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Philadelphia Parks & Recreation

Philadelphia has an equitable 
and exceptional parks and 
recreation system that 
connects people to each other, 
to enriching experiences, and 
to the natural world.

● 10,000+ acres of public 
land and waterways156 
Rec Centers & 
Playgrounds

● 154 neighborhood parks
● 74 pools
● 166 miles of trails
● 5 Ice Skating Rinks
● 25 Computer Labs
● 40 Historic Houses
● 3 Environmental 

Education Centers
● 60 Community Gardens 

& Orchards
● 600+ athletic fields



Philadelphia Parks & Recreation

O’Neil-Dunne,Jarlath. (2011). A Report on the City of Philadelphia’s 
Existing and Possible Tree Canopy. 

Park land accounts for 10% of the 
city, while providing 40% of tree 
benefits

• REDUCE 
STORMWATER

• IMPROVE AIR 
QUALITY

• REDUCE HEAT 
ISLANDS

• STORE CARBON 
• REDUCE HEATING & 

COOLING COSTS
• SUSTAIN WILDLIFE



Threats to Our Forests
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Threats to Our Forest  



Restoring Our Forests

Managing for change.
 Restoring
● biodiversity
● ecosystem function
● forest regeneration

Southern Species Experiment Plants

Latin Name Common Name Hardiness Zone

Callicarpa americana Beautyberry 6 to 10

Calycanthus floridus Carolina allspice 5 to 10

Cladrastis lutea Yellow wood 4 to 8

Fothergilla major Tall Fothergilla 4 to 8

Halesia carolina Carolina silverbell 5 to 8

Hydrangea quercifolia Oakleaf hydrangea 5 to 9

Itea virginica Virginia sweetspire 5 to 9

Leucothoe fontanesiana Fetterbush 6 to 8

Morella cerifera Wax myrtle 7 to 11

Pinus taeda Loblolly pine 6 to 9

Quercus falcata Southern red oak 7 to 9



Building Our Canopy

Select & distribute species that are…
Adapted to hardiness zones 
8 to 10+

• Nyssa sylvatica
• Quercus falcata

Resistant to extreme winds
 & weather events

• Taxodium Distichum
Thrive in Southern cities

• Magnolia grandiflora

USDA Forest Service, Climate Change Tree Atlas 
www.fs.fed.us/nrs/atlas/
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Building Our Canopy
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Stewardship as Education



Park Stewardship
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Thank you!


