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Improving Teen Driver Safety



Traffic Crashes are the Leading 
Cause of Fatality for Teens*

Source: National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA) *Teen is 
defined as an individual from 15 to 20 years of age
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16 per Day

At Highest Level of Risk
During First 18-24 
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Teen Driver Crashes

New Jersey

Every 10 Minutes

Over 500 Teen 
Drivers/Passengers Killed 
(2001-2010)  

6% of Driving Population
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Presents authoritative 
approach to parental 
involvement to support a 
teen driver safety

Provides tools and 
resources for parents

Developed by Kean 
University, DHTS and   
State Police
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Parent/Teen Driver Orientation



Parenting Styles: the balance 
between support and control



Parents Really Do Matter!

Teens Describing Having
Authoritative Parents Are:

Half as Likely to Crash

71% Less Likely to Drive
While Intoxicated

30% Less Likely to Use a 
Cell Phone While Driving
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Parents Really Do Matter!

Teens Describing Having
Authoritative Parents Are:

Twice as Likely to Wear
Seat Belts

Twice as Likely to Believe 
Belts Affect Safety
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Understand the GDL

Being a Good Role Model

Effective Enforcement of 
the  GDL at Home

Fitting in Practice Driving 

Controlling the Keys and 

Lowering Your Teen’s 
Crash Risk
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NJ Parent/Teen 
Safe Driving Orientation



K-12 Unit and Lesson Plans

Developed by the New 
Jersey Education Task 
Force 

Lesson plans and 
resources tailored to 
K-12 standards
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Law Enforcement: Key to 
Improving Teen Driver Safety

GDL Role Call Video 

Title 39 Reference Cards

GDL Enforcement 
Briefings
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Resources

Parent Resource for Teens
Driving Safely
njteendriving.com

Teen Website
UGOTBRAINS.com

Driver Education Website
njteendrivereducation.com

New Jersey Division of 
Highway Traffic Safety
Phone: 609-633-9300
www.njsaferoadscom
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