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The Waterfront Alliance works to protect, transform, 
and revitalize our harbor and waterfront.

Mission 
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Constituency building
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Access Ecology

Resiliency
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But there is also…



Municipal Arts Society 

And this…
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And this…
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And this…



And this…



And this…



And this…
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How can we do better? 
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Physical (beaches) and biological (algae, rooted vegetation, 
oyster reefs) structures of the shore zone help to dissipate energy 
from waves and currents…(Coops et al. 1996, Strayer and Findlay 2010, 
Scyphers et al. 2011).

…narrowing and tidying of the shore zone, shortening and 
simplification of the shoreline…decrease local 
biodiversity and rates of many biogeochemical processes.

Evidence-based  



Principles
Enhance ecology, 

Encourage maritime use 

Use a science-based, evaluative process for restoration 

Commit to equity and community input

Promote resiliency

Enhance public access, especially for 
boats



Credit system
1. Site Selection & Planning
2. Public Access & Interaction
3. Edge Resiliency
4. Ecology & Habitat
5. Materials & Resources
6. Operations & Maintenance
7. Innovation



and guidelines



for better engagement  



and improved practice   

Hunters Point South, Queens, NY



Most importantly…a 
communication tool 



Government
• US ACOE
• USCG
• US HUD
• NYS DOS
• NYS DEC
• NYC DCP
• NYC DEP
• NYC DPR
• NYC SBS
• NYC EDC
• NYC Mayor’s Office 
• (OLTPS/ORR)
• NJ DEP
• PA NY/NJ
• NYC DOT
• NYC DDC

Experts/Consultants
• AECOM
• AKRF
• Arcadis
• ARUP
• Biohabitats
• dlandstudio
• Ed Weinstein Architecture
• FXFOWLE 
• Great Ecology
• HDR
• Langan Engineering
• Louis Berger Group
• OCC
• Parsons Brinkerhoff
• Ray Fusco Inc.
• SeArc
• SCAPE
•Starr Whitehouse
• Studio V 

Stakeholders/Users
• NYC Water Trails Association
• Hudson River Park Trust
• New Yorkers for Parks
• Brooklyn Bridge Park
• Hudson River Foundation
• NY-NJ HEP
• NPCA
• The Nature Conservancy
• ASLA/AIA/APA
• ASCE/COPRI
• Cornell University
• Stevens Institute/CRUX
• Working Harbor Committee
• CON ED
• NYCHA
• WE ACT
• Trust for Public Land
• Align NY

22

WEDG Task Force (partial list)   
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• Six certifications 
• Three awards 
• Over 2,000 downloads
• National presentations: APA, ASLA, Restore 

America’s Estuaries  

Milestones to date…

TBA!



Components 



Site Selection & Planning 



e Public

Public Access & Interaction



PA&I Credit 2 
Engage local community and users 



e PublicR
Public

Edge Resiliency



Ecology & Habitat



e Public

Materials & Resources



e Public

Operations & Maintenance



Category 7: Innovation

e Public
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Moving forward…
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WEDG 2017 

Community focus Growth and new partnerships
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e Public
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Thanks!

rlewis@waterfrontalliance.org



www.waterfrontalliance.org

kboicourt@waterfrontalliance.org

Follow: @OurWaterfront

facebook.com/WaterfrontAlliance

Connect with us 

Supported by:


