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Interns are wonderful 

Scoured town websites 

for: 

 

• POCDs 

• Zoning regulations 

• Subdivision 

regulations 

• Inland/wetlands 

regulations 

• Stormwater 

plans/other 
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Center for Land Use Education and Research (CLEAR) 

http://clear.uconn.edu • Water 
• Land use & climate 

adaptation 
• Geospatial (mapping) 

technology 
 

Landscape 
Research 

Extension 
Education 

Geospatial 
Technology 

& Tools 
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• Basic & Advanced Training for Commissioners 

• Climate Adaptation Academy 

CLEAR Programs 
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• Training: GIS, GPS, Online Mapping, Smartphone GPS 

• Tools/Research: CTECO, CT’s Changing Landscape 

CLEAR Programs 
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• Linking Land Use to Water Quality 

• LID/Green Infrastructure 

• Tools: RG App, LID Atlas, etc. 

CLEAR Programs 



Today’s Agenda: 
 

• CLEAR & NEMO background 
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• Results 



State of LID Research 

http://s.uconn.edu/stateoflid 



Why Bother? 

Schlepping to town hall since 1991 
 



Why Bother? 

LID examples/awareness growing 
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Strategy 
 



Why Bother? 

New MS4 general permit 
 

• Include LID in 

Regs 

• Address 

stormwater 

maintenance 

• Reduce DCIA by 

1% per year 

 



Step 1: Regulation Review 



1. Does your community encourage/require the use 

of low impact development or green 

infrastructure to manage stormwater? If so, in 

what ways? 

  

2. What are the factors driving your community to 

encourage or not encourage LID? 

  

3. What are the biggest obstacles to implementing 

LID regulations or practices in your town? 

Step 2: Phone Interviews 



• Often used interchangeably 

• Federal & state agencies using green 

infrastructure 

• LID used at local level – so we used LID 

An aside about Terminology 
LID vs green infrastructure 



Who’d we talk to? 

Interviewed 78 people in 74 of 85 towns 

reviewed 



Who’d we talk to? 

78 interviews over 

2 months 
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Regs Review Results 



General Support for LID 

54 of 85 towns 

mention LID in regs 



General Support for LID 

65 of 85 towns mention  

reducing impervious surfaces 



Specific Regulations  



Policies Adopted by Town 



Does size matter? 



Does wealth matter? 



Interview Results 



Top 5 LID Drivers 
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Top 5 LID Barriers 



LID Barriers 
Cost: to developers/applicants, to 

town, to residents 

Lack of ed: commissioners, 

community/homeowners, contractors, 

developers, nurseries, private 

engineers, town engineers, planners, 

staff 

Maintenance: difficult to keep track of 

LID, maintenance concerns 

 



LID Barriers 
Town staff: lack of coordination 

between planning and public works, 

planner, public safety (fire 

department, etc.), public works, town 

engineer 

Lack of resources: lack of 

funding/resources, no in-house 

engineer, time constrains 

(Staff/Volunteers)  



All LID Barriers 
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• Education is still key – finding 

champions & removing obstacles 

• Many barriers are an education issue 

• Maintenance challenge – who is 

responsible? 

What it all means 



State of LID StoryMap 

http://s.uconn.edu/stateoflid 
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David Dickson 
david.dickson@uconn.edu 
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