


Bucks

Montgomery

Chester Philade

Delaware Burlington
Camden

Gloucester

As the federally designated Metropolitan Planning
Organization (MPO) for Greater Philadelphia, the Delaware
Valley Regional Planning Commission (DVRPC) must
develop a long-range transportation plan for the region
every four years that includes a vision for the orderly
growth and development of the region. It also includes a
fiscally constrained financial plan that outlines how the
region intends to invest reasonably anticipated federal,
state, and local revenues in transportation infrastructure.
e Greater Philadelphia region includes Bucks, Chester,
Delaware, and Montgomery counties and the City of
Philadelphia in Pennsylvania, as well as Burlington,
Camden, Gloucester, and Mercer counties in New Jersey.
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Message from the FY2026
DVRPC Board Chair

As of June 2025, DVRPC
has served the Greater
Philadelphia region for 60
years, convening diverse
partners across a nine-
county, two-state region.
Recognizing the integrated
and holistic relationship
between transportation
and the built environment,
DVRPC provides land use,
environment, economic development, and demographic
data resources, convenings, technical support, and
policy guidance for the region. As the federally-
designated metropolitan planning organization (MPO),
DVRPC is responsible for developing and managing tre
region’s long-range plan, which serves as the bluegint
for future growth and for prioritization of funding for
capital transportation investment in the region over a
25-year horizon.

Update: Connections 2050provides a framework

for a region that provides for all. It outlines regional
strategies that align transportation investments wi th
broad goals, and it addresses the current and future
needs of our communities. The development process
included collaboration with stakeholders from local
governments, state agencies, and the public, ensurig
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| look forward to continuing to serve the Greater
Philadelphia region as chair, and on behalf of the entire
DVRPC Board, we look forward to the region’s next ®
years.

(R,

Tom Stanuikynas

Le er from the
Executive Director

To the residents of Greater Philadelphia,

Developed through partner and public engagement,Update:
Connections 2050 articulates a shared vision for this region . That
vision is for a Greater Philadelphia that provides for all. From a safe,
multimodal transportation network and an innovative , connected
economy, to walkable communities with affordable ho using and

a preserved natural environment with healthy ecological systems,
our vision is for all residents across the region to have access to
resources and opportunities to thrive.

Update: Connections 2050does more than lay out our shared vision, it sets a framework for

how we can realize it. For each element (i.e., vison area), the Plan includes three goals, key

strategies to achieve those goals, and detailed actions to implement each strategy. A critical

component of the Plan is the list of major regional transportation projects that we anticipate

HFS GJ KZSIJI T[JW YMJ SJ]Y NIJFWX  <NY VH@ NRNXNYI IWW 3 XA XWHIMKI YN
priorities of the region, and serves as a rallying point for all levels of government to provide

more funding for transportation projects in this re gion.

Realizing our shared vision requires action by our many partners across the region, levels of

government, and sectors. 9MJIJWJKTWJ KTW JFHM FHYNTS YMJ 5QFRYMNIJSYN*JIX
agencies, municipal and county departments, school districts, transit operators, utilities, and
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to put this plan into action, and we remain committ ed to supporting the ability for others to

do so as well. We do this by providing high-quality data resources and technical assistance,

facilitating dialogue and convening different stake holders, building capacity through

educational programming and knowledge sharing, delivering project management support,

connecting projects with funding, and more.
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DVRPC builds consensus for a shared regional vision enables data-based, community-centered
solutions; and helps put plans into action. Update: Connections 2050is the starting point for
everything we do in service of this mission.

In partnership,

Ariella Maron
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® \What Is the Plan?

Update: Connections 2050 is Greater
Philadelphia’s Long-Range Plan
(Plan), which serves as a blueprint
for prioritizing $78 billion in capital
transportation investment in the
region through 2050. It considers
future population growth, economic
trends, environmental concerns, and
technological advancements to guide
investments in roads, public transit,
biking, walking infrastructure, and
other transportation modes.

e DVRPC Region

The Greater Philadelphia region is one of the

most historic regions in the U.S. It has undergone
XNLSN*HFSY YWFSXKTWRFYNTS J[TQ[NSL KWTR FS NSIZXYWNFQ
powerhouse to a diverse economic and cultural hub.
While the decline of manufacturing in the late 20th
century led to economic stagnation and population
loss, the region has since rebounded, attracting
visitors and new residents with its expanding
industries, rich cultural assets, and improving
quality of life. Today, the region’s economy is driven
by healthcare, education, technology, and creative
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University of Pennsylvania, Temple, Drexel, La Sa#l, Saint Joseph'’s,
Villanova, Princeton, and Rutgers, which fuel reseach, workforce
development, and economic growth. Its strategic loc ation along
the Northeast Corridor provides access to major markets like New
York and Washington, DC, supported by a strong trasportation
network that includes public transit, Amtrak, the Port of
Philadelphia, and Philadelphia International Airport. The region’s
resilience, particularly in the post-pandemic era, has reinforced its
attractiveness as a place to live and work, with efforts to expand
green spaces, enhance sustainability, and invest intransit-oriented
development further strengthening its appeal.

Still, the region faces challenges. Housing affordability remains a
pressing issue, as rising home prices and rental costs strain many
residents. Public transportation faces operating an d capital funding
shortfalls, while aging infrastructure must be upda ted to handle
extreme weather and future growth. Other big changes, like remote
work, new technology, and their impact on the economy, make
planning for the future more complicated.

Regional coordination is essential to addressing these challenges
and positioning Greater Philadelphia for long-term resilience,
growth, and prosperity for all. DVRPC acts as a corvener and
champion of local and regional priorities. It foste rs cooperation
across jurisdictions and sectors to align strategie s and investments
toward a shared vision for 2050. As the U.S. approaches its 250th
FSSN[JWXFW" NS
American democracy is a reminder of the power of collaboration
and vision—principles that remain essential today in shaping

the future of communities. The Long-Range Plan is the primary
document guiding our work towards this vision, sett ing the agenda
for our key priorities and the investment strategie s to implement
them.

At its heart, the Plan establishes a vision for the region’s future.

It describes what residents want Greater Philadelphia to be like

in 2050. From this vision, the Plan sets goals and strategies to
make it happen. While it's not a step-by-step action plan, Update:
Connections 2050 explains who has the power to make changes
and what resources, like DVRPC support, are availake to help.

The regional vision for 2050 will guide decisions to create a
stronger, fairer, and more connected future. See the Vision for 2050
section for more details.

The Plan also helps decide which transportation projects will
receive funding over the next 20+ years. Since trarsportation, land
use, natural resources, jobs, and quality of life are all connected,
the Plan addresses all these factors.

Pu ing Plan into Action

The Plan is updated every four years, but implemening it is
an ongoing process that requires everyone in the region to
be involved. DVRPC and its member governments helpcarry
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Transportation Improvement Program (TIP)—the region’s list of
priority transportation projects planned over the n ext four years—
for design and construction.
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