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Our Coalition
• Established in 2001 to bring national attention to the
need to significantly expand U.S. freight and goods
movement transportation capabilities and to work
toward national solutions
• Approx. 40 organizations, including motor carriers,
railroads, ports, COGs and state DOTs, real estate
and engineering firms and freight corridors
• Our sole purpose is to raise public recognition and
Congressional awareness and to promote funding
• Supported by full-time staff for lobbying, outreach
and media relations

Coalition for America's Gateways and Trade Corridors (CAGTC)

Timeline
2001

Establishment of CAGTC
Development of policy positions
and white paper for freight
infrastructure financing

Executive and Legislative branches
introduction to CAGTC plans
through meetings with U.S. DOT
and Congress

Design of legislative strategy and
communications plan
Journal of Commerce feature on
CAGTC, “Intermodal interests form
lobby”

Presentations to conferences (ongoing): NARC, NAIOP, Mobility 21,
Los Angeles Chamber of
Commerce, JOC, NRCMA,
AASHTO, TRB

2001

Research of trade facts
Creation of CAGTC website

Recruitment of Members and
formation of Steering Committee

Creation of CAGTC newsletter and
brochure
Internal, exploratory meetings with
U.S. DOT and Congress

Coalition for America's Gateways and Trade Corridors (CAGTC)

CAGTC launch to media outlets to
push CAGTC agenda and story
angles (on-going)
Journal of Commerce article on the
future of TEA-21 reauthorization
with Mort Downey, CAGTC
Chairman

Timeline
2002

Journal of Commerce feature on
Huerta testimony and CAGTC

Traffic World Commentary by
Federico Peña and Samuel
Skinner on Alameda Corridor
project

Chicago Tribune article on
Alameda Corridor project

100 Hill mtgs with
Members and staff
in 2002

Fast Corridor event

2002
CAGTC agenda adopted by Freight
Stakeholders Coalition

U.S. Rail News article
Media roundtable on freight
transportation security

CAGTC member, Michael Huerta
testimony to U.S. Senate EPW
Committee on freight transportation
and intermodal connections

Auburn, ME truck-rail terminal
media event with Senator Olympia
Snowe – Journal of Commerce,
Maine Sunday Telegram and
Lewiston Sun Journal

CAGTC kick-off Congressional
luncheon and briefing for 200
Members and staff of the U.S.
House of Representatives

Coalition for America's Gateways and Trade Corridors (CAGTC)

Timeline
2003
Creation of Succeeding Through
Borders and Corridors
CAGTC interview with WLG
Logistics

200 Hill mtgs with Members
and staff in 2003

Response to Senator Carl Levin’s
(D-MI) Border and Corridors bill

Launch of Goods Movement
Caucus with Congresswoman
Juanita Millender-McDonald (DCA) – industry event and press
conference

Coordination with Senator Barbara
Boxer (D-CA) regarding
amendments in the Senate bill

TEA-21 expires

2003

Alameda Corridor East
Congressional event

Letter to all U.S. Governors
regarding freight needs

Response to Congress on fivemonth TEA-21 extension

Letter campaign to Congress
regarding SAFETEA-LU language

Mtgs with Members of Congress
regarding PNRS section of the bill

Coalition for America's Gateways and Trade Corridors (CAGTC)

Timeline
2004

Letter to House T&I and Senate
EPW Committees leadership
Press Release on passage of
House reauthorization bill, TEA-LU

Press release and media coverage on
2004 Election favorable ballot results:
Traffic World, “States Vote Highways”

Letters to TEA-21 reauthorization
Congressional conferees
Developed and disseminated
reference materials on House
and Senate bills

Letters of support to House
T&I Committee Members
CAGTC Chairman Mort
Downey speaks at the Goods
Movement Caucus Roundtable

Letter to U.S. DOT FHWA
Administrator Mary Peters

Letter to House T&I and Senate EPW
Committees leadership urging
passage of TEA-21 during lame duck
Letter and collateral materials to
new port office initiative in Long
Beach./Los Angeles, CA

Statement of support to
House T&I leadership

2004
Responses to Congress
on bill amendments

Luncheon with U.S. DOT
Secretary Mineta

Press Release and media
outreach on passage of Senate
reauthorization bill 1072

Profile on CAGTC by
Journal of Commerce

Coordination with Rep. Larsen’s (DWA) office on Border and Corridor bill
language

Mtgs with LA Chamber of Commerce
and other transportation groups

Mtg with U.S. DOT FAA
Administration Marion Blakey

300 Hill mtgs
with Members
and staff in 2004

Developed and disseminated
“Counting the Ways: A Goods
Movement Companion” binder to all
House and Senate Committee staff

Coalition for America's Gateways and Trade Corridors (CAGTC)

Timeline
2005

Frequent updates on TEA-21
reauthorization and extensions
Contact with Senator Boxer’s office
regarding grade crossing separation
legislation
CAGTC opposition statement of Build
America Bonds alternative financing
concept

Press release applauding
Congressional passage and
Presidential signing of
SAFETEA-LU

Letters of support to House T&I and
Senate EPW Committees leadership
for HR3’s freight provisions and
funding levels and pushing for
immediate passage

Developed Goods
Movement White Paper
Mtg with U.S. DOT and
TIFIA offices on SAFETEALU freight implementation

Press release on CAGTC
support of HR3

Mtgs with Congress on Presidential
funding level veto threat
Letters to U.S. Chamber of Commerce
and U.S. DOT on CAGTC
reauthorization positions

Developed and disseminated
Skinner-Slater letter to
Congressional conferees and staff

Mtg with Sen. Boxer to
start Senate Goods
Movement Caucus
400 Hill mtgs with
Members and staff in
2005

2005

Support of House Goods Movement
Caucus for event
Developed and disseminated
Congressional outreach “Follow
that…” brochures
Response in support of House Goods
Movement Act of 2005

Developed one-pager of HR3 freight
language and funding
Contact with Wall Street
Journal on freight in the
transportation bill

Media work with National Journal
for freight section of an article

Developed CAGTC’s
analysis of bill

Washington Times editorial,
“Transportation priorities: More
investment needed, “ by Skinner and
Slater
Traffic World piece, “Don’t Forget
Freight,” on “Follow that…” brochures

In all, CAGTC…
• Organized nearly 500 meetings with more than threequarters of Congress, as well as the Department of
Transportation and the Administration.
• Hosted Congressional events with top Members
• Designed and disseminated supporting materials:
– Counting the Ways: A Goods Movement
Companion
– Succeeding Though Borders and Corridors: Case
Studies
– Follow That… supply chain brochure series
• Earned numerous media references circulating to
1,625,030 readers, including 25 detailed pieces in
national media outlets such as The Chicago Tribune,
The Washington Post, The Washington Times,
Traffic World and The Journal of Commerce.

Results:
Freight Focus
FUNDING = estimated
$4.301 billion
Represents:
•a more than four-fold increase from TEA-21
• a new policy direction
• an enhanced opportunity to build the future of
freight
All of which is really good, but it’s…

Merely a Down Payment on Needs
BOTTOM LINE: the bill is $42 billion below the
amount needed to “maintain” and $91 billion
below the amount to “improve” according to US
Chamber Foundation’s 2005 report.

From 2005 to 2015, total national needs will be
$3.4 trillion to “improve” the system, but total
revenue will be only $2.4 trillion, leaving a
cumulative gap of approximately
$1 trillion

Freight Future by 2020
• Imports and exports are doubling every 10 years
• The volume of freight moved on our
infrastructure is expected in increase to 25
billion tons, worth about $30 trillion
• Freight traffic within the U.S. borders will
increase 100%
• Foreign trade moving through American ports is
expected to increase by 187%
• Containerized cargo will experience an explosive
350% increase
• Trucks are expected to move more than 75%
more tons of freight
• Rail is anticipated to carry 888 million tons of
goods, a 44% increase

CAGTC Next Steps:
NEW MEMBERS CONGRESSIONAL
EDUCATION CAMPAIGN

CAGTC NEXT STEPS

2007 TRADE CORRIDORS SUMMIT

FREIGHT TRUST FUND

New Members Congressional Education Campaign

Goals:
•To provide information on
the needs of freight
transportation funding to
new Members

•To establish CAGTC as a
resource on freight and
goods movement issues

2007 Trade Corridors Summit
Details:
•
•
•
•

What – 2007 Trade Corridors Summit
When – Monday, February 26th, 2007
Where – Washington, DC
Who – Representatives from U.S. Corridors (By invitation, 2
per corridor)

Goals:
• To develop a list of principles to guide the National Surface
Transportation Policy and Revenue Commission
• To establish the foundation for policy recommendations in
advance of the next Surface Transportation reauthorization
• To introduce members of the corridor community and foster
idea exchange

Freight Trust Fund
• Goal:
– Establish a comprehensive fund dedicated to
the construction and improvement of goods
movement infrastructure.
– Build on the Projects of National and Regional
Significance program established in
SAFETEA-LU.
– Tap other revenue sources in addition to
those currently dedicated to the federal
Highway Trust Fund.

Freight Trust Fund
• The Mass Transit Account and even the
Interstate Highway System are examples of
similar program and funding decisions.
• Like the MTA, a dedicated freight trust fund with
objective allocation criteria can ensure that
critical goods movement projects are funded to
completion in order to put in place the
infrastructure needed to keep America’s goods
and economy moving through 2020 and beyond.

Freight Trust Fund
CAGTC has commended Congress to consider the
following tenets with respect to establishment of a federal
Freight Trust Fund (FTF):
•Fund distribution should be based on objective, meritbased criteria, with higher-cost projects subject to more
stringent evaluation than lower-cost efforts.
•Funding should be dedicated and sustained.
•The revenue structure should be developed in such a
way that growth in demand for goods movement yields
an increase in trust fund revenue.

The Coalition for America’s
Gateways and Trade Corridors
JOIN OUR EFFORT
to
IMPROVE and SECURE OUR FUTURE ECONOMY, CONSUMER
PRICES and GLOBAL COMPETITIVNESS!
For more information, please contact:
Leslie Blakey or Adrienne Gregory
1150 18th Street, NW, Suite 1030
Washington, DC 20036
Tel: 202.828.9100
Fax: 202.828.9112
lblakey@blakey-agnew.com
agregory@blakey-agnew.com
www.tradecorridors.org

