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1. Barry Seymour, DVRPC Assistant Executive Director for Regional Planning,
chaired the meeting, welcomed the attendees, described the agenda, and provided
for introductions.

2. Each attendee briefly introduced themselves and provided some background on
their respective roles and interests. In attendance were State transportation, land
use and environmental agencies; county planning agencies; Philadelphia City
Planning; citizen and non-profit representatives; and a developer/homebuilder.

3. Barry Seymour provided an overview of DVRPC’s new Transportation and
Community Development Initiative (TCDI). TCDI is a new grant program that
DVRPC is offering to municipalities to support local planning, design, market
studies or feasibility studies that support local, county and regional goals. TCDI
projects must improve the market for development in their communities and serve
to enhance the regional transportation network. TCDI funds may not be used at this
time to support capital improvements, but may support the early stage planning,
design or alternative analyses that lead to capital improvements. The program is
targeted to the core cities and first generation suburbs and boroughs of the region,
but any community may apply provided they can document their need and
consistency with the program goals. Eligible projects include planning and land use
projects; reuse and revitalization projects; and transportation projects. The program
guide and application forms were distributed to all municipalities in the region in
mid-February, and applications are due at DVRPC by April 10. A review committee
will examine and rank the applications, with recommendations for selection due to
the DVRPC Board by May 23.

4. Karin Morris, DVRPC Regional Planner, next presented her study of Transit
Village Design in Burlington County, including the specific study and design of
station sites along the Southern New Jersey Light Rail Transit System.  For this
project, DVRPC staff worked closely with Burlington County and the individual
municipalities hosting station sites to examine conditions around the stations, the
potential for redevelopment and transit-oriented uses, and the land use ordinances
in effect or needed to facilitate that redevelopment. In several communities DVRPC
prepared draft zoning ordinance changes to support and promote transit-oriented
uses. Before and after photo-simulations helped communities to envision the
possible reuse scenarios.

(Over)
Following Karin’s presentation, a discussion ensued about the project. One



comment noted that while the photo-simulations promoted an improved pedestrian
environment, they did not include any bicycle riders. This comment was noted and
will be taken into consideration in future work. Other comments questioned the
future implementation of this plan, including the likelihood that the proposed
streetscape improvements would be funded. It was noted that while some of the
proposed improvements may be eligible for TIP funding, either through the regular
program or such special sources as TE, other improvements may be the
responsibility of the municipality or take place during private redevelopment.

5. Bob Dean, DVRPC Regional Planner, next presented the conclusions from his
study of the use of Infrastructure Concurrency as a potential growth
management tool in the region. The study was undertaken to take an objective look
at concurrency, to research its use in other states, and to investigate its potential for
use within the region.

Concurrency has been used as a planning tool in several other states. In Florida, it
was a mandatory requirement for local governments, who often did not have the
capacity to implement the program effectively. As a result, many believe the
requirements had the unintended effect of pushing development farther out, rather
than encouraging the infill that was desired. In Maryland, concurrency was used
more successfully as part of a growth management system, but was administered
at the county level, an unlikely proposition in this region. The conclusion of the
DVRPC analysis is that concurrency is unlikely to be a successful tool in this region,
due primarily to the lack of local government capacity to develop and implement
local programs. A developer at the meeting agreed, noting that most developers
would welcome a program that ensured the provision of infrastructure on a timely
basis, but that most municipalities are not willing to pay for local infrastructure.

6. Richard Bickel, DVRPC Deputy Director of Regional Planning, provided an update
on several legislative and administrative issues, including the status of the New
Jersey Office of State Planning and the Smart Growth Policy Council; the status of
the proposed Transit Revitalization Investment District (TRID) legislation, which may
be introduced in the Pennsylvania legislature with public hearings held this fall; and
the status of the proposed budget cuts to the Growing Greener program. Status
reports on this activity are available at www.landconservationpa.org. Participants
also noted the dates of a number of upcoming conferences.

7. There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned. The next meeting will
be scheduled in late June.


