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Introduction 

The following data tables show the 1990 municipal population, occupied housing units, 
occupied housing units by vehicle availability, total vehicle availability, employed residents and 
employmentl • Demographic and employment data are among the basic inputs for DVRPC's 
regional travel-demand simulation models which estimate base-year travel patterns, travel 
demand on individual facilities, transit ridership, highway vehicle miles of travel and highway 
source air pollutant emissions. The data presented here along with the 1970 and 1980 census data 
constitute the historical base used to forecast year 2000,2010 and 2020's municipal demographic 
characteristics and employment, which are documented in Direction 2020 Report 152• These 
tables cover all municipalities in the Delaware Valley Region (352 municipalities and 12 county 
planning areas in Philadelphia), as well as three municipalities in Berks County, P A. All 
demographic variables are counted at the place of residence, and employment is tallied at the 
place of work. No municipal boundary has been altered during the last decade. 

The 1990 census definitions for the variables are as follows3: 

Population: the total number of inhabitants in a municipality without regard to race, gender or 
any other social and economic variables. Population is based on a 100-percent count and the 
1990 population is drawn from Table P3 (100-Percent Count of Persons) of STF-3. 

Occupied Housing Units: Living quarters are classified as either housing units or group 
quarters. A housing unit is defined as a house, an apartment, a mobil home or trailer, a group 
of rooms or a single room occupied as separate living quarters, or if vacant, intended for 
occupancy as separate living quarters. If the living quarters contain nine or more persons 
unrelated to the householder or person in charge (a total of at least 10 unrelated persons), it is 
classified as group quarters. A housing unit is classified as occupied if it is the usual place of 
residence of the person or group of persons living in it at the time of enumeration, or if the 
occupants are only temporarily absent; that is, away on vacation or business. Occupied rooms 
or suites of rooms in hotels,. motels, and similar places are classified as housing units only when 
occupied by permanent residents. In 100-percent tabulations, the count of occupied housing units 
always equals the count of households or householders. In sample tabulations, the numbers may 
differ as a result of the weighting process. The number of 1990 occupied housing units is 
calculated from Table H37 (Tenure by Vehicle Available) of STF-3, which is based on sampling 
and compatible with the 1970 and 1980 corresponding data used in transportation planning. 

1 The 1990 population and employment were initially documented in Year 2020 County and Municipal Interim 
PopUlation and Employment Forecasts, Direction 2020, Report 8. DVRPC, June 1993. The 1990 municipal 
employment estimates were adopted by the DVRPC Board. 

2 See Year 2020 Municipal Forecasts of Occupied Housing Units, Vehicle Availability and Employed Residents, 
Direction 2020 Report 15, DVRPC, February 1994. 

3 For more details, see 1990 Census of Population and Housing, Guide, Part B. Glossary, U.S. Department of 
Commerce, Economics and Statistics Administration, Bureau of the Census. 
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Occupied Housing Units by Vehicle Availability: These data are derived from the census long­
form questionnaire item H13 (about 17 percent of all households received the long form in 
1990). Each category data shows the number of households with the specified number of 
passenger cars, vans and pickup or panel trucks of one-ton capacity or less, available for the use 
of household members. Vehicles rented or leased for one month or more, company vehicles, and 
government vehicles are included, if kept at home for nonbusiness purposes .. These data are 
estimated based on the household sampling distribution and are drawn from Table H37 (Tenure 
by Vehicle Available) of STF-3 for 1990. 

Total Vehicle Availability: These data are calculated from the above occupied housing units by 
vehicle availability data. Each category is converted into number of vehicles available for that 
category by multiplying the vehicle availability and the number of occupied housing units, and 
then summing across all categories to get the total vehicles available for households in a 
municipality. 

Employed Residents: All civilians 16 years old and over who were either "at work" or "with 
a job, but not at work". "At work" refers to those who did any work at all during the census 
reference week as paid employees, worked in their own business or profession, worked on their 
own farm or worked 15 hours or more as unpaid workers on a family farm or in a family 
business. "With a job, but not at work" refers to those who did not work during. the reference 
week, but had jobs or business from which they were temporarily absent, for whatever reason 
in the census reference week. Also, persons who served in the United States armed forces are 
included regardless of whether or not they went to work during the reference week. These data 
are drawn from Table P70 (Sex by Employment Status) of STF-3 for 1990. 

Employment: Unlike demographic variables, employment is tallied by place of work, and as 
such it measures the number of jobs within a given municipality. The census does not directly 
provide estimates of employment. The census data for a given municipality consist of counts of 
work trips going to that municipality from all places during the census reference week. These 
data underestimate the total jobs in a municipality, because employed persons who did not make 
a work trip, due to vacation, sickness, or whatever reason, were excluded from the tally. Also, 
some people had more than one job and made additional work trips during the reference week, 
but the census only counted work trips to the primary job. To adjust for these errors, the census 
municipal estimates were factored to the county control totals, based on Bureau of Economic 
Analysis estimates, Bureau of Labor Statistics ES-202 data, occupational privilege tax data, Dun 
and Bradstreet data, and other sources. 

The 1990 municipal demographic and employment data are listed by county, following 
a regional map and a county-level summary table. A municipality map (county planning areas 
map for Philadelphia) precedes county's table. In the tables, the four categories under the header 
of Housing by Vehicle Availability tabulate no-vehicle, one-vehicle, two-vehicle, three- or more­
vehicle occupied housing units, respectively. Total Vehicles refers to total vehicle availability, 
or the number of vehicles available for the use of residents. The rest of the variables are defmed 
as above. 
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