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PURPOSE AND GOALS 

The purpose of the Doylestown Community Pedestrian-Transit Linkage Project is to provide  

accessible pedestrian routes in conjunction with wayfinding signage to facilitate and enhance the pe-

destrian experience.  Creative use of signage, directional markers, and lighting will be  

implemented to provide the link between the Borough’s public transportation facilities, cultural district, 

business district and county courthouse complex. 

 

The goal of this Doylestown Community Pedestrian-Transit Linkage Project is to invite and direct  

pedestrians to the available resources, while maintaining and enhancing the aesthetic qualities and 

historic character of the Borough. 
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BOROUGH RESOURCES 

TRANSPORATION OPPORTUNITIES 
The Borough of Doylestown is easily accessible 

by train, bus, automobile and foot.  Rail access is  

provided by SEPTA’s northern end of the R-5 line.  

The R-5 line extends from Doylestown to  

Philadelphia and Thorndale with approximately 30 

stops in between.  A Greyhound bus stop is  

located in close proximity to the train station.   

Vehicular access to Doylestown Borough is  

available through multiple major thoroughfares.  

PennDOT state Routes 202, 611 and 313 are  

major vehicular arteries that provide access to and 

from the Borough.  The PA Turnpike is nearby as 

well.  Doylestown Borough’s mix of residential and  

commercial land uses in a limited amount of space 

also creates a “walkable” component of transpor-

tation resources for the residents of the Borough.  

An extensive network of sidewalks exists as a 

framework for pedestrian circulation. 

SEPTA R-5 Rail Line 

Doylestown possesses a unique mix of residential 
and commercial uses, creating a walkable  

community 

Greyhound Bus Stop located on Clinton Street 
near Doylestown Train Station 

Vehicular access to Doylestown is accessible via  
major thoroughfares and state highways 
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BOROUGH RESOURCES 

CULTURAL DESTINATIONS 
Doylestown Borough possesses a rich mix of cultural 

resources.  Its cultural district is composed of the 

Bucks County Free Library, James A. Michener Art 

Museum, Mercer Museum, and the Bucks County  

Boy Scout Council Service Center.   These resources 

provide a variety of services and experiences for both 

residents and tourists. 

 

COMMERCIAL DESTINATIONS 
Serving as the county seat for Bucks County,  

Doylestown Borough has become a desirable location 

for businesses, including offices, restaurants and 

shops.  The variety of available experiences and  

character of the Borough are inviting and memorable 

to those who visit. 

 

JUSTICE CENTER 
Since 1813, Doylestown Borough has served as the 

county seat of Bucks County.  The current facility,  

located at Court and Main Streets, is home to the 

County Courthouse and administrative offices.  A  

public parking garage is also a major component of the 

existing complex.  Plans for a new facility are  

currently underway to meet the growing needs of the 

county.  Doylestown’s professional offices and retail 

establishments thrive in the presence of this  

important resource.  

Existing cultural district gateway at  
Pine and Ashland Streets 

Doylestown possesses unique secondary  
and alleyway pedestrian routes. 
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WAYFINDING CONCEPTS 

WAYFINDING PILLARS / DIRECTIONAL MARKERS 
In an effort to present directional information in an  

aesthetic way, wayfinding pillars were designed as  

part of the Doylestown Community Pedestrian-Transit  

Linkage Project.  Historic concrete gateway pillars located at 

Fonthill provided inspiration for the pillar design.  The same 

historic structures also served as a model for the gateway 

walls installed in the cultural district. The  

re-occurring theme of the Mercer-style concrete forms will 

create visual connections and reminders throughout the 

community.  Simple icons representing the shopping district, 

cultural district, train station and justice center are  

incorporated into the pillars with directional arrows.  The use 

of this non-traditional signage is to reduce the amount of 

“sign pollution” that is becoming evident.  Traditional signs 

and sign posts inhibit the views and historic character of the 

Borough. 

 

Existing historic pillars provided inspiration for 
the cultural district gateway and wayfinding 

pillars. 

Newly installed gateway at cultural district 

Scale model of proposed pillar on  
Green Street at Mercer Museum 

Scale model of proposed pillar at  
Train Station on Clinton Street 
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WAYFINDING CONCEPTS 

OVERHEAD SIGNAGE 
Overhead signage also was developed to  

supplement and compliment the wayfinding  

pillars.  With the overabundance of existing  

signage, a non-traditional means was explored.  The 

result is a custom bracket that will attach to the  

existing historic lamp posts.  This bracket will allow 

s ignage to  be  inco rpora ted  w i thou t  

installing additional sign posts.  The bracket will be 

designed to replace the existing ladder rack, which is 

a separate piece of the lamp post.  The bracket will 

h a v e  t h e  s a m e  c h a r a c t e r  a s  t h e  

ladder rack, providing an aesthetic solution.  The 

brackets will accept standard metal signs.  They will 

p rov ide  pa rk ing  i n fo rma t ion  on  the  

street-side and directional information on the  

sidewalk-side of the lamp post.  Directional  

signage utilizes the same icons developed for the 

wayfinding pillars, as well as text and  

directional arrows to provide clear information to  

users. 

 

Existing parking signage to be replaced with simple, 
directional parking signage, installed on existing lamp 

posts, where possible. 

Proposed custom bracket to accept parking  
signage and directional signage. 
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WAYFINDING CONCEPTS 

OTHER IMPROVEMENTS 
In addition to historic street lighting and  

signage, there are several other improvements that 

will create a strong link throughout the  

Borough.  Decorative crosswalks are proposed to 

enhance the visual connection, as well as  

increase pedestrian safety.  Several curb ramps and 

sidewalk improvements were identified.  These  

improvements are necessary to meet the Americans 

with Disabilities Act (ADA) requirements for  

accessibility.  Information kiosks containing maps, 

community information and trash receptacles are 

proposed in three highly visible locations.  A pocket 

park location has also been identified near the train 

station on the overall plan. 

 

Existing kiosk structure to be replicated  
at train station pocket park. 

Sidewalk needed to complete  
connection in Taylor Avenue 

ADA curb ramps shall be installed to allow  
unimpeded access to existing sidewalks 
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SPECIAL STUDY AREAS 

The intersection of Main Street (S.R. 1001),  

Ashland Street and Green Street (S.R. 2113)  

experiences problems including vehicular backups 

and pedestrian safety.  A preliminary study of this 

intersection was conducted to identify possible 

solutions to create a safer, more efficient flow for 

both vehicles and pedestrians. 

 

Upon completion of the preliminary study and con-
cept preparation, it was determined that further 
detailed study would be necessary to develop a 
final recommendation.  The vehicular traffic  
pat terns may change due to  the  
implementat ion of  the Main Street  
closed-loop traffic signal project, currently under 
w a y .   T h e  m o s t  c u r r e n t  t r a f f i c  
information should be used in conjunction with 
o ther  fac tors  such as  budget  to  
determine the most effective solution to the issues 
at this location. 
 

 

Looking East on Ashland Street, across Main Street 

Looking East across Main Street, down Ashland Street 

Looking East across Main Street, down Green Street 

VEHICULAR CIRCULATION AND 

PEDESTRIAN SAFETY 



11 

 

SPECIAL STUDY AREAS 

Concept A (see Exhibit section for diagram) 
The first concept for the intersection was  
designed with the primary goal to increase  
pedestrian safety at the intersection, without  
considering the problem of vehicular congestion 
and delays.  Crosswalks were designed to be 
perpendicular to the travel lanes, with additional 
markings to ensure higher visibility for the  
drivers.  This concept would be relatively low 
cost, but would require modifications to the traffic 
signal, without including Green Street as part of 
the signalized intersection.  Green Street would 
continue to operate as a two-way stop controlled 
intersection with Ashland Street.  This concept 
depicts two additional crosswalks at the  
intersections. 
 
Positive aspects of this concept include: 

• Increased pedestrian safety due to  
reduced distance and higher visibility 

• Low cost to implement 
 

Negative aspects of this concept include: 
• Does not address traffic congestion,  

delays and confusing traffic patterns 
 

Concept B (see Exhibit section for diagram) 
The second concept for the intersection was to  
completely re-align the intersection to include Green 
Street as a fifth leg of the signalized intersection.   
Relief of vehicular congestion is the primary goal of 
this concept.  Key points of this concept include:  
addition of left-turn lanes both north and south bound 
on Main Street and removal of the stop-controlled  
intersection at Green and Ashland Streets. 
 
Positive aspects of this concept include: 

• Increased pedestrian safety due to reduced 
number of crossings 

• Greatly reduced vehicular delays 
 
Negative aspects of this concept include: 

• Required right-of-way and property acquisition 
on the southeast corner of the intersection,  
resulting in the removal of almost all parking 
from this business. 

• Removal of approximately 36 total on-street 
parking spots along Main Street and Ashland 
Street. 

• Costly to implement 
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