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‘ Status of Grasslands and Avifauna

= Populations of 15 out of 19 grassland birds of eastern NA
are experiencing declines.

= In New Jersey, 41% of state endangered birds are
grassland species; 29% are threatened birds.

= Twenty percent of New Jersey’s rare and declining species

rely on grassland habitat.
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‘ Market-based Solutions

= Traditional agricultural
systems:

o Bird seed | |
www.njaudubon.org

o Biofuels :TM
= Forested systems: "
o Mulch & oeWe . HlNe
Support A cultural Viability and the Environment

o Horse bedding
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- Establish a viable alternative energy option for farms, has amazing potential fo revitalize rural economies: by absorbing the surplus production of the agricultural
o th]fg the ﬁm economy a and mihblll'l.}' of local Pmﬂm sector and reducing the economic and anvironmental costs associaled with fossil fuel use. The flsing price
-/ Provide nesting habitat for state threatened and anm“w | | of heating oil and natural gas will increasingly make the replacement of these fuels with

biomass energy more financizlly attractive to consumers. Relative to heating oil systems,

grassland-dependent bird species, grass pellets have the potential 1o reduce fuel heating costs and greenhouse gas
+ Bequester increased amounts of t‘:&l‘hﬂl‘iﬂ the soil, emissions by up to 30% and 90%, respectively. As the economic
+ Hedl.ﬁ:n need for chemical Ertmu-r benefits of grass pellets are recognized, production

of the grasses will be praviding natural
resource protection of our solls, water,
air, and critical grassiand habitat.
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Recommendations

Understand and prioritize the critical role that
agricultural lands play in sustaining
biodiversity.

ldentify market-based solutions that provide
Incentives to land managers to include
considerations for native wildlife in their farm
plans.



