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DELAWARE VALLEY REGIONAL PLANNING COMMISSION
REGIONAL HOUSING COMMITTEE MEETING  HIGHLIGHTS

June 25, 2004

A meeting of the Delaware Valley Regional Planning Commission’s Regional Housing
Committees was held on June 25, 2004, beginning at 10:00 A.M.  The meeting was chaired
by Richard Bickel, Deputy Director of DVRPC’s Regional Planning Division.  Mr. Bickel
reviewed the agenda and provided for introductions.

1. Status of the American Community Survey

Whittona Burrell, Information Services Specialist with the United States Census Bureau,
described the Bureau’s ongoing development and testing of the American Community Survey
(ACS).  The American Community Survey is a new nationwide survey designed to provide
periodic and timely updates of how communities are changing, as opposed to the detailed
population and household data available every 10 years through the traditional Census.  The
ACS is a critical element in the Census Bureau's 2010 census plan, with plans to replace the
traditional "long-form" questionnaire with this new annual survey and return the 10-year
Census to its original purpose of simple enumeration.  Ms. Burrell reported that the ACS has
been tested in 36 counties since the late 1990's and was tested nationwide in 2002.  Full
implementation is expected by the end of 2004, pending the results of ongoing reviews and
the appropriation of federal funding.

The ACS is administered monthly to a random selection of households in strategic locations,
with approximately 2.5% of the nation’s households surveyed each year.  The ACS form is
similar in length to the Census long form.  The Bureau plans to release an updated annual
profile for each area by July of the following year, providing much more timely data than is
possible under the current diennial Census.  Data will initially be released for places with over
65,000 people.  Given the small sample size, data for areas of less than 65,000 people will
need to be collected for a period of three to five years before it will be made available, with
updates available every year thereafter.  Additional information on the ACS is available on the
Bureau’s ACS website (www.census.gov/acs).  
Ms. Burrell was asked if certain questions, particularly transportation-related questions, will
be lost of the ACS replaces the Census long form.  Ms. Burrell acknowledged that some
questions may be omitted, but the trade-off will be that updated data will available annually,
rather than every ten years.  She noted that the ACS form has been revised several times, and
stressed that Congress and the Office of Management and Budget will ultimately decide which
questions will be included on the ACS form. 

2. Housing Plan - Shaping Our Future: A Comprehensive Plan for Montgomery
County

Brian O’Leary, County Planning Section Chief, presented the County’s housing plan, the most
recently completed section of Shaping Our Future: A Comprehensive Plan for Montgomery



County.  The County’s 2025 planning process began in 2001 with a series of workshops and
a public survey, from which a countywide vision was developed.  Plans focusing on economic
development and transportation have already been completed, and the housing plan will be
followed this summer by a community facilities plan.  The Housing Plan is intended to guide
housing decisions to the year 2025.  In particular, the plan identifies specific housing policies
that will help provide an adequate amount of new housing with a variety of types, densities,
and prices while also protecting existing residential neighborhoods.  Separate chapters in the
plan focus on housing supply, variety, neighborhood conservation, design, and affordability.
Mr. O’Leary provided a detailed summary of the plan and its recommendations, and noted that
the biggest obstacle to the development of affordable housing options in appropriate locations
is still “NIMBYism” (“not in my backyard”), has it has been for the past several years.
Montgomery County’s Housing Plan, currently in draft form, is available through the
Commission’s website (montcopa.org/plancom), and additional comments are welcome.

3. Member Updates

Members of the Committees were invited to provide updates on ongoing activities and
initiatives within their individual County or agency.  Bob Walker, Chester County Planning
Commission, reported that the County is currently preparing its annual housing costs profile.
Housing prices in the County have skyrocketed, with a current median housing price of
$246,000 compared to just over $200,000 in 2000.  Barbara Stephens, of the Pennsylvania
Housing Finance Agency, reported on the agency’s Homeownership Choice Program as well
as its mixed-use financing program and multi-family program.  Information on program
deadlines and requirements can be found on their web page (www.phfa.org).  Ken Davis
(HUD-Camden) announced that June is National Homeownership Month and described
HUD’s American Dream Initiative, which provides down payment assistance to first-time
homebuyers.  Dave Norwood, of the Chester County DCD, reported that construction will
begin shortly on new single families homes being constructed on a Hope VI site in Coatesville,
and that the USDA is funding the construction of affordable homes in Kennett Square to house
migrant laborers.  Josh Freely, of Temple University’s Metropolitan Philadelphia Indicators
Project, reported that their draft report, entitled “Where We Stand” is scheduled to be
distributed in July.

4. Old Business

DVRPC staff provided status reports on two work program projects, one on live/work housing
options and the other focusing on housing the region’s elderly.  Both reports are nearing
completion and will be available for review shortly.  Mary Bell also described the DVRPC’s
FY 2006 work program development process, and asked Committee members to identify
projects which might be recommended for inclusion in the  work program.  Potential projects
will be formally reviewed and prioritized at the September RHC meeting.     
5. Adjournment

There being no additional new business, the meeting was adjourned at approximately 12:00
noon.  The next meeting of the Regional Housing Committee is scheduled for Friday,
September 17, 2004, at 10:00 A.M. in the Commission’s Main Conference Room.


