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Baldpate Mountain 

Stewardship Activities happening here: 
• 14 years of deer management 

• Invasive plant eradication with partner agencies 
• Reforestation Project 

 

Baldpate Mountain, a 1250 acre preserve, is part of the Sourland 
Mountain Region and contains the largest contiguous forest in Mercer 
County.   

Has been identified as an Important Bird Area by New Jersey Audubon 
Society.  The preserve is host to breeding Kentucky warbler, worm-
eating warbler and hooded warblers. 



Baldpate Mountain Deer 

Management 

The County has been running a deer management program at this 
preserve for 12 consecutive years.  The focus of the program is to 

reduce the size of the local deer herd. 
 
 

Within the preserve are areas of forest regeneration; native understory 
is beginning to shade out forest invasives.  

 
 



Invasive Plant Management 

Partnership with Friends of Hopewell Valley Open Space 
(New Jersey Invasive Species Strike Team) 
 

Target emerging invasive plants and sensitive 
microhabitats within park boundaries. 

Linden Viburnum 

Oriental Photinia 



Baldpate Reforestation 

8.3 acres of post-agricultural fields were planted 
with 1660 native trees and shrubs. 



Baldpate Reforestation Site 

Why these field 
were picked. 



Baldpate Reforestation:   

The Secrets to Success 

1.  Partner Organizations 

2. Volunteer Crews 

3. Creative Resources and 

Internal Support 
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On Baldpate, new trees form a mountain-toup 
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STAFF WRITER 

Preserve sees one of county's largest reforestation projects 
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Trees 
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the acreage of Hcontiguous" 
forest in the Baldpate area, 
said Jenn Rogers, a naturalist 
with the Mercer County Park 
Commission. 

Rogers said contributions 
from various sources helped 
make the project a success. 

the county did not have 
I.D pity for Ull:~ I.rees Dr fOl' HII 
8-foot-high fence instaJled 
around the trees to prevent 
deer from eating them, Rogers 
said. 

A 5]7,500 g rant (;om Con
servation Hesources Inc. paid 
for the fence, and the trees - a 
mixture efred oak, shrubs and 
co.nopy trees - were n contri
bution from the U.S. Fish aJld 
Wildlife Service and were val
ued at $8.800. Rogers said. 

The newly-planted trees 
measure from 1 to 3 feet tall, 
and some of them. particularly 
the canopy t rees, will grow 80 
to 100 feet tall. 

Originally scheduled form In
September, the plantings were 
delayed for a month because 
of the hot and dry weather, of
ficirus snid. 
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views of countryside stretch
ing south toward Trenton. 

~Vlsltors to Baldpate MOll n
tain are always impressed by 
its unique beauty, ~ said Mer
cer County Executive Brian M. 
Hughes. "I thunk our partners 
Itt Friends Df Hopewell Vlilley 
Open Space and all the volun
teers for workirfg hand in hand 
with our Park Commission 
to see this project through, 
wld rill grateful to Conserva
tion Resources Inc. for fund
ing this important project." 
Volunteers from corporations 
such ns Educational Testing 
Sel'vices, Rose tta. and Merck, 
Inc. Blld groups such as Girl 
Scouts, Master Gardeners of 
Mercer County and Hopewell 
Valley High School students 
assisted y,ith the plantings, 
county officials said in a re
lease. The groups and nu
merous Individual volu ntee rs. 
including participants in the 
Baldpate hunting program. 
logged a total of 295 hours on 
the project. 

Baldpate Mou ntain. together 
with adjacent woodlands, com
prises by far the largest forest 
in MercerCounty and is part of 
the 90·squnrc-mile Sourlnnd 
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Volunteers plant new trees on Baldpate Mounta in at the county 
preserve in Hopewell Township. Potted seedlings await 
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Trenton To Trails 2011 



The Future of Stewardship… 

• Mercer Meadows – grassland restoration 
 

• Roebling Park – restoration of an island in tidal marsh 
 

• Baldpate Mountain – native plant garden and Trenton To Trails 
Program 


