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DELAWARE VALLEY REGIONAL PLANNING COMMISSION
REGIONAL HOUSING COMMITTEE MEETING HIGHLIGHTS

September 19, 2003

The Delaware Valley Regional Planning Commission’s Regional Housing Committee met at
10:00 A.M. on September 19, 2003.  The meeting was chaired by Mary Bell (Principal
Regional Analyst, DVRPC), in the absence of representatives from either the Pennsylvania
Department of Community and Economic Development or the New Jersey Department of
Community Affairs (due to the lingering effects of Hurricane Isabel).  Ms. Bell reviewed the
agenda and provided for introductions.

1. Realistic Opportunity? - The Distribution of Affordable Housing and Jobs in New
Jersey

Tim Evans, Research Director, New Jersey Future, presented the findings of his agency’s
recent report on the mismatch between affordable housing and jobs in New Jersey.
Currently, households in need of affordable housing are effectively restricted in their
residential choices to a handful of municipalities, while new job opportunities are being
created elsewhere.  Mr. Evans noted that more than 50% of the statewide inventory of
affordable housing units is located in only 12 municipalities.  He also noted that only 106
of the state’s 566 municipalities have a proportional share of affordable housing relative
to their share of the State’s total employment, and that these 106 communities together
lost almost 35,000 jobs between 1990 and 1999, despite job growth elsewhere in the
State. 

If the conditions that perpetuate the need for affordable housing are ever to be
ameliorated, it is critical that lower-income households have a realistic opportunity to
access growing communities with new jobs.  The report recommends that the State adopt
a “growth share approach”, linking the creation of affordable housing to commercial and
market-rate housing development.  Mr. Evans noted that although COAH has proposed
shifting to a growth share methodology, he believes that the proposed requirements of
1 affordable residential unit for every 10 market rate units and 1 affordable housing unit
for every 30 new jobs created in a municipality are extraordinarily low.

2. New Jersey Council on Affordable Housing (COAH)’s proposed “growth share”
methodology

Due to the absence of representatives from NJ DCA, this agenda item was postponed
and will be re-scheduled for the next meeting.

3. DVRPC FY2005 Work Program 

Mary Bell reviewed the schedule and process for developing the FY2005 Work program.



Given that several Committee members were unable to attend due the effects of
Hurricane Isabel, it was agreed that Ms. Bell will mail information to every Committee
member and request that members respond with their opinions and prioritization of
proposed projects.  This information will then be relayed to the DVRPC Board for their
consideration as they develop the FY 2005 Work Program.  Ms. Bell stressed that
Committee members will need to respond quickly, given the work program planning
schedule.  

4. Member Updates

Members of the Regional Housing Committee were invited to update the committee on
ongoing housing activities and initiatives within their individual County or agency.
Representatives of PHFA and HUD (Camden office) gave reports on current programs
and activities.

5. Old Business

• Mary Ng, Regional Planner, DVRPC, reported that a draft report on the Commission’s
current project on Live/Work Development is nearing completion and will be distributed
via mail to the Committee in early November for their review.

• Heather Kump, Economic Development Policy Planner at DVRPC, reported that a
draft report on “Reinvestment in Centers” is currently being reviewed by staff and will
be distributed via mail to Committee members in late October for their review.

• Mary Bell, Principal Regional Analyst, DVRPC, gave a status report on the current
work program project on housing for an aging population.  A fact sheet discussing
current and forecasted concentrations of the region’s elderly was distributed.
Research efforts will continue, and a more detailed discussion of the project will be
included on the agenda at the next RHC meeting.

6. New Business

• Committee members discussed upcoming meeting dates, and agreed on the following
dates for calender year 2004: Friday, April 2nd; Friday, June 25th; Friday, September
17th; and Friday, December 10th.  Additionally, the Committee agreed to meet on
Friday, December 12th, 2003.  All meetings will begin at 10:00 A.M. and will be held
in the Commission’s Main Conference Center.

• Mary Bell distributed a news release indicating that Governor Rendell has created a
new Office of Housing and Community Revitalization and established a Housing
Cabinet, to better coordinate the State’s housing efforts.  Ronald Bednar (PA DCED)
will be asked to discuss the anticipated impacts of this action at the next RHC meeting.

7. Adjournment

The meeting was adjourned at approximately 12:00 noon.  The next meeting of the
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Committee will be held on Friday, December 12, 2003, at 10:00 A.M. in the
Commission’s Main Conference Room.


