June 24, 2014
Meeting Highlights
Attendees: David Cohen, Harry Fox, David Gunther, James Hopkins, Morgan Hugo, Joel Johnson, Elise
Mannella, Peter Meyer, Chuck Romick, Tahirih Smith, Liz Walsh Theresa Ziegler (PPTF Members);
Candace Snyder, Jane Meconi, Barry Seymour, Laurie Matkowski, Rob Graff (Staff)
Welcome and Meeting Overview
Jim Hopkins, PPTF Chair, welcomed members to the meeting.
Presentations
RIMIS Deployment Update
Laurie Matkowski, Manager, DVRPC Office of Transportation Operations, presented an overview of her
department and highlighted the RIMIS (Regional Integrated Multi‐Modal Information Sharing) Project. A
growing role for DVRPC is to assist our transportation providers to better manage and operate their
systems. This includes advanced information systems, operations centers, incident management and
response, emergency services, tolling and congestion pricing, parking management, service scheduling,
and a host of other techniques. DVRPC convenes the Transportation Operations Task Force, which is a
forum for agencies to share information on ITS (Intelligent Transportation Systems) deployments and
incident management programs, develop a consensus on regional ITS issues, respond to federal
initiatives, and develop an annual action plan. It has the ability to establish subcommittees to tackle
specific issues as they arise. As a technical‐level group, it directs DVRPC's Transportation Operations
planning activities that in turn support the Task Force.
RIMIS is a web based information exchange network connecting highway operation centers, transit
control centers, and 911 call centers in the Delaware Valley. RIMIS enables agencies to receive messages
about incidents, construction and maintenance activity, and special events that impact highways and
transit.
The overall motivation for RIMIS is to foster better communications and information‐sharing between
the many agencies in the region. RIMIS's objectives include:



Enable agencies to provide timely and clear notifications and information to other agencies.
Enable agencies to act on timely and clear incident notifications and information about the
transportation system.




Increase the knowledge of the transportation "big picture."
Improve the interpretation of transportation information through utilization of common formats
and protocols used by the "source" agencies.

RIMIS is proving to be a great tool for local emergency responders in the region and our operating
agency partners in their battle against highway incidents and traffic congestion. An update was provided
on how this system is being used and which agencies at the state, regional, county, city and
municipal levels are currently using it in their daily operations.
Resilience in the Face of Climate Change
Rob Graff, DVRPC Manager, Office of Energy and Climate Change Initiatives, provided a brief
introduction to the impacts of climate change on the region, and how agencies and organizations are
preparing to address issues such as flooding, snow, and storms. Mr. Graff reported on an FTA‐funded
project for SEPTA to complete updates to the Norristown‐ Manayunk Regional Rail line, which runs along
the Schuylkill River and is susceptible to flooding. Signal huts are now elevated to avoid flooding, and a
turn‐around was installed at the edge of the flood zone so the line can run until that point. SEPTA has
also instituted several administrative changes, such as using social media to alert customers of service
changes, and suspending service prior to a storm so trains and buses do not get stranded. By suspending
service earlier, SEPTA can reinstate service faster once the weather event clears. Mr. Graff also
highlighted an FHWA‐funded project to assess the vulnerability to climate change for two regional
transportation corridors in New Jersey.
Committee Business and Upcoming Outreach, Events, and News









Candace Snyder announced that this meeting would be the final one chaired by Jim Hopkins,
and thanked him for his service in guiding the PPTF in its initial stage.
Tahirih Smith, current Vice Chair, has volunteered for the Chair position. Bradley Flamm has
volunteered for the Vice Chair position. No other volunteers or nominations were received from
the floor. Jim Hopkins made a motion to endorse this slate, which was seconded by Peter
Meyer, and it was passed unanimously by PPTF members in attendance. An online poll will also
be taken of PPTF members not in attendance to validate the election.
The next PPTF meeting is scheduled for August 5. Understanding that August is a popular month
for vacation, a poll will be taken of members to see if there is interest in having this meeting.
There is also an option to have an informal event for members to meet.
PPTF representatives to DVRPC committees were reviewed. There is a need for a Pennsylvania
representative to the Regional Technical Committee (RTC). The RTC meets 10 times a year,
usually the second Tuesday of the month, and serves as an advisory unit to DVRPC reporting to
the DVRPC Board. PPTF members will be polled for a volunteer.
Jane Meconi noted that the May 15 special PPTF meeting was well attended and received, and
that planning for a fall special event will start soon. She asked for recommendations for topics
and special guest speakers that may be invited to this event.
The DVRPC FY 2015 Work Program will get underway starting July 1, 2014. Planning for the FY
2016 Work Program will get underway this summer. There will be an opportunity for PPTF
members to recommend projects, work with DVRPC staff, or suggest programs.
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The public meeting for the Draft PA TIP, Draft Long‐Range Plan amendments, and
Transportation Conformity is Thursday, June 26, at 4:00 PM at DVRPC. There is also a webinar
option for this meeting.

One Minute Reports from PPTF Members
Task Force members were invited to provide updates on the activities of their
organizations/municipalities/neighborhoods.
Jim Hopkins noted that he has enjoyed his time as PPTF Chair, and felt that the brainstorming session
held last year really helped evolve the PPTF, and he looks forward to working with the group in the
coming year. He also reported that he is working with Camden on a stormwater management program.
These types of programs will become increasingly important as more climate change impacts affect the
region.
Liz Walsh reported that Workforce Investment Boards (WIBs) have received additional funding for long‐
term unemployed individuals.
David Cohen said that a bill currently making its way in Pennsylvania, HB2188, would put a moratorium
on tax credits for economic development projects.
Peter Meyer reported that New Hope, PA is instituting a shuttle bus to help alleviate parking issues in
the borough.
Theresa Ziegler announced that the Gloucester County Freeholders recently announced a multi‐purpose
trail map for the county. The county is also updating its FEMA maps.
Chuck Romick added that the original maps were in use since the 1960s, and were updated in 2010, and
now will be updated in 2014.
Harry Fox reported that Burlington County is also updating its FEMA maps.
Tahirih Smith noted that Mercer County hosted the Special Olympics, June 14‐21. Over 175,000 visited
the area, and that traffic was handled well.
Elise Mannella recommended the book Innovation Economics by Robert Atkinson, and noted that
community organizations and agencies should be posting more data online to share with the public.
David Gunther recommended the book The Work: Anatomy of City by Kate Ascher. Both he and his five
year old nephew enjoyed the book, and it offers a great introduction to the urban environment for all
ages.
Public Comments and Questions
There were no formal public comments.
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The Delaware Valley Regional Planning Commission (DVRPC) fully complies with Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, the Civil
Rights Restoration Act of 1987, Executive Order 12898 on Environmental Justice, and related nondiscrimination statutes and
regulations in all programs and activities. DVRPC’s website, www.dvrpc.org, may be translated into multiple languages.
Publications and other public documents can be made available in alternative languages and formats, if requested. DVRPC
public meetings are always held in ADA‐accessible facilities and in transit‐accessible locations when possible. Auxiliary services
can be provided to individuals who submit a request at least seven days prior to a meeting. Requests made within seven days
will be accommodated to the greatest extent possible. Any person who believes they have been aggrieved by an unlawful
discriminatory practice by DVRPC under Title VI has a right to file a formal complaint. Any such complaint may be in writing and
filed with DVRPC’s Title VI Compliance Manager and/or the appropriate state or federal agency within 180 days of the alleged
discriminatory occurrence. For more information on DVRPC’s Title VI program, or to obtain a Title VI Complaint Form, please
call (215) 238‐2871 or email public_affairs@dvrpc.org.
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