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The Delaware Valley Regional Planning Commission (DVRPC) is an interstate, intercounty, and intercity agency that 
provides comprehensive and coordinated planning for the orderly growth of the Greater Philadelphia region. As the 
region’s metropolitan planning organization (MPO), the Commission provides technical assistance and services to its 
member state, county, and local governments, the private sector, and the public. Delaware Valley Data is our periodic 
series of free data bulletins and analytical reports. The nine-county DVRPC region includes five southeastern 
Pennsylvania counties (Bucks, Chester, Delaware, Montgomery, and Philadelphia) and four southern New Jersey counties 
(Burlington, Camden, Gloucester, and Mercer). The Commission’s extended data services area includes its nine member 
counties plus 19 adjacent counties in Delaware, Maryland, New Jersey, and Pennsylvania (see map on page 3). 

This data bulletin contains sub-county population estimates as of July 1, 2009, for the 28 counties located within DVRPC’s 
extended data services area, as released by the United States Census Bureau on June 22, 2010. This bulletin replaces 
Data Bulletin No. 87 (Municipal, County, and Regional Population Estimates, 2000-2007), published by DVRPC in July 
2008. The Census Bureau's Population Estimates Program (PEP) produces July 1st estimates for the years following the 
last published decennial census and in most cases simultaneously revises annual estimates released in previous years. 
Existing data series such as births, deaths, federal tax returns, Medicare enrollment, and immigration are used to update 
the base counts from the decennial Census. PEP estimates are used in federal funding allocations, in setting the levels of 
national surveys, and in monitoring recent demographic changes. The current release is the last set of estimates that will 
be issued prior to the release of 2010 Census data.   

Table 1 summarizes information for the DVRPC region and Tables 2 and 3 identify the 20 fastest growing municipalities in 
the DVRPC region by percent change and absolute change, respectively. Table 4 illustrates population change by county 
and Table 5 provides data for the extended data services area, metropolitan statistical areas and metropolitan divisions. 
Appendix A provides population estimates for minor civil divisions (MCDs) in New Jersey and Pennsylvania (where MCDs 
serve as general-purpose local governments) and for incorporated places in Delaware and Maryland. 

AREA DEFINITIONS 

In addition to providing data for the nine-county DVRPC region and its extended data services area, this data bulletin 
aggregates data as per the definitions of statistical areas issued by the Federal Office of Management and Budget (OMB) 
in November 2007. The OMB defines Metropolitan, Micropolitan, and Combined Statistical Areas, New England City and 
Town Areas, and Metropolitan Divisions for use in federal statistical analyses. These areas are updated periodically to 
reflect changes in the population. Comparisons of this data with regional information issued earlier than 2007 should be 
made with caution, but can be accomplished by aggregating individual county data. 

 The Philadelphia-Camden-Wilmington Metropolitan Statistical Area (MSA) is comprised of the Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania Metropolitan Division; the Camden, New Jersey Metropolitan Division; and the Wilmington, 
Delaware-Maryland-New Jersey Metropolitan Division. 

 The Philadelphia, Pennsylvania Metropolitan Division includes Bucks, Chester, Delaware, Montgomery, and 
Philadelphia counties in Pennsylvania. 



 The Camden, New Jersey Metropolitan Division includes Burlington, Camden, and Gloucester counties in New 
Jersey. 

 The Wilmington Delaware-Maryland-New Jersey, Metropolitan Division includes New Castle County, Delaware; 
Cecil County, Maryland; and Salem County, New Jersey. 

 The Trenton-Ewing MSA includes Mercer County, New Jersey. 

HIGHLIGHTS: 

 The population of the nine-county DVRPC region increased by over 240,000 (four percent) between 2000 and 
2009, with the greatest percentage increases realized in Chester County, Pennsylvania, and Gloucester County, 
New Jersey. 

 Each of the DVRPC region’s nine counties, including Philadelphia, saw their population increase over the nine-
year time period, with increases ranging from just over 5,900 (Delaware County) to over 63,000 (Chester County).  

 In December 2009, the U.S. Census Bureau officially changed its July 2008 estimate of Philadelphia’s population 
from 1,447,395 to 1,540,351, in response to an appeal filed by the City. After experiencing significant population 
declines during each of the previous three decades (with a total loss of over 432,000 residents between 1970 and 
2000), Philadelphia’s population grew by just under 33,600 between 2000 and 2009 (an increase of two percent).  

 The fastest growing municipality in the Greater Philadelphia region between 2000 and 2009 (and, in fact, the 
fastest growing municipality in the 28-county region) was Woolwich Township (Gloucester County, New Jersey), 
which realized a population increase of 198 percent.  Woolwich’s absolute increase of 6,291 residents was second 
in the nine-county region only to the City of Philadelphia and was followed by Warrington Township in Bucks 
County (which gained 5,040 residents) and Winslow Township in Camden County (which gained 4,999). 

 The population of the Philadelphia MSA (which, unlike the DVRPC region, excludes Mercer County, New Jersey, 
but includes Salem County, New Jersey; Cecil County, Maryland; and New Castle County, Delaware) increased by 
approximately five percent between 2000 and 2009, gaining over 275,000 residents.  

 Based on percentage change, the fastest growing counties in DVRPC’s 28-county extended data services area 
between 2000 and 2009 were Kent County (Delaware) and Cecil County (Maryland), with population increases of 
22 and 17 percent, respectively. Other fast-growing counties included Chester County (Pennsylvania), with a 14 
percent over the nine-year period, and Gloucester County (New Jersey), with a 13 percent increase. 

 In terms of absolute change, counties that realized the greatest population growth between 2000 and 2009 were 
Chester County, Pennsylvania (which gained over 63,000 residents) and Ocean County, New Jersey (which 
gained almost 60,000). 

 Among all municipalities and incorporated areas in DVRPC’s 28-county extended data services area, Somerset 
County’s Franklin Township was second only to Philadelphia (which is both a city and a county) in terms of 
absolute increase in population, gaining over 11,358 new residents. Franklin Township was followed closely by 
Lower Macungie Township in Lehigh County, where the population increased by 10,728.  

 By percentage, Woolwich Township’s 198 percent increase was followed by Middletown Town (New Castle 
County, Delaware) with a 102 percent increase; Penn Township (Chester County, Pennsylvania) with a 97 percent 
increase; Lebanon Borough (Hunterdon County, New Jersey) with an 87 percent increase; and Hallam Borough 
(York County, Pennsylvania), where an increase of 934 people translated into an 82 percent increase. 
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Table 2: Twenty Fastest Growing Municipalities in Greater Philadelphia by Percent Change, July 2000 through July 2009 

  
Municipality, County, State 

Percent 
change 

2000-2009 

  
Municipality, County, State 

Percent 
change 

2000-2009 

1 Woolwich Township, Gloucester, NJ 198% 11 East Fallowfield Township, Chester, PA 49% 

2 Penn Township, Chester, PA 97% 12 Delanco Township, Burlington, NJ 48% 

3 Bethel Township, Delaware, PA 73% 13 Charlestown Township, Chester, PA 47% 

4 Upper Uwchlan Township, Chester, PA 67% 14 East Nottingham Township, Chester, PA 43% 

5 Ivyland Borough, Bucks, PA 63% 15 Thornbury Township, Delaware, PA 42% 

6 East Caln Township, Chester, PA 57% 16 Harrison Township, Gloucester, NJ 42% 

7 West Vincent Township, Chester, PA 54% 17 Hainesport Township, Burlington, NJ 41% 

8 East Greenwich Township, Gloucester, NJ 53% 18 South Coventry Township, Chester, PA 39% 

9 Mansfield Township, Burlington, NJ 52% 19 Concord Township, Delaware, PA 38% 

10 East Coventry Township, Chester, PA 49% 20 Londonderry Township, Chester, PA 36% 

Source:  Delaware Valley Regional Planning Commission.  Source data from the United States Census Bureau, Population Estimates 
Program (released June 22, 2010). This information is based on the most recently released census files and may include updated data 
that differs from previously released DVRPC reports.   
 
 

Table 3: Twenty Fastest Growing Municipalities in Greater Philadelphia by Absolute Change, July 2000 through July 2009 

  
Municipality, County, State 

Absolute 
change 

2000-2009 

 
 

 
Municipality, County, State 

Absolute 
change 

2000-2009 

1 City of Philadelphia, Philadelphia, PA 33,497 11 Deptford Township, Gloucester, NJ 3,908 

2 Woolwich Township, Gloucester, NJ 6,291 12 Harrison Township, Gloucester, NJ 3,727 

3 Warrington Township, Bucks, PA 5,040 13 Washington Township, Gloucester, NJ 3,698 

4 Winslow Township, Camden, NJ 4,999 14 Voorhees Township, Camden, NJ 3,654 

5 Bethel Township, Delaware, PA 4,776 15 Lower Providence Township, Montgomery, PA 3,476 

6 Upper Uwchlan Township, Chester, PA 4,637 16 Hamilton Township, Mercer, NJ 3,373 

7 West Windsor Township, Mercer, NJ 4,499 17 Willingboro Township, Burlington, NJ 3,323 

8 Concord Township, Delaware, PA 4,362 18 Limerick Township, Montgomery, PA 3,277 

9 Monroe Township, Gloucester, NJ 4,270 19 Buckingham Township, Bucks, PA 3,146 

10 Upper Providence Township, Montgomery, PA 4,249 20 Warminster Township, Bucks, PA 3,133 

Source:  Delaware Valley Regional Planning Commission.  Source data from the United States Census Bureau, Population Estimates 
Program (released June 22, 2010). This information is based on the most recently released census files and may include updated data 
that differs from previously released DVRPC reports.
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Data Bulletin No. 89 is one in a series of reports designed to disseminate information to member state, county, 
and local governments and other interested parties. DVRPC maintains a significant database for 28 counties in 
Delaware, Maryland, New Jersey, and Pennsylvania. Included in the database are data profiles at the regional, 
county, and municipal level, and for other census geographies, as requested. DVRPC provides a diverse range 
of data-related services, including demographic and economic data and projections; mapping and aerial 
photography; computer-assisted mapping and geographic information systems; and policy and program 
development. For more information on Data Bulletins, Analytical Data Reports, Data Reference Guides, and 
Data Snapshots, please visit DVRPC’s website, or contact DVRPC at the telephone number below. 

DVRPC is dedicated to uniting the region's elected officials, planning professionals, and the public with a 
common vision of making a great region even greater. Shaping the way we live, work, and play, DVRPC builds 
consensus on improving transportation, promoting smart growth, protecting the environment, and enhancing the 
economy. We serve a diverse region of nine counties: Bucks, Chester, Delaware, Montgomery, and 
Philadelphia in Pennsylvania; and Burlington, Camden, Gloucester, and Mercer in New Jersey. DVRPC is the 
federally designated Metropolitan Planning Organization for the Greater Philadelphia Region – leading the way 
to a better future. 

 

 
  
 190 North Independence Mall West - 8th Floor 
 Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 19106-1520 
 215-592-1800 
 www.dvrpc.org

 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
 

 
 
 

The symbol in our logo is adapted from the official DVRPC seal and is designed as a stylized image of the 
Delaware Valley. The outer ring symbolizes the region as a whole while the diagonal bar signifies the Delaware 
River. The two adjoining crescents represent the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania and the State of New Jersey.   

DVRPC is funded by a variety of funding sources, including federal grants from the U.S. Department of 
Transportation's Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) and Federal Transit Administration (FTA), the 
Pennsylvania and New Jersey departments of transportation, and DVRPC's state and local member 
governments. The authors, however, are solely responsible for the findings and conclusions herein, which may 
not represent the official views or policies of the funding agencies. 

DVRPC fully complies with Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 and related statutes and regulations in all 
programs and activities. DVRPC's website may be translated into several languages online by visiting 
www.dvrpc.org. Publications and other public documents can be made available in alternative languages and 
formats, if requested. For more information, please call (215) 238-2871. 
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