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A meeting of the DVRPC Land Use and Housing Committee (LUHC) was held on May 3, 
2007, beginning at 10 a.m.  Barry Seymour, DVRPC’s Executive Director, welcomed the 
members and provided for introductions.  He then introduced Lynn Bush, Executive Director of 
the Bucks County Planning Commission and the LUHC Chair. 

Ms. Bush introduced the meeting’s first speaker, Sandy Wiggins, Principal of 
Consilience, LLC, and Chair of the United States Green Building Council.  Mr. Wiggins began by 
providing background information on energy consumption, climate change, and the goals of the 
United States Green Building Council (USGBC).  The United States, which contains only 5% of 
the world’s population, consumes over 25% of the world’s resources and is responsible for 25% 
of all carbon dioxide emissions.  The implications of current development practices and the 
country’s continuing reliance on non-renewable energy sources include both climate change 
(droughts, heat waves, floods, hurricanes, and arctic melt) and direct negative impacts on 
people (such as pollution, extreme heat and cold waves, and long commutes).  The USGBC is a 
coalition of leaders from the building industry who promote buildings that are environmentally 
responsible, economically profitable, and healthy places in which to live and work.  The 
Council’s objectives include reducing environmental impacts while achieving peak efficiencies; 
improving capitalization and increasing marketability; and improving productivity and reducing 
absenteeism (referred to as the triple bottom line).  The coalition includes both public and 
private sector developers, planners, and regulators, with over 7,800 members as of 2006.   

American buildings currently use 2.5 billions of oil annually; produce 30% of the 
country’s waste and 48% of its carbon dioxide emissions; and use 70% of the nation’s 
electricity.  As an incentive to build “greener”, the (USGBC) has developed the Leadership in 
Energy and Environmental Design (LEED) building certification process.  The intent of the LEED 
certification system is to provide a “common language” to developers, planners, and other 
professionals working to develop sustainable buildings, and to provide immediate and 
measurable standards for green building.  To obtain LEED certification, scores are tallied for 
different aspects of efficiency and design in appropriate categories, such as site planning, water 
management, energy management, material use, and innovation.  Despite a significant decline 
in construction starts nationally, the number of LEED-certified buildings has risen consistently 
since 2000.  The goals of the USGBC are to certify 100,000 commercial buildings and 1 million 
homes, leading to a 50% decline in the nation’s carbon footprint by 2010.  By 2020, their goal is 
to have certified 1 million commercial buildings and 10 million homes.   

Redevelopment offers municipalities an opportunity to create sustainable neighborhoods 
that integrate the principles of “green” buildings and smart growth.  LEED for Neighborhood 
Development (LEED-ND) is the USGBC’s newest rating system, developed to combine the best 
elements of smart growth, new urbanism, and green building design.  The rating system, 
currently in the pilot stage, focuses on neighborhoods rather than individual projects, 
recognizing that land is being developed at twice the rate of population growth and that most 
development does not happen one building at a time.  Areas eligible for LEED-ND certification 
can be parts of neighborhoods, individual, or multiple neighborhoods, and include residential, 
commercial, or mixed-use developments built as infill or the appropriate development of 
undeveloped land. 

Formal LEED-ND certification is achieved through a three-step process, including pre-
review of the proposed plan, certification of the plan, and, finally, certification of the completed 
neighborhood development.  Characteristics that are considered include the regional location, 
proposed population and employment densities; mix of land uses; transit access; connectivity; 
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access to parks and trails; the bicycle and pedestrian environment; and attractive and 
interesting streets.   There are currently 370 LEED-ND pilot project applicants located 
throughout the United States and in Canada, China, and India, ranging from small mixed-use 
neighborhoods to entire towns and from urban redevelopment to new town development. 

Ms. Bush next introduced Darlene Messina, Coordinator of Urban Sustainability 
Initiatives for the City of Philadelphia, who spoke about the City’s Local Action Plan for Climate 
Change.  In response to a growing general interest in sustainability and in global climate change 
in particular, the City of Philadelphia has joined several national and international initiatives 
which seek to reduce greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions.  In 1999, Philadelphia joined the Cities 
for Climate Change Protection Program (through the International Council for Local 
Environmental Initiatives, ICLEI), and agreed to the goal of reducing Philadelphia greenhouse 
gases by 10% from 1990 levels by 2010.  In 2000, the City began to collect data for its first GHG 
emission inventory.  This inventory, completed in 2006, was compiled using the ICLE’s Air and 
Climate Protection (CACP) software, with the support, participation and concurrence of 
numerous City agencies and departments.  The inventory, which covers only Philadelphia 
County, considers all fuels used for vehicles, heating, and industrial processes as well as all 
electricity used for lighting, pumps, and traffic and street lights.  GHG emissions were 
inventoried for both government and community activities for a base year (1990), two interim 
years (1997 and 2006), and a forecast year (2010). 

Compared to other large cities, Philadelphia’s average per capita contribution to 
greenhouse gas emissions is below average.  The current and forecasted inventories show an 
overall reduction of 11.6% in carbon dioxide emitted in Philadelphia between 1990 and 2010, 
due to both an anticipated loss of population and a transition from an industrial to a commercial 
and service-oriented economy.  Considering only government activities, however, a reduction of 
only 8.9% in carbon dioxide emissions is anticipated through 2010, meaning that an additional 
1.1% reduction is needed to meet the goal of a 10% reduction.  Ms. Messina noted that 
continued education and outreach are critical if reductions in GHG emissions are to be 
sustained.  Challenges include laying the technical and organizational foundation to cost-
effectively reducing per capita emissions of greenhouse gases while accommodating 
sustainability principles; building institutional capacity; and building and creating private/public 
collaborations and research and development partnerships. 

The final speaker was Donna Drewes, Community Planner with the Municipal Land Use 
Center at The College of New Jersey.  Ms. Drewes shared the work that the Municipal Land 
Use Center and others in New Jersey have initiated to support community sustainability, defined 
as meeting the needs of the present generation without compromising the ability of future 
generations to meet their needs.  Sustainable land use practices direct development so as to 
minimize pollution, conserve natural resources, improve health, and foster a more equitable 
society and economy.  Walkable, transit-oriented towns promote the local economy, conserve 
energy, decrease traffic, increase community connectivity, and promote health and wellness. 

 Communities that adopt sustainability as a guiding principle benefit from reductions in 
waste and energy costs; increased community involvement; a stronger local economy; and 
reduced traffic congestion.  Ms. Drewes described recent efforts to assist communities in 
developing municipal sustainability plans, form a Sustainable Communities Leadership Network, 
and provide training and outreach to local governments on specific sustainability issue areas.  
She stressed that communities that have been successful at adopting sustainable practices, 
including Highland Park, Montclair, Belmar Borough, Lawrence Township, and Hillsborough, 
have three things in common: strong local leadership, a community vision, and a plan.     

The next meeting of the Land Use and Housing Committee is planned for late June.  
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at approximately 12:00 noon. 


