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DELAWARE VALLEY REGIONAL PLANNING COMMISSION
JOINT LAND USE AND DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE and 

REGIONAL HOUSING COMMITTEE 
MEETING HIGHLIGHTS:  April 8, 2005

A joint meeting of the Delaware Valley Regional Planning Commission’s Land Use and
Development and Regional Housing Committees was held on April 8, 2005, beginning at
10:00 A.M.  The meeting was chaired by Barry Seymour, DVRPC Assistant Executive
Director for Regional Planning.  Mr. Seymour reviewed the agenda and provided for
introductions.

1. The Housing Alliance of Pennsylvania - Elizabeth Hersh, Executive Director of the
Housing Alliance of Pennsylvania provided a presentation on the impacts of changing
federal and state budgets and programs on affordable housing needs and efforts in
Pennsylvania. The Housing Alliance is a statewide advocacy organization that provides
research, education and outreach in support of housing issues in the Commonwealth.
They are sponsors of two upcoming conferences on April 28 and 29 in the King of
Prussia area. Check http://www.housingalliancepa.org/ for details.

2. Realizing Density: Strategies for Compact Suburban Development - Karin Morris,
DVRPC Senior Regional Planner, presented an overview of this recent report, which
measures and defines relative densities in our region, explores the perceptions of
higher density and the real benefits and impacts of higher density development, offers
guidance on the design elements needed to support higher-quality higher-density
development, and recommends policy actions needed to support higher density
development. This study is intended for municipal officials and planners seeking to
enhance suburban communities through better design and higher densities. The report
also serves as a means to implement the goals and policies of DVRPC’s Year 2025
Plan. Contact Karen at kmorris@dvrpc.org for a copy.

 
3. Chasing Ratables: Property Taxes and Local Planning - Mary Bell, DVRPC Senior

Regional Planner, presented the results of this recent report, which was undertaken
to assess the role and impacts of the existing property tax system on local land use
decision-making, regional land use patterns, and, consequently,  transportation needs.
The report provides information on current municipal tax rates and housing values, and
illustrates the relative tax burden imposed on the region’s homeowners. The study also
describes the results of a survey of municipal officials, in an effort to gauge their
perception of the impact that financial implications have on land use decision making.
The report concludes by examining alternatives to reduce the local reliance on property
tax revenue as the primary means of funding local services, which has led to a
competitive “ratables chase” between municipalities, and has forced many municipal
officials to forgo sound planning principles in favor of fiscal considerations when
reviewing and debating development proposals. Contact Mary at mbell@dvrpc.org for
a copy.
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4. Philadelphia Neighborhood Plans - Barry Seymour presented an overview of the
process and results to prepare comprehensive plans in three Philadelphia
neighborhoods. With funding from the William Penn Foundation, DVRPC prepared a
scope of work, issued an RFP and hired a team of planning consultants to work with
residents, businesses and local stakeholders in Chinatown, Mt. Airy and West
Powelton. Working closely with an outreach specialist and the community development
corporations (CDCs) in each neighborhood, DVRPC staff and the consultant team
organized a local Task Force in each community, as well as an overall Steering
Committee of city agencies, non-profit organizations and private developers to provide
guidance for the process as a whole. Each of the three community plans have been
completed and distributed throughout the neighborhoods and to all relevant city
agencies. Each plan will serve as the official Neighborhood Transformation Initiative
(NTI) blueprint for future city investment and program activities of the CDCs. Contact
Barry at bseymour@dvrpc.org for copies.

5. There being no other business, the meeting was adjourned. Mr. Seymour reminded the
Committee that future meetings will be held at DVRPC’s new offices at 190 North
Independence Mall West, 8th Floor. Phone numbers and e-mail addresses will remain
the same.


