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DVRPC and Title VI, Environmental Justice (EJ), and Public 
Participation

DVRPC follows federal mandates regarding Title VI, EJ, and Public 
Participation.
 Implement Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 by assuring that all residents of 

Greater Philadelphia are represented fairly and not discriminated against in the 
transportation planning and capital investment process. 

 Assure that EJ, as outlined by the 1994 President’s Executive Order, is 
integrated into DVRPC’s planning and outreach practices. EJ is defined as the 
fair treatment and meaningful involvement of all people in the planning process, 
as well as the implementation, and enforcement of environmental laws, 
regulations, and policies.

 Public Participation federal mandates include:
• Adequate public notice of activities and comment periods; convenient and accessible 

public meetings;
• Timely notice and reasonable access to information, including via internet;
• Employment of visualization techniques;
• Solicitation and consideration of the needs of the traditionally underserved.



Perspective

The Commission consistently strives 
toward a more inclusionary and 
participatory regional planning process.
 Information, and opportunities for 

participation should be early, often, and 
ongoing.

DVRPC believes that environmental  
justice should be inherent to all work 
completed by the Commission and should 
be incorporated into all of DVRPC’s 
programs, plans, and public participation 
activities.



Inform, Educate, Collaborate, Participate



Inform, Educate, Collaborate, 
Participate

www.twitter.com/DVRPC
www.dvrpc.org
DVRPC Committees
Publications and Reports
DVRPC e-newsletter
Media Releases
Events
Regional Listening Sessions
Public Comment Periods 
Public Outreach for specific projects 
Partnering with other agencies
Resource Center
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LONG-RANGE PLAN DEVELOPMENT

Assess 
Trends and 
Forecasts

Develop a 
Vision for 
the Future

Identify 
Strategies to 
Achieve the 

Vision

Implement 
the Plan

Public & 
Stakeholder 

Outreach



REGIONAL TRENDS:
SLOWING GROWTH…

Regional Population  (1900 – 2035)

DVRPC Forecast



REGIONAL TRENDS:
…BUT RAPIDLY INCREASING LAND CONSUMPTION

The rate of land developed increased at five times
the rate of population growth over this 80-year period

1930

3.3 million people

222,000 acres 
developed 

1970

5.1 million people

641,000 acres 
developed

2010

5.6 million people

970,000 acres 
developed



GROWTH AT THE PERIPHERY
2040 POPULATION FORECAST



A HOLE IN THE DONUT
2040 EMPLOYMENT FORECAST



REGIONAL TRENDS: 
TRANSPORTATION IMPACTS

Change in Population, Employment, Developed Land, 
Vehicles, Annual Vehicle Miles Traveled (VMT), and

Transit Ridership
(1980-2009)

Source: U.S. Census Bureau 1980-2000; American Community Survey 2005-2007; PennDOT, NJDOT, SEPTA,    
DRPA/PATCO, NJ Transit 1980-2007
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REGIONAL TRENDS:
THE 20TH CENTURY COMMUTE



REGIONAL TRENDS:
THE 21ST CENTURY COMMUTE



CORE PLAN PRINCIPLES

FRAMEWORK FOR A 
MORE SUSTAINABLE FUTURE

Create Livable Communities

Build an Energy-Efficient Economy

Modernize the Transportation System

Manage Growth & Protect Resources



2035 Land Use Plan



KEY STRATEGIES TO
MANAGE GROWTH & PROTECT RESOURCES

Preserve Open Space

Promote Infill Development

Encourage Compact, Centers-Based 
Development



KEY STRATEGIES TO 
CREATE LIVABLE COMMUNITIES

Update Zoning Codes Enhance Community Design 
Standards

Encourage Transit-Oriented Development Support Community Green 
Infrastructure



Plan Centers



KEY STRATEGIES TO
BUILD AN ENERGY-EFFICIENT ECONOMY

Reduce Energy Demand Through More Compact Land Use Patterns 

Produce Energy with Less CO2 Prioritize Investments to Serve 
Key Sectors & Locations



GREENHOUSE GAS EMISSIONS INVENTORY

Greenhouse Gas Emissions per Population 
+ Employment (2005 MTCO2E)



Regional Policy Framework
Transportation investments are linked to long-range planning goals 
and selected based on quantitative analysis, with emphasis on:

 Multi-Modal Network
Integrate transit, highway, bicycle & pedestrian, freight and passenger   

facilities to serve transportation needs.

 Context Sensitive Design
Solutions emerge from local concerns, needs, and conditions.

 Community Development
Leverage transportation investments to rebuild communities.

 Fix-It First
Funding constraints prioritizes maintenance and operation of  existing 

network.

CORE PLAN PRINCIPLE:
MODERNIZE THE TRANSPORTATION SYSTEM



PLAN UPDATE



A GROWING PROBLEM:
BY THE NUMBERS

$1 .4 B i l l ion  - Amount spent each year in the TIP

$2.5 Bil l ion – Amount we should spend each year in the TIP

$5 Billion – Current unfunded SEPTA project needs

$22 Billion – Projected amount to reconstruct I -95

$36 Billion –Total road & bridge funding in medium scenario

$77 Billion – Total road and bridge needs in the region



HOW DID WE GET HERE?

 FAILURE OF ACT 44: SEPTA lost 25% of capital budget

 IMPROVING FUEL EFFICIENCY: 50 MPG is good, but…

 FEAR OF TAXES: Federal and state gas taxes fixed since 1990s

Monthly Gas Tax Paid by 
Average Driver in Pennsylvania

(2010 Dollars)

Source: TFAC



1957-2007 

2008-2012

FEDERAL FUNDING OF TRANSPORTATION

$0

-$53
Billion

Source: Federal Highway Administration

Highway Trust Fund Deficit



2002 Worldwide 
Ranking of U.S. 

Infrastructure Quality 

2011 Worldwide 
Ranking of U.S. 

Infrastructure Quality

STRIVING (BUT FAILING) TO KEEP UP

5

24
Source: World Economic Forum



2.4%
U.S.A.

9%
China

5%
European 

Union

8%
India

INFRASTRUCTURE SPENDING 
AS A PERCENTAGE OF GDP

Source: The Economist



LAGGING BEHIND PEER REGIONS
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Transit Capital & Operating Funding
From Local Sources per Capita



CONNECTIONS 2040
TRANSPORTATION INVESTMENT SCENARIOS



FUNDING OUR FUTURE
LANE MILES RECONSTRUCTED AND RESURFACED BY 2040

Need
• $19 billion

Available
• $11 billion 

(in Medium 
Scenario)



FUNDING OUR FUTURE
NUMBER OF BRIDGE PROJECTS BY 2040

Need
• $58 billion

Available
• $15 billion

(in Medium 
Scenario)



FUNDING OUR FUTURE
MILES OF MIXED-USE TRAILS BUILT BY 2040

Low Scenario
• 82% Complete

Medium Scenario
• 92% Complete

High Scenario
• 100% Complete



FUNDING OUR FUTURE
TRANSIT IMPROVEMENTS 2014-2040 BY SCENARIO

LOW FUNDING SCENARIO
• Basic maintenance and safety priorities;   No new trains
• Larger projects are delayed;   Service may be compromised 
• South Jersey Bus Rapid Transit;   No new rail expansion

MEDIUM FUNDING SCENARIO
• Backlog of projects completed but delayed
• Some new trains;   Some station improvements
• Rail extensions to Wawa (PA) and Glassboro (NJ)

HIGH FUNDING SCENARIO
• Achieve State of Good Repair;   Replace all vehicles as needed
• Increase service;   Expand parking & Transportation Centers
• Additional rail expansion



TRANSPORTATION INVESTMENT PRIORITIES
FUNDING IN  THE CONNECTIONS 2035 LONG-RANGE PLAN

$65 Billion over 26 years



TRANSPORTATION INVESTMENT PRIORITIES
FUNDING IN  THE CONNECTIONS 2040 LONG-RANGE PLAN

$44 to $61 Billion over 27 years



THE SURVEY SAYS:

of  American  voters  say 
fully  funding  transportation 
infrastructure  is  either 
extremely or  very important

66%

say No new 
gas taxes

71%

say No 
new tolls

64%

BUT……

Source: The Rockefeller Foundation

say No 
replacing the 

58% gas tax with a 
mileage tax

A MIXED MESSAGE



CONNECTIONS 2040
CHOICES & VOICES

www.dvrpc.org/ChoicesAndVoices



AUTO-ORIENTED COMMUNITIES



COMMUNITIES WITH TRANSPORTATION OPTIONS





ROAD & BRIDGE MAINTENANCE



TRANSIT MAINTENANCE & OPERATIONAL IMPROVEMENTS



SYSTEM EXPANSION



RESULTS



Michael Boyer

mboyer@dvrpc .org
QUESTIONS & COMMENTS


