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 DELAWARE VALLEY REGIONAL PLANNING COMMISSION
REGIONAL HOUSING COMMITTEE 

MEETING HIGHLIGHTS
October 2, 2001

The Delaware Valley Regional Planning Commission’s Regional Housing Committee met at
10:00 A.M. on October 2, 2001,  at the Commission’s offices.  Ronald Bednar, the Regional
Housing Committee Chairperson, welcomed the attendees, reviewed the agenda and
provided for introductions.

1.  John Griffies, DVRPC’s Work Program Coordinator, reviewed the process and time frame
for developing the FY2003 Work Program.  Regional Housing Committee members then
discussed and prioritized potential work program projects.  Potential projects reviewed by the
Committee included  a study focusing on housing the region’s increasing elderly population;
an updated assessment of the region’s public housing stock; and a research project
considering the emerging role of homeowners’ associations, which in many cases function
as a “mini” local governments.  Additionally, the group considered a study which would explore
the parameters of Live-Work projects, their role in promoting revitalization of core cities and
first generation suburban centers, and their potential role in curbing sprawl in growing
suburban areas.  Finally, the group reviewed a proposed project focusing on the financing of
mixed-use developments.  This study would review and assess mixed use, infill, or New
Urbanist projects which have succeeded financially, as examples  to major lenders in the
region who too often perceive these projects as being high risk, making it difficult to obtaining
the necessary financing.

Committee members discussed the merits of each of the proposed projects, and offered
some additional ideas.  For example, several Committee members suggested that  staff
undertake the completion of a housing component for the Commission’s 2025 Long-Range
Plan, in addition to its Transportation and Land Use components.  Others suggested that staff
continue to review housing affordability (of the region’s rental housing stock, for example) and
also identify and discuss barriers to affordability as well as fair housing issues.  After some
debate, the Committee prioritized the proposed projects.  Highest priority was given to the
assessment of the potential role of live-work developments in existing developed areas as a
means of revitalizing centers, curbing sprawl and minimizing vehicular travel.  Committee
members suggested, however, that the project should also include some discussion of how
these projects can be most efficiently financed.

2.  Heather Kump, Economic Development Planner at DVRPC, next discussed ongoing study
efforts on the FY 2002 Work Program project entitled Residential Investment in Centers and
Corridors.  The purpose of this study is to assess existing trends in residential growth and
investment and to review obstacles and opportunities for residential reinvestment in the
region’s cities, boroughs and older suburbs.  Indicators of where residential growth and
investment are occurring, such as building permit data, school district enrollment trends,



housing sales data and home mortgage information, will be mapped and analyzed, and
successful examples of residential developments in existing centers will be identified and
discussed.

Ms. Kump reviewed the proposed outline of the project.  After some discussion, the group
decided that a separate sub-committee should be formed, specifically for the purpose of
guiding the progress of this ongoing study.  Gary Jastrzab (City of Philadelphia), Ron Bednar
(Pennsylvania DCED), Joyce Paul (New Jersey DCA), Michael Szupper (HUD), Bob Walker
(Chester County Planning Commission) and Matt Suchodolski (Burlington County Community
Development) agreed to serve on the sub-committee.  The first meeting of the sub-committee
was tentatively scheduled for November 2, 2001, at 10:00 A.M.

3.  Members of the Regional Housing Committee were then invited to update the committee
on ongoing housing activities and initiatives within their individual County or agency.  Reports
on programs and planning initiatives were given by Michael Szupper and Lynn Kirshenbaum,
from the Department of Housing and Urban Development; Barbara Stephens, from
Pennsylvania Housing Finance Agency; Joyce Paul, from the New Jersey Department of
Community Development; and Ron Bednar, from the Pennsylvania Department of Community
and Economic Development.  In addition, representatives from Philadelphia, Bucks, Chester,
Montgomery and Burlington counties as well as the Fair Housing Council of Montgomery
County reported on ongoing initiatives within their own jurisdictions.  Representatives from
10,000 Friends of Pennsylvania reported that a draft of their manual for implementing the
multi-municipal planning provisions of the Municipalities Planning Code will be released next
month.

4.   Mary Bell reported that additional Regional Housing Committee meetings for FY 2002 will
be held on Friday, January 11, 2002, at 10:00 A.M.; Friday, April 5, 2002, at 10:00 A.M.; and
Friday, June 21, 2002, at 10:00 A.M.

5.  Mr. Bednar adjourned the meeting at approximately 11:45 A.M.  The RHC study steering
committee will meet on November 2, 2001, at 10:00 A.M., and the next RHC meeting will be
held on January 11, 2002, at 10:00 A.M..


