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SUMMARY OF THE PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT PROCESS FOR THE FY2015 
TRANSPORTATION IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM (TIP) FOR PENNSYLVANIA 
 
The Delaware Valley Regional Planning Commission (DVRPC) has a long history of public 
participation in its planning process. We firmly believe in the principles of public participation by 
reaching out to as many stakeholders and members of the public as possible in an equitable 
and timely manner. Public participation is the only way to ascertain the interests of a wide 
variety of residents across the region. The need for public involvement is inherent to sound 
decision-making. DVRPC strives to provide a variety of opportunities for residents to be 
informed, participate, and be made aware of the decisions that will affect the future of this 
region.  
 
DVRPC engages in an extensive public outreach program in order to provide a variety of 
opportunities to comment and receive information on the TIP. DVRPC encourages the public to 
pose questions about the TIP to state, county, transit, and DVRPC staff through its ongoing 
public involvement process, and in particular, during the 30-day public comment period. The 
public comment period for the DVRPC FY2015 TIP for Pennsylvania opened on May 30, 2014, 
and closed on June 30, 2014 at 5:00 p.m. (EST). Notice of the public comment period and the 
scheduled public meeting were distributed to over 13,500 individuals and organizations that 
comprised a variety of stakeholders in the region, including: non-profit organizations; traditional 
transportation and transit users; underserved, minority and low income populations; the private 
sector; and the general public. TIP documents were also mailed to Tribal representatives for 
comment. 
 
Legal notices were placed in the Philadelphia Inquirer, the Philadelphia Tribune, Al Dia, the 
Trentonian, and the Courier-Post. An article also appeared in DVRPC’s monthly newsletter. 
Announcements were made on DVRPC’s Facebook page and Twitter feed. Public notices and 
requests for comment were sent to Tribal organizations. A public meeting was held on:  
  
THURSDAY, JUNE 26, 2014  
4:00 p.m. - 6:00 p.m.  
DVRPC Conference Center  
190 N. Independence Mall West, 8th Fl. 
Philadelphia, PA 19106 
  
The public was also given the option of participating in the meeting remotely via webinar.  
 
DVRPC’s website (www.dvrpc.org) is a vital tool in public outreach, and continued to serve a 
useful purpose during this TIP update cycle. The public notice and the entire TIP document was 
placed on the DVRPC website, as were the date and location of the public meeting, and other 
general information. TIP information and public commenting were made available online as part 
of DVRPC’s web-based TIP public comment application at www.dvrpc.org/TIP. Users were able 
to submit project-specific or general comments online. 
 
In addition, an email address was established (tip-plan-comments@dvrpc.org) to facilitate the 
submission of comments. Comments were also received by U.S. Mail. 
 
For those without internet access, TIP documents were available at selected area libraries (see 
Table X) for review, at the DVRPC Resource Center, at the public meeting, and were mailed to 
individuals by request.  



Index of Comments
on the 

DVRPC Draft FY2015-2018 Transportation Improvement Program (TIP)
for PA

ITEM # SUMMARY OF COMMENTCOMMENTOR

Comments Received from the Individuals
Bucks County
MPMS #64781 - Swamp Road/Pennswood Road Bridge Over Branch of Neshaminy Creek
A.1 Rep. Steve Santarsiero Asks for support of the rehabilitation of the bridge without any 

significant widening of the bridge base.
MPMS #88083 - Stoopville Road Improvements - Phase 2
A.2 Rep. Steve Santarsiero Asks for support for the following prioritization of the items included 

in the project:

1.Design and construction drainage improvements;
2.Construct multi-purpose trail;
3.Improve Highland Road and Route 532 intersection to include left 
turn lane from Highland to 532;
4.Improve Dolington Road and Route 532 intersection;
5. Improve Route 413 and Stoopville Road intersection.

MPMS #102105 - Municipal Bridge Line Item
A.3 Patricia L. Scott Supports Municipal Bridge Line Item in Fy2015 TIP and it is 

important for East Rockhill Township to have safe and fully 
operational bridges.

A.4 Jim Nietupski Supports Municipal Bridge Line Item in FY2015 TIP.
A.5 Willard Mismer Jr Supports Municipal Bridge Line Item in FY2015 TIP.
A.6 Bob & Monica Kennedy Supports Municipal Bridge Line Item in FY2015 TIP.
A.7 James P. Deegan Supports Municipal Bridge Line Item in FY2015 TIP.
A.8 Greg Lippincott Supports Municipal Bridge Line Item in FY2015 TIP.
A.9 Marianne Morano Supports Municipal Bridge Line Item.
A.10 Marianne Morano Supports Rockhill Road bridge for inclusion into the Municipal 

Bridge Line Item.
A.11 Carol Critelli Supports Municipal Bridge Line Item in FY2015 TIP.
A.12 Bill Trolio In support of Municipal Bridge Line Item as it will ease the financial 

burden on local taxpayers for funding reconstruction of unsafe 
bridges. Branch Road bridge is open, however bridges on Ridge 
Road and Schwenmill Road are still closed. Closures add significant 
time, gas, and car exhaust to both commute to work an local 
shopping errands as well as emergency services.

A.13 Fred Kershaw Supports Municipal Bridge Line Item.
A.14 Fred Kershaw Submits Rockhill Road Bridge (BMS # 09 7207 0437 0001) in Bucks 

County as a candidate for funding through this Municipal Bridge 
Line Item.

A.15 Pete Boyce Supports Municipal Bridge Line Item in FY2015 TIP.
A.16 Chris Tate Supports Municipal Bridge Line Item in FY2015 TIP.
A.17 Joe Berardi Supports Municipal Bridge Line Item in FY2015 TIP.
A.18 Joe Berardi School taxes for Pennridge School District are out of control due to 

the pension for the teachers. Teacher's salaries and pensions mut 
be stopped because it is ethically wrong.

A.19 Richard Althouse Supports Municipal Bridge Line Item in FY2015 TIP.
A.20 Evelyn Althouse Supports Municipal Bridge Line Item in FY2015 TIP.
A.21 Sharon & Chris Staehle Supports inclusion of the Municipal Bridge Line Item in the FY2015 

TIP.
A.22 Theodore S. Valentine Supports inclusion of the Municipal Bridge Line Item in the FY2015 

TIP.
A.23 Hans Schnitzler Supports inclusion of the Municipal Bridge Line Item in the FY2015 

TIP.
A.24 Ed & Suzanne Hogan Supports inclusion of the Municipal Bridge Line Item in the FY2015 

TIP.
A.25 Dr. Kristin J.M. Ploeger Supports Municipal Bridge Line Item in FY2015 TIP.
A.26 Carol Nagle Supports Municipal Bridge Line Item in FY2015 TIP.
A.27 Richard C. Landt Supports Municipal Bridge Line Item in FY2015 TIP.
A.28 Gregory Langston Supports Municipal Bridge Line Item in FY2015 TIP.
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A.29 Kathleen Hart Supports Municipal Bridge Line Item in FY2015 TIP.
A.30 Gregory Hart Supports Municipal Bridge Line Item in FY2015 TIP.
A.31 Earl and Virginia Hendricks Supports Municipal Bridge Line Item in FY2015 TIP.
A.32 Anne Fenley Supports Municipal Bridge Line Item in FY2015 TIP.
A.33 Willard Wismer Jr Supports Municipal Bridge Line Item in FY2015 TIP.
A.34 Anne Newton Boyes Supports Municipal Bridge Line Item in FY2015 TIP.
A.35 Katherine L. Wiley Supports Municipal Bridge Line Item in FY2015 TIP.
A.36 Cheryl Krivda Supports Municipal Bridge Line Item.
A.37 Bruce Costa Supports Municipal Bridge Line Item in FY2015 TIP.
Delaware County
MPMS #63406 - Retrofit for Bike Lane and Shoulders
A.38 John Boyle County Bike and Ped plans lack the design details for 

implementation. Counties have identified priorities for bike lane 
implementation and PENNDOT is investigating ways to reduce the 
municipal burden of the Bikeway Occupancy Permit.

A.39 John Boyle Wants funds to be placed into  MPMS 63406 "Retrofit for Bike Lane 
and Shoulders" for implementation.

MPMS #69816 - US 322, US 1 to Featherbed Lane (Section 101)
A.40 Harriet Hopes that project is completed soon.
A.41 Harriet Wants SEPTA train service connecting West Chester, Media, and 

Center City Philadelphia.
Montgomery County
MPMS #16334 - PA 73, Church Road Intersection and Signal Improvements
A.42 Ken Daskus Is in favor of projects that reduce traffic on local roads of Wyncote.
A.43 Laura Kelly The intersection needs sidewalks and crosswalk signals along with 

bike lanes on Greenwood Ave. and both sides of Church Rd.
A.44 Kurt Ahrens Wants the intersection to be more safe by adding bike lanes and 

crosswalks.
A.45 Dennis Fisher Pedestrian movements across the intersection is difficult due to a 

lack of sidewalks.
A.46 Teresa Warnick Advocates for sidewalks on both sides of Greenwood Avenue and 

on Church Road to the Wyncote elementary school.
A.47 Hannah Mazzaccaro Supports intersection improvement, installation of sidewalks and 

painted crosswalks.
A.48 Kristina Denzel Supports the installation of sidewalks and bike lanes for safety.
A.49 Amy Steffen Supports bike and pedestrian access along Church Rd. and 

Greenwood Ave. along with signal improvements at the intersection.
A.50 Susan Meles The intersection is dangerous and would like the street widened and 

sidewalk installed.
Philadelphia County
MPMS #102274 - Schuylkill River Swing Bridge
A.51 stenn Supports Schuylkill River Swing Bridge Project.
A.52 M. Capillary Supports Schuylkill River Swing Bridge Project.
A.53 doug Supports Schuylkill River Swing Bridge Project.
A.54 Danielle Fike Supports Schuylkill River Swing Bridge Project.
A.55 Tyler Fike Supports Schuylkill River Swing Bridge Project.
A.56 Lane Fike Supports Schuylkill River Swing Bridge Project.
A.57 C. Cavalieri Supports Schuylkill River Swing Bridge Project.
A.58 chris clayton Supports Schuylkill River Swing Bridge Project.
A.59 Blaise Syrnick Supports Schuylkill River Swing Bridge Project as well as funding 

for The Circuit.
A.60 Kathleen Wiseman Supports Schuylkill River Swing Bridge Project.
A.61 megan Supports Schuylkill River Swing Bridge Project as well as funding 

trails projects in general.
A.62 mary beth Supports Schuylkill River Swing Bridge Project.
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A.63 amy and greg sadowski Supports Schuylkill River Swing Bridge Project.
A.64 chris Supports Schuylkill River Swing Bridge Project.
A.65 Mark Kocent (Univ of Penn) Supports Schuylkill River Swing Bridge Project.
TIP funding for Bicycle and Pedestrain Plans
A.66 John Boyle Wants TIP funding for implementation of bicycle and pedestrain 

plans for the Southeastern Pennsylvania counties and the region.
Various Counties
MPMS #61714 - Manayunk Canal Restoration
A.67 Charles Brant The recent upgrade has many problems.
MPMS #64984 - Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP) Line Item
A.68 Eugene Friesen Thankful for $1 Million towards The Circuit and supports additional 

regional funding for The Circuit.
A.69 Debra Wile Thankful for $1 Million towards The Circuit and supports additional 

regional funding for The Circuit.
A.70 Graham Bier Thankful for $1 Million towards The Circuit and supports additional 

regional funding for The Circuit.
A.71 Uri Feiner Thankful for $1 Million towards The Circuit and supports additional 

regional funding for The Circuit.
A.72 Brian Luckenbill Thankful for $1 Million towards The Circuit and supports additional 

regional funding for The Circuit.
A.73 David Dannenberg Thankful for $1 Million towards The Circuit and supports additional 

regional funding for The Circuit.
A.74 Silvia Ascarelli Thankful for $1 Million towards The Circuit and supports additional 

regional funding for The Circuit.
A.75 Catherine Bennett Thankful for $1 Million towards The Circuit and supports additional 

regional funding for The Circuit.
A.76 Steven Schon Thankful for $1 Million towards The Circuit and supports additional 

regional funding for The Circuit.
A.77 Stewart Leftow Thankful for $1 Million towards The Circuit and supports additional 

regional funding for The Circuit.
A.78 Jason Gabriel Thankful for $1 Million towards The Circuit and supports additional 

regional funding for The Circuit.
A.79 Kris Chirapongse Thankful for $1 Million towards The Circuit and supports additional 

regional funding for The Circuit.
A.80 Joseph Brady Thankful for $1 Million towards The Circuit and supports additional 

regional funding for The Circuit.
A.81 Michael Olszewski Thankful for $1 Million towards The Circuit and supports additional 

regional funding for The Circuit.
A.82 Mary Westervelt Thankful for $1 Million towards The Circuit and supports additional 

regional funding for The Circuit.
A.83 Dave Broadbent Thankful for $1 Million towards The Circuit and supports additional 

regional funding for The Circuit.
A.84 John Cannon Thankful for $1 Million towards The Circuit and supports additional 

regional funding for The Circuit.
A.85 Peter Sody Thankful for $1 Million towards The Circuit and supports additional 

regional funding for The Circuit.
A.86 Robert Thomas Thankful for $1 Million towards The Circuit and supports additional 

regional funding for The Circuit.
A.87 Elissa Garofalo Thankful for $1 Million towards The Circuit and supports additional 

regional funding for The Circuit.
A.88 Kyle Konopka Thankful for $1 Million towards The Circuit and supports additional 

regional funding for The Circuit.
A.89 James Burns Thankful for $1 Million towards The Circuit and supports additional 

regional funding for The Circuit.
A.90 Joseph Dougherty Thankful for $1 Million towards The Circuit and supports additional 

regional funding for The Circuit.
A.91 Donna Dougherty Thankful for $1 Million towards The Circuit and supports additional 

regional funding for The Circuit.
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A.92 Joan Hall Thankful for $1 Million towards The Circuit and supports additional 

regional funding for The Circuit.
A.93 John Spangler Thankful for $1 Million towards The Circuit and supports additional 

regional funding for The Circuit.
A.94 Harry Wood Thankful for $1 Million towards The Circuit and supports additional 

regional funding for The Circuit.
A.95 Debra Walker Thankful for $1 Million towards The Circuit and supports additional 

regional funding for The Circuit.
A.96 Gerard Dwyer Thankful for $1 Million towards The Circuit and supports additional 

regional funding for The Circuit.
A.97 Ariel Kirkwood Thankful for $1 Million towards The Circuit and supports additional 

regional funding for The Circuit.
A.98 Ross Hennesy Thankful for $1 Million towards The Circuit and supports additional 

regional funding for The Circuit.
A.99 Ilene Hass Thankful for $1 Million towards The Circuit and supports additional 

regional funding for The Circuit.
A.100 Dan Allis Thankful for $1 Million towards The Circuit and supports additional 

regional funding for The Circuit.
A.101 Chris Stanford Thankful for $1 Million towards The Circuit and supports additional 

regional funding for The Circuit.
A.102 Owen Sindler Thankful for $1 Million towards The Circuit and supports additional 

regional funding for The Circuit.
A.103 Michael Bowen Thankful for $1 Million towards The Circuit and supports additional 

regional funding for The Circuit.
A.104 Meg Obrien Thankful for $1 Million towards The Circuit and supports additional 

regional funding for The Circuit.
A.105 Dennis Winters Thankful for $1 Million towards The Circuit and supports additional 

regional funding for The Circuit.
A.106 Blake Rubin Thankful for $1 Million towards The Circuit and supports additional 

regional funding for The Circuit.
A.107 Kat Buckley Thankful for $1 Million towards The Circuit and supports additional 

regional funding for The Circuit.
A.108 Brian Hamilton Thankful for $1 Million towards The Circuit and supports additional 

regional funding for The Circuit.
A.109 Bob Pasquini Thankful for $1 Million towards The Circuit and supports additional 

regional funding for The Circuit.
A.110 Ronald McGuckin Thankful for $1 Million towards The Circuit and supports additional 

regional funding for The Circuit.
A.111 Danielle Gray Thankful for $1 Million towards The Circuit and supports additional 

regional funding for The Circuit.
A.112 Pamela Coleman Thankful for $1 Million towards The Circuit and supports additional 

regional funding for The Circuit.
A.113 Charlie Karl Thankful for $1 Million towards The Circuit and supports additional 

regional funding for The Circuit.
A.114 Rich Nadeau Thankful for $1 Million towards The Circuit and supports additional 

regional funding for The Circuit.
A.115 Sara Dubberly Thankful for $1 Million towards The Circuit and supports additional 

regional funding for The Circuit.
A.116 Patrick Sherlock Thankful for $1 Million towards The Circuit and supports additional 

regional funding for The Circuit.
A.117 Michelle Lee Thankful for $1 Million towards The Circuit and supports additional 

regional funding for The Circuit.
A.118 Michelle Udicious Thankful for $1 Million towards The Circuit and supports additional 

regional funding for The Circuit.
A.119 Christian Conroy Thankful for $1 Million towards The Circuit and supports additional 

regional funding for The Circuit.
A.120 Dodge Johnson Thankful for $1 Million towards The Circuit and supports additional 

regional funding for The Circuit.
A.121 Adam Buchanan Thankful for $1 Million towards The Circuit and supports additional 

regional funding for The Circuit.
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A.122 David Curtis Thankful for $1 Million towards The Circuit and supports additional 

regional funding for The Circuit.
A.123 Mike Heisler Thankful for $1 Million towards The Circuit and supports additional 

regional funding for The Circuit.
A.124 Kathryn Potalivo Thankful for $1 Million towards The Circuit and supports additional 

regional funding for The Circuit.
A.125 Stephanie Funk Thankful for $1 Million towards The Circuit and supports additional 

regional funding for The Circuit.
A.126 Elliot Titcher Thankful for $1 Million towards The Circuit and supports additional 

regional funding for The Circuit.
A.127 Jonathan Nyquist Thankful for $1 Million towards The Circuit and supports additional 

regional funding for The Circuit.
A.128 Carolyn Duffy Thankful for $1 Million towards The Circuit and supports additional 

regional funding for The Circuit.
A.129 Arthur Vogel Thankful for $1 Million towards The Circuit and supports additional 

regional funding for The Circuit.
A.130 Joe Dietrick Thankful for $1 Million towards The Circuit and supports additional 

regional funding for The Circuit.
A.131 Eathan Janney Thankful for $1 Million towards The Circuit and supports additional 

regional funding for The Circuit.
A.132 Lee Tabas Thankful for $1 Million towards The Circuit and supports additional 

regional funding for The Circuit.
A.133 Ruth Kirkner Thankful for $1 Million towards The Circuit and supports additional 

regional funding for The Circuit.
A.134 Gregory Milbourne Thankful for $1 Million towards The Circuit and supports additional 

regional funding for The Circuit.
A.135 Jill Gefvert-Minick Thankful for $1 Million towards The Circuit and supports additional 

regional funding for The Circuit.
A.136 Margaret van Naerssen Thankful for $1 Million towards The Circuit and supports additional 

regional funding for The Circuit.
A.137 Jennifer Mann Thankful for $1 Million towards The Circuit and supports additional 

regional funding for The Circuit.
A.138 Mariann Dempsey Thankful for $1 Million towards The Circuit and supports additional 

regional funding for The Circuit.
A.139 Janice Mulugeta Thankful for $1 Million towards The Circuit and supports additional 

regional funding for The Circuit.
A.140 Judith Baron Thankful for $1 Million towards The Circuit and supports additional 

regional funding for The Circuit.
A.141 Joel Hecker Thankful for $1 Million towards The Circuit and supports additional 

regional funding for The Circuit.
A.142 John Bryan Thankful for $1 Million towards The Circuit and supports additional 

regional funding for The Circuit.
A.143 Chris Kendig Thankful for $1 Million towards The Circuit and supports additional 

regional funding for The Circuit.
A.144 Gorkem Dagdelen Thankful for $1 Million towards The Circuit and supports additional 

regional funding for The Circuit.
A.145 Zoe Axelrod Thankful for $1 Million towards The Circuit and supports additional 

regional funding for The Circuit.
A.146 Andrew Ascher Thankful for $1 Million towards The Circuit and supports additional 

regional funding for The Circuit.
A.147 Jennifer Yuan Thankful for $1 Million towards The Circuit and supports additional 

regional funding for The Circuit.
A.148 Walter Cooper Thankful for $1 Million towards The Circuit and supports additional 

regional funding for The Circuit.
A.149 Timothy Breen Thankful for $1 Million towards The Circuit and supports additional 

regional funding for The Circuit.
A.150 Robert Daines Thankful for $1 Million towards The Circuit and supports additional 

regional funding for The Circuit.
A.151 Ronald Loftis Thankful for $1 Million towards The Circuit and supports additional 

regional funding for The Circuit.
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A.152 Stewart Leftow Thankful for $1 Million towards The Circuit and supports additional 

regional funding for The Circuit.
A.153 Marni Duffy Thankful for $1 Million towards The Circuit and supports additional 

regional funding for The Circuit.
A.154 Gordon Laubach Thankful for $1 Million towards The Circuit and supports additional 

regional funding for The Circuit.
A.155 Chuck Cruit Thankful for $1 Million towards The Circuit and supports additional 

regional funding for The Circuit.
A.156 Howard Isaacson Thankful for $1 Million towards The Circuit and supports additional 

regional funding for The Circuit.
A.157 James Castellan Thankful for $1 Million towards The Circuit and supports additional 

regional funding for The Circuit.
A.158 Thomas M. Vernon, MD Thankful for $1 Million towards The Circuit and supports additional 

regional funding for The Circuit.
A.159 Gary Mann Thankful for $1 Million towards The Circuit and supports additional 

regional funding for The Circuit.
A.160 Larry Bliss Thankful for $1 Million towards The Circuit and supports additional 

regional funding for The Circuit.
A.161 Fred Lukens Thankful for $1 Million towards The Circuit and supports additional 

regional funding for The Circuit.
A.162 Dennis Barnebey Thankful for $1 Million towards The Circuit and supports additional 

regional funding for The Circuit.
A.163 Robert Pierson Thankful for $1 Million towards The Circuit and supports additional 

regional funding for The Circuit.
A.164 Jason Hughes Thankful for $1 Million towards The Circuit and supports additional 

regional funding for The Circuit.
A.165 Harvey Fountaine Thankful for $1 Million towards The Circuit and supports additional 

regional funding for The Circuit.
A.166 Evan Suzuki Thankful for $1 Million towards The Circuit and supports additional 

regional funding for The Circuit.
A.167 Joseph Syrnick Thankful for $1 Million towards The Circuit and supports additional 

regional funding for The Circuit.
A.168 Renee Quaterman Thankful for $1 Million towards The Circuit and supports additional 

regional funding for The Circuit.
A.169 Tanya Seaman Thankful for $1 Million towards The Circuit and supports additional 

regional funding for The Circuit.
A.170 Rob Lange Thankful for $1 Million towards The Circuit and supports additional 

regional funding for The Circuit.
A.171 George Gorman Thankful for $1 Million towards The Circuit and supports additional 

regional funding for The Circuit.
A.172 Tony Spagnoli Thankful for $1 Million towards The Circuit and supports additional 

regional funding for The Circuit.
A.173 Michael Del Vecchio Thankful for $1 Million towards The Circuit and supports additional 

regional funding for The Circuit.
A.174 Laurel Drew Thankful for $1 Million towards The Circuit and supports additional 

regional funding for The Circuit.
A.175 Daniel Orfe Thankful for $1 Million towards The Circuit and supports additional 

regional funding for The Circuit.
A.176 Matthew Hugg Thankful for $1 Million towards The Circuit and supports additional 

regional funding for The Circuit.
A.177 David McGinn Thankful for $1 Million towards The Circuit and supports additional 

regional funding for The Circuit.
A.178 John Seidel Thankful for $1 Million towards The Circuit and supports additional 

regional funding for The Circuit.
A.179 Paul Stavros Thankful for $1 Million towards The Circuit and supports additional 

regional funding for The Circuit.
A.180 Mike Dellapenna Thankful for $1 Million towards The Circuit and supports additional 

regional funding for The Circuit.
A.181 Michael Geisinger Thankful for $1 Million towards The Circuit and supports additional 

regional funding for The Circuit.

Page 6 of 16Monday, July 07, 2014



Index of Comments
on the 

DVRPC Draft FY2015-2018 Transportation Improvement Program (TIP)
for PA

ITEM # SUMMARY OF COMMENTCOMMENTOR

Comments Received from the Individuals
A.182 Duane Stanton Thankful for $1 Million towards The Circuit and supports additional 

regional funding for The Circuit.
A.183 Derek Beyer Thankful for $1 Million towards The Circuit and supports additional 

regional funding for The Circuit.
A.184 Mark Davis Thankful for $1 Million towards The Circuit and supports additional 

regional funding for The Circuit.
A.185 Valerie Borek Thankful for $1 Million towards The Circuit and supports additional 

regional funding for The Circuit.
A.186 Deb Faulkner Thankful for $1 Million towards The Circuit and supports additional 

regional funding for The Circuit.
A.187 Ellyn Avila Thankful for $1 Million towards The Circuit and supports additional 

regional funding for The Circuit.
A.188 Erin Engelstad Thankful for $1 Million towards The Circuit and supports additional 

regional funding for The Circuit.
A.189 Jackie Syrnick Thankful for $1 Million towards The Circuit and supports additional 

regional funding for The Circuit.
A.190 Jennifer Mahar Thankful for $1 Million towards The Circuit and supports additional 

regional funding for The Circuit.
A.191 Joshua Dubin Thankful for $1 Million towards The Circuit and supports additional 

regional funding for The Circuit.
A.192 Julien Delbasty Thankful for $1 Million towards The Circuit and supports additional 

regional funding for The Circuit.
A.193 Katie Pytel Thankful for $1 Million towards The Circuit and supports additional 

regional funding for The Circuit.
A.194 Samantha Corson Thankful for $1 Million towards The Circuit and supports additional 

regional funding for The Circuit.
A.195 Susan Syrnick Thankful for $1 Million towards The Circuit and supports additional 

regional funding for The Circuit.
A.196 Virginia Goldberg Thankful for $1 Million towards The Circuit and supports additional 

regional funding for The Circuit.
A.197 Andreina Perez Thankful for $1 Million towards The Circuit and supports additional 

regional funding for The Circuit.
A.198 Brandon Hoover Thankful for $1 Million towards The Circuit and supports additional 

regional funding for The Circuit.
A.199 Chad Carreras Thankful for $1 Million towards The Circuit and supports additional 

regional funding for The Circuit.
A.200 Charles Brant Thankful for $1 Million towards The Circuit and supports additional 

regional funding for The Circuit.
A.201 Max Steinbrenner Thankful for $1 Million towards The Circuit and supports additional 

regional funding for The Circuit.
A.202 Christine Reimert Thankful for $1 Million towards The Circuit and supports additional 

regional funding for The Circuit.
A.203 Peter Furcht Thankful for $1 Million towards The Circuit and supports additional 

regional funding for The Circuit.
A.204 Manny Menendez Thankful for $1 Million towards The Circuit and supports additional 

regional funding for The Circuit.
A.205 Andries Cregar Thankful for $1 Million towards The Circuit and supports additional 

regional funding for The Circuit.
A.206 Frank Santaguida Sr. Thankful for $1 Million towards The Circuit and supports additional 

regional funding for The Circuit.
A.207 Eric Huefner Thankful for $1 Million towards The Circuit and supports additional 

regional funding for The Circuit.
A.208 Jeffrey Lawton Thankful for $1 Million towards The Circuit and supports additional 

regional funding for The Circuit.
A.209 John Seidel Thankful for $1 Million towards The Circuit and supports additional 

regional funding for The Circuit.
A.210 Ken Boyle Thankful for $1 Million towards The Circuit and supports additional 

regional funding for The Circuit.
A.211 Lisa Gares Thankful for $1 Million towards The Circuit and supports additional 

regional funding for The Circuit.
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A.212 Nick Rogers Thankful for $1 Million towards The Circuit and supports additional 

regional funding for The Circuit.
A.213 Paula green Thankful for $1 Million towards The Circuit and supports additional 

regional funding for The Circuit.
A.214 perry benson Thankful for $1 Million towards The Circuit and supports additional 

regional funding for The Circuit.
A.215 Sara Hirschler Thankful for $1 Million towards The Circuit and supports additional 

regional funding for The Circuit.
A.216 Rose Rudi Thankful for $1 Million towards The Circuit and supports additional 

regional funding for The Circuit.
A.217 Spencer Finch Thankful for $1 Million towards The Circuit and supports additional 

regional funding for The Circuit.
A.218 Tom Rickards Thankful for $1 Million towards The Circuit and supports additional 

regional funding for The Circuit.
A.219 Byron Hawthorn Thankful for $1 Million towards The Circuit and supports additional 

regional funding for The Circuit.
A.220 Beth Resta Thankful for $1 Million towards The Circuit and supports additional 

regional funding for The Circuit.
A.221 Matthew o Perry Thankful for $1 Million towards The Circuit and supports additional 

regional funding for The Circuit.
A.222 Elise Sochacki Thankful for $1 Million towards The Circuit and supports additional 

regional funding for The Circuit.
A.223 Kristen Rolison Thankful for $1 Million towards The Circuit and supports additional 

regional funding for The Circuit.
A.224 John Hogan Thankful for $1 Million towards The Circuit and supports additional 

regional funding for The Circuit.
A.225 Paul Paul Thankful for $1 Million towards The Circuit and supports additional 

regional funding for The Circuit.
A.226 Debra Long Thankful for $1 Million towards The Circuit and supports additional 

regional funding for The Circuit.
A.227 Robert Blackburn Thankful for $1 Million towards The Circuit and supports additional 

regional funding for The Circuit.
A.228 Jon Kimmel Thankful for $1 Million towards The Circuit and supports additional 

regional funding for The Circuit.
A.229 Jonathan Kimmel Thankful for $1 Million towards The Circuit and supports additional 

regional funding for The Circuit.
A.230 Matt McDaniel Thankful for $1 Million towards The Circuit and supports additional 

regional funding for The Circuit.
A.231 Jeff Knowles Thankful for $1 Million towards The Circuit and supports additional 

regional funding for The Circuit.
A.232 Mark Sullivan Thankful for $1 Million towards The Circuit and supports additional 

regional funding for The Circuit.
A.233 Ernest Losso Thankful for $1 Million towards The Circuit and supports additional 

regional funding for The Circuit.
A.234 James Donaghy Thankful for $1 Million towards The Circuit and supports additional 

regional funding for The Circuit.
A.235 Kenneth Rymdeko Thankful for $1 Million towards The Circuit and supports additional 

regional funding for The Circuit.
A.236 Ronnie Cameron Thankful for $1 Million towards The Circuit and supports additional 

regional funding for The Circuit.
A.237 S. Fisher Thankful for $1 Million towards The Circuit and supports additional 

regional funding for The Circuit.
A.238 Debra Wile Thankful for $1 Million towards The Circuit and supports additional 

regional funding for The Circuit.
A.239 Tara Pakrouh Thankful for $1 Million towards The Circuit and supports additional 

regional funding for The Circuit.
A.240 Charles Liedike Thankful for $1 Million towards The Circuit and supports additional 

regional funding for The Circuit.
A.241 James Dulin Thankful for $1 Million towards The Circuit and supports additional 

regional funding for The Circuit.
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A.242 Parker Snowe Thankful for $1 Million towards The Circuit and supports additional 

regional funding for The Circuit.
A.243 James Howe Thankful for $1 Million towards The Circuit and supports additional 

regional funding for The Circuit.
A.244 Andrea Mannino Thankful for $1 Million towards The Circuit and supports additional 

regional funding for The Circuit.
A.245 Ron Bilotti Thankful for $1 Million towards The Circuit and supports additional 

regional funding for The Circuit.
A.246 Caitlin Quigley Thankful for $1 Million towards The Circuit and supports additional 

regional funding for The Circuit.
A.247 Jesse Leonard Thankful for $1 Million towards The Circuit and supports additional 

regional funding for The Circuit.
A.248 David Bennett Thankful for $1 Million towards The Circuit and supports additional 

regional funding for The Circuit.
A.249 Karen Smith Thankful for $1 Million towards The Circuit and supports additional 

regional funding for The Circuit.
A.250 Christine Reimert Thankful for $1 Million towards The Circuit and supports additional 

regional funding for The Circuit.
A.251 Samantha Corson Thankful for $1 Million towards The Circuit and supports additional 

regional funding for The Circuit.
MPMS #90144 - Schuylkill River Trail, Shawmont Avenue to Montgomery County Line (TIGER)
A.252 Charles Brant The dangerous design that dumps cyclists into intersection of 

Shawmont and Nixon (the stop sign for cyclists has been missing for 
months despite being reported to SeeClickFix); no parking was 
added - could have used PECO right of way off Shawmont Avenue 
for parking and as the trail entrance instead of the ridiculously ugly 
and expensive wall along Nixon street.

MPMS #102274 - Schuylkill River Swing Bridge
A.253 Samantha Corson Supports Schuylkill River Swing Bridge Project.
A.254 Danielle Gray Supports Schuylkill River Swing Bridge Project.
A.255 Tom Rickards Supports Schuylkill River Swing Bridge Project.
A.256 Virginia Goldberg Supports Schuylkill River Swing Bridge Project.
A.257 Susan Syrnick Supports Schuylkill River Swing Bridge Project.
A.258 Samantha Corson Supports Schuylkill River Swing Bridge Project.
A.259 Katie Pytel Supports Schuylkill River Swing Bridge Project.
A.260 Julien Delbasty Supports Schuylkill River Swing Bridge Project.
A.261 Joshua Dubin Supports Schuylkill River Swing Bridge Project.
A.262 Zoe Axelrod Supports Schuylkill River Swing Bridge Project.
A.263 Joseph Syrnick Supports Schuylkill River Swing Bridge Project.
A.264 Karen Smith Supports Schuylkill River Swing Bridge Project.
A.265 Ellyn Avila Supports Schuylkill River Swing Bridge Project.
A.266 Erin Engelstad Supports Schuylkill River Swing Bridge Project.
A.267 Jackie Syrnick Supports Schuylkill River Swing Bridge Project.
A.268 Jennifer Mahar Supports Schuylkill River Swing Bridge Project.
BETZWOOD/SULLIVAN`S BRIDGE
A.269 Charles Brant $9 million??? Why isn't a cheaper bike/ped crossing being 

integrated into the proposed motor vehicle bridges at Betzwood?
Bicycle Infrastructure in Region
A.270 Dr. Alistair (Alix) Howard Thankful for DVRPC's work on expanding and improving bicycle 

infrastructure in region.
Concerned about accessing Cross County Trail at Germantown Pike and Chemical Road
A.271 Robert Daines The Cross County Trail currently ends at the corner of Germantown 

Pike and Chemical Rd. This is an extremely busy and intimidating 
intersection. What are people supposed to do at that point? Just 
turn around and go home?

Concerned about the amount The Circuit segments in Delaware County
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A.272 Chuck Cruit Would like to see completion of: East Coast Greenway, Chester 

Creek Trail, Octoraro Trail, Newtown Square Branch, Darby Creek 
Trail, Forge to Refuge Trail

PORT ROYAL TO MONTGOMERY COUNTY LINE - SRT
A.273 Charles Brant Is not being maintained or even mowed by the city.
SCHUYLKILL PARKS CONNECTOR BRIDGE
A.274 Charles Brant $6 to 8 million??? That is a ridiculous amount of money for a simple 

pre-built concrete bridge. The nearby CSX gate crossings are not 
working – due to flooding of gate mechanism. This is an area that 
floods – how could the gate mechanisms have been placed low 
enough to be damaged by a flood? Who designs and plans with 
such stupidity – at taxpayer expense?

Wants bicycle lanes and trails added to widened roads or new/reconstructed bridges.
A.276 Michael Gross Would like new procedure of installing bicycle lanes on roads that 

are planned to be widened and trail underpasses where new 
bridges are reconstructed.

WISSAHICKON BIKE PATH
A.275 Charles Brant poor design/lack of maintenance leads to flooded and muddy areas; 

many sections were not raised so they are frequently flooded; little 
or no trimming back of vegetation along the path by the city.

Comments Received from the Planning Partners
Chester County
MPMS #60574 - Paoli Transportation Center
B.277 Zoe Robertson (SEPTA) Add a total of $24,000,000 to the first first-years from SEPTA and 

PennDOT Bureau of Public Transit to advance Phase 1 of the 
project, accordingly: $8,000,000 overall ($3,200,000  5307-S/ 
$3,871,000 Sec 1514/ $800,000 Sec 1516/ $129,000 Local) for 
each FY15, FY16, and FY17 CAP phase. AMTRAK will provide the 
remaining $12,000,000 that is needed to complete Phase 1 for ADA 
improvements.
Reduce FY22 CAP by $4,000,000 overall by decreasing 
$19,452,000 Sec 1514 funds to $15,581,000 and decreasing 
$648,000 Local funds to $519,000  to add back to the SEPTA 
Reserve Line Item (MPMS #90600).
Reduce FY23 CAP by $19,691,000 overall by decreasing 
$25,065,000 Sec 1514 funds to $6,009,000 and decreasing 
$835,000 Local funds to $200,000 to add back to the SEPTA 
Reserve Line Item (MPMS #90600).

MPMS #86698 - Osborne Road Bridge Over Beaver Creek
B.278 Randy Waltermyer Chester County requests that $1.3 million of construction funding be 

added for the MPMS #86698 (Osborne Road over Beaver Creek) 
project in Fiscal Year 2015 of the FY2015 draft TIP.

MPMS #90600 - SEPTA Reserve Line Item
B.279 Zoe Robertson (SEPTA) Decrease line item over 12-Years by an overall $19,683,000 due to 

MPMS #60574, accordingly:
Decrease $12,000,000 overall in FY15, FY16, and FY17 from 
$35,000,000 to $23,000,000 to fund Phase 1 of the Paoli 
Transportation Center (MPMS #60574) by:
-Reducing FY15 CAP phase from $19,355,000 Sec 1514 funds to 
$15,484,000 and decreasing $645,000 Local funds to $516,000.
-Reducing FY16 and FY17 CAP phases each by decreasing 
$4,839,000 Sec 1514 funds to $968,000 and decreasing $161,000 
Local funds to $32,000.
Add a $4,000,000 CAP phase to FY22 ($3,871,000 Sec 1514/ 
$129,000 Local).
Add a $19,691,000 CAP phase to FY23 ($19,056,000 Sec 1514/ 
$635,000 Local).

Delaware County
MPMS #15251 - US 1, Baltimore Pike Interchange Improvements
B.280 Thomas Shaffer The project scope recently was expanded to include the 

intersections of Routes 1/452 and 452/352.
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Montgomery County
MPMS #16577 - Ridge Pike, Butler Pike to Philadelphia Reconstruction and Signal Upgrade
B.281 Leo Bagley The County will divide the entire project into two segments and fund 

them differently.  The County will fund preliminary engineering and 
final design with local funds, but pursue federal funding in future 
TIPs for the ROW, Utility and Construction phases of the Butler Pike 
to Crescent Avenue segment.  For the segment from Crescent 
Avenue to Philadelphia City line the County will fund all phases as 
100% local.

MPMS #48175 - Ridge Pike, Norristown Boro to Butler Pike
B.282 Leo Bagley Per discussion at the PA subcommittee, the County will federalize 

the construction phase in the FY 17 TIP Update for the Carland 
Road to Regal Drive segment.  In addition, the County intends to 
modify the limit to extend, at 100% County funding, the project from 
Regal Drive to Chemical Road.  The County will 
reconstruct/rehabilitate Ridge Pike, eliminate the jug handle at Alan 
Wood Road by providing double left turn lanes onto Alan Wood 
Road; signalize he modify the I-475 SB off-ramp; modify and 
potentially signalize the I-476 NB off-ramp; and extend the ITS 
components to Chemical Road.

MPMS #92807 - PA 23 - Skippack Pike Bridge Replacement
B.283 Leo Bagley Change the title route number from PA-23 to PA-73
MPMS #95447 - County Bridge Line Item
B.284 Leo Bagley The County suggests that title should be modified to “City/County 

Bridge Line Item”.
MPMS #102105 - Municipal Bridge Line Item
B.285 Leo Bagley The County suggests that prior to the FY 17 TIP update, DVRPC 

lead an evaluation/prior setting effort to assess the realistic need for 
City and County bridges, as well as Municipal bridges, and that the 
PA Subcommittee allocate an appropriate amount to both line 
items.  These allocations should occur early in the TIP update 
process rather than near the end.

MPMS #102273 - Second Collegeville Bridge Crossing
B.286 Leo Bagley Second Collegeville Bridge Crossing:  Add Lower Providence 

Township to the Municipalities list.
MPMS #102275 - Study Line Item
B.287 Leo Bagley This line item, as discussed at the PA Subcommittee, list those 

studies identified in the Decade of Interest.  As those studies are 
better understood developed, the recommendations would be 
considered for advancement into preliminary engineering.

MPMS #102665 - Signal Upgrade Line Item
B.288 Leo Bagley Thank you for establishing this line item which may allow for funding 

to be allocated during the next two fiscal years.
Philadelphia County
MPMS #74822 - North Delaware Avenue Extension Phase 2
B.289 Vadim Fleysh Add an inadvertently omitted projet back into the TIP by 

programming as follows:STUDY: 400 SXF, 100 LOC, FY15
PE: 400 SXF, 106 LOC, FY15
FD: 202 SXF, 57 LOC, FY17
ROW: 400 SXF, 116 LOC, FY18
UTL 400 SXF, 116 LOC, FY18
CON 3,206 SXF, 956 LOC, FY19

Comments Received from the Organizations/Agencies
Bucks County
MPMS #64781 - Swamp Road/Pennswood Road Bridge Over Branch of Neshaminy Creek
C.290 Kurt M. Ferguson (Newtown Township Manager) Requests removal of project from TIP.
C.291 Susan Herman (Residents for Regional Traffic 

Solutions)
Implores DVRPC RTC and Board to oppose this project.

MPMS #88083 - Stoopville Road Improvements - Phase 2
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C.292 Susan Herman (Residents for Regional Traffic 

Solutions)
Opposes this project.

MPMS #102105 - Municipal Bridge Line Item
C.293 David Nyman (Chairman, Board of Supervisors 

East Rockhill Township)
Supports Municipal Bridge Line Item in FY2015 TIP.

C.294 David Nyman (Chairman, Board of Supervisors 
East Rockhill Township)

Submits Rockhill Road Bridge (BMS # 09 7207 0437 0001) in Bucks 
County as a candidate for funding through this Municipal Bridge 
Line Item.

Distribution of Draft TIP Material for Review
C.295 Bonney Hartley (Stockbridge-Munsee Mohican 

Nation)
Stockbridge-Munsee Mohican Nation is only interested in receiving 
TIP projects listed that are: 1) Located in Bucks County, and 2) that 
involve new ground disturbance. For instance, a project which 
proposes to remove a previous pipe and replace it in the same 
location is not of concern to us and we do not wish to receive 
Section 106 project materials for review.

Terry Drive Extension
C.296 Kurt M. Ferguson (Newtown Township Manager) Would like this project developed andfunded in the next couple of 

years.
Chester County
MPMS #14532 - US 30, Coatesville Downingtown Bypass Reconstruction Design
C.297 P. Timothy Phelps (TMACC) Concerned that earmark funds for design will be lost if not obligated.
C.298 Mary Ann Severance (GVRCC) Concerned that earmark funds for design will be lost if not obligated.
C.299 Donna W. Siter (Western Chester County 

Chamber of Commerce)
Concerned that earmark funds for design will be lost if not obligated.

MPMS #84884 - US 30, Coatesville Downingtown Bypass (CWR-Western Section)
C.300 Mary Ann Severance (GVRCC) Concerned about final design starting in FY20 and would like the 

phase and construction phase moved up sooner.
C.301 P. Timothy Phelps (TMACC) Concerned about final design starting in FY20 and would like the 

phase and construction phase moved up sooner.
C.302 Donna W. Siter (Western Chester County 

Chamber of Commerce)
Concerned about final design starting in FY20 and would like the 
phase and construction phase moved up sooner.

MPMS #87781 - US 30, Coatesville Downingtown Bypass (CER-Eastern Section)
C.303 Mary Ann Severance (GVRCC) Concerned that construction is not showing up in the 12 year 

program and would like the construction phase moved forward.
C.304 P. Timothy Phelps (TMACC) Concerned that construction is not showing up in the 12 year 

program and would like the construction phase moved forward.
C.305 Donna W. Siter (Western Chester County 

Chamber of Commerce)
Concerned that construction is not showing up in the 12 year 
program and would like the construction phase moved forward.

Delaware County
MPMS #15251 - US 1, Baltimore Pike Interchange Improvements
C.306 W. Bruce Clark (Middletown Township Manager)  Supports expanding the project limits to include both the 

intersections of US 1 & PA 452 (Pennell Road) and PA 352 
(Middletown Road) and PA 452.  The Township asks that the text 
description of the project within the TIP be amended to reflect this 
adjustment.
Would like the project description to include multi-modal initiatives 
the Township is pursuing as it relates to the interchange.
Township asks for consideration be given to incorporating elements 
into the project to improve the aesthetics of the project, especially 
south of the interchange.

Montgomery County
MPMS #16097 - Graterford Road Bridge
C.307 Cecile M. Daniel (Perkiomen Township Manager) Requests that the bridge be added to the TIP.
MPMS #16565 - PA 363, Valley Forge Rd.
C.308 Daniel Littley Jr. (Chair of Towamencin 

Township Board of Supervisors)
Township requests that MPMS #16565 - PA 363, Valley Forge Rd. 
be added back into the TIP.

MPMS #57851 - Plank Road/Otts Road/Meyers Road/Seitz Road Intersection Improvements
C.309 Cecile M. Daniel (Perkiomen Township Manager) Requests that the project not be delayed.
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MPMS #64795 - Belmont Rd/Rock Hill Rd Widening: I-76 Ramps to Rock Hill Road
C.310 Donald K. Cannon (Lower Merion Township 

Public Works)
Township is requesting that the description be revised to include the 
proposed improvement at the intersection of Conshohocken State 
Road (SR 0023) and Rock Hill Road.

C.311 Angela Murray AICP (Lower Merion Township) Request that funds for acquisition of ROW be advanced to 2015-16 
from 2019.

C.312 Brian Keaveney (Lower Merion Township 
Engineer)

Requests that the description be revised to include the 
improvements at the adjacent intersection of Conshohocken State 
Road and Rock Hill Road.

MPMS #89715 - US 422, Sanatoga Interchange Ramp Improvements
C.313 Daniel K. Kerr (Limerick Township Manager)  Limerick Township requests that MPMS #89715, the US 422, 

Sanatoga Interchange Ramp Improvements be added back into the 
FY 2015 TIP.

Bridge Replacement of Bustard Road at Morris Road
C.314 Daniel Littley Jr. (Chair of Towamencin 

Township Board of Supervisors)
Township requests a new bridge replacement project be added to 
the TIP.

Delaware County - Route 252: Mary Jane Lane to Rose Tree Rd
C.315 John Boyle (Bicycle Coalition of Greater 

Philadelphia)
Requests funding on this road at these limits for bike lane striping

Delaware County - Route 320: Wesley Rd to Baltimore Pike
C.316 John Boyle (Bicycle Coalition of Greater 

Philadelphia)
Requests funding on this road at these limits for bike lane striping

Montgomery County - Morris Road: US 202 Dekalb Pike to Valley Forge Road
C.317 John Boyle (Bicycle Coalition of Greater 

Philadelphia)
Requests funding on this road at these limits for bike lane striping

Rt 113 & Rt 29 Intersection Improvement
C.318 Cecile M. Daniel (Perkiomen Township Manager) Requests that this project be added to the TIP.
S.R. 0113 Relocation
C.319 Joe Czajkowski (Lower Salford Township 

Manager)
Requests that S.R. 0113 Relocation be added to the Draft TIP.

Widening PA 63 Forty Foot Road near Tomlinson Road
C.320 Daniel Littley Jr. (Chair of Towamencin 

Township Board of Supervisors)
Township requests a new TIP project be added to the TIP.

Philadelphia County
Penn’s Landing Access and Community Improvement
C.321 Jay Goldstein (Delaware River Waterfront 

Corporation)
Would like the Penn’s Landing Access and Community 
Improvement Project to be included in the TIP for $5 Million for the 
preliminary Engineering phase.

Various Counties
MPMS #13014 - Clay Ridge Road Bridge Over Beaver Creek (CB #30)
C.322 Maya K. van Rossum (The Delaware 

Riverkeeper)
Opposes Project

MPMS #13716 - Headquarters Road Bridge Over Tinicum Creek
C.323 Maya K. van Rossum (The Delaware 

Riverkeeper)
Opposes project.

MPMS #17511 - City Ave o/ SEPTA (Bridge)
C.324 Dennis Winters (Clean Air Council) The bridge rebuild should consider pedestrian stair and ramp 

connections to both the existing Bala Regional Rail Station and the 
proposed Parkside-City Line multi-use trail.

MPMS #17581 - Bells Mill Road
C.325 Dennis Winters (Clean Air Council) Project design should consider a shared use sidepath on one side 

of the road in lieu of sidewalks on both sides.
MPMS #17622 - Adams Avenue Bridge Over Tacony Creek
C.326 Dennis Winters (Clean Air Council) Bridge replacement should include sufficient width for the 

construction of sidewalks.
MPMS #17697 - Island Avenue Signal Upgrade
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C.327 Dennis Winters (Clean Air Council) Feet First Philly supports the pedestrian improvements include 

implifying intersections and extending curbs; we also recommend 
that improvements consider SEPTA’s plan for new ADA accessible 
trolleys.

MPMS #17816 - Chestnut Street Bridges (4) at 30th Street
C.328 Dennis Winters (Clean Air Council) The sidewalks on the Chestnut Street bridges should be widened to 

match the Walnut Street bridge, and they should have a walking 
zone of 6 feet clear of any obstructions.

MPMS #48193 - Allen`s Lane Bridge Over SEPTA R8 Rail Line
C.329 Dennis Winters (Clean Air Council) The design should ensure that a walking zone of 6’ is maintained 

clear of all obstructions, on both sidewalks.
MPMS #48711 - This project is not a highway project.  May be a typo by commentor.
C.330 Dennis Winters (Clean Air Council) The Bridge Street interchange project should be designed to 

improve pedestrian safety and mobility on the street net-work in the 
immediate vicinity.

MPMS #57276 - Montgomery Avenue Bridge over Amtrak at 30th Street (CB)
C.331 Dennis Winters (Clean Air Council) Bridge replacement should include standard width sidewalks and 

sidewalk replacement on ap-proaches from both W. Greenwood 
Avenue on the east and W. Sedgley Avenue on the west.

MPMS #57897 - Haverford Avenue Signal Modernization
C.332 Dennis Winters (Clean Air Council) Consider Leading Pedestrian Intervals where wide turning radii 

encourage high-speed turns.
MPMS #57901 - Lincoln Drive (3R)
C.333 Dennis Winters (Clean Air Council) The west side sidewalk should be widened and converted to a 

shared use path.
MPMS #61712 - North Delaware Riverfront Greenway/Heritage Trail/K&T Line Item
C.334 Dennis Winters (Clean Air Council) A 16-foot paved trail should be seriously considered in order to 

provide safety for all users once the full 9-mile trail is completed.
MPMS #64984 - Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP) Line Item
C.335 Sarah Clark Stuart (Bicycle Coalition of Greater 

Philadelphia)
Thankful for $1 Million towards The Circuit and supports additional 
regional funding for The Circuit. Recommend that the final TIP 
include a paragraph explaining clearly what the $1Million will 
support.

C.336 Madeline Bell (The Children's Hospital of 
Philadelphia)

Thankful for $1 Million towards The Circuit and supports additional 
regional funding for The Circuit.

C.337 Julie Slavet (TTF Watershed Partnership) Thankful for $1 Million towards The Circuit and supports additional 
regional funding for The Circuit.

MPMS #69828 - Market Street Bridges (2) Over Schuylkill River and CSX Railroad (MSB)
C.338 Dennis Winters (Clean Air Council) The design should ensure that a walking zone of 10’ or 1/2 the total 

sidewalk width, whichever is greater, is maintained clear of all 
obstructions, on both sidewalks.

MPMS #69913 - Grays Ferry Avenue Bridge Over Schuylkill River
C.339 Dennis Winters (Clean Air Council) Bridge reconstruction should include sufficient width to provide 

expand the north sidewalk.
MPMS #69914 - Fifth Street over Conrail (Bridge)
C.340 Dennis Winters (Clean Air Council) Once bridge is removed, new roadway should include standard 

width sidewalks with 6’ of walkway width.
MPMS #70014 - Center City Signal Improvements (North) - Phase 3
C.341 Dennis Winters (Clean Air Council) Consider Leading Pedestrian Intervals where wide turning radii 

encourage high-speed turns.
MPMS #70243 - American Street Streetscape
C.342 Dennis Winters (Clean Air Council) The excessive crossing distance on American Street should be 

reduced wherever possible through measures such as curb 
extensions.

MPMS #72597 - Ben Franklin Bridge Philadelphia Operational Improvement
C.343 Dennis Winters (Clean Air Council) This project needs to factor in pedestrian and bicycle movement 

through the area and to and from the bridge walkways, particu-larly 
the south walkway.
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MPMS #74828 - American Cities/Safe Routes to School - Phase 3
C.344 Dennis Winters (Clean Air Council) We support the use of these funds for traffic calming and other 

safety improve-ments that can benefit pedestrians.
MPMS #78758 - JFK Boulevard Bridges (3) Over 21st/22nd/23rd Streets
C.345 Dennis Winters (Clean Air Council) We support this project in-cluding a shared use side path on the 

north sidewalk. Will the project include a ramp and stair-way 
connection to 22nd Street?

MPMS #78764 - W Girard Ave O/CSX (Bridge)
C.346 Dennis Winters (Clean Air Council) Sidewalks included in rehabilitation or replacement of bridge should 

include sidewalks of sufficient width to provide a minimum of 
“walking zone” width of 6 feet.

MPMS #79908 - I-95: Kennedy to Levick (Section BS1) (IMP)
C.347 Dennis Winters (Clean Air Council) The Bridge Street interchange project should be designed to 

improve pedestrian safety and mobility on the street net-work in the 
immediate vicinity.

MPMS #79910 - I-95: Margaret to Kennedy (Section BS2) (IMP)
C.348 Dennis Winters (Clean Air Council) The Bridge Street interchange project should be designed to 

improve pedestrian safety and mobility on the street net-work in the 
immediate vicinity.

MPMS #80054 - Bridges Over Vine Street Expressway (I-676) (PAB) - Part 3
C.349 Dennis Winters (Clean Air Council) We support this project for its many benefits but, as final design 

advances.
MPMS #80104 - Henry Ave Corridor Safety Improvements
C.350 Dennis Winters (Clean Air Council) We support the pedestrian signals and bumpouts. What is the 

purpose of the proposed tree removal, and what will be the effect on 
pedestrians walking along Henry Avenue, given the fact that Henry 
Avenue is missing sidewalks for much of its length?

MPMS #81292 - Frankford Av/Frankford Ck (Bridge)
C.351 Dennis Winters (Clean Air Council) The designs for this bridge should con-sider the proposed Frankford 

Creek Greenway which will run along the creek below this bridge. 
The bridge design should include stair and ramp connections.

MPMS #85417 - Allegheny Avenue Safety Improvements
C.352 Dennis Winters (Clean Air Council) Installing median refuge islands should be considered instead of 

fences. Consider Leading Pedestrian Intervals where wide turning 
radii encourage high-speed turns.

MPMS #85419 - Erie Av: Broad St. - K St
C.353 Dennis Winters (Clean Air Council) Consider Leading Pedestrian Intervals where wide turning radii 

encourage high-speed turns. The intersection of Erie/2nd/Sedgley 
needs simplification to improve safety.

MPMS #87107 - School District of Philadelphia Improvement (SRTSF) - Round 1
C.354 Dennis Winters (Clean Air Council) Are all the sidewalk re-pairs to be done on sidewalks immediately 

adjacent to the school properties or will consideration be given to 
improving the walking route on nearby sidewalks that lead to the 
school and which may be in far worse condition?

MPMS #88767 - Bridges Over Vine Street Expressway (I-676) (PAA) - Part 1
C.355 Dennis Winters (Clean Air Council) The curb radii on both northeast and northwest corners of the 

intersection of the Vine Expressway with 22nd Street should be 
tightened to shorten pedestrian crossing distances and reduce 
turning speed. Also, we request that the project descriptions for this 
and related projects be clarified. For example, preliminary 
engineering for the 21st and 22nd St bridges is covered under 
MPMS 80054, but what about final design? What happened to Part 
2? The Spring Garden bridge has been broken out to two MPMS 
numbers that are the same.

MPMS #90482 - North Delaware Riverfront Greenway (TIGER)
C.356 Dennis Winters (Clean Air Council) Trail construction between Al-legheny Avenue and Lewis Street 

should be of sufficient width to provide for safe use by pedes-trians 
and bicyclists alike. A minimum width of 16 feet should be 
considered.
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MPMS #92376 - Walnut Lane Bridge Over Wissahickon Creek Restoration
C.357 Dennis Winters (Clean Air Council) Some of the approach sidewalks are in very poor condition and 

should be upgraded with this project.
MPMS #96223 - Philadelphia Signal Retiming- CMAQ Comp
C.358 Dennis Winters (Clean Air Council) Consider Leading Pedestrian Intervals where wide turning radii 

encourage high-speed turns.
MPMS #98207 - I-95 Congestion Management
C.359 Dennis Winters (Clean Air Council) Congestion mitigation for I-95 should also support non-motorized 

transportation travel options to SEPTA’s regional rail stations 
including improved or new sidewalk connections, improving 
intersections for pedestrian and cyclists near stations, and providing 
upgraded bus passenger shelters for intersecting lines.

MPMS #98221 - Stock`s Grove Road over Beaver Creek
C.360 Maya K. van Rossum (The Delaware 

Riverkeeper)
Opposes Project.

MPMS #102102 - North Delaware Avenue Phase 1B
C.361 Dennis Winters (Clean Air Council) The project should provide sidewalks of sufficient width to provide 

for higher than normal use by pedestrians and families with strollers, 
etc.

MPMS #102274 - Schuylkill River Swing Bridge
C.362 Madeline Bell (The Children's Hospital of 

Philadelphia)
Supports Schuylkill River Swing Bridge Project.

MPMS #102279 - Traffic Calming Program (ARLE 4)
C.363 Dennis Winters (Clean Air Council) We support this program of traffic calming and safety measures.
MPMS #102280 - Broad Street Pedestrian Crossing Improvements (ARLE 4)
C.364 Dennis Winters (Clean Air Council) We support the replacement of Z-block crosswalks with asphalt and 

standard markings where it is cost-effective. We also support the 
test of a partially raised crosswalk in lieu of a standard ADA ramp 
and believe that similar alternatives should be tested elsewhere in 
the City.

Design and Construction funding needed for trails
C.365 Sarah Clark Stuart (Bicycle Coalition of Greater 

Philadelphia)
Bicycle Coalition of Greater Philadelphia determined that there are 
least 61 Circuit trail projects that have undergone planning and need 
design/construction funding.

PennDOT`s policy on replacing single lane bridges with two lane bridges
C.366 Maya K. van Rossum (The Delaware 

Riverkeeper)
It is PennDOT’s policy to replace single lane bridges with two lane 
structures. Experts on roadway safety have indicated maintaining 
single lane crossings has a calming effect on traffic reducing speeds 
in many rural areas.

Replacing Rather than Replacing Historic Structures
C.367 Maya K. van Rossum (The Delaware 

Riverkeeper)
Unless the bridge is part of Pennsylvania’s Covered Bridge or Stone 
Arch Bridge program PennDOT routinely opts for replacing rather 
than repairing historic structures.

Request to Dedicate Funding to complete The Circuit
C.368 Sarah Clark Stuart (Bicycle Coalition of Greater 

Philadelphia)
Bicycle Coalition of Greater Philadelphia urge DVRPC to make a 
concerted effort to develop a process to prioritize and allocate 
funding for at least the identified 61 Circuit projects in order to 
maintain a rate of completing ten miles a year by the five SE PA 
counties.
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Item ID# A.1,A.2
STEVE SANTARSIERO. MEMBER 

31ST LEGISLAnVE DISTRICT 
p 0 80JC 202031 

HARRLSa.IAO. PEM4SY\.YANIA 17120<2001 
- (117)787~7$ 

FAX (117) 78NIII2t 

18 EAST AFTON AVENUe 
YAAOLE'Y. PENNSVI.VNIA 18067 

PHON£.(21$)~ 

FAX (21&) 493-642<1 

EMAIL REP$ANTARSIEAOOPAHOUSENET 
~ VNIW PAHO\ISE.COMISANTARSIERO 

Jane Meconi 

~use of ~pres.enfatiues 
COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA 

HARIHSBURC 

June 30, 2014 

Manager, Public Involvement and Title VI Compliance 
c/o DVRPC Public Affairs Office 
190 N. Independence Mall West 
Philadelphia, PA 19106·1520 

Dear Ms Meconi: 

COMMITTEES 

APPROPRIATIONS 
OOM\OITTEE ON ETHICS 
EDUCATION. OEMOCAAllC SECRETARY 
~AlRE~&ENERGY 

SU8COt.u.ITTEE ON PARKS & 
FORESTS - llEMOCAAllC CHAIR 

TRANSPORTATION. SlJ80()0.1tdiTTEE ON 
RAli..RO.-oS • DEMOCRAllCCHAIR 

DELEGATION 

SOUTHEAST 

I respectfully request to include the following Into comments into TIP Plan on two projects 
planned In the 31" Assembly District (Yardley-Newtown-Morrisville, Bucks County). 

Regarding the Pennswood Road Bridge over a Branch of the Neshaminy Creek on Swamp Road 
in Newtown Township (MPMS #64781) I ask for support of the rehabilitation of the bridge without any 
significant widening of the bridge base. 

Regarding the Stoopville Road Phase II (MPMS #88083) I ask for support for the following 
prioritization of the items included in t he project: 

1. Design and construction drainage improvements; 
2. Construct multi-purpose trail; 
3. Improve Highland Road and Route 532 intersection to include left turn lane from 

Highland to 532; 
4. Improve Dollngton Road and Route 532 intersection; 
5. Improve Route 413 and Stoopvllle Road intersection. 

Thank you for your attention to these matters. Please call my office at 215-493·5420 to discuss 
these comments further if needed. 

Sincerely, 

@ PRIHfEO ON RECYCLED PAPER 



Name: Patricia L. Scott

County: Bucks County

Project Title: Municipal Bridge Line Item

MPMS ID: 102105

Comment:

Please support the Municipal Bridge Line Item in your 2015-2018 Transportation Improvement Program. It is very important to our 
municipality to have its bridges be in a safe and fully operating condition. Thank you for your consideration of this request.
Comment ID: 247

Item ID# A.3

Name: Jim Nietupski

County: Bucks County

Project Title: Municipal Bridge Line Item

MPMS ID: 102105

Comment:

I am a resident of East Rockhill Township. As our bridges are an important part of the Pennsylvania infrastructure, I very much 
support including the Municipal Bridge Line Item in the 2015-2018 Transportation Improvement Program. This line item will reduce 
the burden on local taxpayers for funding reconstruction of unsafe bridges. Thank you.
Comment ID: 248

Item ID# A.4



Name: Willard Mismer Jr

County: Bucks County

Project Title: Municipal Bridge Line Item

MPMS ID: 102105

Comment:

As a resident of East Rockhill Township, I fully support inclusion of the Municipal Bridge Line Item in the 2015-2018 Transportation 
Improvement Program. It will ease the burden on local taxpayers for funding reconstruction of unsafe bridges.
Comment ID: 249

Item ID# A.5

Name: Bob & Monica Kennedy

County: Bucks County

Project Title: Municipal Bridge Line Item

MPMS ID: 102105

Comment:

As a resident of East Rockhill Township, I fully support inclusion of the Municipal Bridge Line Item in the 2015-2018 Transportation 
Improvement Program. It will ease the burden on local taxpayers for funding construction of unsafe bridges. Thank you.
Comment ID: 250

Item ID# A.6

Name: James P. Deegan

County: Bucks County

Project Title: Municipal Bridge Line Item

MPMS ID: 102105

Comment:

Dear Sir or Madam; As a business owner within East Rockhill Township, I fully support inclusion of the Municipal Bridge Line Item in 
the 2015-2018 Transportation Improvement Program. This addition will ease the burden on local taxpayers for funding 
reconstruction of unsafe bridges. Regards,
Comment ID: 251

Item ID# A.7



Name: Greg Lippincott

County: Bucks County

Project Title: Municipal Bridge Line Item

MPMS ID: 102105

Comment:

As a resident of East Rockhill Township, I fully support inclusion of the Municipal Bridge Line Item in the 2015-2018 Transportation 
Improvement Program. It will ease the burden on local taxpayers for funding reconstruction of unsafe bridges. Thank you.
Comment ID: 252

Item ID# A.8

Name: Marianne Morano

County: Bucks County

Project Title: Municipal Bridge Line Item

MPMS ID: 102105

Comment:

I fully support having a municipal line item on the TIP, there are many local municipality bridges deteriorating in addition to County 
owned bridges. In particular I support Rockhill Road bridge located in East Rockhill Township, Bucks County.
Comment ID: 261

Item ID# A.9, A.10

Name: Carol Critelli

County: Bucks County

Project Title: Municipal Bridge Line Item

MPMS ID: 102105

Comment:

As a resident of East Rockhill Township, I fully support inclusion of the Municipal Bridge Line Item in the 2015-2018 Transportation 
Improvement Program. It will ease the burden on local taxpayers for funding reconstruction of unsafe bridges. Thank you
Comment ID: 262

Item ID# A.11



Name: Bill Trolio

County: Bucks County

Project Title: Municipal Bridge Line Item

MPMS ID: 102105

Comment:

Dear Sirs: As a resident of East Rockhill Township, I fully support inclusion of the Municipal Bridge Line Item in the 2015-2018 
Transportation Improvement Program. It will ease the burden on local taxpayers for funding reconstruction of unsafe bridges. In my 
immediate neighborhood, the Branch Road bridge is finally open, however, those on Ridge Road and Schwenkmill Road remain 
closed to traffic. These closures add significant time (gas and car exhaust) to both my commute to work as well as local shopping 
and errands. Emergency services are also affected.
Comment ID: 263

Item ID# A.12

Name: Fred Kershaw

County: Bucks County

Project Title: Municipal Bridge Line Item

MPMS ID: 102105

Comment:

I strongly support the Municipal Bridge Line Item (MPMS 102105) programmed on the Draft DVRPC FY 2015 -2018 TIP for PA. This 
line item will provide much needed funding for replacement municipally owned bridges across the region. In particular, East Rockhill 
Township submits Rockhill Road Bridge (BMS # 09 7207 0437 0001) in Bucks County as a candidate for funding through this 
Municipal Bridge Line Item.
Comment ID: 184

Item ID# A.13, A.14

Name: Pete Boyce

County: Bucks County

Project Title: Municipal Bridge Line Item

MPMS ID: 102105

Comment:

As a resident of East Rockhill Township, I fully support inclusion of the Municipal Bridge line item in the 2015-2018 Transportation 
Improvement program. This will ease the burden of many local taxpayers for funding of reconstruction of of unsafe bridges. Thank 
You.
Comment ID: 264

Item ID# A.15



Name: Chris Tate

County: Bucks County

Project Title: Municipal Bridge Line Item

MPMS ID: 102105

Comment:

As a resident of East Rockhill Township, I fully support inclusion of the Municipal Bridge Line Item in the 2015-2018 Transportation 
Improvement Program. It will ease the burden on local taxpayers for funding reconstruction of unsafe bridges. Residents can not 
afford any higher taxes to fund this. Thank you.
Comment ID: 265

Item ID# A.16

Name: Joe Berardi

County: Bucks County

Project Title: Municipal Bridge Line Item

MPMS ID: 102105

Comment:

As a resident of East Rockhill Township in Bucks County, PA, I fully support inclusion of the Municipal Bridge Line Item in the 2015-
2018 Transportation Improvement Program. It will ease the burden on local taxpayers for funding reconstruction of unsafe bridges. 
Our taxes are out of control because of the School Taxes for Pennridge School District are increasing 3.6% for this coming year due 
to the unsustainable Pension for the teachers. There was an exception granted to exceed the legal limit of 2.1%. The teacher 
salaries and pensions must be stopped before we all go broke trying to pay for something that is ethically wrong. It is not right for a 
teacher to make $100,000 for 9 months of work when the average salary in the district is around $40,000 for 12 months of work. 
What a scam!
Comment ID: 266

Item ID# A.17, A.18

Name: Richard Althouse

County: Bucks County

Project Title: Municipal Bridge Line Item

MPMS ID: 102105

Comment:

As a resident of East Rockhill Township in Perkasie, Pennsylvania, I fully support inclusion of the Municipal Bridge Line Item in the 
2015-2018 Transportation Improvement Program. It will ease the burden on local taxpayers for funding reconstruction of unsafe 
bridges.
Comment ID: 267

Item ID# A.19



Name: Evelyn Althouse

County: Bucks County

Project Title: Municipal Bridge Line Item

MPMS ID: 102105

Comment:

As a resident of East Rockhill Township in Perkasie, Pennsylvania, I fully support inclusion of the Municipal Bridge Line Item in the 
2015-2018 Transportation Improvement Program. It will ease the burden on local taxpayers for funding reconstruction of unsafe 
bridges.
Comment ID: 268

Item ID# A.20

Name: Sharon & Chris Staehle

County: Bucks County

Project Title: Municipal Bridge Line Item

MPMS ID: 102105

Comment:

As a resident of East Rockhill Township, I fully support inclusion of the Municipal Bridge Line Item in the 2015-2018 Transportation 
Improvement Program. It will ease the burden on local taxpayers for funding reconstruction of unsafe bridges.
Comment ID: 243

Item ID# A.21

Name: Theodore S. Valentine

County: Bucks County

Project Title: Municipal Bridge Line Item

MPMS ID: 102105

Comment:

As a resident of East Rockhill Township, I fully support inclusion of the Municipal Bridge Line Item in the 2015-2018 Transportation 
Improvement Program. It will ease the burden on us, the taxpayers, for funding reconstruction of unsafe bridges. Thank you,
Comment ID: 244

Item ID# A.22



Name: Hans Schnitzler

County: Bucks County

Project Title: Municipal Bridge Line Item

MPMS ID: 102105

Comment:

As a resident of East Rockhill Township, I fully support inclusion of the Municipal Bridge Line Item in the 2015-2018 Transportation 
Improvement Program. It will ease the burden on local taxpayers for funding reconstruction of unsafe bridges. Thank you.
Comment ID: 245

Item ID# A.23

Name: Ed & Suzanne Hogan

County: Bucks County

Project Title: Municipal Bridge Line Item

MPMS ID: 102105

Comment:

To Whom it May Concern, My wife, Suzanne and I are Senior’s and as residents of East Rockhill Township for the last 45 years, We 
fully support inclusion of the Municipal Bridge Line Item in the 2015-2018 Transportation Improvement Program. It will ease the 
burden on local taxpayers for funding reconstruction of unsafe bridges. Thanking you in advance for all considerations,
Comment ID: 246

Item ID# A.24

Name: Dr. Kristin J.M. Ploeger

County: Bucks County

Project Title: Municipal Bridge Line Item

MPMS ID: 102105

Comment:

I want to reach out to voice my strong support of including a Municipal Bridge Line Item in your Transportation Improvement 
Program for 2015-2018. I recognize how important this funding is to provide much-needed funding for replacement of municipally 
owned bridges across the region, many of which were constructed in the first half of the 20th century and are now in critical need of 
repair or replacement. As a resident of East Rockhill Township, I know this will ease the burden on local tazpayers for funding 
reconstruction of unsafe bridges.
Comment ID: 281

Item ID# A.25



Name: Carol Nagle

County: Bucks County

Project Title: Municipal Bridge Line Item

MPMS ID: 102105

Comment:

As a long time resident of East Rockhill Township, Buck County, Pennsylvania I fully support inclusion of the Municipal Bridge Line 
Item in the 2015-2018 Transportation Improvement Program. It will ease the burden on local taxpayers for funding the improtant 
reconstruction of unsafe bridges. These bridges and roadways in Bucks County are old and need improvement.
Comment ID: 282

Item ID# A.26

Name: Richard C. Landt

County: Bucks County

Project Title: Municipal Bridge Line Item

MPMS ID: 102105

Comment:

As a resident of East Rockhill Township, I fully support inclusion of the Municipal Bridge Line Item in the 2015-2018 Transportation 
Improvement Program. It will ease the burden on local taxpayers for funding reconstruction of unsafe bridges. Thank you.
Comment ID: 283

Item ID# A.27

Name: Gregory Langston

County: Bucks County

Project Title: Municipal Bridge Line Item

MPMS ID: 102105

Comment:

As a long time resident of East Rockhill Township, Bucks County, Pennsylvania I fully support inclusion of the Municipal Bridge Line 
Item in the 2015-2018 Transportation Improvement Program. It will ease the burden on local taxpayers for funding reconstruction of 
unsafe bridges. These bridges and roadways in Bucks County are old and need improvement.
Comment ID: 284

Item ID# A.28



Name: Kathleen Hart

County: Bucks County

Project Title: Municipal Bridge Line Item

MPMS ID: 102105

Comment:

As a resident of East Rockhill Township, I fully support inclusion of the Municipal Bridge Line Item in the 2015-2018 Transportation 
Improvement Program. It will ease the burden on local taxpayers for funding reconstruction of unsafe bridges.
Comment ID: 292

Item ID# A.29

Name: Gregory Hart

County: Bucks County

Project Title: Municipal Bridge Line Item

MPMS ID: 102105

Comment:

As a resident of East Rockhill Township, I fully support inclusion of the Municipal Bridge Line Item in the 2015-2018 Transportation 
Improvement Program. It will ease the burden on local taxpayers for funding reconstruction of unsafe bridges.
Comment ID: 293

Item ID# A.30

Name: Earl and Virginia Hendricks

County: Bucks County

Project Title: Municipal Bridge Line Item

MPMS ID: 102105

Comment:

As a resident of East Rockhill Township, I fully support the inclusion of the Municipal Bridge Line Item in the 2015-2018 
Transportation Improvement program. It will ease the burden on local taxpayers for funding reconstruction of unsafe bridges. Thank 
you.
Comment ID: 521

Item ID# A.31



Name: Anne Fenley

County: Bucks County

Project Title: Municipal Bridge Line Item

MPMS ID: 102105

Comment:

I am a resident of East Rockhill Township and understand you are considering adding a Municipal Bridge Line Item in the 2015-
2018 Transportation Improvement Program. I strongly support this Line Item addition as it will greatly benefit the taxpayers who 
must pay to repair the many unsafe bridges.
Comment ID: 653

Item ID# A.32

Name: Willard Wismer Jr

County: Bucks County

Project Title: Municipal Bridge Line Item

MPMS ID: 102105

Comment:

As a resident of East Rockhill Township, I fully support inclusion of the Municipal Bridge Line Item in the 2015-2018 Transportation 
Program. It will ease the burden on local taxpayers for funding reconstruction of unsafe bridges.
Comment ID: 649

Item ID# A.33

Name: Anne Newton Boyes

County: Bucks County

Project Title: Municipal Bridge Line Item

MPMS ID: 102105

Comment:

As a resident of East Rockhill Township, I fully support inclusion of the Municipal Bridge Line Item in the 2015-2018 Transportation 
Improvement Program. It will ease the burden on local taxpayers for funding reconstruction of unsafe bridges.
Comment ID: 543

Item ID# A.34



Name: Katherine L. Wiley

County: Bucks County

Project Title: Municipal Bridge Line Item

MPMS ID: 102105

Comment:

Dear People: I live in East Rockhill Township, Pennsylvania. The township is in the midst of refurbishing and renovating unsafe 
bridges. This is a costly process which falls upon the local taxpayers to fund. Many of us do not have the extra moneys available for 
increased taxation, yet the bridge repair is quite necessary. Therefore, I urge you to include the Municipal Bridge Line Item in the 
2015-2018 Transportation Improvement Program. It will help ease the burden on us local taxpayers for funding reconstruction of 
unsafe bridges. Please keep me apprised of the progress of this issue. Thank you.
Comment ID: 576

Item ID# A.35

Name: Cheryl Krivda

County: Bucks County

Project Title: Municipal Bridge Line Item

MPMS ID: 102105

Comment:

As a resident of East Rockhill Township, I fully support inclusion of the Municipal Bridge Line Item in the 2015-2018 Transportation 
Improvement Program. It will ease the burden on local taxpayers for funding reconstruction of unsafe bridges. Thank you.
Comment ID: 241

Item ID# A.36

Name: Bruce Costa

County: Bucks County

Project Title: Municipal Bridge Line Item

MPMS ID: 102105

Comment:

As a resident of East Rockhill Township, I fully support inclusion of the Municipal Bridge Line Item in the 2015-2018 Transportation 
Improvement Program. It will ease the burden on local taxpayers for funding reconstruction of unsafe bridges. Thank you.
Comment ID: 269

Item ID# A.37



Name: John Boyle

County: Delaware County

Project Title: Retrofit for Bike Lane and Shoulders

MPMS ID: 63406

Comment:

County Bike and Ped plans lack the design details for implementation. Counties have identified priorities for bike lane 
implementation and PENNDOT is investigating ways to reduce the municipal burden of the Bikeway Occupancy Permit. The line 
item originally appearing in the 2001 TIP as MPMS 63406 "Retrofit for Bike Lane and Shoulders" was conceived to develop bike 
lane and shoulder striping plans on state roads. However it is nearly depleted of funds. The Bicycle Coalition requests that this fund 
be replenished to continue efforts to plan for bike lanes on state roads.
Comment ID: 594

Item ID# A.38, A.39

Name: Harriet

County: Delaware County

Project Title: US 322, US 1 to Featherbed Lane (Section 101)

MPMS ID: 69816

Comment:

I hope that the widening of US 322 between Route 1 and I-95 is completed soon. The road, as it is today, is a nightmare when 
congested (i.e., during rush-hour and when major events are scheduled in Philadelphia). As a note, I wish there was Septa train 
service connecting West Chester, Media and Center City Philadelphia; there are definitely times when it would be more convenient 
to use a train than drive.
Comment ID: 61

Item ID# A.40, A.41

Name: Ken Daskus

County: Montgomery County

Project Title: PA 73, Church Road Intersection and Signal Improvements

MPMS ID: 16334

Comment:

I am for anything that gets traffic off the neighborhood streets of Wyncote.
Comment ID: 185

Item ID# A.42



Name: Laura Kelly

County: Montgomery County

Project Title: PA 73, Church Road Intersection and Signal Improvements

MPMS ID: 16334

Comment:

This intersection NEEDS sidewalks with crossing signals/crosswalks and bicycling lanes on Greenwood on both sides of Church Rd. 
Children who live on opposite sides of Greenwood, separated by Church, have no opportunity to walk to their friends' house or to 
the arboretum, a local treasure. We need to make our neighborhoods more accessible by foot and bicycle!
Comment ID: 201

Item ID# A.43

Name: Kurt Ahrens

County: Montgomery County

Project Title: PA 73, Church Road Intersection and Signal Improvements

MPMS ID: 16334

Comment:

It is vitally important to add bike lanes and crossing zones at this intersection. There are very few non-motorized commute options in 
the Cheltenham township and this particular intersection is egregiously unsafe. This lack of safety and the consequent lack of non-
motorized options is contrary to Cheltenham's recently adopted Sustainability Plan, and prevents children and adults from using 
their feet to reach parks, schools, and work.
Comment ID: 121

Item ID# A.44

Name: Dennis Fisher

County: Montgomery County

Project Title: PA 73, Church Road Intersection and Signal Improvements

MPMS ID: 16334

Comment:

This intersection is very important for motor vehicles, and even moreso for pedestrians, because it presently serves as an obstacle 
to passage for all but the most capable and stout-hearted. Pedestrian passage may be a challenge, due to private property lines, but 
the proper functioning of the township requires that pedestrians be afforded safe passage through all of the most important areas. It 
seems that a sidewalk inside the property of the arboretum should be relatively simple, leaving only a small section of Greenwood to 
be negotiated to get across the nearby bridge. People should not be mandated to use an automobile to safely cross this intersection 
and continue onward. The initial construction and maintenance costs for pedestrian passage are far less than those of automobile 
thorofares, and result in something much more durable.
Comment ID: 141

Item ID# A.45



Name: Teresa Warnick

County: Montgomery County

Project Title: PA 73, Church Road Intersection and Signal Improvements

MPMS ID: 16334

Comment:

As a homeowner on Greenwood, I strongly advocate for sidewalks on both sides of Greenwood and on Church to the new Wyncote 
elementary school. I am willing to maintain the sidewalk. Sincerely, Teresa Warnick
Comment ID: 221

Item ID# A.46

Name: Hannah Mazzaccaro

County: Montgomery County

Project Title: PA 73, Church Road Intersection and Signal Improvements

MPMS ID: 16334

Comment:

I fully support the improvement of this intersection. It currently is unsafe and has a poor level of service due to a lot of turning traffic. 
I also fully support the addition of sidewalks and painted crosswalks at this intersection. The existing stone walls can be moved and 
rebuilt to maintain the historic look. If that is not feasible, there at least need to be wide shoulders to allow pedestrians and bicycles 
to have a safe area of travel. Curtis Arboretum is a destination for many township events, and a cut-through for students traveling to 
the Junior High, so it should be more accessible by bike and foot. ALL of Church Road through Cheltenham Township needs wider 
shoulders for bicycles! Thank you for your consideration.
Comment ID: 181

Item ID# A.47

Name: Kristina Denzel

County: Montgomery County

Project Title: PA 73, Church Road Intersection and Signal Improvements

MPMS ID: 16334

Comment:

I strongly encourage sidewalks and bike lanes. I think sidewalks should be a priority everywhere, but especially around parks, and 
that particular area of Church road is very dangerous if you are a pedestrian (or a bicyclist, for that matter!).
Comment ID: 162

Item ID# A.48



Name: Amy Steffen

County: Montgomery County

Project Title: PA 73, Church Road Intersection and Signal Improvements

MPMS ID: 16334

Comment:

Glad that the signal improvements will be made. They are needed. I also support bike and pedestrian access along Church Rd and 
Greenwood Ave.
Comment ID: 161

Item ID# A.49

Name: Susan Meles

County: Montgomery County

Project Title: PA 73, Church Road Intersection and Signal Improvements

MPMS ID: 16334

Comment:

This is a dangerous intersection for cars and an impossible intersection for anything else (bike, pedestrian). It is very close to a high 
school and an elementary school (be rebuilt). Too many times I have seen bikers nearly hit at this intersection while a car tres to go 
around another car which is turning. Please create a wide enough street and a safe sidewalk so that kids going to school can 
negotiate this corner safely and without fear!
Comment ID: 182

Item ID# A.50

Name: stenn

County: Philadelphia County

Project Title: Schuylkill River Swing Bridge

MPMS ID: 102274

Comment:

more trails everywhere but especially on the Schuylkill. the swing bridge will be a destination in and of itself. if you build it they will 
come. so build it please and soon. thank you.
Comment ID: 485

Item ID# A.51



Name: M. Capillary

County: Philadelphia County

Project Title: Schuylkill River Swing Bridge

MPMS ID: 102274

Comment:

I support the proposed Schuylkill River Swing Bridge Project (102274) that would connect the Grays Ferry Crescent with the 
Bartram’s Mile.
Comment ID: 290

Item ID# A.52

Name: doug

County: Philadelphia County

Project Title: Schuylkill River Swing Bridge

MPMS ID: 102274

Comment:

I support this important trail project. please fund it asap
Comment ID: 462

Item ID# A.53

Name: Danielle Fike

County: Philadelphia County

Project Title: Schuylkill River Swing Bridge

MPMS ID: 102274

Comment:

I support the proposed Schuylkill River Swing Bridge Project (102274) that will connect the Grays Ferry Crescent with the Bartram’s 
Mile.
Comment ID: 286

Item ID# A.54



Name: Tyler Fike

County: Philadelphia County

Project Title: Schuylkill River Swing Bridge

MPMS ID: 102274

Comment:

I support the proposed Schuylkill River Swing Bridge Project (102274) that will connect the Grays Ferry Crescent with the Bartram’s 
Mile.
Comment ID: 287

Item ID# A.55

Name: Lane Fike

County: Philadelphia County

Project Title: Schuylkill River Swing Bridge

MPMS ID: 102274

Comment:

I support the proposed Schuylkill River Swing Bridge Project (102274) that will connect the Grays Ferry Crescent with the Bartram’s 
Mile.
Comment ID: 288

Item ID# A.56

Name: C. Cavalieri

County: Philadelphia County

Project Title: Schuylkill River Swing Bridge

MPMS ID: 102274

Comment:

We support the Schuylkill River Swing Bridge Project (102274) that will connect the Grays Ferry Crescent with Bartram’s Mile.
Comment ID: 289

Item ID# A.57



Name: chris clayton 

County: Philadelphia County

Project Title: Schuylkill River Swing Bridge

MPMS ID: 102274

Comment:

I love the idea of using the abandoned RR bridge as a trail crossing. Schuylkill Banks has completely changed Phila and it more of it 
there is the better. I'd like to see the schedule for this advanced and the design to do something whimsical
Comment ID: 483

Item ID# A.58

Name: Blaise Syrnick

County: Philadelphia County

Project Title: Schuylkill River Swing Bridge

MPMS ID: 102274

Comment:

I support Circuit funding in the 2015 TIP especially the Schuylkill River Swing Bridge in Gary Ferry (Project No. 1022740.
Comment ID: 650

Item ID# A.59

Name: Kathleen Wiseman

County: Philadelphia County

Project Title: Schuylkill River Swing Bridge

MPMS ID: 102274

Comment:

I love to ride my bike and walk around Philadelphia. I support trail funding im general and the proposed Schuykill River Swing Bridge 
project in particular which will enhance the area.
Comment ID: 651

Item ID# A.60



Name: megan 

County: Philadelphia County

Project Title: Schuylkill River Swing Bridge

MPMS ID: 102274

Comment:

a big YES for trail projects in general and the Schuylkill river swing bridge in particular. this is the king of big thinking projects that 
will set the Delaware Valley trail network apart.
Comment ID: 482

Item ID# A.61

Name: mary beth

County: Philadelphia County

Project Title: Schuylkill River Swing Bridge

MPMS ID: 102274

Comment:

please support and fund this project which extends the Schuylkill trail. fund the final desing now
Comment ID: 461

Item ID# A.62

Name: amy and greg sadowski 

County: Philadelphia County

Project Title: Schuylkill River Swing Bridge

MPMS ID: 102274

Comment:

I recently took a Schuylkill river boat tour and learned of a very cool bridge project that would allow the trail to cross the river near 
Grays Ferry Ave. I am excited by this project and want to know what I can do to help it get implemented. My husband Greg feels the 
same way. T wo votes for speeding up this project. thank you for tho opportunity to comment.
Comment ID: 481

Item ID# A.63



Name: chris 

County: Philadelphia County

Project Title: Schuylkill River Swing Bridge

MPMS ID: 102274

Comment:

I am writing to express support for the Schuylkill River bridge crossing at Grays Ferry avenue. this is a great idea but why does it 
take so long to do?
Comment ID: 484

Item ID# A.64

Name: Mark Kocent (Univ of Penn)

County: Philadelphia County

Project Title: Schuylkill River Swing Bridge

MPMS ID: 102274

Comment:

I support funding for all trails in general, and the proposed Schuylkill River Swing Bridge project (Project No. 102274) in particular.
Comment ID: 501

Item ID# A.65

Name: John Boyle

County: Philadelphia County

Project Title: General Comment

Comment:

The TIP lacks any funding towards implementation of bicycle and pedestrian plans. 4 of the 5 PA counties have adopted either 
countywide or sub-county plans. For example the Central Chester County Bicycle and Pedestrian Circulation plan calls for 21 miles 
of bike lanes, 62 miles of sidewalks and 83 intersection improvements with an estimated plan buildout cost of 25 million dollars. The 
plan is unique among the counties in that it provides a ball park cost estimate for completion of the plan but it highlights a realistic 
level of investment needed to implement. The region has a history of developing bike/ped plans and leaving them on the shelf 
(Montgomery County Bike Network 1998 and Southeastern Pennsylvania Bicycle and Pedestrian Mobility Plan 1995).
Comment ID: 590

Item ID# A.66



Name: Eugene Friesen

County: Various Counties

Project Title: Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP) Line Item

MPMS ID: 64984

Comment:

I'm delighted to see the addition of $1 million designated for the Circuit in the 2015-1018 TIP. It's a part of the Philly bike 
infrastructure that I use heavily: the Schuylkill River Trail is my commuting route and a great weekend path, and I've been seriously 
eyeing the Cobbs Creek Trail for a trip in the near future. Every dollar invested into bike infrastructure is highly appreciated, and I 
hope the investments have a chance to grow in the future.
Comment ID: 361

Item ID# A.68

Name: Debra Wile

County: Various Counties

Project Title: Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP) Line Item

MPMS ID: 64984

Comment:

Thank you for adding $1 Million towards the Circuit in the 2015-1018 TIP. I support additional regional funding for the Circuit 
because
Comment ID: 362

Item ID# A.69

Name: Graham Bier

County: Various Counties

Project Title: Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP) Line Item

MPMS ID: 64984

Comment:

Thank you for adding $1 Million towards the Circuit in the 2015-1018 TIP. I support additional regional funding for the Circuit 
because as a bicyclist myself I often wish I had better and safer routes to get around the Phildelphia area. I would commute this way 
more often if I could and am looking forward to the availability of more and better trails as soon as they can be created!
Comment ID: 363

Item ID# A.70



Name: Uri Feiner

County: Various Counties

Project Title: Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP) Line Item

MPMS ID: 64984

Comment:

Thank you for adding $1 Million towards the Circuit in the 2015-1018 TIP. I support additional regional funding for the Circuit 
because more and more people are riding bicycles and using trails for exercise and transport. This is especially true for short trips of 
3 miles or less. That means the circuit is useful far beyond recreational purposes. It is imperative to support this trend as a matter of 
public health, to aid the in the cleanup of our environment, boost the local economy, and be consistent with the emerging national 
and global direction on transportation.
Comment ID: 364

Item ID# A.71

Name: Brian Luckenbill

County: Various Counties

Project Title: Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP) Line Item

MPMS ID: 64984

Comment:

Thank you for adding $1 Million towards the Circuit in the 2015-1018 TIP. I support additional regional funding for the Circuit 
because I constantly use and enjoy the trails PA has to offer. I ride my bike and my girlfriend walks her dog. Please continue to 
support the circuit!
Comment ID: 365

Item ID# A.72

Name: David Dannenberg

County: Various Counties

Project Title: Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP) Line Item

MPMS ID: 64984

Comment:

Thank you for adding $1 Million towards the Circuit in the 2015-1018 TIP. I support additional regional funding for the Circuit 
because a million dollars barely scratches the surface of what is needed to bring this important infrastructure plan to fruition. There 
is a direct relationship between the amount of time people spend in a car and the degree to which they are overweight, and a an 
inverse relationship between the degree to which they are overweight and their level of health. Trails provide access to the outdoors 
and to exercise that are vital to the improvement of the overall mental and physical health of the citizenry. And the more people 
utilize trails for transportation, the less they contribute to automotive traffic congestion. Please increase your level of funding for trails 
to several percent of your budget--not the current less than 1% you have allocated now. Thank you.
Comment ID: 366

Item ID# A.73



Name: Silvia Ascarelli

County: Various Counties

Project Title: Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP) Line Item

MPMS ID: 64984

Comment:

Thank you for adding $1 Million towards the Circuit in the 2015-1018 TIP. As a big supporternofvthe East Coast Greenway, I support 
additional regional funding for the Circuit. Last month I bicycled the 150-mile Great Allegheny Passage from Pittsburgh to 
Cumberland, Md. It wasn't yet summer vacation, and the number of cyclists on the route was impressive. It also was obvious that 
many of these businesses would not be there or would not be thriving without this long-distance trail. The East Coast Greenway can 
have an even bigger impact on our region in addition to serving as a spine for the regional trails network. Please allocate more 
funding for the Circuit!
Comment ID: 367

Item ID# A.74

Name: Catherine Bennett

County: Various Counties

Project Title: Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP) Line Item

MPMS ID: 64984

Comment:

Thank you for adding $1 Million towards the Circuit in the 2015-1018 TIP. Of course, I do not believe that this amount is enough and 
a completion date of 2040 is not acceptable. In 26 years I will be 89 years old and probably unable to enjoy any of the trails. Just 
last spring I bought a hybrid bike to start riding trails before I lose my sense of balance. Because of distracted and speeding car 
drivers, It isn't safe for me to ride on streets and roads other than in my housing community. At this time, I am very disappointed by 
the small number of trails and the distance I need to travel to access one. I support additional regional funding for the Circuit 
because walking, biking, and enjoying nature and the outdoors will keep people physically fit and mentally refreshed. More people 
would ride their bikes to work cutting down on car emissions and more people would use the trails to follow an exercise routine. 
What about some fund raising events to generate more money? I am sure that people and businesses would support activities to 
get these trails done way before 2040.
Comment ID: 368

Item ID# A.75



Name: Steven Schon

County: Various Counties

Project Title: Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP) Line Item

MPMS ID: 64984

Comment:

Thank you for adding $1 Million towards the Circuit in the 2015-1018 TIP. I support additional regional funding for the Circuit 
because I and my family are active cyclists, for both commuting and recreation, and welcome the opportunity to explore the region 
more fully by bicycle. It also brings economic benefits. I know from other bike trails in our area, that property values of homes 
adjacent to the trails increased when the trails were opened. And local businesses benefit as well, from the additional clientelle that 
the trails bring to the neighborhoods.
Comment ID: 369

Item ID# A.76

Name: Stewart Leftow

County: Various Counties

Project Title: Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP) Line Item

MPMS ID: 64984

Comment:

Thank you for adding $1 Million towards the Circuit in the 2015-1018 TIP. I support additional regional funding for the Circuit for 
several reasons. Multiuse trails are consistently among the most utilized and valued outdoor areas in every community. They 
provide safe, alternative, healthy and environmentally friendly transportation routes. They are so prized that homes nearby increase 
in value because they are so desireable. Everyone from mothers with kids in strollers, to little kids needing a safe place to bike, to 
runners, to dog walkers, to older walkers, to hardcore pedal pushers like me- in other words, everybody in the community- values 
and utilizes these trails. I often see disabled people exercising in various types of bikes, recumbents, hand powered etc. There is no 
other safe place for these people to get outside and get some exercise. The trail network needs all the funding it can get, as do safe 
bike lanes on certain suburban streets. The Circuit has put together a rational and comprehensive plan. I urge you to continue to 
support it.
Comment ID: 370

Item ID# A.77



Name: Jason Gabriel

County: Various Counties

Project Title: Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP) Line Item

MPMS ID: 64984

Comment:

Thank you for adding $1 Million towards the Circuit in the 2015-1018 TIP. I support additional regional funding for the Circuit 
because I've lived here since 1976 and I saw what the area was like WITHOUT trails. For example, while there was much argument 
BEFORE the Perk Trail was built, I have heard NO ONE complain in the last 10 years. It's simple, beautiful, healthy and now a 
landmark in the area. It connects people and communities more than a wider highway or a new drug store ever will. While another 
Walgreen's might show some direct tax revenue, amazing trails like this help keep people in the area and draw more people in. That 
adds MUCH more revenue and return in a community - but much harder to measure directly. Thank you for investing.
Comment ID: 371

Item ID# A.78

Name: Kris Chirapongse

County: Various Counties

Project Title: Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP) Line Item

MPMS ID: 64984

Comment:

Thank you for adding $1 Million towards the Circuit in the 2015-1018 TIP. I support additional regional funding for the Circuit 
because
Comment ID: 440

Item ID# A.79

Name: Joseph Brady

County: Various Counties

Project Title: Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP) Line Item

MPMS ID: 64984

Comment:

Thank you for adding $1 Million towards the Circuit in the 2015-1018 TIP. I support additional regional funding for the Circuit 
because I use the trails in Philadelphia for both my commute and for leisure. So do an increasing number of residents and tourists 
respectively. These trails could greatly benefit from further funding which would in turn benefit the city of Philadelphia.
Comment ID: 441

Item ID# A.80



Name: Michael Olszewski

County: Various Counties

Project Title: Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP) Line Item

MPMS ID: 64984

Comment:

Thank you for adding $1 Million towards the Circuit in the 2015-1018 TIP. I support additional regional funding for the Circuit 
because
Comment ID: 533

Item ID# A.81

Name: Mary Westervelt

County: Various Counties

Project Title: Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP) Line Item

MPMS ID: 64984

Comment:

Thank you for adding $1 Million towards the Circuit in the 2015-1018 TIP. I support additional regional funding for the Circuit 
because it is a step towards enabling travel by bicycle or on foot. I also support funding and municipal design that makes it easy to 
bike or walk.
Comment ID: 534

Item ID# A.82

Name: Dave Broadbent

County: Various Counties

Project Title: Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP) Line Item

MPMS ID: 64984

Comment:

Thank you for adding $1 Million towards the Circuit in the 2015-1018 TIP. I support additional regional funding for the Circuit 
because
Comment ID: 535

Item ID# A.83



Name: John Cannon

County: Various Counties

Project Title: Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP) Line Item

MPMS ID: 64984

Comment:

Thank you for adding $1 Million towards the Circuit in the 2015-1018 TIP. I support additional regional funding for the Circuit 
because
Comment ID: 536

Item ID# A.84

Name: Peter Sody

County: Various Counties

Project Title: Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP) Line Item

MPMS ID: 64984

Comment:

Thank you for adding $1 Million towards the Circuit in the 2015-1018 TIP. I support additional regional funding for the Circuit 
because it improves various traffic aspects and makes Chester County in general more attractive
Comment ID: 537

Item ID# A.85

Name: Robert Thomas

County: Various Counties

Project Title: Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP) Line Item

MPMS ID: 64984

Comment:

Thank you for adding $1 Million towards the Circuit in the 2015-1018 TIP. I support additional regional funding for the Circuit 
because I travel.daily by bicycle and because I appreciate the health, conservation and economic development benefits brought 
about by trails
Comment ID: 538

Item ID# A.86



Name: Elissa Garofalo

County: Various Counties

Project Title: Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP) Line Item

MPMS ID: 64984

Comment:

Thank you for adding $1 Million towards the Circuit in the 2015-1018 TIP. I support additional regional funding for the Circuit 
because
Comment ID: 589

Item ID# A.87

Name: Kyle Konopka

County: Various Counties

Project Title: Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP) Line Item

MPMS ID: 64984

Comment:

Thank you for adding $1 Million towards the Circuit in the 2015-1018 TIP. I support additional regional funding for the Circuit 
because
Comment ID: 557

Item ID# A.88

Name: James Burns

County: Various Counties

Project Title: Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP) Line Item

MPMS ID: 64984

Comment:

Thank you for adding $1 Million towards the Circuit in the 2015-1018 TIP. I support additional regional funding for the Circuit 
because it is a cheap and effective way to reduce traffic on our roads and make biking safer while improving the health and fitness 
of our citizens.
Comment ID: 558

Item ID# A.89



Name: Joseph Dougherty

County: Various Counties

Project Title: Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP) Line Item

MPMS ID: 64984

Comment:

Thank you for adding $1 Million towards the Circuit in the 2015-1018 TIP. I support additional regional funding for the Circuit 
because
Comment ID: 559

Item ID# A.90

Name: Donna Dougherty

County: Various Counties

Project Title: Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP) Line Item

MPMS ID: 64984

Comment:

Thank you for adding $1 Million towards the Circuit in the 2015-1018 TIP. I support additional regional funding for the Circuit 
because
Comment ID: 560

Item ID# A.91

Name: Joan Hall

County: Various Counties

Project Title: Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP) Line Item

MPMS ID: 64984

Comment:

Thank you for adding $1 Million towards the Circuit in the 2015-1018 TIP. I support additional regional funding for the Circuit 
because
Comment ID: 561

Item ID# A.92



Name: John Spangler

County: Various Counties

Project Title: Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP) Line Item

MPMS ID: 64984

Comment:

Thank you for adding $1 Million towards the Circuit in the 2015-1018 TIP. I support additional regional funding for the Circuit 
because I am a volunteer in East Bradford Township, Chester County, helping to develop trails. I have first hand experience of how 
a trail system helps a community. I believe the development of a regional trail system will have far reaching benefits to the greater 
Philadelphia region.
Comment ID: 562

Item ID# A.93

Name: Harry Wood

County: Various Counties

Project Title: Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP) Line Item

MPMS ID: 64984

Comment:

Thank you for adding $1 Million towards the Circuit in the 2015-1018 TIP. I support additional regional funding for the Circuit 
because
Comment ID: 563

Item ID# A.94

Name: Debra Walker

County: Various Counties

Project Title: Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP) Line Item

MPMS ID: 64984

Comment:

Thank you for adding $1 Million towards the Circuit in the 2015-1018 TIP. I support additional regional funding for the Circuit 
because
Comment ID: 564

Item ID# A.95



Name: Gerard Dwyer

County: Various Counties

Project Title: Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP) Line Item

MPMS ID: 64984

Comment:

Thank you for adding $1 Million towards the Circuit in the 2015-1018 TIP. I support additional regional funding for the Circuit 
because I ride my bike 20 miles a day to work and even with the bicycle lanes in Philly it is still a hazardous ride. On the weekend I 
escape to the quiet of one of our bike trails. We need a safe place to take our family and friends to show them the benefits of biking. 
Thank you, Ger
Comment ID: 566

Item ID# A.96

Name: Ariel Kirkwood

County: Various Counties

Project Title: Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP) Line Item

MPMS ID: 64984

Comment:

Thank you for adding $1 Million towards the Circuit in the 2015-1018 TIP. I support additional regional funding for the Circuit 
because
Comment ID: 341

Item ID# A.97

Name: Ross Hennesy

County: Various Counties

Project Title: Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP) Line Item

MPMS ID: 64984

Comment:

Thank you for adding $1 Million towards the Circuit in the 2015-1018 TIP. I support additional regional funding for the Circuit 
because
Comment ID: 342

Item ID# A.98



Name: Ilene Hass

County: Various Counties

Project Title: Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP) Line Item

MPMS ID: 64984

Comment:

Thank you for adding $1 Million towards the Circuit in the 2015-1018 TIP. I support additional regional funding for the Circuit ... 
these trails provide an invaluable benefit to our community as they make it easier to connect people with nature, more safely travel 
by bicycle, get cars off the roads and beautify the region.
Comment ID: 343

Item ID# A.99

Name: Dan Allis

County: Various Counties

Project Title: Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP) Line Item

MPMS ID: 64984

Comment:

Thank you for adding $1 Million towards the Circuit in the 2015-1018 TIP. I support additional regional funding for the Circuit 
because I ride my bike to work and on the weekend for sport. Connecting the Circuit makes it safer for all bike riders.
Comment ID: 344

Item ID# A.100

Name: Chris Stanford

County: Various Counties

Project Title: Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP) Line Item

MPMS ID: 64984

Comment:

Thank you for adding $1 Million towards the Circuit in the 2015-1018 TIP. I support additional regional funding for the Circuit 
because it gives my family great outdoor experiences and active ways to spend time together. It also gives me opportunity to get 
places without using my car.
Comment ID: 345

Item ID# A.101



Name: Owen Sindler

County: Various Counties

Project Title: Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP) Line Item

MPMS ID: 64984

Comment:

Thank you for adding $1 Million towards the Circuit in the 2015-1018 TIP. I support additional regional funding for the Circuit 
because
Comment ID: 346

Item ID# A.102

Name: Michael Bowen

County: Various Counties

Project Title: Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP) Line Item

MPMS ID: 64984

Comment:

Thank you for adding $1 Million towards the Circuit in the 2015-1018 TIP. I support additional regional funding for the Circuit. This 
project will have untold benefits to thousands of residents in and around Delaware County. At a time when too many of our citizens 
are overweight and unhealthy, when there are too many cars on our highways, these types of infrastructure projects are more 
important than ever. Invest in the future of Delaware County and the region! Thank you!
Comment ID: 347

Item ID# A.103

Name: Meg Obrien

County: Various Counties

Project Title: Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP) Line Item

MPMS ID: 64984

Comment:

Thank you for adding $1 Million towards the Circuit in the 2015-1018 TIP. I support additional regional funding for the Circuit 
because I feel it is vitally important to have access to these types of trails now and in the future. Biking should be encouraged as a 
healthy alternative mode of transportation.
Comment ID: 348

Item ID# A.104



Name: Dennis Winters

County: Various Counties

Project Title: Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP) Line Item

MPMS ID: 64984

Comment:

Thank you for adding $1 Million towards the Circuit in the 2015-1018 TIP. However, as a regular user of the growing regional trail 
network, I wholeheartedly support additional regional funding for the Circuit. While available for wide-spread recreational use, the 
Circuit also provides capacity for utility and work trips. I see a growing number of commuters on the trails every day.
Comment ID: 349

Item ID# A.105

Name: Blake Rubin

County: Various Counties

Project Title: Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP) Line Item

MPMS ID: 64984

Comment:

Thank you for adding $1 Million towards the Circuit in the 2015-1018 TIP. I support additional regional funding for the Circuit 
because alternate transportation options is critical for the health and growth of the metropolitan area.
Comment ID: 350

Item ID# A.106

Name: Kat Buckley

County: Various Counties

Project Title: Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP) Line Item

MPMS ID: 64984

Comment:

Thank you for adding $1 Million towards the Circuit in the 2015-1018 TIP. I support additional regional funding for the Circuit 
because I am an avid biker. I often want to go further than the current trail system provides, find new paths, and go on adventures 
during my daily rides. I'm confident that the Circuit project will enable me to do just that, and you can bet that I will be taking my 
friends on these paths. They will be well-used, and a great accomplishment to Pennsylvania. Please consider giving additional 
funding to the Circuit!
Comment ID: 351

Item ID# A.107



Name: Brian Hamilton

County: Various Counties

Project Title: Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP) Line Item

MPMS ID: 64984

Comment:

Thank you for adding $1 Million towards the Circuit in the 2015-1018 TIP. I support additional regional funding for the Circuit 
because access to the circut and to the additional areas open to riders can only benifit not only the health and well being of those 
who currently ride, but of those that will take up bicycling as a result of more and safer trails and paths. In addition, while riding, my 
group often frequents local businesses and contribute to their success. We need a well developed and extensive network of bicycle 
and walker friendly trails and paths. As many other cities have discovered, "If you build it they will come and use it".
Comment ID: 374

Item ID# A.108

Name: Bob Pasquini

County: Various Counties

Project Title: Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP) Line Item

MPMS ID: 64984

Comment:

Thank you for adding $1 Million towards the Circuit in the 2015-1018 TIP. I support additional regional funding for the Circuit 
because I believe the trails are an asset to the people and the communities they pass through.
Comment ID: 375

Item ID# A.109

Name: Ronald McGuckin

County: Various Counties

Project Title: Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP) Line Item

MPMS ID: 64984

Comment:

Thank you for adding $1 Million towards the Circuit in the 2015-1018 TIP. I support additional regional funding for the Circuit 
because its simply good for the Region's economy, historic character, natural beauty and the health of the residents.
Comment ID: 376

Item ID# A.110



Name: Danielle Gray

County: Various Counties

Project Title: Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP) Line Item

MPMS ID: 64984

Comment:

Thank you for adding $1 Million towards the Circuit in the 2015-1018 TIP. I support additional regional funding for the Circuit 
because safe bicycle and pedestrian routes are vital for attracting and retaining new businesses and residents, for keeping people 
active and healthy, and for reducing traffic congestion and protecting the environment. Trails and other pedestrian and bicycle 
infrastructure is much less expensive per mile than automobile infrastructure, and has a profound impact on the quality of life within 
the region. I especially support having the Schuylkill Swing Bridge (Project No. 102274) as it will fill a major gap within the Schuylkill 
River Trail and provide a vital off-road connection between South Philly/Center City and Bartram's Garden/Southwest Philadelphia.
Comment ID: 377

Item ID# A.111, A.254

Name: Pamela Coleman

County: Various Counties

Project Title: Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP) Line Item

MPMS ID: 64984

Comment:

Thank you for adding $1 Million towards the Circuit in the 2015-1018 TIP. I support additional regional funding for the Circuit 
because these trails have a proven record of community development, economic investment and improved quality of life. They 
contribute to a healthier life style, a greater appreciation of our natural riches in our communities and a greater sense of community. 
The return on investment is tremendous.
Comment ID: 379

Item ID# A.112

Name: Charlie Karl

County: Various Counties

Project Title: Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP) Line Item

MPMS ID: 64984

Comment:

Thank you for adding $1 Million towards the Circuit in the 2015-1018 TIP. I support additional regional funding for the Circuit 
because as a recent retiree I look forward to many happy and healthy walks and rides with friends. I love how the trails are peaceful 
and safe away from the rush of traffic. I think it is great for kids and folks of all ages to have a safe way to access parks, schools, 
libraries, businesses and friends without competing with cars on the roads. When we go to vacation spots the trails are often the 
highlight of enjoying a beautiful area. We live in a beautiful area. Let's appreciate it and stay healthy at the same time.
Comment ID: 380

Item ID# A.113



Name: Rich Nadeau

County: Various Counties

Project Title: Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP) Line Item

MPMS ID: 64984

Comment:

Thank you for adding $1 Million towards the Circuit in the 2015-1018 TIP. I support additional regional funding for the Circuit 
because
Comment ID: 381

Item ID# A.114

Name: Sara Dubberly

County: Various Counties

Project Title: Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP) Line Item

MPMS ID: 64984

Comment:

Thank you for adding $1 Million towards the Circuit in the 2015-1018 TIP. I support additional regional funding for the Circuit 
because it makes our region a desirable place to live much the way the bike circuts in Denver and Seattle increase the vitality and 
livability of those cities.
Comment ID: 382

Item ID# A.115

Name: Patrick Sherlock

County: Various Counties

Project Title: Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP) Line Item

MPMS ID: 64984

Comment:

Thank you for adding $1 Million towards the Circuit in the 2015-1018 TIP. I support additional regional funding for the Circuit 
because the work is knitting communities together around sustainable transportation corridors - improving people as well as our 
routes around the city!
Comment ID: 383

Item ID# A.116



Name: Michelle Lee

County: Various Counties

Project Title: Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP) Line Item

MPMS ID: 64984

Comment:

Thank you for adding $1 Million towards the Circuit in the 2015-1018 TIP. I support additional regional funding for the Circuit 
because after having lived and bicycled in New York, San Francisco, and Seattle, I've found Philadelphia's bicycle network and 
infrastructure to be the best. It's a huge part of why I moved to Philadelphia (including 12 months commuting part-time to NYC via 
Amtrak) and with a little more funding, signage, programming, and support, everyone will be able to enjoy it too.
Comment ID: 384

Item ID# A.117

Name: Michelle Udicious

County: Various Counties

Project Title: Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP) Line Item

MPMS ID: 64984

Comment:

Thank you for adding $1 Million towards the Circuit in the 2015-1018 TIP. I support additional regional funding for the Circuit 
because
Comment ID: 385

Item ID# A.118

Name: Christian Conroy

County: Various Counties

Project Title: Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP) Line Item

MPMS ID: 64984

Comment:

Thank you for adding $1 Million towards the Circuit in the 2015-1018 TIP. I support additional regional funding for the Circuit 
because these trails are critical to building a healthier population and making our region more attractive - both critical issues facing 
the Greater Philadelphia region. Other places have managed to accomplish much more. If we don't keep up with these critical 
community amenities, then we will continue to be uncompetitive. Thus, this is simply an economic development issue - which is part 
of DVRPC's mission. Please consider allocating more funds to this project.
Comment ID: 386

Item ID# A.119



Name: Dodge Johnson

County: Various Counties

Project Title: Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP) Line Item

MPMS ID: 64984

Comment:

Thank you for adding $1 Million towards the Circuit in the 2015-1018 TIP. I support additional regional funding for the Circuit 
because
Comment ID: 406

Item ID# A.120

Name: Adam Buchanan

County: Various Counties

Project Title: Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP) Line Item

MPMS ID: 64984

Comment:

Thank you for adding $1 Million towards the Circuit in the 2015-1018 TIP. I support additional regional funding for the Circuit 
because
Comment ID: 372

Item ID# A.121

Name: David Curtis

County: Various Counties

Project Title: Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP) Line Item

MPMS ID: 64984

Comment:

Thank you for adding $1 Million towards the Circuit in the 2015-1018 TIP. I support additional regional funding for the Circuit 
because these transportation *investments* are critical to attracting and retaining the residents who help our city and region thrive. 
One need only glance at the Schuylkill River Trail to see the economic, health, environmental impacts that we can generate with a 
strong investment. These investments have very high returns on a per-dollar basis and require very low maintenance/operational 
costs. Each dollar spent on these trails creates more jobs and has a greater return (in terms of tax revenue alone, but also including 
reduced healthcare costs and increased productivity) than a dollar spent on other types of transportation. It's simply the best that 
money can buy.
Comment ID: 373

Item ID# A.122



Name: Mike Heisler

County: Various Counties

Project Title: Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP) Line Item

MPMS ID: 64984

Comment:

Thank you for adding $1 Million towards the Circuit in the 2015-1018 TIP. This is a great start but more funding is needed. An 
interconnected trail circuit helps the entire region. It encourages people to get outside and enjoy their communities. It encourages 
fitness and exercise. It provides a safe place to ride and helps keep bikes off of dangerous roads. It lifts property values in 
communities close to trails. Please increase the funding for this important work. Help make Philadelphia region one of the premier 
trail areas in the country! Lower Delco is in particular need of trail work. There is no good north/south routes thru the county and no 
access to the Delaware River. The roads are extremely congested and dangerous to travel on. Continuing the Darby Creek trail 
north to connect with the Haverford Reserve would be a great addition. Of particular importance would be to find a safe way to cross 
West Chester Pike at the Lawrence Road/Blue Route intersection.
Comment ID: 387

Item ID# A.123

Name: Kathryn Potalivo

County: Various Counties

Project Title: Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP) Line Item

MPMS ID: 64984

Comment:

Thank you for adding $1 Million towards the Circuit in the 2015-1018 TIP. I support additional regional funding for the Circuit 
because
Comment ID: 403

Item ID# A.124

Name: Stephanie Funk

County: Various Counties

Project Title: Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP) Line Item

MPMS ID: 64984

Comment:

Thank you for adding $1 Million towards the Circuit in the 2015-1018 TIP. I support additional regional funding for the Circuit 
because I enjoy riding my bicycle on the wonderful network of trails in Chester and Montgomery counties.
Comment ID: 404

Item ID# A.125



Name: Elliot Titcher

County: Various Counties

Project Title: Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP) Line Item

MPMS ID: 64984

Comment:

Thank you for adding $1 Million towards the Circuit in the 2015-1018 TIP. I support additional regional funding for the Circuit 
because I use these trails and so do a lot of the people I bike with. We would like to stay off the streets whenever possible. The trails 
are safer than riding on streets that do not have dedicated bike lanes.
Comment ID: 405

Item ID# A.126

Name: Jonathan Nyquist

County: Various Counties

Project Title: Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP) Line Item

MPMS ID: 64984

Comment:

Thank you for adding $1 Million towards the Circuit in the 2015-1018 TIP. I support additional regional funding for the Circuit 
because
Comment ID: 417

Item ID# A.127

Name: Carolyn Duffy

County: Various Counties

Project Title: Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP) Line Item

MPMS ID: 64984

Comment:

Thank you for adding $1 Million towards the Circuit in the 2015-1018 TIP. I support additional regional funding for the Circuit 
because I live in Philadelphia County very near to the Schuylkill River Trail, since the trail inception this has never been lacking for 
user often times getting very busy. The completion of the trails of all these trails will make a for a big boon to the area.
Comment ID: 418

Item ID# A.128



Name: Arthur Vogel

County: Various Counties

Project Title: Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP) Line Item

MPMS ID: 64984

Comment:

Thank you for adding $1 Million towards the Circuit in the 2015-1018 TIP. I support additional regional funding for the Circuit. I bike a 
few times a week and need safe trails for riding. Biking is great for my health, and helps me stay in shape. I also find more and more 
people want to live in places where they can easily go out and get in a walk or ride as quickly and safely as possible. Please 
continue to build new trails!!!!!
Comment ID: 419

Item ID# A.129

Name: Joe Dietrick

County: Various Counties

Project Title: Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP) Line Item

MPMS ID: 64984

Comment:

Thank you for adding $1 Million towards the Circuit in the 2015-1018 TIP. I support additional regional funding for the Circuit 
because
Comment ID: 420

Item ID# A.130

Name: Eathan Janney

County: Various Counties

Project Title: Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP) Line Item

MPMS ID: 64984

Comment:

Thank you for adding $1 Million towards the Circuit in the 2015-1018 TIP. I support additional regional funding for the Circuit 
because I believe that the promotion of cycling is an excellent way to address problems of global warming as well as human health 
in general.
Comment ID: 421

Item ID# A.131



Name: Lee Tabas

County: Various Counties

Project Title: Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP) Line Item

MPMS ID: 64984

Comment:

Thank you for adding $1 Million towards the Circuit in the 2015-1018 TIP. I support additional regional funding for the Circuit 
because trails are one of the few functions that can only be done by the government. If we make biking more accessible people will 
do more riding for recreational and work purposes.
Comment ID: 423

Item ID# A.132

Name: Ruth Kirkner

County: Various Counties

Project Title: Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP) Line Item

MPMS ID: 64984

Comment:

Thank you for adding $1 Million towards the Circuit in the 2015-1018 TIP. I support additional regional funding for the Circuit 
because the use of bike paths is important to the community. It affords save places to ride our bikes and exercise. It is a wonderful 
way to experience our community without creating polution.
Comment ID: 424

Item ID# A.133

Name: Gregory Milbourne

County: Various Counties

Project Title: Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP) Line Item

MPMS ID: 64984

Comment:

Thank you for adding $1 Million towards the Circuit in the 2015-1018 TIP. I support additional regional funding for the Circuit 
because
Comment ID: 425

Item ID# A.134



Name: Jill Gefvert-Minick

County: Various Counties

Project Title: Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP) Line Item

MPMS ID: 64984

Comment:

Thank you for adding $1 Million towards the Circuit in the 2015-1018 TIP. I support additional regional funding for the Circuit 
because we need more active transportattioon and because I use thesse trails
Comment ID: 393

Item ID# A.135

Name: Margaret van Naerssen

County: Various Counties

Project Title: Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP) Line Item

MPMS ID: 64984

Comment:

Thank you for adding $1 Million towards the Circuit in the 2015-1018 TIP. I support additional regional funding for the Circuit 
because
Comment ID: 394

Item ID# A.136

Name: Jennifer Mann

County: Various Counties

Project Title: Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP) Line Item

MPMS ID: 64984

Comment:

Thank you for adding $1 Million towards the Circuit in the 2015-1018 TIP. I support additional regional funding for the Circuit 
because 1. Supports businesses like mine along the trail 2. Community uses it for exercise. 3. Transportation route. Easier to bike 
into some communities than to drive and pay for parking. 4. Access to BEAUTIFUL scenery that will otherwise be lost due to lack of 
access and maintenance. 5. Provide volunteer opportunities for youth in the community. 6. Provide safe routes for non-profit 
organizations to host fundraising events. 7. Open up areas to river access, for boating and fishing. Also to game lands for hunting.
Comment ID: 395

Item ID# A.137



Name: Mariann Dempsey

County: Various Counties

Project Title: Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP) Line Item

MPMS ID: 64984

Comment:

Thank you for adding $1 Million towards the Circuit in the 2015-1018 TIP. I support additional regional funding for the Circuit 
because
Comment ID: 396

Item ID# A.138

Name: Janice Mulugeta

County: Various Counties

Project Title: Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP) Line Item

MPMS ID: 64984

Comment:

Thank you for adding $1 Million towards the Circuit in the 2015-1018 TIP. I support additional regional funding for the Circuit 
because
Comment ID: 398

Item ID# A.139

Name: Judith Baron

County: Various Counties

Project Title: Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP) Line Item

MPMS ID: 64984

Comment:

Thank you for adding $1 Million towards the Circuit in the 2015-1018 TIP. I support additional regional funding for the Circuit 
because
Comment ID: 399

Item ID# A.140



Name: Joel Hecker

County: Various Counties

Project Title: Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP) Line Item

MPMS ID: 64984

Comment:

Thank you for adding $1 Million towards the Circuit in the 2015-1018 TIP. I support additional regional funding for the Circuit 
because I, my family, and many, many of my friends and fellow cyclists have benefited from the increased bicycle paths in the 
region. More bike riding means better health, reduced medical costs state-wide, reduced traffic congestion, and a more attractive 
place for people to move and call home.
Comment ID: 400

Item ID# A.141

Name: John Bryan

County: Various Counties

Project Title: Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP) Line Item

MPMS ID: 64984

Comment:

Thank you for adding $1 Million towards the Circuit in the 2015-1018 TIP. I support additional regional funding for the Circuit 
because a well designed and well maintained trail system can provide a green and healthy alternative to the automobile, besides 
encouraging healthy recreational activities.
Comment ID: 401

Item ID# A.142

Name: Chris Kendig

County: Various Counties

Project Title: Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP) Line Item

MPMS ID: 64984

Comment:

Thank you for adding $1 Million towards the Circuit in the 2015-1018 TIP. I support additional regional funding for the Circuit 
because it makes sense on so many levels: economic, environmental, and health.
Comment ID: 402

Item ID# A.143



Name: Gorkem Dagdelen

County: Various Counties

Project Title: Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP) Line Item

MPMS ID: 64984

Comment:

Thank you for adding $1 Million towards the Circuit in the 2015-1018 TIP. I support additional regional funding for the Circuit 
because
Comment ID: 407

Item ID# A.144

Name: Zoe Axelrod

County: Various Counties

Project Title: Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP) Line Item

MPMS ID: 64984

Comment:

Thank you for adding $1 Million towards the Circuit in the 2015-1018 TIP. I support additional regional funding for the Circuit 
because safe bicycle and pedestrian routes are vital for attracting and retaining new businesses and residents, for keeping people 
active and healthy, and for reducing traffic congestion and protecting the environment. Trails and other pedestrian and bicycle 
infrastructure is much less expensive per mile than automobile infrastructure, and has a profound impact on the quality of life within 
the region. I especially support having the Schuylkill Swing Bridge (Project No. 102274) as it will fill a major gap within the Schuylkill 
River Trail and provide a vital off-road connection between South Philly/Center City and Bartram's Garden/Southwest Philadelphia.
Comment ID: 378

Item ID# A.145, A.262

Name: Andrew Ascher

County: Various Counties

Project Title: Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP) Line Item

MPMS ID: 64984

Comment:

Thank you for adding $1 Million towards the Circuit in the 2015-1018 TIP. I support additional regional funding for the Circuit 
because
Comment ID: 408

Item ID# A.146



Name: Jennifer Yuan

County: Various Counties

Project Title: Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP) Line Item

MPMS ID: 64984

Comment:

Thank you for adding $1 Million towards the Circuit in the 2015-1018 TIP. I support additional regional funding for the Circuit 
because
Comment ID: 409

Item ID# A.147

Name: Walter Cooper

County: Various Counties

Project Title: Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP) Line Item

MPMS ID: 64984

Comment:

Thank you for adding $1 Million towards the Circuit in the 2015-1018 TIP. Although nearly 79 years old, I have found biking on trails 
is one of the best ways to keep healthy and still a great outdoor experience. Please continue to support programs involving outdoor 
activities.
Comment ID: 410

Item ID# A.148

Name: Timothy Breen

County: Various Counties

Project Title: Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP) Line Item

MPMS ID: 64984

Comment:

Thank you for adding $1 Million towards the Circuit in the 2015-1018 TIP. I support additional regional funding for the Circuit 
because
Comment ID: 411

Item ID# A.149



Name: Robert Daines

County: Various Counties

Project Title: Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP) Line Item

MPMS ID: 64984

Comment:

Thank you for adding $1 Million towards the Circuit in the 2015-1018 TIP. I support additional regional funding for the Circuit 
because these trails provide both a safe and convenient network for alternate travel. A completed comprehensive network of trails 
will reduce dependence on cars and encourage people to exercise. However, the trails will only be of maximum use if there is a 
completed network of connected trails that lead somewhere. For example, the Cross County Trail currently ends at the corner of 
Germantown Pike and Chemical Rd. This is an extremely busy and intimidating intersection. What are people supposed to do at that 
point? Just turn around and go home? We must connect and complete our network of trails.
Comment ID: 412

Item ID# A.150, A.271

Name: Ronald Loftis

County: Various Counties

Project Title: Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP) Line Item

MPMS ID: 64984

Comment:

Thank you for adding $1 Million towards the Circuit in the 2015-1018 TIP. I support additional regional funding for the Circuit 
because I actually use some of it for both recreation and occaisionally for bicycle commuting. More trails would make my commute 
safer.
Comment ID: 413

Item ID# A.151

Name: Stewart Leftow

County: Various Counties

Project Title: Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP) Line Item

MPMS ID: 64984

Comment:

Thank you for adding $1 Million towards the Circuit in the 2015-1018 TIP. I support additional regional funding for the Circuit 
because these trails are used by all sorts of county residents: kids, young families, runners, cyclists, skaters, dog walkers, the 
elderly and disabled. They are among the most desired amenities in every community, increase property values and are good for 
local businesses. The trail network increasingly provides a healthy, green, economical alternative form of transportation. It deserves 
increased funding to complete the trails that are on the drawing board.
Comment ID: 414

Item ID# A.152



Name: Marni Duffy

County: Various Counties

Project Title: Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP) Line Item

MPMS ID: 64984

Comment:

Thank you for adding $1 Million towards the Circuit in the 2015-1018 TIP. I support additional regional funding for the Circuit 
because
Comment ID: 426

Item ID# A.153

Name: Gordon Laubach

County: Various Counties

Project Title: Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP) Line Item

MPMS ID: 64984

Comment:

Thank you for adding $1 Million towards the Circuit in the 2015-1018 TIP. I support additional regional funding for the Circuit 
because trails are important for recreation and exercise.
Comment ID: 427

Item ID# A.154

Name: Chuck Cruit

County: Various Counties

Project Title: Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP) Line Item

MPMS ID: 64984

Comment:

Thank you for adding $1 Million towards the Circuit in the 2015-1018 TIP. I support additional regional funding for the Circuit 
because Delaware County is far behind other counties in the region and has many segments that need funding for design and 
construction. These include: East Coast Greenway Chester Creek Trail Octoraro Trail Newtown Square Branch Darby Creek Trail 
Forge to Refuge Trail Additional Circuit funding in the TIP is essential if we are to make progress on these important segments of 
the Circuit.
Comment ID: 428

Item ID# A.155, A.272



Name: Howard Isaacson

County: Various Counties

Project Title: Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP) Line Item

MPMS ID: 64984

Comment:

Thank you for adding $1 Million towards the Circuit in the 2015-1018 TIP. I support additional regional funding for the Circuit 
because
Comment ID: 429

Item ID# A.156

Name: James Castellan

County: Various Counties

Project Title: Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP) Line Item

MPMS ID: 64984

Comment:

Thank you for adding $1 Million towards the Circuit in the 2015-1018 TIP. I support additional regional funding for the Circuit 
because bike use for commuting as well as recreation and exercise is increasing when the infrastructure makes reasonable 
accommodations for bikes.
Comment ID: 430

Item ID# A.157

Name: Thomas M. Vernon, MD

County: Various Counties

Project Title: Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP) Line Item

MPMS ID: 64984

Comment:

Thank you for adding $1 Million towards the Circuit in the 2015-1018 TIP. I support additional regional funding for the Circuit 
because as a physician I am particularly well aware of the health benefits for an entire community from accessible and safe 
bicycling.
Comment ID: 431

Item ID# A.158



Name: Gary Mann

County: Various Counties

Project Title: Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP) Line Item

MPMS ID: 64984

Comment:

Thank you for adding $1 Million towards the Circuit in the 2015-1018 TIP. I support additional regional funding for the Circuit 
because the natural environment needs to organically-naturally developed for the betterment of all the walkers/riders of Delaware 
County.
Comment ID: 432

Item ID# A.159

Name: Larry Bliss

County: Various Counties

Project Title: Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP) Line Item

MPMS ID: 64984

Comment:

Thank you for adding $1 Million towards the Circuit in the 2015-1018 TIP. I support additional regional funding for the Circuit 
because
Comment ID: 433

Item ID# A.160

Name: Fred Lukens

County: Various Counties

Project Title: Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP) Line Item

MPMS ID: 64984

Comment:

Thank you for adding $1 Million towards the Circuit in the 2015-1018 TIP. I support additional regional funding for the Circuit 
because riding bikes for exercise is every bit as important as bikes being a sustainable alternative transportation method. These 
bike trails/circuits will be the legacy we leave our children to help let them know our values. Please fund Chester County trails.
Comment ID: 434

Item ID# A.161



Name: Dennis Barnebey

County: Various Counties

Project Title: Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP) Line Item

MPMS ID: 64984

Comment:

Thank you for adding $1 Million towards the Circuit in the 2015-1018 TIP. I support additional regional funding for the Circuit 
because
Comment ID: 435

Item ID# A.162

Name: Robert Pierson

County: Various Counties

Project Title: Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP) Line Item

MPMS ID: 64984

Comment:

Thank you for adding $1 Million towards the Circuit in the 2015-1018 TIP. I support additional regional funding for theCircuit because 
the bicycle is a low-impact mode of transportation to work, shopping, or for recreation as I havediscovered living in Philadelphia for 
the past 41 years without a car. In the face of global warming, let's support the infrastructure that reduces, not increases, 
greenhouse gas emissions.
Comment ID: 436

Item ID# A.163

Name: Jason Hughes

County: Various Counties

Project Title: Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP) Line Item

MPMS ID: 64984

Comment:

Thank you for adding $1 Million towards the Circuit in the 2015-1018 TIP. I support additional regional funding for the Circuit 
because
Comment ID: 437

Item ID# A.164



Name: Harvey Fountaine

County: Various Counties

Project Title: Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP) Line Item

MPMS ID: 64984

Comment:

Thank you for adding $1 Million towards the Circuit in the 2015-1018 TIP. I support additional regional funding for the Circuit 
because
Comment ID: 438

Item ID# A.165

Name: Evan Suzuki

County: Various Counties

Project Title: Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP) Line Item

MPMS ID: 64984

Comment:

Thank you for adding $1 Million towards the Circuit in the 2015-1018 TIP. I support additional regional funding for the Circuit 
because
Comment ID: 439

Item ID# A.166

Name: Joseph Syrnick

County: Various Counties

Project Title: Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP) Line Item

MPMS ID: 64984

Comment:

I am writing to express support for bicycle and trail projects in the TIP. I support adding $1 million for the Circuit and I support 
funding for the Schuylkill River Swing Bridge project (Project 102274). Thank you.
Comment ID: 397

Item ID# A.167, A.263



Name: Renee Quaterman

County: Various Counties

Project Title: Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP) Line Item

MPMS ID: 64984

Comment:

Thank you for adding $1 Million towards the Circuit in the 2015-1018 TIP. I support additional regional funding for the Circuit 
because I value the ability to get outside and to explore the area in a healthy, safe, community-minded way. The easier it is to use 
the trails, the more I will bike and the less I will use my car.
Comment ID: 352

Item ID# A.168

Name: Tanya Seaman

County: Various Counties

Project Title: Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP) Line Item

MPMS ID: 64984

Comment:

Thank you for adding $1 Million towards the Circuit in the 2015-1018 TIP. I support additional regional funding for the Circuit 
because the Circuit can become an excellent transportation network for safely traveling between regional destinations. Bicycling 
opportunities afford a healthier trip as more people get on bikes instead of cars, and the circuit creates safer, off-road trails that 
allow bicyclists to travel without the danger of motor vehicles. The dollars spent on bicycle facilities represent a much better and 
longer-enduring investment than road construction, with more potential jobs, greater positive environmental benefits, and the ability 
to move more people than the same investment in roads.
Comment ID: 353

Item ID# A.169

Name: Rob Lange

County: Various Counties

Project Title: Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP) Line Item

MPMS ID: 64984

Comment:

Thank you for adding $1 Million towards the Circuit in the 2015-1018 TIP. I support additional regional funding for the Circuit 
because these types of project will continue to improve Philadelphia, making it that much closer to a world class city.
Comment ID: 355

Item ID# A.170



Name: George Gorman

County: Various Counties

Project Title: Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP) Line Item

MPMS ID: 64984

Comment:

Thank you for adding $1 Million towards the Circuit in the 2015-1018 TIP. I support additional regional funding for the Circuit 
because public projects like these trails greatly improve the quality of life for our residents by knitting communities together, enabling 
the use of bikes instead of cars for commuting and errands and encouraging a healthier life style.
Comment ID: 356

Item ID# A.171

Name: Tony Spagnoli

County: Various Counties

Project Title: Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP) Line Item

MPMS ID: 64984

Comment:

Thank you for adding $1 Million towards the Circuit in the 2015-1018 TIP. But regional funding for trails projects need to be a much 
higher priority. With more people using trails to commute to jobs, school and other activities, the trails now serve as a vital pipeline 
to more people around the region, just like our streets. Additionally the health benefits are numerous and the economic benefits has 
been equally proven. I hope you will consider giving significantly more funding to the Circuit so that it may build out its trail system 
fully. It is part of the long range plan and it should be treated as such.
Comment ID: 357

Item ID# A.172

Name: Michael Del Vecchio

County: Various Counties

Project Title: Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP) Line Item

MPMS ID: 64984

Comment:

Thank you for adding $1 Million towards the Circuit in the 2015-1018 TIP. I support additional regional funding for the Circuit 
because of the many benefits that biking adds to our community. In addition to the obvious health benefits of having a more active 
population there is the decrease in use of autos and this less strain on our transportation system. There is also increased safety to 
cyclist when there is improvements in the cycling infrastructure. As an avid cyclist bothto work and for pleasure, I now consider the 
ability to safely cycle a basic need to any city that desires to thrive in the 21st century.
Comment ID: 358

Item ID# A.173



Name: Laurel Drew

County: Various Counties

Project Title: Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP) Line Item

MPMS ID: 64984

Comment:

Thank you for adding $1 Million towards the Circuit in the 2015-1018 TIP. I support additional regional funding for the Circuit 
because it is an awesome chance to increase outdoor sports and trail usage/maintenance---very important to keep people and trails 
healthy!
Comment ID: 359

Item ID# A.174

Name: Daniel Orfe

County: Various Counties

Project Title: Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP) Line Item

MPMS ID: 64984

Comment:

Thank you for adding $1 Million towards the Circuit in the 2015-1018 TIP. I support additional regional funding for the Circuit 
because it provides safe recreational activity while promoting the preservation of greenspace and history.
Comment ID: 360

Item ID# A.175

Name: Matthew Hugg

County: Various Counties

Project Title: Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP) Line Item

MPMS ID: 64984

Comment:

Thank you for adding $1 Million towards the Circuit in the 2015-1018 TIP. I support additional regional funding for theCircuit because 
this system is vital to the economic development of the entire region. I am a Montco resident writing from Vermont while riding bike 
trails for my vacation. Having trails bring tourists, and make people healthier physically and emotionally. Let's get the circuit done!
Comment ID: 522

Item ID# A.176



Name: David McGinn

County: Various Counties

Project Title: Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP) Line Item

MPMS ID: 64984

Comment:

Thank you for adding $1 Million towards the Circuit in the 2015-1018 TIP. I support additional regional funding for the Circuit 
because trails increase the opportunity to exercise safely. I also believe the trails increase the value of our homes. People are willing 
to a pay a little extra to live near trails.
Comment ID: 523

Item ID# A.177

Name: John Seidel

County: Various Counties

Project Title: Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP) Line Item

MPMS ID: 64984

Comment:

Thank you for adding $1 Million towards the Circuit in the 2015-1018 TIP. I support additional regional funding for the Circuit 
because: My wife and I are both retired, the trails give us a place to go that is not expensive, and gives us both needed exersise & 
fresh air. PLEASE SUPPORT THE TRAILS.
Comment ID: 524

Item ID# A.178

Name: Paul Stavros

County: Various Counties

Project Title: Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP) Line Item

MPMS ID: 64984

Comment:

Thank you for adding $1 Million towards the Circuit in the 2015-1018 TIP. I support additional regional funding for the Circuit 
because I believe it will encourage people to ride bikes to work and for pleasure. And of course there are the health benefits that last 
a lifetime. Thanks
Comment ID: 525

Item ID# A.179



Name: Mike Dellapenna

County: Various Counties

Project Title: Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP) Line Item

MPMS ID: 64984

Comment:

Thank you for adding $1 Million towards the Circuit in the 2015-1018 TIP. I support additional regional funding for the Circuit 
because safe places to ride are minimal in Chester County.
Comment ID: 526

Item ID# A.180

Name: Michael Geisinger

County: Various Counties

Project Title: Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP) Line Item

MPMS ID: 64984

Comment:

Thank you for adding $1 Million towards the Circuit in the 2015-1018 TIP. I support additional regional funding for the Circuit 
because bicycling provides the healthy exercise that we all need in low cost manner that also brings with it social interaction with 
others. Certainly the health benefits of bicycling cannot be overlooked nor the fact that exercise lowers the cost of health care in our 
country. The safety provided by bicycling paths is what some people need to get out there to do it on a regular basis. Not everyone 
needs a path closed to the interference of traffic but there are certainly many who would enjoy the activity if it were not for the 
danger presented on the roadways. The trails being multiuse allows it to be for the use of others in addition to the cyclists including 
those who choose to walk, jog, roller blade and those who choose to sit on the bench alongside the trail enjoying being outdoors in a 
less stressful location. The trails also provide a connection not always possible for those choosing alternative means of 
transportation whether it be to work, school, shopping or other destinations. Please support funding for the circuit in the region. It's 
healthy, useful and beneficial to all the residents of our region.
Comment ID: 527

Item ID# A.181

Name: Duane Stanton

County: Various Counties

Project Title: Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP) Line Item

MPMS ID: 64984

Comment:

Thank you for adding $1 Million towards the Circuit in the 2015-1018 TIP. I support additional regional funding for the Circuit 
because trails like the Schuylkill River Trail are already invaluable for recreation and transportation. I commute most days of the 
week on the Schuylkill River Trail to work, and I can attest that, even on a hot day like today, there is plenty of interest in walking, 
running, and cycling on our county's pathways. Supporting trail infrastructure further only strengthens the existing network of trails, it 
enables even more Chester County residents to make use of our promising trail system.
Comment ID: 528

Item ID# A.182



Name: Derek Beyer

County: Various Counties

Project Title: Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP) Line Item

MPMS ID: 64984

Comment:

Thank you for adding $1 Million towards the Circuit in the 2015-1018 TIP. I support additional regional funding for the Circuit 
because I believe that cycling is an important activity. In a world being choked by noise, pollution, crowding, and vehicular violence, 
bicycles are the true way forward for personal human transportation. A commitment to cycling infrastructure is the best way forward 
for this city.
Comment ID: 529

Item ID# A.183

Name: Mark Davis

County: Various Counties

Project Title: Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP) Line Item

MPMS ID: 64984

Comment:

Thank you for adding $1 Million towards the Circuit in the 2015-1018 TIP. I support additional regional funding for the Circuit 
because
Comment ID: 530

Item ID# A.184

Name: Valerie Borek

County: Various Counties

Project Title: Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP) Line Item

MPMS ID: 64984

Comment:

Thank you for adding $1 Million towards the Circuit in the 2015-1018 TIP. I support additional regional funding for the Circuit 
because I cycle with my family and believe the trails are a way to build community and preserve the environment.
Comment ID: 531

Item ID# A.185



Name: Deb Faulkner

County: Various Counties

Project Title: Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP) Line Item

MPMS ID: 64984

Comment:

Thank you for adding $1 Million towards the Circuit in the 2015-1018 TIP. I support additional regional funding for the Circuit bike 
paths. It adds a wonderful dimension to our lives, to be able to bike from one locale to another.
Comment ID: 532

Item ID# A.186

Name: Ellyn Avila

County: Various Counties

Project Title: Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP) Line Item

MPMS ID: 64984

Comment:

Thank you for adding $1 Million towards the Circuit in the 2015-1018 TIP. I support additional regional funding for the Circuit 
because I love to ride my bike around Philadelphia and support trail funding in general and the proposed Schuykill River Swing 
Bridge project (#102274) in particular.
Comment ID: 621

Item ID# A.187, A.265

Name: Erin Engelstad

County: Various Counties

Project Title: Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP) Line Item

MPMS ID: 64984

Comment:

Thank you for adding $1 Million towards the Circuit in the 2015-1018 TIP. I support additional regional funding for the Circuit 
because bike and pedestrian access will provide essential linkages throughout the city for recreation, exploration, and commuters! 
The Schuylkill River Swing Bridge is a most important project. It will complete the Schuylkill River Trail to Bartram's garden. But I'd 
like to see a lot of other trails funded too. This linkage would allow me, a resident of Southwest Philly, to bike safely through a 
beautiful environment to Center City, South Philly, and beyond. Please support this bill and give these folks the funding they need to 
complete these amazing trials!!
Comment ID: 622

Item ID# A.188, A.266



Name: Jackie Syrnick

County: Various Counties

Project Title: Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP) Line Item

MPMS ID: 64984

Comment:

Thank you for adding $1 Million towards the Circuit in the 2015-1018 TIP. I support additional regional funding for the Circuit 
because when I visit my parents in Philadelphia we go bike riding along the Schuylkill River trail. I love the Schuylkill River trail. 
Please fund the Schuylkill River swing Bridge so I can visit Bartram's Garden. The Schuylkill River Swing Bridge is a most important 
project. It will complete the Schuylkill River Trail to Bartram's Garden. But I'd like to see a lot of other trails funded too. I support trail 
funding in general and the proposed Schuykill River Swing Bridge project in particular.
Comment ID: 623

Item ID# A.189, A.267

Name: Jennifer Mahar

County: Various Counties

Project Title: Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP) Line Item

MPMS ID: 64984

Comment:

Thank you for adding $1 Million towards the Circuit in the 2015-1018 TIP. I support additional regional funding for the Circuit 
because biking is so critical to the success of Philadelphia. In particular, please support the Schuylkill River Bridge project - Project 
No. 102274. This is an important asset to thousands of commuters and recreational users. Please!
Comment ID: 624

Item ID# A.190, A.268

Name: Joshua Dubin

County: Various Counties

Project Title: Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP) Line Item

MPMS ID: 64984

Comment:

Thank you for adding $1 Million towards the Circuit in the 2015-1018 TIP. I support additional regional funding for the Circuit 
because I have seen first hand the positive effect they that their development has had on my city. The trails serve an especially 
important role in the dense urban environment of Philadelphia, providing safe, easily accessible recreation space for residents and 
visitors alike. I am epecially in support of funding for the Schuylkill Swing Bridge (Project No. 102274), which would have an 
absolutely tranformative effect on the two neighborhoods it would connect once completed.
Comment ID: 625

Item ID# A.191, A.261



Name: Julien Delbasty

County: Various Counties

Project Title: Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP) Line Item

MPMS ID: 64984

Comment:

Thank you for adding $1 Million towards the Circuit in the 2015-1018 TIP. I support additional regional funding for the Circuit 
because, when I visit my parents-in-law in Philadelphia we also go bike riding along the Schuylkill River trail. I love the Schuylkill 
River trail. Please fund the Schuylkill River swing Bridge so i can visit Bartram's Garden. The Schuylkill River Swing Bridge is a most 
important project. It will complete the Schuylkill River Trail to Bartram's Garden. But I'd like to see a lot of other trails funded too. I 
support trail funding in general and the proposed Schuykill River Swing Bridge project in particular.
Comment ID: 626

Item ID# A.192, A.260

Name: Katie Pytel

County: Various Counties

Project Title: Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP) Line Item

MPMS ID: 64984

Comment:

Thank you for adding $1 Million towards the Circuit in the 2015-1018 TIP. I support funding for all trails in general, and the proposed 
Schuylkill River Swing Bridge project (Project No. 102274) in particular.
Comment ID: 627

Item ID# A.193, A.259

Name: Samantha Corson

County: Various Counties

Project Title: Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP) Line Item

MPMS ID: 64984

Comment:

Thank you for adding $1 Million towards the Circuit in the 2015-1018 TIP. I support additional regional funding for the Circuit 
because there is a lot of work left to do. These trails are heavily used and benefit the entire region. I support funding for all trails in 
general, and the proposed Schuylkill River Swing Bridge project (Project No. 102274) in particular
Comment ID: 628

Item ID# A.194, A.258



Name: Susan Syrnick

County: Various Counties

Project Title: Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP) Line Item

MPMS ID: 64984

Comment:

Thank you for adding $1 Million towards the Circuit in the 2015-1018 TIP. I support additional regional funding for the Circuit 
because I support trail funding in general and the proposed Schuykill River Swing Bridge project in particular.
Comment ID: 629

Item ID# A.195, A.257

Name: Virginia Goldberg

County: Various Counties

Project Title: Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP) Line Item

MPMS ID: 64984

Comment:

Thank you for adding $1 Million towards the Circuit in the 2015-1018 TIP. I support additional regional funding for the Circuit 
because it enhances the vitality and fitness of the region. I support the development of the trail projects in general and the Schuylkill 
Swing Bridge in particular.
Comment ID: 630

Item ID# A.196, A.256

Name: Andreina Perez

County: Various Counties

Project Title: Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP) Line Item

MPMS ID: 64984

Comment:

Thank you for adding $1 Million towards the Circuit in the 2015-1018 TIP. I support additional regional funding for the Circuit 
because
Comment ID: 631

Item ID# A.197



Name: Brandon Hoover

County: Various Counties

Project Title: Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP) Line Item

MPMS ID: 64984

Comment:

Thank you for adding $1 Million towards the Circuit in the 2015-1018 TIP. I support additional regional funding for the Circuit 
because
Comment ID: 632

Item ID# A.198

Name: Chad Carreras

County: Various Counties

Project Title: Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP) Line Item

MPMS ID: 64984

Comment:

Thank you for adding $1 Million towards the Circuit in the 2015-1018 TIP. I support additional regional funding for the Circuit 
because it makes Philadlephia a more exciting place to be for young proffessionals.
Comment ID: 633

Item ID# A.199



Name: Charles Brant

County: Various Counties

Project Title: Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP) Line Item

MPMS ID: 64984

Comment:

Thank you for adding $1 Million towards the Circuit in the 2015-1018 TIP. I support additional regional funding for the Circuit 
because it provides not only recreational opportunities but also a means of getting to schools and to work, especially for low income 
people. It also returns to taxpayers (at least to those who pay Federal taxes) a useful, visible benefit. However, a review of several 
recent projects point out the need for much more careful spending and followups. PUBLIC MEETINGS must be required to review 
final design plans. INPUT IN THE DESIGN phase by citizens who are very familiar with the area in question must be required. 
FORMAL REVIEWS of completed projects must be required - To see what went wrong, what went right, is the improvement being 
maintained? Is it being used? Was parking included/needed? Examples - MANAYUNK CANAL PATH – the recent upgrade has 
many problems - poor drainage areas before the reconstruction remain or even worsened; the new gravel surface already has ruts 
and washouts – the original limestone based surface lasted over 30 years; obviously, many sections of the path should have been 
raised and/or paved; the concrete block at the cobblestones near Shawmont RR crossing has created a very dangerous situation; 
the canal path is not being maintained by the city – graffiti is increasing, vegetation is already encroaching the path. SCHUYLKILL 
RIVER TRAIL - SHAWMONT – recent Shawmont improvements – the dangerous design that dumps cyclists into intersection of 
Shawmont and Nixon (the stop sign for cyclists has been missing for months despite being reported to SeeClickFix); no parking was 
added - could have used PECO right of way off Shawmont Avenue for parking and as the trail entrance instead of the ridiculously 
ugly and expensive wall along Nixon street. Trail users parking their motor vehicles on Shawmont Avenue creates a dangerous 
situation, especially on weekends. Local residents are very unhappy with this situation due to lack of planning. PORT ROYAL TO 
MONTGOMERY COUNTY LINE - SRT – is not being maintained or even mowed by the city. SCHUYLKILL PARKS CONNECTOR 
BRIDGE - $6 to 8 million??? That is a ridiculous amount of money for a simple pre-built concrete bridge. The nearby CSX gate 
crossings are not working – due to flooding of gate mechanism. This is an area that floods – how could the gate mechanisms have 
been placed low enough to be damaged by a flood? Who designs and plans with such stupidity – at taxpayer expense? 
WISSAHICKON BIKE PATH – poor design/lack of maintenance leads to flooded and muddy areas; many sections were not raised 
so they are frequently flooded; little or no trimming back of vegetation along the path by the city. BETZWOOD/SULLIVAN'S BRIDGE 
- $9 million??? Why isn't a cheaper bike/ped crossing being integrated into the proposed motor vehicle bridges at Betzwood? Much 
more careful spending is needed so that more projects can be funded! Thanks for allowing comments!
Comment ID: 634

Item ID# A.200, A.269, A.275, A.67, A.252, A.274, A.273

Name: Max Steinbrenner

County: Various Counties

Project Title: Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP) Line Item

MPMS ID: 64984

Comment:

Thank you for adding $1 Million towards the Circuit in the 2015-1018 TIP. I support additional regional funding for the Circuit 
because I use my bicycle frequently for transportation and recreation and would like to pass these values on to future generations.
Comment ID: 354

Item ID# A.201



Name: Christine Reimert

County: Various Counties

Project Title: Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP) Line Item

MPMS ID: 64984

Comment:

Thank you for adding $1 Million towards the Circuit in the 2015-1018 TIP. I support additional regional funding for the Circuit 
because
Comment ID: 635

Item ID# A.202

Name: Peter Furcht

County: Various Counties

Project Title: Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP) Line Item

MPMS ID: 64984

Comment:

Thank you for adding $1 Million towards the Circuit in the 2015-1018 TIP. I support additional regional funding for the Circuit 
because
Comment ID: 567

Item ID# A.203

Name: Manny Menendez

County: Various Counties

Project Title: Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP) Line Item

MPMS ID: 64984

Comment:

Thank you for adding $1 Million towards the Circuit in the 2015-1018 TIP. I support additional regional funding for the Circuit 
because cycling is a healthy transportation alternative for all ages. Good cycling trails also add to economic growth by allowing for 
business opportunities focused on cyclists. In the future the better the trails the more likely people are to visit your area. Last year 
my wife and I traveled around the country cycling in many areas both rural and urban. It was very clear that cities with good bicycle 
trails were very vibrant with many people of all ages using the trails for recreation, shopping in local stores, and eating at local 
restaurants. Thank you for investing in the future.
Comment ID: 568

Item ID# A.204



Name: Andries Cregar

County: Various Counties

Project Title: Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP) Line Item

MPMS ID: 64984

Comment:

Thank you for adding $1 Million towards the Circuit in the 2015-1018 TIP. I support additional regional funding for the Circuit 
because
Comment ID: 569

Item ID# A.205

Name: Frank Santaguida Sr.

County: Various Counties

Project Title: Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP) Line Item

MPMS ID: 64984

Comment:

Thank you for adding $1 Million towards the Circuit in the 2015-1018 TIP. I support additional regional funding for the Circuit 
because you get a big bang for your buck. The health benefits are enormous, gives travelers alternate ways to get around, safer for 
pedestrians, may leave roads a little less congested. Also makes local area more attractive to live there. I hope you'll consider being 
more generous to this cause. Thank you.
Comment ID: 571

Item ID# A.206

Name: Eric Huefner

County: Various Counties

Project Title: Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP) Line Item

MPMS ID: 64984

Comment:

Thank you for adding $1 Million towards the Circuit in the 2015-1018 TIP. I support additional regional funding for the Circuit 
because
Comment ID: 636

Item ID# A.207



Name: Jeffrey Lawton

County: Various Counties

Project Title: Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP) Line Item

MPMS ID: 64984

Comment:

Thank you for adding $1 Million towards the Circuit in the 2015-1018 TIP. I support additional regional funding for the Circuit 
because I use the regional trail system (specifically the Perkiomen Trail, Schuylkill River Trail, and Chester Valley Trail) when I 
commute to and from work by bicycle. Additionally, the trail system provides an important means for me to ride safely, as many of 
the roads in my community are not especially bike-friendly. I urge expanded funding of transportation alternatives such as the 
regional trail system, because these are essential transportation corridors for residents in the areas in and around Philadelphia.
Comment ID: 637

Item ID# A.208

Name: John Seidel

County: Various Counties

Project Title: Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP) Line Item

MPMS ID: 64984

Comment:

Thank you for adding $1 Million towards the Circuit in the 2015-1018 TIP. I support additional regional funding for the Circuit 
because: My wife and I are both retired, the trails give us a place to go that is not expensive, and gives us both needed exersise & 
fresh air. PLEASE SUPPORT THE TRAILS.
Comment ID: 638

Item ID# A.209

Name: Ken Boyle

County: Various Counties

Project Title: Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP) Line Item

MPMS ID: 64984

Comment:

Thank you for adding $1 Million towards the Circuit in the 2015-1018 TIP. I support additional regional funding for the Circuit 
because improvements like these to our county improve the quality of life for all its citizens, further encourage the best companies to 
stay or come to Bucks creating high quality careers for people, and drives economic development of our towns, boros, and 
businessess along the routes.
Comment ID: 640

Item ID# A.210



Name: Lisa Gares

County: Various Counties

Project Title: Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP) Line Item

MPMS ID: 64984

Comment:

Thank you for adding $1 Million towards the Circuit in the 2015-1018 TIP. I support additional regional funding for the Circuit 
because
Comment ID: 641

Item ID# A.211

Name: Nick Rogers

County: Various Counties

Project Title: Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP) Line Item

MPMS ID: 64984

Comment:

Thank you for adding $1 Million towards the Circuit in the 2015-1018 TIP. I support additional regional funding for the Circuit 
because
Comment ID: 642

Item ID# A.212

Name: Paula green

County: Various Counties

Project Title: Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP) Line Item

MPMS ID: 64984

Comment:

Thank you for adding $1 Million towards the Circuit in the 2015-1018 TIP. I support additional regional funding for the Circuit 
because
Comment ID: 643

Item ID# A.213



Name: perry benson

County: Various Counties

Project Title: Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP) Line Item

MPMS ID: 64984

Comment:

Thank you for adding $1 Million towards the Circuit in the 2015-1018 TIP. I support additional regional funding for the Circuit 
because
Comment ID: 644

Item ID# A.214

Name: Sara Hirschler

County: Various Counties

Project Title: Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP) Line Item

MPMS ID: 64984

Comment:

Thank you for adding $1 Million towards the Circuit in the 2015-1018 TIP. I support additional regional funding for the Circuit 
because
Comment ID: 645

Item ID# A.215

Name: Rose Rudi

County: Various Counties

Project Title: Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP) Line Item

MPMS ID: 64984

Comment:

Thank you for adding $1 Million towards the Circuit in the 2015-1018 TIP. I support additional regional funding for the Circuit 
because it is a great environmental sound project .
Comment ID: 646

Item ID# A.216



Name: Spencer Finch

County: Various Counties

Project Title: Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP) Line Item

MPMS ID: 64984

Comment:

Thank you for adding $1 Million towards the Circuit in the 2015-1018 TIP. I support additional regional funding for the Circuit 
because
Comment ID: 648

Item ID# A.217

Name: Byron Hawthorn

County: Various Counties

Project Title: Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP) Line Item

MPMS ID: 64984

Comment:

Thank you for adding $1 Million towards the Circuit in the 2015-1018 TIP; however I would ask you to consider additional regional 
funding. I look at this both as an older rider and as a grandfather. It simply is not safe for me or for my grandkids to use our bikes as 
a way to get around the eastern Main Line. As an older resident, I need the exercise and want to use the bike instead of a car. 
Currently I drive round-trips from Haverford Twp. (from Bryn Mawr near the Radwyn) to the center of Wayne probably 8 or 9 times a 
week. I have to drive because there is no way to connect to the Radnor Trail except by Conestoga Road or Lancaster Ave., both 
being dangerous and having very long, steep portions. The grandkids likewise have no way safely to explore on their own the many 
activities available beyond our local residential area, things like shopping or movies in Wayne. They eventually will be getting to the 
age where they will be driving but I want them to have the experiences I had of being able to explore the world without a car first. 
Falling in love with bikes as a kid can stick with them even when they get the car keys. The Septa rail and bus bike connections are 
good to get them to more distant areas, but Septa does not help when it comes to the intermediate rides that constitute normal daily 
activity. Ultimately I want to see the grandkids riding large portions of the Circuit with long, all-day rides to distant parts of the 
Delaware Valley, on their own steam and without involving cars. Riding like this gives them a wonderful taste of independence as 
young adults. Drivers these days use cell phones, they are texting, they're speeding and they're distracted. We really need the rest 
of this amazing bike circuit. I'd like to see it in existence before I and the kids have grown to old for it.
Comment ID: 422

Item ID# A.219



Name: Beth Resta

County: Various Counties

Project Title: Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP) Line Item

MPMS ID: 64984

Comment:

Thank you for adding $1 Million towards the Circuit in the 2015-1018 TIP. I support additional regional funding for the Circuit 
because bike and pedestrian infrastructure are important to me. Riding my bike daily has allowed me to and my family to be car-free 
for 10 years. As a tax payer, I would like to see my dollars being used to support transportation modes I use, such as biking, walking 
and public transit instead of just supporting car culture.
Comment ID: 565

Item ID# A.220

Name: Matthew o Perry

County: Various Counties

Project Title: Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP) Line Item

MPMS ID: 64984

Comment:

Thank you for adding $1 Million towards the Circuit in the 2015-1018 TIP. I support additional regional funding for the Circuit 
because we use these trails to avoid riding nad walking/running on the roads. They provide a safe place for us to take our kids and 
enjoy outside activities year round including walkng, running biking. In these days when kids are fighting obesity its critical that we 
continue to fund projects that help make it easier to keep kids and fammiles active and engaged. Thanks for your continued support
Comment ID: 416

Item ID# A.221

Name: Elise Sochacki

County: Various Counties

Project Title: Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP) Line Item

MPMS ID: 64984

Comment:

Thank you for adding $1 Million towards the Circuit in the 2015-1018 TIP. I support additional regional funding for the Circuit 
because
Comment ID: 539

Item ID# A.222



Name: Kristen Rolison

County: Various Counties

Project Title: Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP) Line Item

MPMS ID: 64984

Comment:

Thank you for adding $1 Million towards the Circuit in the 2015-1018 TIP. I support additional regional funding for the Circuit 
because
Comment ID: 540

Item ID# A.223

Name: John Hogan

County: Various Counties

Project Title: Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP) Line Item

MPMS ID: 64984

Comment:

Thank you for adding $1 Million towards the Circuit in the 2015-1018 TIP. I support additional regional funding for the Circuit 
because
Comment ID: 541

Item ID# A.224

Name: Paul Paul

County: Various Counties

Project Title: Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP) Line Item

MPMS ID: 64984

Comment:

Thank you for adding $1 Million towards the Circuit in the 2015-1018 TIP. I support additional regional funding for the Circuit 
because having a safe place to reduce my weight and improve my physical condition has been wonderful. However as more and 
more people take to the trails for the same reasons I have we need more trails and funding. Some of the trails have become over 
crowed and this year especially with the road condition the roads are not a safe place for my family to ride. My family thanks you 
and urges you to continue the wonderful investment in our trails that leads to better health. Thank you!
Comment ID: 542

Item ID# A.225



Name: Debra Long

County: Various Counties

Project Title: Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP) Line Item

MPMS ID: 64984

Comment:

Thank you for adding $1 Million towards the Circuit in the 2015-1018 TIP. I support additional regional funding for the Circuit 
because of the healthy lifestyle choices it encourages whether biking, hiking, walking, or running. It also promotes a better 
relationship and appreciation of nature and the environment. Thank you again for the support of the development of the Circuit.
Comment ID: 544

Item ID# A.226

Name: Robert Blackburn

County: Various Counties

Project Title: Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP) Line Item

MPMS ID: 64984

Comment:

Thank you for adding $1 Million towards the Circuit in the 2015-1018 TIP. I support additional regional funding for the Circuit 
because
Comment ID: 545

Item ID# A.227

Name: Jon Kimmel

County: Various Counties

Project Title: Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP) Line Item

MPMS ID: 64984

Comment:

Thank you for adding $1 Million towards the Circuit in the 2015-1018 TIP. I support additional regional funding for the Circuit 
because our roads are so crazy busy with cars and trucks that it is unsafe to bicycle ride on the roads any more. I want my kids to 
have a safe way to get around our beautiful county and get exercise. They certainly can't get that riding the roads I rode as a kid! 
Given that recreational trails are consistently a positive feature cited in rankings of "best places to live," and that Chester County is 
one of the wealthiest counties in the state and nation, we should be a leader in building a model network of trails. Please make this 
a reality.
Comment ID: 546

Item ID# A.228



Name: Jonathan Kimmel

County: Various Counties

Project Title: Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP) Line Item

MPMS ID: 64984

Comment:

Thank you for adding $1 Million towards the Circuit in the 2015-1018 TIP. I support additional regional funding for the Circuit 
because our roads are crazy busy with cars and trucks to the point where it is unsafe to bicycle on the roads in much of Delaware 
County. I want my kids to be able to ride for exercise and independence in the same way I did as a kid but they can't. Given that 
recreational trails are consistently among the positive factors cited in "best places to live," and given the vast possibilities afforded to 
us in connection with the rest of metro Philly, please make these trails a reality. Let's have a little Delco pride and take the lead on 
this!
Comment ID: 547

Item ID# A.229

Name: Matt McDaniel

County: Various Counties

Project Title: Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP) Line Item

MPMS ID: 64984

Comment:

Thank you for adding $1 Million towards the Circuit in the 2015-1018 TIP. I support additional regional funding for the Circuit 
because I commute by bicycle all the way from Malvern to Center City PA. The bike trails make this commute infinitely safer.
Comment ID: 548

Item ID# A.230

Name: Jeff Knowles

County: Various Counties

Project Title: Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP) Line Item

MPMS ID: 64984

Comment:

Thank you for adding $1 Million towards the Circuit in the 2015-1018 TIP. I support additional regional funding for the Circuit 
because trails help me get to work safely.
Comment ID: 549

Item ID# A.231



Name: Mark Sullivan

County: Various Counties

Project Title: Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP) Line Item

MPMS ID: 64984

Comment:

Thank you for adding $1 Million towards the Circuit in the 2015-1018 TIP. I support additional regional funding for the Circuit 
because
Comment ID: 550

Item ID# A.232

Name: Ernest Losso

County: Various Counties

Project Title: Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP) Line Item

MPMS ID: 64984

Comment:

Thank you for adding $1 Million towards the Circuit in the 2015-1018 TIP. I support additional regional funding for the Circuit 
because
Comment ID: 551

Item ID# A.233

Name: James Donaghy

County: Various Counties

Project Title: Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP) Line Item

MPMS ID: 64984

Comment:

Thank you for adding $1 Million towards the Circuit in the 2015-1018 TIP. I support additional regional funding for the Circuit 
because
Comment ID: 552

Item ID# A.234



Name: Kenneth Rymdeko

County: Various Counties

Project Title: Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP) Line Item

MPMS ID: 64984

Comment:

Thank you for adding $1 Million towards the Circuit in the 2015-1018 TIP. I support additional regional funding for the Circuit 
because
Comment ID: 553

Item ID# A.235

Name: Ronnie Cameron

County: Various Counties

Project Title: Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP) Line Item

MPMS ID: 64984

Comment:

Thank you for adding $1 Million towards the Circuit in the 2015-1018 TIP. I support additional regional funding for the Circuit 
because there is not enough fully functional bike lanes and trials available in Philadelphia. Bike lanes and trails are constantly 
ending abruptly, lanes are often filled with pot holes, glass, stones, cars and the lane lines are fading. That’s all, maintenance and 
expansion.
Comment ID: 554

Item ID# A.236

Name: S. Fisher

County: Various Counties

Project Title: Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP) Line Item

MPMS ID: 64984

Comment:

Thank you for adding $1 Million towards the Circuit in the 2015-1018 TIP. I support additional regional funding for the Circuit 
because bicycling is an excellent form of environmentally friendly transportation. The trails make it easier and safer to get to ones 
destination points without having to ride on very busy streets with potentially frustrated drivers. Another great reason for trails, 
especially in our region, are the hills. The trails have a way of making the hills in Chester county not so insurmountable as street 
riding does which adds to my "another reason to ride my bike rather than drive." Lastly, the Schuylkill River Trail has got to be the 
most used trail on the weekends, to the point that it is a little dangerous between the novice's and the yahoo's. We need more trails 
to get people off of the one trail and the new trails need to be promoted more. People don't even know that some of these trails 
exist. Connecting them would be a boon in helping to spread everybody out and making it safer for recreational use, Keep up the 
good work but let's face it, the day of the automobile as the best means of transportation has got to go and it starts with the 
government promoting other, better ways.
Comment ID: 572

Item ID# A.237



Name: Debra Wile

County: Various Counties

Project Title: Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP) Line Item

MPMS ID: 64984

Comment:

Thank you for adding $1 Million towards the Circuit in the 2015-1018 TIP. I support additional regional funding for the Circuit 
because
Comment ID: 573

Item ID# A.238

Name: Tara Pakrouh

County: Various Counties

Project Title: Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP) Line Item

MPMS ID: 64984

Comment:

Thank you for adding $1 Million towards the Circuit in the 2015-1018 TIP. I support additional regional funding for the Circuit 
because
Comment ID: 574

Item ID# A.239

Name: Charles Liedike

County: Various Counties

Project Title: Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP) Line Item

MPMS ID: 64984

Comment:

Thank you for adding $1 Million towards the Circuit in the 2015-1018 TIP. I support additional regional funding for the Circuit 
because
Comment ID: 575

Item ID# A.240



Name: James Dulin

County: Various Counties

Project Title: Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP) Line Item

MPMS ID: 64984

Comment:

Thank you for adding $1 Million towards the Circuit in the 2015-1018 TIP. I support additional regional funding for the Circuit 
because
Comment ID: 577

Item ID# A.241

Name: Parker Snowe

County: Various Counties

Project Title: Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP) Line Item

MPMS ID: 64984

Comment:

Thank you for adding $1 Million towards the Circuit in the 2015-1018 TIP. I support additional regional funding for the Circuit 
because I am a resident of Delaware Co. and use bike trails for commuting to work and for recreation.
Comment ID: 578

Item ID# A.242

Name: James Howe

County: Various Counties

Project Title: Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP) Line Item

MPMS ID: 64984

Comment:

Thank you for adding $1 Million towards the Circuit in the 2015-1018 TIP. I support additional regional funding for the Circuit 
because I ama frequent user of the Chester and Montgomery County trail system. But as development continues to swallow up real 
estate it is more imperative than ever to get this Circuit trail system built now to ensure a safe, convenient, environmentally friendly 
alternative transportation and recreational infrastructure. Great trails make great communities!
Comment ID: 579

Item ID# A.243



Name: Andrea Mannino

County: Various Counties

Project Title: Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP) Line Item

MPMS ID: 64984

Comment:

Thank you for adding $1 Million towards the Circuit in the 2015-1018 TIP. I support additional regional funding for the Circuit 
because at infrastructure for cycling increases so does the safety of all: drivers, pedestrians, and cyclists. Not only does safety 
increase but so does the health and well being of citizens, reducing health care costs, some which hit the government budget's 
bottom line.
Comment ID: 580

Item ID# A.244

Name: Ron Bilotti

County: Various Counties

Project Title: Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP) Line Item

MPMS ID: 64984

Comment:

Thank you for adding $1 Million towards the Circuit in the 2015-1018 TIP. I support additional regional funding for the Circuit 
because
Comment ID: 555

Item ID# A.245

Name: Caitlin Quigley

County: Various Counties

Project Title: Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP) Line Item

MPMS ID: 64984

Comment:

Thank you for adding $1 Million towards the Circuit in the 2015-1018 TIP. I support additional regional funding for the Circuit 
because I bike every day.
Comment ID: 581

Item ID# A.246



Name: Jesse Leonard

County: Various Counties

Project Title: Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP) Line Item

MPMS ID: 64984

Comment:

Thank you for adding $1 Million towards the Circuit in the 2015-1018 TIP. I support additional regional funding for the Circuit 
because
Comment ID: 582

Item ID# A.247

Name: David Bennett

County: Various Counties

Project Title: Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP) Line Item

MPMS ID: 64984

Comment:

Thank you for adding $1 Million towards the Circuit in the 2015-1018 TIP. I support additional regional funding for the Circuit 
because. Delaware County seems to have the least amount of bike routes, trails, bike lanes and adequate shoulders to ride on. In 
the Eastern part of the County, we are fortunate to have many sidewalks but in the Western region, there are a lot of newer 
communities without suitable Pedestrian facilities. Please help us out by planning and implementing bike/ped facilities for the ECG, 
Chester Creek Trail, Octoraro Trail, Newtown Square Branch, Darby Creek Trail (Plans date back 105 years) and the Forge to 
Refuge Trail. We also need more on road bike routes in addition to the Bicyclists Baltimore Pike (our only on road bike route). It 
would also make sense to have bike lanes connecting Upper Darby to West Chester on Route 3, West Chester Pike
Comment ID: 583

Item ID# A.248

Name: Christine Reimert

County: Various Counties

Project Title: Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP) Line Item

MPMS ID: 64984

Comment:

Thank you for adding $1 Million towards the Circuit in the 2015-1018 TIP. I support additional regional funding for the Circuit 
because
Comment ID: 585

Item ID# A.250



Name: Samantha Corson

County: Various Counties

Project Title: Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP) Line Item

MPMS ID: 64984

Comment:

Thank you for adding $1 Million towards the Circuit in the 2015-1018 TIP. I support additional regional funding for the Circuit 
because there is a lot of work left to do. These trails are heavily used and benefit the entire region. I support funding for all trails in 
general, and the proposed Schuylkill River Swing Bridge project (Project No. 102274) in particular
Comment ID: 586

Item ID# A.251, A.253

Name: Tom Rickards

County: Various Counties

Project Title: Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP) Line Item

MPMS ID: 64984

Comment:

Thank you for adding $1 Million towards the Circuit in the 2015-1018 TIP. I support additional regional funding for the Circuit 
because The Schuylkill River Swing Bridge is a most important project. It will complete the Schuylkill River Trail to Bartram's garden. 
But I'd like to see a lot of other trails funded too.
Comment ID: 652

Item ID# A.255, A.218

Name: Karen Smith

County: Various Counties

Project Title: Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP) Line Item

MPMS ID: 64984

Comment:

Thank you for adding $1 Million towards the Circuit in the 2015-1018 TIP. I support additional regional funding for the Circuit 
because I am a frequent user of the trail from Norristown to Philadelphia, Grays Ferry Crescent is a beautiful addition to the trail. I 
support the Schuylkill Swing Bridge project.
Comment ID: 584

Item ID# A.264, A.249



Name: Dr. Alistair (Alix) Howard

County: Various Counties

Project Title: General Comment

Comment:

I am a Montco resident of Abington Township and want to register my thanks for the DVRPC's work on expanding and improving 
bicycle infrastructure for our area. As you know cycling is a boon to our health, economy, and ecology. I hope our region will 
continue to be a leader in this respect.
Comment ID: 390

Item ID# A.270

Name: Michael Gross

County: Various Counties

Project Title: General Comment

Comment:

I hope where roads are being widened, that bicycle lanes should be installed as a normal procedure. Where new bridges are fixed 
potential trail underpasses could be planned.
Comment ID: 81

Item ID# A.276

Name: Zoe Robertson (SEPTA)

County: Chester County

Project Title: General Comment

Comment:

For MPMS #60574 - Paoli Transportation Center Add a total of $24,000,000 to the first first-years from SEPTA and PennDOT 
Bureau of Public Transit to advance Phase 1 of the project, accordingly: $8,000,000 overall ($3,200,000 5307-S/ $3,871,000 Sec 
1514/ $800,000 Sec 1516/ $129,000 Local) for each FY15, FY16, and FY17 CAP phase. AMTRAK will provide the remaining 
$12,000,000 that is needed to complete Phase 1 for ADA improvements. Reduce FY22 CAP by $4,000,000 overall by decreasing 
$19,452,000 Sec 1514 funds to $15,581,000 and decreasing $648,000 Local funds to $519,000 to add back to the SEPTA Reserve 
Line Item (MPMS #90600). Reduce FY23 CAP by $19,691,000 overall by decreasing $25,065,000 Sec 1514 funds to $6,009,000 
and decreasing $835,000 Local funds to $200,000 to add back to the SEPTA Reserve Line Item (MPMS #90600). For MPMS 
#90600 - SEPTA Reserve Line Item Decrease line item over 12-Years by an overall $19,683,000 due to MPMS #60574, 
accordingly: Decrease $12,000,000 overall in FY15, FY16, and FY17 from $35,000,000 to $23,000,000 to fund Phase 1 of the Paoli 
Transportation Center (MPMS #60574) by: -Reducing FY15 CAP phase from $19,355,000 Sec 1514 funds to $15,484,000 and 
decreasing $645,000 Local funds to $516,000. -Reducing FY16 and FY17 CAP phases each by decreasing $4,839,000 Sec 1514 
funds to $968,000 and decreasing $161,000 Local funds to $32,000. Add a $4,000,000 CAP phase to FY22 ($3,871,000 Sec 1514/ 
$129,000 Local). Add a $19,691,000 CAP phase to FY23 ($19,056,000 Sec 1514/ $635,000 Local).
Comment ID: 656

Item ID# B.277, B.279



 

 
 
 
 

Submitted Electronically 
 
June 26, 2014 
 
Plan/TIP/Conformity Comments  
c/o DVRPC Public Affairs Office  
190 N. Independence Mall West, 8th Fl.  
Philadelphia, PA 19106 
 
Dear Delaware Valley Regional Planning Commission, 
 
Chester County requests that $1.3 million of construction funding be added for the 
MPMS #86698 (Osborne Road over Beaver Creek) project in Fiscal Year 2015 of the 
FY2015 draft TIP. This project is anticipated for letting in the fall of 2014. 
 
I appreciate this opportunity to provide comment. 
Regards, 
 

 
Randy Waltermyer, AICP 
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1

TIP Plan Comments

From: Shaffer, Thomas P. <shaffert@co.delaware.pa.us>
Sent: Friday, June 27, 2014 2:19 PM
To: TIP Plan Comments
Cc: Hill, Linda; Hufnagle, Louis; John, Alex; Middletown Bruce Clark; Madeleine Fausto; 

Linda Guarini
Subject: Comment on FY 2015-2018 PA TIP

I have reviewed the dr  FY 2015-18 PA TIP and have the following comment: 
 
MPMS 15251 US 1, Bal more Pike Interchange Improvements SR 0352 – The project scope recently was expanded to 
include the in  of Routes 1/452 and 452/352. The PennDOT project manager and Middletown Township 
should be able to provide a more appropriate project le and desc n. This revised tle and descrip on should be 
included in the  adopted TIP document. 
 
Thank you. 
 
Tom  
 
 

Thomas P. Sha  
on Ma  

D lawa  County Planning D pa nt 
201 W. Front Street | Media, Pennsylvania 19063 
Phone: (610) 891-5217 | Email: Sha erT@co.delaware.pa.us
Website: ://www.co.delaware.pa.us/planning  

 
The infor n contained in this email is intended only for the individual or en  to whom it is addressed. Its contents (including 
any hments) may contain d  and/or privileged informa on. If you are not the named addressee you should not 
disseminate, distribute or copy this email. Please fy the sender immediately by email if you have received this email in error and 
delete this email from your system.  
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MONTGOMERY COUNTY 
BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

JOSH SHAPIRO, CHAIR 

LESLIE S. RICHARDS, VICE CHAIR 

BRUCE L. CASTOR, JR., COMMISSIONER 

June 24, 2014 

Ms. Elizabeth Schoonmaker 
Delaware Valley Regional Planning Commission 
190 N. Independence Mall West, 81

h Floor 
Philadelphia, PA 19106-1520 

Dear Elizabeth: 

MONTGOMERY COUNTY 
PLANNING COMMISSION 

MONTGOMERY COUNTY COURTHOUSE • PO Box 31 1 
NORRISTOWN. PA 1 9404-031 1 

61 0-278-37 22 

FAX:61Q-278-3941• TDD:610-631-1211 
WWW.MONTCOPA.ORG 

JODY L. HOLTON, AICP 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

Montgomery County has the following comments on the draft FY 2015-18 TIP document: 

1. #16577: The County will divide the entire project into two segments and fund them 
differently. We will fund preliminary engineering and final design with local funds, but 
pursue federal funding in future TIPs for the ROW, Utility and Construction phases of the 
Butler Pike to Crescent Avenue segment. For the segment from Crescent Avenue to 
Philadelphia City line the County will fund all phases as 1 00% local. 

2. #48175: Per discussion at the PA Subcommittee, the County will federalize the 
construction phase in the FY 17 Tl P Update for the Carland Road to Regal Drive segment. 
In addition, the County intends to modify the limit to extend, at 100% County funding, the 
project from Regal Drive to Chemical Road. We will reconstruct/rehabilitate Ridge Pike, 
eliminate the jug handle at Alan Wood Road by providing double left turn lanes onto Alan 
Wood Road; signalize and modify the 1-476 SB off-ramp; modify and potentially signalize 
the 1-476 NB off-ramp; and extend the ITS components to Chemical Road. 

3. #92807: Change the title's route number from PA-23 to PA-73. 

4. #1 02273 Second Collegeville Bridge Crossing: Add Lower Providence Township to the 
Municipalities list. 

5. #102275 Study Line Item: This line item, as discussed at the PA Subcommittee, lists 
those studies identified in the Decade of Investment. As those studies are better 
understood or developed, the recommendations would be considered for advancement 
into preliminary engineering. 

6. #1 02665 Signal Upgrade Line Item: Thank you for establishing this line item which may 
allow for funding to be allocated during the next two fiscal years. 

7. #95447 County Bridge Line Item: We suggest that title should be modified to "City/County 
Bridge Line Item". 

8. #1 02105 Municipal Bridge Line Item: We suggest that, prior to the FY 17 TIP update, 
DVRPC lead an evaluation/priority setting effort to assess the realistic need for City and 
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Ms. Elizabeth Schoonmaker -2- June 24, 2014 

County bridges, as well as Municipal bridges, and that the PA Subcommittee allocate an 
appropriate amount to both line items. These allocations should occur early in the TIP 
update process rather than near the end. 

Thank you for the opportunity to comment. 

Sincerely, 

L~a~ 
Assistant Director 
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CITY OF PHILADELPHIA 

DEPARTMENT OF STREETS 
SURVEYS, DESIGN, & CONSTRUCTION DIVISION 
830 Municipal Services Building 
1401 John F. Kennedy Blvd. 
Philadelphia, PA 19102-1676 

Barry Seymour 
Executive Director 
Delaware Valley Regional Planning Commission 
190 N. Independence Mall West, 8th Floor 
Philadelphia, P A 191 06-1520 

June 26, 2014 

DAVID J. PERRI, P.E. 
Streets Commissioner 

Re: DVRPC Draft FY20 15 TIP for Pennsylvania/North Delaware A venue Extension Phase 2 
(MPMS# 74822) 

Dear Mr. Seymour: 

Upon reviewing the Draft DVRPC FY2015 TIP for Pennsylvania, it appears that the City's 
North Delaware Avenue Extension Phase 2 project (MPMS# 74822) has been inadvertently 
omitted. The Streets Department would like to request that this project be restored at the levels 
shown in previous working drafts and that the previously programmed study phase also be re
programmed, as detailed below: 

STUDY: 400 SXF, 100 LOC, FY15 
PE: 400 SXF, 106 LOC, FY15 
FD: 202 SXF, 57 LOC, FY17 
ROW: 400 SXF, 116 LOC, FY18 
UTL: 400 SXF, 116 LOC, FY18 
CON: 3,206 SXF, .956 LOC, FY19 

This project is funded through a combination of federally earmarked funds and a local match, 
and will not impact regional fiscal constraint. 

If ~ou hav~ an~estions, please contact Michelle Webb at 215.686.5544. Thank you for your 
assistance m this matter. 

I 

Darin Gatti, P.E. 
Chief Engineer and Surveyor 
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Juoe 27,2014 

NEWTOWN TOWNSHIP 
100 M U NICIPAL DRIVE 
NEWTOWN, PA 18940 

Ms. Elizabeth Schoonmaker 
Manager, Officer of Capital Programs 
Delaware Valley Regional Plannin~ Commission (DVRPC) 
190 N. Independence Mall West, 8 Floor 
Philadelphia, PA 19106 

Re: MPMS #64781 Swamp Rd/Pcnns Wood Road Bridge over Branch of 
cshaminy Creek 

Dear Ms. Schoonmaker: 

Please consider this letter a continuation of correspondence sent by the Township, 
regarding this topic, in October of2010 and again in 2013. 

Swamp Road (SR 2036) provides land access and traffic circulation within the residential 
neighborhoods and outlying farmsteads within Newtown Township. The roadway is 
typical of many ofPennsylvania's rural roadways with numerous horizontal and vertical 
changes in direction that preclude higher speed travel as well as the proximity of streams 
and a state park that impede the ability to re-align or correct the existing design 
deficiencies. 

!n an effort to preserve this rural nature and encourage the u.se of traffic calming, 
Newtown Township respectfully requests that the Swamp Road @ Penns Wood Road 
Bridge over Branch of the Neshaminy Creek (MPMS #64781) rehabilitation project be 
removed from the TIP. The bridge in its current state is adequate for the type and amount 
of traffic using Swamp Road and acts as a traffic calming measure to reduce the speed of 
vehicles on the roadway. 

Newtown Township has at least one project that would have a substantial impact on 
traffic and congestion within our borders. I would ask the willingness of the DVRPC to 
consider transferring the funds from MPMS #64781 to another Newtown Township 
project? We have had discussions over the years for a project known as the Terry Drive 
Extension that we would like to develop and hopefully fund in the next couple of years. 
Any insights on this transferring possibility would be appreciated. 

PHONE : ( 2lS) 968·2800 FAX : C21Sl 968 · 5368 HTTP : //WWW TWP .NEWTOWN PA US 
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Please feel free to contact me directly regarding the project transferring concept, or any 
other questions you may have. My office number is (215) 968-2800, ext. 250 and my 
email address is kurtf@tw.newtown.pa.us. Thank you. 

Sincerely, 

NEWTOWN TOWNSHIP 

1~,£n~ 
Township Manager 

cc: Board of Supervisors, Newtown Township 
Senator Charles T. Mcllhinney 
Representative Steven Santarsiero 
Swamp Road Residents Group 
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R.R.T.S. 
Residents for Regional Traffic Solutions, Inc. 

PO Box 285 
Newtown, PA 18940 

rrtsbuckspaS@gmail.com 

Draft DVRPC FY 2015 • 2018 Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) for Pennsylvania 

ORAL TESTIMONY Given on: June 26, 2014 #of Pages: !0 , #of Exhibits:...!:/..__ 

RE: PROJECT NAMES: 

(1) Stoopville Road Improvements - Phase 2 (MPMSff 88083) 

(2) Swamp Road/ Pennswoad Road Bridge Over Branch of Neshaminy Creek (MPMSff 64781} 

I am Susan Herman, president of Residents for Regional Traffic Solutions, Inc., which is also known as 

RRTS. RRTS is a regional cit izens' gro'up with members from Lower Makefield, Upper Makefield, 

Newtown, Wrightstown, and Northampton Townships. The organization represents well in excess of 

9,000 residents. 

On March 28, 2012, Newtown Township officials held a special meeting to solidify a new plan for the 

Stoopvil/e Rood Improvements- Phose 2 Project, essentially abandoning the original plan designed to 

address serious public safety issues along Stoopville Road in accordance with " Complete Streets" policy. 

The original plan included installation of a much needed Multi-Use Trail along the full length of 

Stoopville Road and mitigation of storm water management issues along the full lengt h of the road. 

(See Exh ibit I, Advance of Bucks County article dated 4/5-4/11/12, titled "Stoopville Road project 

enters phase two" ). 

The new plan, which is the current FY2015 Stoopville Road Improvements - Phase 2 (MPMSff 88083), 

misdirects funds to an intersection upgrade at Route 413 and Stoopville Road. This intersection 

expansion is inappropriate and not necessary. The new plan misses a serious safety problem with 

storm water management along the entire length of Stoopville Road. Stoopvil/e {load Improvements

Phose 2 (MPMS/188083) should have addressed storm water management flooding problems and funds 

should have been allocated to address safety issues along Stoopville Road before being allocated to 

upgrade and expand any intersections. 

The new plan calls for t he UPGRADE and EXPANSION of an intersection in neighboring Wrightst own 

Township. This expansionary project is consistent with the " Northern Bypass" (now called an 

" Emerging/ Regional Corridor" by the DVRPC), an expressway t hat the DVRPC and certain politicians 

: /_'19 , ;c 
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continue to attempt to construct in bits and pieces, It is both inappropriate and dangerous to construct 

this expressway in this heavily residentially developed area, 

The Multi-Use Trail that Newtown Township officials abandoned would have run the full-length of 

Stoopvllle Road and connected thousands of residents living in neighborhoods along this dangerous 

road, Stoopviile Road is a M inor Collector Road comprised of a heavily developed residential 

community, with the potential for a minimum of several hundred additional homes, making the safety 

of residents and their children a major concern , Even with the benefits of traffic calming installed In 

Phose I of the Stoopville Rood Improvements Project, Stoopville Road continues to be a volatile public 

safety issue due to the high volume of truck traffic coming from the 4 Swamp Road quarries, Quarry 

truck traffic is compelled t o push the speed limit, as drivers are paid by the load and the industry often 

promises on time deliveries, 

Residents are prisoners in their neighborhoods, It is unconscionable that Newtown Township officials 

abandoned the NComplete Streets• goal of providing a safe way for residents to walk and bike to: each 

other's homes, two (2) churches located on Stoopville Road, a convenience store at Stoopville Road and 

Route 532, the future Bucks County Veterans Park at Route 532 and Highland Road, the Federal 

Veterans Cemetery on Highland Road, and the Lower Makefield Township trail system which leads to 

the Garden of Reflection 9-11 Memorial on Woodside Road and the Delaware canaL 

Instead, the plan is now to upgrade and expand the intersection of Stoopville Road and Route 413 

(Durham Road) in neighboring Wrightstown Township. RRTS OPPOSES the expansion of this intersection 

as, per the DVRPC's 1988 Newtown Township Traffic Study, this upgrade is a critical part of 

construction of a major North/South expresswav that will connect 1-78 to 1-95, This North/ South 

expressway is also known as the "Northern BypassH, This back door effort to construct the expressway 

in bits and pieces sells out the residents of Bucks County, who cherish the unique and priceless open 

space character that exists today, The expressway will create uncontrollable growth and building that 

will significantly change the character and quality of life in our region, 

RRTS opposes the Stoopville Road Improvements - Phase 2 Project and WE IMPLORE THE REGIONAL 

TECHNICAL COMMITTEE AND DVRPC BOARD TO OPPOSE THIS EXPANSION PROJECT, 

In the DVRPC's published plan titled 1988 Newtown Township Traffic Studv. there will be two (2) 

southern ends of the expressway: one that runs along Stoopville and lindenhurst Roads and one that 

runs along Swamp Road, 

• This map (Exhibit II) is a map of the North/ South expressway that was discussed by a regional 
Traffic Advisory Committee back 10 the early 1990's, Meeting minutes document the discussions. 

• This map (Exhibit Ill) is a map of the North/ South expressway that appeared 1n a March 2006 
Delaware Valley Regional Planning Commission (OVRPC) publication bUed EXECUTIVE 
SUMMARY: UMIT!NG TRAFFIC CONGESTION AND ACHIEVING REGIONAL GOALS, The 
expressway runs along Roule 611 lo 1-95 and is referenced in the legend as an " Emerging/ 
Regional Corridor". 
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• In the DVRPC's 1988 Newtown Township Traffic Studv, the "Northern Bypass Alternative' was 
studied. One end was along Stoopville Road and an extended Silver Lake Road on the East side 
of Newtown Borough. The other end was along Swamp Road on the West side of Newtown 
Borough. 

The following excerpts are from the section of the Study titled " Northern Bypass Alternative" : 

(a) Page #61 (Exhibit IV) shows a map of the Northern Bypass Scenario projected for 
Year 2000. This map continues to be relevant today, as it is customary for the 
DVRPC to do 25-year Long Range Planning. The map shows the "Northern 
Bypass' as an upgraded Stoopville Road connected to an extended Upper Silver 
Lake Road. Note the upgraded Intersection at Stoopville Road and Route 413 Cal so 
known as Durham Road!. 

(b) Page #62 states, "It is further recommended that Buck Road, Swamp Road, and 
Durham Road be widened to 4 lanes ... " 

Note that in the not too distant past. PennDOT · working with the DVRPC . tried to 
expand Swamp Road to accommodate the 4-/ane plan. The community rejected this 
despl/e pressure from PennDOT and 11 has. at least temooraritv. been stopped. 

However, the current Swamp Road project MPMS# 64781 in the Draft FY 2015 
Pennsylvania TIP is a continuation of the project opposed by the community and is a 
subversive attempt to Increase travel speeds on this road. 

For over 50 years, the bridge has had two 11.5 foot lanes and served to slow traffic 

without incident of head· on collision. The affect of slowing traffic is substant ially 

safer than Increased travel speeds. History has shown t hat safety declines at higher 

traffic speeds, especially in the vicinity of the high concentration of young drivers 

that Bucks County Community College provides. 

RRTS OPPOSES project MPMS# 64781 and WE IMPLORE THE REGIONAL 
TECHNICAL COMMITTEE AND DVRPC BOARD TO OPPOSE IT. 

(c) Page #64 states, "Some of the benefits of the northern bypass scenario, in 
particular the diversion of gravel trucks, may be achieved with limited improvements 
to Stoopville Road.' 

(d) Page #60 states, "Level of service on ... Durham Road [Route 413) will be a function 
of the signalized intersections." 

(e) Page #73 states, 

'?h i# 12 I 
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"Highway Improvement Program, 

Five Year Plan 

Durham Road/ Stoopville Road Turn Lane & Signalization• 

Note that these are the improvements being done in the current FV2015 

Stoopville Road Improvements - Phase 2 {MPMSII 88083) 

In 2001, under the leadership of State Representative Dave Stell, there was a plan made to construct the 

"Northern Bypass" along Stoopville and an extended Silver Lake Road. The plan was slopped due to 
opposition from citizens. 

Today, because of development impacts, the "Northern Bypass" would have to be constructed along 
Stoopville and Lindenhurst Roads. 

In 2007/2008, residents successfully opposed the roundabout that Dave Steil, Representative Scott Petri, 
and the DVRPC advocated lor at the intersection of Stoopville and Washington Crossing Roads, as it 

would have realigned Stoopville Road to facilitate construction of a future expressway. • The dead give
away that the roundabout was a key component of the " Northern Bypass" can be found in a May 12, 

2008 Bucks County Courier Times Guest Opinion written by Dave Steil and Jay Roth Ill, an engineer 
consultant for the DVRPC's Bucks County Regional Traffic Studv. In the Guest Opinion, titled 'Don't scoff 

at better. modern roundabouts". Mr. Steil recommended the roundabout because of " the unique 
geometric and traffic conditions in an area poised for growth and change." 

Mr. Steil's view was consistent with a previous statement he made in a June 2002 letter to the president 
of RRTS in which he stated, "I would d isagree with your characterization of Stoopville Road as a 

'residential route' and a later reference as it being a 'minor residential collector road'. It is neither of 
those. It is a state highway. It is clearly an arterial route, routing traffic flows over four municipalities. 
Again, that is my opinion." 

Residents want to preserve the unique and priceless open space character of Bucks County and hope 

that the safety of our families is the highest priority of the Regional Technical Committee (RTC) and 
DVRPC Board. We implore the RTC and DVRPC Board to oppose these two projects in the Draft 

FY 2015-2018 Pennsylvan ia TIP: (1) Stoopvil/e Road Improvements- Phose 2 {MPMS# 88083} and 

(2) Swamp Road/ Pennswood Road Bridge Over Branch of Neshaminy Creek (MPMSII 64781). 

• see DVRPC's Bucks County Regional Traffic Studv (BCRTS/. Note that the DVRPC erred and did not put 

its logo on the CD-ROM distributed for the BCRTS. It also neglected to reissue the CD-ROM so that it 

included the Jonuorv 2008 Addendum to Fino/ Report that was distributed In hard copy to Stakeholders. 

Despite RRTS's written plea that the CD·ROM be revised to (a) include the January 2008 Addendum and 

(b) include the DVRPC logo, the DVRPC "declined our request" . 

.:•;'• f 1 
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.Stoo~ le '~""" '·firm ofOilmore'and IIJSO.o • "l WiSh lbey would slow·· field'Dri\lc to tbe EligJetoo other intersection of tho · joint meeting when deci-
• • ~ '· ..:4• :·.~.::•: ;, • ' ciia(es ilbdWetF-'detiiiled down"ti' co'mert Shep-> Y amii·Sidc· will "be ~limi-~ project js at Oolington sions wm mado about 

T tryYdri"Ciiesut'f " ·maps · o,ri' a>i-'~rl"' of" pal'd)!f'ld*flei' tlt'o meetlngi' •'Dated because tbe~'lfe!t<io Road. "We are putting in a ~ba't.slio'u!d be inclt!ded in 
· · ',Sdall;~er ~''{· ·tdes•~fortlw.\U'&t~; ~ 1 

• He:~d'·lhe same•coultllle 111&ny:obiltaoles such 4l(a mt~ltirway stop [with t~ th~J>ro~c\.. . . 
•, eucM~f.illl(ews.com 0ne :O'Nh~jor .c)o-t• I ·~one· as ·was 'llor,e to·Siow·) liO\Jse too:clliSe'to!tbe)ofrcl• sttlp si~t~- .. I I • .·'R~·l)i&f'CII!'ol'Ricbard-
. · : '.liolwt. ''~'' ''•··• " ' mcntstof'th(project'•is tlio down'thltlic'oh ROuWlll·3" ·and stonc•wall~. •v -· ~·.;, ' K.a1l.(\tl"-•f~~ull)marizcd sotl<.sij.jd·;~ho! :Was d)sa'p-. 

~ NBWt(j~ ,. TOWN- s,igna!~tioo··of ~e·intcr~ iD-Pbie\dliC:' ' . · r - · : ·~ Thero·Will1le crosS\V~· wh~t'ir,;!l\~j.~~d at thO' pcintea>'"fo~h'cat we will 
· · SlnP1 ...:3~o-It'of'tho · toetltin it''Dutliatil R'o'ad 'He' 811'd'11ls 11111ghbort'are> ' 'iit • BaglctO'n l'e.onJ'./j at· m,elfug,t1:,J.dllln't bear a not be included in this \J\ : Stdo~filllf·<Riie~· 'i'i'af_fic' (Jloute'4E) ~St~pvllle con~~·· tliat • 'traffiC" Stoopvillc. "Then ~c U\ 10! ~~li\&ttJ he said. • si~ewallc' alOng'Stoopville 

• ~-~~~. tnclueling Road. ' t : ·'~ ·~·;- ba.cking up from a trafli:C . llagle a.od Stoopvill_c·~- • ~'s;'li~'?'?o~m.al:iout Road,~· SIJO.Ilso aaid tblit 
~ tfie!Uisllidiitl'illi"ltf'&"lhi'mc Le She.f!pai'il; a resulent sfgbal '"ffil block · thetr · • tb:at's w~ ~·re~8' how;~J!ll'i:.."!'''.gculg to water runs onto the road 
~ signal '' at 'Diltbam ''and of Ryan's €other, which is driveways. ''l'hcy_want ,tho ·, a right tum with the path tum left~;tbe-signal ir •' and'·~. which creates 

:Stoo{lvllleroads:ma la)le located at the int~l'$ection eogiitee" ''to rl!'lbok" at takingitdownEagle.Rbail; going . .. f.,,.,.. a l!aziitd on Stoopvilte 
im)1rotrerll'9l)fs:'d.II''Diifbiun or Ourllilm !Jiid Stocpvillo how they ctttcr ·and exit ell!ling·it at the intersei:tl<>n·, ~ ·l'copl~t.oomc out of · Road~·. 
toad, wai'tbb"!lli!fC':&f_dls•· •r'Oads, '.Sppos'esl•havltlg··•· their ~ies,•es~Uilly ofllaglo' ind StoopviDe.(·•· dlivcways;oll:\.413, turning Obe rt;sident of Wright-

• c!ISSflill'llilfiJ!ilt: &.';$pecial ·tniffic ligWat:lho,intel'aee- when ·tummg against ttaf. , ' 'Then thb·palh' piCU.'ujiJ len going. rl\>ltb because stoW.U'Roild said tho idea 
- .'tnecli.ni[._On M. I ari:b' 28 at lion. However; hiYaaid he . fie.; • : I : a_gajn at Croaro.ery Rflld·, they'll. be tu~ing ~ugh of bavin& c~ossw&lk.s is 

tl\li::N~q_W:i:lt.'tdW!IsiUP' , was_ ~ 'that) tlfd~ttllreo\ ·SI!<!P~ laid; ''Jtls'O'nr and StoopVille :>Roa'a;" ex.tra.pavcmeiifi" he saul . ~an excellent idea." 
boildln'Ji."- J'4W~.~-' m~P8li_~~"<l;.woi'kccl qualityof.Jue;" ·~. -· K'allfrnanS.i<l.'~~in K.aufman-said there wu ~e··Gallagher, chair-

. .·'l'!l'9)e'lil-··~riefed closeb"to~'d'n~Phase The engineers said 11\'at · existing pith tbere>~t·we> conccm about th'c man•· of -the Newtown 
re;14l.. ;~'il!98rd of • ll-ofi!leproj_~ 'P~, • • siarti98,llri>m the westerlY' ··aroconneCtingto','Theiiwo drainage. He'S11jd, bowcv- ToWnshjp l!oard ofSupi:r
sitj!~r(Jl · .~'.\lJl'f'i16~··;: ·· Cllosc ~o:·a.:JIP.~ ~~{l~e) $i~:i~ lli~.;filte'rsention:of. " gQ dO.'(Vn Stocpville-ll!llldj dt,',•"T'f~t•s· reJ!]Jy·not pait . yrsors;' stress~~ t~at ,this 
p~o'pi ·~):~wliich ·from lii.s •.i_t(lgllblirMod:) 0\liijitfJl"~d;·'~toopviliO<-• ~d·we'll ~~la!'~ou~o5~2 'O"t'1hc proj~~~ex~p~wllero· ba,s.'~ &.Pfll~~ct that1bas · 

.. Vt-•. ·"·'-'• , .. , .;,, .. ·• .. ,. • •·· '·' roai!S'w'Jieie'ther~~Wlll be·a" and ·Stdopvtllor·etosslngl thcns's-cobsttuct•on.'' · · • ·' been •jiiiJCed · about for 
I left-tum:Janun tho sou~~>- over int~ the Villa~ Nl~ HoiW&s!l't s~cd that abnos~.tw~ycara . . 

. ~ 

I bound '~ ·apprc>acb on . k6t. ~· '":" there was not a' b1g tumOI!I The cngi!'letrs may have 
·. Durhan!;i R_oad heading· K A~ that pcinr the :pat_h at tbc meiting. ·w~ have "to tweak i.t a little bit 

onto ~die Road. conrmue.s on S32 aniJ·goes had many meetmgs," more; be saJd. 

~ 
~ 
~ ~ 
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f1J DflAWAR£ VAlLEY REGICJNA( 

• WHAT IS A CMP? 

A_,/, A CMP Is a systematic pro.:ess for managing 

.. , ' / congestion that provides Information on 

~~ COHGESIION transportation system 
MAKAGEUE~· ----·-tt------~-PR OCES' ,.... ·~ ,_- """""""' 

a range of strategies to minimize congestion and enhance the 

mobility of people and goods. These multi modal strategies 

include, but 1re not limited to.operatlonol lmprovements, 

travel demand management. policy approoches,ond additlon.s 

to capacity. The CMP advances the goals of tho OVRPC Long 

Range Plan ond strengthens the connection between the Plan 

and tho Transportation Improvement Program (TIPI. 

The CMP. I S lnciii<Md In current federal transportation 

regul1tlons, onh1nces th1t existing concept of 1 Congestion 

Management System (CMS) with emphasis on being an 

ongoing cycle and other r<tflnements. It ldentlfl1s congested 

corridors and multlmodal strategies to mltlg1te the congestion. 

Where maN slngle-o<cupancy vohlcl1 capacity Is appropriate, 

the CMP Includes supplemental strategies to reduce travol 

demand a nd get the most value from the lnvestmont. 

It ,....,pletes tis cycle evaluating the effectiveness of 

tra ... jiOrtatlon Improvements, coordinating wlth other 

p lanning pro.:esses. and providing updated 1nolysls of the 

porform1nce of the transportation 1ystom as It goes 

' 7 r 7 bock oround. 4; t • . 

E s u M M 

LIMITING TRAFFIC 

CONGESTION AND ACHIEVING 
REGIONAL GOALS 

• HOW DOES THE CMP HELP 
THE DElA WARE VALLEY? 

g· at r I li 5 
~, 7/11) 

The CMP Improves connections In transpol1atlon planning th1t 

will help with transportation connections In the real world. 

Tho bonefrts of an ongoing CMP Include: 

• Mote focused use of fimlted federal transportatiOn funds where 

they can do the most to help the region me<!t its goals 

• Enhanced use of each mode of transportation for what It does 

well, Improved connections among modes. and between 

transportation, land use, economic development, and 

environmental planning 

• Ways of encouraging a wide range of stakeholders to 

pattidpate and coordinate lnclud1ng data, guidance on helping 

projects conform to the CMP, priority for conforming projects In 

the TIP and LRP update processes, help keeping track of 

progress. and opportunity for stakeholders' studies to be more 

widely used 

• A program for regular monitoring and evaluation of system 

performance 

• Technical resources useful for a range of projects, such a~ 

~ 
ongoing analysis of the effectiveness of strategies / ,l.! 

• CMP ls required by federal regulation ~ 
,..1~14 
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R.R.T.S. 
Residents for Regional Traffic Solutions, Inc. 

PO Box 285 
Newtown, PA 18940 

rrtsbuckspaS@gmail.com 

Candace Snyder; Director, DVRPC Office of Public Affairs and Communications 
190 N. Independence Mall West, 8"' Floor 
Philadelphia, PA 19106 

June 27, 2014 

SUBJECT: Draft DVRPC FY 2015 Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) for Pennsylvania 
WRITTEN TESTIMONY SUBM ISSION RE. TWO (2) PROJECTS: 

(1} Stoopville Road Improvements- Phase 2 (MPMS# 88083} 
(2) Swamp RD/ Penns wood RD Bridge Over Branch of Neshominy Cree/( (MPMS# 64781) 

Dear Ms. Snyder, 

It has been brought to my attention that there may have been some pages missing in the 377-page 

WRITTEN TESTIMONY SUBMISSION that Residents for Regional Traffic Solutions, Inc. gave you at 

yesterday's Public Meet ing. 

Enclosed please find a complete set of pages numbered 240/377- 251/377. We respectfully request 

that you replace the pages numbered 240/377 -251/377 In our original WRITTEN TESTIMONY 

SUBMISSION with the enclosed set of pages. 

Thank you and we apologize for this inconvenience. We would appreciate you r acknowledgement that 

our request has been done in an email addressed to rrtsbuckspaS@gmail.com. 

Sincere~/L 
~ ... ~_ ... ...__ ____ _ 

Susan Herman---

President 

CC: Barry Seymour; Executive Director, Delaware Valley Regional Planning Commission 
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COUNCIL ROCK SCHOOL DISTRICT 
ADMINISTRATION & BUSINESS OFFICES 

Tht CltlltlC9Ucr C.n!er 

nwmrr I\ ICIRIIY. E<~»· 
IUP'I!fti<TV<DENT OI'SCHOOUI 

Govemor I!dwarcl Rendell 
Main Capitol Building 
Ramsburg. PA 17I2G-3006 

30 NOn!! Cl\mc:.flor StUI 
Howtown. PA 1~0 

March 30, 2004 

RE; Worthington Mill Read, Wnputbwu TCJ11'Uhlp, Bucl<B ColUity, PA 

De3r.Oovo:mor Renddl: 

r would like to bring to your alteiUion a safety muc regarding lho me 
transpol1alion of c= scbool stu4eots. This situation involw.s providiug safe bus 
tra!lsportelion for our student! on the ebavo-ref'tre:=d :oad. 

Worthington Mill Road lw been dcslptod by (he Department ofTrAl\SporttHon 
as a buardous mad for Jehool ~dten to walk to scbool or to lllei'r bll3 stop. A$ a result, 
~ III'C n:qulmi tn piclc up md drop oft stlldems residing on W<nthlntton Mill Road in 
tbc tnfftc llllle in fmlll of their homes. During tbb put s~-.:ral y~ we hve ~ged 
clopping 40 tiJnes per-day on thb l.l•nillcscction ofwiod.ing.llllltCW, m1Dar ooDecun
road. 

Our odministrlltion lw a:ccived nmny reporu of quarry lniCb paning stoppc;l 
school buses from our dri_.., school S!lldto!$, 1111d parems. Tho )4,000 lb. to 80,000 lb. 
t:ucb often arcuublc to slop ill. time. Parema of rdwol studmts presented me wttb 
'fidootape of70 hea.vytrueks travdl.oi Worthington Mill tiom 8:00 a.lll. fo 9:00 IL.ID. on 
1anll&l)' 13, 2004, when our bllSCS wcro IIIDhin:. The potential for a tragic acddmt ls 
clear mi P=ent. 

We find it difficult to undentmd 'Why this high volume ofbe:;vy truck tnffic 
would be divc:rtcd onto sucll an inappropriate road. It is clcady app8ftl0! fiwr. tho 
pictures and videos that this road il inadeqllllC t'or COt!'.merclal truclc tn.ffie. Worthioi!OD 
Mill Road anda i1s present cU=.st.ances requires immodiat~ actiO!! to ecswo the safety 
of our studecb. • 
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The Council Rode School District would support a ttud< ban on thl! 1.1-milc 
segment ofWo!1hlngton Mill 'Road between Swamp Rllad and Route 413 in the int=t 
of the safety of our school studenm BOd bus drive~- In additjoo, it is obvion3 tb4t the 
print:ipal arterial highways in the llmiiii'O fat aafi:r acd appropria!e roads for this high 
volume of heavy industrial truck traffic:. 

We r:tquest your persooal and immedittt involvcmcat in resolving this safety 
issue befure a tragic accident ()Q;Un!, 

Sincerely, 

t1~Y-~ 
'Ilmothy P. Khlly, Bd.D. 
Supcrintendaot of Sdlools 

.. 

r.=-. 
{~-

\ 
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Township of Lower Makefield 

February 10, 2004 

Honorable David J. Steil 
Pennsylvania State Representative 
8 North State Street 
Newtown, PA 18940 

: 

80ARDOFSUPER~OAS 

Fral1k J. Faualore, Cl\ainnan 
Notman F. Stalnthorpe, Vtee-Chailman 
Scon I. Fegley. Sectetal)'fTreaswer 
G111ca M. Godshalk. Supervisor 
Stlrllin J . SantarsletO, Supervisor 

RE: STOOPVILLE ROAD 
REHABILITATION PROJECT 

Dear Representative Steil: 

The Lower Ma.l{efie!d Township Board of Supervisors is stron,gly opposed 
to the Stoopville Road Rehabilitation Project in Newtown Township. 

The Supervisors feel it is critical that industrial traffic be channeled to 
the Newtown Bypass and that the rehabilitation of Stoopville Road will 
only prove to further invite large truck traffic through residential 
neighborhoods at higher speeds. 

All state and municipal officials should recognize that commercial traffic 
is best suited for the higher level roads in our region, that is, PA Traffic 
Routes 413, 232, 332, Newtown Bypass and Principal Arterial Highway, 
Swamp Road which is the location of the four industrial quarries. 

Your perseverance in working toward amicable solutions to regional 
traffic problems is commendable and sincerely appreciated by the Board 
of Supervisors and the residents of Lower Makefield Township. 

TSF:ms 

1100 EDGEWOOD ROAD 
VARni t:.V PA t0nl=:.7 .. 1 AQA 

Terry S. Fedorchak 
Township Manager 

,). '( .::.@11 

TEARY S. FEDORCHAK 
Townshlo Manaoer 

(215) 493-3646 
FAX: (215) 493-3053 
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• • 
cc: 

• 

Scott Petri, State Representative 
.Tommy Tomlinson, State Senator 
Joseph Conti, State Senator . 
Bucks County Comnlissioners ·· · 
Board of Supervisors 
State Tr~sportation Commission 
Andy Warren, PennDOT 
Delaware Valley Regional Planning Commission 

. .. 
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Township of Lower Makefieldf-'/' 7 

BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 

Frank J . Fazzalore, Chairman 

May 25, 2004 

Pete Stainthotpe, Vice·Chai.rman 
Sean I. Fegley. Secretary/Treasurer 
Grace M, Godshalk, Sup,ervisor 
Sleven J. Santarsiero, Supervisor 

John Coscia, Executive Director 
Delaware Valley Regional Planning Commission 
The Bourse Building 8th Floor 
1 11 S. Independence Mall, East 
Philadelphia, PA 19106 

Dear Mr. Coscia: 

RE: STOOPVILLE ROAD 
REHABILITATION PROJECT 

Lower Makefield Township Board of Supervisors is pleased to note tha t 
the Stoopville Road Rehabilitation Projec t is not included on the draft 
Transportation Improvement Plan, and we are writing to urge that any 
requests to modify that aspect of the draft TIP be denied. 

The Supervisors feel it is critical that industrial traffic be channeled to 
the Newtown Bypass and that the rehabilitation of Stoopville Road will 
only p rove to further invite large truck traffic through residential 
neighborhoods at high speeds. · 

It should be recognized that commercial traffic is best suited for the 
higher level roads in the Lower Bucks County region, that i~, PA Traffic 
Routes 413, 232, 332, Newtown Bypass and Swamp Road which is the 
location of the four industrial quarries. 

Your favorable consideration of this request is appreciated. 

TSF:ms 

1100 EDGEWOOD ROAD 

Sincerely, 

;fL'ffJ 
Terry S. Fedorchak 
Township Manager 

,). 'I 'I /.317 

TERRY S. FEDORCHAK (2 15) 493·3646 
v~~.ont c v OA, 11'\!'\C:,. tc:n c ""'- -·· ·- - .. t- • · - - - - - -

C AV· /? 1~\ AO'l: ~ '2 fl.C:"\ 
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cc: Board of Supervisors 
Joseph Conti, State Senator 
Tommy Tomlinson, State Senator 
David Steil, State Representative 
Scott Petri, State Representative . 
State Transportation Commission 
AndJ: Warren, PennDOT 

•' 

' 
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Recent crash/incident history involving heavy commercial traffic in our region 

August 3. 2000 

October 16, 2000 

Aetident where an empty quarT)' truck lcilltd one woman, pennanently 
injured another woman, and went through the wall of a bank. 
The August 4, 2000 Bucks County Courier Times anicle, entitled Runaway 
truck kills woman qnd crashes jmo bank, stated, "A woman was killed and two 
p~opfe wue injured yesterday morning wlren a tblmp truck plowed into Mo 
can on Eagle Road /Newtown Townslripj, tlren slammed tlrrouglr the wall of 
the First Union Bank at the Village of NewfQwn Shopping Qntu. n 

The woman who was killed was driving a large automobile and the woman who 
wu permanently injured was in a small compact car. This incident exemplified 
the danger and damage that occurs when a quany truck gQeS out of control. 
Because of the nature of these vehicles (empty weight= 20,000 lbs.,loaded 
weight • 80,000 lbs.), truckers should be encouraged to take Swamp Road 
(shortest route) to the Newtown Bypass, a four-lane, limited-access, divided 
highway built specifically for commercial traffic. These behemoth trucks 
should be kept out of residential areas. 

Note this quote from AAA World, March/April, 1999: 

"Keep in mind that trucks typically weigh 20 to ~0 rimes as nu1ch as passengu 
can. 
Automobiles are extremely vufnuable when thq t:aUide with a farge trudc. 
The collision between an 80,00IJ.pound truck and a 2000-pound cor is similar 
to taking a sledge/rammer to an empty tin calL 98 PERCENT OF PEOPI..E 
KILLED IN TWO-VEHICLE CRASHES INVOLVING A CAR AND A 
LARGE TRUCK ARE THE AUTO OCCUPANTS." 

Acddeot belween a gasoline t2oker and loaded gnovd truck on Taylorsville 
Road in Upper M•kefleld Township. 
The October 17, 2000 Bucks County Courier Times article, entitled Crash spills 
fuel near canal, stated," A gasoline tanker and loaded gravel truck [weighing 
72,000 lbs.) collided yesterday on Taylorsville Road in Upper Makefield tearing 
a hole in the tanker truck and spewing 1200 gallons of fuel onto the road. 
Eleven tons of gravel were tossed into the woods from the other truck near the 
Delaware Canal." 

This incident exemplified the danger and damage that occurs when a quarry 
truck goes out of control. Because of the nature of these vehicles (empty 
weight • 20,000 lbs., loaded weight • 80,000 lbs.), truckers should bo 
encouraged to take Swamp Road (shonest route) to the Newtown Bypass, a 
four-lane, limited-access, divided highway built specifically for commercial 
traffic. These behemoth trucks should be kept out of residential areas. 
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October 31, 2002 

November I, 2002 

Fatal accident belwttn a quarry truck and automobile on Windy Bush 
Road,Solebury TowoJbip. 
The November I. 2002 Bucks County Courier limes article, entilled Wornan 
killed jn colljsjon wjth dump !DJck. Slaled," A 49-year-old New Hope ,,,.oman 
was killed yesterday morning when the car she wu driving collided with a 
dump truck on Windy Bush Road near Pidcock Creek Road in Solebury ... A 
load of stone spilled onto the roadway ... " 

The woman who was killed was dri•ing a small compact car. This incident 
exemplified the danger and damage that occurs when a quarry truck goes out of 
control. 

• "Fatalities from large trucks have increased approximately I 0% 
from 1995 -1998. Trucks with a gross weight more than I 0,000 
lbs., account for a disproportionately large share of traffic deaths 
based on miles traveled. 

People in passenger vehicles are especially vulnerable in collisions 
with large trucks because of the vast difference in weight between 
cars and large trucks." 

•Quotation from the Washington D.C. based organiza.tion, 
Advocates for Highway & Auto Safety 

Email from Sue Herman to the Lower Makefield Township Supervisors 

"D~ar Scort, Wes, Grace, Pde and Frank, 
I am sad to refer you Ia the fron! page of the BUCKS section in today'sr 
Courier 1ima. 71re artie/~ 1$ ~ntitfed, Solt!:hury- Woman killed In collision 
,.;rh dMmp truck. 

This sad event drivu home the point made in this quote: 

'Keep in mind that trucks l)!picalfy ••dgh 20 to 40 times as much as passenger cars. Automobiles are 
extrtmefy vulnerable ,.hen thq collitk with a farge truck. 71re collision bl!lween an 80,000-pound truck 
and a 2000-poMnd car ls similar to taking a sledgehammer to on empl)! tin can. 98 PERCENT OF 
PEOPLE KILLED IN TWO-VEHICLE CRASHES INVOLVING A CAR AND A LARGE TRUCK ARE 
THE AUTO OCCUPANTS.'-
AM World, March/April 1999 

April2 I, 2003 

V.es~ trucks ar~ ciwn th~ opportunity to choose Undenhurst Rd and trrzffl 
at outrauous spuds Z.fn rather than using the Bvpa.ss. n (our-lane limited 
tJL:un divided iriglrway built spt!:d(ically (or :ruch commmiaJ traffic. 71re 
Bveass is where this traffic belongs, 

I look fonvard to the 11/4 BOS meeting where ""' will discJiss this critical 
mattu." 

A 200 lb. truck tire flies into a back yard along Lindenhurst Road. 

r 

r 
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May 5, 2003 Lower Makefield Township Board of Supervisors meeting where Sherry 
Yesilsoy presented the Board with written documentation regarding a tire 
incident that happened to hu neig.hbor. 
The Board suggested that this document be included with the information to be 
reviewed at the meeting with the Secretary of Transportation. 
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On April21, 2003 G. Magilton @ 1705 Powderhorn Dr. was working in his backyard 
en he thought he heard thunder. The 'thunder' turned out to be a 2001b tru ck tire t-. wheel that had been jettisoned by a passing vehicle and landed in his Backyard. (" 

ritial investigation revealed that the tire had be~n jettisoned by a vehicle traveling 
South on Lindenhurst Roa d. The tire traveled across the opposing lane of traffic where 
it s truck the curb, boun ced into the air and .11ew approximately 40ft, coming to rest in 
the middle of his backyard. While investigating the tire that landed in the backyard, a 
second - matching - jettisoned tire was discovered 100ft further north on another 
res ident's backyard burm. 

Lower Makefield police have been to the scene and have created an Incident Repon. It is a miracle that 
no persons or vehicles we~e caught in the path of this massive debris. 

ident 19 
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R. R .T.S. 
Residents for Regional Traffic Solutions, Inc. 

Mr. Gary Hoffman, P.E. 

PO Box 285 
Newtown, PA 18940 

RRTSbuckspa@aol.com 

Deputy Secretary for Highway Administration 
Keystone Building 
400 North St., 8th Floor 
Harrisburg, PA 17120-0095 

Representative David Steil 
2 North State Street 
Newtown, PA 18940 

April 23, 2004 

RE: W ritten Comment Submission for the Regional Traffic Meeting 
held at Bucks County Community College on April 22, 2004 

-.. Dear Mr. Hoffman and Representative Steil, 
I 

-

Thank you for accepting these written comments that I understand will become part of 
the record for the regional traffic meeting. While I do not believe Representative Steil 
publicly announced that written comments would be accepted for one week after the 
meeting, several residents overheard him telling me this at the end of the meeting. We 
thank you for the opportunity. 

AHhough I was disappointed that Representative Steil denied me permission to show 
two brief videos during my public comment, I appreciated that he retrieved them from me 
after the meeting and said they would be included in the summary of the meeting. 

VIdeo submissions 

• Submitted a CD that contains 3 videos entitled Bveassinq the Bvpass, 
CBM<YW3 Newscast, and Truck Danger on Worthington Mill Road. See Exhibit I. 

(Note that 90% of the commercial traffic turns off the Newtown Bypass onto Lindenhurst 
Road, the first leg of a residential route that literally "bypasses the Bypass·. The residential 
route is comprised of Lindenhurst. Stoopville and Worthington Mill Roads.) 

• Submitted a CD entitled FOX 29 Newscast: Using rail to haul stone from the Swamp 
Road quarries. See Exhibit II. 

~oh11 1~7oJ 
cxh~,b;f:s h bfl.- ~deJwereP<...~ ~· 5'te.il'.s d/Y7tZfl.- b/l. 
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• 

• 

Recommendation to engage a consultant to d o a regional study for planning 

Mr. Hoffman suggested the townships engage a consultant to do a regional study for 
planning and said dollars are available through the Delaware Valley Regional Planning 
Commission (DVRPC); federal funding is available. 

The Townships must engage a consultant who is outside the Bucks County 
umbrella of politics, or an OBJECTIVE reg ional plan will be unattainab le. History 
has shown that the players under the Bucks County umbrella of politics make 
transportation decisions based upon self-Interest and political agendas, in total disregard 
for the safety of the citizenry at large (See ExhibitJit , Abbreviated historical accounting 
of manipulation of truck traffic). 

Who falls under the Bucks County umbrella of politics? 

• Senator Joseph Conti: In spite of attending a public traffic meeting at Lower 
Makefield Township (LMT) In 1999 and pledging to make the truck traffic problem his 
#1 priority, he has shown a lack of leadership on this issue. In a recent Courier 
Times article (Exhibit .Y ) he claimed about all he can do is "cajole" local officials to 
do the right thing. 

RRTS comment: This statement is ioconsistent with the fact that state senators 
and representatives are deeply involved with transportation issues throughout our 
state and country. RRTS has developed a relationship with the Delaware Valley 
Regional Planning Commission (DVRPC)' and it Is apparent that the transportation 
wishes of state senators and state representatives greatly influence planning 
decisions in the region. Senator Conti's lack of action on the truck issue speaks 
volumes about his disinterest in protecting the safety of the citizenry at large. 

• Representative David Stell: 
1) When LMT requested taking over Lindenhurst Road from PennDOT In the 

interest or protecting its citizenry (November 2002), Representative Ste~ 
interfered. The tum back was denied, the only road tumback that PennDOT 
District 6 has denied In 10 years I 

2) In response to RRTS members' request to have stone moved by rail, 
Representative Steil is quoted in the Bucks County Courier Times article in 
Exhibit ~as saying, "The DVRPC did a small study on trains and said the 
idea didn't even merit a full study ... The economics do not look very good." 

"See Exhibit yl new OVRPC CO entitled Crealino TOI!!Q!TOw Today, DVRPC 

~J/?>11 

~-~ 

r 



Note: There is a 411 page RRTS supplemental on hand at DVRPC for review. 
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EAST ROCKHILL TOWNSHIP 
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 

1622 N. RIDGE ROAD, PERKASIE, PA 18944 
PHONE (215)257-9156 FAX (215)-257-1299 

www.eastrockhllltownsbjp.org 

TO: Planf HP/Conformity Comments 

FROM: David R. Nyman, Chairman, Board of Supervisors 

DATE: June 17,2014 

RE: Draft DVRPC FY 2015-2018 T IP for PA comments 

East Rockhill Township strongly supports the Municipal Bridge Line Item (MPMS 102105) 
programmed on the Draft DVRPC FY 2015-2018 TIP for PA. This line item will provide much 
needed funding for replacement municipally owned bridges across the region. In particular, 
East Rockhill Township submits Rockhill Road Bridge (BMS II 09 7207 0437 0001) in Bucks 
County as a candidate for funding through this Municipal Bridge Line Item. 

For replacement of the Rockhill Road Bridge, the Township followed the requirements of the 
Local Bridge Program related to retroactive reimbursement as described in PennDOT 
Publication 541. The Township bas completed the following steps required to seek retroactive 
reimbursement: 

)> Rockhill Road Bridge is included on a State Bridge Bill 

)> Waterway Opening approved by DEP 

l> TS&L and foundation report with Form D-4274 approved by Penn DOT 

l> Design and Final Plans for Structural Adequacy approved by Penn DOT 

Construction of the Rockhill Road Bridge replacement is underway and anticipated to be 
complete July 31, 2014. Once construction is complete, the Township will be in a position to 
execute a retroactive reimbursement agreement with PennDOT and submit an invoice to 
Penn DOT for reimbursement, if funding is committed from the Municipal Bridge Line Item. 

East Rockhill Township requests to receive notification from DVRPC when the regional review 
and selection process is conducted to identify projects for funding through the Municipal Bridge 
Line Item. The Township is happy to provide additional information regarding the Rockhill Road 
Bridge replacement project to support consideration for funding this project on the FY 2015-
2018TIP. 

Momhly £news delivered to your iubox, '"'"v.EastRockhi//Townsilip.org 



        Stockbridge-Munsee Tribal Historic Preservation Office 
                          Bonney Hartley – Tribal Historic Preservation Assistant 
                                                  W13447 Camp 14 Road 
                                                          P.O. Box 70 
                                                      Bowler, WI 54416 
     

(715)-793-3995                                                 Email: bonney.hartley@mohican-nsn.gov   

 
 
 

Jane M Meconi 
Public Involvement Manager 
Delaware Valley Regional Planning Commission 
190 N Independence Mall West, 8th Floor 
Philadelphia PA 19106 
Via email only 

June 24, 2014 
 
RE: Draft Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) FY 2015-18 for Pennsylvania 
 
 
Dear Ms. Meconi: 
 
We are in receipt of the Dr Transpo on Improvement Program and Highlights document. 
Thank you for providing them to us. 
 
Our comments are as follows: 

 Our conne on to the TIP is our involvement with the N onal Historic 
Preserva on Act Se on 106 responsibil es in ensuring that Mohican cultural 
materials are protected. After review we have decided that w e are only 
interested in receiving the TIP projects listed that are:  1) Located in Bucks 
County, and 2) that involve new ground disturbance. For instance, a project 
which proposes to remove a previous pipe and replace it in the same lo on is 
not of concern to us and we do not wish to receive Se on 106 project materials 
for review.  

Thank you for your conside on of our comments.  
 
Kind regards, 

 
Bonney Hartley 
Tribal Historic Preserva on Assistant  

Item ID# C.295
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Plan/Confonniry Comments 
c/o DVRI'C Public Mlairs Office 
190 N. Independence Mall Wes1. 81h Fl. 
Philndclllhin, PA 19106 

June 20,2014 

To Whom II May Concern: 

AI 1hi:. lime. 1hc Transponat:on \1anag~m<'nt .\~~ialion of Chesrer Cn•ml) <TMt\CC) would like !O 

provide comments during rhe public comment p.!nod for DVRPC' s Draft FY 20 15-20 t 8 Tl P for 
Pennsylvania. 

As rhc federally designa1ed Metropoliran Planning Organization. TMACC undcrsrnnds DVRPC's 
responsibility for devt:loping the Transponation Improvement Program (TIP) and that the Til' is the 
regionally agreed-upon list of priorily projects, as required by federal law. and goes rhrough a major 
upda1c every other year. We und~rstnncl thnt the TIP docume111 musl list all projects thnt Intend to use 
federal funds. along wi1h non-fedcrnlly funded projects that ure regional ly significant which also includes 
nil other stale- funded capital projects. These pr~tects may be multimodal and include bicycle, pedestrian, 
frcighr-related projects. and mnova11ve air quality projects, as well as 1he more rraditional highway and 
public transit projects. 

Due to l11c funding uncenaint) prior 10 rhc passage of Act 89. we recognized rhe need 10 scaled back 12-
}enr plan thus drasticaHy reducing the projccls on 1he TIP to those only deemed of significant impact. 
s.1fety or economically. Willi projects of significanl impac1 and imestmcnr such as US 202 Se<:tion 300 
being completed in lhe nex1 )car, and the removal of US 30 and US 202 Sec1ion I 00 from previous TIPs. 
nnd lheir design work halted b} Penn DOT. Chester County has no big "shovel ready" projccls to move 
onto the proposed TIP. As a consequence. TMACC is conccmcd rhat 1he funding on the TIP for Chester 
County is dropping 10 $16j million, the lowest of all 5 I' A coumies. We believe thi s may have a long 
rcrm impact on Chester Coumy. 

Chester County wi ll be face with unique challenges while improving 1he efficiencies of our road, bridge 
and highway infrastructure. In the ncxr four years. $7 million is programmed for preliminary design and 
engineering for US 30 under a federal cannark thai wil l be lost if nor obligarcd. Currcnlly on l11e TIP 
there are no other monies programmed for US 30 from PA 10 to the Exton Bypa~s. Under !he currem 12 
)Car program it shm' s lhat $1-12.7 million i~ ochcduled in fiscal years ~019-2022 for construction of the 
·•western .. sec1ion of US 30 from PA 10 to Reeceville Road. This \\Ould include new imerchanges a1 PA 
82 and Airpon Road. Listing rhese projects on the second or third 4-years of the 12 year program 
provides no guarantee that funding will ncruall)• be available in future TIPS. The 12 year program also 
shows $16.6 million scheduled for design, engineering and right-<lf-way in Fiscal years 2020-2026 for the 
"caslcm" section of the US 30 Down ingrown Bypass bm 1here are no provision for construction of any 

7 UIMI lolllleyi'B!kwq, S<JilS 144 • Greall1llley Ccrpofat• center• Malvcm. Pfnnsytvanta 19355 
P! 610.993.091 I F'_, 610.993.0922 • I lnlo0t1711JCC.Otp 11011• WWW.ImM:c.OI!I 
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improvements on the "eastern" section of US on the TIP or 12 Year Program. This means that any work 
to solve tJ1e congestion on the US 30 Downingtown Bypass and Rte. )22 would be somewhere past 2026 
or 15 to 20 years from now. As currently scheduled this would result in an ' 'improved" 4-lane section of 

US on the west from PA 10 to Recccville Road and an improved and fully-functional Exton Bypass, with 
a tailing. substandard. and congested sectioo1 of the Downingtown Bypass remaini ng in-hetween. 

We encourage DVRPC to amend the TIP to provide opportunities for Chester County to hence key 
corridors and intersections and to create highway and road efficiencies throughout the County. 

\ 
P. Timothy Phelps 
l:.xecutive Director 

cc: Chris Williams. TMACC 
Ryan Costello, Chester County Commissioners 
Ronald Bailey. Chester Cou11ty Planning Commission 
Chester Coumy Legislative Delegation 

6.20.2014 
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GREAT VALLEY REGIONAL CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 

PROUDLY SERVING BUSINESS FROM KING OF PRUSSIA TO EXTON SINCE 1989. 

TIP Confonnity Comments 
c/o DVRPC Public Affairs Office 
190 N.lndependence Mall West, 8th Fl. 
Philadelphia, PA 19106 

June 20.2014 

To whom it may concern: 

At this time. the Great Val ley Regional Chamber of Commerce would like to provide comments during 

the public comment period for DVRPC's Dr-aft FY 2015-2018 TIP for Pennsylvania. 

As the federally designated Metropolitan Planning Organization, The Great Valley Regional Chamber of 

Commerce understands DVRPC's responsibility for developing the Transportation Improvement Program 

(TIP) and that the TIP is the regionally agreed-upon list of priority projects, as required by federal law, 

and goes through a major update every other year. We understand d1at the TIP document must list a ll 

projects that intend to use federal funds, along witb non-federally funded projects that are regionally 

significant which also includes a ll other state- funded capital projects. These projects may be mu ltimodal 

and include bicycle, pedestrian, !Teight-related projects, and innovative air quality projects, as well as the 

more traditional highway and public transit projects. 

Due to the funding uncertainty prior to the passage of Act 89, we recognized the need to scaled back 12-

year plan thus drastically reducing the projects on the TIP to those only deemed of significant impact, 

safety or economically. With projects of significant impact and investment such as US 202 Section 300 

being completed in the next year, and the removal of US 30 and US 202 Sect ion I 00 from previous TIPs, 

and their design work halted by PennDOT, Chester County bas no big ''shovel ready" projects to move 

onto the proposed T IP. As a consequence, The Great Valley Regional Chamber of Commerce is 

concerned that the funding on the TIP for Chester County is dropping to $163 million, the lowest of all 5 
PA counties. We believe this may have a long tenn impact on Chester County. 

Chester County will be face witb unique challenges whi le improving the efficiencies of our road, bridge 

and highway infrastructure. In tbe next four years, $7 million is programmed for preliminary design and 

engineering for US 30 under a federal earmark that will be lost if not obligated. Currently on the TIP 
there are no other monies programmed for US 30 from PAlO to the c)((on Bypass. Under the current 12 

year program it shows that $142.7 mi Ilion is scheduled in fiscal years 20 19-2022 for construction of the 

"western" section of US 30 from PA I 0 to Reecevi lie Road. This would include new interchanges at PA 

82 and Airport Road. Listing these projects on the second or third 4-years of the I 2 year program 

provides no guarantee that funding will actually be available in future TLPS. 
Great Valley Corporate Center 

5 Great Valley Parkway 
Malvern, PA 19355 

ph: (610) 889-2069 
fax: (610) 889-2063 

greatchamber@gvrcc.org 
www.greatvalleyonline.com 
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~~~~~,d?FJVALLEY REGIONAL CHAMBER OF COMM~RCE v PROUDLY SERVING BUSINESS FROM KING OF PRUSSIA TO EXTON SINCE 1989. 

The 12 year program also shows $16.6 million scheduled for design, engineering and right-of-way in 
Fiscal years 2020-2026 for the "eastern" section of the US 30 Downingtown Bypass but there are no 
provision for construction of any improvements on the ''eastern" section of US on the TrP or 12 Y car 

Program. This means rhat any work to solve the congestion on the US 30 Downingtown Bypass and Rte. 
322 would be somewhere past 2026 or 15 to 20 years from now. As currently scheduled this would result 
in an "improved" 4-lane section of US on the west from PA 10 to Reeceville Road and an improved and 
fully-functional Exton Bypass, with a failing, substandard, and congested section of the Downingtown 
Bypass remaining in-between. 

We encourage DVRPC to amend the TlP to provide opportunities for Chester County to hence key 
corridors and intersections and to create ltighway and road efficiencies throughout the County. 

Sincerely, 

Mary Ann Severance, The Great Valley Regional Chamber of Commerce 

cc: Tim Phelps, TMACC 
Ryan Costello, Chester County Commissioners 
Ronald Bailey, Chester County Planning Commission 
Chester County Legislative Delegation 

Great Valley Corporate Center 
5 Great Valley Parkway 

Malvern, PA 19355 
ph: (610) 889·2069 
fax : (610) 889-2063 

great,<;~~f@gvrcc.org 
www.g~<!'ileyonhne.com 
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~~~Western 
~~ Chester 

County 
Chamber of Commerce 

TIP C'onfonnuy Comments 
cfo OVRPC Pubhc Affairs Office 
190 N. Independence Mall West, 8th Fl. 
Philadclphm. PA 19106 

June 25,2014 

ro \vhom 1l may concem: 

At thas tame, the Wesaem Chester County Chamber of Commerce would like to provadc comments dunng 
the publoc comment period for DVRPC's Draft FY 2015-2018 TIP for Pcnnsylvama. 

As the federally designated Metropolitan Plannmg Organizataon, the Western Chester County Chamber of 
Commerce understands 0\ "RPC' s responsabaluy for dcvclopmg the Transportation Improvement Program 

(IIJ>) and that the TIP is the regionally agreed-upon hst of priority projects, as rcquarcd by federal law, 
and goes through a maJor u1>date every other year. We understand that the TTl' document must list all 
projects that imend to usc federal funds, along with non-federally funded projects that are regionally 
sagmficant whach also ancludes all orher state- funded capnal projects. These proJects may be mu ltimodal 
and ancludc bicycle, pedestrian. freight-related projects, and innovative air quahty projects, as well as the 

more traduaonnl tughway and publtc transit prOJects 

Due 10 the fundong unccnamty pnor to the passnge of Act 89. we recogruzed the need of a scaled back 12-
)Car plan thus drastically reducmg the proJects on the TIP to those only deemed of sagnaficant ampact, 

safety or econom1cally. With proJects of sagnaficant ampact and investment such as US 202 Section 300 
bemg completed an the next year. and the removal of US 30 and US 202 Sect a on I 00 from prevaous TIPs, 
and thcar desagn work halted by PennDOT. Chester County has no big "shovel ready" proJects to move 
onto the proposed TIP. As a consequence, the Western Chester County Chamber of Commerce as 
conccmed that the funding on the TIP for Chester County is dropping to S 163 mi Ilion. the lowest of all 5 

PA counties. We beheve this may have a long tcnn ampact on Chester County. 

Chester County will be faced wi th unaquc challenges while improving the effic1encies of our road, bndge 
and lughwuy inlrastructurc. In the next four years, $7 million is programmed fo1· preliminary desi!,rn and 
cngmcenng for US 30 under a federal earmark that will be lost af not obltgated. Currently on the TIP 
there are no other monies programmed for US 30 from PAlO to the Ex.ton Bypass. Under the current 12 

year program 11 shows that S 142.7 malhon IS scheduled m fiscal years 20 19-2022 for construction of the 
··"estcm" secuon of US 30 from PA 10 10 Rceccv!lle Road. This would mclude new mterchanges at PA 
!12 and Aarpon Road. Lastmg these prOJects on the second or thtrd 4-years of the 12 year program 

provadc. no guarantee that fundmg wall actually be a\·aalable m future TIPS. The 12 year program also 
shows S 16.6 million scheduled for desagn, cngmccrmg and right-of-way in Fiscal years 2020-2026 for the 
"eastcm" section of the US 30 Downmgtown Oypass but there are no pro\llsion for construction of any 

amprovemcnts on the ' ·eastem" section of US on the T rP or 12 Year Program. l11is means that any work 

Lukens Executive Office Building, 50 South First Avenue, Coatesville, PA 19320 
Phone & Fax: 610-384-9550 westemchestercounty.com 
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FY20 15/ 18 TIP 2 

to solve the congesoon on the US 30 Downmgtown Bypass and Rte. 322 would be somewhere past 2026 
or 15 to 20 years from now. A~ currently scheduled this would result in an "tmprovcd'' 4-lane sectton of 

US 30 on the west from PA 10 to Reeceville Road and nn tmproved and fully-functtonal Exton Bypass, 
with a foiling, substandard, and congested section of the Downingtown Bypass rema in ing in-between. 

We encourage DVRPC to amend the TIP to provide opportunities for Chester Counr:y to enhance key 
comdors and intersections and to create highway and road effictenctes throughout the County. 

r-i)~cly:_ W £u::.._ 
Donna W. Siter 
Executive OtrectOr 
Western Chester County Chamber of Commerce 

cc: Tim Phelps, ThiAC'C 
Ryan Costello, Chester County Commtsstonel'li 
Ronald Batley, Chester County Planmng Commtsston 
Chester County Legtslauve Delcgauon 

6 .25.20 14 



Item ID# C.306
COUNCIL MEMBERS 

AT LARGE 
NORMAN C. SHROPSHIRE 

MARK KIRCHGASSER 
LORRAINE BRADSHAW 

TOWNSHIP OF MIDDLETOWN 
DELAWARE COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA 

MANAGER 

W. BRUCE CLARK 

ENGINEER 

ARTHUR W. ROTHE, P.E. FIRST DISTRICT 
SCOTT D. GALLOWAY 27 N. PENNELL ROAD 

P.O. BOX 157 

LIMA, PA 19037-0157 

610-565-2700 

FAX 610-566-3640 SECOND DISTRICT 
DOUGLAS C. ROGER, JR. 

SOLICITOR 
JOSEPH A. DAMICO, JR., ESQ 

THIRD DISTRICT 
RUSS CARLSON 

FOURTH DISTRICT 
CHRISTOPHER B. QUINN 

www.middletowntownship.org 

Plan/TIP /Conformity Comments 
c/o DVRPC Public Affairs Office 
190 N. Independence Mall West, 8th Floor 
Philadelphia, P A 191 06 

June 27, 2014 

The Township Council of Middletown Township appreciates this 
opportunity to comment on the DRAFT DVRPC Fiscal Year (FY) 2015-2018 
Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) for Pennsylvania and in 
particular MPMS#l5251: US 1, Baltimore Pike Interchange Improvements 
SR:0352. Specifically, we'd like to offer the following: 

• It is our understanding that in coordination with PennDOT and 
Delaware County consideration is being given to adjusting the 
project funding to expand the project limits to include both the 
intersections of US 1 & PA 452 (Pennell Road) and PA 352 
(Middletown Road) and PA 452. The Township fully supports the 
expansion of the project limits and asks that the text description of 
the project within the TIP be amended to reflect this adjustment. 

• Middletown Township is currently pursuing several multi-modal 
initiatives, including the expansion of facilities for cycling. It is 
understood that the project development process will include 
consideration of these users and the need for appropriate facilities 
consistent with local and regional plans; however we would ask 
that the text description of the project specifically address this item 
particularly as it relates to the interchange structures. 

• US 1 in this area is a significant gateway for Middletown Township. 
Unfortunately the current roadway infrastructure, in particular the 
vast concrete medians between the interchange and PA 452, are 
very unappealing. We would ask that consideration be given to 
incorporating elements into the project to improve the aesthetics of 
the project, especially south of the interchange. 
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Once again, thank you for this opportunity to participate in the TIP 
process. 

Sincerely, 

. Bruce Clark, 
Township Manger 

cc: Middletown Township Council 
Sen. Dominic Pileggi 
Rep. Tom Killion 
Thomas Shaffer, Delaware County 
Les Toaso, P A Department of Transportation, Engineering District 6-0 
Madeleine Fausto, PA Department of Transportation, Engineering District 6-0 
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June 30,2014 

Plan/TIP/Conformity Comments 
C/o DVRPC Public Affairs Office 
190 N. Independence Mall West, &"' Floor 
Philadelphia, PA 19106 

To Whom It May Concern: 

SUBJECT: DVRPC Fiscal Year 2015-2018 Transportation 1mprovcrncnl Program 
for Pennsy1vanin 

I am sending Perkiomen Township's written comments in letter form in addition 
to the e-mail that was sent to DVRPC on Friday, June 27, 2104 regarding the draft 
DVRPC 2015-2018 TlP Program. 

On Thursday, June 19, 2014, I received notification from the Department of 
Transportation that a decision was made to close the bridge at Graterford Road. Due to 
structural deficiencies, this action was to take place immediately. This bridge connects 
Perkiomen Township with Skippack Township. The impact of that closure has increased 
the amount of traffic going to two other major intersections in Perkiomen Township. 
These two intersections are the intersection of Route I 13 and Route 29 and the 
intersection of Plank Road and Ott Road. Both oftl1ese existing intersections arc in 
critical need of attention themselves; therefore, closing this bridge has only made 
problems at these two intersections worse. 

On Friday, June 27, 2014, I received a telephone cal l regarding a meeting that was 
held in llarrisburg regarding the closing of the Graterford Road Bridge. This discussion 
included tl1e intersection of Plank Road and Ott Road as well as tbe intersection of Route 
113 and Route 29. During tbis telephone call, it was confirmed that the PADOT 4044 
Project - Plank Road!Otts Road/ Meyers Road!Seitz Road Intersection Improvements 
Project was delayed until a later date. The original let date for this project was January, 
2015. 

I Trappe Rood, Collegeville, PA 19~26 Phone 6 10 489 4034 Fox. 610.489 4918 
-----------------
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Perkiomen Township has waited a long time to have this corridor and intersection 
improvements project completed. Pushing off this project is only going to make the 
traffic congestion and intersection issues worse. Added to this situation is tbe relocation 
ofU1e entrance to Graterford Prison which, when open, will be located on Route 73 in 
Skippack Township. This con·idor is critical to the movement of traffic to tbe prison as 
well as from ilie North Penn Area to Route 422 and vice versa. 

I was also infonned that there was a project related to the problems at the 
intersection of Route 113 and Route 29 and that this project was included in the 
Pennsylvania State's Capital Budget. In order to have this project added to the TIP 
Program, Perkiomen Township would need to make such a request. Please consider U1is 
let1er as Perkiomen Township's request to add the project for intersection improvements 
to be completed at the intersection of Route 1"13 and Route 29 to U1e TIP Progmm. Like 
tbe intersection of Plank Road/Ott Road, this intersection is a major intersection in 
Perkiomen Township and is cdticalto the movement of traffic from Bucks County to 
Chester County for Route 113 and Berks County to Chester County for Route 29. Tbe 
intersection of Route 11 3 and Route 29 cru1 no longer handle tbe amount of commuter 
traffic and has become opemtionally deficient due to the lack ofleft tum lanes. 

Regarding the Graterford Road Bridge, it is my understanding that the discussion 
ended wiU1 moving forward with repairing the superstmcture of U1is bridge by adding the 
repair of the Gratertbrd Road Bridge to a group of bridges that are to be Jet later this year. 

I appreciate your consideration and time in these critical traffic and safety issues 
in Perkiomcn Township. 

Respect:full y yours, 

k.t-1YJ .~ 
Cecile M. Daniel 
Township Manager 
Perkiomen Township 

Cc: Correspondence Fi le 
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T 0 W N SHIP 

A Community of Tradition and Vision 

June 27, 2014 

PlanfTIP/Conformity Comments 
c/o DVRPC Public Affairs Office 
190 N. Independence Mall West, 8th Floor 
Philadelphia, PA 19106 

RE: Electronic Submission of Public Testimony on 2015 TIP 
Towamencin Township (Montgomery County) 

Dear DVRPC Public Affairs Office: 

As requested by DVRPC Executive Director Barry Seymour following the oral testimony 
at the public hearing on the 2015 Draft Transportation Improvement Plan (TIP) 
yesterday, attached are copies of the issues presented by Towamencin Township 
Board of Supervisors Chairman Daniel M. Littley, Jr. These are the official concerns of 
Towamencin Township on the draft 2015 TIP. 

As indicated in our testimony, the PA 363 project is our highest priority. We would 
appreciate consideration for all these projects but especially for PA 363. This project 
was previously on the TIP and supported by the County and Penn DOT. Because of the 
importance of the project, Towamencin Township has acquired right-of-way and spent 
$1.3 million on design. We have been sensitive to funding constraints and have worked 
with project stakeholders tore-scope this project to reduce construction costs from $12 
million to $5 million while still providing meaningful improvements. Given these previous 
investments, this project is much closer to construction than other projects on the TIP. 

Towamencin Township appreciates the opportunity given to us yesterday to present our 
testimony and is looking forward to favorable consideration of our concerns. Sincer& 
1!:: Ford 

Township Manager 

Cc: Towamencin Township Board of Supervisors 

P. 0 BOX 303 7 090 TROXEL ROAD KULPSVILLE, PA 7 9443·0303 

PH ONE 215.368.7602 FAX 215.368.7650 E-MAIL info@towamencin.org WEB www.towamencin.org 
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Presented For: 

Towamencin Township 
1090 Troxel Road 
Lansdale, P A 19446 

Presented By: 

Daniel M. Littley Jr. 

Draft FY 2015-2018 TIP 
Public Comment 

June 26, 2014 

Board of Supervisors Chairman 
Towamencin Township 
1090 Troxel Road 
Lansdale, PA 19446 
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THE DELAWARE VALLEY REGIONAL PLANNING COMMISSION 
PUBLIC MEETING 

June 26, 2014 
Philadelphia, P A 

Towamencin Township in Montgomery County requests your support for the following 
transportation improvement projects: Intersection improvements at Sumneytown Pike and P A 
Route 363 Valley Forge Road; Widening ofPA 63 Forty Foot Road near Tomlinson Road; and 
Bridge replacement and realignment of Bustard Road (SR 1 002) at Morris Road. 

Towamencin Township's first priority is to improve the intersection of Sumneytown Pike and 
PA 363 Valley Forge Road. For many years this project, known by MPMS #16565, was also a 
priority of Montgomery County and PennDOT. About six years ago, the previous secretary of 
transportation, citing funding constraints, dropped this and twenty-five others projects from the 
TIP. Since then, the Township has repeatedly requested funding for this project and with the 
passage of ACT 89, we want this project to be placed back on the TIP. This intersection, 
connecting two primary arterials, experiences significant delay that has only increase over the 
past six years. Sumneytown Pike provides a direct connection to the Pennsylvania Turnpike for 
thousands of area businesses and residents. It is also a primary detour route when incidents 
occur on the Turnpike north and south of the Lansdale Interchange. Additional traffic is also 
anticipated on this route when the Turnpike widening from four to six lanes is completed. 
Previous projects have widened Sumneytown Pike from North Wales Borough, past Merck, and 
through Upper Gwynedd Township to this intersection. This project would connect to those 
previous improvements and provide an additional through lane on all four approaches to the 
intersection. Because ofthe importance of the project, Towamencin Township has acquired 
right-of-way and spent $1,300,000 on design. Since this $12 million project was dropped from 
the TIP, the Township has worked with local state representatives and project stakeholders to 
rescope this project to reduce construction costs while still providing meaningful improvements. 
Given these previous investments, this project is much closer to being ready for construction 
than other projects on the TIP. We estimate $450,000 would be required for design and 
$4,500,000 for construction and inspection. 

The second project is to widen PA 63 Forty Foot Road near Tomlinson Road. The Township has 
partnered with PennDOT and private developers to tum Forty Foot Road into a multimodal 
corridor throughout the Township. The entire area has been transformed by the Township's long 
range vision that includes a village overlay district. Significant investment has occurred in 
residential, commercial and office developments and a nearby park and ride is envisioned for 
commuters on the PA Turnpike. The majority ofthis corridor has been improved to provide 
sidewalk, multiuse trails or bike lanes, and two travel lanes in each direction with a center left 
tum lane. However, there remains a 1000' section of roadway in the middle of the corridor that 
only has one through lane in each direction. This results in safety issues and traffic delays as 
traffic merges for this short distance before opening back up to two lanes. This project would 
complete the corridor widening resulting in improved safety and more efficient movement of 
people and freight. We estimate $150,000 would be required for design, $75,000 for right-of
way acquisition and $650,000 for construction and inspection. 
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The third project is the bridge replacement and realignment of Bustard Road (SR 1 002) at Morris 
Road. This project would replace a narrow, obsolete bridge and improve intersection sight 
distance and safety. It would include relocation of the Bustard Road Bridge over the 
T owamencin Creek to accommodate the realignment of Bustard Road. The bridge would be 
widened and the sight distance increased to meet current State criteria. Realignment would bring 
Bustard Road and Kriebel Road together into a nearly perpendicular intersection. Morris Road 
would be realigned to intersect Bustard Road at a right angle. The intersection of Bustard Road 
and Morris Road would be signalized and a southbound left turn lane and westbound right tum 
lane would be added. The intersection of Bustard Road and Kriebel Road would be signalized 
and a northbound and a southbound left tum lane would be added. The intersection of Bustard 
Road and Old Morris Road would be signalized and a northbound left tum lane and a 
southbound and an eastbound right tum lane would be added. We estimate the total project costs 
to be $6,000,000. 

Towamencin Township has and will continue to work with Montgomery County and PennDOT 
to advance our common goals of highway improvements, reduced congestion and economic 
development. Thank you for your time and consideration. 
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By DAN SOKIL 
Staff Writer 

It's no secret to area·motorists that 
the illtersection of Sumneytown Pike 
and Valley Forge Road could use 
some improvements. · 

As could surrounding areas. 
And on Friday momillg, there was 

plency of discussion about the 
heavily traveled Upper Gwynedd/ 
Towamencill area. 

In fact, three state representa· · 
lives, a councy commissioner, a dis· 
trict manager for a U.S. House rep
resentative and officials from sever
al local toWl)Sbips all gathered ill 
Towalllencin to discuss the situation. 
. ~ut .no one offered much hope of 

funding in the immediate future. . 
Traffic engineers McMahon and 

Associates discussed the work alrea
dy done to improve the troublesome 
illtersection, and the challenges that 
Towamencin and Upper Gwynedd 
both face in seelting improvements. 

"We've been involved ill this 
project for over 10 years, sillce 1996; 
and we had the preliminary engi
neering wrapped up ill 2003, when 
we basically ran out of money to go 
any farther," said engineer Jack Mit· 
chell. 

Ael:Ording to the McMahon pre
sentation, Towamencin and Mont
gomery Councy have already spent 
more than Sl.4 million on prelimi· 
nary design, acquiring rights-of-way 
and relocating a transformer from 
where the intersection would be 
widened. 

"We're asking you to help us with 
the funding to help complete that de
sign, so we can give that to Penn
DOT," said Towameocin Supervi
sors Chairman Dan Littley. 

• He and the engineers emphasized 
that the improvements can be com
pleted within the next two years, but 

• little money for 
• congested areas 

GEOFF PATTON/THE A!OPOA'TEA 

TRAFFIC TRAVeLING eastbound on Sumneytown Pike stacks up approaching the intersection with Valley 
Forge Road, Thursday. 

only with adequate funding and ap
provals. 

Both also played up the imPor
tance of breaking up a project that 
currently includes the addition of a 

stoplight outside North Penn High 
School and work on two nearby 
bridges, illto smaller component 
projects. 

"Keep ill mind the nightmare see-

nario. WhatifthatbridgeacrossVal· 
ley Ford Road goes down, and we 
have to put an eight-mile detour 

PIOaSG sec TRAFAC on A4 

FIRE· l&\~:ii~4fiffi! 4 ' ·W ii&ll ~ey ·JEGF~ I y ... ... ... "II 

-'/3Cj.ZJ/.'f 

Men cha1 
with selli 
parapher 
get prob~ 
By CARL HESSLER JR. 
For 1l".e ~ePOrter 

NORRISTOWN - The c 
dale convenience store wil 
in connection with the sale ' 
nalia from the si:ore. 

Quamrul Islam, 47, of • 
Franklin Street, owner of 
Food Mart on South Broad 
tenced in Montgomery C01 
years' probation after he 1 
charges of conspiracy to ' 
laws and possession with 
drug paraphernalia. · 

Judge Paul W. Tressler, 
plea agreement in the ca 
Islam to forfeit all items of • 
!ia seized from the store. 

According to the arrest a 
ligation of activities at thef< 
located at 209 S. Broad S· 
tember 2007 after authoriti 
plaiJlts about drug paraphe 
from the store. 

An undercover detective 
Montgomery County Drug 
tered the store at 10:3S a.t 
and told a clerk he wanted 
could use to smoke crack. 1 
undercover detective a gla! 
was disguised as a ·pen, . 
criminal complaint 

An underi:over detective 
store on Oct. 8 and Oct. 1 
four more crack pipes, ace 
rest affidavit. The clerk rea 
the counter to get the pipe~ 

Pleasese 

• 
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Satvrtl<!y. April12, 2008 

rDMARK 
>ago At 

>wels and brushes, 
•uildlng now. 
ag itself is known 
raded tel{! painted 
: el{!erior, which 
reminder of the 

itove Company, a 
es back to 1881. 
's nephew, Abram 
.oved the famUy
ay, founded in the 
iladelphia as the 
lorks, to Lansdale 

decline during the 1940s. 
The Lansdale Borough ln~us

trial Development Authority ac
quired the building in 1984, and 
sold it to John Terzian of Gwyn
edd in 2002, according to county 
reCC)l'(!S. 

Terzian declined to comment 
when approached at the scene of 
the fire. 

Mott's original building 
rieht next to the raUroad tine 
was destroyed by a fire in 

THE REPORTER 

TRAFFIC 
c.:imuod hom Page A I 

around the area in, and then the 
turnpike is shut down because of 
an accident? Upper Gwynedd 
and Towamencin simply do not 
have enough pelice officers to 
redirect all of that traffic," Lit· 
Ueysaid. 

The moot critical compenent 
would be repairs to and widen. 
ing of the Valley Forge Road 
bridge, between Bancroft and 
Berwick roads south of the inter
section. 

The bridge bas been classified 
by PennDOT as~ deli· 
cient, and Mitchell presented a 
photo showing a large crack in an 
abutment suppening the bridge. 

"Now, that doesn't mean it will 
just fall down tomorrow, but we 
do have some capacity problems 
already, and they're only going 
to get worse," said Mitchell. 

Another component· would be 
the placement of a traffic light at 
the Valley Forge Road entrance to 
the high school, an especially 

VFW 
Confinuad hom "-ga AI 

County Communication 
Center said there were nu
merous calls to report the 
lire. 

An otncial at the scene said 

high-traffic area where flow is 
regulated by a single crossing 
guard. 

"According to an informal 
study our department did, based 
on the nwnbers of students who 
drive, the staff and the nuinber 
of buses, we estimated some 
6SO,OOO trips per year are made 
there, just from school traffic 
alone, without counting deliv
eries or special events, • said 
Towamencin Police alief Tim 
Dickinson. 

"We have the money to do the 
traffic: light now. If we get the go
ahead from PeonDOT we can 
put the light in now, and hope
fully help all of the problems that 
are there oow," said Upper 
Gwynedd Commissioners Pres .. 
ident James Santi. 

A third component project 
would place a prefabricated pe
destrian bridge alongside Sum
neytown Pike, where the road 
crosses the Towamencin Creek. 

there were no reports of in
juries. 

Fire crews were calling for a 
restoration team by 8 p.m., In· 
dicating that the fire was out 

Separating the projects should 
make funding problems more 
DUUlageable, the eogineers said, 
but local POliticians warned that 
finding the funds won't be easy. 

"I'll be happy to advocate for 
you, but it's not as if there's a lot 
of money sitting in a bank ac
count just waiting to be spent.'' 
said state Rep. Kate Harper, R· 
61st District. 

Also present were fellow state 
Reps. Bob Godshall, R·S3rd Dis· 
trict, and Jay Moyer, R·70tb Dis
trict. 

"1 know in parts of my areas, 
Upper and Lower Gwynedd, 
North Wales, Towamencin, and 
part of Montgomery township, 
vlnually everything we're see
Ing is people's projects being 
pushed back due to the general 
lack of funds," Harper said. 

Julle Slavet, district direc:tor 
for U. S. Rep. Allyson 'Schwartz, 
D-13th District, told the group 
that federal funding may also bE; 

and the damaged building 
needed to be boarded up. 

The residential roads in the 
area of the VFW building were 
closed to traffic throughout 

hard to come by. 
''Irs very unlikely this year that 

Congress will fund any appropri· 
atlous that are •not defense relat· 
ed, but we do hove next year, so 
we'll be talking about this again. 
For this year it may not look good, 
but we can keep the conversation 
going," Slavet said. 

Wben Mitchell; the traffic engi
neer, presented an estimate of 
roughly $600,000 needed to finish 
the engiDee.rina, counry Commis
sioner Bruce Castor asked bow 
mucb of that sum the township 
govemmenl3 will be able to pro
\lide. 

Littley answered that Towa· 
mencin and Upper Gwynedd 
have already &pent all that'they 
can on the rights-of-way and site 
preparations. 

"The idea here is to raise the 
issue, and get it off of the back 
bunters, becaw;e the longer it 
sits there, the worse things get," 
Uttley said. 

the incident. 
No infonnation regarding 

the cost of the damage to the 
building was available Friday 
nlgbt. 

Court declines Limerick's man appeal 
By CARL HESSLER JR. 
For The Reporter 

NORRISTOWN- Pennsylva· 
--li-~-1.!_ ... _____ . , ,. • . 

of appeal without further com· 
meot 

Last year, a panel of Superior 
Court judges determined Dow-

testimony belies Downey's 
contention that Burg took ill so 
fast that he had no time to c:aU 
-for medical assistance. Testi· 

Mallce, a frame of mind 
cbaracteril:ed by a hardness of 
heart, wickedness or recldess
nesa of consequences. is a 
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TOWNSHIP 
OF 
LOWER MERION 
MONTGOMERY COUNTY 

LOWM 0800~157.10 

June 27, 2014 

Barry Seymour 
Executive Director 
Delaware Valley Regional Planning Commission 
190 N. Independence Mall West 
Philadelphia, PA 19106 

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS 

75 E. Lancaster Ave. 
Ardmore, PA 19003·2376 

Tel: 610-645-6150 
Fax: 610-649-8835 

RE: COMMENTS ON DRAFf DVRPC FISCAL YEAR 2015 TRANSPORTATION 
IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM (TIP) 
LOWER MERION TOWNSHIP, MONTGOMERY COUNTY 

Dear Mr. Seymour, 

The Township of Lower Merion has reviewed the DVRPC's draft Fiscal Year 2015 Transportation 
Improvement Program (TIP). We would request that the project description for MPMS 64795 -Belmont 
Road/Rock Hill Road be revised to the following description, to include the proposed improvements at the 
intersection of Conshohocken State Road (SR 0023) and Rock Hill Road, which have long been a part of this 
anticipated project: 

"Widen Belmont Avenue, Rock Hill Road, aud Consltoltocken State Road to provide additional lanes, 
intersection improvements and streetscape improvements; replace railroad oveJ]Jass. Project CMP 
(Congestion Management Process) commitments include signal upgrades, safety treatments, improvements 
for bicyclists and pedestrians, and turning movement enhancements. See DVRPC's 2009 memorandum on 
stpplemental strategies for details related to this project" 

We appreciate the continued support of this project, which will address existing traffic congestion resulting 
from high volume, restrictive geography, and the presence of an existing narrow Norfolk Southern (NS) 
Railroad overpass that negatively affects the safety and efficiency of traffic flow and restricts the potential 
for economic revitalization through redevelopment. This heavily traveled corridor serves as a major east
west route from the Schuylkill Expressway (I-76), the Manayunk section of Philadelphia and the Township. 
Additionally, Rock Hill Road and Belmont Avenue serve as a primary alternate diversion route for the region 
during incidents on the Schuylkill Expressway, and, as such, experience even further operational deficiencies 
during these conditions. This project includes the design and construction of roadway, traffic signal, 
stormwater, landscape, and pedestrian and bicycle circulation improvements in the Rock Hill Road/Belmont 
A venue corridor and two (2) new bridges over Belmont A venue. It will also provide necessary operational 
improvements to the current system to facilitate and support future commercial development and economic 
revitalization in this corridor. 
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The Township has demonstrated a substantial funding commitment to the completion of the project by 
creating a Transportation Service Area for the corridor via the Act 209 Transportation Impact Fee process~ 
funding 100% of the project's design costs ($1,700,000); funding appraisals for the property acquisitions 
required for the project; and pro-actively purchasing a critical portion of the project's required Right-of-Way 
(the corner property at Rock Hill Road & Belmont Avenue, at a cost of $1.6 million). The Township pre
emptively acquired this parcel, which was planned to be developed, in order to facilitate the project at the 
most advantageous and minimum cost, avoiding an increased acquisition cost later in the process once the 
site was developed. The Township has substantially completed the Preliminary Engineering phase of design 
of these improvements, and has been actively coordinating with PENNDOT and Norfolk Southern regarding 
project details for the past four ( 4) years. 

As part of Preliminary Engineering, required Right-of-Way areas have been defined, and preliminary cost 
estimates for the acquisition of the parcels necessary for the project are in excess of $5,000,000. The current 
funding sources for design and Right-of-Way acquisition are 100% local. Construction is currently funded at 
an 80% Federal, 20% State participation level. Because of the significant increase in Right-of-Way costs, 
and the fact that the project's improvements will provide benefits to not only the Township, but will provide 
regional benefits to the thousands of commuters who travel the corridor on a daily basis, the Township 
previously requested participation from PENNDOT for the remaining portion of the Right-of-Way funding. 

We thank you for revising the project description as requested, and for your continued support of this project. 

Sincerely, 

~ 
Donald K. Cannon 
Director ofPublic Works 

cc: Elizabeth Schoonmaker, DVRPC 
Leo Bagley, Montgomery County Planning Conunission 
Board of Commissioners 
Ernie McNeely, Township Manager 



Name: Angela Murray AICP (Lower Merion Township)

County: Montgomery County

Project Title: Belmont Rd/Rock Hill Rd Widening: I-76 Ramps to Rock Hill Road

MPMS ID: 64795

Comment:

On behalf of Lower Merion Township, we request that funds for acquisition of ROW be advanced to 2015-16 from 2019. Property 
needed is available today for purchase per recent offers from property owners. A separate letter has been submitted with a request 
to revise the project description to more accurately describe the area of the project.
Comment ID: 556

Item ID# C.311

Name: Brian Keaveney (Lower Merion Township Engineer)

County: Montgomery County

Project Title: Belmont Rd/Rock Hill Rd Widening: I-76 Ramps to Rock Hill Road

MPMS ID: 64795

Comment:

At a recent meeting regarding this project with representatives of PennDOT and Montgomery County, it was noted that the project 
description did not include the improvements at the adjacent intersection of Conshohocken State Road and Rock Hill Road, which 
are still part of the project. On behalf of the Township we request that these improvements be specifically included in the project 
description. Thank you.
Comment ID: 442

Item ID# C.312
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LIMERICK TOWNSHIP 
(•16 WI"ST IUDCii I'IKI." 

I.IMERICI<, PI'NNSYLVANIA 19468 

Via email - tiiJ·plan-commcnt~@dvroc.org 

Planfri P/Conformity Comments 
c/o DVRPC Public Affairs Office 
190 N. Independence Moll West, 8th Floor 
Phi ladelphia, PA 19106 

June 23. 2014 

AUMJNISTRA110N OfR IS 
(610) ~95 6.02 
l-AX (610) 4'1>0lSJ 
FAX (610) 495-0' 

l'!lllL'E L)f.rAitTMI N f 
(610) IY5-79U'1 
FAX (MUI«<?;;-570., 

RE: MPMSI# 89715- US 422, Sannlogn Jnlct·ch:mge Ramp lmprovcmcnls 

To Whom h May Concern: 

On behalf of Limerick Township, I request that MPMS #8971 5, the US 422. Sanatoga 
Interchange Ramp Improvements be added back into the FY2015 TIP. 

Currently the US 422 Sanatoga Interchange operates at ncar eapncity levels. Limerick 
Township and neighboring Lower Pottsgrove Townsh.ip anticipate further economic 
development around the interchange that could include a minimum of approximmely 1.5 - 2.0 
million square feet of retail, office and industrial dcvelopmenL Development of this magnitude 
will necessitate more significant capacity improvements to the existing interchange. 

ht 2008, anticipating this development, Limerick Township began eiTorts to prepare a 
point of access (POA) study for the US 422 Sanatoga Interchange. The Township has completed 
work tasks for the POA study including, data collection, selection of preliminary improvement 
alternatives and exist ing and projected conditions, traffic analyses, and conceptual design for the 
alternatives. 

ln January 2009, Limerick Township made a brief presentation to the DVRPC on its 
desire to pursue a local lead project to improve the interchange. As you are nware, a project was 
added to the TIP for the US 422, Sanatoga Interchange Improvements Project (MPMS #89715), 
and the TrP has programmed with locffl {uutls for preliminary engineering. 

In addition to the Point of Access study, in 2009 Limerick Township and Lower 
Pottsgrove Township authorized the preparation of a Sanatoga Joim Master Plan to guide future 
development at the interchange. The Master Plan analyzed market conditions, possible 7.oning 
changes, resulting traffic impacts, and future roadway infrastructure needs in the interchange 
area. In 2011, tl1e Master Plan was adopted by Limerick Township and Lower Pottsgrove 
Township. 
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OVRPC Public Affairs Office 
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June 23,2014 

Over the last several years, Limerick Township has been assembling local funding for the 
project. Additionally, the Limerick Township is in discussions with neighboring Lower 
Pottsgrove Township in regards to a creating joint municipal effort to sec these improvements 
come to fruition. 

Limerick Township has taken the necessary steps to guide the future of US 422, Sanatoga 
Interchange Ramp Improvements, and is poised to begin the preliminary engineering of 
improvements at the interchange. 

To that, Limerick Township requests that MPMS #897 15, the US 422. Sanatoga 
Interchange Ramp Improvements be added back into the FY20 15 TIP. 

If you have any questions or require additional information. please contact me at your 
earliest convenience. 

DKK/mlb 

cc: Senator John Raffe1·ty 
Representative Mark Painter 

Sincerely, 

LIMERICK TOWNSHIP 

t:.#l t 
Township Manager 

Leo Bagley - Montgomery County Planning Commission 
Matthew Holva - PennDOT 
Limerick Township Board of Supervisors 



Name: John Boyle (Bicycle Coalition of Greater Philadelphia)

County: Montgomery County

Project Title: General Comment

Comment:

The Bicycle Coalition would like to request funding support for the bike lanes striping plans submitted to PennDOT by Montgomery 
and Delaware Counties. Montgomery County - Morris Road: â€¢ US 202 Dekalb Pike to Valley Forge Road Delaware County - 
Route 252: â€¢ Mary Jane Lane to Rose Tree Rd Route 320: â€¢ Wesley Rd to Baltimore Pike
Comment ID: 595
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TIP Plan Comments

From: Joe Czajkowski <joec@lowersalfordtownship.org>
Sent: Wednesday, June 25, 2014 2:52 PM
To: TIP Plan Comments
Cc: Marcy Toepel; Bill Bushnell; Butler, Stephanie; Douglas Gifford; Doug Johnson, (E-mail); 

Phil Heilman, (E-mail); Keith Bergman; Christopher Canavan
Subject: Draft FY2015 TIP - Comment - S.R. -0113 - Lower Salford Township
Attachments: ToasoLtr_013114.pdf; STC Outreach Form _ Lederach (SR 113) Relocation.pdf

 
To Whom it may concern: 
 
 
Re:         SR 0113 Reloca on Project (Around the Village of Lederach) 
               Lower Salford Township, Montgomery County, PA 
 
Lower Salford Township is nuing their request for the addi on of 
the S.R. 0113  to the  FY2015 TIP.   A State 
Transpor  Feedback form was subm ed for this project in October 2013.  Follow-up mee  and coordin on 
with Rep. Marcy Toepel, PennDOT District 6-0, and the Montgomery County Planning Commission have occurred in 
order to  to express our support for this project.  It is our understanding that this project has been added to the 
Decade of Investment project list through email correspondence with Mr. Lester Toaso (PennDOT District 6-0 ve). 
This project is a priority to Lower Salford Township since it will address the safety concerns of the e ng Lederach 
Village inters  (6 legged). The Township has previously obtained the majority of the right-of-way for this project 
and is willing to fund a por on of the design locally with a match of up to $1.5 million (20% of the total project cost).  
The Township is also requ  that the Final Design and  funds be assigned in the 2nd and/or 3rd four 
years of the TIP.  This will allow Preliminary Engineering to commence including the assignment of a PennDOT Project 
Manager. The Township is apprec  of the support for this important project. 
 

 please  2 documents that provide l background on the project and once again endeavors to show 
the Township's commitment to this project.  
 
Please let me know should you have any  regarding this request or should you require any addi  

 
 
Thank you in advance for your e  to this ma er. 
 
Regards, 
Joe Czajkowski 
Township Manager 
Lower Salford Township 
379 Main Street 
Harleysville, PA 19438 
Phone - (215)256-8087 
Fax - (215) 256-4869 

Item ID# C.319
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Mr. Lester Toaso 
DistTict Executive 
l'ennDOT District 6-0 
7000 Geerdes Boulevard 
King of Prussia, PA 19406-1525 

Lower Salford Township 
Board of Supervisors 

379 MAIN STREET 
HARLEYSVlLLE, PA 19438-2309 

January 31, 2014 

RE: UPDATE-Lower Salford Township Critical Projects 

Dear Les: 

As discussed with our Township Traffic Engineer (McMahon Associates, Inc.), the Township is 
forwarding this letter requesting a change in priority of the two projects previously identified 
by Lower Salford Township for TIP consideration. The projects include: 

1) S.R. 0113 Relocation (Lederach Bypass), Lower Salford Township, PA 
2) Oak Drive Extension (Parallel to S.R. 0063), Lower Salford Township, PA 

Lower Salford Township has recently determined that the S.R. 0113 Relocation project is our 
first priority since it w ill address the safety concerns of the existing Lederach village 
intersection. The Township has previously obtained the majority of the right-of-way for this 
project and is willing to advance the project with the understanding that there will be a local 
match for funding. 

The Township has also discussed this priority w ith Representative Toepel and has requested a 
support letter be sent from her office as welL 

Thank you for your assistance. If you have any questions, p lease contact me immediately. 

Sincerely, 

~)~~~~) 
Jdfeph C~ajkowski / 
Lower Salford Township-Manager 

cc: Secretary Barry Schoch 
Rep. Marcy Toepel 
Leo Bagley, Montgomery County Planning Commiss ion 

PHONE: (215) 256·8087 F'AX: (2 I 5) 256-4869 www.lowersalfordtownshlp. org 



State Transportation Commission  
Project Feedback Form (v2013.0)

Contact Information

*First Name Joseph *Last Name Czajkowski

Street Address 1 379 Main Street Street Address 2

City Harleysville State PA Zip Code 19438

*Email Address joec@lowersalfordtownship.org *Phone 215-256-8087 Fax

Problem Location

*County Montgomery *Municipality Lower Salford (Twp)

Planning Partner DVRPC MPO District 6

*Project Title SR 113 Lederach Relocation MPMS Number (if known)

Location (e.g., local road, state route, interstate, or bridge name) SR 113 Harleysville Pike

Has prework such as study or preliminary design begun? No

Problem Information

Roadway Preventative Maintenance (check all that apply)
Roadway is in poor condition
Roadway is washed out in places
Roadway has drainage issue/drainage problems are obvious on road
Roadway shoulder is in need of maintenance/repair
Shoulder is washing away
Not applicable
Other

Bridge Maintenance (check all that apply)
Bridge is in poor condition
Bridge is closed
Bridge is weight restricted
Bridge is restricted to one lane
Bridge cannot accommodate wide loads
Bridge cannot accommodate tall trucks
Not applicable
Other

Traffic/Congestion (check all that apply)
There is congestion during the rush hour
There is congestion during the rush hour and at other times of day
There is congestion during special events
Oncoming traffic makes it difficult to turn
Posted detour route problem
Four-lane roads are not well connected
Not applicable
Other
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Safety (check all that apply)
Serious crashes have occurred at this location
Many crashes have occurred at this location
Cannot see oncoming traffic when turning
There are too many poles/trees close to the road
There is a safety concern on a hill
Cars go too fast around a curve
Lines and other roadway markings are missing or faded
Oncoming traffic makes it hard to turn
Traffic signals are not working well/lacking/limited in usefulness
Guide rails are missing/damaged/insufficient
Vehicles traveling above the posted speed limit
Not applicable
Other

Bus/Transit (check all that apply)

The local transit service provider is 
There is no transit service when I need it/transit service hours are limited
The buses are old/in need of repair
The buses are not fuel efficient
More buses are needed
New/additional routes are needed
More park and ride lots are needed
Need safer transit stops/park and ride lots
My concern is with paratransit service
Ride sharing program is desired
We need to connect roads to other modes of transportation
Not applicable
Other

Pedestrian, Bicycle, and Alternative Travel Modes (check all that apply)
There is no existing pedestrian facility
Existing pedestrian facility is in need of repair
There are no curb cuts for wheelchairs
ADA concerns
There are no pedestrian crossing signals/call buttons
Audible pedestrian signals are needed
Crosswalk markings are old/faded
New bicycle lane/shared lane is needed
Existing bicycle lane/shared lane is old/faded
Bicycle lane/shared lane should be removed
Maintenance needed for roadway shoulder
Walking/biking trails do not connect well
Walking is an option for me, but not safe
Bike and pedestrian interaction with vehicles is unsafe
Alternatives to vehicle travel are non-existent
Not applicable
Other
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Freight (check all that apply)
Bridge is closed
Bridge is weight restricted
Bridge has wide load restriction
Bridge has tall/overheight restriction
Roadway has weight restriction
Roadway design issue (turn radius, lane width, etc.)
Overhead utility issue
Chokepoint
RR grade crossing issues
Not applicable
Other

Land Use/Economic development  (check all that apply)
New development has meant more traffic
Future development impact has been identified
Comprehensive planning has identified new demand
New or existing driveways are creating problems
There is a new housing development away from main roads
Not applicable
Other

Problem Description 

Please be clear on your assessment of the problem, expanding on what you have checked or providing new 
information if none of the check boxes apply. Include specific information, including road or bridge names.
The proposed project improvements consist of the relocation of SR 113 in order to bypass the village of Lederach.  
The relocation will be approximately 4500 LF and be between Landis Road and Schlosser Road.  The existing 
roadway through the village will remain open for local traffic and will tie into SR 113 on each end of the bypass.  The 
Township has secured the necessary Right-of-Way for the bypass.  The bypass will be one lane in each direction.  A 
new traffic signal is proposed at the Landis Road intersection.  Two new unsignalized intersections would be 
designed along the bypass at Old Morris Road and Morris Road.  The Lederach Bypass will divert traffic around the 
village of Lederach by relocating a portion of SR 113. This will improve the operations and safety of the existing 6 
legged intersection at the center of the village. 

Are there any environmental concerns that are relevant?
No.

Additional Comments
The Township has proactively obtained the right of way for the relocation of S.R. 113 in this area.  Conceptual 
planning for the project and addressing the needs for a traffic signal at the northern limit (SR 113 and Landis Road) 
is currently underway with the Township.

Funding Sources - How would you suggest paying for this project? (check all that apply)
Federal funds
State funds
County funds
Municipal funds
Other

Item ID# C.313Item ID# C.319



Check this box denotes information presented is true and accurate to the best of that person's knowledge.
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Item ID# C.321

Delaware Rive< 

WATERFRaNT 
COIJ>Ofalion 

June 30, 2014 

TIP Comments-Public Affairs 
Delaware Valley Regional Planning Commission 
190 N. Independence Mall West 
8'h Floor 

Philadelphia, PA 19106-1520 

Dear Members of the Delaware Valley Regional Planning Commission: 

The Delaware River Waterfront Corporation, a private non-profit corporation established by the 
City of Philadelphia in 2009 ("DRWC"), hereby is submitting this Public Comment requesting 
inclusion of the planning phases of the Penn's landing Access and Community Improvement 
Project in the updated 12-year Transportation Improvement Program of the Delaware Valley 
Regional Planning Commission (the "TIP"). 

For four decades, the Delaware Waterfront at Penn's landing has been severed from Center 
City Philadelphia by 1-95, inhibiting riverside economic development and hindering recreational 
activity. Over the years, the City of Philadelphia and the Penn's landing Corporation (the 
predecessor organization to DRWC) sought numerous times to attract private development at 
Penn's Landing, but were unable to overcome the site's lack of connectivity to the adjoining 
downtown area. 

Penn's l anding is not just a local resource; it is a metropolitan asset, drawing tens of thousands 
of annual visitors from Philadelphia and the surrounding suburbs, as well as out-of-town and 
international visitors. Bui lding off of the City's highly-acclaimed Master Plan for the Central 
Delaware Waterfront, the DRWC has developed a bold plan to reconnect the riverfront to 
Center City Philadelphia and stimulate economic development. 

Project Description 
DRWC has proposed a local access and community improvement project consisting of three 
elements: 

• A multi-modal, innovative bridge structure between Chestnut and Walnut Streets, 
spanning 1-95 and Columbus Boulevard, and extending east from Front Street to the 
river's edge; 

• An extension of the South Street pedestrian bridge from 1-95 to the southern end of the 
Penn's landing marina basin; and 

• A two-mile multi-use, pedestrian and bikeway adjacent to Columbus Boulevard, from 
Washington Avenue to Spring Garden Street. 

121 N. Columbus Boulevard 
Philodelphio. Penmylvonio 19106 
p. 215-629-3200 
F. 215-923-2801 
www.deloworeriverwoterlronl.org 
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DRWC respectfully requests that DVRPC include in the TIP $5 million to fund a portion of the 
preliminary engineering, environmental review and early demolition activities relating to the 
proposed Penn's Landing infrastructure improvements (with the pre-construction activities 
described above constituting the "Project"). It is anticipated that this amount will be matched 
by a like amount from the City of Philadelphia and other private resources to fund pre
construction costs of the Project over the next 24-36 months. Total planning and construction 
costs for the three elements of the access and community development project described 
above are estimated at $225- $250 million. A key component of the work to be undertaken in 
the Project is identifying a funding strategy for the balance of construction costs from Federal, 
state, local and private sources. 

Benefits 
The access and community infrastructure improvements will provide the following benefits to 
the City and the region: 

• Improve and restore unobstructed, grade-separated access to the waterfront from 
Center City at Chestnut, Sansom, Ionic, and Walnut Streets. 

• Improve safety and enhance traffic flow by separating pedestrian and bicycle travel 
from vehicular traffic both across and along Columbus Boulevard. 

• Reduce water pollution, by capturing stormwater runoff from 1-95 and Columbus 
Boulevard through the landscaped features of the Project. 

• Induce over $700 million of private investment in residential and commercial real estate 
over the next 20 years; and 

• Provide a three-fold to four-fold return to the City and the Commonwealth on the public 
investment in the Project. 

In summary, the Project will launch the critical first steps needed to execute the access and 
community infrastructure improvements at Penn's Landing, which will confer substantial 
economic, fiscal and quality-of-life benefits for both area residents and visitors. Please let me 
know if you wo ld like any further information. 

are River Waterfront Corporation 

Cc: Honorable Michael A. Nutter, Mayor, City of Philadelphia 
Donn Scott, Chair, DRWC 
Thomas Corcoran, President, DRWC 
Joseph A. Forkin, Vice President, DRWC 
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DELAWARE 
RIVERKEEPER 

N ETWORK" 

June 26, 2014 

Delaware Valley Regional Planning Commission - DVRPC 
190 N Independence Mall West 
8th Floor 
Philadelphia, PA 
19106-1520 

Re: Comments for draft DVRPC fiscal year 2015-2018 Transportation Improvement Program 
(TIP) for Pennsylvania. 

Dear sirs and madams: 

I represent the Delaware Riverkeeper Network, an organization with more than 14,000 
members in Pennsylvania, New Jersey, New York and Delaware. Although our organization 
supports funding projects that improve rail, mass transit, bicycle and pedestrian projects we are 
opposed to a number of the proposed bridge replacement projects in the draft 2015-2018 TIP. 

These projects include the Headquarters Road Bridge replacement (MPMS 13716), the 
Clay Ridge Road Bridge replacement (MPMS 13014) both in Tinicum Township. DAN also 
opposes the Stock's Grove Road Bridge replacement project. (MPMS 98221) 

As proposed the TIP process leaves the decision on whether to replace or repair a bridge to 
Penn DOT. Unless the bridge is part of Pennsylvania's Covered Bridge or Stone Arch Bridge 
program Penn DOT routinely opts for replacing rather than repairing historic structures. This has 
led to a loss of historic resources and the degradation of water quality. The streams these 
bridges cross have been designated as exceptional value waterways requiring the strictest 
protections under Pennsylvania law and are included in the Wild and Scenic designation for the 
Lower Delaware River. Two Penn DOT bridge replacement projects in 2011 and 2012 had a 
negative Impact on one of these waterways. Continued loss of these resources could threaten this 
national designation. 

It is also Penn DOT's policy to replace single lane bridges with two lane structures. This 
results in an increase in traffic volume and speeds on these roadways. Experts on roadway safety 
have also indicated maintaining single lane crossings has a calming effect on traffic reducing 
speeds in many rural areas. 
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The Delaware Riverkeeper Network strongly urges DVRPC to designate funding 
specifically for repairing these bridges. 

Please contact me if you have any questions regarding this request 

Respectfully submitted, 

~~ 1<-· ~ ~ ...... - -

Maya K. van Rossum 
the Delaware Riverkeeper 

Page 2 of 2 
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TIP Plan Comments

From: Stuart, Sarah <sarah@bicyclecoalition.org>
Sent: Monday, June 30, 2014 4:28 PM
To: TIP Plan Comments
Cc: Patrick Starr; John Boyle; Linn, Chris
Subject: Comment on PA 2015-2018 Draft TIP regarding the Circuit
Attachments: County Wrap Spreadsheet V2.xlsx

Dear DVRPC Board, 

On behalf of the Bicycle Coalition of Greater Philadephia and the Circuit Coalition, I am submitting this 
comments on the Draft PA TIP for 2015-2018. 

We applaud DVRPC for including in the TIP an additional $1Million in a line item for Transportation 
Alternatives Program in 2018.  Our understanding is that that $1Million was included for Circuit trail projects.

In February 2014, the Circuit Coalition made a formal request to the DVRPC Board asking that it dedicate 
funding for the Circuit in the next PA TIP.  Our understanding is that the $1Mlillion put towards TAP in 2018 
was in response to that request.  However, the TIP document lacks any written statement as to what that 
$1Million is for.  We recommend that the final TIP include a paragraph explaining clearly what the $1Million 
will support and provide a clear response to the Circuit Coalition's request. 

We are also pleased to see that 9 nine Circuit projects are included in the TIP for approximately $42 
Million.  But, we have to note that most of these projects are being funded by old TE, CMAQ or TIGER 
grants.

By conducting a round robin of calls to county planners, we have determined that there are least 61 Circuit trail 
projects that have undergone planning and need design/construction funding.  I am attaching a list of those 
projects to this email. 

We urge DVRPC to make a concerted effort to develop a process to prioritize and allocate funding for at least 
the identified 61 Circuit projects in order to maintain a rate of completing ten miles a year by the five SE PA 
counties.  Maintaining such a rate is the only way that the Circuit will get built out and completely connected 
over the next 25 years.  In order for DVRPC's Long Range Plan to be realized, it is imperative that DVRPC 
determine how the completion of the Circuit will be supported by the Region's own investments. 

Sincerely yours,

Sarah C. Stuart 
_______________
Sarah Clark Stuart 
Deputy Director 
Bicycle Coalition of Greater Philadelphia 
Chair, Circuit Coalition 
sarah@bicyclecoalition.org
1500 Walnut Street, Suite 1107  
Philadelphia, PA 19102 
215-242-9253, x306 

Item ID# C.335, C.365, C.368
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Core Circuit Counties Needs Design and/or 
Construction Funding

On TIP 
or has 
funding

Burlington County

Delaware River Heritage Trail  

Burlco Planning Commission is working on a TAP application for construction of the segment 
now called “Route 130 by pass” – The 5 mile segment will connect from the 
Burlington–Bordentown Road to Roebling mostly using sidepath and existing park trails. 3.5 
miles of this segment will be off road.  1

Rancocas Creek Trail 

Burlco Planning Commission is applying for TCDI grant to conduct a feasibility study from 
Amico Island to Anderson farm park.  Need to figure out how to get around several 
obstructions: Delanco light rail bridge; route 130 crossing; and an unnamed tributary that 
needs a pedestrian bridge. 1

Kincora Trail 

Expect to receive deliverables on Regional Trail Fund feasibility study very soon.  Once in 
hand, Burlco Planning Commission will finalize RFP for design/construction.  RTF funding is 
in hand for construction. 1

2 1

Bucks County

East Coast  Greenway

Bridge Street – A concept plan has been developed; there are site control issues; plan to apply 
for funding in 2015 1

Conrail RR Crossing – In design; going to construction soon. All funding is in place 1

Tyburn Road – Final design is being reviewed by Amtrak; should be under construction in 
2015 1

Green Lane – Under construction by PennDOT and Bucks TMA 1

Neshaminy Creek Bridge – will need design and construction funding 1

D & L Trail Section across Levittown Parkway – mini gap that needs signage
Bensalem –  American Drive to Kings Lane – funding to do final design in the middle of the 
greenway; 1

State road – bike lanes 1

D&L Pedestrian Tunnel 1

Neshaminy Creek Greenway

Upper Neshaminy – (Chalfont to Forks of Neshaminy) – Trail Feasibility Study almost 
complete; some portions already constructed; others in design stage; and still others about to 
be constructed 1

Middle Neshaminy – (Forks of Neshaminy to confluence with Core Creek) – Trail Feasibility 
Study just starting 1

Lower Neshaminy – (Confluence with Core Creek to point at which creek enters Bensalem 
Township) – Trail Feasibility Study just starting 1

Bensalem Township portion of Neshaminy – Trail Feasibility study completed as part of 
Bensalem Township Trail Study.  No development or design work taking place at this time. 1

Route 202 connectors
Upper State Road to 202 Parkway Connector - Design complete; estimated date of completion 
is fall 2014 1

Lower State Road to 202 Parkway Connector – Doylestown Township applied for TAP funding 1

Neshaminy to 202 Connector  - under construction 1
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Solebury Route 202 Gateway Trail – Solesburty Township applied for TAP funding 1

Twin Streams Park, Chalfont to Lenape Way - in design-estimated completion summer 2015
Lenape Way to Upper State Road - In design; needs construction funding 1

Liberty Bell Trail

Feasibility study complete. 1
12 6

Camden County

Ben Franklin Bridge Ramp 1

Interim trails – Cooper River Partnership plans to apply for TAP funding to stripe bike lanes 
within City of Camden (from Bridge to north Camden and Cramer Hill) 1

North Camden Waterfront Park trail is under design - construction funding needed 1

Baldwin Run  - will have sharrows around the whole loop 
Von Nieda trail - design close to completion 1

Pennsauken-Merchantville Connector - Township applied for Sustainable NJ grant to conduct 
feasibility study of section from Cove to Haddonfield Road. 1

Gateway Park - Camden County assigned property rights to CCMUA (Camden County 
Municipal Utilities Authority)
Park Drive Bike Trail – out to bid in 30 days 1

Cooper River Park North and South Park Drives - Camden County applying for TAP to install 
bike lanes, buffered bike lanes & bike boxes. 1

Cooper River Park Trail - from Grove Street to Challenge Grove the trail is being improved.
5 2

Chester County

Chester Valley Trail 

Phase 3 will open in the fall 1

Phase 4A – (current terminus to Route 30 bypass) funding in place 1

Phase 4B – (Route 30 bypass to Downingtown) C2P2 application submitted for feasibility 
study 1

Paoli Connector - Feasibility study underway 1

Schuylkill River Trail

Montclare Bridge – C2P2 application submitted for design; construction $ in place 1

Phoenixville 1 – Nearly complete; 1

Phoenixville 2 – Under construction; should be done by the end of 2014 1

Chester County Phase 2 – (Section on Norfolk Southern ROW); met with NS & Congressman 
Gerlach; NS will hire their own appraiser to ascertain selling price 1

Chester County Phase 2 – (PECO section) in preliminary design; still need to secure lease 1

Connection to 422 Bridge (in North Coventry) –connection is not included in PennDOT bridge 
project 1

SRT - Township line Road to 422 (Q20) 1

Struble Trail 

Struble Trail 2 – funding for feasibility study secured in 2013; study not started yet 1

6 6

Delaware County

East Coast Greenway

Industrial Heritage Parkway 2 – Construction to begin in 2014 1
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Riverwalk to Route 291 – Feasibility study complete but no design or engineering yet 1

Chester City Trail – title search will start in 2014 1

Darby Creek Bridge – under construction and should open in summer 2014 1

420 from Heinz to Tinicum Township – Should go to construction in 2014 1

Chester Creek 

Chester Creek Trail 1 - Phase 2 (Middletown and Aston) – Final design complete; almost ready 
to be bid; construction to begin in 2014 1

Chester Creek Trail 1 - Phase 1 – Feasibility study complete, but no engineering 1

Chester Creek Trail 2 (Chester City) applied for a C2P2 grant 1

Octoraro

Phase 1 - Chester Heights and Concord Townships applied for a 2014 C2P2 grant 1

Phase 2 – Chadds Ford applied for 2014 TAP to build pedestrian bridges over Harvey Run 
Creek 1

Newtown Square Branch

Upper Darby Township has completed feasibility study 1

Darby Creek Trail

Haverford Township has applied for DCNR funding to study segment over West Chester Pike 1

Haverford Township has applied for PECO funding to study how to get around several private 
properties near Burmount Road 1

Forge to Refuge Trail – 

Radnor Township commenced a feasibility study in Spring 2014 for two sections (near 
Villanova and from Havertown to Millbourne and Philadelphia) 1

10 4
Gloucester County

Gloucester County Connector - on road bike lanes are under construction 1

Glassboro Elk Trail - under design; construction funding in place; 2016 1

Rowan to Chestnut Branch - feasibility study complete; D/E and construction funding needed 1

Gateway Connector in Woodbury Heights to Mantua - striping project 1

Washington Lake Park - Atkinson Park Connector - needs funding 1
2 3

Mercer County

Lawrence Hopewell Trail

Province Line section – fully funded; awaiting historic clearance 1

Princeton Pike to Bannister Drive - still being studied 1

Hopewell 6 (Carter Road East and West) - Sale and conservation agreements needed 1

Hopewell 5 – County working on securing this segment 1

Delaware Heritage Trail
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Trenton section - from D&R canal to Delaware River Heritage Trail in Waterfront Park - 
feasibility needed 1

Trenton Riverfront Park to Canal Boulevard - study/design/construction needed   1
5 1

Montgomery County

Pennypack Trail 

Montgomery County Commissioners will be making an announcement soon about the four 
mile section from Lorimer Park to the Norfolk Southern rail line near Bucks County. 1

Montco Commissioners installed a pedestrian bridge over the Rockledge Tributary and Shady 
Lane in 2014. 1

Tookany Trail

PennDOT will be do a rehab of the Adams Road Bridge and improve the section of trail 
proximate to the project. 1

Cheltenham Township has construction funding for Phase III 1

Cross County Trail

Plymouth Township is conducting a feasibility study of the section from Germantown Pike to 
Joshua Road 1

The section from Joshua Road to Stenton Avenue is still under negotiations/discussion b/w 
Montco and Ernheim Farms. 1

Upper Dublin applied for a C2P2 grant and TAP grant for Virginia Drive 1

Liberty Bell

Lansdale applied for a C2P2 and TAP grants to build trail in the borough 1

Powerline Trail

Montgomery Township completed (Dec. 2013) its feasibility study on the segment from 202 
Parkway to existing Powerline trail in Horsham 1

Horsham Township recently completed missing link between Babylon Road to Kohler Park.

Chester Valley Trail

Entire trail is now one project and has undergone engineering.  The project should be 
advertised and construction started in 2015.  Construction funding is in place. 1

Schuylkill River Trail

Manayunk Bridge – Final coordination of construction funds is being worked out between 
PennDOT and the City of Philadelphia. Construction should start summer 2014 1

Cynwyd Spur – Feasibility study is underway.  Funding for design and construction not yet 
secured. 1

Betzwood trail head to Port Indian – just resurfaced by Montco 1

Canal Tow Path – Will go to construction in fall 2014. 1

Pottstown –  422 Bridge and Hanover Street
--Phase 1 - Hanover to Moser Road (along Industrial Highway) is in final design and should be 
under construction in 2015 1

--Phase 2 - Moser Road to 422 Bridge; needs engineering & construction funding; hopefully 
finished by 2017 1

7 9

Philadelphia

Poquessing Creek Trail
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Under construction 1

Tacony - Frankford Creek – 

PPR has applied for DCNR funding for design and TAP funding for construction from North 
Delaware to Armingo. 1

PennDOT is constructing the segment from Aramingo to Torresdale as part of the I-95 project. 1

PCPC’s feasibility study of the entire section is almost complete 
Aramingo to N. Delaware 1

Torresdale to Wingohocking; property acquisition 1

Pennypack Trail

Fox Chase Lorimer trail (fox chase station to Montco trail) – PCPC is applying for TCDI for 
feasibility study 1

State & Rhawn sidepath preliminary design - will need design/build funding 1

East Coast Greenway

Baxter Trail – scheduled to be advertised May 2014; bid in summer 2014; go to construction 
in fall of 2014 1

Tacony-Holmesburg Gap – in design; should be complete in early 2016; construction funding 
will be needed 1

K&T Trail – split into two phases 
Phase 1 from Magee to boat launch is fully designed; should go to construction in late Fall 1

Phase 2 from Princeton Ave to Magee has site control issues 1

North Bridesburg - no alignment; no property acquired; Streets Dept is lead sponsor; is a road 
project 1

South Bridesburg - Gap 1 – ongoing PennDOT project 1

Richmond Street Trail – ongoing PennDOT project 1

Central Delaware Waterfront (Richmond Street to Penn Treaty Park) – conceptual design 
completed; but ROW issues exist; construction funding will be needed. 1

Penn Treaty to Sugarhouse – Sugarhouse is building trail on their property; DRWC will start 
on final design on other section will start later in 2014 1

Sugarhouse to Penn Street– Sugarhouse will start construction when CSO work is completed.
Spring Garden Greenway - need final design and construction 1

Spring Garden to Eakins Oval – bike lanes and signage from 23rd and Spring Garden to Kelly 
Drive and 25th (Joan of Arc entrance to trail) are being installed this spring/summer by Streets 
Dept with WP funding 1

Cobbs Creek Connector - 
Segment A - in Final Design for that segment and have funding for construction. 1
Segment B - application submitted to complete Preliminary Design of this segment from PA DEP’s CZM 
program and DCNR’s C2P2 program. 1

Segment C has two routes: an on-road preliminary route and an off-road long term route. The long-term 
route is in the EPA Superfund site and will not come about until after remediation has occurred, and 
hopefully EPA will build the trail into their remediation. The on-road route will be a combination of 
signage/sharrows/possibly bike lanes through local streets in the neighborhood for the time being. 1
Segment D is the “gateway to the Heinz” a cycletrack along Lindbergh Boulevard approaching the Heinz. 
Funding in hand for Final Design, but construction funding is needed. 1

Eastwick Connector - Design funding in hand, but construction funding is needed. 1

Central Delaware

Spring Garden to Washington Avenue – DRWC is going into final design; construction funding 
will be needed 1

Race Street connector – sidepath going west, starting construction in 2014 1

Florist Street connector – DRWC is applying for planning $ to study 1
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Washington to Pier 70 – in final design; construction is funded.  1

Schuylkill River Trail/East Coast Greenway

Boardwalk – Under construction; late 2014 ribbon cutting anticipated 1

South to Christian – Funding in place for construction; late 2015 completion 1

Christian to Gray’s Ferry Crescent – applied for C2P2 for feasibility study 1

Gray’s Ferry Crossing – design complete; seeking construction funding 1 1

Bartram’s Mile – construction will be phased; hoping to open a section by 2015; some 
additional construction funding might be necessary 1

Schuylkill River Trail

Ivy Ridge Trail – feasibility study is complete; design and construction funding will be needed. 1

Wissahickon Gateway – site control issues still being worked out between PPR, PECO and 
SEPTA; PPR has funding in hand for engineering only.  Engineering will start once ROW issue 
is settled.  Construction funding will be needed. 1

Bartram’s to Passyunk –  feasibility study going to start soon; design and construction funding 
will be needed. 1

Passyunk to Fort Mifflin (Airport Trail) -  PCPC submitting TCDI application for feasibility 
study 1

Cresheim Trail

The city is negotiating with PECO on the right-of-way lease agreement and bridge acquisition. 
A one-mile loop trail has been built with connections to the Wissahickon Trails and Allen Lane 
train station. Next segment for groundbreaking will connect the current loop trail with the 
future alignment to the north on the PECO owned railroad right-of-way. 1

West Park 

Parkside Cynwyd Trail - Pumptrack to County line along SEPTA ROW – PCPC is applying for 
TCDI for feasibility study 1
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Greater Circuit Counties

Berks County

Schuylkill River Trail

Reading to Hamburg -- Two trail miles began to go under construction last year around 
Leesport Borough.  The work, which includes two trail pieces and an on-road segment through 
the Borough, is slated for completion and dedication this summer. 1

Leesport - additional half mile needs acquisition and design/construction. 1

Thun Trail - Monocacy Crossing PA 724 Bridge - Pre-engineering work to be completed 2014, 
and be ready for environmental, design, and construction funds in 2015.  Cost will include 
removal of debris from existing Douglassville river bridge and rehabilitation. 1
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Thun Trail - Feasibility and pre-engineering work for the Schuylkill River Trail and East Main 
Street (PA 724) intersection near Monocacy Station in Union Township, Berks County is 
underway. The original railroad bridge was removed after the Contrail line was abandoned., 
leaving steep trail sides that empty to an on-grade crossing. The feasibility work will 
determine the type, size, and location of a replacement overhead bridge structure. 1

3 1

Schuylkill County

Schuylkill River Trail 

Bartram Section -- Auburn Bridge is finished. One more bridge in the Auburn area needs to be built 
and a second bridge to acquire and swap with construction of a new railroad spur. 1

Auburn area - Trail property acquisition work, including title research, surveys, and appraisals 
has begun.  Over 18 properties and easements will be needed, involving many private and 
public property owners over the next two years to construct three trail miles.

1
Landingville to Schuylkill Haven - No estimate yet. Acquisition funds in hand.  Anticipated start 
of design, assuming a funding source, is 2016

1

3

Total # of Segments in PA-Core 
Circuit that need funding 61
Total Number of Segments in 
NJ-Core Circuit that need 
funding 14
Total # of Segments in Core 
Circuit Counties that need 
funding 75
Total # of Core Circuit Segments 
that are funded 43

Total # of Segments in Greater 
Circuit Counties that need 
funding 6
Total # of Segments in Core and 
Greater Circuit that need 
funding 81



Name: Madeline Bell (The Children's Hospital of Philadelphia)

County: Various Counties

Project Title: Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP) Line Item

MPMS ID: 64984

Comment:

Thank you for adding $1 Million towards the Circuit in the 2015-1018 TIP. I support additional regional funding for the Circuit. I 
support funding for all trails in general, and the proposed Schuylkill River Swing Bridge project (Project No. 102274) in particular. It 
will increase pedestrian traffic across the Schuylkill river and decrease vehicle traffic from center city to University City allowing more 
Children's Hospital of Philadelphia and Univeristy of Penn Employees to walk and bike to work. Thank you
Comment ID: 587

Item ID# C.336, C.362

Name: Julie Slavet (TTF Watershed Partnership)

County: Various Counties

Project Title: Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP) Line Item

MPMS ID: 64984

Comment:

Thank you for adding $1 Million towards the Circuit in the 2015-1018 TIP. The TTF Watershed Partnership supports additional 
regional funding for the Circuit through all available funding sources. The network of multi-use trails being designed and 
implemented through this regional partnership will greatly expand the opportunities for recreation, nonhighway transportation, and 
access to and use of open green space. This investment will enhance the quality of life in our communities by: providing access to 
the environmental and recreational assets offered by our creeks and parks; encouraging economic growth in older towns and cities; 
and attracting new residential and pedestrian-scale commercial development to the neighborhoods and communities along the 
Circuit. Numerous key projects in the Circuit require design and construction funding to keep the momentum moving forward for this 
long-term vision. We strongly encourage the DVRPC to provide a higher level of funding in the next years to advance this vision and 
strengthen the region.
Comment ID: 639

Item ID# C.337
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June 30, 2014 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the draft FY2015-2018 Transporta-
tion Improvement Program.  The following comments are submitted by Debby 
Schaaf and Dennis Winters on behalf of Feet First Philly (a project of the Clean 
Air Council): 
 
General Comment: Consider Leading Pedestrian Intervals where wide turning radii encourage 
high-speed turns. 
 
General Comment: More consideration should be given to using median refuge islands at inter-
sections with long pedestrian crossings. Given that medians and pedestrian crossing islands have 
been identified by FHWA as one of nine “Proven Safety Countermeasures” and that only 3 of the 
9 countermeasures address pedestrian safety, median refuge islands should be more widely used. 
 
General Comment: I-95 projects that impact the local street network should seek to improve 
conditions for pedestrians, for example, through intersection safety, better lighting, new or up-
graded sidewalks, and enhancing connections to transit.  
 
Specific Project Comments: 
 
MPMS 17511 City Ave o/SEPTA (bridge) – The bridge rebuild should consider pedestrian stair 
and ramp connections to both the existing Bala Regional Rail Station and the proposed Parkside-
City Line multi-use trail.    
 
MPMS 17581 Bells Mill Road - Project design should consider a shared use sidepath on one side 
of the road in lieu of sidewalks on both sides. 
 
MPMS 17622 Adams Avenue Bridge Over Tacony Creek SR:1002 - Because the 22.5-foot trav-
el way width of the existing stone-arch bridge provides no room for minimal pedestrian accom-
modation, bridge replacement should include sufficient width for the construction of sidewalks.   
 
MPMS 17697 Island Avenue Signal Upgrade SR:3013 –  Feet First Philly supports the pedestri-
an improvements include implifying intersections and extending curbs; we also recommend that 
improvements consider SEPTA’s plan for new ADA accessible trolleys . Consider Leading Pe-
destrian Intervals where wide turning radii encourage high-speed turns. 
 

Philadelphia 
135 South 19th St 
Suite 300 
Philadelphia, PA 19103 
215.567.4004 
Fax 215.567.5791 
members@cleanair.org 
www.cleanair.org 

 
Harrisburg 
107 North Front St. 
Suite 113 
Harrisburg, PA 17101 
717.230.8806 
Fax 717.230.8808 
 
Wilmington 
Community Service Build 
100 West 10th St. 
Suite 106 
Wilmington, DE 19801 
302.691.0112 
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MPMS 17816 Chestnut Street Bridges at 30th Street - The sidewalks on the Chestnut Street 
bridges should be widened to match the Walnut Street bridge, and they should have a walking 
zone of 6 feet clear of any obstructions. The curb radii at the intersection of Chestnut Street and 
Schuylkill Avenue should be tightened as much as possible. 
 
 
MPMS 48193 Allen’s Lane Bridge over SEPTA R8 Rail Line  - The existing sidewalk on the 
north side is very narrow, approximately 3’. The proposed sidewalk width is 8’ for both side-
walks, to match the approach sidewalks. The design should ensure that a walking zone of 6’ is 
maintained clear of all obstructions, on both sidewalks. 
 
MPMS 57276 Montgomery Avenue Bridge Over AMTRAK at 30th Street (CB)  SR:7301 – 
Bridge replacement should include standard width sidewalks and sidewalk replacement on ap-
proaches from both W. Greenwood Avenue on the east and W. Sedgley Avenue on the west. 
 
MPMS 57897 Haverford Avenue Signal Modernization -Consider Leading Pedestrian Intervals 
where wide turning radii encourage high-speed turns. 
 
MPMS 57901 Lincoln Drive - The west side sidewalk should be widened and converted to a 
shared use path, as recommended in the Pedestrian and Bicycle Plan and the Philadelphia Trail  
Master Plan, in order to connect Rittenhouse Town with Wayne Avenue. 
 
MPMS 61712 North Delaware Riverfront Greenway/Heritage Trail/K&T Line Item – While pro-
ject components currently call for 12-foot multiple use trail, experience on similar trail projects 
elsewhere in Philadelphia indicate this width will quickly become inadequate from demand on 
the facility. A 16-foot paved trail should be seriously considered in order to provide safety for all 
users once the full 9-mile trail is completed. (MPMS 61712 contains funding for all four sections 
represented by the MPMS#’s 61712, 79830, 79832, and 79833) 
 
MPMS 69828 Market Street Bridges Over Schuylkill River and CSX Railroad - To meet the 
City’s sidewalk design standards for Market Street, which is classified as a Civic/Ceremonial 
Street, the design should ensure that a walking zone of 10’ or 1/2 the total sidewalk width, 
whichever is greater, is maintained clear of all obstructions, on both sidewalks. 
 
MPMS 69913 Grays Ferry Avenue Bridge Over Schuylkill River SR:3021 – While the existing 
bridge offers one-way bike lanes on each side of travel way, pedestrians are limited to just one 5’ 
wide sidewalk. We understand that the south side of the bridge will be built with a shared use 
sidepath to accommodate both pedestrians and bicyclists. Bridge reconstruction should include 
sufficient width to provide expand the north sidewalk. If the north sidewalk will have any fur-
nishings such as lights or sign poles installed in it, it will need extra width. Bridge approach 
sidewalks should be provided where non-existent. 
 
MPMS 69914 Fifth Street Over Conrail (Bridge) – Once bridge is removed, new roadway should 
include standard width sidewalks with 6’ of walkway width.  All sidewalks along new roadway 
between West Bristol and Hunting Park should be of standard width and repaired or replaced 
where necessary. 
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MPMS 74828 American Cities/Safe Routes to School Phase 3 - , Now that most schools have 
school flashers, we support the use of these funds for traffic calming and other safety improve-
ments that can benefit pedestrians, among others. 
 
MPMS 70014 Center City Signal Improvements - Consider Leading Pedestrian Intervals where 
wide turning radii encourage high-speed turns. 
 
MPMS 70243 American Street Streetscape - The excessive crossing distance on American Street 
should be reduced wherever possible through measures such as curb extensions. 
 
MPMS 72597 Ben Franklin Bridge Operational Improvements - This project needs to factor in 
pedestrian and bicycle movement through the area and to and from the bridge walkways, particu-
larly the south walkway. Several recommendations are included in Appendix E of the Philadel-
phia Pedestrian and Bicycle Plan. 
 
MPMS 78758 JFK Boulevard Bridges over 21st/22nd/23rd Streets - We support this project in-
cluding a shared use side path on the north sidewalk. Will the project include a ramp and stair-
way connection to 22nd Street? 
 
MPMS 78764 W. Girard Avenue Over CSX (Bridge) – Sidewalks are a major connection be-
tween the Parkside neighborhood and Fairmount Park west and the Philadelphia Zoo. Sidewalks 
included in rehabilitation or replacement of bridge should include sidewalks of sufficient width 
to provide a minimum of  “walking zone” width of 6 feet.  
 
MPMS 80054 Bridges over Vine Expressway (I-676) - Part 3 - We support this project for its 
many benefits but, as final design advances, we urge that the public be consulted on any change 
that might affect pedestrian circulation through the intersection. 
 
MPMS 80104 Henry Avenue Corridor Safety Improvements  SR:3009 - We support the pedes-
trian signals and bumpouts. We assume that “advance pedestrian signal timing” means Leading 
Pedestrian Intervals, and we support this where wide turning radii encourage high-speed turns. 
Median refuge islands should be considered at excessively wide crossings, and particularly 
where widening is envisioned, such as the intersection with Hunting Park Avenue. Final design 
of the Henry Avenue improvements should be coordinated with any findings of the ongoing 
Lower Northwest District Plan being conducted by the Philadelphia City Planning Commission. 
What is the purpose of the proposed tree removal, and what will be the effect on pedestrians 
walking along Henry Avenue, given the fact that Henry Avenue is missing sidewalks for much 
of its length? 
 
MPMS 81292 Frankford Ave/Frankford Creek (bridge)–  The designs for this bridge should con-
sider the proposed Frankford Creek Greenway which will run along the creek below this bridge.  
The bridge design should include stair and ramp connections.  Additionally sidewalk conditions 
leading up to this bridge are very poor and should be upgraded as a part of this project.   
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MPMS 85417 Allegheny Avenue Safety Improvements - Installing median refuge islands should 
be considered instead of fences. Given the number of unsignalized intersections on Allegheny 
Avenue, many of the observed mid-block crossings may not be illegal. Consider Leading Pedes-
trian Intervals where wide turning radii encourage high-speed turns. 
 
MPMS 85419 Erie Avenue Broad to K St - Consider Leading Pedestrian Intervals where wide 
turning radii encourage high-speed turns. The intersection of Erie/2nd/Sedgley needs simplifica-
tion to improve safety. 
 
MPMS 87107 School District of Philadelphia Improvement Round 1 - Are all the sidewalk re-
pairs to be done on sidewalks immediately adjacent to the school properties or will consideration 
be given to improving the walking route on nearby sidewalks that lead to the school and which 
may be in far worse condition? 
 
MPMS 88767 Bridges over Vine Expressway (I-676) - Part 1 - The curb radii on both northeast 
and northwest corners of the intersection of the Vine Expressway with 22nd Street should be 
tightened to shorten pedestrian crossing distances and reduce turning speed. Also, we request 
that the project descriptions for this and related projects be clarified. For example, preliminary 
engineering for the 21st and 22nd St bridges is covered under MPMS 80054, but what about fi-
nal design? What happened to Part 2? The Spring Garden bridge has been broken out to two 
MPMS numbers that are the same. 
 
MPMS 90482 North Delaware Riverfront Greenway (TIGER) – Trail construction between Al-
legheny Avenue and Lewis Street should be of sufficient width to provide for safe use by pedes-
trians and bicyclists alike.  Given the use seen on similar multiple use trails elsewhere in the city, 
a minimum width of 16 feet should be considered. 
 
MPMS 92376 Walnut Lane Bridge over Wissahickon - Some of the approach sidewalks are in 
very poor condition and should be upgraded with this project. 
 
MPMS 96223 Philadelphia Signal Retiming - Consider Leading Pedestrian Intervals where wide 
turning radii encourage high-speed turns. 
 
MPMS 98207 I-95 Congestion Management –  Congestion mitigation for I-95 should also sup-
port non-motorized transportation travel options to SEPTA’s regional rail stations including im-
proved or new sidewalk connections, improving intersections for pedestrian and cyclists near 
stations, and providing upgraded bus passenger shelters for intersecting lines.    
 
MPMS 102102 North Delaware Avenue Phase 1B – Inasmuch as the new “River Road” is to 
provide an alternative to the North Delaware Greenway both during the greenway’s construction 
and after its completion, the project should provide sidewalks of sufficient width to provide for 
higher than normal use by pedestrians and families with strollers, etc. 
 
MPMS 102279 Traffic Calming Program (ARLE 4) - We support this program of traffic calming 
and safety measures. 
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MPMS 102280 Broad Street Pedestrian Crossing Improvements (ARLE 4) - We support the re-
placement of Z-block crosswalks with asphalt and standard markings where it is cost-effective. 
We also support the test of a partially raised crosswalk in lieu of a standard ADA ramp and be-
lieve that similar alternatives should be tested elsewhere in the City. 
 
MPMS 48711, 79908, 79910 I-95 Bridge Street Interchange projects - The Bridge Street inter-
change project should be designed to improve pedestrian safety and mobility on the street net-
work in the immediate vicinity. Current conditions include missing sidewalks, crosswalks, and 
pedestrian signals; excessively long crossing distances; poor visibility; and an inaccessible bus 
stop. Recommendations for improvements are included in Appendix D of the Philadelphia Pe-
destrian and Bicycle Plan. 
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Col:.hedrol Pork CommL.II"""il:.~ Development.. Corporobon 

"Resl:.ormg /:.he geps 

DVRPC 
Attn.: Elizabeth Schoonmaker 
Manager, Office of Capital Programs 
190 N. Independence Mall West, 8th Floor, 
Philadelphia, PA 19106-'1520 

Dear Ms. Schoonmaker: 

R.E. MPMS# 17829 52nd/Lancaster Ave. Enhancements SR:0030 

June 2, 2014 

It has come to our attention that the DVRPC has a project in their pipeline to improve the 
intersection of 52"d Street and Lancaster Avenue. As this is the largest intersection in our 
service area, we are of course, very interested. 

This is a proposal that we did some time ago. It also needs to be noted that two recent 
projects have already resulted in streetscape improvements, both on 52"d Street, and 
Lancaster Avenue. Sidewalks were replaced, litter baskets supplied, and trees planted. 
Unfortunately, the primary need here, that of improving traffic flow, has been entirely 
neglected. Additionally, there has been no coordination of work or adherence to a master 
plan with the result that some improvements need to be demolished and redone a short 
distance away. 

The fundamental need is to provide for two through traffic lanes entering and exiting the 
intersection from every direction to speed traffic flow. Both bus pulloffs and a trolley pull
over are needed and we have proposed these. as well as a mini-transfer station and pe
destrian islands. Signage is not a significant issue here. Signalization should be repro
grammed. 



Item ID# C.369

Please see the enclosed project plans for details. 

In sum, the project as described needs to be refocused away from simply streetscape 
improvements, to intersection redesign. 

We look forward to working with you to improve West Philadelphia. 

Please note that I will be away until June 23'd so my reply to your response will be 
delayed. 

Yours truly, 

-' 
Mark Frog Harris, President 
Ofc. 215\685-5340 
Cell 302\897-3458 
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52nd & Lancaster Intersection Modernization Project 

Last updated July 5h, 2012 

By Mark Frog Harris 

Intersection Description -The intersection of 52"d Street and Lancaster Avenue is a 
major one in West Philadelphia. 52"d Street is the largest North\South thoroughfare in 
West Philadelphia. There is no other North\South route above Lancaster Avenue be
tween Belmont Avenue to the East and 59th Street to the West as the Mainline railroad 
tracks just to the north create a barrier. This combination of a major route and lack of 

alternatives make this a choke point where traffic backs up. 

Lancaster and Girard Avenues are the largest East\ West thoroughfares above Market 
Street and share the designation of U.S. Highway 30. U.S. 30 is the historic route to the 

Midwest from Philadelphia. It is now primarily a local route as modern highways and in
terstates have since been constructed, but it still carries significant traffic. Complicating 
this intersection is the presence of another major street - Lansdowne Avenue which ori
ginates here, runs westward and then southwesterly to the suburbs. The #10 trolley 
route also turns here. 

Of course, with these major streets, this is also a transportation junction. Lancaster\ 
Lansdowne Avenues have a trolley route (as does Girard Avenue, just to the south at 
this point) and 52nd Street has 24 hour bus service. A closed railroad station exists 

immediately to the north of the intersection over the elevated tracks. 

Problems - Traffic often backs up here, in all directions, particularly at rush hour. This 
has recently been aggravated by the completion of a large shopping center immediately 
to the north of the railroad tracks. Traffic flow is also impeded by trolleys and buses 
stopping for passengers which blocks a traffic lane, or two, in case of the westbound 
trolleys, which may block all traffic in that direction. This intersection is not particularly 
pedestrian friendly because of its width and the need of public transit passengers to 
cross to transfer, often twice, that is both East\West and North\South. 

Design Principles -The application of specific design principles can greatly improve 
the function of this intersection. They are: 

1) Have more than one lane for traffic to accumulate in while waiting for the light. 

2) Have space for more than one lane of traffic to clear the intersection after going 
through. 

3) Facilitate left-turning vehicles so they don't block traffic. 
,.... 4) Have left-turn lanes where feasible. 

5) Make traffic flow natural 
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6) Keep public transit vehicles from blocking traffic while loading and unloading. 
7) Space public transit transfer stops closely together to minimize the need for 

passengers to cross streets. 
8) Protect pedestrians. 
9) Keep bicycles away from heavy traffic as much as possible. 

Proposed Changes - Specific applications of these principles are to: 

1) Widen the roadway and change lane usage to have two lanes approaching from 
all five directions. 

2) Widen the roadway and change lane usage to have two lanes exiting the inter
section for all five directions. 

3) Add early and late left-turn light cycles to flush turning vehicles from traffic lanes. 
4) Create east and westbound left-turn lanes. (North and southbound already have 

them and there is very little left-turn traffic from Lansdowne Avenue.) 
5) Because 52"d Street has a noticeable bend as it crosses Lancaster Avenue, 

curve the north\south traffic lanes. This also facilitates widening the intersection. 
6) Create a bus shelter and small support businesses on the southeast comer of 

the intersection with a bump-in for northbound buses and a pull-over for east
bound trolleys. Remaining space could become public parking. If this lot is 

•. developed, the transit amenities can be incorporated into the ground floor. 
7) Create an island for westbound trolleys on the east side of the intersection and 

keep the southbound bus stop on the south side of the intersection. This puts all 
public transit traffic stops towards the southeast quadrant of the intersection. 

8) Besides the above trolley island, add small pedestrian refuges in the middle of 
52"d Street above and below Lancaster Avenue. 

9) Move the westbound bicycle lanes to Merion Avenue and the eastbound ones to 
Warren and Master Streets. Move the westbound bikeway to the sidewalk west 
of 52"d Street on the north side of Lancaster Avenue until the end of the double 
lanes (merging area). Move the eastbound bikeway west of 53rd Street to the 
sidewalk in front of the school beginning before the double lanes. 

Parking - No parking will be permitted within the bounds of the intersection except for: 

• North side of Lancaster between New Deal Lumber's entrance and west to 
their property line 

• West side of 52"d Street south of the bus stop immediately below 
Lancaster Avenue. 

Lane Markings: 

• Lancaster Avenue westbound before 52"d Street -left turn only arrow in left lane, 
straight only arrow in center lane, and right or straight arrows in right lane 
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• Lancaster Avenue eastbound before 52"d Street and Lansdowne - left turn only 
arrows in left lane, straight arrow in middle lane, and straight and right turn 
arrows in right-hand lane 

• Lancaster Avenue eastbound before 52nd Street -lane markings same as above 

• Lansdowne Avenue eastbound before Lancaster Avenue- right turn only arrows 
in right lane, right then left a-rrows t n-left lane (52nd StreerNB only) 

• 52nd Street southbound at Lancaster - left tum only arrows in left lane. straight 
arrows in center two lanes, and right turn only arrows in righ t two lanes, bus only 
markings alongside west side traffic island 

• 52nd Street southbound immediately below Lancaster - bus only markings 
alongside west side curb above parking strip, straight only arrows in center lane, 
and left turn only arrows in left lane 

• 52"" Street northbound at Lancaster - left turn only arrows in left lane, straight 
arrows in center lane, and straight or right turn arrows in right hand lane 

• Bicycle lanes -There are no bicycle lanes within the intersection as heavy traffic 
and complete roadway width use make them unsafe. Bicycle traffic shares side
walk width north and southbound on 52"d Street above and below Lancaster 
Avenue (sidewalks are a minimum of 15' wide here) and is diverted around it 
westbound on Merion Avenue and eastbound via 53'd. Warren, and Master 
Streets. Bicycle lane markings are green. 

Signage: 

• 5100 block of Lancaster Avenue north side west of New Deal Lumber property 
line - no parking, stopping, or standing 

• 5100 block of Lancaster Avenue north side in front of New Deal Lumber - no 
parking, stopping, or standing after 4:30 PM 

• 5100 block of Lancaster Avenue eastbound or south side from Bibleway to 100' 
east of it - no parking during rush hours 

• 5100 block of Lancaster Avenue eastbound or south side from 1 00' east of 
Bibleway - permit parking at all times 

• 5100 block of Lancaster Avenue eastbound or south side from Bibleway to 52"" 
Street - no parking, or standing (people may need to stop to discharge passen
gers when trolleys are not present so stopping is OK) 
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• Lancaster Avenue westbound before 52"d Street -left turn only overhead sign 
above left lane, straight arrow over center lane, straight or right tum arrows over 
right-hand lane 

• Lancaster Avenue eastbound before Lansdowne Avenue and also before 52nd 
Street - left turn only overhead signs above left lane, straight arrow over center 
lane, straight or right turn arrows ove·r right-hanCIIa'ne 

• Lansdowne Avenue eastbound before Lancaster Avenue - right turn only arrows 
above right lane, right then left turn arrows above left lane (52"d Street NB only) 

• 52nd Street southbound at Lancaster -left turn only arrows above left lane, 
straight arrows above center two lanes. and right turn only arrows above right 
two lanes 

• 52nd Street southbound immediately below Lancaster - bus only signs alongside 
west side curb above parking strip 

• 52"d Street northbound at Lancaster - left turn only arrows above left lane, 
straight arrows above center lane, and straight or right turn arrows above right 
hand lane 

Right-of -way Changes: 

• 52"d Street northbound below Lancaster Avenue - narrow sidewalk alongside 
library 2' to allow for a second lane of through traffic. The current curb lane is 
suitable for parking only, which does not occur. Widen roadway past the library 
to allow for a left turn lane approaching Lancaster Avenue; add a pull-off for the 
northbound SEPTA bus. This is currently a vacant lot. The owner is in accord 
with the plan (and wants to develop the lot, but it is too small for his purpose). 

• 52"d Street northbound above Lancaster Avenue - widen the roadway to the 
easternmost arc (see graphics) to straighten the traffic flow through the intersec
tion and allow for moving the southbound left turn lane over to make room for a 
second southbound through lane, narrow sidewalk from 20' to 15'. King's gas 
station owner is in accord with this plan and wants to see improvements. 

• 52"d Street southbound above Lancaster Avenue - widen the roadway to the 
westernmost arc (see graphics) around and approaching the island to allow for 
two right turn lanes, narrow sidewalk from 20' to 15'. Sunoco has been apprised 
of this plan, but has made no response. 

• 52nd Street southbound below Lancaster Avenue - no changes 
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• Lancaster Avenue eastbound before Lansdowne Avenue - no changes 

• Lancaster Avenue eastbound before 52"d Street- narrow sidewalk 2' to allow for 
two minimum width through lanes beside the left turn lane (existing businesses 
prevent more sidewalk narrowing), move all street furniture (poles and signs) to 
curb edge to distance pedestrians from-the immediately -adjacent trolleys 

• Lancaster Avenue-eastbound before Bibleway - move curb line in 2' to allow for 
two minimum width lanes beside the trolley stop curb lane. The lot owner is in 
accord with the mini transit station concept. 

• Lancaster Avenue eastbound after Bibleway - no changes 

• Lancaster Avenue westbound before King's gas station (alongside New Deal 
Lumber) - move curb and property line up (roughly north) 6' to maintain loading 
area for customers and allow for two lanes of through traffic approaching new 
minimal size trolley island and additional traffic build-up area for the right-hand 
lane during the evening rush hour after New Deal closes. New Deal is willing if 
they come out financially whole or better. The sidewalk is wide enough to take 6' 
off of it if negotiations fail. 

"\ • Lancaster Avenue westbound before 52"d Street- Widen roadway 12' and move 
narrowed sidewalk up to allow for two lanes of through traffic alongside new mini
mal size trolley island. (See King above.) 

• Lancaster Avenue westbound after 52"d Street - widen roadway 6' exiting the 
intersection narrowing down to zero past the gas station to facilitate two lanes of 
through traffic merging together after clearing the intersection. (See Sunoco 
above.) 

• Lansdowne Avenue eastbound before Lancaster Avenue - narrow sidewalk 2' 
from 53r<1 Street to Lancaster to allow two lanes of traffic to build up 

• Lansdowne Avenue westbound west of Lancaster Avenue-widen roadway 6' 
exiting the intersection narrowing down to zero past the stores. The owner and 
his tenant are favorable. 

• Note: there are no structures in any of the proposed right-of-way change areas. 

Shared sidewalks: 

• Are marked with bicycle symbols at intervals 

• Have a green separator line. 



Item ID# C.369

~ \ 
• Have signposts and small and narrow street furniture like light poles and fireplugs 

moved to the separator line to promote separation of bicycles (and other wheeled 
non-motorized traffic) from pedestrians. 

• Large street furniture, e.g. mailboxes, benches, baskets, is placed away from the 
street. 

• The sidewalk on1he east side of 52"d north of the rearentrance toihe shopping 
center will need to be widened. There is sufficient space for this. 

Updates: At the Rt. 30 Corridor meeting of the DVRPC in November, 2010, a 
suggestion was received to add a trolley stop at the SEC of 53rd and Lansdowne. This 
is not workable, as detailed elsewhere. 

It was also suggested that greening the vacant lot there would be beneficial. This is 
true, but would have to be limited to the northern edge as it is used for parking. Later 
discussions with WPFSI revealed a plan to entirely redevelop the south side of the 
intersection. These would remove this corner and render these two points moot. 

The author came up with the idea of moving the WB trolley tracks two feet to the north 
to allow for a wider EB to go north left-turn lane on Lancaster Avenue. This would make 

' sense. However, if a recent redevelopment plan changes the south side of the 
intersection it would be a moot point so it has not been included as of this point. 

Update- WPFSI: This original plan took as a given that the buildings on the south side 
of the intersection between Lansdowne Avenue and 52nd Street would remain. WPFSI 
has been trying to trigger new construction at this intersection. Their plans call for 
redevelopment of this side of the intersection. This would be beneficial as the roadway 
could then be widened southward, and not only to the north. 

Another one of their ideas is been to reroute Lansdowne Avenue so it connects to Lan
caster Avenue closer to 54111 Street. This would simplify the main intersection at 52"d 
and Lancaster by making it four-way, instead of five-way. It also would allow a much 
longer build-up area for east to northbound vehicles. Additionally, the immediate lane 
change, or crossover from Lansdowne Avenue eastbound to turn left on Lancaster 
Avenue to go northbound on 52"d Street would be eliminated. 

They have had renderings made by Philadelphia University students showing new 
construction. Of particular interest was a plan to reroute Lansdowne Avenue to 
Lancaster Avenue by terminating Lansdowne Avenue where the animal hospital was 
and constructing a new roadway through that property to across from the western end 
of the Sunoco gas station. A connector ramp would be built from southbound 52nd 
Street around the back of the Sunoco gas station. This is intended to allow this traffic to 
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Roadway Usage 
North facing 

52nd St. at North end of NWC Island 

-· 

Rt Rt. Turn Left Rt. Turn SB Thru, Rt. SB Thru, Left SB Left Turn NB Thru. Left NB Thru, Rt. 
11 11 12 12 10 12 12 

52nd St. at North side of Lancaster 
Old Ped Island SB Thru, Rt. SB Thru. Left SB Left Turn NB Thru, Left NB Thru, Rt. 

0 12 12 12 12 12 
52nd Stat South side of Lancaster 

Total Width Source Ped. Time 
Less Existing 

= Additional 
80 60 20 6' from E side, 14' from W side 22.9 

/eaves 14' sidewalk onE side 
IF no new·curve 

60 60 0 17.1 

SB Bus Stop SB Merge SB Thru NB Left Turn Ped. Island NB Thru. Left NB Thru, Rt. Bus Bumpln 
15 12 12 12 6 12 12 14 95 50 

7 6 14 27 

52nd St. at Media 
W. side pkg. 

8 
SB Thru SB Left Turn NB Thru, Left NB Thru. Rt. 

12 10 11 11 
West facing 

Lancaster at East side of 52nd St 
Trolley Lane EB Thru, Rt. EB Thru. Left WB Left Turn Trolley Island WB Thru, Left WB Thru, Rt. 

9 8 10 9 6 10 10 
Lancaster at West side of 52nd Street 

EB Thru, Rt. EB Thru. Left EB Left Turn WB l eft Tum WB Thru, Left WB Thru, Rt. 
10 10 8 8 10 10 

Lancaster at West side of Lansdowne 
EB Thru, Rt. EB Thru. Left 

12 12 
Lancaster 100' West of Lansdowne 

EB Thru, Rt. EB Thru. left 

WB Thru, Left WB Thru, Rt. 
14 12 

WB Thru Bicycle 

52 50 

62 50 

56 50 

50 50 

Parking 
12 12 14 4 8 50 50 

lansdowne at Lancaster 
EB Thru . Rt. EB .Thru. Left WB Thru, left WB Thru, Rt. 

45 Ped. lsi. is in Skew Adjustment 27.1 
Less Total Adjs., Inc Bus Stops 

18 = Net additional street width on E side. 
This comes from the new curve. 

2 2' from E side 14.9 
Sidewalk is narrowed from 15 to 13'. 

12 2' from S side, 1 0' from N side 17.7 
S side sidewalk is narrowed. 
N side Rt. Of Way is widened 

6 2' from S side, 4' from N side 16.0 
S side sidewalk is narrowed. 
N side Rt. or Way is widened 

0 14.3 

Bike lane returns to street from 
0 sidewalk. 14.3 

10 10 10 10 40 34 6 6' from N side 11.4 
N side Rt. Of Way is widened. 

Note: Pedestrian speed Is limited to 3.5 feet per second. 
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52nd & Lancaster Light Timing 

-----------Lansdown - Lancaster Light---------·----- ------------------------52nd & Lancaster Light····-·-·······-···········- Walk 
Lndn. EB SB from 52 Lctr. EB Lclr. WB Island Walk NB NB Left Tn.SB SB Left Tn. EB WB Dir. 

Color Time Color Time Color Time Color Time Color Time Color Time Color Time Color Time Color Time Color Time Color Time 
Cycle Step Number: Cycle Step Number: 

+ 
1 G 5RD 5RD 5G 5WB 
2Y 4RD 4RD 4Y 40 
3R 38GW 38GW 38 R 380 
4R 4YD 4GW 4G 40 
5G 5RD SRD SG SWB 
6Y 4RD 4RD 4Y 40 
7G SGW SRD 5R 50 
8Y 4YD 4RO 4 R 40 
9R 38 RD 38GW 38 G 38 WB 

10 R 4RD 4YD 4Y 40 
11 G 5GW SRO SR 50 
12 y 4YD 4 RO 4R 40 

120 120 120 120 

Variables: 
Name Value In seconds Label 
Advance Turn Time 
Late Tum Time 
Clear Time\Yellow Light Time 
Proceed Time, Long 
Proceed Time, Short 
Wait Time 

5 AdvTurnVal 
5 Late TurnVal 
4 ClearVal 

38 PcdVaiLg 
30 PcdVaiSh 

5 WaltVal 

5RD 5G 
4RD 4Y 

38GW 38R 
4YD 4R 
SRD SG 
4RD 4Y 
5RD 5R 
4RD 4R 

38 RD 38 R 
4RD 4 R 
SRD SR 
4RD 4R 

120 120 

Light Color Codes: 
Y- Yellow\Amber 
G- Green 
R- Red 
W -Walk 
D -Don't Walk 

5RD 5G 
4RD 4Y 

38GW 38 R 
4YD 4R 
SRD SG 
4RD 4Y 
SRD SR 
4RD 4R 

38 RD 38 R 
4RD 4R 
5RD SR 
4RD 4R 

120 120 

B - Bicycles Closs 52nd Street . WB 

Notes: There is NO separate light cycle for Lansdowne Avenue traffic as it gets an opportunity to flow 
with each of the four left tum cycles. 

5RD 5RD 5 Island 
4RD 4 RD 4 

38 RD 38 RD 38 N&S 
4RD 4RD 4 
SRD 5RD 5 Island 
4RD 4RD 4 
SGW 5GW 5E&W 
4GW 4 GWB 4 

38GW 38 GWB 38 Island 
4YD 4 YO 4 
SGW 5RO 5 Island 
4YD 4YO 4 

120 120 120 
Total Light Cycle length in seconds 

Cycle Step Number: 
+ Description 
1 Early N & S left turns, Lnsdn. Rts. 
2 Stop Early Left turns 
3 NB & SB traffic flows 
4 Stop NB & SB flow 
5 Late N & S left turns, Lnsdn. Rts.Y61 
6 Stop Late Left turns 
7 Early E & WB left turns, Lnsdn. Rts 
8 Stop Early left turns 
9 Full EW flow 

10 Stop EW traffic flow 
11 Late E & WB left tums. Lnsdn. Rts 
12 Stop Late left turns. Lnsdn. Rts 

Option: allow N & SB left turns on a yellow light while N & S traffic flows 
Island means Walk to\from NW island. This requires that SB right turning traffic from 52nd Street be stopped. 

+ 
1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 

10 
11 
12 



June 30, 2014

Delaware Valley Regional Planning Commission - DVRPC
190 N Independence Mall West
8th Floor
Philadelphia, PA
19106-1520

Re:  Additional comments for draft DVRPC fiscal year 2015-2018 Transportation Improvement 
Program (TIP) for Pennsylvania.

Dear sirs and madams: 

� I am writing to provide additional comments which supplement my letter to you dated June 
26, in which I stated the opposition of the Delaware Riverkeeper Network to inclusion in the draft 
2015-2018 TIP of the PennDOT project to replace the existing one-lane Headquarters Road 
Bridge in Tinicum Township, Bucks County with a two-lane bridge (MPMS 13716).  In my letter I 
also stated our opposition to similar bridge replacement projects, including Clay Ridge Road 
Bridge (MPMS 13014) and Strockʼs Grove Road Bridge (MPMS 98221).  These additional 
comments are a written confirmation of the oral comments made by our consultant, Mark Stout, at 
your June 26 public meeting.  These comments are based on research done for the Headquarters 
Road Bridge project but also apply to similar bridge replacement and widening projects in Upper 
Bucks County.

� The TIP, as you know, is required under federal law and regulations to conform to and 
implement the MPOʼs long-range plan. We believe that inclusion of the Headquarters Road 
Bridge, in its present scope of work as replacement of the 200-year old one-lane bridge with a 
new two-lane bridge, directly contradicts the goals, objectives, and strategies of the DVRPC long-
range plan, Connections 2040.

� Manage Growth and Protect the Environment is the first of four core principles of the plan, 
which notes that between 1970 and 2010, 345,000 acres of open space were lost to development 
in the region.   Continued sprawl development of this magnitude could have disastrous effects.
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The DVRPC plan identifies the many benefits of effective growth management and open 
space preservation in the greater Philadelphia region:
•� Limits the need for expensive future infrastructure,
•� Preserves natural features, important for water quality, biodiversity, air quality, reducing 
flooding, personal health, and other benefits,
•� Prevents the expansion of suburban development into rural communities,
•� Protects the context and integrity of historic sites and cultural landscapes,
•� Decreases dependence on personal automobiles, and
•    Preserves farmland and promotes agriculture.

The plan sets out to promote growth management first of all by defining a Land Use Vision.  
The Vision identifies a range of Centers – from the Metro Center (focused on Center City 
Philadelphia) to rural centers – where growth should be concentrated. All of the land surrounding 
the Centers is allocated into four broad categories: Infill and Redevelopment, Emerging Growth, 
Rural Resource Lands, and a Greenspace Network.  The objective of the Vision is to promote “a 
clean and sustainable environment, where key natural resource areas and agricultural lands are 
protected, open space is provided in an interconnected network, and most new growth is 
concentrated in identified Centers and as infill and redevelopment in areas previously developed.”

The 2040 Land Use Vision classifies most of Tinicum Township (the location of the 
Headquarters Road Bridge) as Rural Resource, with some corridors designated as part of the 
Greenspace Network, and a few pockets of Infill and Redevelopment.

Rural Resource Lands are defined in the plan as “agricultural, natural, and rural areas 
worthy of heightened preservation efforts by governments and nonprofit land trusts.”  These areas 
may contain both villages and scattered suburban development – as Tinicum Township does – but 
“they remain mostly intact and their integrity can be maintained through strategic acquisitions and 
easements, land use regulations and good stewardship, and appropriate forms of growth.”  
Tinicum Township is, in fact, mostly intact, with one-third of all land already legally preserved open 
space and the entire township subject to rigorous zoning to prevent inappropriate development.

The Greenspace Network is intended to be an “interconnected system” of parks, forests, 
meadows, stream corridors, and floodplains.  Tinicum Township is crossed by three corridors 
extending to other municipalities – the Delaware River, the Tinicum-Nockamixon, and the Tohickon 
Creek corridors – plus a spur along the Tinicum Creek.

Infill and Redevelopment in Tinicum Township consists of a few patches of village and 
suburban development plus the Route 611 corridor.  

In addition to classifying lands into these broad categories, the long-range plan also 
designates Conservation Focus Areas. Tinicum Township is almost entirely encompassed by four 
Conservation Focus Areas: the Palisades in the north, the Tinicum Watershed in the center, the 
Tohickon Watershed/Nockamixon in the south, and the Delaware River in the east.  

� Clearly, Tinicum Township exemplifies an area deserving of high levels of environmental 
protection and strict limits on undesirable growth.

Page 2 of 3
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� The existing roadway network in Tinicum Township is appropriate to the Rural Conservation 
Zone characteristics of the land use.  The roads are generally narrow and winding, with significant 
horizontal and vertical curvature.  There are several gravel roads – protected by ordinance – and 
three fords.  Two-thirds of the bridges in the township are one-lane bridges, including one-half of 
the bridges owned by PennDOT.

� In addition to other damage caused to environmental, historic, and community values, 
projects to replace one-lane bridges with two-lane bridges in this area are clearly contradictory to 
the principles of Connections 2040 and therefore cannot be included in the TIP.

� Thank you for the opportunity to provide these supplementary remarks.

Respectfully,

Maya K. van Rossum
the Delaware Riverkeeper
            

Page 3 of 3
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Public Comments Received After the  

May 30, 2014 – June 30, 2014  

Public Comment Period 



TIP Plan Comments 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

lauran schultz 
Monday, June 
TIP Plan Comments 
Yes to Regional Funding for the Circuit 

Thank you for adding $1 Million towards the Circuit in the 2015-1018 TIP. I support additional regional funding for the 
Circuit because attracting and retaining knowledge-based workers is vital to the economic vitality of the Philadelphia 
metro area. Quality of li fe concerns such as multi -use paths play an important role In where people choose to live. 
Highly educated and skilled people have many options for where they choose to live. Other factors such as safety, 
health care and the arts play a role as well of course. However, healthy recreational options have become increasingly 
significant over t ime. This trend is likely to continue. Knowledge-based cities such as New York, Portland and Denver 
are making major infrastructure investments in multiuse paths. The comparatively small Investments needed to further 
the Circuit will certainly reward the metro area with increased tax revenue both directly and indirectly. Much has been 
accomplished over the years in the development of the Circui t but It is still fragmented. It is a significant need to 
connect the pieces so that It becomes truly a "Circuit". Thanks much, Lauran Schultz 



TIP Plan Comments 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Alii Hossack--
Monday, Jun~ 
TIP Plan Comments 
Yes to Regional Funding for the Circuit 

Thank you for adding S1 Million towards the Circuit in the 2015·1018 TIP. I support additional regional funding for the 
Circuit because riding is great for our me mental and physical Health, plus it gives folks a reason to be proud of our 
wonderful count of Phllly. 

Alii Hossack 

~19123 



TIP Plan Comments 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Gordon Laubach 
Monday, June 30, 
TIP Plan Comments 
Yes to Regional Funding for the Circuit 

Thank you for adding $1 Million towards the Circuit in the 2015-1018 TIP. I support additional regional funding for the 
Circuit because trails are wonderful recreation for Kurds and fam ily's . 

... ach 

media, PA 19063 



TIP Plan Comments 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Katharina Fachin Lucas 
Monday, June 30, 2014 6:54 
TIP Plan Comments 
Yes to Regional Funding for the Circuit 

Thank you for adding $1 Million towards the Circuit in the 2015-1018 TIP. I support additional regional funding for the 
Circuit because the trails benefit every age group. Over the last three years I see more and more people on the trails. 
We ride with our three children. It keeps families strong and individuals healthy. Trails give us a safe place to exercise 
and have fun for free. This Is recreational access for all income levels. We especially like that there is even a playground 
next to the trail so we can stay even longer:) 



TIP Plan Comments 

From: 
Sent 
To: 
Subject: 

Margaret Stephens 
Monday, June 30, 2014 6:56 PM 
TIP Plan Comments 
Yes to Regional Funding for the Circuit 

Thank you for Including $1 million towards the Circuit In the 2015-1018 TIP. I urge you to dedicate additional regional 
funding for the Circuit because we need more safe, accessible routes for walking, cycling, healthful exercise and enjoying 
the outdoors. A$ an avid cyclist, I know the value of trails. 

Philadelphia, PA 19130 



TIP Plan Comments 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Judy Perrine...-
Monday,Jun~ 
TIP Plan Comments 
Yes to Regional Funding for the Circuit 

Thank you for adding $1 Million towards the Circuit in the 2015-1018 TIP. I support additional regional funding for the 
Circuit because Schuylkill Swing Bridge can connect communit ies. 

1 



TIP Plan Comments 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

William Demarest 
Monday, June 30, 
TIP Plan Comments 
Yes to Regional Funding for the Circuit 

Thank you for adding $1 Million towards the Circuit in the 2015·1018 TIP. I support additional regional funding for the 
Circuit because we, quite frankly, we cannot build t rails and bikeways quickly enough for this region. I ride regularly In 
Delaware County, many times on bike paths and connections that are already in existence and on the maps and many 
are subpar and disappointing. More importantly, many stretches of the Circuit are still dangerous to use. 

Any additional funding that can be spent on the Circuit will be money well spent. We have miles to go before we sleep 
and miles to go before the Circuit is the alternative pathway envisioned for the 21st century in Delco. let's make it 
happen sooner rather than later. 

Many thanks for your works so fa r. 

W. David Demarest 

Glenolden, PA 19036 

I 



TIP Plan Comments 

From: 
Sent.: 

To: 
Subj ect 

A. Michael Bro,ennlel 

Monday, June 30, 
TIP Plan Comments 
Yes to Regional Funding for the Circuit 

Thank you for adding $1 Million towards the Circuit in the 2015-1018 TIP. I support additional regional funding for the 
Circuit because trails at 0.9% of the TIP budget are underfunded. Trails are used for commuting. recreation and 
encourage healthy exercise. Much effort has gone into designing the Circuit, a 750 mi connected network of regional 
trails. To implement this vision we encourage increased support In future TIPs. Please reduce the need for folks to drive 

to the nearest t rail by increasing support for the Circuit I 

tliiiiiii 
W Chester. PA 19380 



TIP Plan Comments 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Scott Fleischer-
Monday, June ~ 
TIP Plan Comments 
Yes to Regional Funding for the Circuit 

Thank you for adding $1 M illion towards the Ci rcui t in the 2015-1018 TIP. I support additional regional funding for the 
Circuit because the trails are a resource for all who live in montgomery county. They allow us to safely bike, walk, run, 
skate away from our dangerous roads which often bring us dangerously close to fast moving cars. They get us to quiet 
places through forests and fields. Any one who uses them to exercise feels refreshed. But the current system leaves 
many gaps. Please provide funding to complete these trails. 

1 



TIP Plan Comments 

From: 
Sent 
To: 
Subject: 

Michael 
Tuesday, July 01, 2014 7:20 
TIP Plan Comments 
Yes to Regional Funding for the Circuit 

Thank you for adding $1 Million t~wards the Circuit in the 2015-1018 TIP. I support additional regional funding for the 
Circuit because Philadelphia has a significant biking population and this resource would provide a tremendous benefit 
for the dollars spent ! 

l 



TIP Plan Comments 

From : 
Sent 
To: 
Cc: 

Subject: 

Manbeck, Natasha <nmanbeck@mcmahonassociates.com > 

Tuesday, July 01, 2014 10:38 AM 
TIP Plan Comments 
rwaltermyer@chesco.org; Rudy, Joe; Stephen Sullins (ssull ins@downingtown.org); 
Murphy, Richard; Schoonmaker. Elizabeth; Sidney A. New (snew@gfnet.com) 
Draft FY2015 Comment for MPMS 14354 - Chestnut Street Bridge 

This comment Is submitted on behalf of Downingtown Borough requesting your consideration for this technical 
correction on the Draft FY2015 Transportation Improvement Program (TIP). 

Project: Chestnut Street Bridge over Amtrak/SEPTA RS Rail Line 
County: Chester 
MPMS Number: 14354 

Comment: The Chestnut Street Bridge Replacement project is programmed on the Draft FY2015 TIP with 80% federal 
funds (BOF) and 20% local funds. On the FY2013 and prior TIPs, as well as the Borough's reimbursement agreement 
with PennDOT, the share of programming/funding has been 80% federal, 20% state, and 5% local. The Borough 

requests that the Draft FY2015 TIP be revised to reflect programming of 80% federal, 15% state, and 5% local funds for 
the construction phase. This will be consistent with prior commitments and agreements for the project. The Borough 
has led design of the replacement for this orphan bridge with the understanding of a state funding commitment of 
15%. The Borough is prepared to submit the Final PS&E Package, pending finalization of right-of-way and construction 
agreements with Norfolk Southern and Amtrak and hopes to let the project for construction in 2014. 

Please let me know if you have any further questions regarding the programming comment or the status of the project. 
Thank you-
Natasha 

Natasha Manbeck, P.E., AICP 
Project Manager 

McMahon Associates, Inc. 
840 Springdale Drive 
Exton, Pennsylvania 19341 
p: 610.594.9995 X 5105 

f: 610.594.9565 
nrnanbecki'lJl'I"'L~mahof\l:lSSociatcs.rom 

New Engl4nd I M ld-Atl:mt:lc I Florida 

Important nat:lce to recipients-: 
Coplos. of dOCul'l'leflts that rrntY bo roliod upon by ~u oto lim, too 10 lha printed copes (also known 0!> 'haiti coples') that are signed and $Gelod by tho Engineer 
aod/cw land SuMiyor Ales In ofOGttonlc formal$, or olhor 'YPG5 of Information fumtsl'!Cd by the Engln.oor and/or Land Surveyor to you $udl as loxt. <lata or 
graphiC$ oro for yout eottvonlonce only. Arry c:ondusiom or InformatiOn obto!nod or dorivod hom such olotllotllc tltos wut be at the user's sole riSk. When 
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TIP Plan Comments 

From: 
Sent 
To: 
Subject: 

Justin Miller 
Tuesday, July 
TIP Plan Comments 
Yes to Regional Funding for the Circuit 

Thank you for add ing $1 Million towards the Circuit in the 2015-1018 TIP. I support additional regional funding for the 
Circuit because I will use uncompleted segments of the Circuit to commute from my home in lower Merion Township to 
my job in Center City Philadelphia. I also ride the trails recreationally with my three children, ages 8, 11, and 14. The 
more miles of trail completed, the more the trails will be used I 

Very truly yours, 

Justin M iller (and three children) 

..... 
Bala Cynwyd, PA 19004 



TIP Plan Comments 

From: 
Sent 
To: 
Subject: 

Mary Schmitt~ 
Tuesday, July~ 
TIP Plan Comments 
Yes to Regional Funding for the Circuit 

Thank you for adding $1 Million towards the Circuit in the 2015-1018 TIP. I support additional regional funding for the 
Circuit because my friends and I are blg bike riders. The Schuylklil River Swing Bridge is a most important project. It will 
complete the Schuylkill River Trail to Bartram's Garden 

~ 
~ 



TIP Plan Comments 

From: 
Sent 
To: 
Subject 

Steven Nocella 
Wednesday, July 
TIP Plan Comments 
Yes to Regional Funding for the Circuit 

Thank you for adding $1 Million towards the Circuit in the 2015-1018 TIP. I support additional regional funding for the 
Circuit because 



TIP Plan Co mments 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Isabel Melvi..__.. 
Thursday,Jul~ 
TIP Plan Comments 
Yes to Regional Funding for the Circuit 

Thank you for adding $1 Million towards the Circuit in the 2015-101g TIP. I support additional regional funding for the 
Circuit because our kids and adults need a break from cars and traffic. We have beautiful natural beauty that needs to 
be accessed, especially In my town Upper Darby. 

--lansdowne, PA 19050 



TIP Plan Comments 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

William McDe-vitt' 
Friday, July 04, 2014 
TIP Plan Comments 
Yes to Regional Funding for the Circuit 

Thank you for adding $1 Million towards the Circuit In the 2015·1018 TIP. I support additional regional funding for t he 
Circuit because 

liiiil 
Drexel Hill, PA 19026 

l 



TIP Plan Comments 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
SubjKt 

Edward Willia~ns 
Friday, July 04, 
TIP Plan Comments 
Yes to Regional Funding for the Circuit 

Thank you for adding Sl Million towards the Circuit in the 2015-1018 TIP. I support additional regional funding for the 
Circuit because 

Glen Mi lls, PA 19342 



TIP Plan Comments 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject 

Patrick Carrow----.> 
Sunday, July06~ 
TIP Plan Comments 
Yes to Regional Funding for the Circuit 

Thank you for adding Sl Million towards the Circuit in the 2015·1018 TIP. I support additional regional funding for the 
Circuit because 
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TIP Conformity Comments 
c/o DVRPC Public Affairs Office 
190 N. lndependence Mal l West, 8th Fl. 
Philadelphia, PA 19106 

July 2, 2014 

To whom it may concern: 

CHEsTER CoUNTY CHAMBER 
of Business & Industry 
- Clramber of Influence -

At this time, the Chester County Chamber of Business and lndustry would like to provide comments 

during the public comment period for DVRPC's Draft FY 20 15-2018 TIP for Pennsylvania. 

As the federally designated Metropolitan Planning Organization, the Chester County Chamber of 
Business and lndustry understands DVRPC's responsibi lity for developing the Transportation 

Improvement Program (TIP) and that the TI.P is the regionally agreed-upon list of priority projects, as 
required by fedeml law, and goes through a major update every other year. We understand that the TIP 
document must list all projects that intend to use federal funds, along with non-federally funded projects 
that are regionally signi ficant wh ich also includes all other state-funded capital projects. These projects 
may be mu ltimodal and include bicycle, pedestrian, freight-related projects, and innovative air quality 

projects, as well as the more traditional highway and public transit projects. 

Due to the funding uncertainly prior to the passage of Act 89, we recognized the need to scaled back 12-
year plan thus drastically reducing the projects on the TIP to those only deemed of significant impact, 

safety or economically. With projects of significant impact and investment sucb as US 202 Section 300 
being completed in the next year, and the removal of US 30 and US 202 Section 100 from previous TIPs, 
and their design work halted by PennDOT, Chester County has no big "shovel ready" projects to move 
onto the proposed TI.P. As a consequence, the Chester County Chamber of Business and lndustry is 
concerned that the funding on the TIP for Chester County is dropping to $ 163 million, the lowest of ailS 
PA counties. We believe this may have a long term impact on Chester County. 

Chester County will be faced with unique challenges while improving the efficiencies of our road, bridge 
and highway infrastructure. In the next four years, $7 million is programmed for preliminary design and 
engineering for US 30 under a federal earmark that will be lost if not obligated. Currently on the TTP 

there are no other monies programmed for US 30 from PA I 0 to the Exton Bypass. Under the current 12 
year program it shows that $142.7 million is scheduled in fiscal years 2019-2022 for construction of the 
"western" section of US 30 from PA 10 to Reeceville Road . This would include new interchanges at PA 
82 and Airport Road. Listing these projects on the second or third 4-years of the 12 year progmm 

provides no guamntee that funding will actually be available in future TIPS. The 12 year progmm also 
shows $16.6 mi llion scheduled for design, engineering and right-of-way in Fiscal years 2020-2026 for the 

1600 Paoli Pike, Malvern, PA 19355 • PhOne: (610) 725-9100 • Fax; (610) 725·8479 • www.cccbl.org 



"eastern" section of the US 30 Downingtown Bypass but there a.re no provisions for construction of any 
improvements on the "eastern" section of US on the TrP or 12 Year Program. This means that any work 

to solve the congestion on the US 30 Downingtown Bypass and Rte. 322 would be somewhere past 2026 
or 15 to 20 years from now. As currently scheduled this wou ld result in an "improved" 4-lane section of 
US on the west from PA 10 to Reecevi lle Road and an improved and fully-functional Exton Bypass, with 
a failing, substandard, and congested section of the Downingtown Bypass remaining in-between. 

We cncoumge DVRPC to amend the TIP to provide opportunities for Chester County to hence key 
corridors :~nd intersections and to create highway and road efficiencies throughout the County. 

Chester County Chamber of Business & Industry 

cc: Tim Phelps, TMACC 
Ryan Costello, Chester County Commissioners 
Ronald Bailey, Chester County Planning Commission 
Chester County Legislative Delegation 



TIP Plan Comments 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Thomas Ho'lste,ir 
Wednesday, July 
nP Plan Comments 
Yes to Regional Funding for the Circuit. And NOW. 

Thank you for adding $1 M illion towards the Circuit in the 2015-1018 TIP. I support additional regional funding for the 
Circuit because if you are a daily rush-hour driver like me, you know traffic on our already overused highways isn't going 
to get any better. Offering commuting alternatives such as but not limited to walking and cycling trails will not only 
reduce highway congestion, it will also provide health benefits for those who take advantage of it. 

Not only is building the trails important, building them right the first t ime Is important. Adding $1 million towards the 
Circuit is all well and fine but i f you don't give the users want they want--cyclists especially-it's money wasted instead of 
money invested. Stone/gravel surfaces are unacceptable i f we want to encourage people to use bicycles on the trail. A 
relatively cheap remedy for this is cinder-based trails. A prime example of one is the portion of the Schuylkill River Trail 
(SRT) now open in Chester County. If Montgomery County could put that same surface on its Perkiomen Trail, everyone 
would be delighted, and there wou ld be substantial cost savings vs. paving that trail. 

Norristown and Conshohocken have seen measurable economic benefits from the SRT. Other communities on or near 
the trail will cash in as well as users spend their dollars on goods and services nearby. 

Conservatives especially will say that if we want things like this we should pay for them with our own money. I'm all for 
that concept, but you know what? We'd have to sell a hell of a lot of candy or magazines to raise $1 million for trail 
building. For projects of this magnitude we need government financing to help us. 

J... . . • . • 

Limerick, PA 19468 
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To:  Delaware Valley Regional Planning Commission 
From:  Chris Crockett, Jessica Noon, Nicole Hostettler Philadelphia Water Department 
Subject:  DVRPC Connections 2040 Amended Transportation Investments & 2015 PA TIP Comments 
Date:  July 1, 2014 
 
Please accept the below comments from the Philadelphia Water Department (PWD) as part of the public comment 
period for the draft Connections 2040 plan amendments, a plan for greater Philadelphia.  PWD is in embarking on year 4 
of its implementation path for the innovative Green City, Clean Waters program to manage stormwater and reduce 
combined sewer overflows through the citywide application of green stormwater infrastructure, in order to meet 
federal and state mandates.  
 
PWD applauds the integration of stormwater management and green stormwater infrastructure into the Connections 
2040 plan and 2015 Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) by DVRPC.   
 
Specifically, PWD supports the new project benefit criteria for TIP projects, adopted by the DVRPC Board in February 
2014: 

o Air quality/Green design category 
 0.5 points awarded for designs that incorporate bioswales/rain gardens, tree trenches, vegetated 

medians/bump-outs, and naturalized stormwater basins 
 0.5 points available to projects that incorporate other forms of "green design" such as porous pavement, 

recycled materials, alternative energy, etc. 
 
PWD works closely with the Streets Department, the Commerce Department, PennDOT and other agencies to integrate 
green stormwater infrastructure program into transportation investments whenever feasible. Incorporating stormwater 
management early into the design process will provide PWD with greater ability to successfully partner on such projects 
and will result in more comprehensive investments. 
 
PWD made significant advances in its Green Streets program since its inception in 2011, with over 200 green streets 
projects either in the ground or underway [www.phillywatersheds.org/BigGreenMap].  This year, PWD completed its 
Green Streets Design Manual, a guide for City departments, consultant, private developers and other partners that 
provides standardized details for green stormwater interventions suitable to a variety of urban street typologies 
[www.phillywatersheds.org/GSDM]. 
 
PWD hopes to continue to grow its partnerships to incorporate green stormwater infrastructure into all Philadelphia-
based projects funded by the TIP and peripheral funding streams such as Transportation Alternatives Program [TAP] in 
the future. 
 
 
 

The ARAMARK Tower 
1101 Market Street 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania  19107-2994 
 

Howard M. Neukrug 
Commissioner 
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Murphy, Richard

From: Meconi, Jane
Sent: Wednesday, July 23, 2014 10:16 AM
To: Schoonmaker, Elizabeth; Murphy, Richard; Hui, Kwan
Subject: FW: State Route 3 (Market Street) in Millbourne

Hello-- 
Elizabeth, here is the comment we just spoke about, to be included in the TIP public comments. Thanks! 
 
-----Original Message----- 
From: Jeane e MacNeille [mailto:jeane eclipseservices.com]  
Sent: Wednesday, July 23, 2014 9:54 AM 
To: DVRPC Public A rs 
Subject: State Route 3 (Market Street) in Millbourne 
 
To whom it may concern: 
 
I'd like to ask that Market Street, State Route 3, in Millbourne Borough be included in the TIP as an area needing 
improvement. 
 

 In 2002, the Philadelphia Inquirer compiled DUI  from the state. They showed that Market Street from 
63rd Street to 69th Street was the highest DUI accident area in the 5-county region. Indeed, locally, unfortunately, we 
do  have people hurt and killed on this street. 
 

 Currently, no public street l ng exists from 63rd Street to approximately 6400 Market Street (several 
hundred feet.) SEPTA has some ligh ng under its guideway in this area, and has been responsive to requests to keep it 
working, but  the area is dark, and dangerous for both pedestrians and motorists at night. A man killed a year or so 
ago… he may have jumped  the guideway (obviously a place he wasn't supposed to be), but the autopsy showed that 
he was killed by the 6 cars that ran over him er he landed on the road. I have to think that be er  would help.
 
* The ROW has been seriously impinged on the Upper Darby side of this roadway, usurping all pedestrian 
pathways, in places. This should be corrected. 
 

 Median strips, to help with  calming, as called for in the Gateway Plan of 2000, were never installed. They 
are badly needed. Police and volunteers have clocked vehicles at speeds up to 55 mph on this road within the last two 
years.  
 
Millbourne Borough is working hard to address these problems with extra  patrols, the  of painted 
crosswalks at intersec s, the addi  of missing handicapped ramps, addi  of legends on the road to  the 
speed limit (25 mph), and constant n on to maintenance, like li  that is out. But in the end , both the 
interse  at 63rd and Market and Market Street itself need signi  improvement. We would like this area on the 
TIP to assist in seeking grants and funding to improve the ons on this state road.  
 
Jeane e MacNeille 
610-755-1445 
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Summary of Responses
On the

DVRPC Draft FY2015-2018 Transportation Improvement Program (TIP)
for PA

Comments Received from Individuals
MPMS #102105 - Municipal Bridge Line Item
Response to: A.3, A.4, A.5, A.6, A.7, A.8, A.9, A.10, A.11, A.12, A.13, A.14, A.15, A.16, A.17, A.18, A.19, A.20, A.21, A.22, A.23,
A.24, A.25, A.26, A.27, A.28, A.29, A.30, A.31, A.32, A.33, A.34, A.35, A.36, A.37, B.285, C.293, C.294
Response by DVRPC: 
The DVRPC region looks forward to continuing to find and fund ways to reduce the number of non-state owned structurally 
deficient (SD) bridges in the region, and both the County and Municipal Bridge Line items will help accomplish that goal.  The state
has made great strides in reducing state-owned SD bridges in our region, and these line items help to address our “local” 
infrastructure.  The specific parameters for applying for funding through the Municipal Bridge Line item are in development. 
DVRPC will work with the region to allocate increased resources to this line item during the FY2017 TIP update and on evaluating
the realistic need for City, County and Municipal bridges at the beginning of the TIP Update rather than at the end.

Response by Bucks County: 
Bucks County supports this line item and was instrumental is its establishment. We will work with all muncipalities, including East
Rockhill Township to provide needed funding for local bridges.

The Transportation Improvement Program does not utilize school taxes to fund the program.

The Municipal Bridge Line Item will be a competitive program. Details on submitting bridges for funding will be forthcoming. Bucks
County will work with all municipalities regarding project submissions.

MPMS #64781 - Swamp Road/Pennswood Road Bridge Over Branch of Neshaminy Creek
Response to: A.1, C.290, C.291
Response by DVRPC: 
PennDOT and Bucks County agree to a straightforward rehabilitation only of the structure.  The superstructure that was replaced
in 2004 will be maintained and masonry repairs to the stone walls will be addressed. Two foot shoulders will not be added to the
bridge.

Response by PennDOT: 
This project involves rehabilitating the bridge carrying SR 2036 (Swamp Road) over an unnamed tributary of Neshaminy Creek.  
The rehabilitation of stone masonry portions of the structure will be in kind.  The bridge is located just west of the western entrance
of the Bucks County Community College in Newtown Township.  The bridge is bordered to the north by the historic Temora farm 
property and to the south by Tyler State Park.  Stone retaining walls extend east and west of the existing bridge along the north
side of the roadway.  The superstructure of the existing bridge was replaced under an emergency contract in 2004.  The existing
structure is a single 28 foot span with a clear roadway width of 23.5 feet. Traffic will be maintained during construction and 
potentially require short term detours for some repairs.

Response by Bucks County: 
Bucks County believes that the bridge rehabilitation is necessary. However, we will work with PennDOT to rescope the project to
repair the structure without significant widening of the structure.

Page 1 of 3321-Jul-14 Bucks County



Summary of Responses
On the

DVRPC Draft FY2015-2018 Transportation Improvement Program (TIP)
for PA

Comments Received from Individuals
MPMS #88083 - Stoopville Road Improvements - Phase 2
Response to: A.2, C.292
Response by DVRPC: 
The comment refers to an “Emerging/Regionally Significant Corridor,” as classified by the 2006 Congestion Management Process 
(CMP) Executive Summary. Emerging/Regionally Significant Corridors in the CMP refer to places where low-cost, proactive 
strategies are considered appropriate, but where adding roadway capacity would face a higher burden of proof than locations 
within Congested Corridors and would only be acceptable as a last resort. Furthermore, the 2006 CMP has been superseded by 
updates in 2009 and 2012, and the referenced area is no longer designated as an Emerging/Regionally Significant Corridor. For 
the most recent CMP, please see www.dvrpc.org/CongestionManagement.

Response by PennDOT: 
Lower Makefield, Upper Makefield, Newtown, and Wrightstown Townships are sponsoring the Stoopville Road Phase II project as 
a continuation of the Stoopville Road project. The first phase (S. R. 2028, Section ECF) was constructed in 2009-10. The design
undertaken as a local effort addresses current  vehicular movements while improving pedestrian access throughout the project 
area. Overall the design addresses short term needs along this portion of Stoopville Road. Beyond these improvements, no more 
regional/long term improvements are programmed.
The project involves the construction of improvements at multiple locations along Durham Road (S.R. 0413), Stoopville Road 
(S.R. 2028), Eagle Road (a Township Road), Washington Crossing Road (S.R. 0532), and Highland Road (a Township Road). 
The project limits extend from the Stoopville Road/Durham Road intersection to the Village of Dolington along Washington 
Crossing Road. The proposed improvements include:
 •Improvements to the Stoopville Road/Durham Road intersection by widening Durham Road to provide an exclusive left-turn lane 

on southbound Durham Road for vehicles traveling to eastbound Stoopville Road. There is no widening proposed for the 
Stoopville Road approach to the intersection. A new traffic signal will be installed at this intersection.
 •Construction of a walking path along the south side of Stoopville Road from Eagleton Farms Road/Hemlock Drive to Eagle Road; 

continuing along the west side of Eagle Road to Marigold Drive; along the north side of Stoopville Road from Creamery Road to 
the intersection of Stoopville Road/Washington Crossing Road; and continuing along the north side of Washington Crossing Road 
to Highland Road. The walking path will be a 6' wide bituminous path that is set a minimum of 4' off the edge of existing pavement.
Decorative crosswalks and new ADA-compliant curb ramps will be installed for the walking path crossings at the intersection of 
Eagleton Farms Road and Stoopville Road, at Stoopville Road and Washington Crossing Road, and at Washington Crossing 
Road and Highland Road. The walking path construction will require the extension of an existing pipe culvert which carries a 
tributary to Hough's Creek beneath Stoopville Road between Highland Road and Creamery Road. The pipe will be extended 12 
feet to allow for the walking path to cross over the tributary.
 •Widening of the west side of Highland Road at Washington Crossing Road to provide an exclusive right-turn lane from 

southbound Highland Road to westbound Washington Crossing Road.
 •Installation of additional traffic control signs and gateway signage along Washington Crossing Road through the Village of 

Dolington, including a multi-way stop at the intersection of Washington Crossing Road and Dolington Road (S.R. 2075). 
Construction is limited to the addition of stop signs at the intersection, the painting of stop bars on the pavement, and the 
installation of post-mounted gateway signage adjacent to the shoulders of Washington Crossing Road approaching the 
intersection.
The improvements listed above do not include specific drainage improvements. As a local design effort, the townships participated
in scoping the improvements. To this point, no specific drainage concerns have been noted.

Response by Bucks County: 
Bucks County supports this project since it will provide urgently needed safety improvements along this corridor.

Current scope appears to include items 2 through 5 in your comments. No specific drainage issues have been identified by the 
local project sponsors, and therefore, have not been included.
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Summary of Responses
On the

DVRPC Draft FY2015-2018 Transportation Improvement Program (TIP)
for PA

Comments Received from Individuals
MPMS #63406 - Retrofit for Bike Lane and Shoulders
Response to: A.38, A.39
Response by DVRPC: 
Thank you for your comments.  There are indeed an increasing number of regional, countywide, and local area bicycle plans for 
areas throughout the DVRPC region, which speaks to an increasing level of interest in and shared prioritization of bicycling as a 
mode of travel rather than just a form of recreation. Your comments relate to two critical stages on the path from plan and network 
development to implementation:  design details (engineering) and construction.

In the first case, DVRPC knows that the “Retrofit for Bike Lane and Shoulders” project is an important design funding resource for
bike network projects on state roadways, and DVRPC will—with our County partners—continue to evaluate that project’s usage 
and spending on an ongoing basis to determine whether additional funding can be added, and if so, how to go about allocating it.
Because there are also many important in-street bike network projects throughout our region that are not on Pennsylvania state 
roads, we encourage local partners to consider other funding resources that may be available (such as DVRPC Work Program or 
Transportation and Community Development Initiative [TCDI] funding for concept-level design, and Department of Conservation 
and Natural Resources [DCNR] or the new Multimodal Fund [MMF] funds for more advanced engineering) to help bridge the 
design gap between planning and construction/striping for local projects.

With respect to your comment on construction, the TIP does reflect a funding commitment towards “implementation of bicycle and 
pedestrian plans.” Overall, at least 4% of the draft PA TIP highway program for FY15-18 (roughly $78 Million) is allocated to 
bicycle, pedestrian, and streetscape projects, and some amount of bicycle and pedestrian investment will also occur as part of 
more comprehensive road and transit projects. In addition, $123,616,000 in Congestion Management and Air Quality (CMAQ) 
funds and $15,128,000 in Pennsylvania Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP) funds have been allocated to our region in the 
PA TIP for FY15-18, which will be supplemented by any statewide TAP or MMF funds which may be awarded locally. While 
specific projects will be determined during future selection rounds, bicycle and pedestrian projects are eligible under all of these
funding programs, and we always encourage construction projects that would implement prior planning efforts. As just one recent
example, the “South Philadelphia Neighborhood Bikeway” project from the most recent PA TAP project selection round is a project
to implement an important bicycle network component from the 2012 Philadelphia Pedestrian and Bicycle Plan (which was itself 
TCDI-funded). In addition, there is an initiative now underway among our PA counties, the Pennsylvania Environmental Council 
(PEC), the Bicycle Coalition, the Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection (DEP), and PennDOT to review and 
prioritize Circuit trail projects for future TIP funding. As you know, $1,000,000 in CMAQ funding was recently allocated for Circuit 
projects in FY18 as part of the next competitive TAP round, and that amount will be continually re-evaluated for future TIPs.

DVRPC shares your commitment to continue to make our region an ever-better and safer place to bike for work and play, and we 
look forward to an ongoing collaboration among all our partners—including the Bicycle Coalition—to achieve this vision.
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Summary of Responses
On the

DVRPC Draft FY2015-2018 Transportation Improvement Program (TIP)
for PA

Comments Received from Individuals
MPMS #69816 - US 322, US 1 to Featherbed Lane (Section 101)
Response to: A.40, A.41
Response by PennDOT: 
We understand and appreciate the concerns about the congestion expressed in the comment below.  We are finalizing design for 
the first section of the US 322 corridor improvements project, MPMS #69815, Environmental Mitigation (MIT) and anticipate that 
construction can be completed in the 2015 construction season.  MPMS #69816 will follow shortly thereafter in late 2016 or early
2017 as currently scoped.  For general updates to the project, please visit the project’s website at www.us322-conchester.com, 
where the project’s final design plans are periodically updated if there are new components to the design being developed.

Response by SEPTA: 
SEPTA appreciates the support and interest in expanding rail service.  Beginning in FY 2017, SEPTA will construct a $127.2 
million extension of the Media/Elwyn Regional Rail Line.  This project will provide for a three mile restoration of regional rail
service from the existing terminus at Elwyn Station to the new Wawa Station, in Middletown Township, Delaware County.  Once 
completed, Wawa Station will provide parking for over 500 vehicles and will be located right off of U.S. Route 1.  

SEPTA’s Capital Program focus is on “Catching Up” with the Authority’s state of good repair infrastructure backlog.  This program
includes improvements to critical infrastructure such as substations, bridges and stations and the replacement of rail vehicles that 
have far exceeded their useful life.  These improvements will preserve regional transit service for current and future customers,
improve reliability and modernize outdated equipment.  State of good repair initiatives consume most of the budget and limits 
SEPTA’s ability to engage in service expansion projects. The Authority has not programmed resources toward expanding regional 
rail service beyond Wawa Station on the Media/Elwyn Line, at this time.

Response by Delaware County: 
The County of Delaware has supported the Route 322 project for many years and supports the programming of construction in the 
FY 2015-18 TIP.
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Summary of Responses
On the

DVRPC Draft FY2015-2018 Transportation Improvement Program (TIP)
for PA

Comments Received from Individuals
MPMS #16334 - PA 73, Church Road Intersection and Signal Improvements
Response to: A.42, A.43, A.44, A.45, A.46, A.47, A.48, A.49, A.50
Response by Montgomery County: 
Penndot will be considering sidewalks and widened shoulders/bike lanes as part of the design phase now underway.

Page 5 of 3321-Jul-14 Montgomery County



Summary of Responses
On the

DVRPC Draft FY2015-2018 Transportation Improvement Program (TIP)
for PA

Comments Received from Individuals
MPMS #102274 - Schuylkill River Swing Bridge
Response to: A.51, A.52, A.53, A.54, A.55, A.56, A.57, A.58, A.59, A.60, A.61, A.62, A.63, A.64, A.65, A.253, A.254, A.255, 
A.256, A.257, A.258, A.259, A.260, A.261, A.262, A.263, A.264, A.265, A.266, A.267, A.268, C.362
Response by Philadelphia County: 
Thank you for your comment.

TIP funding for Bicycle and Pedestrain Plans
Response to: A.66
Response by DVRPC: 
Thank you for your comments.  There are indeed an increasing number of regional, countywide, and local area bicycle plans for 
areas throughout the DVRPC region, which speaks to an increasing level of interest in and shared prioritization of bicycling as a 
mode of travel rather than just a form of recreation. Your comments relate to two critical stages on the path from plan and network 
development to implementation:  design details (engineering) and construction.

In the first case, DVRPC knows that the “Retrofit for Bike Lane and Shoulders” project is an important design funding resource for
bike network projects on state roadways, and DVRPC will—with our County partners—continue to evaluate that project’s usage 
and spending on an ongoing basis to determine whether additional funding can be added, and if so, how to go about allocating it.
Because there are also many important in-street bike network projects throughout our region that are not on Pennsylvania state 
roads, we encourage local partners to consider other funding resources that may be available (such as DVRPC Work Program or 
Transportation and Community Development Initiative [TCDI] funding for concept-level design, and Department of Conservation 
and Natural Resources [DCNR] or the new Multimodal Fund [MMF] funds for more advanced engineering) to help bridge the 
design gap between planning and construction/striping for local projects.

With respect to your comment on construction, the TIP does reflect a funding commitment towards “implementation of bicycle and 
pedestrian plans.” Overall, at least 4% of the draft PA TIP highway program for FY15-18 (roughly $78 Million) is allocated to 
bicycle, pedestrian, and streetscape projects, and some amount of bicycle and pedestrian investment will also occur as part of 
more comprehensive road and transit projects. In addition, $123,616,000 in Congestion Management and Air Quality (CMAQ) 
funds and $15,128,000 in Pennsylvania Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP) funds have been allocated to our region in the 
PA TIP for FY15-18, which will be supplemented by any statewide TAP or MMF funds which may be awarded locally. While 
specific projects will be determined during future selection rounds, bicycle and pedestrian projects are eligible under all of these
funding programs, and we always encourage construction projects that would implement prior planning efforts. As just one recent
example, the “South Philadelphia Neighborhood Bikeway” project from the most recent PA TAP project selection round is a project
to implement an important bicycle network component from the 2012 Philadelphia Pedestrian and Bicycle Plan (which was itself 
TCDI-funded). In addition, there is an initiative now underway among our PA counties, the Pennsylvania Environmental Council 
(PEC), the Bicycle Coalition, the Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection (DEP), and PennDOT to review and 
prioritize Circuit trail projects for future TIP funding. As you know, $1,000,000 in CMAQ funding was recently allocated for Circuit 
projects in FY18 as part of the next competitive TAP round, and that amount will be continually re-evaluated for future TIPs.

DVRPC shares your commitment to continue to make our region an ever-better and safer place to bike for work and play, and we 
look forward to an ongoing collaboration among all our partners—including the Bicycle Coalition—to achieve this vision.
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BETZWOOD/SULLIVAN`S BRIDGE
Response to: A.269
Response by Montgomery County: 
The option of incorporating the trail onto the expressway bridge was thoroughly examined by the engineering team, presented to 
the county, Upper Merion, Lower Providence, West Norriton, Valley Forge Park,  and rejected in favor of a separate crossing. The
cost differential of the extra width and length of the bridge as well as the proximity of the trail users next to high speed traffic
including the maintenance of a protective barrier between the trail and traffic made the Sullivan Bridge a much better alternative.
The scope of the trail bridge project, at $9 million, is much larger than just the Sullivan Bridge as it upgrades the entire connection
from the Schuylkill River Trail into the Park at Pa-23.

Bicycle Infrastructure in Region
Response to: A.270
Response by DVRPC: 
Thank you for your comment.

Concerned about accessing Cross County Trail at Germantown Pike and Chemical Road
Response to: A.271
Response by Montgomery County: 
The Cross County Trail is a priority of the county and we are currently re-examining our alternatives from Germantown Pike to 
Willow Grove including the connection to the Pennypack Trail. The sharing of right of way with Norfolk Southern is no longer an
option so we are closely examining alternatives. Cross County is the next larger trail project for the county to complete but it will 
take a number of years due to the complicated issues.

Concerned about the amount The Circuit segments in Delaware County
Response to: A.272
Response by Delaware County: 
Delaware County is working with the other Pennsylvania counties to determine which segments of the Circuit are ready to 
advance to design and construction. When the update of the FY 2017-20 TIP begins in a year, we will have a better idea of how 
much funding is needed and attempt to provide adequate funding in that TIP. At the present time, there are no Delaware County 
sections of the East Coast Greenway, Octoraro Trail, and Valley Forge to Heinz Refuge Trail that are advanced to the point that
they need design and construction funding (other than sections of the ECG that already have funding). Sections of the Chester 
Creek and Newtown Square Branch Trails that have feasibility studies completed need municipal decisions to move forward with 
design and construction. The Delaware County Bicycle Plan supports the completion of this trail network.

MPMS #102274 - Schuylkill River Swing Bridge
Response to: A.51, A.52, A.53, A.54, A.55, A.56, A.57, A.58, A.59, A.60, A.61, A.62, A.63, A.64, A.65, A.253, A.254, A.255, 
A.256, A.257, A.258, A.259, A.260, A.261, A.262, A.263, A.264, A.265, A.266, A.267, A.268, C.362
Response by Philadelphia County: 
Thank you for your comment.

MPMS #61714 - Manayunk Canal Restoration
Response to: A.67
Response by Philadelphia County: 
The Manayunk Canal Path was not a TIP project. The project associated with MPMS #61714 is for Canal Dredging.Philadelphia 
Parks and Recreation is addressing the graffiti and vegetation issues along the Canal Towpath. The barriers near the Shawmont 
RR crossing are necessary to prevent ATV’s from accessing the trail.
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MPMS #64984 - Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP) Line Item
Response to: A.68, A.69, A.70, A.71, A.72, A.73, A.74, A.75, A.76, A.77, A.78, A.79, A.80, A.81, A.82, A.83, A.84, A.85, A.86, 
A.87, A.88, A.89, A.90, A.91, A.92, A.93, A.94, A.95, A.96, A.97, A.98, A.99, A.100, A.101, A.102, A.103, A.104, A.105, A.106, 
A.107, A.108, 
Response by DVRPC: 
Thank you for your comment and support of adding $1 million in CMAQ funds to the FY2018 Transportation Alternatives Program 
line item for Circuit trail projects.  The description for the Transportation Alternative Program in the TIP (MPMS #64984) will be 
updated in the Final Version of the FY2015 TIP for PA.  The updated description will explicitly state the purpose and intended 
allocation of the $1 million for Circuit trail projects.  

Thank you for detailing the 61 Circuit trail projects that have undergone planning and need design/construction funding.  The build-
out of the Circuit is included in the region’s long-range plan, Connections 2040, and the region recognizes the value of creating a 
multimodal transportation system that provides viable non-motorized transportation options.  DVRPC is aware of the status of 
many of these projects and is working to move them forward.  The list you provided will assist DVRPC staff, the counties and the
DVRPC Board in better understanding and prioritizing these Circuit projects.  DVRPC is currently working with all our regional 
public, private and non-profit partners to design and engineer Circuit trail projects and prepare them for construction.  Indeed,
achieving a state of “project readiness” is key to access future construction funding when it becomes available.  In Pennsylvania,
DVRPC is organizing a working group comprised of county transportation planners to better understand the relative status of all
projects in the Circuit trail universe, set priorities, and be prepared to take advantage of funding opportunities when they arise.
The TIP is a constrained financial plan, but bicycling and walking have been growing as modes of travel in the region, and DVRPC
is committed to encouraging this positive trend within existing constraints. 

We share your commitment to make our region an ever-better and safer place to bike for work and play, and we look forward to an
ongoing collaboration among all our partners—including the Bicycle Coalition—to achieve this vision.

DVRPC is convening a working group comprised of the county transportation to develop a collective understanding of Circuit trail
projects, priorities, timing issues, and funding needs. The working group will develop a collective understanding of which Circuit
trail projects are ready for construction, the level of resources needed to complete those projects, and potential sources of 
funding.  The working group will also look at the universe of Circuit projects that are in various stages of planning to determine
what is needed to get them ready for construction and improve their desirability for future funding programs.

MPMS #90144 - Schuylkill River Trail, Shawmont Avenue to Montgomery County Line (TIGER)
Response to: A.252
Response by Philadelphia County: 
The design of the Shawmont and Nixon intersection was approved as the safest design for this intersection by PaDOT and the 
Philadelphia Streets Department. Philadelphia Parks and Recreation is working on addressing the missing signs. Additional 
parking was not feasible as it would have taken away from residential parking. The retaining wall was necessary to protect the trail 
from erosion issues associated with the steep slope adjacent to the trail at this location. Philadelphia Parks and Recreation will
continue to work on reducing the overgrown vegetation along Shawmont Ave in order to provide safe parking for trail users.

PORT ROYAL TO MONTGOMERY COUNTY LINE - SRT
Response to: A.273
Response by Philadelphia County: 
Philadelphia Parks and Recreation staff member checked on 7/20/2014 and it is being maintained and mowed.

SCHUYLKILL PARKS CONNECTOR BRIDGE
Response to: A.274
Response by Philadelphia County: 
The scope of work for the Schuylkill River Park Connector Bridge included several elements in addition to the bridge. 
Improvements were also made to the layout of the adjacent park and significant landscaping and drainage improvements were 
also made.  The nearby gate mechanisms are currently being repaired and will soon be operational.
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Wants bicycle lanes and trails added to widened roads or new/reconstructed bridges.
Response to: A.276
Response by DVRPC: 
Thank you for your comment. DVRPC is committed to a region where bicycling and walking are safe, attractive, and accessible 
travel options for local mobility. Our Connections 2040 Plan encourages communities to develop in a way that will give residents
and workers as many transportation options as possible. Improving safety, comfort, and connectivity for bicyclists and pedestrians
is critical to this objective: our plans and projects are focused on ensuring that our region's Classic Towns, town centers and future 
growth areas are walkable, bikeable, interconnected, and vibrant centers of place.

Our two state DOTs support biking and walking safety and investment. PennDOT has a Bicycle and Pedestrian Checklist, which is 
used to evaluate all design projects for bicyclist and pedestrian safety and connectivity. NJ DOT has a Complete Streets policy to 
ensure that the needs of all road users are considered in project design and programming. Nevertheless, we recognize that there
are gaps in our regional bicycle and pedestrian networks, and routinely work with our planning partners to make improvements 
wherever possible. While it is not possible (or safe) for every roadway to have a bike lane, nor every underpass a trail, we do work 
with our partners to ensure that wherever projects can be coordinated to close bicycle and pedestrian network and mobility gaps,
they do so.

WISSAHICKON BIKE PATH
Response to: A.275
Response by Philadelphia County: 
These comments will be communicated to district operations staff to ensure vegetation is being removed from path.
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MPMS #60574 - Paoli Transportation Center
Response to: B.277
Response by DVRPC: 
Funding will be advanced into the first four years of the program for the ADA improvements to the Paoli Intermodal Transportation
Center as detailed by SEPTA. The requested change will be included in the List of Recommended Changes and will be presented 
to the Board for inclusion in the TIP Adoption.

MPMS #86698 - Osborne Road Bridge Over Beaver Creek
Response to: B.278
Response by DVRPC: 
The Osbourne Road Bridge project will be added to the program in the first four years. The requested change will be included in
the List of Recommended Changes and will be presented to the Board for inclusion in the TIP Adoption.

MPMS #90600 - SEPTA Reserve Line Item
Response to: B.279
Response by DVRPC: 
The Reserve Line Item balances will be adjusted as detailed by SEPTA. The requested change will be included in the List of 
Recommended Changes and will be presented to the Board for inclusion in the TIP Adoption.
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MPMS #15251 - US 1, Baltimore Pike Interchange Improvements
Response to: B.280, C.306
Response by PennDOT: 
PennDOT initiated the change. PennDOT supports expanding the project.

This project involves reconstructing the US 1/PA 352 interchange at the terminus of the Media Bypass, upgrading roads and 
intersections, and traffic signals.   Project includes improvements along US 1 beginning at the intersection with PA 452 to east of 
the Media Bypass, and along PA 352 beginning north of the Williamson Free School entrance drive to the intersection of PA 352 /
PA 452.  Local street improvements are included to improve circulation and provide access.

The existing bridge carrying PA 352 and sidewalk over US 1 will be studied for replacement.  The existing bridge carrying the 
northbound Media Bypass ramp will also be studied for replacement or removal.  Project includes sidewalks and new/upgraded 
traffic signals with pedestrian indications.  Bike lanes will be studied in conjunction with the Delaware County Bicycle Plan.

Response by Delaware County: 
The County supports the expansion of the project limits, the inclusion of bicycle facilities in the project description and the project 
itself, and the improvement of roadway aesthetics. Including bicycle facilities is consistent with the Delaware County Bicycle Plan
and Delaware County 2035, the County’s Comprehensive Plan.

Page 11 of 3321-Jul-14 Delaware County



Summary of Responses
On the

DVRPC Draft FY2015-2018 Transportation Improvement Program (TIP)
for PA

Comments Received from Planning Partners
MPMS #102105 - Municipal Bridge Line Item
Response to: A.3, A.4, A.5, A.6, A.7, A.8, A.9, A.10, A.11, A.12, A.13, A.14, A.15, A.16, A.17, A.18, A.19, A.20, A.21, A.22, A.23,
A.24, A.25, A.26, A.27, A.28, A.29, A.30, A.31, A.32, A.33, A.34, A.35, A.36, A.37, B.285, C.293, C.294
Response by DVRPC: 
The DVRPC region looks forward to continuing to find and fund ways to reduce the number of non-state owned structurally 
deficient (SD) bridges in the region, and both the County and Municipal Bridge Line items will help accomplish that goal.  The state
has made great strides in reducing state-owned SD bridges in our region, and these line items help to address our “local” 
infrastructure.  The specific parameters for applying for funding through the Municipal Bridge Line item are in development. 
DVRPC will work with the region to allocate increased resources to this line item during the FY2017 TIP update and on evaluating
the realistic need for City, County and Municipal bridges at the beginning of the TIP Update rather than at the end.

Response by Bucks County: 
Bucks County supports this line item and was instrumental is its establishment. We will work with all muncipalities, including East
Rockhill Township to provide needed funding for local bridges.

The Transportation Improvement Program does not utilize school taxes to fund the program.

The Municipal Bridge Line Item will be a competitive program. Details on submitting bridges for funding will be forthcoming. Bucks
County will work with all municipalities regarding project submissions.

MPMS #102273 - Second Collegeville Bridge Crossing
Response to: B.286
Response by DVRPC: 
Thank you for your comment.

MPMS #102275 - Study Line Item
Response to: B.287
Response by DVRPC: 
The description of the Study Line Item MPMS #102275 description will be revised to acknowledge the Decade of Investment  to 
read:
This line item is a set aside to address study candidates that were identified in the DVRPC region as part of the PennDOT Decade
of Investment.  As the studies, results, and recommendations are more completely understood, the recommendations can be 
considered for advancement to preliminary engineering.

MPMS #102665 - Signal Upgrade Line Item
Response to: B.288
Response by DVRPC: 
It is anticipated that the Signal Upgrade line item will help with the regional implementation of the Signal Retiming Program.

MPMS #16577 - Ridge Pike, Butler Pike to Philadelphia Reconstruction and Signal Upgrade
Response to: B.281
Response by DVRPC: 
DVRPC acknowledges the clarification on the project and will edit the description as needed.

MPMS #48175 - Ridge Pike, Norristown Boro to Butler Pike
Response to: B.282
Response by DVRPC: 
DVRPC acknowledges the clarification that the federally funded project will be from the PA Turnpike to Regal Plaza.

MPMS #92807 - PA 23 - Skippack Pike Bridge Replacement
Response to: B.283
Response by DVRPC: 
The correction will be made in the Final Version of the FY2015 TIP for PA.

Page 12 of 3321-Jul-14 Montgomery County



Summary of Responses
On the

DVRPC Draft FY2015-2018 Transportation Improvement Program (TIP)
for PA

Comments Received from Planning Partners
MPMS #95447 - County Bridge Line Item
Response to: B.284
Response by DVRPC: 
The City of Philadelphia has agreed to participate in the County Line Item. The Line Item will stay as County Bridge Line Item.
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MPMS #74822 - North Delaware Avenue Extension Phase 2
Response to: B.289
Response by DVRPC: 
The North Delaware Avenue Extension Phase 2 project will be added to the program in the first four years using the earmark 
funds. The requested change will be included in the List of Recommended Changes and will be presented to the Board for 
inclusion in the TIP Adoption.
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Distribution of Draft TIP Material for Review
Response to: C.295
Response by DVRPC: 
DVRPC is following protocol to inform Tribal Nations of federally funded transportation projects.

Response by Bucks County: 
We will forward your request to DVRPC.

MPMS #102105 - Municipal Bridge Line Item
Response to: A.3, A.4, A.5, A.6, A.7, A.8, A.9, A.10, A.11, A.12, A.13, A.14, A.15, A.16, A.17, A.18, A.19, A.20, A.21, A.22, A.23,
A.24, A.25, A.26, A.27, A.28, A.29, A.30, A.31, A.32, A.33, A.34, A.35, A.36, A.37, B.285, C.293, C.294
Response by DVRPC: 
The DVRPC region looks forward to continuing to find and fund ways to reduce the number of non-state owned structurally 
deficient (SD) bridges in the region, and both the County and Municipal Bridge Line items will help accomplish that goal.  The state
has made great strides in reducing state-owned SD bridges in our region, and these line items help to address our “local” 
infrastructure.  The specific parameters for applying for funding through the Municipal Bridge Line item are in development. 
DVRPC will work with the region to allocate increased resources to this line item during the FY2017 TIP update and on evaluating
the realistic need for City, County and Municipal bridges at the beginning of the TIP Update rather than at the end.

Response by Bucks County: 
Bucks County supports this line item and was instrumental is its establishment. We will work with all muncipalities, including East
Rockhill Township to provide needed funding for local bridges.

The Transportation Improvement Program does not utilize school taxes to fund the program.

The Municipal Bridge Line Item will be a competitive program. Details on submitting bridges for funding will be forthcoming. Bucks
County will work with all municipalities regarding project submissions.

MPMS #64781 - Swamp Road/Pennswood Road Bridge Over Branch of Neshaminy Creek
Response to: A.1, C.290, C.291
Response by DVRPC: 
PennDOT and Bucks County agree to a straightforward rehabilitation only of the structure.  The superstructure that was replaced
in 2004 will be maintained and masonry repairs to the stone walls will be addressed. Two foot shoulders will not be added to the
bridge.

Response by PennDOT: 
This project involves rehabilitating the bridge carrying SR 2036 (Swamp Road) over an unnamed tributary of Neshaminy Creek.  
The rehabilitation of stone masonry portions of the structure will be in kind.  The bridge is located just west of the western entrance
of the Bucks County Community College in Newtown Township.  The bridge is bordered to the north by the historic Temora farm 
property and to the south by Tyler State Park.  Stone retaining walls extend east and west of the existing bridge along the north
side of the roadway.  The superstructure of the existing bridge was replaced under an emergency contract in 2004.  The existing
structure is a single 28 foot span with a clear roadway width of 23.5 feet. Traffic will be maintained during construction and 
potentially require short term detours for some repairs.

Response by Bucks County: 
Bucks County believes that the bridge rehabilitation is necessary. However, we will work with PennDOT to rescope the project to
repair the structure without significant widening of the structure.
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MPMS #88083 - Stoopville Road Improvements - Phase 2
Response to: A.2, C.292
Response by DVRPC: 
The comment refers to an “Emerging/Regionally Significant Corridor,” as classified by the 2006 Congestion Management Process 
(CMP) Executive Summary. Emerging/Regionally Significant Corridors in the CMP refer to places where low-cost, proactive 
strategies are considered appropriate, but where adding roadway capacity would face a higher burden of proof than locations 
within Congested Corridors and would only be acceptable as a last resort. Furthermore, the 2006 CMP has been superseded by 
updates in 2009 and 2012, and the referenced area is no longer designated as an Emerging/Regionally Significant Corridor. For 
the most recent CMP, please see www.dvrpc.org/CongestionManagement.

Response by PennDOT: 
Lower Makefield, Upper Makefield, Newtown, and Wrightstown Townships are sponsoring the Stoopville Road Phase II project as 
a continuation of the Stoopville Road project. The first phase (S. R. 2028, Section ECF) was constructed in 2009-10. The design
undertaken as a local effort addresses current  vehicular movements while improving pedestrian access throughout the project 
area. Overall the design addresses short term needs along this portion of Stoopville Road. Beyond these improvements, no more 
regional/long term improvements are programmed.
The project involves the construction of improvements at multiple locations along Durham Road (S.R. 0413), Stoopville Road 
(S.R. 2028), Eagle Road (a Township Road), Washington Crossing Road (S.R. 0532), and Highland Road (a Township Road). 
The project limits extend from the Stoopville Road/Durham Road intersection to the Village of Dolington along Washington 
Crossing Road. The proposed improvements include:
 •Improvements to the Stoopville Road/Durham Road intersection by widening Durham Road to provide an exclusive left-turn lane 

on southbound Durham Road for vehicles traveling to eastbound Stoopville Road. There is no widening proposed for the 
Stoopville Road approach to the intersection. A new traffic signal will be installed at this intersection.
 •Construction of a walking path along the south side of Stoopville Road from Eagleton Farms Road/Hemlock Drive to Eagle Road; 

continuing along the west side of Eagle Road to Marigold Drive; along the north side of Stoopville Road from Creamery Road to 
the intersection of Stoopville Road/Washington Crossing Road; and continuing along the north side of Washington Crossing Road 
to Highland Road. The walking path will be a 6' wide bituminous path that is set a minimum of 4' off the edge of existing pavement.
Decorative crosswalks and new ADA-compliant curb ramps will be installed for the walking path crossings at the intersection of 
Eagleton Farms Road and Stoopville Road, at Stoopville Road and Washington Crossing Road, and at Washington Crossing 
Road and Highland Road. The walking path construction will require the extension of an existing pipe culvert which carries a 
tributary to Hough's Creek beneath Stoopville Road between Highland Road and Creamery Road. The pipe will be extended 12 
feet to allow for the walking path to cross over the tributary.
 •Widening of the west side of Highland Road at Washington Crossing Road to provide an exclusive right-turn lane from 

southbound Highland Road to westbound Washington Crossing Road.
 •Installation of additional traffic control signs and gateway signage along Washington Crossing Road through the Village of 

Dolington, including a multi-way stop at the intersection of Washington Crossing Road and Dolington Road (S.R. 2075). 
Construction is limited to the addition of stop signs at the intersection, the painting of stop bars on the pavement, and the 
installation of post-mounted gateway signage adjacent to the shoulders of Washington Crossing Road approaching the 
intersection.
The improvements listed above do not include specific drainage improvements. As a local design effort, the townships participated
in scoping the improvements. To this point, no specific drainage concerns have been noted.

Response by Bucks County: 
Bucks County supports this project since it will provide urgently needed safety improvements along this corridor.

Current scope appears to include items 2 through 5 in your comments. No specific drainage issues have been identified by the 
local project sponsors, and therefore, have not been included.

Terry Drive Extension
Response to: C.296
Response by PennDOT: 
Since PennDOT intends to proceed with Swamp Road/Pennswood Road Bridge Over Branch of Neshaminy Creek (MPMS 
364781), funding for Terry Drive is not available and would have to go through the same process as every new potential candidate
project.

Response by Bucks County: 
If Newtown Township would like to pursue the Terry Drive Extension, we suggest that this project be submitted as a new project 
during the next TIP update.
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MPMS #14532 - US 30, Coatesville Downingtown Bypass Reconstruction Design
Response to: C.297, C.298, C.299
Response by Chester County: 
PennDOT will be obligating the earmark funding to assure the funds will be secured.
Preliminary engineering will begin over the next four years.
These PE activities will evaluate the project sequencing and constructability of the entire project from PA 10 to Business 30/Exton
Bypass.
Therefore, the project staging and sequencing is subject to change. These concerns and much more input from municipal officials
and other stakeholders will be taken into consideration.

MPMS #84884 - US 30, Coatesville Downingtown Bypass (CWR-Western Section)
Response to: C.300, C.301, C.302
Response by DVRPC: 
PA Act 89 funding will provide much needed investment to the DVRPC region’s transportation system, but is still not sufficient to
meet all desires and needs.  Act 89 funding enables the region to begin addressing backlogs of projects for both highway and 
transit systems as a first priority, and to begin to make investments in new projects. The Chester County Route 30 
Eastern/Western projects were previously on the Illustrative Unfunded list, meaning there was not capacity to fund them even 
within a 12 year programming horizon.  These projects have both been moved into the 12 year program in the FY2015 Draft TIP. 
This is a huge success for the corridor which is estimated to cost close to $500 million. Funding is provided in the early first four 
year period in order to study an appropriate approach to dealing with the complexities of the eastern section as well as complete
design needed for the corridor.  As the region approaches another TIP Update for FY2017, all projects will be re-examined for 
costs and schedules and will be re-programmed as appropriate.  If there is agreement by Chester County public and stakeholders 
on the approaches developed by PennDOT for the corridor then there will be less delay in project implementation.

Funding for the regional TIP is developed based on the mix of projects, need, schedule, and resources.  For example, funding is
not allocated to our 5 counties by formula such as population or by lane miles or by VMT.  Funding in the TIP by county fluctuates
from TIP Update to TIP Update depending on what projects are advancing within any four year period as we work regionally to 
address our transportation system.  For example, funding for Chester County ramped up significantly between FY09 and FY14 as 
the $170 million construction of Section 300 of Route 202 got underway. Funding in the FY2015 TIP for PA will be higher this year
for Delaware County than it has been in the past because the additional Act 89 funding has enabled the Route 322 corridor which
has gone unfunded over the last 6 years to finally advance in a meaningful way.   There are also projects which fall under the 
“Various” category which impact multiple counties, or projects which may reside in two counties, but may be listed in only one 
county for project management purposes, such as work along Route 422. Finally, there is also a transit program which is not listed
by county, but rather combines project types into “Programs” per the request of the Federal Transit Administration.  It is worthwhile 
to note that Chester County’s highest project priority, the Paoli Transportation Center has significant funding in the program, and 
has been advanced to indicate $36 million in the first four years to address ADA compliance at the site, approximately $32 million
from SEPTA for Phase 2 of the project starting in the second four years, and approximately $35 million for the Darby Road 
connection roadway project also in the first four years which is the keystone to making the site work.  Large projects take time to 
get to construction, and the regional distribution of funds follows the large projects which cycle throughout our region to create an 
effective, well-maintained, safe transportation system.

Act 89 will hopefully provide an opportunity for the region to add new, important projects to the program with the development of
the FY2017 TIP, as we begin the process of addressing our current backlogs via the FY2015 program.  It takes time to develop 
and screen candidates and we look forward to the possibilities created by the new funding source.
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MPMS #87781 - US 30, Coatesville Downingtown Bypass (CER-Eastern Section)
Response to: C.303, C.304, C.305
Response by DVRPC: 
PA Act 89 funding will provide much needed investment to the DVRPC region’s transportation system, but is still not sufficient to
meet all desires and needs.  Act 89 funding enables the region to begin addressing backlogs of projects for both highway and 
transit systems as a first priority, and to begin to make investments in new projects. The Chester County Route 30 
Eastern/Western projects were previously on the Illustrative Unfunded list, meaning there was not capacity to fund them even 
within a 12 year programming horizon.  These projects have both been moved into the 12 year program in the FY2015 Draft TIP. 
This is a huge success for the corridor which is estimated to cost close to $500 million. Funding is provided in the early first four 
year period in order to study an appropriate approach to dealing with the complexities of the eastern section as well as complete
design needed for the corridor.  As the region approaches another TIP Update for FY2017, all projects will be re-examined for 
costs and schedules and will be re-programmed as appropriate.  If there is agreement by Chester County public and stakeholders 
on the approaches developed by PennDOT for the corridor then there will be less delay in project implementation.

Funding for the regional TIP is developed based on the mix of projects, need, schedule, and resources.  For example, funding is
not allocated to our 5 counties by formula such as population or by lane miles or by VMT.  Funding in the TIP by county fluctuates
from TIP Update to TIP Update depending on what projects are advancing within any four year period as we work regionally to 
address our transportation system.  For example, funding for Chester County ramped up significantly between FY09 and FY14 as 
the $170 million construction of Section 300 of Route 202 got underway. Funding in the FY2015 TIP for PA will be higher this year
for Delaware County than it has been in the past because the additional Act 89 funding has enabled the Route 322 corridor which
has gone unfunded over the last 6 years to finally advance in a meaningful way.   There are also projects which fall under the 
“Various” category which impact multiple counties, or projects which may reside in two counties, but may be listed in only one 
county for project management purposes, such as work along Route 422. Finally, there is also a transit program which is not listed
by county, but rather combines project types into “Programs” per the request of the Federal Transit Administration.  It is worthwhile 
to note that Chester County’s highest project priority, the Paoli Transportation Center has significant funding in the program, and 
has been advanced to indicate $36 million in the first four years to address ADA compliance at the site, approximately $32 million
from SEPTA for Phase 2 of the project starting in the second four years, and approximately $35 million for the Darby Road 
connection roadway project also in the first four years which is the keystone to making the site work.  Large projects take time to 
get to construction, and the regional distribution of funds follows the large projects which cycle throughout our region to create an 
effective, well-maintained, safe transportation system.

Act 89 will hopefully provide an opportunity for the region to add new, important projects to the program with the development of
the FY2017 TIP, as we begin the process of addressing our current backlogs via the FY2015 program.  It takes time to develop 
and screen candidates and we look forward to the possibilities created by the new funding source.
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MPMS #15251 - US 1, Baltimore Pike Interchange Improvements
Response to: B.280, C.306
Response by PennDOT: 
PennDOT initiated the change. PennDOT supports expanding the project.

This project involves reconstructing the US 1/PA 352 interchange at the terminus of the Media Bypass, upgrading roads and 
intersections, and traffic signals.   Project includes improvements along US 1 beginning at the intersection with PA 452 to east of 
the Media Bypass, and along PA 352 beginning north of the Williamson Free School entrance drive to the intersection of PA 352 /
PA 452.  Local street improvements are included to improve circulation and provide access.

The existing bridge carrying PA 352 and sidewalk over US 1 will be studied for replacement.  The existing bridge carrying the 
northbound Media Bypass ramp will also be studied for replacement or removal.  Project includes sidewalks and new/upgraded 
traffic signals with pedestrian indications.  Bike lanes will be studied in conjunction with the Delaware County Bicycle Plan.

Response by Delaware County: 
The County supports the expansion of the project limits, the inclusion of bicycle facilities in the project description and the project 
itself, and the improvement of roadway aesthetics. Including bicycle facilities is consistent with the Delaware County Bicycle Plan
and Delaware County 2035, the County’s Comprehensive Plan.
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Bridge Replacement of Bustard Road at Morris Road
Response to: C.314
Response by Montgomery County: 
For the Bustard Rd bridge project, the crossing is somewhat problematic due to the narrowness of the structure which make the 
bridge functionally obsolete (FO). However the bridge is not be structurally deficient (SD) so its replacement is not a priority for 
Penndot which has a long backlog of SD bridges.

Delaware County - Route 252: Mary Jane Lane to Rose Tree Rd
Response to: C.315
Response by Delaware County: 
Delaware County joins with the Bicycle Coalition to request funding support from PennDOT for the striping plans on Routes 252 
and 320. We will also request additional funding for the FY 2001-2004 TIP project Retrofit for Bike Lanes and Shoulders (MPMS 
0596) when the FY 2017-2020 TIP is developed beginning next year. The Delaware County Bicycle Plan supports bicycle-friendly 
improvements to its On-road Bicycle Improvement Network, which includes these sections of Routes 252 and 320.

Delaware County - Route 320: Wesley Rd to Baltimore Pike
Response to: C.316
Response by Delaware County: 
Delaware County joins with the Bicycle Coalition to request funding support from PennDOT for the striping plans on Routes 252 
and 320. We will also request additional funding for the FY 2001-2004 TIP project Retrofit for Bike Lanes and Shoulders (MPMS 
0596) when the FY 2017-2020 TIP is developed beginning next year. The Delaware County Bicycle Plan supports bicycle-friendly 
improvements to its On-road Bicycle Improvement Network, which includes these sections of Routes 252 and 320.

Montgomery County - Morris Road: US 202 Dekalb Pike to Valley Forge Road
Response to: C.317
Response by Montgomery County: 
The county will support a discussion of this former TIP item for the FY17 TIP update. There are a number of funding projects and
issues, including this one, which will require the Pa Subcommittee to meet regularly in advance of the next TIP update.

MPMS #16097 - Graterford Road Bridge
Response to: C.307
Response by PennDOT: 
The Graterford Road Bridge will be added to Group L (#92311), which will be let in December.  Group L is funded with the ACT89.

Response by Montgomery County: 
The County supports adding Graterford Rd bridge into Group L.

MPMS #16565 - PA 363, Valley Forge Rd.
Response to: C.308
Response by Montgomery County: 
For Valley Forge and Sumneytown Pike intersection, the region may consider new TIP candidates with the FY17 update. The 
county will add that to its candidate list.

MPMS #57851 - Plank Road/Otts Road/Meyers Road/Seitz Road Intersection Improvements
Response to: C.309
Response by Montgomery County: 
The county will give high priority in the FY17 TIP update to program construction funding in FY17 for the Otts/Plank/Myers/Seitz
project referenced by Cecile Daniel.
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MPMS #64795 - Belmont Rd/Rock Hill Rd Widening: I-76 Ramps to Rock Hill Road
Response to: C.310, C.311, C.312
Response by DVRPC: 
The project description will be updated to include the improvements at the adjacent intersection of Conshohocken State Road and
Rock Hill Road. The description change is included in the List of Recommended Changes that the Board will vote on along with 
the Draft TIP for adoption.

Response by Montgomery County: 
The county concurs in the township’s request to clarify the project description. The intersection of Rock Hill and Pa-23 was 
originally scoped into the Rock Hill/Belmont project as a corridor improvement between Pa-23 and the I-76 Belmont interchange. 
The original environmental document included this area. The township should advance the intersection improvement as well as 
the Belmont Ave/Rock Hill widening project. The section of Rock Hill Rd between the two township-led projects will be improved by 
the developer of the lands adjacent to this section. This is an Act 209 Traffic Impact Fee project partnership between the township,
Penndot and the developer. 
A portion of needed right of way was purchased by the township a number of years ago to prevent a future land development from 
becoming a project obstruction. The township had requested in the past that the amount they spent on this right of way, $1.6 
million, be used as the match for the remaining right of way. The cost identified in the draft TIP for future right of way acquisitions
is a placeholder, as usually occurs, until environmental clearance is obtained and final design/right of way can formally begin. At 
that point, appraisals will be done, per Penndot guidelines, and a cost identified. As with most projects of this type, right of way 
costs are what they are. The county will support the appropriate Penndot funds needed in the FY17 TIP update to advance and 
fully fund the right of way phase for the project.

MPMS #89715 - US 422, Sanatoga Interchange Ramp Improvements
Response to: C.313
Response by DVRPC: 
This project is included as a Long Range Plan project. The project is incorporated in the Study Line Item (MPMS #102275) that 
serves as a placeholder for Decade of Investment studies.

Response by Montgomery County: 
The 422 Sanatoga interchange improvement project is a Decade of Investment Study. That study and many others are contained 
in MPMS# 102275. Prior to the FY17 update, the region will review the status of all studies and determine a strategy to advance
them. As the concept for the interchange ramp improvements was done several years ago, we hope to be in a position in the FY17 
update to identify the funding on the 12 Year Program to fund all phases.

Rt 113 & Rt 29 Intersection Improvement
Response to: C.318
Response by PennDOT: 
It is too early to decide if this project can be added in the FY2017 TIP. In the event that the region is at a place where it can add 
new projects in FY2017 TIP,  PennDOT will support Montgomery if they give top priority to 113 & 29.

S.R. 0113 Relocation
Response to: C.319
Response by Montgomery County: 
The Draft FY15 TIP was prepared with a primary goal to accommodate not only an aggressive bridge and highway rebuilding 
program but also addressing older, previously authorized highway and bridge projects which were started in previous years but put
on hold due to funding. Some of the projects have been deferred and delayed  for multiple TIPs even though significant 
engineering and much of the right of way had been acquired. The region did not consider new projects in the preparation of this
TIP as the program must be fiscally constrained to the amount of funding allocated to us by Harrisburg. The 113 Relocation 
Project is an important project though it would be considered “new” for funding consideration. Without any additional funding being
allocated by Harrisburg to this region, there isn’t any currently available funding in the FY15 TIP. The counties and city hope that 
we can consider new projects when we prepare for the FY17 TIP and Montgomery County will add this to our priority list.
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Widening PA 63 Forty Foot Road near Tomlinson Road
Response to: C.320
Response by Montgomery County: 
For Forty Foot Rd widening, it could be a future candidate as well though the township may want to advance the project on its 
own, and be more timely, considering the backlog of Decade of Investment projects to fund over the next dozen years.
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Penn’s Landing Access and Community Improvement
Response to: C.321
Response by Philadelphia County: 
Thank you for your comment. We will continue to work with our regional planning partners to identify opportunities for this 
regionally significant project.
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Design and Construction funding needed for trails
Response to: C.365
Response by DVRPC: 
Thank you for your comment and support of adding $1 million in CMAQ funds to the FY2018 Transportation Alternatives Program 
line item for Circuit trail projects.  The description for the Transportation Alternative Program in the TIP (MPMS #64984) will be 
updated in the Final Version of the FY2015 TIP for PA.  The updated description will explicitly state the purpose and intended 
allocation of the $1 million for Circuit trail projects.  

Thank you for detailing the 61 Circuit trail projects that have undergone planning and need design/construction funding.  The build-
out of the Circuit is included in the region’s long-range plan, Connections 2040, and the region recognizes the value of creating a 
multimodal transportation system that provides viable non-motorized transportation options.  DVRPC is aware of the status of 
many of these projects and is working to move them forward.  The list you provided will assist DVRPC staff, the counties and the
DVRPC Board in better understanding and prioritizing these Circuit projects.  DVRPC is currently working with all our regional 
public, private and non-profit partners to design and engineer Circuit trail projects and prepare them for construction.  Indeed,
achieving a state of “project readiness” is key to access future construction funding when it becomes available.  In Pennsylvania,
DVRPC is organizing a working group comprised of county transportation planners to better understand the relative status of all
projects in the Circuit trail universe, set priorities, and be prepared to take advantage of funding opportunities when they arise.
The TIP is a constrained financial plan, but bicycling and walking have been growing as modes of travel in the region, and DVRPC
is committed to encouraging this positive trend within existing constraints. 

We share your commitment to make our region an ever-better and safer place to bike for work and play, and we look forward to an
ongoing collaboration among all our partners—including the Bicycle Coalition—to achieve this vision.

MPMS #102102 - North Delaware Avenue Phase 1B
Response to: C.361
Response by PennDOT: 
The North Delaware Avenue Extension Phase IB is a continuation of the North Delaware Avenue Extension IA and the typical 
section established in Phase IA will be continued to through this phase of the project. The proposed typical section is 6’ sidewalk, 
6’ buffer zone, 38’ cartway, 6’ buffer, and 12; bicycle and pedestrian trail.

MPMS #102274 - Schuylkill River Swing Bridge
Response to: A.51, A.52, A.53, A.54, A.55, A.56, A.57, A.58, A.59, A.60, A.61, A.62, A.63, A.64, A.65, A.253, A.254, A.255, 
A.256, A.257, A.258, A.259, A.260, A.261, A.262, A.263, A.264, A.265, A.266, A.267, A.268, C.362
Response by Philadelphia County: 
Thank you for your comment.

MPMS #102279 - Traffic Calming Program (ARLE 4)
Response to: C.363
Response by DVRPC: 
Thank you for your comment.

MPMS #102280 - Broad Street Pedestrian Crossing Improvements (ARLE 4)
Response to: C.364
Response by Philadelphia County: 
Raised crosswalks, along with raised intersections, speed humps and speed cushions, have been tested as traffic calming and 
safety measures, and have been shown to reduce vehicle speeds without impeding emergency and transit vehicles. The Streets 
Department intends to continue considering these devices at locations with demonstrated excessive speeds.
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MPMS #13014 - Clay Ridge Road Bridge Over Beaver Creek (CB #30)
Response to: C.322
Response by PennDOT: 
This bridge contributes to a historic district. A Rehabilitation Feasibility Analysis will be prepared to determine if the existing bridge 
can be rehabilitated and meet the project purpose and need.

Response by Bucks County: 
Bucks County believes this project is necessary and justified and therefore, supports the project.

MPMS #13716 - Headquarters Road Bridge Over Tinicum Creek
Response to: C.323
Response by PennDOT: 
Thank you for your comments regarding the Headquarters Road Bridge over Tinicum Creek. 
PennDOT is tasked with the safe transport of the traveling public and emergency services. Specifically for the Headquarters Road
bridge in Tinicum Township, township residents have expressed significant concern over the continued closure of the 
Headquarters Road Bridge in regards to emergency service vehicle access throughout the township. PennDOT’s policy regarding 
required bridge width and one lane structures is outlined in its Highway Design Manual (DM-2). Although at times bridge width can
be dependent on the type of bridge and the type of work proposed, construction of a one lane bridge is allowed when all of the 
following conditions are met: 

 1.The bridge is on a facility functionally classified as a local road off the National Highway System 
 2.The bridge has an ADT less than or equal to 400 
 3.The bridge needs to be reconstructed for structural reasons but there is no evidence of a site-specific safety problem 
 4.There is no existing or anticipated significant land use conflicts

It is important to understand that safety is of the utmost concern with regards to the design of public infrastructure and PennDOT
required width criteria has been developed to provide safe and easily maintainable roads and bridges. Providing a bridge with 
inadequate width can result in long term maintenance and safety issues especially when a motorist traveling on a 2 lane road 
encounters a sudden change in the traffic pattern generated by a one lane structure. With that said, PennDOT has and will 
continue to employ context sensitive solutions in rural and historic areas by working with the public and local stakeholders. 
With regards to your comment on impacts to the Exceptional Value and Wild & Scenic Designated TInicum Creek, PennDOT has 
and will continue to work with the State and Federal Agencies responsible for oversight of regulatory requirements throughout 
design. All necessary permits and clearances will be obtained from these agencies through coordination in design.

Response by Bucks County: 
Bucks County believes this project is necessary and justified and therefore, supports the project.

MPMS #17511 - City Ave o/ SEPTA (Bridge)
Response to: C.324
Response by PennDOT: 
This is a renovation project. We will consider the stair and ramp connection as the project progress.  This renovation project has
very narrow project limit, therefore unlikely to contribute to the Proposed Parkside City Line multi-use trail.

MPMS #17581 - Bells Mill Road
Response to: C.325
Response by Philadelphia County: 
The project currently includes sidewalk on the west side of the street. There is no room for a shared path within the current ROW.

MPMS #17622 - Adams Avenue Bridge Over Tacony Creek
Response to: C.326
Response by PennDOT: 
This project is currently in the preliminary engineering and environmental activities stage.  The replacement option being 
considered would provide shoulders/sidewalks to accommodate pedestrians across the bridge.  The rehabilitation option being 
considered does not provide any additional width beyond the existing 22.5’.  Should the rehabilitation option be selected, 
pedestrians will continue to use the nearby footbridge over Tacony Creek located just upstream in Fairmount Park.
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MPMS #17697 - Island Avenue Signal Upgrade
Response to: C.327
Response by Philadelphia County: 
The project includes re-alignment of a number of intersections in order to channelize traffic and to make the intersections more
pedestrian-friendly by reducing turning radii and thus vehicular turning speeds,  and shortening crossing distances. The design for 
the project has been and will be closely coordinated with SEPTA.

MPMS #17816 - Chestnut Street Bridges (4) at 30th Street
Response to: C.328
Response by PennDOT: 
The Chestnut Street Bridge rehabilitation over the Schuylkill River, Schuylkill River Trail, and over the CSX Railroad currently
proposes to narrow the existing roadway slightly to increase the sidewalk widths over these structures.  Increases in sidewalk 
width around the existing Schuylkill River Trailhead atop Chestnut Street (both sides) are  limited due to the arch structure which is 
a contributing element to the adjacent RAMCAT/Schuylkill Historic District that runs along 24th Street.  
Walking zone width will be maximized to the extents possible, but allowance for ADA Ramps, pedestrian/roadway lighting, 
standard street signage, parking kiosks, and  signal poles will affect the achievable walking zone width possible.
Tightening the curb radii at the intersection of Chestnut Street and Schuylkill Avenue West will be investigated.  Curb radii are
generally governed by design code criteria.  The criteria, in general, addresses safety issues arising from errant vehicles and
providing adequate space for truck turning movements.

MPMS #48193 - Allen`s Lane Bridge Over SEPTA R8 Rail Line
Response to: C.329
Response by PennDOT: 
The proposed design includes 8’ sidewalks on both sides of the structure which will provide 6’ or more of clear walking zone on
both sides of the structure.

MPMS #48711 - This project is not a highway project.  May be a typo by commentor.
Response to: C.330
Response by DVRPC: 
This MPMS # does not exist in the Highway and Bridge portion of PenDOT's MPMS system.  This might be a typo by the 
commenter. DVRPC thinks the intended project is MPMS #47811 - Bridge Street Design (Section BSR)(IMP). The response on 
this project would be: Using data from Point of Access Study, continued coordination with the Philadelphia Streets Department 
and Philadelphia Parks and Recreation on all pedestrian and bicyclists concerns is taking place.

MPMS #57276 - Montgomery Avenue Bridge over Amtrak at 30th Street (CB)
Response to: C.331
Response by PennDOT: 
The new bridge will have sidewalks on both sides and the limit of sidewalk replacement on the project will extend from W. 
Greenwood Avenue to W. Sedgley Avenue.

MPMS #57897 - Haverford Avenue Signal Modernization
Response to: C.332
Response by Philadelphia County: 
This project has been bid and is at the award stage. The scope of the project includes creating curb bumpouts at several locations
in order to channelize traffic and reduce vehicular turning speeds and pedestrian crossing distances.

MPMS #57901 - Lincoln Drive (3R)
Response to: C.333
Response by Philadelphia County: 
The sidewalk will be extended to provide continuity along the west side of the Drive within the project limits, and thus to connect
Rittenhouse Town with Wayne Avenue. Widening and converting to shared path will be explored  for feasibility within existing 
space constraints.
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MPMS #61712 - North Delaware Riverfront Greenway/Heritage Trail/K&T Line Item
Response to: C.334
Response by PennDOT: 
Acknowledged.  The trail sections have been and will be designed to AASHTO standards and PennDOT and City of Philadelphia 
requirements.

MPMS #64984 - Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP) Line Item
Response to: A.68, A.69, A.70, A.71, A.72, A.73, A.74, A.75, A.76, A.77, A.78, A.79, A.80, A.81, A.82, A.83, A.84, A.85, A.86, 
A.87, A.88, A.89, A.90, A.91, A.92, A.93, A.94, A.95, A.96, A.97, A.98, A.99, A.100, A.101, A.102, A.103, A.104, A.105, A.106, 
A.107, A.108, 
Response by DVRPC: 
Thank you for your comment and support of adding $1 million in CMAQ funds to the FY2018 Transportation Alternatives Program 
line item for Circuit trail projects.  The description for the Transportation Alternative Program in the TIP (MPMS #64984) will be 
updated in the Final Version of the FY2015 TIP for PA.  The updated description will explicitly state the purpose and intended 
allocation of the $1 million for Circuit trail projects.  

Thank you for detailing the 61 Circuit trail projects that have undergone planning and need design/construction funding.  The build-
out of the Circuit is included in the region’s long-range plan, Connections 2040, and the region recognizes the value of creating a 
multimodal transportation system that provides viable non-motorized transportation options.  DVRPC is aware of the status of 
many of these projects and is working to move them forward.  The list you provided will assist DVRPC staff, the counties and the
DVRPC Board in better understanding and prioritizing these Circuit projects.  DVRPC is currently working with all our regional 
public, private and non-profit partners to design and engineer Circuit trail projects and prepare them for construction.  Indeed,
achieving a state of “project readiness” is key to access future construction funding when it becomes available.  In Pennsylvania,
DVRPC is organizing a working group comprised of county transportation planners to better understand the relative status of all
projects in the Circuit trail universe, set priorities, and be prepared to take advantage of funding opportunities when they arise.
The TIP is a constrained financial plan, but bicycling and walking have been growing as modes of travel in the region, and DVRPC
is committed to encouraging this positive trend within existing constraints. 

We share your commitment to make our region an ever-better and safer place to bike for work and play, and we look forward to an
ongoing collaboration among all our partners—including the Bicycle Coalition—to achieve this vision.

DVRPC is convening a working group comprised of the county transportation to develop a collective understanding of Circuit trail
projects, priorities, timing issues, and funding needs. The working group will develop a collective understanding of which Circuit
trail projects are ready for construction, the level of resources needed to complete those projects, and potential sources of 
funding.  The working group will also look at the universe of Circuit projects that are in various stages of planning to determine
what is needed to get them ready for construction and improve their desirability for future funding programs.

MPMS #69828 - Market Street Bridges (2) Over Schuylkill River and CSX Railroad (MSB)
Response to: C.338
Response by PennDOT: 
The oversized sidewalks on the Market Street Bridge rehabilitation over the Schuylkill River is proposed to be replaced in-kind.
These sidewalks still have to accommodate ADA Ramps, pedestrian/roadway lighting, standard street signage, parking kiosks, 
signal poles, dry fire hydrants, Schuylkill River Trail Trellis and signage (Existing), and sidewalk furniture (existing and by others), 
which will affect the achievable walking zone width possible.
The sidewalks on the Market Street Bridge over the Schuylkill River Trail and CSX Railroad are proposed to be widened, but not to
the oversized width that exists on the River Bridge.  Sidewalk width increase is constrained by the roadway right-of-way, roadway 
width (to be maintained) and adjacent building limits.

MPMS #69913 - Grays Ferry Avenue Bridge Over Schuylkill River
Response to: C.339
Response by PennDOT: 
There are no plans to modify the existing north sidewalk of the bridge.  As part of the project, a 10-foot wide multi user trail will be 
constructed on the south side of the existing bridge and both roadway approaches.  Currently there are sidewalks on all existing
roadway approaches to the bridge.  When the project is completed, the multi-user trail will connect the south sidewalks on the east
and west approaches to the bridge—thereby adding to existing pedestrian and bicycle facilities.
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MPMS #69914 - Fifth Street over Conrail (Bridge)
Response to: C.340
Response by PennDOT: 
The final product will include 13’ – 15’ width sidewalks on both sides of the road. These will run the length of the existing bridge.
Replacing sidewalk, in its entirety, b/t Hunting Park and Bristol is not in the project scope. (N. 5th St. is city owned and the plan is 
to turnback the road rebuild section, when completed, to Phila.)

MPMS #70014 - Center City Signal Improvements (North) - Phase 3
Response to: C.341
Response by Philadelphia County: 
This project has been bid and is at the award stage. The existing intersections radii are relatively small.

MPMS #70243 - American Street Streetscape
Response to: C.342
Response by Philadelphia County: 
The scope of the project includes installing curb bumpouts at most of the intersections.

MPMS #72597 - Ben Franklin Bridge Philadelphia Operational Improvement
Response to: C.343
Response by PennDOT: 
This project is in the very early stages of design and preliminary engineering.  The CAC  comments will be shared with DRPA and
given full consideration.

MPMS #74828 - American Cities/Safe Routes to School - Phase 3
Response to: C.344
Response by Philadelphia County: 
The project will include a variety of safety measures near school locations and along access routes, particularly at designated
crossing guard locations. This will include bump-outs to reduce crossing distances and tightened radii to slow turning vehicles as 
well as pedestrian signals with countdown timers.

MPMS #78758 - JFK Boulevard Bridges (3) Over 21st/22nd/23rd Streets
Response to: C.345
Response by PennDOT: 
A pedestrian access consisting of a ramp and stairs is being provided between JFK Boulevard and 22nd Street in the northwest 
quadrant.  Through our stakeholder coordination, the City discussed the potential to convert the north sidewalk to a shared use
path at a future date.  This project will provide a widened north sidewalk to accommodate this, but a shared use path will not be
incorporated as part of this project.

MPMS #78764 - W Girard Ave O/CSX (Bridge)
Response to: C.346
Response by PennDOT: 
We are coordinating efforts with several parties including the Fairmount Park and Philadelphia Zoo.  The replacement sidewalks 
with match the existing widths in the range of 10’ to over 14’.

MPMS #79908 - I-95: Kennedy to Levick (Section BS1) (IMP)
Response to: C.347
Response by PennDOT: 
Using data from the Point of Access Study, continued coordination with the Philadelphia Streets Department and Philadelphia 
Parks and Recreation on all pedestrian and bicyclists concerns is taking place.
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MPMS #79910 - I-95: Margaret to Kennedy (Section BS2) (IMP)
Response to: C.348
Response by PennDOT: 
Using data from the Point of Access Study, continued coordination with the Philadelphia Streets Department and Philadelphia 
Parks and Recreation on all pedestrian and bicyclists concerns is taking place.

MPMS #80054 - Bridges Over Vine Street Expressway (I-676) (PAB) - Part 3
Response to: C.349
Response by PennDOT: 
The proposed pedestrian circulation improvements through the Ben Franklin Parkway and 20th street intersection developed 
during preliminary engineering did not change during final design.
The Streets Department, PennDOT and numerous public stakeholders were involved in the evaluation of the proposed 
intersection improvements. Public meetings with Fairmount Park, the Philadelphia Art Commission, Logan Square Neighborhood 
Association, the Parkway Council and other entities during final design included renderings of the intersection improvements. All
parties agreed that the proposed pedestrian circulation at the intersection is a significant improvement over the existing conditions.
PennDOT will develop a project specific website  that will be accessible by the public during construction.  The site will provide
information about vehicular, bicycle and pedestrian  movements through the project area during construction.

MPMS #80104 - Henry Ave Corridor Safety Improvements
Response to: C.350
Response by PennDOT: 
Yes, “advance pedestrian signal timing” means leading pedestrian interval. Median islands are being considered at some 
locations along the corridor. Coordination with the Philadelphia City Planning Commission is ongoing, specifically with regards to 
the Lower Northwest District Plan.  Currently the proposed tree removal is limited to the median island trees which have 
significantly large branches which extend over the travel lanes; the removal does not involve the trees located along the sidewalks.

MPMS #81292 - Frankford Av/Frankford Ck (Bridge)
Response to: C.351
Response by PennDOT: 
The Frankford Avenue Project is currently scoped as a bridge replacement project that requires extensive utility coordination with
the Philadelphia Water Department and SEPTA. Design considerations for the Frankford Green Greenway have not been 
considered but will try to be incorporated as PennDOT proceeds with the design process.

MPMS #85417 - Allegheny Avenue Safety Improvements
Response to: C.352
Response by PennDOT: 
The installation of pedestrian fencing along Allegheny Avenue was reviewed as part of the Preliminary Engineering of the project,
and it has been determined to not include the fencing as part of the project.  

The use of lead pedestrian intervals was considered during the final design of the traffic signals; however, it was not implemented
at the intersections. The majority of the project intersections have smaller turning radii.  The project will include the installation of 
countdown pedestrian signals.
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MPMS #85419 - Erie Av: Broad St. - K St
Response to: C.353
Response by PennDOT: 
The use of lead pedestrian intervals was considered during the final design of the traffic signals; however, it was not implemented
at the intersections. The majority of the project intersections have smaller turning radii.  The project will include the installation of 
countdown pedestrian signals.  For the intersection of Erie Avenue and Front Street, which has larger turning radii, curb 
modifications to reduce pedestrian crossings have been incorporated into the design.  

For the intersection of 2nd Street and Sedgley Avenue, roadway improvements are not included into the design; however, the 
following improvements are included per the Road Safety Audit (RSA):

 •replace all pavement markings and add more space between stop bars and crosswalks (RSA recommendations),
 •replace all traffic control and school signs,
 •remove all existing "NO Turns 2:45PM-3:45PM Mon-Fri" signs and replace with LED Blank-out "No Turns" signs for all 4 

approaches,
 •replace NE-S and NE-W curb ramps, and  
 •change pavement markings for SB 2nd St. to provide left-through, through, and right lanes.

MPMS #87107 - School District of Philadelphia Improvement (SRTSF) - Round 1
Response to: C.354
Response by PennDOT: 
The Safe Routes to School program allows for improvements within 2 miles of school property.

Response by Philadelphia County: 
The project will include some sidewalk repairs both immediately adjacent to school locations and along access routes and at 
designated crossing guard locations as well as the possible installation of bump-outs at locations with demonstrated safety issues.

MPMS #88767 - Bridges Over Vine Street Expressway (I-676) (PAA) - Part 1
Response to: C.355
Response by PennDOT: 
As part of final design for this project, a signal has been added to the intersection of 22nd Street and the I-676 on/off ramps.  The 
turning radii of this intersection were evaluated but are limited/restricted by existing utility manholes in the roadway that prevent
the curb from being revised significantly. The new signal will help improve and better control the pedestrian movements at the 
intersection. Final design for the 21st and 22nd Street Bridges is included in Part 3. Part 2 was replaced by Part 3 because of the 
additional final design work added to the project. The project description for both Vine Street Project MPMS numbers, MPMS 
80054 and 88767 will be clarified.

MPMS #90482 - North Delaware Riverfront Greenway (TIGER)
Response to: C.356
Response by PennDOT: 
The project has been constructed.   The funding in the Draft TIP is for conversion purposes only.

MPMS #92376 - Walnut Lane Bridge Over Wissahickon Creek Restoration
Response to: C.357
Response by PennDOT: 
The Walnut Lane Bridge is currently scoped as a bridge restoration project to preserve the historic integrity of the existing structure
in addition to right-sizing the Walnut Land Roundabout. Within the project limits, PennDOT will be restoring sidewalk and installing
new sidewalk at the roundabout to make better and safer pedestrian accommodations.
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MPMS #96223 - Philadelphia Signal Retiming- CMAQ Comp
Response to: C.358
Response by PennDOT: 
The purpose of the Philadelphia Signal Retiming project is to change signal timings for signals throughout the City of Philadelphia
to increase the mobility of vehicles and reduce congestion. Concerns regarding lead pedestrian timings should be discussed with
the City of Philadelphia Streets Department who is implementing the project.

Response by Philadelphia County: 
Leading Pedestrian Intervals (LPI) are shown to be an efficient and cost effective tool to enhance pedestrian safety at 
intersections with high pedestrian volumes crossing against heavy right turn vehicular movements. The Streets Department has 
used this tool previously and will continue to consider both LPI and tighter radii at such intersections under various current and

MPMS #98207 - I-95 Congestion Management
Response to: C.359
Response by DVRPC: 
As part of DVRPC’s ongoing I-95 Planning Assistance project, DVRPC, PennDOT, and SEPTA are coordinating to prioritize 
recommendations developed from the DVRPC Improving Non-motorized Access to Trenton Line Rail Stations study as well as 
recommendations for bicycle and pedestrian access to stations in Lower Bucks County on SEPTA’s West Trenton Line. The I-95 
reconstruction project includes a comprehensive set of congestion mitigation activities. In addition to enhancements to the 
capacity of the SEPTA regional rail lines parallel and closest to the I-95 corridor noted in MPMS# 98207, congestion management
activities include extensive support for trails, bike lanes, sidewalks, and other amenities for pedestrians and bicyclists.

MPMS #98221 - Stock`s Grove Road over Beaver Creek
Response to: C.360
Response by PennDOT: 
The bridge deck and substructure are in poor condition and the superstructure is in serious condition.  The overall bridge condition
is serious, and it is considered structurally deficient.  The bridge has a posted weight limit of 5 tons, limiting its usage by fire and 
emergency vehicles.  In addition to the structural issues, the bridge width limits it to one lane traffic, the bridge and approach
safety features are substandard, and the bridge is considered functionally obsolete.  The bridge has also been determined to be
scour critical.  Finally, the overall sufficiency rating for the bridge is 24.0, which ranks it as the 7th lowest rated bridge in the 
County’s inventory of 115 bridges. This is why Bucks County wishes to replace the bridge.

Response by Bucks County: 
The bridge deck and substructure are in poor condition and the superstructure is in serious condition.  The overall bridge condition
is serious, and it is considered structurally deficient.  The bridge has a posted weight limit of 5 tons, limiting its usage by fire and 
emergency vehicles.  In addition to the structural issues, the bridge width limits it to one lane traffic, the bridge and approach
safety features are substandard, and the bridge is considered functionally obsolete.  The bridge has also been determined to be
scour critical.  Finally, the overall sufficiency rating for the bridge is 24.0, which ranks it as the 7th lowest rated bridge in the 
County’s inventory of 115 bridges. Bucks County believes this project is necessary and justified, and therefore, supports the 
project.
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PennDOT`s policy on replacing single lane bridges with two lane bridges
Response to: C.366
Response by PennDOT: 
Thank you for your comments regarding the Headquarters Road Bridge over Tinicum Creek. 
PennDOT is tasked with the safe transport of the traveling public and emergency services. Specifically for the Headquarters Road
bridge in Tinicum Township, township residents have expressed significant concern over the continued closure of the 
Headquarters Road Bridge in regards to emergency service vehicle access throughout the township. PennDOT’s policy regarding 
required bridge width and one lane structures is outlined in its Highway Design Manual (DM-2). Although at times bridge width can
be dependent on the type of bridge and the type of work proposed, construction of a one lane bridge is allowed when all of the 
following conditions are met: 

 1.The bridge is on a facility functionally classified as a local road off the National Highway System 
 2.The bridge has an ADT less than or equal to 400 
 3.The bridge needs to be reconstructed for structural reasons but there is no evidence of a site-specific safety problem 
 4.There is no existing or anticipated significant land use conflicts

It is important to understand that safety is of the utmost concern with regards to the design of public infrastructure and PennDOT
required width criteria has been developed to provide safe and easily maintainable roads and bridges. Providing a bridge with 
inadequate width can result in long term maintenance and safety issues especially when a motorist traveling on a 2 lane road 
encounters a sudden change in the traffic pattern generated by a one lane structure. With that said, PennDOT has and will 
continue to employ context sensitive solutions in rural and historic areas by working with the public and local stakeholders. 
With regards to your comment on impacts to the Exceptional Value and Wild & Scenic Designated TInicum Creek, PennDOT has 
and will continue to work with the State and Federal Agencies responsible for oversight of regulatory requirements throughout 
design. All necessary permits and clearances will be obtained from these agencies through coordination in design.

Repairing Rather than Replacing Historic Structures
Response to: C.367
Response by PennDOT: 
Thank you for your comments regarding the Headquarters Road Bridge over Tinicum Creek. 
PennDOT is tasked with the safe transport of the traveling public and emergency services. Specifically for the Headquarters Road
bridge in Tinicum Township, township residents have expressed significant concern over the continued closure of the 
Headquarters Road Bridge in regards to emergency service vehicle access throughout the township. PennDOT’s policy regarding 
required bridge width and one lane structures is outlined in its Highway Design Manual (DM-2). Although at times bridge width can
be dependent on the type of bridge and the type of work proposed, construction of a one lane bridge is allowed when all of the 
following conditions are met: 

 1.The bridge is on a facility functionally classified as a local road off the National Highway System 
 2.The bridge has an ADT less than or equal to 400 
 3.The bridge needs to be reconstructed for structural reasons but there is no evidence of a site-specific safety problem 
 4.There is no existing or anticipated significant land use conflicts

It is important to understand that safety is of the utmost concern with regards to the design of public infrastructure and PennDOT
required width criteria has been developed to provide safe and easily maintainable roads and bridges. Providing a bridge with 
inadequate width can result in long term maintenance and safety issues especially when a motorist traveling on a 2 lane road 
encounters a sudden change in the traffic pattern generated by a one lane structure. With that said, PennDOT has and will 
continue to employ context sensitive solutions in rural and historic areas by working with the public and local stakeholders. 
With regards to your comment on impacts to the Exceptional Value and Wild & Scenic Designated TInicum Creek, PennDOT has 
and will continue to work with the State and Federal Agencies responsible for oversight of regulatory requirements throughout 
design. All necessary permits and clearances will be obtained from these agencies through coordination in design.
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Request to Dedicate Funding to complete The Circuit
Response to: C.368
Response by DVRPC: 
Thank you for your comment and support of adding $1 million in CMAQ funds to the FY2018 Transportation Alternatives Program 
line item for Circuit trail projects.  The description for the Transportation Alternative Program in the TIP (MPMS #64984) will be 
updated in the Final Version of the FY2015 TIP for PA.  The updated description will explicitly state the purpose and intended 
allocation of the $1 million for Circuit trail projects.  

Thank you for detailing the 61 Circuit trail projects that have undergone planning and need design/construction funding.  The build-
out of the Circuit is included in the region’s long-range plan, Connections 2040, and the region recognizes the value of creating a 
multimodal transportation system that provides viable non-motorized transportation options.  DVRPC is aware of the status of 
many of these projects and is working to move them forward.  The list you provided will assist DVRPC staff, the counties and the
DVRPC Board in better understanding and prioritizing these Circuit projects.  DVRPC is currently working with all our regional 
public, private and non-profit partners to design and engineer Circuit trail projects and prepare them for construction.  Indeed,
achieving a state of “project readiness” is key to access future construction funding when it becomes available.  In Pennsylvania,
DVRPC is organizing a working group comprised of county transportation planners to better understand the relative status of all
projects in the Circuit trail universe, set priorities, and be prepared to take advantage of funding opportunities when they arise.
The TIP is a constrained financial plan, but bicycling and walking have been growing as modes of travel in the region, and DVRPC
is committed to encouraging this positive trend within existing constraints. 

We share your commitment to make our region an ever-better and safer place to bike for work and play, and we look forward to an
ongoing collaboration among all our partners—including the Bicycle Coalition—to achieve this vision.
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Response to Item ID# C.369 
Cathedral Park  

Community Development Corporation 
 

 
The current project under construction, 52nd Street/Lancaster 
Enhancements, is a project for which a federal earmark from the previous 
federal legislation, Transportation Equity Act for the 21st Century (TEA-21), of 
$1,285,000 was awarded to be specifically used for streetscape 
enhancements. The earmark funds have been used for this purpose and are 
not available for a different project. This earmark project is expected to be 
completed and opened to the public this mid-September assuming no project 
delays. As DVRPC works closely with its member counties and operating 
agencies, further improvements to this intersection can be discussed with the 
City of Philadelphia to determine the best way to move forward in resolving 
traffic congestion, operational improvements, and pedestrian friendly 
intersection design. A copy of the intersection study has been forwarded to 
the City’s Chief Traffic Engineer.  
 



Response to Delaware Riverkeeper Comment from June 30, 2014 

The three bridges referenced are all one lane bridges close to 100 years old that are 
closed or have weight restrictions due to severe deterioration. The first, Clay Ridge 
Road bridge over Beaver Creek (MPMS #13014) is locally maintained, weight restricted, 
has approximately a three mile detour, an extremely deteriorated substructure, and a 
traffic volume of 200 cars per day (in 2001, most current year data is available). The 
second, Strock’s Creek Road bridge over Beaver Creek is locally maintained, weight 
restricted, has approximately a three mile detour, an extremely deteriorated 
superstructure, and carries a volume of 250 cars per day (in 2001, most current year 
data is available).  The third, Headquarters Road bridge over Tinicum Creek is state-
maintained, closed to traffic, has an approximate 10 mile route detour, and previously 
carried a volume of 643 vehicles per day. 

There are several important considerations for the final determination between 
replacement and rehabilitation made during the categorical exclusion phase of the 
National Environmental Protection Act (NEPA) process. Any projects funded with state 
or federal dollars must be consistent with American Association of state highway 
transportation officials (AASHTO) and PennDOT design standards, as well as 
PennDOT’s environmental stewardship agreement with the Federal Highway 
Administration (FHWA).  Key regional goals such as creating a safer transportation 
system, reducing congestion, managing growth, protecting the environment from 
additional emissions created by vehicles idling while waiting for others to pass on one 
lane bridges, or from additional vehicle miles traveled by vehicles and trucks that must 
take lengthy detours due to closed or posted bridges must all be considered in a 
balanced approach for a final bridge design.  It should be noted as well, that new bridge 
designs can allow for improved stream flow when compared to older, outdated bridges. 
These issues must be carefully balanced with Connections 2040 Plan goals that you 
have identified, including: the potential land use impacts, preservation of natural 
features, the cost of rehabilitation versus replacement, protection of historic and cultural 
landscapes, reduced dependence on the automobile, and preservation of farmland. The 
final determination must weigh all these factors using sound long-range planning 
strategic considerations, lifecycle cost analysis, system performance, and condition 
data.  

PennDOT design guidelines do not allow for one lane bridges to be rebuilt if they have 
traffic volumes greater than 400 vehicles per day. All three bridges are approaching an 
age where replacement would normally be reasonable. However, the final decision on 
the locally maintained facilities ultimately rests with the municipalities, the results of the 
categorical exclusion phase of the NEPA process, and the feasibility analysis of 
rehabilitation of the existing structure. These issues are all considered on a case by 
case basis, and these factors, along with your comment and those that have been 
received in support of the project will be weighed in the final decision. 

Item ID# C.370
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THE DELAWARE VALLEY REGIONAL PLANNING COMMISSION (DVRPC) ANNOUNCES 
FOR PUBLIC REVIEW: 

DRAFT DVRPC FISCAL YEAR (FY) 2015-2018 TRANSPORTATION IMPROVEMENT 
PROGRAM (TIP) FOR PENNSYLVANIA 

The Delaware Valley Regional Planning Commission (DVRPC) is seeking your input and will 
open a public comment period for its Draft DVRPC Fiscal Year (FY) 2015-2018 Transportation 
Improvement Program (TIP) for Pennsylvania. The public comment period will open on May 30, 
2014 and close at 5 p.m., June 30, 2014.  

Please join us for a public meeting and information session on the Draft FY 2015 
Pennsylvania TIP between the hours of 4:00 P.M. and 6:00 P.M. on:

Thursday, June 26, 2014  
DVRPC Conference Room 
190 N. Independence Mall West, 8th Floor
Philadelphia, PA 19106 

The public will be able to participate in this meeting remotely via web conferencing. Please 
register by June 24, 2014 by contacting 215-238-2871 or public_affairs@dvrpc.org if you are 
interested in using this option.  

As the federally designated Metropolitan Planning Organization, DVRPC is responsible for 
developing the Transportation Improvement Program (TIP). The TIP is the regionally agreed-
upon list of priority projects, as required by federal law, and goes through a major update every 
other year. The TIP document must list all projects that intend to use federal funds, along with 
non-federally funded projects that are regionally significant. Also included are all other state- 
funded capital projects. The projects are multimodal; that is, they include bicycle, pedestrian, 
freight-related projects, and innovative air quality projects, as well as the more traditional 
highway and public transit projects. 

Copies of the draft TIP are available in the DVRPC Resource Center; in a number of regional 
libraries; and at www.dvrpc.org. The document will also be available at the public meeting, and 
can be translated into an alternative format or language, if requested. Please contact the 
Resource Center at 215-238-2809 if you wish to have the documents mailed to you.  

-more- 



Written comments and questions may be addressed to: 

Plan/TIP/Conformity Comments  
c/o DVRPC Public Affairs Office  
190 N. Independence Mall West, 8th Floor 
Philadelphia, PA 19106. 

Comments may be e-mailed to tip-plan-comments@dvrpc.org or faxed to 215-592-9125.  
There is also an online tool that can be used to review, map, and comment on individual TIP 
projects in an interactive way at www.dvrpc.org/TIP. Responses to comments and questions 
that have been submitted in writing or electronically during the public comment period will be 
included in the final TIP document. If you need assistance in providing a written comment, 
please contact the DVRPC Public Affairs Office at 215-238-2871 or public_affairs@dvrpc.org.  

The TIP public involvement process, conducted by DVRPC, is in cooperation with the 
Pennsylvania Department of Transportation (PennDOT) to satisfy the requirements placed by 
federal legislation and regulation for all Federal Transit Administration and Federal Highway 
Administration funded projects in the TIP. Public Involvement for the TIP is used to satisfy public 
involvement requirements for PennDOT’s Section 5307 program of projects as well. 

Comments for the Draft TIP must be received no later than 5 p.m. on June 30, 2014. 

A forthcoming public comment period for the Draft Amendment to the Connections 2040  Long-
Range Plan and the Draft Transportation Conformity Finding for the Draft DVRPC FY 2015 TIP 
for Pennsylvania, the Draft Amendment to the Connections 2040 Long-Range Plan, and the FY 
2014 TIP for New Jersey will begin on June 16, 2014.  

The Delaware Valley Regional Planning Commission (DVRPC) fully complies with Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, the Civil
Rights Restoration Act of 1987, Executive Order 12898 on Environmental Justice, and related nondiscrimination statutes and 
regulations in all programs and activities. DVRPC’s website, www.dvrpc.org, may be translated into multiple languages. Publications
and other public documents can be made available in alternative languages and formats, if requested. DVRPC public meetings are 
always held in ADA-accessible facilities and in transit-accessible locations when possible. Auxiliary services can be provided to
individuals who submit a request at least seven days prior to a meeting. Requests made within seven days will be accommodated to
the greatest extent possible. Any person who believes they have been aggrieved by an unlawful discriminatory practice by DVRPC 
under Title VI has a right to file a formal complaint. Any such complaint may be in writing and filed with DVRPC’s Title VI 
Compliance Manager and/or the appropriate state or federal agency within 180 days of the alleged discriminatory occurrence. For
more information on DVRPC’s Title VI program, or to obtain a Title VI Complaint Form, please  call (215) 238-2871 or email 
public_affairs@dvrpc.org.   



SOUTHEASTERN PENNSYLVANIA TRANSPORTATION AUTHORITY

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

FISCAL YEAR 2015 CAPITAL BUDGET

I. The Southeastern Pennsylvania Transportation Authority (SEPTA) will conduct public 

hearings in the SEPTA Board Room at SEPTA Headquarters, 1234 Market Street, 

Mezzanine Level, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 19107, at 11:30 A.M. and 5:00 P.M., on 

Monday, April 28, 2014.  The purpose of the hearing is to consider the Authority’s 

proposed Fiscal Year 2015 Capital Budget and Fiscal Years 2015-2026 Capital Program 

and the projects contained therein for which financial assistance is being sought.  The 

total amount of federal and state funds to be received in Fiscal Year 2015 will be 

determined at the completion of the federal and state budget processes.  SEPTA proposes 

to submit to its funding agencies a program of projects for funding consideration.

SEPTA’s final federal Section 5307 Program of Projects will be made available through

the Delaware Valley Regional Planning Commission’s Transportation Improvement 

Program (TIP) and in conjunction with the DVRPC’s Public Involvement Process for the 

TIP.

II. At the hearings, SEPTA will afford an opportunity for interested persons or agencies to 

be heard with respect to the social, economic and environmental aspects of the projects.  

Interested persons may submit orally, or in writing, evidence and recommendations.

Speakers for the morning and evening sessions must register by 12:30 PM and 5:30 PM, 

respectively, on the day of the Public Hearings.
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III. Persons wishing to file written comments may forward them to the Director of the Capital 

Budget and Grant Development Department, 9th Floor, 1234 Market Street, Philadelphia, 

PA 19107-3780.  Comments must be received by May 2, 2014, so that they may be 

forwarded to the Hearing Examiner. Comments may also be sent via email to 

capbudget@septa.org.

IV. Individuals in need of a sign language interpreter should contact the Director of the 

Capital Budget and Grant Development Department, at the address listed above by April 

14, 2014.

V. An audio version of the public hearing notice and summary will also be available through 

the Associated Services for the Blind’s website at www.asb.org and at the office of the 

Library for the Blind and Physically Handicapped, 919 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, PA  

19107.

VI. On or about March 29, 2014, members of the public may obtain a copy of the proposed 

Capital Budget and Program at SEPTA’s website www.septa.org or by requesting, in 

writing, a copy from the Director of the Capital Budget and Grant Development 

Department at the address listed above.
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Highlights for the Draft 

Delaware Valley Regional Planning Commission 

FY2015 TIP for Pennsylvania 
The Draft Delaware Valley Regional Planning Commission (DVRPC) FY2015 Transportation 
Improvement Program (TIP) for Pennsylvania is available for public review. The PA TIP, like the 
Commission itself, includes the counties of Bucks, Chester, Delaware, Montgomery, and Philadelphia in 
Pennsylvania. DVRPC prepares a major update to the PA TIP every other year to coincide with the 
update of PennDOT’s 12-Year Plan, and releases a draft program for a review and comment period prior 
to recommending it for adoption.  This year, the Public Comment period will begin on May 30, 2014 and 
close on June 30, 2014 at 5:00 p.m. (EST). See further details regarding the review process at the end of 
this document. 

What is the TIP? 

By way of congressional mandate, federal transportation legislation (MAP-21) requires that DVRPC, as 
the MPO for the region, develop and update a four-year Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) in 
order for the region to be eligible to receive and spend federal transportation funds.  

The TIP lists all transportation projects that intend to use federal funds, as well as state funded capital 
projects that are transportation improvement priorities for this region. It is a multi-modal, four year 
program that shows estimated costs and schedules by project phase required by the federal government. 
DVRPC shows a 12-year program financially constrained to the amount of funds that are expected to be 
available.  In order to add projects to the TIP, others must be deferred to maintain this financial 
constraint.  As a result, the TIP is not a "wish list"; competition between projects for a spot on the TIP 
clearly exists. The TIP not only lists specific projects, but also documents the anticipated schedule and 
cost for each project phase (preliminary engineering, final design, right of way acquisition,  
and construction). Although it is not a final schedule of project implementation, inclusion of a project 
phase in the TIP means that it is seriously expected to be implemented during the four year TIP  
time period. 

The production of the TIP is the culmination of the transportation planning process and represents a 
consensus among state and regional officials as to what near term improvements to pursue. Consensus 
is crucial because the federal and state governments want assurances that all interested parties have 
participated in developing the priorities before committing significant sums of money. A project’s inclusion 
in the TIP signifies regional agreement on the priority of the project and establishes eligibility for federal 
funding. On Friday, July 6, 2012, Congress passed and the President signed the federal transportation 
authorization into law, Moving Ahead for Progress in the 21st Century (MAP-21), as Public Law (P.L.) 
112-141. This legislation became effective on October 1, 2012 and will provide federal funding through 
September 30, 2014.  It is the first multi-year highway authorization after multiple temporary extensions 
of the Safe, Accountable, Flexible, Efficient, Transportation Equity Act: A Legacy for Users (SAFETEA-
LU) that was signed in 2005 and expired in 2009.  It builds on the initiatives established in  
SAFETEA-LU, the Transportation Equity Act for the 21st Century (TEA-21) and the Intermodal Surface 
Transportation Efficiency Act of 1991 (ISTEA).  Final Rulemaking has yet to be issued. 
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Figure 1:  Growth in Programs in the DVRPC Region 

FY2013 PA TIP Draft FY2015 PA TIP

Pennsylvania Act 89 and Funding to the Region 

Act 89 of 2013 is the State of Pennsylvania’s new transportation funding bill that provides much-needed 
funding for the state’s transportation planning and infrastructure systems. Act 89 will generate an 
additional $2.3 billion annually by the fifth year of the program for the commonwealth’s highway, bridge, 
public transit, local government, port, aviation, and other intermodal infrastructure systems.  
Act 89 of 2013 eliminated the state retail gas tax paid at the pump starting January 1, 2014, and replaced 
it with an equivalent increase in the Oil Company Franchise Tax (OCFT). It will also remove the cap on 
the OCFT in thirds over five years. The majority of the Act 89 funding is distributed as state highway 
funding (in addition to state bridge funding); however, state highway funds are flexible in use and can be 
used on a variety of infrastructure including bridges if necessary, as Pennsylvania is one of the “Top 10 
states” with the highest number of bridges and has high need in that area. Further, Act 89 funding is 
projected to grow over time.  

Primarily due to the enactment of PA Act 89, transportation funding for the DVRPC region has increased 
significantly since the adoption of the FY2013 TIP for PA.  Due to changes in both state (Act 89) and 
federal (MAP-21) funding sources, the financial make-up of the TIP has new fund categories, 
distributions and formulas.  Combined funding for the DVRPC region for the statewide Interstate 
Management Program (IMP) projects, the Regional Highway Program, and the SEPTA and Pottstown 
Urban Transit systems has increased by approximately 25% from $3.7 billion (FY2013 PA TIP total 
program) to $4.9 billion in the Draft FY2015 PA TIP, as displayed by figure 1. 

$658 million (28.6 percent of the $2.3 billion total statewide distribution) of IMP funds, which is managed 
statewide by the state, have been ultimately distributed to the DVRPC region’s IMP projects within the 
first-four-years (FY15-FY18). In addition to the $1.6 billion statewide distribution amount initially targeted 
for the IMP, an additional $690 million from statewide reserves was ultimately made available to 
interstate projects across the commonwealth, bringing the total Statewide IMP funding to $2.3 billion over 
the four years due to an overwhelming need and the MAP-21 emphasis to maintain federal aid 
roadways. The DVRPC region also receives close to 24 percent ($1.6 billion) of the formula highway 
funds and 64 percent ($2.2 billion) of the transit funds distributed to MPOs and RPOs in the state. 
Overall, 37.5 percent ($3.7 billion) of $10 billion in (highway and transit) federal and state resources for 
non-interstate funding over the four years (FY15-18) of the STIP is allocated to the DVRPC region. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

             Source: DVRPC, 2014 
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Program Summaries 

The Draft DVRPC FY2015 TIP for Pennsylvania contains over 330 projects (including the Interstate 
Management Program), totaling close to $5 billion for the phases to be advanced over the next four 
years, an average of almost $1.25 billion per year. Programmed funds include just under $2.05 billion 
for projects primarily addressing the non-interstate highway system, and $658 million for projects 
addressing the Interstate Management Program, resulting in an overall four year total for the Highway 
Program of $2.7 billion. Additionally, there is a $2.3 billion Transit Program for SEPTA and Pottstown 
Urban Transit. Table 1 and Figures 2 and 3 present funding summaries for the DVRPC region by 
program, county, and transit operator for each of the four TIP years in Pennsylvania and include the 
Pennsylvania Statewide Interstate Management Program (IMP) for the DVRPC region. 

Table 1: TIP Cost Summary by County and Transit Operator, Southeastern Pennsylvania ($000) 

Source: DVRPC, 2014 

FY2015 FY2016 FY2017 FY2018 
FY2015-
FY2018 

Total 

Regional  Highway Program 

Bucks County   $121,719 $153,124 $153,136 $122,135 $550,114 

Chester County $31,717 $57,112 $60,055 $14,207 $163,091 

Delaware County $62,955 $45,115 $69,692 $91,787 $269,549 

Montgomery County $61,370 $84,949 $117,531 $99,207 $363,057 

Philadelphia County $152,670 $134,195 $111,539 $98,355 $496,759 

Various Counties $47,829 $51,814 $39,420 $66,105 $205,168 

Regional Highway Program Subtotal 
Cost $478,260  $526,309  $551,373   $491,796   $2,047,738 

-Interstate – Montgomery  County $1,392 $0 $3,162 $0 $4,554 

-Interstate - Philadelphia County $151,828 $188,673 $173,366 $139,845 $653,712 

Interstate Program Subtotal $153,220  $188,673  $176,528  $139,845   $658,266 

Regional Highway and Interstate 
Program Total Cost $631,480 $714,982 $727,901 $631,641 $2,706,004 

Transit Program 

SEPTA $548,041 $567,311 $567,995 $598,724 $2,282,071 

Pottstown $2,242 $2,061 $2,086 $3,538 $9,927 

Transit Program Subtotal Cost $550,283 $569,372 $570,081 $602,262 $2,291,998 

Grand Total Cost – 4-Year Highway and Transit Programs in DVRPC Region $4,998,002 
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Figure 2: Four-Year (FY2015 to FY2018) Cost Summaries for Southeastern Pennsylvania  
(Highway and Transit Programs) 

 

By County & Operator 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

By Funding Source 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Source: DVRPC, 2014 
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Figure 3: Total Four-Year (FY2015 to FY2018) Cost Summary by Program for Southeastern Pennsylvania ($000) 

 
Source: DVRPC, 2014 

 

Figure 4: DVRPC Regional Highway Program Cost by Phase for FY2015 to FY2018 ($000) 

  

Source: DVRPC, 2014 
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Figure 5: Interstate Management Program Cost by Phase for FY2015 to FY2018 ($000) in the DVRPC Region 

 
Source: DVRPC, 2014 

 
Figure 6: DVRPC Regional Transit Program Cost by Phase for FY2015 to FY2018 ($000) 

 
Notes for Figure 6:                Source: DVRPC, 2014 

(1) The $3,500,000 construction phase will occur for SEPTA’s Ardmore Transportation Center improvement project (MPMS #73214). 
(2)  “ERC” indicates Engineering/Right-of-Way/Construction phase for SEPTA’s annual Infrastructure Safety and Renewal Program 

(MPMS #90497).  
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DRAFT DVRPC FY2015-2018 TIP AND INTERSTATE (IMP) PROJECTS FOR PENNSYLVANIA 
 

Highway Program by MPMS # 

BUCKS COUNTY 
MPMS# PROJECT TITLE MPMS# PROJECT TITLE 

12923 Bristol Road Extension 70218 Delaware Canal Pedestrian Tunnel 

12931 Worthington Mill Rd Br (Bridge) 74827 Delaware Canal Enhancement 

12965 Lawn Avenue 78516 Bridge Replacement Brownsville Road 

13014 Clay Ridge Road Bridge Over Beaver Creek (CB #30) 86860 PA 611 Bridge Over Cooks Creek 

13240 Old Bethlehem Road Bridge Over Kimples Creek 86923 PA 309, Sellersville Bypass, Resurfacing (PM1) 

13248 Walnut Street Bridge Over Perkiomen Creek (CB #13) 87744 Wall and Pavement Repair, SR 0032 – LG1(River 
Road) 

13249 Stone Bridge Road (Bridge) 88083 Stoopville Road Improvements - Phase 2 

13296 Rickert Road Bridge Over Morris Run Creek (CB #21 90327 River Rd o/ Trib Delaware (Bridge) 

13347 I-95, PA Turnpike Interchange (TPK)- STAGE 1 92741 Main St o/Br Perkiomen Cr (Bridge) 

13377 Main St over SEPTA (Bridge) 93444 Route 1 Improvement-South (Section RC1) 

13440 Allentown Road and PA 663 Bridges (2) Over Licking 
Creek 93445 Route 1 Improvement-North (Section RC2) 

13549 US 1 (Bridges) Design (Section 03S) 93446 Route 1 Improvement Frontage Corridor (Section RC3) 

13606 Hulmeville Avenue Bridge Over Conrail 95439 I-95, PA Turnpike Interchange (TPK)- Section D10 

13607 Upper Ridge Road Bridge Over Unami Creek 95444 I-95, PA Turnpike Interchange (TPK)- Section D20 

13609 PA 313/US 202, East State Street to Mechanics Road 
Intersection Improvements 96217 Central Bucks Congestion Mitigation 

13635 Oxford Valley Road/Lincoln Highway Intersection 
Improvements 97991 Doylestown Township Signals Upgrade (ARLE 3) 

13716 Headquarters Road Bridge Over Tinicum Creek 97992 East Rockhill Township Signal Improvements (ARLE 3) 

13727 Bristol Road Intersection Improvements 97997 Doylestown Township Signals (ARLE 3) 

17918 I-95, Transit Improvements/FLEX (Cornwells Heights) 98003 Bensalem Township Signal Upgrade (ARLE 3) 

47392 Route 13/Bristol Pike, PA 413 to Levittown Parkway 
Restoration 98006 Warrington Township Safety Improvements (ARLE 3) 

50634 County Line Road Restoration (M04)(3R) 98221 Stock's Grove Road over Beaver Creek 

57619 Route 313 Corridor Improvements 102272 Holland Road at Buck Road and Route 532 

57624 Woodbourne Road/Lincoln Highway Intersection 
Improvements 102283 SR 313/SR 563 New Traffic Signal (ARLE 4) 

57625 Route 232, Swamp Road Safety Improvements 102284 SR 202 (Lower York Road) Traffic Signal Interconnect 
System (ARLE 4) 

57635 Quakertown Joint Closed Loop Signal System 102285 County Line Road Intersection Improvements (ARLE 4) 

57639 Newtown-Yardley Road Intersection Improvements 102288 SR 132 Traffic Signal Communication System (ARLE 4) 

64779 County Line Road Widening 102666 Branch Road over E. Branch Perkiomen Creek 
(CB(239) 

64781 Swamp Road/Pennswood Road Bridge Over Branch of 
Neshaminy Creek 102667 Quarry Road over Morris Run (CB# 244) 

69912 River Road Bridge Over Tohickon Creek   

 
A project MPMS # denoted by an asterisk (“*”) indicates it is a project in the Interstate Management Program and not the Regional Highway Program. 

For detailed information on costs and schedules of projects, please see the Draft DVRPC FY2015 TIP for Pennsylvania at www.dvrpc.org/TIP/. 
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DRAFT DVRPC FY2015-2018 TIP AND INTERSTATE (IMP) PROJECTS FOR PENNSYLVANIA 
 

Highway Program by MPMS # 

CHESTER COUNTY 
MPMS# PROJECT TITLE MPMS# PROJECT TITLE 

14134 West Bridge Street Bridge Over Amtrak 80049 Walker Road Bridge Over Trout Run Creek (Thompson 
Bridge) 

14236 Little Washington Road Bridge Over Culbertson Road 81286 Creek Rd o/ E Brandywine (PA 282) (Bridge) 

14251 Chandler Mill Road Bridge Over West Branch of Red Clay 
Creek 84410 US 202, Section 300 CMP Commitments (Transit) 

14261 Church Road Bridge Over Valley Creek 84884 US 30, Coatesville Downingtown Bypass (CWR-
Western Section) 

14327 PA 926 Bridge Over Brandywine Creek 84961 Yellow Springs Parking & Street Enhancement (TCSP) 

14351 Rudolph and Arthur Covered Bridge On Camp Bonsul 
Road over Big Elk Creek 85949 SR 896 Safety Improvements 

14354 Chestnut Street Bridge Over Amtrak/SEPTA R5 Rail Line 86064 Hadfield Road Bridge Over Beaver Creek (CB #244) 

14484 PA 41 Study 86696 Watermark Road Bridge Over Muddy Run (CB #21) 

14515 PA 100, Shoen Road to Gordon Drive (02L) 87781 US 30, Coatesville Downingtown Bypass (CER-Eastern 
Section) 

14532 US 30, Coatesville Downingtown Bypass Reconstruction 
Design 90612 Boot Road o/ Amtrak (Bridge) 

14541 US 1, Baltimore Pike Widening 92146 State Road o/ Elk Creek 

14580 US 1 Expressway Reconstruction (Southern Section) 92733 Dwnngtwn Pk o/EBr Brndywn (Bridge) 

14581 US 1 Expressway Reconstruction (Northern Section) 95366 US 202 over AMTRAK 

14698 US 422, Reconstruction (M2B) 95430 US 202 at SR 926 Intersection Improvement 

47979 Paoli Trans Ctr Rds Improvements/Darby Rd Bridge 97989 Franklin Township Safety Improvements (ARLE 3) 

57659 French Creek Parkway - Phase 1 98000 East Whiteland Township Signal Upgrade (ARLE 3) 

57664 Newark Road Intersection Improvements 98001 Phoenixville Borough Signals (ARLE 3) 

57684 PA 82 Bicycle/Pedestrian Trail 98004 East Whiteland Township Signal Backup (ARLE 3) 

59434 Schuylkill River Trail (Q20) 98005 London Britain Township Safety Improvements (ARLE 
3) 

61885 Schuylkill River Trail (Q42) 98096 PA 41 & Newark Rd Improvements 

64220 US 422 Expressway Reconstruction (M03) 98223 Creek Road over Pickering Creek 

64498 US 202, Exton Bypass to Route 29 (Section 330-Mainline) 98224 Spring City Road over Stony Run 

69917 PA 41, Gap Newport Pike Bridge Over Valley Creek 102292 SR 0100/Temple Road/Glocker Way Adaptive Traffic 
Control Management (ARLE 4) 

69918 PA 41, Gap Newport Pike Bridge Over Officers Run 102293 SR 0030 (Lancaster Avenue) Adaptive Signal System 
Upgrade (ARLE 4) 

69919 PA 372, Lower Valley Road Bridge Over Officers Run 102294 SR 0030 (Lancaster Avenue) Adaptive Signal System 
Installation (ARLE 4) 

80042 PA 100, Corridor Safety Improvements 102295 Parker Ford Safety Improvements (ARLE 4) 

 
 A project MPMS # denoted by an asterisk (“*”) indicates it is a project in the Interstate Management Program and not the Regional Highway Program. 

For detailed information on costs and schedules of projects, please see the Draft DVRPC FY2015 TIP for Pennsylvania at www.dvrpc.org/TIP/. 
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DRAFT DVRPC FY2015-2018 TIP AND INTERSTATE (IMP) PROJECTS FOR PENNSYLVANIA 
 

Highway Program by MPMS # 
 

DELAWARE COUNTY 

MPMS# PROJECT TITLE MPMS# PROJECT TITLE 

14891 Darby Road/Paoli Road Bridges (2) Over Little Darby 
Creek and Wigwam Run 70228 I-476, MacDade Boulevard Ramp Improvements 

15008 Folcroft Avenue Bridge Over Amtrak/SEPTA 
Wilmington/Newark Rail Line 70245 Chester City Access Improvements II 

15183 Station Road Bridge Over Chester Creek (CB #234) 75800 College Avenue Bridge Over SEPTA Norristown High 
Speed Line and Cobb's Creek 

15225 Ardmore Avenue Bridge Over SEPTA and Cobbs Creek 79329 Bridgewater Road Extension 

15251 US 1, Baltimore Pike Interchange Improvements 80051 Rosemont Avenue Bridge Over Darby Creek (CB #73) 

15306 Sellers Avenue Bridge Over Amtrak and SEPTA 
Wilmington Newark Rail Line 86368 Mount Alverno Road Bridge Over Chester Creek (CB 

#9) 

15368 MANOA RD:BRG OVER CK (Bridge) 86370 Tribbitt Avenue Bridge Over Hermesprota Creek (CB 
#237) 

15406 PA 452, Market Street Bridge Over Amtrak/SEPTA 
Wilmington Newark Rail Line 87119 Nether Providence Township Sidewalks (SRTSF) - 

Round1 

15477* I-95/322/Conchester Hwy. Interchange/Impvts. (322) 87120 Upper Darby Township Sidewalks (SRTSF) - Round 1 

47147 3rd Street Dam Over Broomall Lake 88407 I-95 Overhead Bridges 

47986 Chester Creek Bicycle/Pedestrian Trail 92323 Wanamaker Ave o/ Darby Ck (Bridge) 

47992 New Road Over West Branch of Chester Creek 
(Crozierville Bridge) 92808 Marshall Rd o/ Cobbs Crk (Bridge) 

47993 7th Street Bridge Over Chester Creek 95429 US 202 and US 1 Loop Roads 

57757 Morton Avenue / Swarthmore Avenue Intersection 
Improvements and Morton Avenue Sidewalk 96946 Ellis Town Center 

57772 Convent Road Bridge Over Chester Creek (CB# 6) 97994 Haverford Township Signal Upgrade (ARLE 3) 

57773 Lloyd Street Bridge Over Amtrak/SEPTA Wilmington 
Newark Rail Line (CB) 97999 Concord Township Safety Improvements (ARLE 3) 

64790 MacDade Boulevard Closed Loop Signal System 98002 Chadds Ford Signal Upgrade (ARLE 3) 

64791 PA 420, Kedron Avenue 98216 Michigan Ave over Little Crum Creek (CB# 210) 

69665 South Creek Road Bridge Over Brandywine Creek 98217 Hilldale Road over Darby Creek (CB# 149) 

69815 US 322, Environmental Mitigation (MIT) 98218 South Avenue over Muckinipattis Creek (Mulford Bridge) 
(CB# 142) 

69816 US 322, US 1 to Featherbed Lane (Section 101) 102290 SR 202 (Wilmington-West Chester Pike) Adaptive 
Signal System (ARLE 4) 

69817 US 322, Featherbed Lane to I-95 (Section 102) 102291 SR 0452 (Pennell Road) Corridor Improvements (ARLE 
4) 

70219 PA 291, East Coast Greenway   

 
 
 
 

A project MPMS # denoted by an asterisk (“*”) indicates it is a project in the Interstate Management Program and not the Regional Highway Program. 
For detailed information on costs and schedules of projects, please see the Draft DVRPC FY2015 TIP for Pennsylvania at www.dvrpc.org/TIP/. 
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DRAFT DVRPC FY2015-2018 TIP AND INTERSTATE (IMP) PROJECTS FOR PENNSYLVANIA 
 

Highway Program by MPMS # 
 

MONTGOMERY COUNTY 

MPMS# PROJECT TITLE MPMS# PROJECT TITLE 

16150 Tookany Creek Parkway Bridge Over Tookany Creek (CB) 57849 PA 29, Main Street Bridge Over Reading Railroad 
Tracks (Removal) 

16214 PA 611, Old York Road Over SEPTA R3 57851 Plank Road/Otts Road/Meyers Road/Seitz Road 
Intersection Improvements 

16216 Pennswood Road Bridge Over Amtrak/SEPTA R5 Rail 
Lines 57858 Lafayette Street Extension (MG1) 

16239 NEW HANOVER SQ RD BR 57865 Edge Hill Road Reconstruction 

16248 Union Avenue (Bridge) 63486 US 202, Johnson Highway to Township Line Road 
(61S) 

16334 PA 73, Church Road Intersection and Signal 
Improvements 63490 US 202, Township Line Road to Morris Road (61N) 

16396 Church Road Bridge Over Norristown High Speed Line 
(CB) 63491 US 202, Morris Road to Swedesford Road (65S) 

16400 Arcola Road Bridge Over Perkiomen Creek (CB# 155) 63493 PA 309, 5-Points Intersection Improvements (71A) (Old 
US 202, 5-Points Intersection Improvements (71A)) 

16408 Fruitville Road Bridge Over Perkiomen Creek (CB #232) 64795 Belmont Rd/Rock Hill Rd Widening: I-76 Ramps to Rock 
Hill Road 

16484 Edgehill Road Bridge Over Old York Road 64798 North Narberth Avenue Bridge Over Amtrak/SEPTA 
(CB) 

16577 Ridge Pike, Butler Pike to Philadelphia Reconstruction 
and Signal Upgrade 66952 PA 23/Valley Forge Road and North Gulph Road 

Relocation (2NG) 

16599 PA 320 at Hanging Rock 70197 US 422, (New) Expressway Bridge Over Schuylkill River 
(SRB) 

16610 Ashmead Road Bridge Over Tookany Creek (CB) 72355 Valley Green Road Bridge Over Wissahickon Creek 

16658 Old Forty Foot/Skippack (Bridge) 74813 Ambler Pedestrian Sidewalk Improvements 

16665 US 202, Markley Street Southbound (Section 500) 74815 Upper Gwynedd Streetscape Improvements 

16705 Chester Valley Trail Extension (C036) 74817 PA 263, York Road Hatboro Revitalization (TE) 

16726 WarminsterRd/Pennypack Ck (Bridge) 74937 Whitemarsh Township Street Improvements (TE) 

16738 US 422 Expressway Section M1B 77211 PA 309 Connector - Phase 2 

16741 Swamp Road at PA 663 78736 E King St O/Manatawney Cr (Bridge) 

48172 PA 23 Moore to Allendale and Trout Crk Rd Bridge 79864 Lafayette Street, Barbados Street to Ford Street Widen 
(MGN) 

48174 PA 63, Welsh Rd. 80021 US 202, Markley Street Improvements (Section 510) 

48175 Ridge Pike, Norristown Boro to Butler Pike 80052 Fetters Mill Bridge Over Pennypack Circle 

48186 Pottstown Area Signal System Upgrade 80053 Knight Road Bridge Over Green Lane Reservoir 

48187 Henderson/Gulph Road Widen near I-76 Ramps 83643 Limekiln Pike (Bridge)o/SEPTA RR 

50646 PA 63 Bridges (3) Over Unami Creek and East Branch 
Perkiomen 83742 Keim Street Bridge Over Schuylkill River 

 
A project MPMS # denoted by an asterisk (“*”) indicates it is a project in the Interstate Management Program and not the Regional Highway Program. 

For detailed information on costs and schedules of projects, please see the Draft DVRPC FY2015 TIP for Pennsylvania at www.dvrpc.org/TIP/. 
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DRAFT DVRPC FY2015-2018 TIP AND INTERSTATE (IMP) PROJECTS FOR PENNSYLVANIA 
 

Highway Program by MPMS # 
 

MONTGOMERY COUNTY (CONTINUED) 

MPMS# PROJECT TITLE MPMS# PROJECT TITLE 

84308 US 422 "S" Curve/Stowe Interchange 96220 Lower Salford Signal Improvements 

86336 Congo Road Bridge Replacement 97993 Franconia Township Traffic Control (ARLE 3) 

86924 PA 422, Resurfacing (PM2) 97995 Lower Merion Township Signals (ARLE 3) 

87097 Pottstown Borough Improvements (SRTSF) - Round 1 97996 Upper Merion Township Signals (ARLE 3) 

87099 Upper Gwynedd Township Improvements (SRTSF) - 
Round 1 97998 Lansdale Borough Signal Upgrade (ARLE 3) 

87392 Lafayette Street Extension (MGL) 98007 Upper Dublin Township Safety Improvements (ARLE 3) 

90099* I-76 o/ Righters Ferry Rd (Bridge) 98225 Butler Pike over Prophecy Creek 

90100* I-76 o/ Waverly Road (Bridge) 98226 Maple Avenue over Neshaminy Creek 

91571* I-76 o/ Mill Cr & Mill Rd (Bridge) 98227 Allendale Road over Abrams Creek 

92807 PA 23 - Skippack Pike Bridge Replacement 98228 Store Road over Skippack Creek 

92839 Ridge Pike/two RR Bridges 102273 Second Collegeville Bridge Crossing 

96218 Fayette Street Signal Interconnection Project 102298 Towamencin Township Signal System 
Modernization (ARLE 4) 

 
PHILADELPHIA COUNTY  
MPMS# PROJECT TITLE MPMS# PROJECT TITLE 

17407 Erie Ave o/ Conrail (Bridge) 47394* I-95, Levick St. to Bleigh Ave. (CPR) (IMP) 

17511 City Ave o/ SEPTA (Bridge) 47811* Bridge Street Design (Section BSR)(IMP) 

17581 Bells Mill Road 47812* I-95: Betsy Ross Interchange (BRI) - Design(IMP) 

17622 Adams Avenue Bridge Over Tacony Creek 47813* I-95: Ann Street to Wheatsheaf Lane (AFC) 

17697 Island Avenue Signal Upgrade 48193 Allen's Lane Bridge Over SEPTA R8 Rail Line 

17782 I-95 & Aramingo Ave., Adams Ave. Connector 48195 Tyson Avenue Signal Improvement 

17816 Chestnut Street Bridges (4) at 30th Street 56768 41st Street Bridge Over Amtrak's Harrisburg Line (CB) 

17821 I-95, Shackamaxon Street to Ann Street (GIR) - Design 57276 Montgomery Avenue Bridge over Amtrak at 30th Street 
(CB) 

46956 North Delaware Avenue Extension 57897 Haverford Avenue Signal Modernization 

46958 Philadelphia Naval Shipyard Access 57901 Lincoln Drive (3R) 

 
A project MPMS # denoted by an asterisk (“*”) indicates it is a project in the Interstate Management Program and not the Regional Highway Program. 

For detailed information on costs and schedules of projects, please see the Draft DVRPC FY2015 TIP for Pennsylvania at www.dvrpc.org/TIP/. 
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DRAFT DVRPC FY2015-2018 TIP AND INTERSTATE (IMP) PROJECTS FOR PENNSYLVANIA 
 

Highway Program by MPMS 
 

PHILADELPHIA COUNTY  (CONTINUED) 

MPMS# PROJECT TITLE MPMS# PROJECT TITLE 

57902 City Wide 3R Betterments 79903* 
I-95: Betsy Ross Bridge Ramps Construction (BR0) 
(IMP) 

61712 North Delaware Riverfront Greenway/Heritage Trail/K&T 
Line Item 79904* 

I-95: Betsy Ross Section Overhead Bridges, Ramps, 
Adams Ave (BR2) 

62694 Passyunk Avenue Drawbridge Over the Schuylkill River 79905* I-95: Betsy Ross Mainline (BR3) 

68067 Tidal Schuylkill River Greenway & Trail/Boardwalk (TIGER) 79908* I-95: Kennedy to Levick (Section BS1) (IMP) 

69828 Market Street Bridges (2) Over Schuylkill River and CS 
Railroad (MSB) 79910* I-95: Margaret to Kennedy (Section BS2) (IMP) 

69909 Willits Road Bridge Over Wooden Bridge Run 79911* I-95: Allegheny Ave Interchange Advance Contract (AFI) 

69913 Grays Ferry Avenue Bridge Over Schuylkill River 79912* I-95: Allegheny Ave Inter (AF2) 

69914 Fifth Street over Conrail (Bridge) 80054 Bridges Over Vine Street Expressway (I-676) (PAB) - 
Part 3 

70014 Center City Signal Improvements (North) - Phase 3 80104 Henry Ave Corridor Safety Improvements 

70231 Swanson Street 81292 Frankford Av/Frankford Ck (Bridge) 

70243 American Street Streetscape 83640* 
I-95: Shackamaxon Street to Columbia Avenue (GR2) 
(IMP) 

72597 Ben Franklin Bridge Philadelphia Operational Improvement 83736 Roosevelt Blvd over Wayne Junction (WAV) 

74828 American Cities/Safe Routes to School - Phase 3 85415 Olney Ave Safety Improvements 

74841 PRPA Access Project 85417 Allegheny Avenue Safety Improvements 

75804 University Av/CSX Rail (Bridge) 85419 Erie Av: Broad St. - K St 

76870 Willow Grove Avenue Bridge Over SEPTA R8 Rail Lin 
(CB) 86046* I-95 Girard Point Bridge Rehabilitation and Preservation 

78758 JFK Boulevard Bridges (3) Over 21st/22nd/23rd Street 87107 School District of Philadelphia Improvement (SRTSF) - 
Round 1 

78764 W Girard Ave O/CSX (Bridge) 88085 Byberry Road Bridge Replacement 

79685* 
I-95: Cottman-Princeton Main Line and Ramps (CP2) 
(IMP) 88767 Bridges Over Vine Street Expressway (I-676) (PAA) - 

Part 1 

79686 I-95, Columbia Street to Ann Street (GR1) 90096 Spring GardenO/Schuylkill (Bridge) 

79826* I-95 Northbound: Columbia-Ann St N (GR3) 90482 North Delaware Riverfront Greenway (TIGER) 

79827* I-95 Southbound: Columbia-Ann St N (GR4) 98207* I-95 Congestion Management 

79828* I-95: Race - Shackamaxon (GR5)   

 
 
 A project MPMS # denoted by an asterisk (“*”) indicates it is a project in the Interstate Management Program and not the Regional Highway Program. 

For detailed information on costs and schedules of projects, please see the Draft DVRPC FY2015 TIP for Pennsylvania at www.dvrpc.org/TIP/. 
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DRAFT DVRPC FY2015-2018 TIP AND INTERSTATE (IMP) PROJECTS FOR PENNSYLVANIA 
 

Highway Program by MPMS 
 

PHILADELPHIA COUNTY  
MPMS# PROJECT TITLE MPMS# PROJECT TITLE 

98229 59th Street over AMTRAK 102281 L.E.D. Street Light Improvement Program (ARLE 4) 

98230 Tabor Road over Tacony Creek 102282 School House Lane/Kelly Drive Anti-Skid Pavement 
Surfaces (ARLE 4) 

98232 Woodland Avenue over SEPTA 102304* I-95 Race - Shackamaxon 2 (GR6) 

102102 North Delaware Avenue Phase 1B 102305* I-95 Corridor ITS/ATMS (GR7) 

102279 Traffic Calming Program (ARLE 4) 102309* I-95 Corridor Drainage 

102280 Broad Street Pedestrian Crossing Improvements (ARLE 4) 102389* I-76/I-76 Ramp Resurfacing 

 
VARIOUS COUNTIES  
MPMS# PROJECT TITLE MPMS# PROJECT TITLE 

17876 Road/Resurfacing/Rehabilitation 79929 Bridge Reserve Line Item 

17891 RideECO Mass Marketing Efforts 79980 STU Reserve Line Item 

17900 Mobility Alternatives Program (MAP)/Share a Ride 
Program (SAR)/(HER) 80093 I-76, Regional Travel Information 

17928 Air Quality Partnership 82216 NHPP Reserve Line Item 

48199 Transportation Management Associations (TMA) 83743 ADA Ramps Line Item 

48201 DVRPC Competitive CMAQ Program 84318 CAQ Reserve Line Item 

48202 Regional GIS Support - DVRPC 84457 Signal Retiming Program 

57927 Regional Safety Initiatives (HSIP) 86077 Update Travel Simulation - DVRPC 

64652 Transportation Community Development Initiative (TCDI) 89701 Group H Bridges 

64984 Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP) Line Item 92182 Expressway Service Patrol - Suburban Counties (2013 
2016) 

65109 Transit Flex - SEPTA 95447 County Bridge Line Item 

66460 TAP Project Engineering and Management - DVRPC 97311 Transportation Community Development Initiative 
(TCDI) Administration 

66461 CMAQ Project Engineering and Management - DVRPC 102105 Municipal Bridge Line Item 

72738 Intelligent Transportation Systems (ITS) Including RIMIS - 
DVRPC 102106 Structurally Deficient Bridge Line Item 

75854 District Program Management Services "A" 102275 Study Line Item 

75855 District Program Management Services "B" 102665 Signal Upgrade Line Item 

79927 Highway Reserve Line Item-STP   

 
A project MPMS # denoted by an asterisk (“*”) indicates it is a project in the Interstate Management Program and not the Regional Highway Program. 

For detailed information on costs and schedules of projects, please see the Draft DVRPC FY2015 TIP for Pennsylvania at www.dvrpc.org/TIP/. 
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DRAFT DVRPC FY2015-2018 TIP AND INTERSTATE (IMP) PROJECTS FOR PENNSYLVANIA 
 

Transit Program by MPMS 
 

POTTSTOWN  
MPMS# PROJECT TITLE MPMS# PROJECT TITLE 

59935 Capital Operating Assistance - Pottstown Area Rapid 
Transit (PART) 95739 Transportation Capital Improvements 

 
SOUTHEASTERN PENNSYLVANIA TRANSPORTATION AUTHORITY (SEPTA) 

MPMS# PROJECT TITLE MPMS# PROJECT TITLE 

15407 Villanova Intermodal Station Accessibility 60651 Substation Improvement Program 

59966 Capital Asset Lease Program 60655 Levittown Intermodal Facility Improvements (B) 

59973 Utility Fleet Renewal Program - Non Revenue Vehicles 73214 Ardmore Transportation Center 

60255 Regional Rail Signal Modernization Program 77183 Transit and Regional Rail Station Program 

60271 Station Accessibility Program - ADA Compliance 90497 Infrastructure Safety and Renewal Program 

60275 Debt Service 90512 SEPTA Bus Purchase Program 

60317 Federal Preventive Maintenance 90600 SEPTA Reserve Line Item 

60335 City Hall Station / 15th Street Station Rehabilitation 93588 Exton Station 

60540 Parking Improvements / Expansion 95402 Bridge Improvement Program 

60571 Environmental Cleanup and Protection Program 98235 West Trenton Line Separation Project 

60574 Paoli Transportation Center 102565 Track Improvement Program 

60582 Vehicle Overhaul Program 102566 Route 23 and 56 Rail Restoration 

60599 Paratransit Vehicle Purchase 102567 Roof Improvement Program 

60611 Fare Collection System/New Payment Technologies 102569 Maintenance & Transportation Facilities 

60636 Elwyn to Wawa Rail Restoration 102571 Communications & Signal Improvements 

60638 Regional Rail Car, Locomotive, and Trolley Acquisition 102573 Catenary Improvements 

 For detailed information on costs and schedules of projects, please see the Draft DVRPC FY2015 TIP for Pennsylvania at www.dvrpc.org/TIP/. 
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Learn more and share your ideas...  
DVRPC encourages the public to provide comments about the Draft TIP and specific projects to 
state, county, transit, and DVRPC staff through its ongoing public involvement process.  
The public comment period for the Draft DVRPC FY2015 TIP for Pennsylvania will open  
on May 30, 2014 and close on June 30, 2014 at 5:00 p.m. (EST). All comments should be submitted 
in writing, via the TIP public comment application on the internet, email, fax, or mail.  Responses to 
comments and questions that have been submitted in writing or electronically during the public 
comment period will be included in the final TIP document. If you need assistance in providing a 
written comment, please contact the DVRPC Public Affairs Office at 215-238-2871 or 
public_affairs@dvrpc.org. 

Comments can be made online as part of DVRPC’s web-based TIP public comment application 
located at www.dvrpc.org/TIP. Additionally, written comments can be forwarded to: 

◘ TIP Comments c/o DVRPC Public Affairs Office, 8th Floor, 190 N. Independence Mall West 
Philadelphia, PA 19106  

OR  

◘ Emailed to tip-plan-comments@dvrpc.org.  

OR  

◘ Faxed to “TIP Comments” at (215) 592-9125  

A public meeting will be held to allow the public to present their comments on the Draft FY2015 TIP 
at the following location:  
 

Thursday, June 26, 2014 
4:00 p.m.–6:00 p.m. 
American College of Physicians Building 
DVRPC 8th Floor Conference Center 
190 N. Independence Mall West 
Philadelphia, PA 19106 
 

Copies of the Draft FY2015 TIP for Pennsylvania are available for review on the DVRPC web 
site at www.dvrpc.org/TIP/ and in print at the DVRPC Resource Center. 

For more information, please contact DVRPC’s Office of Capital Programs at (215) 238-2938 or via 
email at eschoonmaker@dvrpc.org. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Delaware Valley Regional Planning Commission    
190 North Independence Mall West, 8

th

 Floor       (215) 592-1800 
Philadelphia, PA 19106-1520        (215) 592-9125 



1 6  |  P a g e  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Roadmap for TIP Project Listing 
Below is an example of a TIP project listing. It is an actual TIP project (but with modified information) for display purposes. 

Indicates if a project is “New,” “New-B,” or “Return.” See page 36 in PA TIP 
for further explanation. 

Estimated or actual date that project contractor bids for construction 
may be open; advertising dates occur prior to let dates. 

Indicates that a project is identified as a Major Regional Project in the 
DVRPC long-range plan 

Air Quality Code; see pages 38 and 39 in PA TIP for explanations 

Highest Indicators of Potential Disadvantage (IPD) for 
Environmental Justice; see page 37 in PA TIP for discussion. 

Congestion Management Process (CMP) codes; see page 37 in 
PA TIP for explanation. 

Note that funds are in Millions ($). 

Fund type for each phase; see pages 40 to 46 in the PA TIP for 
explanations. Note that an “*” following a fund type indicates 
conversion funds for advanced construction phases. 

Anticipated Preliminary Engineering, Final Design, Right of Way, Utility, 
or Construction project phases; see page 40 in PA TIP for discussion. 

Project Manager assigned by PennDOT District 6-0 

Community types which correspond to long range planning policies; see page 
17 in PA TIP for discussion. 

County where project is located 

PennDOT ID# 

Project Title 

State Route, if applicable 

DVRPC Project Category 
Project location information 
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Publication Title: Highlights for the Draft DVRPC FY2015 Transportation Improvement 

Program (TIP) for New Pennsylvania (FY2015–2018) 

Publication Number: 15001C 

Date Published: May 2014 

Geographic Area Covered: Southeastern Pennsylvania (Bucks, Chester, Delaware, Montgomery, 
and Philadelphia counties) 

Key Words: Act 89, Bike and Pedestrian, Bridges, Conformity, Congestion 
Mitigation and Air Quality,  Congestion Mitigation Process, 
DRPA/PATCO, Environmental Justice, Federally Funded Projects, 
Goods Movement, Highways, Highlights of the Draft TIP, Hometown 
Streets/Safe Routes to School, Index of Comments, MAP-21, Moving 
Ahead for Progress in the 21st Century, New Jersey Department of 
Transportation, NJ TRANSIT, Pennsylvania Department of 
Transportation, Pottstown Area Rapid Transit, Public Comments, Public 
Involvement, Safe Accountable Flexible Efficient Transportation Equity 
Act: A Legacy for Users, SAFETEA-LU, SEPTA, TEA-21, TIP, Title VI 
of the 1964 Civil Rights Act, TAP, Transit, Transportation, 
Transportation Alternatives Program, Transportation Improvement 
Program, Transportation Enhancements, Transportation Equity Act for 
the 21st Century 

Abstract: The Highlights for the Draft DVRPC FY2015 Transportation 
Improvement Program (TIP) for Pennsylvania briefly describes the 
region’s TIP as a federally required, multi-modal, four year constrained 
program of planned transportation infrastructure investment.  
It also contains a summary listing of all transit, highway, bridge, bicycle, 
pedestrian, and freight related projects in DVRPC’s Pennsylvania 
region which will seek federal funding in fiscal years (FY) 2015 to 2018.  
The Highlights document includes a financial summary of costs by 
county and by operator, as well as a section on how, when, and  
where to comment on the Draft DVRPC FY2015 TIP for Pennsylvania. 

Staff Contact:                      
Elizabeth Schoonmaker                  
Manager, Office of Capital Programs  
Delaware Valley Regional Planning Commission 
190 N. Independence Mall West, 8th Floor                 
Philadelphia PA 19106  

   (215) 592-1800  
   (215) 592-9125          
  eschoonmaker@dvrpc.org            

 www.dvrpc.org   
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PLANNING COMMISSION 

190 North Independence Mall West, 8th Floor 

Philadelphia, PA 191 06 

Telephone 215.592.1800 

Fax 215.592.9125 
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Tribal Consultation 

Correspondence announcing the draft PA TIP (below) was sent to the following: 
 Delaware Tribe 
 Delaware Nation 
 Absentee-Shawnee Tribe of Oklahoma 
 Eastern Shawnee Tribe of Oklahoma 
 Shawnee Tribe 
 Onondaga Nation 
 Stockbridge-Munsee Band of the Mohican Nation of Wisconsin 

Re: Draft Fiscal Year (FY) 2015-2018 Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) for 
Pennsylvania

On behalf of the Delaware Valley Regional Planning Commission (DVRPC), please find the 
enclosed copy of the above document.  

In accordance with the regulations contained in federal transportation legislation, you are 
receiving this draft document as part of a public comment and review period. The public 
comment period for this draft document will open on May 30, 2014 and will close at 5 p.m., June 
30, 2014. 

A public information session has been scheduled: 

Thursday, June 26, 2014
DVRPC Conference Center 
190 North Independence Mall West, 8thFl. 
Philadelphia, PA
4:00 P.M. - 6:00 P.M. 

Participants may choose to access the June 26, 2014 meeting by webinar. Registration is 
required: please contact public_affairs@dvrpc.org   by June 24, 2014 if you wish to sign up for 
this option, and log-in information will be sent to you.  

Written comments and questions may be submitted: 

 Online for the TIP: http://www.dvrpc.org/TIP  
 Emailed to: tip-plan-comments@dvrpc.org
 Addressed to: Plan/TIP/Conformity Comments, c/o DVRPC Public Affairs Office, 190 N. 

Independence Mall West, 8th Fl., Philadelphia, PA 19106 

Public comments must be submitted in writing in order to be incorporated into the final public 
record of comments.   

If you have questions, please contact me at jmeconi@dvrpc.org or 215-238-2871. 

Thank you for your time. 

Sincerely,



Jane M. Meconi, AICP 
Public Involvement Manager 

The Delaware Valley Regional Planning Commission (DVRPC) fully complies with Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, the Civil
Rights Restoration Act of 1987, Executive Order 12898 on Environmental Justice, and related nondiscrimination statutes and 
regulations in all programs and activities. DVRPC’s website, www.dvrpc.org, may be translated into multiple languages. Publications
and other public documents can be made available in alternative languages and formats, if requested. DVRPC public meetings are 
always held in ADA-accessible facilities and in transit-accessible locations when possible. Auxiliary services can be provided to
individuals who submit a request at least seven days prior to a meeting. Requests made within seven days will be accommodated to
the greatest extent possible. Any person who believes they have been aggrieved by an unlawful discriminatory practice by DVRPC 
under Title VI has a right to file a formal complaint. Any such complaint may be in writing and filed with DVRPC’s Title VI 
Compliance Manager and/or the appropriate state or federal agency within 180 days of the alleged discriminatory occurrence. For
more information on DVRPC’s Title VI program, or to obtain a Title VI Complaint Form, please  call (215) 238-2871 or email 
public_affairs@dvrpc.org.   



PROOF OF PUBLICATION 

STATE OF PENNSYLVANIA 
COUNTY OF PHILADELPHIA 

Antonia Jnobaptiste, being duly sworn, deposes and says that The Philadelphia Tribune is a newspaper 
published at 520-26 S. 16th Street, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. The publication attached herein is exact ly the 
same as the printed notice published in the regular edition of the said newspaper on the following date (s) viz: 

----------------------------~M=a~=29~~3=0--------------------~AD2014 

Affiant further deposes and says that she is an employee of the publisher of the said newspaper, and has 
been authorized to verify the foregoing statement that she is not interested in the subject matter of the 
aforesaid notice or publication and that all allegations in the foregoing statement as to time, place and 

character of publication are true. ~ /., -r -J.. 

COPY OF NOTICE OF PUBLICATION =-~-+;,___:._-_,.._,.:;4~~;;:;__::......_=-...=::.-= ____ _ 
The DelaWare Valley Reg•onal Planning Commtsslon A 0 ·a JnobaPtl'ite" 
(OVRPC) will open public comment periods for the following 
docUmems: Draft Fiscal Year (FY) 2015·2018 Pennsylvania 
Transponalion lmpmvement Program (TIP); drafl amendment 
to !he DVRPC Connections 2040 Long·Range Plan (Plan); 
and the Draft Transpor1alion Conlormfly Finding for the Dfaft 
FY 2015 Pennsylvania TIP. the draft Plan amendment, and 
the FY 2014 New Jersey TIP. The pubnc oomment period tor 
'the draft Pennsylvania TIP will open on May 30. 20t4 and 

• close at 5 p.m., June 30, 2014. The public comment pefiod tor 
1he draft Plan amendment and the draH Transponation Con· 

• tormity Anding will open on June 16, 20 t4 and close at 5 
I p.m .. July 18, 2014. A public meeting lor all documents Is 
' scheduled from 4·6 p.m. on June 26, 2014 at DVRPC. 190 N. 
I Independence Mall West. 8th Fl .. Philadelphia, PA 19106, 

Coples of the documents wUI be avaHable at www.dvrpc.org, 
• in lhe DVRPC Resource Center (located at the address 

above). In a number of regional Ubraries, and at the public 
meeting. Written comments s11ould oo mailed to 

' Plan/TIP/Conformity Comments, c/o DVRPC Public Affairs 
Offite (at the above address), faxed to 215·592·9125, or e· 
mai~ed to tip-plan-comments@dvrpc.org. The public involve· 
ment process for the TIP conducted by DVRPC l.s in cooper a· 
lion with !he Pennsylvania Department of Transportation 
(Pennoon to satisfy ihe requlremenls placed by federalleg
tstatlon and regulation lor all Federal Transh Adminisltalion 
and Federal Highway Administration funded proJects IIi lhe 
TIP. Public ln\'olvement for the TIP is used to sallsly public in· 
wlvement requirements lor PennDOT's Sectlon 5307 pro· 
gram of projects as well. DVRPC fully complies with Title VI of 
the Civil Rights Act ol 1964, lhe Civil Rights Restoration Act 
ot t 987, Executiva Order 12898 on Environmental. Justice, 
and relaled nondiscrimination slatutes and regulations in all 
programs and actlvities. DVRPC's website, WW'N.dvrpc.org, 
may be translaled into multiple languages. Publications and 
other public documents can be made. available in alternative 
languages and formats, a requested. DVRPC public meetings 
are always held in ADA·accessible facilities and in ltansil-ac· 
cesslble locations when possible. Auxiliary services can be 
provided to lndtv1duals who submit a request at klast seven 
days prior to a mee!lng. Requests made within seven days 
wUI be accommodated to the greatest extent possible. Any 
person who believes they have been aggrieved by an unlaw· 
ful discriminatory practice by OVRPC under TiUe VI has a SING COST 

Sworn to and subscribed before me 
this~~ May 2014 

~_7d{, ~ 

STATEMENT OF ADVERTISING COSTS 

Delaware Valley Regional Planni ng Commissi on 

190 N. Independence Mall West, 8th Floor 

Phi ladelphi a, PA 19106 

TO: THE PHILADELPHIA TRIBUNE for publishing the notice 
of advertising attached hereto on the above dates 

$ __________________________ ___ 

The Philadelphia Tribune Co., Inc. 
P U I right to file a lormal complaint. Any such oomplaint may be in 

writing and liled with DVRPC's Tdle VI Compliance Manager 
andlor !he appropriate stale or federal agency within t 80 
days of tile alleged disa-lminatory occurrence. For more lnfor· 
matlon ao OVRPC's Tnle Vt pr~ram. or to obtain a Tille VI 

Put Complaint Form. please,call(2151238•2871 oreman e hereby acknowledge receipt of the aforesaid advertising and 
public aHa,rs@dvrpc.org. • 

advertising costs, and certified that the same has been fully paid. 

OFFICE: 520 South 161
h Street 

Philadelphia, PA 19146 
Phone: 215 893-4050 

The Philadelphia Tribune Co., Inc. 
By __________________________ ___ 

Fax: 215 735-3612 



Proof of Publication in The Philadelphia Inquirer 
Under Act. No 160, P.L. 877, July 9, 1976 

STATE OF PENNSnVANIA 
COUNTY OF PHILADELPHIA 

Florence Devlin being duly sworn, deposes and says 
that The Philadelphia Inquirer is a daily newspaper published 
at gth and Market Street, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, 
which was established in the year 1829, since which date said 
daily newspaper has been regularly published and distributed 
in said Cotmty, and that a copy of the printed notice of 
publication is attached hereto exactly as the same was printed 
and published in the regular editions and issues of 
said daily newspaper on the following dates: 

May 30,2014 

Affiant further deposes and says that she is an employee 
of the publisher of said newspaper and bas been authorized 
to verify the foregoing statement and that she is not interested 
in the subject matter of the aforesaid notice of publication, and 
that all allegations in the foregoing statement as to time, place 
and character of publication are true. 

Sworn to and subscribed before me this 30th day of 
May, 2014. 

My Commission Expires: 

Copy of Notice of Publication 

The O .. aw•r• V•Uey R•glona t Pa.nnlng Com .. 
mission (DVRPC) will open public com mont porl
~d• for the following document s: Draft FlacaJ 

1
ear (FY) 2015-2018 Pennsylvania Traneporta

t on Improvement Program (TIP): draft amend
ment to tho DVRPC Connections 2040 Long
~ange Plan (Plan); and the Dreft Traneponatlon 

onformlty l'lndlng lor the Draft FY 2015 Pann
aytvanla TIP, the draft Plan amandment and the 
FY 2014 New Jersey TIP. The public comment 
period lor the draft Pennsylvania TIP will open 
on May 30. 2014 and close nt 5 p m Juno 30 
~?1 4. The public comment per'lod · tof the draf-i 

a.n amendment and the dreft Transportation 
Conformity Finding will opon on June 18 2014 
and close nt 5 p.m .• Jury 18, 2014. A 'public 
mooting for all documents Ia sched ulod from 4-8 
p .m . on June 28, 2014 at DVRPC. 190 N . lndo
~:ndonco Mall Wost, 8th Fl .. Phlladelphlo. PA 

108. Copies of the documents will be availa
ble at www.dvrpc.org, In tho DVRPC Resource 
Center (located at the address above). In a num
ber of regional librarle.s, and at the publlc meot
lng. Written comments should be malted to 
Plan/TIP/ Conformity Commenta. c/o OVRPC 
Public Aflalra Office (at the above eddrGsa) 
faxed to .216·592·9125. or e-malled to Up-plan: 
commentsOdvrpc.org. The public invotvement 
proceu for the TIP conducted by OVRPC fe In 
cooperation with the Pennsytvanle Department 
of Transportation (PennOOT) to aatlafy the ,.... 
qufremente placod by federal legislation and 
regulatfon for all Federal Transit AdmlnJatraUon 
and Fedora! Highway Administration funded 
~roje<:ta In tha TIP. Public Involvement for the 

IP Ia used to utJsty pubUc Jnvotvement , ... 
qufr•ments for PennDOT's Section 5307 pro
gram of projects as well. DVRPC fully com Ilea 
with Tltlo VI of the CMI Right$ Act of 1984p the 
CMI Rlghta Reatoretlon Act or 1987 Exacutlve 
Order 12898 on Environmental JustiCe and r .... 
fated nondlacrlminatlon •ta.tutes and r.Oulatlon• 
In all programs and acttvltfes. OVRPC'a webalte 
~.dvrpc.org • . may be translated Into muttlptO 
angua.gos. Publlcetlona and other public docu

ments can be made available rn altemative tan
Huagea end formats. II requested. OVRPC pub-
1 c moetfnga are always hold in ADA-accesalblo 
facilities and In transit-accessible locations 
when possible. Auxiliary services can be provld· 
ed to lndlvlduafs who submit a request at loaet 
aeven daye prJor to a meeting. Requests made 
within seven days will bo accommodated to the 
greate.at extant pos.slbfo. Any person who be
lieves they hove been aggrieved by an unlawful 
discriminatory practlco by OVRPC undor Tltlo VI 
has a right to file a format complaint. Any such 
complal.nt may be In writing a nd flied with 
DVRPC a Tltlo VI Compliance Manager and/or 
tho epproprlato state or federal agency within 
180 days of the a lleged discriminatory occur
rence. For more Information on OVRPC'a Title 
~I program, or to obtain a T itle VI Complaint 
p~~7,'.; ftl:f..~~;:~~c~~::> 238-2871 or email 



Affidavit of Publication 
Publisher's Fee $55.04 

State of New Jersey 
Camden County 
Personally appeared 

Affidavit $24.75 

Of the Courier-Post, a newspaper printed in berry Hill, New Jersey and published in Cherry Hill, 
in said County and State, and of general circulation in said county, who being duly sworn, deposeth and saith 
that the advertisement of which the annexed is a true copy, has bee~ published in the said newspaper 
1 times, once in each issue as follows: 

5/30/14 

Notary Public of New Jersey 

PUBUC !'i~OTICE 

T.he Delaware Valley Regional Plan
n lnY Commission (DVRl;'C)' will open 
Public comment ·periods tor the foilaw
lng documents: Draft Fiscal Year 
{ FY) 2015-2018 Pennsylvania Trons
portqtlon lmproveme[lt Program 
{TI PJ; draft ,amendment to the 
DVR PC C-onnections 2040 Long-Range 
Pion (Pion); ond the Droll Transpor
tation Conformity Finding for the 
Draft FY 2015 Pennsylvania TIP, the 
draft Pion amendment, and the FY 
2014 New Jer sey TIP, The public com
ment p·er lod for the draft Pe''1nsylva
nla TIP will open on May 30,2014 and 
close ot 5 P.m., June 30, 2014. The pub
lic comment period tor the draft Plan 
amefldment and the draft TransPorta
tion C~mformltv Finding w JII PPen on 
June l6, 2014 and .close ot s P.m., JulY 
18, .2014. A public meeting for all docu
m ents Is schedul ed from 4-6 p.m. on 
June 26, 2014 ol DVRPC, 190 N. lnde
peud·en~e Moll West, 8th Fl., Philadel
Phia, PA 19106. COPies of the docu
men1s wilt be available at 
wwW.dvrpc.org, tn the DV.RPC Re
source Center (located ot the address 
above), In o number of regional libra· 
r les, and at the Public meeting. Writ
ten comments should tie mailed to 
Plon/TIP/Conformltv Commenls, c/o 
DVRPC Public Affairs Office (at the 
obove address), faxed tQ' 215·592-9125, 
or e-malled to flp-plan
comments@dvrpc.org, The public tn
volltement process for· the Tl P con
ducted bY DVRPC Is In cooperation 
with the Pennsyllfanfd DePartment of 
Transportation (PennDOT) to soflsfy 
lhe requirements pfaced by federal 
leolslalfon and regulation tor all F~d
<i!ral Transit Administration and Fed
eral Highway Administration funded 
prolects In ·the TIP. P'ubllc Involve
ment for the Tl P Is used to satisfy pub
lic Involvement reaulr.ements for 
Pennoors Section 5307 program of 
protects as well . OVRPC fully com
Plies with Tille V I Of the Civil Rights 
Act of 1964, the Civil R lohts Re·stora
llon Act of 1987, E xecutive Order 12898 
on Environmental Justlcer and related 
nondiscrimination statutes and regula 
tions In all Programs and activities. 
DVRPC's website, · l.vww.dvrpc.orf/, 
may be translated Into multiple lan
OQoges. PUblfcatlons and other publfc 
:locuments can be mdde ovallabte· In 
alternative languages and formats, II 
requested. DVRPC Public meetings 
ore a lways held In ADA-accessible fa
c llllfes and In lron·slt-accessfble loca
tions when possible. Auxil iary services 

can be provided to Individuals who 
submit 9 rea1.1e~ at leas1 •Se¥~11 dav.s 
prior td a meeting, ~eoue~ts mode 
w fihln ~eY~!n ddYS will be tlctomt'nO· 
dated to· the greatest extent possible. 
Arw perJ;on Wl'lo believes theY· haY.e 
b-een aggrieved by on unlawful dl~
crlmlnator:v' t5roctlde bv DVRPG under 
Tille VI has o rfght to file o formal 
cgmPto'fnt. AnY socl;l complo!r\1 lTjaY 
tf e In Wr'll(ng opd flied witH OVRPCrs
Title VJ CoitlPifonce Mona'iler a·nd/or 
the op.proprlate state ·or federal ooen
cY wllhln 160 d!lYS of the alle'Ol!~ 'dfs.· 
crlmhiatorv occorrll!lCe. F'<:!r mo.re ln
tormotlon on DVRPOs TI-tle VI Pr'.O· 
gram. or to obtain a Tille V I Com
plaint Form•. pjease call, (21:5) 238-2871 
or emQJl publl'c:; .. af(olrs@d"rpc.or.ll., 
(165BS70-) (SSS.04) 

A.D. 2014 

scribed before me, this 
of May, 2014 

MARIA D. MARTINEZ 
:o~:RY ~U~L/C OF NEW JERSEY 
y mmtss,on Expires 512212017 
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fl\fj ~ i I~ 1• ~~. ~ t :ll): ]. (lj I t;p 
ponle-11J i,.com JUNIO 1- 7, 2014 AL Dill 

Aileen Connolly o email a: 
aileenc@ald~ia~n~ew~s.~co~~--

SHERIFPS SALE 
Bywtuc cl a Wnt of cxecuticn,ID me d~tecred.lssued out 
clthe SUPERIOR COURT OF NEYI JERSEY CHANC£R'I 
DIVISION, CAMDEN COUNTY. OOCl\ET NO. F0242431 2 
at P\Jblk: Venue on WEDNESDAY the 25th Day of JUNE. 
2014 A.D. at 12 o'cloc;k, LOCAL TIME, noon of said day, 
at the SHERIFF'S OFFICE in the COURT HOU&. 520 
Mart<et SL, 2nd floor. Suite 202. in City and County of 
Camden and Stale c{ New Jersey: 
PrOI)erty to be sot~ Is locared in llle Borougn ol Pine HMI, 
Co1111ty of Camden. State of New Jersey. 
Premises cornmooly i<n<1M1 as: 
IBWest&hA>'enue, Pine Hill. New Jo;rseyoo:J21 
Being Tax Lo~ 55 & 56, Blocl<: 72 
lllmensio111 approodmalllly: 50 feet 'hide by 150 feet long 
Nearest Cross S~eet Situatoo 011 the soulll""lSterlv s~ 
c{ Sixth Avenue 300 leer '""" lhe nalt"'-'lsterty side of 
Erial Avelue 
The sale Is subject 10 unpaid taxes an~ assessments, lax, 
water. and sewer liens and other municipal assessments. 
The amount due can be oblalne<J from the lOcal laxing 
<Nthonty. 
Pursuant 10 N.SJ.A. 4&88·21 the s.11e rnay alsO be 
sub!ecliO the limile<J tioo prioroty of any COndorn1niurrl 
homeoMier association liens vdlich rnay exisL 
The lodgment souglliiO be satisfied by the sale is: 

"APPROXIMATELY" 
$t88,082.75 

TWENTY PERCENT 
DEPOSIT REQUIRED 

SURPLUS MONEY: If aller the sale and salisfaction of 
the rnof18alje debl. Including costs and expenses, there 
remains any surplus money, the money wiR be deposired 
lntD the Superior Court Trust Ftmd and any person 
ctaimlog the surplus. or artt part thereof. may file a 
motion PtHSUant 10 Court Rules4:64-3 and 4:57·2 stalil1g 
the nature and extent olll1al person~ Claim and aSI<lng 
lor an orde< dircc~ng payment olthe surplus money. 
The She<iff or other person conducting 11\e sale w'j) ha<e 
Information regarding the surpluS, if any. 
Note: The sheriff resetVeS the right to adjourn INs sale lot 
any letlglll of ijrnewlllloiJt further advertisement. 
Seized as ll1e prope<ty ol: RICHELLE T, REYNOlDS, and 
Llkeol In e><ecution or PHH MORTGAGE CORPORATION 
CHARLES H. BILUNGHMI 
SHERtrr 
Sheriffs Number: 14002275 
DATED: ffi'03'2014, ffi/100014, 
ffi/1712014. 05'24/2014 
SHAPIRO & DENARDO, LLP 
14000 COMMERCE PARKWA.Y. SUITE 8 
MT. LAUREl. NJ 00054 
()657365) $152.64 

Anunciese hoy en 

[V}l •Jf;JJOBS 
Call 215 789 6976 

Ask for Aileen Connolly 
or email: aileenc@aldianews.com 

t:~, t(,J/VJf/1"JJidrJ 
Deadline: Friday /Viemes a 5:00 RM. 

SHERIFF'S SAL£ 
By .;nue or a Writ of execution. to me directed, issued 
out ol the SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY 
CHANCERY DIVISION, CAMDEN COUNTY, DOCKET 
NO. DJ06785713 AT Public Venue on WEDNESDAY 11\e 
18lh Day of JUNE. 2014 A.D. at 12 o'clock, LOCAL TIME_, 
noonol said day, at the SHERIFF'S OFFIC£ in the COURt 
HOUSE, 520 Mall<el St., 2nd FlOor, Suite 202,1n City and 
County of Camden and Stale of New Je<ser. 
Property 10 be sOld Is locared In the Munclpai tyol Cherry 
Hilt, County o1 camden, State or New Jersey. 
PremiseS commonly ~nown as: 
232 Chanocleer ll<ive. Cherry Hill, NJ OOOl3 
Beiflg Tax lo~ 1. Block: 520.04 on U>e 01e<ry Hia 
Township Tax Map 
DimenSions approximate!)': UnknOwn 
Nearesl Ctoss SIJeet Krcsson & CrO))Well Roods 
A FULL LEGAl DESCRIPTION OF THE PREMISES 
CAN BE FOUND IN THE OFFIC£ OF THE SHERIFF OF 
CAMDEN COUNTY 
The judgment souBtlt to be satislied by the sate is: 

"APPROXIMATELY" 
$7,275.6 t 

TWENTY PERCENT 
DEPOSIT REQUIRED 

SURPlUS MONEY: If aller the sale and satislaclloo of 
the mor1gage debL Including oosts and expenses, there 
remains any surplus mooey,the mooey will be depos.ted 
into the Superior Court Trust Fund ood any PEJson 
claiming tl'le surplus, or any part thereof. ma1 file a 
mobon pursuant to Court Rules 4,(;4-3 and 4:57 ·2 staling 
the nature and extent or lllat person~ claim and asl<ina 
lor an order diredMlg payment or tl'le surplus money, 
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale 'hil have 
Information regarding the surplus. if any, 
Note: The she<iff reserves the rjgllt 10 adjourn tills sate lot 
artt letlglll or lime v.ithoutlurther adva'lisell1EI1L 
Seized as the prOI)erty of: VIRGINIA TAYLOR AND 
DERRICK B. ROBINSONM</A DERRICK B. ROBERSON. 
and tal<eoinexecutionol CHAPARRAL AT CHANTICLEER 
CONOOMINUM ASSOCIATION,INC. 
CHARLES H. BIWNGHAM 
SHERIFF 
Sheriffs Number: 14002145 
DAT£D, 05127/201~. 0Gmi201 ~. 
0611()12014, 05'1712014 
BARRY W. ROSENBERG 
411 ROUTE 70 EAST, 
SUIT£ 104 
CHERRY Hill. NJ 08034 
(1656547) 

SHERIFF'S SALE 
By v~rtue o1 a Wr'lt of execution. to me d~tected. iss•-ed out 
ol the SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY CHANCERY 
DIVISION, CAMDEN COUNTY, DOCKET NO. F02352612 
at Public ~ue on Wt:DNESDAY the 18th Day of JUNE. 
2014 A.. D. at12 O'CIOCII. LOCAL TIME. noon ol said day, 
at the SHERifF'S OFFICE in the COURT HOUSE. 520 
Market SL, 2nd FIOOf, Suite 202, in City and County o1 
Camctoo and State o1 New Je<sey: 
Propertt to be SOld Is located In the Municipality ol 
Winslow, County ol camden, State of New Jersey, 
Premises commonly k-n as: 
53 Normans Ford Olive, WinslOW. NJ 08081 "'Ill a 
mailing adclrnss ol 53 Normans Ford 0(1Ve, Sicklerville, 
NJ 08081 
Being Tax lo~ 53, Block: 303.01 
Dimensions ap)llQl<lmalllly: 20' • 100'' 20' x 100' 
Nearest Cross Street: Mooting House Dri'Je 
"THE SHERIFF HERESY RESERVES THE RIGHT TO 
ADJOURN THIS SALE WITHOUT FURTHER NOTICE 
THROUGH PUBUCATION.' 
The ludll'l'Gnt sougntro be satisfied by the sale is: 

"APPROXIMATELY'' 
$235,570.3Q 

TWENTY PERCENT 
DEPOSIT REQUIRED 

SURPLUS MONEY: II after the·sate and saUsfactiOn ol 
the rnor18age debL Including oosts and expenses, there 
remains any surplus money, the money w\11 oe cJeposited 
Into the SUPEJior Court Trust Fund and artt person 
claiming llle su<plus. or al1)' parr theteol, rnay lite a 
motion pursuant Ill Court Rules 4£4.-J and 4:57-2 stating 
the natu<e and extent o4 tnat person'$ claim and asking 
lor an order directing payment olllle surplus money. 
The SheriN Ol other person conduc)jng U>e sate vAll have 
lnforrnaoon regarding the surplus, II any. 
Note The shetill reserves the rigllt to adjourn this sale lor 
any toogth or tlm<twlthoutlurllle< actvettlsEmenL 

~8."~Ms R~RfoW~/A~~ ~~~A~~~~:~ 
lo execution of FEDERAL NATIONAL MORTGAGE 
ASSOCIATION 
CHARLES H. SIWNGHAM 
SHERIFF 
Sheriff'S Number: 14002125 
DATED: 0012712014. W03/2014, 
ffi/100014, 0611712014 
f'lUCSC, OECKCR & ~ALT2MAN 
20000 HORIZON WAY, SUITt: 900 
Ml. LAUREL NJ 08004 
!16568021 

PONTEqm 
.com 

$148.88 

SHERIFF'S SAl E 
By v1rtue or a VIr~ of e•ecution.lo medirecred. 1ssued out 
or the SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY CHANCER'/ 
VISION, CAMDEN COUNTY, DOCKET NO. 1'1423412 at 
Public Vooue on WEDNESDAY the 1111l Day of JUNE, 
2014 A.D. at 12 o'clocll. LOCAl TIME, noon of said day, 
at the SHERIFPS OFFICE In the COURT HOUSE. 520 
Marl<el St., 2nd floOl, Suite 202. In City and County cl 
camden and Slate or NEW Jersey: 
Premises commorly M01m as: 
960 Sout8th S~eet. Cerndoo, New Jersey 
Being Tax 1.ot: 73, Blocl<: 376 on the offl031 Tax Map or 
tile City of Cernden Dimensions app<oxlmately: 16' x 87' 
Nearest Cr~ S~ee~ Cherry S~eet 
Prior liens and oocumb<anc;JS not extinguished by sale: 
Tax Sale CertifiC3le #12.()()357: 
S5,073.63aso4 March 17.2014 
OPOO taJ< Q'Jarless and unpaid municipal charges due 
and owing to the City or Cernden: $273.66 as or Match 
17.2014. 
The ludt>;menl sougnt to be satlsfled by the sale ;s, 

"APPROXIMATELY" 
$18t,98 1.80 

TWENTY PERCENT 
DEPOSIT REQUIRED 

SURPLUS MONEY: If aftl!f the sale and saUslactlon ol 
the mortgage debt,including oosts and expenses. there 
remains artt S!Jrplus money, the money 'hill be deposited 
Into 11\e Superior Court Trust Fund and any person 
claiming the surplus, or •rtt part lheteol, rnay Ole a molioo 
pursuant to Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57·2 stating ll1e 
naiuleand extentofll\et person~ claim and aSking lor an 
order <f~ecting payment or the surplus money. 
The Sheriff or Oiher person conducting the sale will have 
Information regard'ong the surplus, if ooy. 
Note: The sherill reserves the nght to adjourn ll11s sale lor 
any length cr llmewillloiJt lurlller adver1iSemenl. 
Seized as 1!1e property of: I-lOPE CHEF.K. and takoo 10 
execution of SOUTH JERSEY FEDERAL CREDIT UNION 
CHARLES H. BIWNGHAM 
SHERIFF 
Sheriffs Number: 1400'l007 
DATED: 0!>'2012014, 05127/2014, 
0610312014, 061100014 
GARy C. ZEITZ. LL.C. 
ATTORN£YS AT tAW 
1105 LAUREL OAK ROAD, SUITE 136, 
VOORttEES. NJ 00043 
(1655984) $t41.12 

THE SCHOOL DISTRICT OF PHILADELPHIA 

La Comlsi6n de Planilicacion Reelonal del Valle de Delaware (OVRPC por sus s!glas 
oo lng~) dar<! apertura a pe~os para comentarios p(Jbllcos para los sigU>entes 
documcniOs: VersiOn preliminar del Programa de Mcjoras al Transporte (TIP) de 
Pensilvanta para el ano ltscal 2015·2018; \le!siOn preUminar de Ia enmlenda at Plan 
de largo rango "Connecticns ro~o· de Ia DVRPC (et Plan); y Ia Verslcln p<ellmlnar del 
Hallazgo de coruormidad del tranSjlorle para Ia verSion p<et•nonal del TIP de Pensitvanla 
de 2015. Ia versiOn preliminar de Ia etlmienda al Plan, y el TIP de Nueva Jersey para 
e1 ano fiscal 2014. Et periodo para comentarios pl)bllcos para Ia Versiao preliminar del 
TIP de Pensilvania iniciar~ et30 ~e ma)<l de 2014 y()Ol)Cura et30 de junio de 2014, 
a las 17:00 hOras. 0 pe<fodo de C01'11e111anos p(Jblicos para Ia versi6n pretiminar de ta 
crunienda at Plan y Ia versiOn preliminar del Hallazgo de conformidad del trans(ll)r'1B 
lniciarhl l6de junto de 2014 ycondulro! et 18de ~de 2014 a las 17:00 horas. La 
reuniOn p(Jtbic.a para 1odos losdocumentosesta prowamada para et26de jtri> de 2014, 
de 16:00a 18:00 hOras. enel OVRPC.cuya dlreocitlnes: 190N. Independence Mall West. 
8th Fl. rtladelfla, PA 19106. Las COllies de los <b:umentos es~ disponibles en W'hW, 
dvrpc.org. en el Centro de ri!C\Jrsos del DVRPC (ubicado en Ia dlrecciOn anteriormente 
mencionada), oo varlas bibliotecas regionales yen Ia reool6n pObllca. los comentarios 
escritos deben set envlados por corrro a: PlanfTIPA::onlormlty Comments, c/o OVRPC 
Public Affairs Office (a Ia direcci6n que se delalla an!eliormenle oo ~te) en'liado por 
lax at numero 21 5-592·9125, o erMado per correo eleclnlnico a: tip.plan-cQmmentsC 
dvrpc.org. El proccso de participaciOn p(Jillica para el TIP realizado por et DVRPC se lleva 
a caoo en cotaboraci6n con el Oejlartarnento de Transporle de Pensllvania (conocldo 
como PennOOT) para cumpllr con los requisitos establecidos porIa legiSiaci<ln y oomas 
federates para lodos los proyeclos en el TIP RnallClados porIa Admlnislraci6n Federal de 
Tr.!nsiiD y Ia AdmlnistraciOo Federal de Cerreteras. Ul partlcipaciOn del p(Jblica para el TIP 
tambi~n se usa para cumplir con ta requisitDs de Ia parUclpaclOn p(Jblica del programa de 
proyectos de Ia SecciOo 5307 del PennDOT. E1 OVRPC currlj))e a cabalidad coo el TlltJio VI 
de Ia ley de Oerechos CMtes de 1964.1a Ley de RestauraciOn de los Oerechos Civiles de 
1987. eJ Deere to ejecutiYo 12898 sabre Jus beta Medioambientat, y los estatutos y normas 
de no-discriminaciOn relacionadas en IOdos los prowamas y aclMdades. E1 sitio web del 
OVRPC. www.dwpc.Ofg. podr<l ser lradtddo en wrlos idlomas. Las publicaciones y otros 
documentos publices podr.!n estar disponlbles en otros ldiomas y rormllos, si asl se 
sollcrtarao. Las reur>ones pt)blicas del OVRPC slempre se lle\'iln a cabo en instalactones 
accesibles para CIJ11plir con Ia ley para esladounidenses con dlscapaddades !AOA 
por sus slglas oo ~~ yen tugares accesillles at ~anspone, cuando sea posible. Se 
podrao prestar scrvicios aw!tiares a laS personas que presenten ooa soticitud por tc 
menos siete dias antes de Ia reuniOn. las SOlicitudes presenladas denbo de siete dlas 
senln complacidas en Ia mayor rnedida posible. Cualq\Jier persona que crca que ha 
sldo ofendida por una pr.lctica discrimlnalona ilegpl, por parte del OVRPC, en vitlud del 
Tltuto VI. Ilene derecho ~· presentar una queja format. Cualquier queja tal podr.! hacerse 
por esortiO y presentado allle el Gerente de cwnplimiOOID del Tii!Jio VI del DVRPC y/o 
ta agencta estatal o federal adecuada dentro de teo dl;r.; a partir del supuesto suceso 
discriminatotio. Para obtcner mas informaciOn sob<e 1e P<D8taffiil del Tll>Jio VI del OVRPC. 
c para cbtener un rormulario de de~ del Tnutc Vl,llarne al tet~fono (215) 238-2871 

Sealed proposals Will be received by the School Relorm Cornml>sion •llhe School 
Adrnlnislr.ltion Building locoled al440 North Broad SL, 3rd Floot, Olfice of CepHal 
Progr>ms, Philadelphia, PA 191304015, untii2:00P.M., on Tuesday, June 17, 2014. 
A non·refundable lee lor each set or bid <b:urnents Is as scheduled. ll>e Scllocl Ois~ict 
will only accept bids lrom companies lhalha<e been placed on its current Pre Oualirled 
Conlr.octors IJsl as shoWn at ps!lorg. All Sdlool District Prqects require MBENIBE 
parlldpalioo as shown 1n the SPedfalions. 

8·008 c ol2013/t4 General Interior Ooor 
Replacement 

BUDGET 

$ 808,900.00 

litlen Middle School 
6601 Elmwood Ave 
Philadelphia, PA 19142 

FEE 

$100.00 

• A pre-bid conference and site tour Will be held at \he project locai)Oll at the main 
entrance, on Wednesday, June 4th, 2014 a110:00a.m. 

Specifrcali0111 and/or plans and contract documents may be examined and copies 
lllereor obtained from the School Reform Commission. 440 North Broad Street, 
3rd flocr, Philadelphia, PA 19130. 

lnlormati<Jn as to convact documents, etc., may be obla1ned at the above address, 
or telephone 215·400-4730. Make checks payable to the Scheel Oistrict of 
Philadelphia. 

The Scheel Reform Commission reserves the rigllt to reject artt and all bids and 
make the awards to the bes1 interests Dillie School District or Phitadelphta. 
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STATEOFNEW JERSEY} 
} 

COUNTY OF MERCER } 
s.s. 

I, JANE BENTLEY, certify a public notice was published in THE 

TRENTONIAN, a newspaper printed and published daily in the 

city of Trenton, County of Mercer, State of New Jersey on 

May~/~(/ 
Sworn and subscribed before me this 2nd day of June 2014 

I 
requiremenjffitor-PennDOT's 
Section 5 _ ; prograrp of 

' • pr0je,cts.a · -.l~[l),MRPC. fully 
' complj,e'S, . :fitle:~·l _,of tfu.~ 

, i Civll~ights~ct•1i>f 1.964,,/the· 

I. ,CIV-Il' f;l19hts·"iB~~9rad01)l . Act 
of 198.7, Executivel Order 
12898.· ; orili!EnV.ronmental 

I Justic~,' and.t-r.elated nondis
criminationsfatutes and reg
ulatfon~~rn ~11 pro~rams~nd 
aC?tiviti~s.~DY~f.iC s wepl!ite, 
1/YWW.dvr.pc.or.g,, , rnay be 
transl~te~ into· .. ~multlple ran~ 

r gi,J~g·13;; . ... - .. ~..tl<?n~· ar:t.9. I 
, o,th~r;'p amen\S can 
be ina~ .• • . ole;in.alt~r~~~. 
tili'e' !ang,!!C! ~s~,and, forma~~~ 1 

if reque!>ted1QMflf'C~ pubfic, 
meetings ~re ·always held in 
ADA-acce'ssible - 'facilities 
and in 1rcifl'ii!~~!::cessible 16-. 
cat(ons_w.hen. Rbssible. Aux= 
lliary sePtice:s.\~.an -be . pro-

' vided ' .Jo.-'ji)ajyip'uals '•wop 
1 ~Y!:>']l.i! .~9~Q~~~t,:11e~~t 

, seven days··pno,r· to a r;neet:, 
· ing. ·.Re'cfuEI~t~" mliae" within i 
seven days ·will be accom- • 
modateQ ·to Jtle 9reatest ex
tent po9s_!9le~Any· P.erson 
who believes,Jttey have been 
aggrieveo oY,-an unlawfUl dis
crlminatpr)t~$ractice by 
DVRPG:iJ~H;!en-.Title Vl ' has a 
rig~t to'·in~ fqr.rnal '. com- I 

• plamt. -.An~t;,stiG!t 'c.0mplalnt 
may be "in' writing and filed 
with DVRPG's 'f.ltle VI Com
pliance Manager and/or_ the 
appropriate ·.?tate or federal 
agency withii:l· 180 days of 
the alleged discriminatory 
occurrence . . For more infor
mation on DVBPC's Title VI 
progrttn'l, orl<!Y-obtaln a Title 
VI Compla,!ilt .F.or.rn, please 

ll 
call (215) 238-2871 /or email 
publlc_affairs @dvrpc.org. 
FEE:$51.12 ·5/29/14 j-16~ 

LISA MARIE CHELL J 
Notary Public 

State of New Jersey 
My Commission Expires Sep 1. 2016 





R.R.T.S. 
Residents for Regional Traffic Solutions, Inc. 

PO 8 ox 2B5 
Newtown, PA 18940 

rrtsbuckspa5@gmail.com 

Candace Snyder; Director, DVRPC Olfice of Public Affairs and Communications 
190 N. Independence Mall West, 8"' Floor 
Philadelphia, PA 19106 

June 26, 2014 

SUBJECT: Draft OVRPC FY 2015 Transportat ion Improvement Program (TIP) for Pennsylvania 
WRITTEN TESTIMONY SUBMISSION RE. TWO (2) PROJECTS: 

{1} Stoop ville Rood Improvements - Phase 2 (MPMS# 88083} 
(2) Swamp RD/ Pennswood RD Bridge Over Branch of Neshominy Creek {MPMS# 64781} 

Dear Ms. Snyder, 

Thank you for t he opportunity today to present Oral Testimony regarding the Draft DVRPC FY201S 

Transportat ion Improvement Program for Pennsylvania. 

Enclosed please find aM!/._ ·page WRITTEN TESTIMONY SUBMISSION from Residents for Regional 

Traffic Solutions, Inc. regarding the Draft DVRPC FY2015 Transportation Improvement Program for 

Pennsvlvanio. The contents of our Oral Testimony can be found in Attachment II of our Written 

Testimony. 

s~ ~"····· __ c_ ________ __ 

President 

CC:Barry Schoch, P.E., Secretary of Transportation 
State Transportation Commission c/o Barry Schoch, P.e.· 
State Representative Steve Santarsiero• 
Diane Ellis Marseglia, Bucks County Commissioner• 
MoeSood 
Concerned Residents of Newtown (mass e-mail) 
R.R. T.S. Membership (mass e-mail) 

• indivi duals received RRTS's !3'l!l..·page WRITTEN TESTIMONY SUBMISSION 



R.R.T.S. 
Residents for Regional Traffic Solutions, Inc. 

PO Box 285 
Newtown, PA 18940 

rrtsbuckspa5@gmail.com 

Draft DVRPC FY 2015 Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) for Pennsylvania 

WRITTEN TESTIMONY SUBMISSION: June 26, 2014 II o f Pages:3J..!l, II of Attachments: 1J 
RE: Project Names: 

(1) Stoop ville Rood Improvements- Phase 2 (MPMS# 88083} 

(2) Swamp RD/ Pennswood RD Bridge Over Branch of Neshaminy Creek (MPMS# 64781) 

OBJECTIVE: 

1) On March 28, 2012, Newtown Township officials held a special meeting to solidify a new plan 
for Stoopvll/e Rood Improvements-Phase 2, essentially abandoning the original plan designed to 
address serious public safety issues along Stoopville Road in accordance with "Complete 
Streets" policy. The original plan included installation of a much needed Multi-Use Trail along 
the full length of Stoopville Road and mitigation of storm water management issues along the 
full l~ngth of the road. 

(See Attachment I; 3/30/12 Bucks County Courier Times article titled "Officials discuss phase 
two of Stoopville Road project" and Advance of Bucks County article dated 4/5-4/11/12 titled 
"Stoopvllle Road project enters phase two"). 

The new plan, which is the current FY2015 Stoopvllle Road Improvements -Phase 2 (MPMS# 
88083), misdirects funds to an intersection upgrade at Route 413 and Stoopville Road. This 
intersection expansion is inappropriate and not necessary. The new plan misses a serious 
safety problem wit h storm water management along the entire length of Stoopville Road. 
Stoopvi/le Rood Improvements· Phose 2 {MPMS# 88083) should have addressed storm water 
management flooding problems and funds should have been allocated to address safety issues 
along Stoopville Road before being allocated to upgrade and expand any intersections. 

The new plan calls for the UPGRADE and EXPANSION of an intersection In neighboring 
Wrightstown Township. This expansionary project is consistent with the "Northern Bypass" 
(now called an " Emerging/ Regional Corridor" by the DVRPC), an expressway that the DVRPC 
and certain politicians continue to attempt to construct in bits and pieces. It is both 
inappropriate and dangerous to construct this expressway in this heavily residentially 
developed area. 



2) Residents for Regional Traffic Solutions, Inc. (RRTS) implores the Regional Technical 
Committee and the DVRPC Board to oppose these two expansionary projects: 

• Stoopv/1/e Road Improvements- Phase 2 (MPMS# 88083) and 

• Swamp Road/ Pennswood Road Bridge Over Branch of Neshaminy Creek 
(MPMS# 64781). 

These expansion projects will exacerbate an already volatile public safety Issue that exists on 
Stoopville, Lindenhurst, and Swamp Roads. With great disregard for the safety of residents and 
travelers along these roads, the DVRPC and certa in politicians continue their quest to construct an 
expressway In bits and pieces along Stoopvllle, Lindenhurst, and Swamp Roads. The expressway will 
connect Interstate 78 to Interstate 95. In the DVRPC's published plan titled 1988 Newtown 
Township Traffic Study. there w ill be two (2) southern ends of the expressway: one that runs along 
Stoopvllle and Lindenhurst Roads (the plan shows It running along an extended Silver lake Road, 
but due to development impacts, it will now run along Lindenhurst Road) and one that runs along 

swamp Road. It is wrong to construct an expressway here. The dangerous traffic 

conditions that already exist along these roads, as a result of the high volume of heavy t ruck traffic 
coming from four (4) Swamp Road quarries, have been well-documented, both in writing and in the 
public forum. 

• Today, RRTS presented Oral Testimony to the DVRPC in opposition to Stoopville Rood 
Improvements- Phase 2 (MPMS# 88083) and Swamp RD/ Pennswoad RD Bridge Over 
Branch of Neshominy Creek (MPMS# 64781) and asked the Regional Technical Committee 
and DVRPC Board to oppose these projects (see Oral Testimony, Attachment II). 

• Attachment I Ills a 7/29/08 letter from RRTS to the Regional Traffic Planning Task Force RE: 
Presentation oi inventories of RRTS letters to the Regional Traffic Planning Task Force 
(RTPTF) at the 7/29/08 RTPTF meeting. The 7/29/08 letter, which is 189 pages long, 
clearly describes the volatile public safety issue that exists on our roads. Note that State 
Representatives David Steil and Scott Petri were Co-Chairs of the Regional Traffic Planning 
Task Force. 

• Attachment IV Is RRTS's 6/3/04 Written Testimony Submission to the DVRPC regarding the 
Draft DVRPC FY2005 TIP (PA}, Project Name: Stoop ville Road Rehob/litotian Project •. 
Amongst other things, this 67-page document includes: communications from the 
Pennsbury and Council Rock School Districts and Grey Nun Academy that focus on the 
traffic safety crisis, a resolution from Eagleton Farms Homeowners Association, and a CD
ROM entitled "BYPASSING THE BYPASS"_ that graphically shows the dangers of heavy truck 
traffic running through heavily residentially developed neighborhoods. 

3) Questions regarding MPMS/188083: 

• Why has the money allocated for this project gone from $1.425,000 in the FY2013 PA TIP to 
$1,707,000 in the current FY2015 PA TIP? Has the project increased in scope? 



• In PennDOT's FY2013 PA TIP Summary of Responses, It states this regarding MPMS# 88083 
(see Attachment V): " ... Decorative crosswalks and new ADA-compliant curb ramps will be 
Installed for the walking path crossings at the intersection of Eagleton Farms Road and 
Stoopville Road; at St oopllille Road and Washington Crossing Road; and at Washington 
Crossing Road and Highland Road." Please note that only the intersection of Eagleton 
Farms Road and Stoopvllle Road Is listed In the FY2015 PA TIP project description. Please 
rectify this. 

SUMMARY: 

• Residents for Regional Traffic Solutions, Inc. (RRTS) is a regional citizens' group. M embers are 
from Lower Makefield, Upper Makefield, Newtown, Wrightstown, and Northampton Townships 
and the organization represents well in excess of 9,000 residents. 

• Newtown Township officials have abandoned the Multi-Use Trail, and much-needed 
accompanying storm water management, that was to run the full-length of Stoopviile Road in 
the original plan for Scoopville Road Improvements- Phase 2 . The Multi-Use Trail would have 
connected thousands of residents who live in neighborhoods along this dangerous road. 
Stoopvillc Road is a Minor Collector Road comprised of a heavily developed residential 
community, with the potential for a minimum of several hundred additional homes, making the 
safety of residents and their children a major concern. Even with the benefits of traffic calming 
Installed In Stoopv/1/e Road Improvements-Phose 1, Stoopvllle Road continues to be a volatile 
public safety issue due to the high volume of truck traffic coming from the four (4) Swamp Road 
quarries. Quarry truck traffic is compelled to push the speed limit, as drivers are paid by the 
load and the industry often promises on- time deliveries. 

• Residents who live along Stoopville Road are prisoners in their neighborhoods. It is 
unconscionable that Newtown Township officials abandoned the "Complete Streets'' goal of 
providing a safe way for residents to walk and bike to: each other's homes, two (2) churches 
located on Stoopville Road, a convenience store at Stoopville Road and Route 532, the future 
Bucks County Veterans Park at Route 532 and Highland Road, the Federal Veterans Cemetery 
on Highland Road, and the Lower Makefield Township trail system which leads to the Garden of 
Reflection 9-11 Memorial on Woodside Road AND the Delaware Canal. 

• Instead, Newtown Township officials have changed Phase 2 of the project to accomplish the 
upgrade and expansion of an intersection In neighboring Wrightstown Township, the 
intersection of Stoopville Road and Route 413 (Durham Road). RRTS OPPOSES the expansion of 
this intersection as, per the DVRPC's 1988 Newtown Township Traffic Study. this upgra de js a 
critical part of construction of a malar North/South expressway that will connect lnterstate-78 
to lnrerstate-9S. This North/ South expressway is also known as the "Northern Bypass". 

• In addition to jeopardizing the safety of residents and travelers, this back door effort to 
const ruct the expressway in bits and pieces sells out the residents of Bucks County who 
cherish the unique and priceless open space character that exists today. The expressway will 



create uncontrollable growth and building that will significantly change the character and 
quality of life in our region. 

• In the DVRPC's published study titled 1988 Newtown Township Traffic Studv. there will be two 
(2) sout hern ends of the expressway: one that runs along Stoopville and Lindenhurst Roads (the 
study shows it running along an extended Silver lake Road, but due to development, it w ill now 
run along Lindenhurst Road) and one that runs along Swamp Road. The map on page 6 of 
Attachment Ills a map of the North/ Sout h expressway t hat was discussed by a regional Traffic 
Advisory Committee back in the early 1990's. Meeting minutes document the discussions. 

• The map on page 8 of Attachment II is a map of the North/ South expressway t hat appeared in a 
March 2006 DVRPC publication titled "EXECUTIVE SUMMARY: LIM ITING TRAFFIC CONGESTION 
AND ACHIEVING REGIONAL GOALS". The expressway runs along Route 611 to lnterstate-95 and 
is referenced in the legend as an " Emerging/ Regional Corridor". 

• In the DVRPC's 1988 Newtown Township Traffic Studv. the " Northern Bypass Alternative" was 
studied. One end was along Stoopville Road and an extended Sliver lake Road on the East side 
of Newtown Borough. The ot her end was along Swamp Road on the West side of Newtown 
Borough. The following excerpts are from t he section of the 1988 Newtown Townshio Traffic 
Study that was titled " Northern Bypass Alternative": 

(a) Page 1161 (see page 10, Attachment II) is a map titled "Year 2000 Highway Network 
Northern Bypass Scenario". This map continues to be relevant t oday, as it is 
customary for t he DVRPC to do 25-year l ong Range Planning. The map shows the 
"Northern Bypass" as an upgraded Stoopville Road connected to an extended 
Upper Silver l ake Road. Today, because of development impacts, the " Northern 

Bypass" would run along Lindenhurst Road rather than an extended Upper Silver 
lake Road. Note the upgraded intersection at Stoopville Road and Route 413 
(Durham Road). 

(b) Page 1162 states, "It is further recommended that Buck Road, Swamp Road, and 
Durham Road be widened to 4 lanes ... " 

Note that in the not too distant past, PennDOT- working with the DVRPC ·tried to 

ex pond Swamp Road to accommodate the 4-lone plan. The community rejected this 

despite pressure from PennDOT and it has, at least temporar ily, been stopped. 

However, t he Swamp Road project that RRTS iS OPPOSING in the FY2015 

Pennsylvania TIP, (MPMS# 64781) Swomp Rood/ Pennswood Rood Bridge Over 

Branch of Neshominy Creek SR:2036, is a continuation of the project opposed by 

the community and is a subversive attempt to increase travel speeds on this road. 



For over SO years, the bridge has had two 11.5 foot lanes and served to slow traffic 

without incident or head on collision. The affect of slowing traffic is substantially 

safer than increased travel speeds. History has shown that safety declines at higher 

traffic speeds, especially In the vicinity of the high concentration of young drivers 

that Bucks County Community College provides. 

(c) Page #64 states, "Some of the benefits of the northern bypass scenario, in 
particular the diversion of gravel t rucks, may be achieved with limited 
Improvements to Stoopvllle Road." 

(d) Page #60 states, "Level of service on ... Durham Road [Route 413) will be a function of 
the signalized Intersections." 

(e) Page #73 states, 

"Highway Improvement Program, 

Five Year Plan 

Durham Road/ Stoopville Road Turn Lane & Signalization" 

Note that these are the improvements being done in the current FY201S 
Stoopville Road Improvements-Phose 2 {MPMS# 88083} 

• In 2001, under the leadership of State Representative David Steil, there was a plan made to 
construct t he "Northern Bypass" along Stoopville and an extended Silver Lake Road. The plan 
was stopped due to oppositio11 from citizens. Today, because of development impacts, the 
" Northern Bypass" would have to be constructed along Stoopvllle and lindenhurst Roads 
where there is i n excess of 130 points of access, most residential driveways. (To view the 
points of access, see Traffic Flow Map on page 11, Attachment IV.) 

• In 2007/2008, resident s successfully opposed the roundabout that Representatives David Stell 
and Scott Pet ri and t he DVRPC advocated for at the intersection of Stoopville and Washington 
Crossing Roads, as it would have realigned Stoopville Road to facilitate construction of a fut ure 
expressway. The dead give- away that the roundabout was a key component of the "Northern 

Bypass" can be found in a S/12/08 Bucks County Courier Times l etter to the Editor written by 

David Steil and Jay Roth Ill, an engineer consultant for the DVRPC's Bucks County Reqlonol 

Traffic Study. In the letter to the Editor titled " Don' t scoff at better, modern roundabouts", 

Representative Steil recommended the roundabout because of "the unique geometric and 

traffic conditions In an area poised for growth and change." (See Attachment VI) 

Represent ative Steil's view was consist ent with a previous st atement he made in a 6/20/ 02 

letter to the President of RRTS in which he stated, "I would disagree with your characterization 

of Stoopville Road as a 'residential route' and a later reference as il being a 'minor residential 



collector road'. It is neither of those. It is a stat e highway. It is clearly an arterial route, routing 

traffic nows over four municipalities. Agajn, that is my opinion." (See Attachment VII) 

• Residents were highly concerned about the proceedings of the Regional Traffic Planning Task 
Force (RTPTF), w hich was headed by State Representatives David Steil and Scott Petri from 
June 17, 2004 through July 29, 2008. 

(a) At the first RTPTF meeting on 6/17/04, Representative Steil dictated that no formal minutes 
would be takefl. Residents opposed this and fought to have minutes taken (see page 11, 
Attachment Ill : 7/20/04 1etter from RRTS to Representative Steil and Steve Santarsiero RE: 
RTPTF/ Southeastern Bucks league of Municipalities - Request for separate meeting dates 
and formal minutes). 

(b) At the 3/31/05 RTPTF meeting, residents were shocked to learn that the DVRPC would be 
the consultant for the RTPTF {see Attachment VIII, " Public comment made by Sue Herman 
at the 4/13/05 Newtown Township Board of Supervisors meeting"). The RTPTF had 
promised one thing and delivered another. The minutes from the January 2005 RTPTF 
meeting stated t hat PennDOT Harrisburg would use Gannett Flemming to do the regional 
traffic study for the RTPTF. Residents liked this, as Gannett Flemming's main office was 
located outside of the recion. lt seemed that this would provide much-needed objectivity, 
since for over thirty years, there had been a history of truck traffic being manipu lated w it hin 
our region (see Attachment IV). 

(c) After four (4) years of RTPTF meetings, at a cost to taxpayers of four hundred thousand 
dollars ($400,000), the DVRPC published its recommendations in a document titled Bucks 
County Regional Traffic Study (BCRTS). It was no surprise that the outcome of the BCRTS 
was what was wantPrl in 1 hP first plAce- it S\•pported thf' construction o f the " Northern 
Bypass" and t he North/South expressway to connect lnterstate-78 to lnterstate-95. 

{d) The DVRPC mishandled the publication of the BCRTS, neglecting to take into account t he 
comments that the seven (7) participating municipalities made regarding the Draft BC/{TS 
and neglecting to give the municipalities an opportunity to discuss their comments at a 
RTPTF meeting. {See pages 84-871 Attachment Ill : 12/10/07 1etter from RRTS to Barry 
Seymour RE: Residents demand addendum to 10/07 Bucks Co. Regional Traffic Study Final 
Report.) 

(e) Due to pressure from the municipalities and RRTS, the DVRPC published an Addendum to 
the BCRTS In hard copy and on its websit e. In January 2008, RRTS downloaded the 
Addendum from the project website (see Attachment IX, 1/11/08 memorandum from Jerry 
Coyne to the Managers of the seven participating municipalities, SUBJECT: Addendum to 
the Bucks County Regional Traffic Study Final Report (October 2007)- Copies of 

Municipal/ Task Force Correspondence. This Attachment contains 86 pages.) 

Also, the DVRPC neglected to put its logo on the label of the CD-ROM titled "Bucks County 
Reqlonol Traffic Studv" . ll is alam1ing that Mr. Seymour declined RRTS's request that a 
replacement CD-ROM be issued that includes the Jonuarv 2008 Addendum ro Final Report 
and is properly labeled w1th the DVRPC's logo (see pages 91-92, Attachment Ill: 3/18/08 



letter from RRTS to Barry Seymour, Don Shanis, and Jerry Coyne SUBJECT: M r. Seymour's 
3/ S/08letter to RRTS Re: Bucks County Regional Traffic Study (BCRTS) Report Addendum). 
A picture of the CD-ROM label without the DVRPC logo can be found In Attachment X, along 
with Barry Seymour's 3/5/0Sietter to RRTS Re: BCRTS Report Addendum. 

RRTS Is currently unable to access the January 2008 Addendum to Final Report when doing a 
search on the DVRPC's website regarding the Bucks County Regional Traffic Study (BCRTS). 
We respectfully request that the DVRPC Public Affairs Department provide instruction as to 
how to access this addendum and accompanying BCRTS. 

• Attachment XI is a resolution that was approved at the 3/19/08 Lower Makefield Township 
Board of Supervisors meeting. The resolution Is titled "Resolution Regarding the Bucks County 
Regional Traffic Study Report (dated October 2007) and the January 2008 Addendum to the 
Report". The last sentence of t he resolution says, "BE IT fURTHER RESOLVED, that t he Lower 
Makefield Township Board of Supervisors opposes the BCRTS and the January 2008 Addendum 
to Final Report." 
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Engineers discuss phase two of Sto 
Improvement Project 
By Dan Perez Correspondent I Posted: Friday, March 30, 2012 12:00 am 

The second phase of the Stoopvllle Road Traffic Calming Project will Include $1.64 million In improvements, 
Including a new traffic signal at the busy Stoopville Road-Durham Road (Route 413) Intersection. 

The improvements were discussed by Newtown Township officials and engineers at a meeting Wednesday. 

The new plans outlined by the engineers Included the installation of the t raffic signal plus lane improvements 
on Durham Road and a wa_lldng path along Stoopvllle Road. 

Larry Young and Eric Kaufman of the engineering firm Gilmore and Associates Inc. showed detailed blueprints 
and maps and explained plans for the area during the specl~l meet1ng held at the Newtown Township building. 

Since this phase of the project is being funded by federal stimulus dollars, Penn DOT has to manage the 
projec~ with design Input from affected municipalities. 

The signalization at the Durham-Stoopvllle Intersection and the left-turn lane on the southbound approach on 
Durham Road heading onto Stoopville Road had some residents concerned. 

Le Sheppard, a Wrightstown resident who lives near the Intersection, said he has safety ;md quality of life 
concerns. 

"I'm urging PennDOT to look at the traffic Issue and the left-turn lane where there could be ·a nasty blind spot 
from traffic waiting to turn, • he said. "Penn DOT should reconsider the property owners being able to get In 
and out of our homes. This Is our property and the quality of life. • 

Supervisor Rob Ciervo said the board has heard residents say they have taken longer alternate routes around 
the Intersection because traffic was so bad ~t certain times of the day. 

•we've learned that 33 percent of traffic coming down Route 413 makes a left onto Stoopville Road and th~t·s 
what causes the congestion that makes this light necessary, • he said. "The board has also heard pleas from 
residents of other townships to do something about this matter. • 

The engineers also explained plans for a pedestrian walkway along Stoopville Road but said certain parts will 
be cut from the original plan. · 

"The section through the Rosefield Drive and Eagleton Farms neighborhoods will be eliminated because of 
numerous obstacles In the way like stone walls and several houses being too close to the path," Young said. 

The 5-foot-wlde path will start in Eagleton Farms and pass through the intersection of Creamery Road in 
Upper Makefield and the north side of Stoopville Road where the Village Market Dell is before continuing up 
Washington Crossing Road (Route 532) until reaching the Intersection of Hlghl~nd Road. 

There will be numerous crosswalks and curb ramps at Intersections along the walkway, Young said. 

Kaufman mentioned another intersection included In the project Is Dollngton Road and Route 532. 

"We're proposing a multi-way stop with three stop signs, • he said. "We're also planning on widening Highland 
Road where it meets Washington Crossing Road and putting in a 12-foot-wide right-turn lane to calm traffic. • 

Several residents were concerned about drainage throughout the project's proposed area. 

"Every time there is a heavy rain or snow, water freezes and creates a hazard along the road, • Newtown 
Township resident Carol Richardson said. "I hope t his will be addressed. • 

Supervisors from Wrightstown and Upper Makefield who had previously part1clpated In a joint meeting during 
which decisions were rnade about aspects of the tri-township project also attended Wednesday night's 
meeting. 

Ciervo said he was happy with the plans. 

lle're doing this to make the roads safer and more enjoyable, • he said. "We've had residents come to the 
,..odium at our meetings and ask us to do this. • 

http://www.phillyburbs.com/newsllocal/ courier time.<~ nl'lw~/.-nain,.,.••-tli•"""'-nh~•• .,,,_ 
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R.R.T.S. 
Residents for Regional Traffic Solutions, Inc. 

PO Box 285 
Newtown, PA 18940 

rrtsbuckspaS@gmall.com 

Draft DVRPC FY 2015 • 2018 Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) for Pennsylvania 

ORAL TESTIMONY Given on: June 26,2014 #of Pages: !0 . #of Exhibits: ...!:J_ 
RE: PROJECT NAMES: 

(1) Stoopville Rood Improvements - Phase 2 {MPMS# 88083) 

(2) Swamp Road/ Pennswood Road Bridge Over Branch af Nesham/ny Creek (MPMS# 64781) 

1 am Susan Herman, president of Residents for Regional Traffic Solutions, Inc., which is also know n as 

RRTS. RRTS is a regional citizens' gro"up with members from Lower Makefield, Upper Makefield, 

Newtown, Wrightstown, and Northampton Townships. The organizat ion represent s well in excess of 

9,000 residents. 

On March 28, 2012, Newtown Township officials held a specia l meeting to solidify a new plan for t he 

Stoopvil/e Rood Improvements- Phase 2 Project, essentially abandoning the original plan designed to 

address serious public safety issues along Stoopville Road in accordance with "Complete Streets" policy. 

The original plan included installation of a much needed Multi-Use Trail along the full length of 

Stoopvllle Road and mitigation of storm water management Issues along the full length of the road. 

(See Exhibit I, Advance of Bucks county article dated 4/S - 4/ 11/12, titled "Stoopville Road project 

enters phase two"). 

The new plan, which is the current FY2015 Stoopville Road Improvements -Phase 2 (MPMS# 88083}, 

misdirects funds to an intersection upgrade at Route 413 and Stoopville Road. This intersection 

expansion Is Inappropriate and not necessary. The new plan misses a serious safety problem w ith 

storm water management along the entire length of Stoopville Road. Stoopvil/e Road Improvements

Phose 2 {MPMSH 88083) should have addressed storm water management flooding problems and f unds 

should have been allocated to address safety issues along Stoopville Road before being allocated to 

upgrade and expand any intersections. 

The new plan calls for the UPGRADE and EXPANSION of an Intersection in neighboring Wrightstown 

Township. This expansionary project Is consistent with the "Northern Bypass" (now called an 

" Emerging/ Regional Corridor" by the DVRPC), an expressway that the DVRPC and certain politicians. 



continue to attempt to construct in bits and pieces. It Is both inappropriate and dangerous to construct 

this expressway In this heavily residentially developed area. 

The Multi-Use Trail that Newtown Township officials abandoned would have run the full-length of 

Stoopville Road and connected thousands of residents living in neighborhoods along this dangerous 

road. Stoopville Road is a Minor Collector Road comprised of a heavily developed residential 

community, with the potential for a minimum of several hundred additional homes, making the safety 

of residents and their children a major concern. Even with the benefits of traffic calming installed In 

Phose I o(the Stoopvi/le Rood Improvements Project. Stoopville Road continues to be a volatile public 

safety issue due to the high volume of truck traffic coming from the 4 Swamp Road quarries. Quarry 

truck traffic is compelled to push the speed limit, as drivers are paid by the load and the industry often 

promises on time deliveries. 

Residents are prisoners in their neighborhoods. It Is unconscionable that Newtown Township officials 

abandoned the "Complete Streets" goal of providing a safe way for residents to walk and bike to: each 

other's homes, two (2) churches located on Stoopville Road, a convenience store at Stoopville Road and 

Route 532, the future Bucks County Veterans Park at Route 532 and Highland Road, the Federal 

Veterans Cemetery on Highland Road, and the Lower Makefield Township trail system which leads to 

the Garden of Reflection 9·11 Memorial on Woodside Road and the Delaware Canal . 

Instead, the plan is now to upgrade and expand the intersection of Stoopville Road and Route 413 

(Durham Road) in neighboring Wrightstown Township. RRTS OPPOSES the expansion of this intersection 

as, per the DVRPC's 1988 Newtown Township Traffic Study, this upgrade is a critical part of 

construction of a major North/South expresswav that will connect 1-78 to 1·95. This North/ South 

expressway Is also known as the "Northern Bypass". This back door effort to construct the expressway 

In bits and pieces sells out the residents of Bucks County, who cherish the unique and priceless open 

space character that exists today. The expressway will create uncontrollable growth and building that 

will significantly change the character and quality of life in our region. 

RRTS opposes the Stoopville Rood Improvements- Phose 2 Project and WE IMPLORE THE REGIONAL 

TECHNICAL COMMITTEE AND DVRPC BOARD TO OPPOSE THIS EXPANSION PROJECT. 

In the DVRPC's published plan titled 1988 Newtown Township Traffic Studv. there will be two (2) 

southern ends of the expressway: one that runs along Stoopville and Lindenhurst Roads and one that 

runs along Swamp Road. 

• This map (Exhibit II) Is a map of the North/ South expressway that was discussed by a regional 
Traffic Advisory Committee back In the early 1990's. Meeting minutes document the discussions. 

• This map (Exhibit Ill) Is a map of the North/ South expressway that appeared in a March 2006 
Delaware Valley Regional Planning Commission (DVRPC) publication titled EXECUTIVE 
SUMMARY: LIMITING TRAFFIC CONGESTION AND ACHIEVING REGIONAL GOALS. The 
expressway runs along Route 611 to 1-95 and is referenced in lhe legend as an "Emerging/ 
Regional Corridor''. 
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• In the DVRPC's 1988 NewtownTownshipTraffir;; Studv, the "Northern Bypass Alternative" was 
studied. One end was along Stoopville Road and an extended Silver Lake Road on the East side 
of Newtown Borough. The other end was along Swamp Road on the West side of Newtown 
Borough. 

The following excerpts are from the section of the Study titled " Northern Bypass Alternative": 

(a) Page #61 (Exhibit IV) shows a map of the Northern Bypass Scenario projected for 
Year 2000. This map continues to be relevant today, as it is customary for the 
DVRPC to do 25-year Long Range Planning. The map shows the "Northern 
Bypass• as an upgraded Stoopville Road connected to an extended Upper Silver 
lake Road. Note the upgraded intersection at Stoopville Road and Route 413 I also 
known as Durham Road), 

(b) Page #62 states, ' It is further recommended that Buck Road, Swamp Road, and 
Durham Road be widened to 4 lanes ... • 

Note that in the not too distant past. PennDOT- working will! the DVRPC- tried to 
expand Swamp Road to accommodate the 4-lane plan. The community rejer;;ted this 
despite pressure from PeanDOTand it has, at least temoorarilv, been stopped. 

However, the current Swamp Road project MPMS# 64781 in the Draft FY 2015 
Pennsylvania TIP is a continuation of the project opposed by the community and is a 
subversive attempt to increase travel speeds on this road. 

For over SO years, the bridge has had two 11.5 foot lanes and served to slow traffic 

without incident of !'lead- on collision. The affect of slowing traffic is substantially 

safer than Increased travel speeds. History has shown that safety declines at higher 

traf fic speeds, especially in the vicinity of t he high concentration of young drivers 

that Bucks County Community Coliege provides. 

RRTS OPPOSES project MPMS# 64781 and WE IMPLORE THE REGIONAL 
TECHNICAL COMMITTEE AND DVRPC BOARD TO OPPOSE IT. 

· (c) Page #64 states, "Some of the benefits of the northern bypass scenario, in 
particular the diversion of gravel trucks, may be achieved with limited improvements 
to Stoopville Road." 

(d) Page #60 states, "level of service. on ... Durham Road [Route 413) will be a function 
of the signalized Intersections.· 

(e) Page #73 states, 



'Highway Improvement Program, 

Five Year Plan 

Durham Road/ Stoopville Road Tum Lane & Signalization• 

Note that these are the improvements being done in the current FY2015 
Stoopvll/e Road Improvements· Phase 2 (MPMS# 88083) 

In 2001, under the leadership of State Representative Dave Steil, there was a plan made to construct the 
"Northern Bypass" along Stoopvllle and an extended Silver Lake Road. The plan was stopped due to 
opposition from citizens. 

Today, because of development impacts, the •Northern Bypass" would have to be constructed along 
Stoopville and Lindenhurst Roads. 

In 2007/2008, residents successfully opposed the roundabout that Dave Stell, Representative Scott Petri, 
and the DVRPC advocated for at the intersection of Stoopville and Washington Crossing Roads, as it 
would have realigned Stoopville Road to facilitate construction of a future expressway.· The dead give
away that the roundabout was a key component of the " Northern Bypass" can be found in a May 12, 
2008 Bucks County Courier Times Guest Opinion written by Dave Slell and Jay Roth Ill, an engineer 
consultant for the OVRPC's Bucks County Regional Traffic Studv. In the Guest Opinion, tiUed 'Don't sooff 
at better, modern roundabouts', Mr. Steil recommended the roundabout because of "the unique 
geometric and traffic conditions in an area poised for growth and change." 

Mr. Steil's view was consistent with a previous statement he made In a June 2002 letter to the president 
of RRTS in whicll he stated, "I would disagree with your characterization of Stoopville Road as a 
' residential route' and a later reference as it being a 'minor residential collector road'. It is neither of 
those. It is a state highway. It IS clearly an arterial route, routing traffic flows over four municipalities. 
Again, that is my opinion. • 

Residents want to preserve the unique and priceless open space character of Bucks County and hope 
that the safety of our families is the highest priority of the Regional Technical Committee (RTC) and 
OVRPC Board. We Implore the RTC and DVRPC Board to oppose these two projects In the Draft 

FY 2015-2018 Pennsylvania TIP: (1) Stoopvil/e Road Improvements- Phase 2 (MPMS# 88083) and 

(2) Swamp Road/ Pennswood Road Bridge Over Branch a/ Neshamlny Creek (MPMS# 64781). 

• see DVRPC's Bucks Countv Regional Traffic Study fBCBTSI. Note that the DVRPC erred and did not put 

its logo on the CD·ROM distributed for the BCRTS. It also neglected to reissue the CD-ROM so that it 

included the January 2008 Addendum to Final Report that was distributed in hard copy to Stakeholders. 

Despite RRTS's written plea that the CO-ROM be revised to (a) include the January 2008 Addendum and 

(b) include the DVRPC logo, the DVRPC "declined our request". 
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E X E c u T v 

t'J DelAWARE VAI.llY REGIONAl 

• WH AT IS A CMP7 

A CMP Is a systematic process for managing 

congu:tlon that provides information on 

transportation system 

perforrnanco. It I'WCDitU11<InCh 

a range of strategies to minimize congestion and enhance the 

include, but are not limited to, operational improvements, 

t ravel demand management. policy approaches, and additions 

to capacity. Tho CMP advances the goals of tho DVRI'C long 

Range Plan and strengthens the connection between the Plan 

and the Transportation Improvement Program (TIP). 

The CMP.as Included In currentfederal transportation 

regulations, enhanc•s the existing concept of a Congestion 

Management System (CMS) with emphasis on being an 

ongoing cycle and other refinements. It Identifies congested 

co rridors and multi modal strategies to mitigate th" congestion. 

Where more slngle-a<cupancy vehicle capacity is appropriate, 

the CMP Includes supplemental strategies to reduce travel 

demand and get the most value from the Investment. 

It•· -.pletes It$ cycle evaluating the ..tf<tctlveness of 

tra ••• ,.ortation improvements, coordinating with other 

planning processes, and providing updated analysis o f the 

performance of tho transportation system as it goes 

back around. /b /.3 'J 'l 

E 

--
s u M M 

'·t:IMITlNG TRAFFIC 

CONGESTION AND ACHIEVING 

REGIONAL GOALS flf:'ij:) 

• HOW DOES THE CMP HELP 
THE DELAWARE VAL LEY? 

The CMP Improves connections in transportation planning that 

will help with transportation connections in the real world. 

The benefits of an ongoing CMP lnduda: 

.. More focused use of limited federal transportation funds where 

they can do the most to help the region meet its goals 

• Enhanced use of each mode of transportation for what it does 

well~ improved connections. among modes, and between 

transportation, land use, economic development, and 

environmental planning 

• Ways of encouraging a wide range of stakeholder.; to 

participate and coordinate including data, guidance on helping 

projectS conform to the CMP, prtorhy for conforming projects in 

the TIP and LRP update processes. help keeping track of 

progress, and opportunity for stakeholders' stud!~ to be more 

widely used 

• A program for regular monitoring and evaluation of system 

performance 

• Technical resources useful for a filnge of projects, such a~ 

k 
o~goin.g analysis of the effectiveness of strat~~les / ).; • .• 

• CMP is required by federal regulation l: 
i-1~14 
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TO: 

R.R.TJS. 

fttf~F JTC 
(;~q ffl3€_ cM&!Yn.fV)!J 

Residents for Regional Traffic Solutions, Inc. 
PO Box285 

Newtown, PA 18940 
RRTSbuckspaS@aol.com 

S1ate Representative David Steil and State R.epresentatlve Scott Petri 
Assemblymen: 31" and 178"' Districts, respectively 

CHAIRMEN, Regional Traffic Planning Task Force 

Non-Chair members of the Regional Traffic Planning Task Force (RTPTF)* 

FROM: Sue Herman 
President; Residents for Regional Traffic Solutions, Inc. (RRTS) 

July 29, 2008 

RE: Presentation of inv entories of RRTS leflers to the RTPTF at the 7/29/08 RTPTF 
meeting 

Dear Representative Steil, Representative Petri, and Non-Chair Members of the RTPTF, 

Tonight we submit this 189-page document and accompanying CO-ROM to the Regional Traffic 
Planning Task Force (RTPTF) and ask that it become part of the minutes for this meeting and 

~ part of the public record tor this meeting. 

.. 

ATTACHMENT I of this document Is an Inventory ot letters sent by RRTS to the RTPTF (or to 
State Representatives Stell and Petri) between June 17, 2004 {the first meeting of the RTPTF) 
and the present. With few - if any - exceptions, these letters were sent via Certified Mail Return 
Receipt to State Representatives Stell and Petri. Should any of these letters be omitted from the 
comprehensive CO-ROM's that Representative Steil is preparing for the RTPTF, we would be 
happy to provide you with a copy of them in their entirety. 

ATTACHMENT II of this document is an inventory of other relevant RRTS letters/ testimony 
regarding regional traffic. We would also be happy to provide you with any of these documents in 
their entirety. 

'Regional Traffic Planning Task Force: Chainnen :State Rep. David Steil, State Rep. Scott Petri Non
Chair Membeno effective 1/08: Vincent Dean & James Cunningharn/Nort11ampton Twp, Dan Rattigan & 
Bob WesVUpper Makefield Twp. Gerard O'Malley &Mike Sellers/ Newtown Borough, Joe Hunter & Katherine 
Cadwallader/Yardley Borough, Jerry Schenkman & Mike Gallagher/Newtown Twp, Jane MagneJWrightstown 
Twp, Ron Smith & Greg Caiola/lower Makefield Twp. 

Co: VA Under Secretary for Memori•l AlTa irs. Willi•m Tuerk • • 
Don Froley. Bucks County Director ofVete.-ans Affairs•• 
Canninc Fistina, Safely Engineer, Federal Hig)rway Administlalion 

).0/.311 



---- ---- - -- - ---- - - - ---· 

Pat &audet, Chair, Siem1 Club South=! PA Chapter 
Senator Arlen Specter 
Senator Robert Casey, Jr. 
U.S.Congre.ssman Patrick Murphy' • 
Governor Ed Rendell" 
State Senator Charles Mcllhinney, Jr. 
Slalc Senator Tommy Tomlinson 
Allen Biehler, Seaetary ofTransporuuion 

-----------------------------

State Trnnsponation Commission c/o Honorable Allen Biehler'' 
Richard Hogg, Deputy Secretary for Highway Administntion" 
Bill Lauba<:h; PcnnDOT, Bumw of Highway Safi:ty and Traffic Engineering 
Les Toaso; Dismct E.xecutive, l'ennD01" Di!ririct 6 ~ · 
DVRPC Board; c/o chair .. 
Bany Seymour, Executive Director/ DVRPC•• 
Don Shan is, Deputy Executive Dir.,;torl DVRPC 
Jerry Coyne, DVRPC 
Regional Transporiation Committee; cJo chair 
Regional Citizens Committee; elo Warren Strumpfer, chair 
Sla1e Representative David StcO, Re&ionol Traffic Planning Task Force Co-Chair"' 
State Representative Scott Pelri, Regional Traffic Planning Task Force Co-Chair" 
James Cawley, Bucks County Commissioner 
Charles Martin, Bucks County Comrrussioner 
Diane Morsegli., Bucks County Commissioner 
Lynn Bush, Executive Director, Bucks County Planning Commission 

Non-Chair members of the Regional Tra ffic Planning Talk Force: Vincent Deon & James 
Cunningham/Northampton Twp, Dan Rattigan & Bob WCliWppor Makefield Twp, Gcratd'O'Malley /It Mike Sellers/ 
J'lewtown Borough, Joe Hunter & Katherine CadwolladcrNardley Borough, Jerry Schctakman & Mike 
Gallagher/Newtown Twp, Jane Magne/Wrightstown Twp, Ron Smith & Greg C~iot31Lowcr Makefield Twp. 

Southeastern Bucks League ofMunicipolitics: clo Steve SantaNiero, chair •• 
Lower Makefield Township Board ofSupcrvisors 
Upper Makefield Township BoiUd of SuperVisors 
Newtown Township Boanl ofSupcrvisol'1! 
Wrightstown Township Board of Supervisors 
Northampton Township Board of Supervisors 
Yatdley Borough Council 
Newtown Borough Council 
Council Roe,k School Board Prcsidcn~ Richard Abramson .. 
Council Rock School Superintendent, Mork Klein•• 
Pennabury School Board President, Oreg Lueidi" 
Pcnnsbury Scllool CEO, Paul Long" 
Lower Makefield Township Citizens Traffic Commission: c/o Gary Gilman, chair 
Associated Press 
Bucks County Courier Times and lntclligenecr 
Newtown Advance 
Yardley News 
Philadelphia lnquin:r 
T n:nton Times 
Trcntoaian 
Bristol Pilot 
CBS.KYW3 
Channd6 
ChannellO 
fox J'lcw 
Cone<:med RCliident.S of Newtown (m>SS e-mail) 
R.R. T.S. Membership (mass e-mail) 

• • Astcrisked individuals m:ci vcd lhc cover letu:r, At!Jichmcnl• t & II, and Exhibils referenced in Attachments I & II. 
All others received the cover letter and Att2chmenlS I k JJ only. 
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ATTACHMENT I 
(~c.. I,., II) 

Inventory of letters sent by RRTS to the RTPTF 

Letter description 

View cover 
letter on pg. # 
below 

Exhibit/ : 

Exhlblt~: 

Exhibit 3: 

Exhibit£/: 

7/20/04 letter from RRTS to State Representative David Steil 
and lower Makefield Township Supervisor Steve Santarsiero 
(3 pages total) 
RE: Regional Traffic Planning Task Force/ Southeastern 
Bucks League of Municipalities; Request for separate // 
meeting dates and fonnal minutes ... ....... ..... .... ................... ..... ..... . . 

7122104 letter from RRTS to Gary Hoffman, Deputy Secretary for 
Highway Administration, RE: Regional Traffic Planning Task Force 
(3 pages total) ......... ...... ......... ...................... ....................... .. · .... .. .... J #{ 
9/29/04 letter from RRTS to State Representative David Steil 
(17 pages total) 
RE: Request to include 17-page document as part ofthe public 

~~~~~::c~~. ~~~.~~~.~. ~~~~~~.~ .. ~~. ~~~ ·R·~~~~~.~~ .~r~.~.~ .~~~.~~~~~ ......... /6 
11/12104letterfrom RRTS to State Representative David Steil 
(2· page cover Jetter plus 17- page Attachment 9129104 Letter 
from RRTS to State Rep. David Steil 
RE: Request to include 17- page document as part of the public record 
at the 9129104 meeting of the Regional Traffic Planning Task Force) 

=:~~~~~~;~!:c5;1~~n~~g~~:k ~;~cee~.~~~~~.~~.~~~.~~.~~.~f.~~.~ ............ J 1 
Exhibit.): 11/18/04 letter from RRTS to State Representative David Steil 

(2 pages total) 

Exhibltb : 

RE: Request to show CD-ROM at the 11/29/04 meeting of the / q 
Regional Traffic Planning Task Force ................................... .... ...... . 

12124/04 letter from RRTS to Bill Laubach, PENN DOT Bureau 
of Highway Safety and Traffic Engineering (7 page cover letter plus Exhibits) 
RE: Draft Scope of Work for the Bucks County Regional Traffic 
study: Comments submitted by Residents for Regional Traffic ;L/ 
Solutions, Inc ................................................... .. ................ ..... .... .. 

Exhibit 1 : 3/4/05 letter from RRTS to Billlaubach, PennDOT Bureau of 
Highway Safety & Traffic Engineering (6 pages total) 
RE: Comment Submission by RRTS 

Scope of Worlc: Bucks County Regional Traffic Study ).. 'I 
(dated 2128105) ... .................. ........................ ... ..... . 

6/2/05 Letter from RRTS to John Coscia, DVRPC Executive Director, 
(2 page cover letter plus Exhibits) 
RE: 3117105 Scope of Work for the Bucks County Regional 
Traffic Study: Comments and studies submitted to PennDOT Harrisburg BO 
by R..R..T.S. during the comment period for the Draft Scope of Worlc ......... 
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Exhibit/0= 

Exhibit// : 

Exhibit/~: 

Exhibit/3 : 

Exhibit/1 : 

Exhibit/5: 

Exhibit/' : 

Elchibit) 7 : 

Exhibitff: 

Exhibitf1 : 

1131106 l etter from RRTS to State Representatives Stell & Petri 
(7 pages total) :2 
RE: Regional Traffic Planning Task Force meeting of 1130106 ....... ...... ~"-· .. 

5101106 letter from RRTS to Don Shanis (2 pages total) 
RE: Stone by rail from WrlghtstOWJI Area quarries 
Interest of 9,000 voters in the affected Area- reachable 3l. 
by RRTS ...... ................. . ... .. ; ........ :: .. :; .... ~ ........ ............................. .. 

5/31/06 l etter from RRTS to Jane Magne and Robert Uoyd, 
Wrightstown Township Supervisors (10 pages total) 
RE: Pogonowskiletter of 5111106in response to Herman Letter ?// 
of 5/01106 Stone by rail from Wrightstown Area quarries ......... ................ .. 

9101106 letter from RRTS to Newtown Twp. Board of Supervisors 
& Wrightstown Twp. Board of Supervisors (2 pages total) 
RE: Concem regarding traffic impacts of the Veterans' Li[ 
Cemetery on Lindenhurst and Stoopville Roads ...... ... ............ ......... .. .'1. . .. 

10/30/06 letter from RRTS to State Representatives Steil & Petri 
(39.pages total plus 79- page Exhibit V) . tj 3 
RE. 8eglohal Trafflc-fl!IJlO!~!rJ"ask.fo!];a !ftl!&tlng o! 10/30106 .......... . 

11102/06 letter from RRTS to Vicki Haug (1 page total) ''1 
RE: Regional Traffic Planning Task Force meeting of 10/30106 ...... ..... 'T 

1/29/07 letter from RRTS to State Representatives Steil & Petri, 
Jerry Coyne, and Bill Laubach (12 pages total) 5 () 
RE: Timing of the lights on the Newtown Bypass ........................... ...... .. . 

3130107 l etter from RRTS to lower Makefield Township (LMT) 
Board of Supervisors and LMT Citizens Traffic Commission (35 pages 
total) 
RE: Request y our attendance at the Delaware Valley Regional 
Planning Commission (DVRPC) Public Open House f or the t" .8 
Bucks County Regional Traffic Study (BCRTS) ........... .................. .. .. ... OJ: 

4126107 Letter from RRTS to Jerry Coyne (37 pages total plus 
a 13-minute long CO-ROM titled BYpassing the Bypass, 
CBS/ KYW 3 Newscast-a/red on 615103. and Tfllck Danger on 
Worthington Mill Rosell 

~;:;u~~~R~rs~~~:!~~~ho~ ~~~:;~~~.~.~~~.'.~.~~~ .~.~~~ ............ .... £ 7 

r 
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Letter description 

View cover 
letter on pg. # 

below 
, ~f t 

Exhibit, 

Exhlblt.;;t{: 
> 

Exhibit#l.Ol, 

Exhibit)& 

Exhibit )..+/ 

Exhibit JS 

Exhibit~/, 

Exhibit J.f 

Exhibit)$ 

5121 /07 Letter from RRTS to Lower Makefield Township Citizens 
Traffic Commission (3 pages total) _5'i 
RE: Traffic Safety Concerns on Lindenhurst RD & Stoopvllle RD ........... 9 

5/30/07 Letter from RRTS to State Reps. Steil & Petri, Non-Chair 
Members of the Regional Traffic Planning Task Force. and Jerry 
Coyne (34 pages total) 
RE: Reiterate Necessity for Traffic Calming on Lindenhurst/ 

~~~r:~~.~.~. ~~~.~-~:. ~~-~~~~-~ . ~~-~-i.o~~-~- ~r~~~--~~~~-n~~~.:.a~~ .. ~~~~~- ..... ... ·"-A 
9/19/07 Letter from RRTS to Jerry Coyne (26 pages total) 
RE: Bucks County Regional Traffic Study- June 2007 Draft 
Submission of Concerns I Recommendations for Changes ... ............ ... ~$ .. 
9/26/07 letter from RRTS to Upper Makefield Twp. Planning 
Commission Members (2 pages total) 
RE: HOUSING DEVELOPMENTS ASSOCIATED WITH THE VETERANS 
CEMETERY DEAL; Request to limit &f>IH'd on Stoopville RD where f!O 
substandard distance exists between access points .......................... .... ...... .. .... .. . 

10/1 1/07 Letter from RRTS to State Representatives Stell & Petri 
(6 pages total) 
RE: Res idents' outrage that the 5/30/07 Regional Traffic Planning 
Task Force meeting minutes are not accurate .............. .... ........... ... .... 3~ 

12/1 0/07 Letter from RRTS to Barry Seymour (65 pages total) 

~;;:~!c:;:~~:7~~::~~~~-~-~~ -~~ -~~:.~.~-~~~-~~ -~~-. ~~~~~~-~~-........... B.d.. 
0211 1/08 Letter from RRTS to Barry Seymour (10 pages total) 
RE: 10107 Bucks County Rflqlom11 Tntfflc Study Final Report (BCRTS) 

Reiterate the need for a replacement CD-ROM that: 
1 ) .. . Includes the 1108 Addendum to Final Report 
2) ... 1s properly labeled so that it is clear that the DYRPC go 

performed the BCRTS for the Regional Traffic Planning Task Force ... .. V..O.. 

3/18/08 Letter from RRTS to Barry Seymour, Don Shanis & 
Jerry Coyne (54 pages total); 
SUBJECT: Mr. Seymour's 3/5/08 letter to RRTS 

==~:~c:~d~~~~% ~~-g.i~~~-~. ~~~~~- .:~.~~~ .. <-~-~~~~~ ............... _tjJ 

3/26/08 Letter from RRTS to Greg Caiola & Ron Smith (40 pages total) 
RE: Draft Minutes for the 10/29/07 Regional Traffic Planning Task 
Force (RTPTF) Meeting; Request that at the 3/31/08 RTPTF meeting, 
you ask the RTPTF NOT TO APPROVE the inaccurate statement in 
comment #4 ........................... ..... . ... ... ... .. ....... ........... . .................. ... .,q.,3 
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continued 

Letter description 

VIew cover 
letter on pg. # 

below 

Exhibit J.~ 

Exhibit J() 

Ex.hibit 3/ 

Exhibit.3J. 

Exhibit .33 

3126108 Letter from RRTS to State Representatives Stell & Petri, 
Non- Chair members of the Resional Traffic Planning Task Force, 
Barry Seymour, Don Shanis, and Jerry Coyne (34 pages total) 
RE: 1) Bucks County Regional Traffic Study Report dated 10/07 

2) January 2008 Addendum to the Bucks County Regional 
0 Traffic Study Report dated 10/07 ...... ..... ... ......... .......... ..... ..... 'J 

412108 Letter from RRTS to Lower Makefield Township Board of 
Supervisors (127 pages total) 
RE: RRTS Requests Regarding the Bucks County Regional Traffic /O / 
Study ........................................................................... ............... .. . 

7/29/08 Letter from RRTS to State Reps. Steil & Petri and Non-chair 
Members of the Regional Traffic Planning Task Force tlS!J.... pages
total) 

RE: ::::~~~~~ c;:~~~;n::~~~n~f-~~~~-~~-~~~ -~~- ~~~ -~~~~~ ........... Jfl.S 
7/29/08 Letter from RRTS to State Reps. Steil & Pe:@· nd No hair 
Members of the Regional Traffic Planning Task Fo ( i" p ges 
total) 
RE: Request that the RTPTF refrain from supporting actions that 

will lead to c.onstructlon of four-lane highways and be 1 
antithetical to traffic calming ............................. . ... .. ................ /0.. .. 

R.R.T.S.'s Bypassing the Bypass CD-ROM which was shown to the RTPTF 
and hand delivered to Rep. Dave Steil on numerous occasions where delivery 
was documented. The CD-ROM consists of three videos titled Bveassing the 
Bypass, CBS! KYW3 Newscast- 6/5103 and Truck Danger on Worthington Mill 
Road. 

('--
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ATTACHMENT II 
l{J~I"If) 

Inventory of other relevant RRTS letters/ testimony regarding 
regional traffic 

Letter description 

View cover 
letter on pg. # 
below 

Exhibit j'/ 11/21/01 Letter from D. Richard Tonge; Treasurer, Newtown 
Grant Homeowners Association to Susanne McKeon, Chairperson 
of the Subcommittee for the TIP Update, BCPC (4 page.s total) 

-1! p _j.., ~~~~~~h~~~~o~a~~~~~t~~~~~-~t-~~~~~~-;-~~~~~-i~~~ ... .... . ......... JJI 

(If' '2-

Exhibit 3~ 10/16/02 Letter from RRTS to Honorable Charles Martin regarding 
The Closed Loop Traffic Signal Optimization Program Work Program /:3 
Project and the Newtown Bypass (2 pages total) ... ...... .. . ... ............ . ... .... . .J. .. . 

Exhibit.36 2/27/03 Letter from RRTS to Marcy Conti (10 pages total) 
RE: Traffic Danger on Lindenhurst, Stoopvllle, & Worthington 

Exhibit37 

Exhibit3~ 

Exhibit 3' 
Exhibit t.fo 

~:~r~~~::na~~n~~;w,:~r~;!~~~~~ .:.~:.~. ~.~~~~~. ~~~: ......................... .I /L/ 
3/13103 Letter from RRTS to Representative Dave Steil regarding 
The Closed l:.oop Traffic Signal Optimization Program Work Program 
Project and the Newtown Bypass (4 pages total) ..................................... /1/tJ 
6/02103 Letter from RRTS to Lower Makefield Twp. Board of 

~~~:;;~S!:;,a~=~~~1lgreement ...... .. ............... . .. . .. .. .. ... ..... . .... ..... ..1! 'l. 
6/11/03 Letter from RRTS to Newtown Twp. Board of Supervisors 

(3 pages total) • . . . 119 
RE: Mclaughhn SubdiVISIOn ..... . ..................... ...... ............ ......... .. . ........ . 

7/23103 Letter from RRTS to Lower Makefield Twp. Board of 
Supervisors (3 pages total) 
RE: July 21, 2003 Public Comments; 2003 LMT Comprehensive ~ 
Master Plan Update ................................... . .... ... ..................... ~ ....... ./ .. .. 

Exhibit l/J 8/27103 Letter from RRTS to Newtown Twp. Board of Supervisors 

~e~~~~~ t~~2ks County TIP, Stoopville Road ........................... ..... .... .... JJ..1. 
Exhibit 'b. 9/15/03 Letter from RRTS to Lower Makefield Twp. Board of 

Supervisors (4 pages total) 
Re: Bucks County TIP Projects: 

(1) Implementation of Traffic Calming Measures on lindenhurst RD 
(2) Stoopville RD Rehabilitation Project... .. . ............ ..................... ... JJ.. 1 

Exhibit 13 9/17/03 Letter from RRTS to Richard Brahler, Senior TransPortation 

~~:~~~63B~~~-;~u;~~~~~~:l .. ~.~.~~:~.~~~~ -~~.:.~.~~~- ~~~~~~ ...................... .4. ~I. 

· .. · :: ~ -/)~ 11 IK''1 
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Letter description 

Exhibit lJi{ 9/30/03 Letter from RRTS to Lower Makefield Twp. Board of 
Supervisors (2 pages total) 

View cover 
letter on pg. # 

below 

RE: Draft of Lower Makefield Township Comprehensive Master Plan 
Update, 2003 ......... ......... ....... .. ... .................................................... ~---

Exhibit i{~ 10/9/03 RRTS Oral Testimony given and submitted In writing 
at the Bucks County Transportation Improvement Program 
Public Meeting (11 pages total) 
Project Name(s):(1) Lindenhurst Road Traffic Calming 

2) Stoopvilfe RO/ Worthington Mill RD J !Jt/ 
Tra~c Calming ......... .......................................... . 

Exhibit'/ b 10/9/03 RRTS Written Testimony Submission at the Bucks County 
Transportation Improvement Program Public Meeting (34 pages total) 
Project Names: (1) Lindenhurst Road Traffic Calming 

(subml~ by l ower Makefield as the #1 priority 
and by RRTS) 

2) Stoopville RD/ Worthington Mill RD 
Traffic Calming . .3 '1 
(submitled by RRTS) ............ ................................. . /.. .. . 

Exhibit 'f'/1019/03 0 . Richard Tonge Oral Testimony given and submitted in writing 
at the Bucks County Transportation Improvement Program 
Public Meeting (3 pages tota~ , 1 

.• • ... §ubj~~~"!l!wtown T!_)Jina~lp_TJP- ~O?py.!!Jq ij~~--~ell_,b!~it,}llon ... , .... )':'1/ 

Exhibit 1/8 10/14/03 Letter from RRTS to Anita Everhard, Executive Secretary 
For the State Transportation Commission (5 pages total) 
RE: Project Namea:(1) Lindenhurst Road Traffic Calming 

(Bucks County TIP application submitted by 
lower Makefield Township as the lt1 priority 
and by RRTS) 

(2) Stoopville RD/ Worthington Mill RO 
Traffic Calming 

c:~':T';)~-~-~-~~-~~~~1.1.~~~-~-~-~~-~~~~---·· --· ·--·· ····.lt/..1 
Exhibit l{f 10121/03 Letter from RRTS to Lynn Bush and Charles Mcllhfnney 

(Solicitor, Bucks County Planning Commission Board) - 1 page total 
RE: Project Names:(1) Lindenhurst Road Traffic Calming 

(Bucks Count'y TIP application aubmftted by 
Lower Makefield Township as the #1 priority 
and by RRTS) 

(2) Stoopville RD/ Worthington Mill RD 
Traffic Calming 

(~:~'::T~~-~~-~-~-~- ~~~-~-i~.~-~~-~-~-b~~~-~---· ............ .1.'1$. 

r 
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ATTACHMENT II continued 
{p~./t>f'l 

Letter description 

View cov er 
letter on pg. # 

below 

Exhibit ~f) 10121/03 L,etter from RRTS to Robert Grunmeier (Bucks County Planning 
Commission Board Chair) and BCPC Board members Suzanne McKeon and 
Darrin Hoffman - 2 pages total 
RE: Project Names:(1) Lindenhurst Road Traffic Calming 

(Bucks County TIP application submitted by 
Lower Makefield Township as the #1 priority 
and by RRTS) 

(2) Stoopville RO/ Worthington Mill RO 
Traffic Calming 

~~:~~;):.~.'-~-~~-~ -~~~~-~-~~~-~-~-~~~-~~~~d .............. ./~h 
Exhibit 5' / 2106/04 Letter from RRTS to State Representative Steil 

RE: Regional Traffic Problems 
• Request to reject the Stoopville RD Rehabilitation 

Project 

NEAR MISSES/ ROAD RAGE caused by the fJ/f( 
mismanagement of minor residential collector roads ...... .. ....... L .. . 

• 

Exhibit 5~ 4/23/04 Letter from RRTS to State Representative Stell and Gary 
Hoffman (Deputy Secretary for Highway Administration)- 26 pages 
total 
RE: Written Comment Submission for the Regional Traffic IS. 
Meoting held at Bucks County Community College on 4/22/04 .................. ~ 

Exhiblt5".3 4/28/04 Letter from RRTS to State Representative Steil and Gary 
Hoffman (Deputy Secretary for Highway Administration)- 1 page 
total 
RE: Written Comment Submission for the Regional Traffic 
Meeting held at Bucks County Community College on 4122104... .... .. . /6 0 

Exhibit Sf 06/03/04 RRTS Oral Testimony given and submitted In wrjtlng 
for tl'le Draft DVRPC FY 2005 Transportation Improvement Program 
( 16 pages total) 
Project Name: Stoopville Road Rehabilitation (FY 2005 TIP 
project submitted by Newtown Township) .................................. . 

Exhibit 5t£ 06/03/04 RRTS Written Testimony for the Draft DVRPC FY 2005 
Transportation Improvement Program (TIP), submitted to tl'le Delaware 
Valley Regional Planning Commission (67 pages total) 
Project Name: Stoopvil/e Road Rehabilitation (FY 2005 TIP 
project submitted by Newtown Township) ................................. .. 

1~1 

ExhibitS~ 8118/05 RRTS Oral Testimony at the State Transportation Commission 
Public Hearing- 2007 Transportation Program (24 pages total) 

1t.P ':? Project Name: Stoopvllle Road Rehabilitation ...................................... /.h 1 
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Letter description 

View cover 
fetter on pg. # 

below 

Exhibit 51 9122105 RRTS State Transportation Commission Written Testimony 
Submission (66 pages total) 
Project Name: Stoopvfl/e Road Rehabilitation 
(FY2007 TIP Project submitted by Newtown Twp.) .........•..•... ...................... ./.7;1-

Exhibit 58 9/23/05 Letter from RRTS to Lynn Bush (3 pages total} 7. 
RE: Bucks County Transportation Improvement Program (BCTlP) ...... I. ... ~ .. 

Exhibit!)~ 10/20/05 RRTS Oral Testimony given at the Bucks County Planning 
Commission Public Meeting - FY2007 Transportation 
Improvement Program. Hard copy submitted to the Bucks County 
Planning Commission (41 pages total} 7 q 
Project Name: Stoopvfl/e Road Rehabll/tatlon ............................... .l. 

Exhibit ~/) 10/20/05 RRTS Written Testimony for the Transportation 
Improvement Program (TIP), submitted to the Bucks County 

Exhibit,, 

Planning Commission (79 pages total) /8 ~ 
Project Name: Stoopvil/e Road Rehabilitation ................................. .. 

10/24/05 Letter from RRTS to Lynn Bush (1 page plus 11 
copies of RRTS's oral testimony to be distributed to Bucks County 
Planning Commission Board members) · 
RE: Oral and written testimony opposing the Stoopvfl/e RD 
Rehabilitation Project offered at the 10/20/05 Bucks County 9 
Planning Commission TIP public meetlng ............ .... ...... .............. JP.. 'f 
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R.R.T.S. 
Residents for Regional Traffic Solutions, Inc. 

State Representative David Steil 

PO Box285 . 
Newtown, PA 18940 

RRTSbuckspa@aol.com 

Chainnan, Regional Traffic l'lannine T93k Foru 
2 North State Street 
Newtown, PA 18940 

Mr. Steve Santarsiero 
Chairman, Southeastern Bucks Leseuc of Municipalities/ 
Lower Makefield Township Supervisor 
1100 Edgewood Road 
Yardley, PA 19067 

July 20, 2004 

RE: Regional Traffic Planning TIUkFon:e/ Southeastern Bucks League of Municipalities; 
Request for uparate meeting dates and forms! minutes 

Dear Representative Steil and Mr. Santarsiero, 

1 am writing you as president of a regional citizens' group rc:preseoting well in excess of 8,000 
residents from five townships. We respectfully ask tl1llt you respond to the following requests in 
writing by July 28, 2004. 

REQUEST TO SCHEDULE YOUR REGIONAL MEETINGS ON SEPARATE DATES 

Our members arc extremely interested in regularly attending the regional meetings each of you 
CUITent!y chair. Unfortunately, Representative Steil, you chose to schedule this molllh's task 
rm.CC meeting on lhe same date as the Southeastern Bucks League of Municipalities meeting that 
had already been set, despite my mentioning the conflict when you wac· setting your meeting 
schedule at the first task force meeting. As a result, residents. C3ll only attend one of lhe meetings. 
While it may not seem important to yon, Representative Steil, tl1llt residents be afforded the 
opportunity to attend both m.eetings, I can assure yon tl1llt it is important to residents. 

We are formally requestine that each of you communicate reeardine your regional meeting 
schedules and schedule your meetines on separate d&Us. 

REQUEST IBAT FORMAL MEETING MINliTES BE TAKEN AT THESE REGIONAL 
MEETINGS 

We are also requesting that formal meeting minutes be taken at any and all meetings of 
these regional groups. 

The Soulheastem Bucks League of Municipalities bas agreed that minuto-talcing will be the 
responsibility of the hosting township/borough as the meetings rotate from one to the next. . . ., 



- --·-- . - ---
Representative Steil, wo were shocked by your statement at the first taslt force meeting that, 
"Decisions are importanL Haw we got there, not important Decisioru we make are important 
and I will documenl these. " Despite RRTS 's objections and recommendation that minute-talcing 
be rotated between townships/boroughs, you stuck by your decision that no minutes would be 
taken. lnc:tedulously, none. of the elected officials participating on the task force opposed your 
decision! 

While technically you arc not required by law to take minutes in this foram, it is not in the 
region.' s best interest that there be no formal minutes. In. the absence of minutes, the governing 
bodies who will review the taslt force's recommendations for approval, will have no choice but to 
"rubber stamp" the recommendations. Likewise, residents will be kept in the dmk. What do you 
have to hide? 

Given the nature of the agenda for the 7/29/04 meeting, we implore you to have formal minute
taking commence on this date. As per your 7/15/04 letter, "Representatives ofseveral quarries 
will attend and, thel'efore, oUJ> en lin agenda will be devoted to information gathering regarding 
quarry operattoru and their Impact on our roadways. This will be vito/ ba.fic informacion 
necessary for u:t to begin a revfe\11 of traffic patterns and routes in our next meeting. The format 
will be entin;ly question and answer. " 

Again, we respectfully ask that each of you respond in writing by 7/28104. In the int=t of time, 
I will fax this letter to your respective offi.ces this afternoon. 1 would apprec:iate if you would 
send your responses to the above mailing address, as well as, fax me at 215 504-0757. 

Thank you for your consideration. 

CC: Unites States Congressman, James Greenwood 
Governor Ed Rendell 
Sectelaiy ofTrmsportation, Allen Biehler 
State Transportation Commission 
Deputy Scaelaiy of Highway Administration, Gary Hoffinan 
State Senator, Joe COnti 
StatcSenator, TommyTomlinson 
State Representative, Scott Petri 
.Bnclcs County Commissioner, Charles Martin 
Buclcs County Commissioner, Michael Fitzpatrick; Esquire 
Buclcs County Commissioner, Sandra Miller 
&~c Dircctor/DVRPC, Jolm Coscia 
DVRPCBoard 
Lynn .Bush, Executive Director, Bucks County Planning Commission 
Andrew WaJmJ, PENNDOT District Administrator 
Regional Transportation Commi~ --(' 



Regional Citizens Committee 
Members of the Regional Traffic Planning Task Force 
Members of the Southeastem Bucks League ofMtmicipal.itics 
CoUDcil Rock School Board President, Susan Viccdomini 
Council Rock School SupcrinteDdmt, Timothy Kirby 
PCIIIISinuy School Board Prcsidcat, Linda Palsky 
Peunsbury School Superintendent. Ralph Nuzzolo 
RRTS Membership (mass e-mail) 
CBS KYW Channel 3 
Courier Times 
Advance 
Y ardlcy News 
Philadelphia Inquirer· 

~~~71 
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R.R.T.S. 
Residents for Regional Traffic Solutions, Inc. 

Mr. Gary Hoffman, P.E. 

PO Box285 
Newtown, PA 18940. 

RRTSbuckspa@aol.com 

Deputy Secre1ary for Highway Administration 
Keystone Buading 
400 North st. a"' Floor 
Harrisburg, PA 17f20-0P95 

July 22. 2004 

RE: Regional Traffic Planning Task Force 

Dear Mr. Hoffman, 

The attached 7/20/04 letter from RRTS to Representatlve Steil and Mr. Santarsiero 
describes how Representative Steil Is conducting the meetings of the Regional Traffic 
Planning Task Force. We are extremely concerned that the quarry personnel attending 
the next task force meeting will be well-choreographed, as were the task force members 
at the first meeting held in June. • 

Would It be possible for you to attend the July 29111 meeting or send an impartial 
PennDOT Harrisburg representative who can objectively particlpata in these 
discussions? The agenda will be a question and answer perio.d with quarry personnel 
as outlined in the attached letter. As Representative Steil stated, "vitaa basic information' 
will be discussed. 

Representative Steil's decision that there be no formal minutes taken at task force 
meetlngs, raises serious questions. 

We thank you for your continued support on this matter. 

• The next task force meeting will be held on Thursday, July 29, 2004 at 7:30 PM at the 
Upper Makefield Township building -1076 Eagle Rd., Newtown, PA 18940. 

CC: Honorable Allen Biehler 

~ 
I 
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R.R.T.S. 
Residents for Regional Traffic Solutions, Inc. 

PO Box 2.85 
Newtown, PA 18940 

RRTSbuc!csoa@aol.com I 
\ 

State Representative David Steil 
2 North State Sl 

/ 

Newtown, PA 18940 

September 29, 2004 

RE: Request to include 17 page document as part of the public record at the 
9/29/04 meeting of tbe Regional Traftic Planning Task Force 

Dear Representative Steil. 

:~ We respectfully request that this 17 page document be iocluded as part of the public record and ., 
formal minutes for tonight's meeting of the Regional Traffic Planning TaslC Force. Below is a 
description of what is contained in this document 

CONTENTS: 

Page # (s) 

1:- 2 

3 

4 - 9 

to 

11-17 

Thank you. 

o~criptio.n 

Memo requesting inclusion of docwnent as pat\ of the publi,c record/ minutes 

Traffic Flow Map: Heavy Commercial Trucks to I-95 
-Mlle.> of travel comparison from the Swamp Rd. quarries to the Newtown 
Bypass 

-Access point comparison 

Segments from a transcript made by RRTS, Inc. (tUen from a video of the 
3-19-04 Task Force meeting) 

FY200S TIP project application submitted by Newtown Twp., entitled 
STOOPVILLE ROAD REHABR..lTATION . . 

EJ<cerpts from the JUDe, 1988 s1udy conducted by the DVRPC entitled, 
NEWTOWN TOWNSHIP TRAFFIC S1UDY. 

-Includes title page and pages# 3, 61 (map of the Northern Bypass 
Seeoario), 64, 74, 81, and 87 

Susan~mim 
President 

311/31'7 



/ ------------------------ ------
U.S. ~)lf't!SS~ :r~s <!rrtUk?41D4tl.., 

CC: State Representative Scott ~etri 
Members of the Regional Traffic Planning Task Force 
Boards of Supervisors of Lower Makefield, Upper Makefield, Newtown, Wrightstown, and 

Northampton Townships. 
Borough Councils of Yardley and Newtown Boroughs 
Governor Ed Reitdell 
Secretary ofTransportation, Allen Biehler 
State Transportation Commission 
Deputy Secretary of Highway Administration, Gary Hof'l.man 
Slnte Senator, Joe Co.nti 
State Senator, Tommy Tomlinson 
Bucks County Commissioner, Charles Martin 
Bucks C6unty Commissioner; Michael Fitzpalrick, Esquire 
Bucks County Commissioner, Sandra Miller 
Executive Director/DVRPC, John Coscia 
DVRPCBoard 
Regional Transportation Committee 
Regional Citizens Co.mmittec 
Council Rock School Board President, Susan Vicedomini 
Council Rock School Superintendent, Timoth) K:;ri,, /{ar~ K.l (l.l,; 
Pennsbury School Board President, Linda Palsky 
Pl;fl)lsbury School Superintendent, Ralph Nuzzolo 
RRTS Membership (mass e-mail) 
Bucks County Courier Times 
Yardley News 
Advan.ce 
Philadelphia Inquirer 
CBS KYW Channel3 
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R.R.T.S. 
Residents for Regional Traffic Solutions, Inc. 

PO Box285 
Newtown, PA 18940 

RRTSbuckspa@aol.com 

State Representative David Steil 
2 North State Street 
Newtown, PA 18940 

November 12, 2004 

RE: Request to show CD·ROM at the November 29, 2004 meeting of the 
Regional Traffic Planning Task Force 

Dear Representative Steil, 

We respectfuRy request permission to show our CD-ROM, Bypassing the Bvoass. at the 
11/29/04 meeting of the Regional Traffic Planning Task Force (RTPTF). 

We have shown this 3 minute long video in several public forums including the State 
Transportation Commission public hearing for the 2005 Twelve Year Transportation 
Program, the Delaware Valley Regional Planning Commission (DVRPC) public hearing 
for the FY2005 draft TIP, and the June, 2004 DVRPC Board meeting where final 
approval was given to tne FY2005 TlP. Wltnout exception, viewers praised the 
effectiveness of the video and were alanned by the high volume of commercial traffic 
t~ming off the Newtown Bypass onto Undenhurst Road, the first leg of a residential route 
comprised of Undenhurst, Stoopville and Worthington Mill Roads. Our picture is worth a · 
thousand words. 

This video will help the RTPTF understand Why our organization vehemently opposes 
the Stoopville Road Rehabilitation Project Which Newtown Township has put on the table 
for consideration. This project calls for the widening and straightening of Stoopvllle 
Road, which wnrenable traffic to travel at even greater speeds and encourage higher 
volumes of trucks to use the residential route rather than our four ..fane, limited- access 
Newtown Bypass. The proj~ also calls (or realignment of the intersection at Stoopvitle 
qnd Washington Crossing Roads, a giant step toward construction of a "northern 
bypass• that is sure to escalate the danger to residents and travelers. 

The correlation between the Sfoopville Road Rehabilitation Project and the "northern 
bypass" can be seen in Attachment I, a letter dated 9129/04 that was submitted Into 
public record at the 9/29/04 RTPTF meeting. Page 10 of the Attachment is the Newtown 
Township FY2005 TIP project application for StoooV/7le Road RehabJ1itation. PageS 11- · 
17 of the Attachment are excerpts from the NEWTOWN TOWNSHIP TRAFFIC StuDY. 
a June 1988 study conducted by the DVRPC. The excerpt on page 16 ofthe 
Attachment states this about the Stoopvitre Road/ Washington Crossing Road 
Realignment, "To affect a northern bypass via Stoopvi!le Road, it Is vital to realign 
this lntersecUon." This study concluded that the •northern bypass• scenario was not 
ttie answer to the region's traffic woes: _, 11/ lt?'f 
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Northampton and Newtown Townships have recently passed ordinances to permanently 
restrict commercial traffic on roads where trucks posed serious danger to residents and 
tlavelers. We applaud their understanding of the dangers and their swift action. We 
have every expectation that you will afford us the opportunity to show the Task Force the 
dangers that curr.ently exist on Undenhurst, S1oopville and Worthington Mill Roads as a 
result of truck traffic bypassing the Bypass. ·We are hopeful that the Task Force will then 
~Jnderstand the serious consequences to public safety, if they choose to recommend the 
Stoopvllle Road Rehabilitation Project. · 

We would appreciate a written response to our request to show our CD-ROM by 
November 19, 2004. 

Thank you for your con,sfderation. 

Very truly yours, 

~~e~nm~a~n~~<----
President 

i)nttd. 5-fa.f~~::. &!!_grll6Smtlr) J :fd.nltlS &r-t2tVJwt:~t?d
CC: State Representative Scott Petri 

Members of the Regional Traffic Planning Task Force . 
Boards of Supervisors of Lower Makefield, Upper Makefield, Newtown, 

Wrightstown & Northampton Twps. 
Borough CounciJs of Yardley and Newtown 
Governor Ed Rendell 
Secretary of Transportation, Allen Biehler 
State Transportation Commission 
Deputy Secretary of Highway Administration, Gary Hoffman 
State Senator, Joe Conti 
State Senator, Tommy Tomfinson 
Bucks County Commissioner, Charles Martin 
Bucks County Commissioner; Michael FitZpatrick, Esquire 
Bucks County Commissioner, Sandra Miller 
Executive DiredoriDVRPC, John Coscia 
DVRPC Board 
Regional Transportation Committee · 
Regional Citizens Committee 
Council Rock School Board President, Susan VICedomini 
CounCil Rock School Superintendent, "Hmolhy l<iiit!ly ~ J;fu ~ 
Pennsbury School Board President, Unda Palsky 
Pennsbury School Superintendent, Ralph Nuzzolo 
RRTS Membership (mas5 e-maiQ 
Bucks County Courier Times 
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~~~ 0 • 
Advance I 'i /39 ..,.. 
Philadelphia Inquirer :Yl / 8'7'1 \ 
CBS KYW Channel 3 , 
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R.R.T.S. 
Residents for Regional Traffic Solutions, Inc. 

PO Box285 
Newtown, PA 18940 

RRTSbuc!ssoa@aol.com 

State Representative David Steil 
2 North State Street 
Newtown, PA 18940 

November 18,2004 

RE: Request to show CD-ROM at the November 29, 2004 meeting of the 
· Regional Traffic Planning Task Fon:e 

Dear Representative Steil, 

Thank you for placing my request to show the RRTS CD-ROM, Bvoassing the 
Bvpass!ng, on the agenda for the 11/29/04 Regional Traffic Planning Task Force 
meeting. 

1 anticipate that the Task Force will approve this request and plan to ask them for 
pennlssion to show the 3 minute CD-ROM immediately following their decision. I 
respectfully request that this be placed ear1y In the agenda, so that the infonnation 
contained in the video can be considered during the meeting. 

I will ask Lower Makefield Township to set the equipment up for showing th.e video, as 
they have kindly done so in the past wh~n we showed the video at a lower Makefield 
Township Board of Supervisors meeting. 

~re~ _. 
~ennan ">'~--"'~---

President 

CC: U.S. Congressman, James Greenwood 
State Representative Scott Petri 
Mernbel8 of the Regional Traffic Plaming Task Force 
Boards of Supervisors of lowe~" Makefield, Upper Makefield, Newtown, 

Wrightstown & Northampton Twps. 
Borough Councils of Yardley and Newtown 
Governor Ed Rendell 
Secretary of Transportation, Allen Biehler 
State Transportation Commission 
Deputy Secretary of Highway Adminisf[atl~ Gary Hoffman 
State Senator, Joe Conti • '· ' · 
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Slate Senator, Tommy Tomlinson 
Bucks County Commissioner, Charles Martin 
Bucks County Commissioner, Michael Fitzpatrick, Esquire 
Bucks County Commissioner, Sandra Miller 
Executive O!redor/DVRPC, John Coscia 
OVRPC Bol!_l'd 
Regional Transportation Committee 
Regional Citi.zens Committee 
CounCil Roc::K School Board President, Susan Vicedomini 
Council Roc::K School Superintendent, Mark Klein 
Pennsbury School Board President, Unda Palsky 
Pennsbury School Superintendent. Ralph Nuzzolo 
RRTS Membership (mass IHllail) 
Bucks County Courier Times 
Yardley News 
Advance 
Philadelphia Inquirer· 
CBS K'fW Channel 3 
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R.R.T.S. 
Residents for Regional Traffic Solutions, Inc. 

Mr. Bill Laubach 
PENN DOT 

PO Box285 
Newtown, PA 18940 

RRTSbuckspa@aol.com 

Bureau of Highway Safety and Traffic Engineering 
400 North Street, 6"' Floor 
Harrisburg, PA 17120-0064 

December 24, 2004 

RE: Draft Scope of Work for the Bucks Countv Regional Traffic Stucfv: 
Comments submitted by Residents for Regional Traffic Solutions, Inc. 

Dear Mr. Laubach, 

We are grateful for the opportunity to review and comment on the Draft Scope of Work 
for the Bucks Countv Regional Traffic Studv. Below please find our comments listed by 
section from the Draft Scope of Work that Representative Steil sent RRTS (draft 
inclu9ed the revisions requested by "Task Force· members at the 11/29/04 meeting). 

1.2 - Coordination and Project Meetings 

Please add these three (3 l stakeholders: 

• Residents for Regional Traffic Solutions, Inc. (RRTS) 
• Citizens living along Worthington Mill, Stoopville, Lindenhurst, and 

Wrightstown Roads (Collector roads, with in excess of8,000 
resideats living along them, thai are impacted by heavy trucl< traffic.) 

• Homeowners Associations for developments along routes impacted by heavy 
truck traffic 

(eg., Rosefield Hom.e Assoc., Eagleton Farms Homeownen Assoc., Penns 
l're$erve Holl!eowoers Assoc., Newtown Grant Homeowner Assoc., etc.) 

1.3 - Gatber Data and Information from Quarries 

Please add this statement: 

RRTS and local stakeholders respectfully request that the consultant determine where the 
aggregate is going. Accurate information is required to assess the feasibility of using rail to haul 
this stone. 

Llt/.3'7? 
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1.4 -Identify Key Roadways within Region and Collect Data 

Please add these statements: 

The position ofRRTS and local stakeholders is that the data in PENNDOT's Feb. 2000 
Newtown!Lawer Makefield Twp. Truck Restriction. Studv.is.skewed The 3D+. _y.ear..weighL 
restriction of Swamp Road and the failure to synchronize lights on the Newtown Bypass resulted 
in high volumes of traffic habitually using Worthington Mill, Stoopville and LindenbUISt Roads 
as a cut-through that literally "bypassed the B~s". Now that Swamp Road bas been opened 
without weight restrictions (mid Dec. 2004) and the Bypass lights are soon to be synchronized 
(expected end Jan. 2005), it will take time for truckers, as well as passenger car operators, to 
break the habit of using the Worthington Mill/ Stoopville/ Lindenhurst Road route and switch to 
using the Newtown Bypass. RRTS and local stakeholders living along Worthington Mill, 
Stoopville and Lindenhurst Roads ask for up-to- date and accurate data In addition, it is 
requested that the consultant estimate the impact of the new development that has occmred 
along Stoopville Road since the Feb. 2000 study and any additional development that may occur 
along this road. It is requested that data collection occur in April/May so as to assure that the 
report will accurately reflect the combined impact of school traffic with the high construction 
season. (Note thai St.oopvlllc Rd. will be closed for I! period of lime during the 200S coasttuctlon season so Toll 
Brothers can realign the road adjacent to the McLaughlin Tract.) 

It is co=on knowledge that quarry owners/truckers are "tipped off" regarding the dates and 
locations of field traffic audits and, as a result, choose alternate routes of travel that can "skew" 
study results. How can this be avoided? 

Please add this list of studies supplied by RRTS: 

Note: RRTS has supplied the following studies for use by the consultant: 

• Worthington Mill Road Studies: 

Weight. Size & Load Restrictions Engineering & Traffic Studv* 
(Prepan,d for PENNDOT District 6 by Traffic Planning & Design. Inc., Oct. 14, 200VIunc 4, 
2003) 

Weight. Size & Load Restrictions Engineering & Traffic Studv* 
(Prepared for PENNDOT District 6 by Traffic Planning&:. Design. Inc., Oct 14, 2002) 

• Swamp Road Studies: 

- Swamp Road Engineering Study* (by Urban Ensinccrs. May 2002. Please note thai a 
Citizens Advisory Committee, CAC, was formed and 
participated In this study.) 

Drafl Co(1Y Engineering Study for Safe tv Improvements to Swamp Road 
(by Pickering, Corts & Summerson; Inc~ Sept., I99S) 

~t.'l3'11 .. , ' I ,tJ~ ,;..136(~, !:J/H/~ ~ 1?9 
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• Newtown/Lower Makefield Township Truck Restriction Study (by PENNDOT, Feb. 2000) 

f!A. Newtown Township Traffic Studv (by Delaware Valley Regional Planning C~rnmission, 
DVRPC, June 1988) 

• Appendices NOT included 

1.5 - Weight, Size, and Load Restriction Studies for Key Roadways 

Please add the changes shown. in red ink: 

In the past, weight, size, and load restriction studies were completed by a consultant to 
PENNDOT Engineering District 6-0 for the following roadways: 

• Worthington Mill Road (SR 2081 ); Wrightstown Township 
• Swamp Road (SR 2036); Newtown Township 
• Swamp Road (SR 2036); Wrightstown and Newtown Townships 
• Lindenhurst Road (SR 2069); Lower Makefield, Upper Makefield and Newtown 

Townships 
• Stoopville Road (SR 2028); Lower Makefield, Upper Makefield, Wrightstown and 

Newtown Townships a • Durham Road (SR 0413); Newtown Township and Wrightstown Township 
T ' Newtown Bypass (SR 0332); Newtown and Lower Makefield Townships · 

" Newtown-Richboro Road (SR 0332); Newtown Township 
• RoL>te 232 from Richboro to Swamp Road 
• SR208l (WrightstownRoad) from SR 0413 to SR 0532 
• Route 332 Extension from SR 2049 to SR 0032 (Lower Makefield Township and 

Yardley Borough) 

1.6- Swa mp Road Traffic Engineering Study 

Please add this statement: 

RRTS requests that the consultant study the feasibility of moving the entrance of the Bucks 
County Community College so that it takes access from Tyler State Park, a viable option given 
that both the college and the park land were donated by the Tyler family. A September 24, 1999 
letter from Robert Larason (Newtown Township engineer) to Cornell Hopkins (Newtown 
Township Manager) states, "On Wednesday, September 22, 1999, I attended a meeting with 
Representative Dave Steil at the office ofBener Materials Quany ... They [president of Better 
Materials Quany] suggested one solution may be to relocate both college entrances so that the 
college takes access from the Tyler State Park entrance at the signalized intersection ... this seems 
~e an excellent idea and Dave [Steil) indicated he would pursue this." 

r ~" J 
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1. 7 - Traffic Engineering Studies of Othe.r Key Routes 

Please add the changes shown in red ink: 

Conduct a traffic engineering study of the following key roadways where there is heavy 
truck traffic: 

• Newtown Bypass between I-95 and Swamp Road 
• Lindenhurst Road (SR 2069) in Lower Makefield, Upper Makefield and Newtown 

Townships 
• Stoopville Road (SR 2028) in Lower Makefield, Upper Make.field, Wrightstown, and 

Newtown Townships 
• Durham Road (SR 04!3) betwee.n Newtown Bypass and PA 232 
• Second Street Pike (SR 0232) between Swamp Road and PA 413 
• Worthington Mill Road (SR 208) between Swamp Road and PA 413 

Please add this statement 

RRTS and local stakeholders are concerned about the safety of residents and their children along 
the "residential route" comprised of Worthington Mill, Stoopville and Lindenhurst Roads. More 
than 800 industrial trucks/day travel these roads. The "residential route" is 9. 7 miles long and 
has 155 access points (most residential driveways). There is in excess of7,000 residents living 
along it. On Worthington Mill Road alone, school buses stop an average of 40 times per day in A 
the travel lane.to pick up and discharge children. The inappropriate mix of truck traffic with r. , 
school buses, school bus stops. pedestrians and bicyclists bas resulted in numerous rep(>rted near 
misses between industrial trucks and school buses/ school children. (See Ex.hJbit I, 2/6/04 letter 
from RRTS to Representative Steil.) 

Please expand this sentence with the wording shown in red ink: 

Review crash history, geometric features, traffi.c operations, and other factors, such as 
whether the traffic on the roads travels in a manner consistent with the adjacent land use. 

1.8- Traffic Calming Feasibility' StUdy 

Please add these statements regarding traffic calming measures: 

At the 9/23/04 Pennsbury School Board meeting, local stakeholders apprised the Board of the 
need for traffic calming at the intersection of Lindenhurst Road and Trowbridge Drive (bus stop 
location) and asked the school district to initiate a written request to Representative Steil that a 
Pennsbury School District representative be part of the ''Task Force". 

tf~/!/11 
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At the lln/04 Newtown Township Board of Supervisors meeting, the Supervisors asked the 
Township Manager to develop an engineered plan for traffic calming for Stoopville Road 
At the IOn/04 and 10/21/04 Council Rock School Board meetings, local stakeholders implored 
the Board to go on record in support of traffic calming for Stoopville Road and asked the school 
district to initiate a written request to Representative Steil that a Council Rock School District 
representative be part of the ''Task Force". O.o 9/21/04 the Rosefield Home Association passed a 
resolution imploring Newtown .Thwnship. to implement traffic. calming measures,on Stoopville 
Road on a high priority basis (Exhibit ll). On 7/9/03 the Eagleton Farms Homeowners 
ASsociation passed a similar resolution (Exhibit IV, page 20). 

RRTS submitted two (2) FY2005 TIP appHcations requesting traffic calming measures to 
address the truck issues. The appHcations were for Lindenhurst Road Traffic Calming and 
Stoopvi/le RD!Worthington Mill RD Traffic Calming."' The DVRPC Regiorial Citizens 
Committee (RCC) passed a resolution urging PENNDOT to consider traffic calming for 
Stoopvt11e Road and included it in comments on the Draft FY2005 TIP (Exhibit V). 

Upper Makefield Township is considering traffic calming measures for Wrightstown Road 

Please add these statements regarding the Stoooville Road Rehabilitation Project: 

Locaf stakeholders and RRTS request that the consultant and PENNDOT review and comment 
on the Stoopville Road Rehabilitation Project currently being considered by Newtown Township 
(Exlu"bit VI). This project was not placed on the FY2005 TIP because of strong opposition from 
RRTS (Exlu"bit vn. 67 -page written testimony to the DVRPC), Lower Makefield Township 
(Pages #34-37 of Exhibit VIT,Ietters to Representative Steil and the Executive Director of the 
DVRPC), and the RCC (Exhibit V and Exhibit VJll, RCC 's TIP Rebuttal). 

The Stoopyille Road Rehabilitation Project calls for realignment of the intersection at 
Stoopville and Washington Crossing Roads. Page #79 of the 1988 Newtown Township Traffzc 
~states, "To affect a northern bypass via Stoopville Road, it is vital to reaHgn this 
intersection." It is the position ofRRTS and local stakeholders that a northern bypass along this 
heavily developed residential route would be against the best interest ofth.e safety of the 
citizenry at large. 

Some individuals maintain that traffi.c builds up ex.cessive speed when traveling west on Route 
532 to this intersection and then north onto Stoopville Road If this· is the case, RRTS's position 
is that the intersection should be signalized in its current configuration and traffic calming 
measures should be placed on Stoopville Road in the vicinity of the intersection. 

• Sec Exhibits m and IV. Exhibit ill is a IOI21/03letterftom RRTS to members of the Bucks County 
Planning CoiiiJllission Board. Exhibit IV is a 34- page wrineo testimony submitted by RRTS to the Bucks 
County Planning Commission Board. 

J/1jYl1J 
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r- : The Stoopville Road ReJ~Mit~lion Project also calls rorWidening anti-straightening th~road (in-
direct opposition to the traffic calming needed), which will encourage traffic to travel at even 
greater speeds and result in an even higher volume of trucks choosing to use Stoopville Road 
rather than the Newtown Bypass. It is the position ofRRTS and local stakeholders that the lane 
width of Stoopv]lle Rd. should remain at the current eleven ( 11) foot width • and that all curves, 
except the two (2) already being addressed by Toll Brothers at the Mcl.augbl.in Tract, should 
remain as is. The curves serve as traffic cal.ming. 

Northampton and Newtown Townships recently passed ordinances to pennanently restrict 
commercial traffic on Sackettsford and Wrights Roads respectively, roads where trucks posed 
serious danger to residents. RRTS and local stakeholders ask the consultant and PENNDOT to 
give the more than 7,000 residents who live along Worthington Mill, Stoopvllle and Lindenhurst 
Roads the same consideration, by rejecting the concept of the Stoooville Rood Rehabilitation 
Project once and for all. 

Please add this statement regarding "Jake Brakes": 

RRTS and local slalceholders request that the consultant determine where "No Jake Brake" zones 
are recommended. There is reaJ and extended sleep deprivation going on along the Worthington 
MilV Stoopville/ Lindenhurst Road residential route. 

Please add these statements regarding alternatives for traffic planning in our region: 

RRTS and local stakebolde.rs ask the consu.ltant to review alternatives for traffic planning in our r 
region by talking to key appropriate parties such as: out- of- state partners (DOT New Jersey), 
railroad carriers, sources of funding (federal and otherwise), etc. 

We request that PENNDOT and the Federal government conduct an objective study ofthe 
feasibility of using rail to haul stone. We believe studies have already shown, and the railroads 
have already acknowledged, that sufficient' volume of traffic exists between set points to make 
hauling stone by rail profitable. In February 2004, residents met with representatives oftbeNew 
Hope & Ivyland Railroad, Winchester & Western Railroad, and CSX Transportation as per the 
2/10/04 letter from Worthington Mill Road Residents (Exhibit V1Il. page 4). It was common 
knowledge that the movement of stone to South Jersey and th.e backhauling of sand to Central 
Bucks is a major portion of the quarries' business. Better Materials Quarry looked into this 
option years ago when fuel prices were lower and stone prices were higher. AJI present indicated 
the current economic climate would make the rail movement of stone and back hauling of sand 
profitable. (See Exhibit IX, a Sept. 2002 article featuring a Short Line Railroad that is currently 
doing this.) 

•Note tb..t tbe 2002 Swamp Road Engineering Study recommended an eleven (II) foot lane width for 
an erial highway Swamp Road, a road with four ( 4) quanies located on it thai becomes t.he Newtown 
Bypass (a four-lane, limited = ss. divided higiTway) just 3.5 miles south of the quarries. 

4sf a?? I , 
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The RCC passed a resolution urging the DVRPC to encourage rail caniers to submit a proposal 
for moving the aggregate by rail and included it in co=ents for the Draft FY2005 TIP 
(Exluoit V) and the subsequent RCC TIP Rebuttal (Exhibit VIU). 

Note that the 10/6/04 Lower Makefield Township Board of Supervisors meeting minutes state, 
"Mr. Santarsiero [supervisor] stated he would like the Board to request that PaDOT and the 
Federal Department of Transportation undertake such a study to consider alternate means of 
transportation (for aggregate] such as railroad lines. Mr. Santarsiero moved and Mrs. Godshalk 
seconded to authorize sending a letter in support by the Township for a rail study as 
discussed ... Motion canied •manimously." (See Exhibit X) 

Attached, for your convenience, is a copy of the Draft Scope of Wor1< with RRTS's 
requested changes inserted in red ink. if you have any questions or need clarification 
on points made, please feel free to call me at 215 504-9670. 

We would greatly appreciate it if you would provide us with a copy of the final Scope of 
Wor1<, once you have evaluated all comment submissions. 

Thank you for considering our input. 

CC: Governor Ed Rendell 
Secretary of Transportation, Allen Biehler 
Deputy Secretary of Highway Administration, Gary Hoffmarfk" 
RRTS Membership (mass e-mail) 
Rosefield Home Association 
Eag{eton Farms Homeowners Association 
Penns Preserve Homeowners Association 
Newtown Grant Homeowner Association 
CBS t<:'fW Channel 3 
Courier Times 
Advance 
Yardley News 
Philadelphia Inquirer 

• Trenton.Times 46! ?..1 , '1 .2.1~i9 
~~ Trentoman '/_ .J ' '/ t 
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R.R.T.S. 
Residents for Regional Traffic Solutions, Inc. 

Mr. Bill Laubach 
PENN DOT 

PO Box 285 
Newtown, PA 18940 

RRTSbuckspa@aol.com 

Bureau of Highway Safety and Traffic Engineering 
400 North Street, 6111 Floor 
Harrisburg, PA 17120-0064 

March 4, 2005 

RE: Comment Submission by RRTS 
Scope of Work: Bucks County Regional Traffic Swdy (dated 2128/05) 

Dear Mr. Laubach, 

Below please find our comments listed by section. Thank you for gMng these your 
consideration. 

• SECnON 1A; Page 3, par.2: 

Pie~~~ add: "Review documented, reported near-miss quarry and heavy truck 
crash experiences that stakeholders are concerned about.• 

(See Elchibltl: 216104 letter from Susan Herman to Representative Steil 
RE: Regional Trafflc Problems) 

• SECnON 1.4; Page 3, par.3, sentence 2: 

Please change: 

From: • ... [e.g., due to the ... and_ the recent reopening of Swamp Road)." 

To: • ... [e.g., due to the ... and the recent reopening of Swamp Road with no 
weight restrictions). • 

• SECTJON 1.4; 

Please add: 

r 

"Synchronization of the Newtown Bypass lights will take place concurrently with __... 
the Regional Traffic Study. Tl)e lights will not yet be timed when data collection l 

1~,1~ ~1/31~ ~;f!c?9 
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occurs. If deemed necessary, the consultant will go back after synchronization is 
achieved and assess the impact it has." 

SECTION 1.8; page 6, par. 1, sentence 3: 

Thank you for revising the verbage in this sentence as I requested at the 
J.anuary 20, 2005 Task Force meeting. The sentence now reads, "Also, some 
focal residents and R.R.T.S. have requested municipal, county, regional, and 
State consideration of traffic calming measures on Stoopviffe, Worthington Mill, 
and Lindenhurst Roads." 

I expect that some Task Force members may ask you to return to the previous 
verbage in the Revised Draft Scope of Work which stated, "Also, some local 
residents and R:R.T.S. have requested municipal consideration of traffic calming 
measures on Stoopvifle, Worthington Mifl and Lindenhurst Roads." If you recall, 
two members of the Task Force felt I was asking for inappropriate history to be 
placed into the document. 

We respectfully request that you keep the current wording In the 
February 28,2005 Scope of Work, as It accurately reflects the fonnal, 
documented communication that has taken place at all levels of 
government on this issue. 

Thank you, again, for the opportunity to be heard on this important matter. 

Sincerely, 

~~~~-----
/::~Herman 

President 

CC: Deputy Secretary of Highway Administra!ion, Gary Hoffman 
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.Residents for Regional Traffic Solutions, Inc. 
PO 8ox285 

Newtown, PA 18940 
RRTSbuckspa@aol.com 

Mr. John Coscia, Executive Director 
Delaware Valley Regional Planning Commission 
190 N. Independence Mall West 
81

" Floor 
Philadelphia, PA Hi106-1520 

June 2, 2005 

RE: 3117105 Scope of Worlr for the Bucks County Regional Traffic Study: 
Comments and studies submitted to PennDOT Harrisburg by R.R.T.S. during 
the comment period for the Draft Scope of Work. 

Dear Mr. Coscia, 

I have attended all meetings of the Regional Traffic Planning Task Force (RTPTF) on behalf of 
the more than 8,000 residents that our organization represents•. For more than four monlhs, the 
RTPTF and Penn DOT Harrisburg wor1<ed diligently and carefully along with R.R.T.S. and others 
in the community to finalize the 3117105 Scope of Work for the Bucks County Regional Traffic 
Studv that DVRPC staff has been assigned to perform. Enclosed are comments and studies that 
R.R.T.S. submitted to Mr. Bill Laubach (PennDOT, Harrisburg; Bureau of Highway Safety and 
Traffic Engineering) and Mr. Gary Hoffman (Deputy Secretary for Highway Administration) during 
the comment period for the Draft Scope of Work. Although not all of R.R.T.S. 's commenls were 
included In the final scope of wor1<, Mr. Laubach assured me that he would be sending our 
comments (and the studies we provided) to the consultant who would be doing the study so that 
he/she would have a complete understanding of our concerns and the history we provided. 

We respectfully request that DVRPC's staff and Board review our complete comments and the 
enclosed studies that were submitted to Mr. Laubach and take them into consideration when 
conducting the Bucks County Regional Traffic Study. Note that 1 have sent this letter, along with 
a complete set of comments and studies, to both Mr. Don Shanis and Mr. John Ward. 

•Residents for Regional Traffic Solutions, Inc. (R.R.T.S.) Is a regional citizens· group with 
members from Lower Makefield, Upper Makefield, Newtown, Wrightstown, and Northampton 
Townships. 

Cc: Governor Ed Rendell 
Secretary of Transportation, Allen Biehler 
Deputy Secretary for Highway Administration, Gary Hoffman 
Deputy Secretary for Aviation and Rail Freight, Sharon Daboin•• 
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William L~ubach, PennOOT Bureau of Highway Safety & Traffic Engineering 
Don Shanis, DVRPc··• 
John Ward, OVRPC ... 
Regional Citizens Committee 
R.R.T.S. membership (mass email) 
CBS KYW Channel 3 
Courier Times 
Advance 
Yardley News 
Philadelphia Inquirer 
Trenton Times 
Trenton ian 

· • This party received R.R.T.S.'s complete comments. 

••• This party received the complete comments ;rnQ studies that R.R.T.S. submitted to 
Mr. Laubach and Mr. Hoffman. 



Residents for Regional Traffic Solutions, Inc. 

Mrs. Lynn Bush 

PO Box 285 
Newtown, PA 18940 

RRTSbuckspa@aol.com 

Executive Director, Bucks County Planning Commission 
1260 Almshouse Road 
Neshaminy Manor Center 
Doylestown, PA 18901 

September 7, 2005 

RE: FY2007 Bucks County Transportatlon Improvement Program Public Maatfng 

Dear Mrs. Bush, 

We look forward to the opportunity to comment on the FY2007 TIP at the Bud<s County 
Transportation Improvement Program Public Meeting in October. We have a 
3-minute long CD-ROM (a movie with sound) that is integral to our oral testimony. 

In the FY2005 TIP round we were told that the Bucks County Planning Commission (BCPC) 
guidelines for the Public Meeting did not allow audio-visual presentations. We respectfully 
request that these guidelines be revised so we can show our CD-ROM at the FY2007 BCTIP 
Public Meeting. We would appredate the BCPC providing audio-visual equipment and technical 
support and would like to come in prior to the meeting to test run OLr CD-ROM with the 
assistance of your staff. 

In past TIP Hearings, both the State Transportation Commission and Delaware Valley Regional 
Planning Commission provided audio-visual equipment and tedlnical support which enabled us 
to show our CD-ROM. We have every expectation that the BCPC will provide the same courtesy 
to citizens. 

I would greatly appredate a written response to this request by September 20, 2005, and thank 
you for your consideration. 

s~~ely,r\( / 

~<'#L-c-
/ SU~Herman 

President 

CC: Governor Ed Randell 
Seaetaty of Transportation, Allen Biehler 
Deputy Sea-etay of Highway Administration, Gary Hoffman 
State Senator, Joe Conti 
State Representative, David Steil 
Bucks County Commissioners: Charles Martin, Sandra Miller, and James Cawley 
Executive Dire<:tor/DVRPC, John Coscia 
Bucks County Planning Commission Board Chairman, Robert Grunmeier 
Rich Brahler, Bucks County Planning Commission 
Council Rock School Board President. SUsan Vicedom!nl; and Superintendent, Mark Klein 
Pennsbuly School Board President, Unda Palsky; and Superintendent, Ralph Nuz:zclo 
R.R T.S.membership (mass e-mail) 
Bucks County Courier Times 
Yardley News & Advance 
Philadelphia Inquirer 

-I I 
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R.R.T.S . 
ReSidents .for .. RegiQnE!I. T.raffic .Solotions,. Inc. 

PO Box285 
Newtown, PA 18940 

RRTSbucksca@a61.com 

MEMORANDUM 

TO: State Representative David Steil and State Representative Scott Peb'l 
Assemblymen: 3111 arid 11ff' Districts, raspeclively 

FROM: Susan Hennan 
B.S. in lnclJstrial Engineering (Penn State UniV91'Sity) 
Ptesidenl of Residents for Regional Traffic Solutions, Inc. (R.R T.S.) 

DATE: JSN.Jery 31, 2006 

RE: Regional Trafflc Planning Task Force meeting of January 30, 2006 

For yo1.r infonnation, here ara the ooncems prepared by RR. T.S. that were presented a.t the 
Regional Traffic Planning Task Force (RTPTF) meeting of January 30, 2006 which you were 
unable to attend. They ara being distributed to Interested parties, including those listed below. 

• Our orgarization shares the CClOC8ITlS Slated by the group ' Concerned Residents of 
N~own· In their 11301061111181' to the RTPTF (attached). This letter was entered Into the 
public reconf at the meeting by Mrs. Jen Dix, who also summarized the contents c'. !he 
letter dl.ling ptbllc comment. 

• The direction the RTPTF has taken to date regarding Stoopville Road is in d'lteCt 
opposition to the Context Se1181tlve Solutions and Complete Streets polides the Task 
Foo:e should be applying to this Minor Residential Collector Road. ' Complete Streets' 
are desigled end operated to enable safe access for all users. Pedestrians, bicyclists, 
motot ists ard bus riders of all eges and abilities should be able to safely move along and 
aaoss a 'complete straer. 

• It Is ~e that the RTPTF I$ CXII'\Siderlng upgrading Stoopville Road to an 
arterial highway and viewing It as a candidate to become part of a Designated Truck 
Routef Regional Conidor. 

• Engineering design and proper infi'astn.x:lure require that arteries be upgraded to function 
efficiently for arterial use and capillary roads or collector roads, like Stoopville Road, be 
safe-guarded for residential use. 

• Stoopvihe Road has not been safe-guarded for resldenllal use. In fact, it has been forced 
to function more like 'an ll'tery beca• •se of the mismanagement of I'OI3dWays In our region 
(specifically, mismanagement of the Newtown Bypass built with $23 million taxpayer 
dollars and neglec:t of the many arterial hlghway5 that lead to It). This must now be 
cxxrected by impletne1olatfon of traffic calming mea5ures, especially those that include 
horizontal and vertical deflection. 



---------

• Both upgrading the functional classification of Stoopville Road and coosidering it as a 
candidate for part of a Designated Truck Route/ Regional Cooidor, is in direct oppos~ion 
to Governor Rendell's Kevstpoo PriflciDies for Growth, /nyestmeat and Rgsourpe 
Conservation announced In an Odllber 24, 2005 press release. Jhe Governor's 
principles &Jpport following the region's Comprehensive Master Plan which, for decades, 
has shown Stoopvllle Road as a residential collector road. 

• The Joinrure is Cl.n'ently updating its Comprehensive Master Plan. Residents hope there 
wiH be no attempt to upgrade Stoopvilfe Road to Cl!1 arterial highway in this process. 

• The Bucks County Planning Commission (BCPC) has recently reviewed the fu1ctional 
classifications or ell public roads in the rounty, as part of a Systemwide Functlonal 
Classificatjon Update for PA Counties coordinated by the OVRPC. In February 20061he 
Regional Transportation Committee (sub-committee of the DVRPC) and the DVRPC 
Boatd will coosider the BCPC's recommendations for functional classification changes in 
the county. Residents sincerely hope the BCPC has not recommended upgrading 
StoopviUe Road to en arterial hiltJway in this process. 

Caimine Ascina, Safety Engineer, Fedetal Highway Administration 
Pat Beaudet, Chait, Sierra Club Southeast PA Chapter 
senator Arlen Specter 
Senator Rick Santorum 
U.S.Congrassman Mike Fit:zpatlick 
Governor Ed Rendell 
State Senator Joe Conti 
State Senator Tommy Tomlinson 
State R~e David Stell 
State Represenlative Scott Pebi 
AliSfl Biehler, Secretaty of Transportation 
State Transport.alion Commission c/o Honorable Allen Biehler 
Gary Hoffinan, ~ Secreta y of Highway Administration 
William Laubach, PennDOT Bureau of Highway Safety & Traffic Engineering 
DVRPC Board, c/o Honorable Thomas J . Gurick 
John Coscia, Executive Director/DVRPC 
Dr. Don Shanis, Assistant Director for TranspOrtation Planning/l)VRPC 
Regional Transportation Committee, c/o Brian Coccia 
Regional Citizens Committee, do Warren Strumpfer 
James Cawley, Bucks County CommissionM 
Charles Mattin, Bucks Couoly Commissioner 
Sandra MOler, Bucks County Commissioner 
Lynn Bush, Executive Director, Bucks County Planning Commission 
Southeastern Bucks League or Municipalities, c/o Steve Santarsiero 

Regional Traffic Planning Task Force members: George Komelasky /Northampton Twp, Peter 
Palesllna/Norihampton Twp, Dan Rattigan/Upper Makefield Twp, Bob West/Upper Makefield 
Twp, Rand Jaslow/ Newtown Boro, Joe Hunter/Yardley Boro, Chris Harding/Yardley Boro, 

~ 
r 



---·-·-··--

Anne Goren/Newtown Twp, Jeryy Schenllman/Newtown Township, Jane MagneJ'Nrights1own 
Twp, Ron Smithllower Makefield TWp, Greg Ciaolall.ower Makefield Twp 

Alan Harvison, Council Rod( School Board Presldeot 
MarX Klein, Council Rock .S<:hool SuJ)erintendeot 
Greg Lucidi, Pennsbury School Board President 

Ralph Nuzmlo, Pennsbuy S<:hool SuJ)erintendent 
Jazmyn Martin, Bucks CO!K1Iy Courier TitTles 
Brian Callaway,.Jntelligeucet 
Bridget Brief, Newtown Mvance 
JetrWemer, Yardley News 
Ira Porter, Philadelphia Inquirer 
Trenton limes 
-Trenton ian 
Bristol Pijot 
CBS-KYW3 
CQ ICeiTled Residents of Newtown, c/o Jen Dix 
R.R T.S. Membership {mass e-mail) 
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R.R.T.S. 
Residents for Regional Traffic Solutions, Inc. 

Dr. Don Sbanis 
Deputy Executive Director 

POBox285 
Newtown, PA 18940 
Ph: 215 504-9670 

c/o De~wnre Valley Regional Planning Commission 
190 N. Independence Mall West, 8d1Fioor 
Philadelphia, P~ 19106-1520 

May I, 2006_, __ 

RE: Ston.e by nUl from Wrightstown Ana quarries 
IDterest of9,000 voters in tbe affed.ed Area· reachable by RRTS 

Dear Dr. Shania: 

Regarding oar remarks at DVRPC's Board meeting on April 27, I want to emphasize that 
voters of t{lis Area await with considerable trepidation your report reganling rail haul of 
stoue from Wrightstown Towmhip Area quarries. At DVRPC's 4119/06 Goods Movement 
Task Fo~ ~ee~ug, P~OT Deputy Sec~tary Sharou Daboill said a "meeting sometime 
In May!' will pi-odaee a ,Report on lhe dauge!Y~Y mouotiDg congestive baz:ards or 
co!'~.l!,ing t!J ~ ~o~ .oftoos or ~n~. by Jruck over olir outdated road delivery 

- - - · siste~l.t. Wiliive:9,000.voter.ronti"l:li:at~' We intend to. ~P ~em illfC!rm~ •. ~a~ 
yo a for coo firming date, time and place' for this very important eveuL - --- -

Citizens expect this meeting to be public:. The nUl option lull been known for at least 
15 y~ Th~ ~roads are here:. Roauiug,every day. They have told us IIIey are ready to 
serve, have forwarded' rates and spec:ifie services. Tbe.re is DO "feasibility!' question W~ere 
tbey are eon.eeraed. They :are here; They eoDDect witb anywhere in the outside world. ~he 
record is replete '!'ftb ra~ services and varfati?lr.f on eonnedUJns tbst ean be rendered. We 
appr-eciate y6UYelrorta, -We lool( ~I'd With aatieipatioa to this ~deuce tbst the sw.e is 
fiaalty resdy to acL Thank yoq for yoqr attention to this vital sabjed. 

ue an 
{all~ Engineer; BS in IE, PellD St:lfe paivenity 
Logispcsl Support; Procter & Gamble, former 

Ric:hanlsoD-Viek, IDe:. Dlv. at Hatboro 
Presideat, RRTS 

Cc: Bucb HUB Conference ThiA 
Office ofTralisponation Technology, Str.!kgy, Planning & Developme.ot 
Administrator, FHA 
Cbainnan, STB 
Adminislrator, fRA 

r 
- .. _ .. -

• ( 



CSXR&1troad 
w & w RaiiToad 
U.S. Congressman Mike J;itzpatrick 
Palrick Murpby 
AndyWarnn 
Swc Rcpn:$CIIlalive Matt Wright 
Catmine Fiscina, Safety EngiDccr, Fcdcr.tl Highway Adutinistration 
Pat Beaudet, Chair, Sierra Club Southeast PA Chapter 
Senator Arlen Spe<:ter 
Senator Rick Santorum 
!}ovemor Ed Rendell 
Stat4 Senator Joe Conti 
State Senator Tommy Tomlinson 
State Representative David Steil 
State Reprcseot.ative Scott Petri 
AUcn Biehler, Secrclllry ofTransponatioo 
State Traosporwion Commission c/o Honorable Allen Bichler 
Sharon Daboin, Deputy Secretary for Aviation and Rail Freight 

Oary Hoffinan, Deputy Secretary of Highway Admini!tntion 
William Laubaeh, PcnnDOT Bureau ofHigbway Safety & Traffic Engilleering 
DVRPC Board, c/o Honorable Thomas J. Gurick 
Mr. Barry Seymour, Executive Din:ctor/ DVRPC 
RegiOIUII Transporwioo Committee, c/o Brian Cuccia 
Regional Citizens Committee, c/o Warren SO'UUipfcr 
Jame3 Cawley, Bucks Couxrty Co10missioner 
Charles Martin, Bucks County Coaunissioner 
Sandra Miller, Bucks County Coaunissiooer 
Lynn Bush, Ex•-cutive Director, Bucks County Planning Commission 
Southeastern Bucks League of Muoicip31ities, c/o Steve Santarsiero 

Regional Traffic Plan!iing Task Force members: George Komclasky /Nonhampton Twp, Peter 
Palesrina/Nortbamptoo Twp, Dan R..attig;m/Upper .Makefield Twp, Bob West/Upper Mllke6eld 1'wp, Rand 
laslow/Newtown Boro, Joe Hunter/Yardley Boro, Chris Harding/Yardley Boro, 
Anne Oon:n/Ncwtown Twp, Jerry Scbeolanan/Newtown Township, Jane Magne/Wrigbtstown Twp, Ron 
Smith/Lower Makefield Twp, Gn:g Ciaola/Lower Makefield Twp 

Alan Harvison, Council Roclc School Board Pn:sidcnt 
Marte Klein, Council Rock School Superintendent 
Greg Lucidi, Pennsbwy School Board President 
Ralpb Nuzzolo, Peunsbury School Superintendent 
Jazmyn Martin, Bucks Couoty Courier Times 
BriM Call:!.way, lntelligencer 
Bridget Brier, Newtown Advance 
Jeff Werner, Yardley News 
Philodelpbia Inquirer 
Trenton TIMes 
Tn:ntonian 
Bristol Pilot 

CBS-KYW3 
Concerned Residents ofNcwt.own, c/o leo Dix 
R.R. T.S. Membership (mass c·mail) 
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R.R.T.S. 
Residents for Regional Traffic Solutions, Inc . 

. PO Box285 

Ms. Jane Magne 
Mr. Robert Lloyd 
Supervisors, Wrightstown Township 
738 Penns Park Road 
Wrightstown, PA 18940 

May3l,2006 

Newtown, PA 18940 
Ph: 215 504-9670 

RE: Pogonowski Letter of S/11/06 in response to Herman Letter of S/01/06 · 
Stone by l"'"dil from Wrightstown Area quarries 

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN 

We are shocked and dismayed at the accusations of Mr. Pogonowski in his official capacity, 
accusing our organization and its officers as being lobbyists. We bavc.in hand letter..from Chester S. 
Pogonowski, signed as Chair, Wrightstown Township, Bucks County, Pa. Board of Supervisors on 
official township stationery, dated sn 1106 in which he repeatedly accuses this organization and its 
officers as constituting a "lobby" (sec Exhibit I). We have aJso received copies of this letter from 
numerous other people. 

Under advisement, we are investigating these slanderous comments. Mr. Pogonowski is apparently 
totally unaware or is consciously in violation of regulations, penalties and consequences for 
falsifying information on the subject of lobbying. Lobbyists must register as lobbyists, report 
regularly, and submit audits or meet severe penalties for failures in these regards, in Washington, the 
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania at Harrisburg, and in Municipal government. . 

Residents for Regional Traffic Solutions, INCORPORATED, is not a lobby. It is a &fllS:S roots 
citizens organization fully incorporated and protected under laws of the Commonwealth of 
Pennsylvania. We are coOSlllting with Citizens Union, Common Cause, Public Interest Research 
Group, among others and counseL Neither our organization nor its officers ever lobby. 

The Township bears full responsibility for Mr. Pogonowski's "official" falsifications; carried on 
official Township stationery, writing, as he says, officially for the Township governing body. 

Mr. Pogonowski writes as though he is an expert on the concept of railroads. He is not. Railroads 
are not piecemeal. They run as systems anywhere in this country and anywhere in the world 
i.ntermodally. Mr. Pogonowski does not appear to know that. Does he know of proprietary 199l 

51/J ?'l_ 

~ 
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efforts to implement our rail alternative to quarry stone hauling? Does he know the history of the 
~!e line th.at runs through this Township? How Gove.mor Milton J. Shapp, at the urging of his own 

':ially appointed "personal transportation advisor", saved McHugh Bros. control of the line from 
,stile take-over by personally intervening to obtain $268,000 from the State to keep, upgrade and 

opera,te the tiny rail line. Jimmy McHugh then wrote specifically about this dire<;t aid in a 
documented Jetter to the Philadelphia Inquirer. That was 29 years ago. 

As for Mr. Pogonowsk.i's statement that" ... feasibility and practicality still remain undemonstrated"; 
he must not know that a service directly paralleling our proposed operation runs profitably using the 
same carriers hauling the same stuff, approximately eighty miles west of Wrightstown. Indeed that 
service woo a national annual award for the operation (see Exhibit ll, September 2002 Railway Age 
article entitled Backhoul bonanza). As an industrial engineer, I can tell you one does not run 
feasibility studies when one already bas a successful product. 

. 
Mr. Pogonowski seems to be satisfied keeping this danger of trucks on the highway needlessly upon 
the rest. of us. His position is not in the best interest of the safety of the citizenry at large. Citizens' 
safety must ~upercede any political considerations . 

. , Absent .an immediate retraction of his statements accusing our organization and its officers as being 
lobbyists, we fully intend to investigate all of our remedies afforded by the law. 

Sue ennan 
Industrial Engineer; BS in IE, Penn State University 
Logistical Support; Procter & Gamble, former 

Richardson-Vide, Inc. Div. 

President, RRTS 

Cc: Bucks m.JB Conference TMA 
Office ofTransportation Technology, Strategy, Planning & Development 
Administrator, FHA 
Chainnan, STB 
Administrator, FRA 
CSX Rail Road 
W & WRaikoad 
U.S. Congressman Mike Fitzpatrick 
Patrick Murphy 
Andy Warren 
Sblte Representative Matt Wright• 
Carmine Fiscina, Safety Engineer, Federal Highway Administration 
Pat Beaudet, Chair, Sierra Club Southeast PA Chapter 
Senator Arlen Specter 
Senator Rick Santorum 

~ Governor Ed Rendell 

5't}371 
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State Senator Joe Conti 
State Senator Tommy Tomlinson 
State Representative David Steil 
State Representative Scott Pebi 
Allen Bichler, S=cta.ry ofTransportaiion 
State Transportation Commission c/o Honorable Allen Biehler 
Sharon Daboin, Deputy Seeretaty for Aviation and R.all Freight 

Gary Hoffman, Deputy Secretary of Highway AdministJation 
William Laubach, PcnnDOT Bun:au of Highway Safety&: Traffic Engineering 
DVRPC Board, c/o Honora!>le Thomas J. Ourick 
Mr. Barry Seymour, Executive Direetor/ DVRPC 
Regional Transportation Committee, c/o Brian Cuccia 
Regional Citizens Committee, c/o Warren Strumpfer 
James Cawley, Bucks County Commjssioner 
Charles Martin, Bucks County Commissioner 
Sandra MiDer, Bucks County Commissioner 
Lyno Bush, Executive Ditcetor, Bucks County Planning Commjssion 
Southeastern Bucks League of Municipalities, c/o Steve Santarsiero 

Regional Traffic Planning Task Force members: George J<omelasky /Northampton Twp, Peter 
Palestina/Northarnpton Twp, Dan Rattigan/Upper Makefield Twp, Bob West/Upper Makefield TYip, Rand 
Jaslow/Newtown Boro, Joe Hunter/Yardley Boro, Chris Harding/Yardley Boro, 
Anne Goren/Newtown Twp, Jerry Scbenlcman/Newtown Township, Jane Magne/Wrigbtstown 1\vp, Ron 
Smith/Lower Makefield Twp, Greg Ciaola/Lower Makefield Twp 

Lower Makefield Township 
Newtown Borough 
Newtown Township 
Northampton Township 
Upper Makefield Township 
Yardley Borough 
Alan HaiVis6n, Council Rock School Board President 
Marie Klein, Council Rock School Superiatendent 
Greg Lueidi, Penns bury School Board President 

Ralph Nuzzolo, Penn.sbury School Superintendent 
Jesse Abrams-Morley, Bucks County CourieriiJlles 
Brian Callaway, !ntelligcnce:r 
Newtown Advance 
Jc.ffWemcr, Yardley News 
Plu1adelphia Inquirer 
Trenton Times 
Trentonlan 
Bristol Pilot 

CBS-KYW3 
Concerned Residents of Newtown, c/o Jen Dix 
R.R.T.S. Membership (mass e-mail) 
Bucks County TMA 
Associated Press 
Fox News 
Channel6 
ChanneiiO 
Michael Diamond 
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R.R.T.S .. 
Residents for Regional Traffic Solutions, Inc. 

PO Box 285 
Newtown, PA 18940 

Newtown Towns.bip Bo.a.t"!i of Supervisors 
C/o Mrs. Anne Go.ren, Chairperson 
100 Jl:iunicipal Drive 
N'ewtown, PA 18940 

Wrightstown To~asbip Board ofSu~.rvisors 
C/o Mr. Chester Pogonowskl, Chairman 
738 Penns. Park Road, 
Wrightstown, PA 18940 

September I, 2006 

Dear Township Supervisors, 

__ ...;:6=x:;.L, /.-.;3.__ _ _ . 

We'd like to raise a c:onoom residents have about the traffic impacts of the Veterans Cemetery 
Deal being considered at this time. Upper Makefield Townsllip just approved t~e Veterans' 
Administration Cemetery Overlay Ordinance to go forward to Wrightstown and Newtown 
Townships for review. It's alarming that none of the traffic impacts of the Cemetery Deal have 
been c:onsidered. We've beard rumor that Lindenhurst Road and Stoopville }toad will be the 
official entrance route for the Cemetery. 

Our position is that the traffic impacts of the Cemetery Deal should be carefully studied and 
arterial highways Taylorsville Road and Route 532 should be used for the official entrance route 
to the Cemetery. This would take the processions of honored veteran.s past historic Washington 
Crossing Park, one of the prime reasons why this location was chosen. 

We ask the supervisors and the planning c;ommissions to have a traffic study done prior 10 making 
any zoning changes that might affect traffic on Lindenhurst Road and StoopviUe Road. Let's not 
exacerbate an already volatile situation. 

Thank you for your consideration. 

Cc: 
Carmine Fiseina, Safety Engineer, Federal Highway Administration 
Pat Beaudet, Chair, Sierra Club Southeast PA Cbapter 
Senator Arlen Specter 
Senator Rick Santorum 
U.S.Coogressman Mike fiQ:patrick 
Patrick Murphy 
Governor Ed RendeU 

Poge I ofl 
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SI:Bic Senator Joe Couti 
State Sc:nator Tommy Tomlinson 
State R.eprc:oentalive David Steil 
Mike Di3mond 
Sw.: Repcesentalivc Scott Petrl 
AJJen Biehler, Secretary ofTransport:alion 
Sta.tc Transport:alioo Commission c/o Hooonble Allen Biehler 
Deputy Secn:tary of Highway Administration 
William Laubach, PennDOT Bureau of Highway Safety & Traffic Engineering 
DVRPC Boord, c/o Honorable Thomas J. Guriek 
Barry Seymour, Executive Dircctor/DVRPC 
Dr. Don Sbanis, Deputy Executive Director/DV.RPC 
Regional Transponation Committee, c/o Bri.an Cucei3 
Region3.1 C~os Coaunittee, c/o Warren Strumpf<T 
James Cawley, Bllck.s CoiD!ty Commissioner 
Cbatlcs M3rtin, Bucks County Commissioner 
Sandra Miller, Bocks CoiDity Commissioner 
Lynn Bush, .Executive Director, Bucks Couaty Planning Commission 
Soulheastcm Bucks League of IVIW1ieipalitics, c/o SLeve Santarsiero 

Regional Traffic Planning Task Force members: George Komel.ulcy /Northampton Twp, PetJ::r 
P3.1csdna/Nonhamptoo T-wp, Dan R.anigan/Upper Makefield Twp, Bob West/Upper Makdield Twp, Rand 
JO$low/ Newtown Boro, Joe Hunter/Y~~rdley Boro, Chris Harding/Yardley Boro, 
Anne <;loren/Newtown Twp,Jcrry Scheulanan/Newtown Township, Jane Mag~~e!Wrightstown Twp, Ron 
Smith/Lower Makefield Twp, Greg Ciaola/Lower Makefield Twp 

Lower Makefield Townsbip ·Board of Supervisors 
Upper Makefield Township Board of Supervisors 
Ylll1iley Borough Council 
Newtown Borough Council 
Nonhampton Township Board of Supervisors 
Alan Harvison, Council Rock School Board President 
Mark Klein, Council Rock School Superintt;ndent 
Greg Lueidi, Pennsbury Scbool Board l'rc$ident 
Ralph N~~Xtolo, Pennsbury Scbool Superin!Dldent 
Assoeial.ed PTcss 
Therea K.atalinas, Bocks County Courier Times 
Brian Callaway, Intclligeneer 
Newtown Advance 
Jeff Werner, Yardley News 
Philo.delpbia Inquirer 
Trenton Times 
TrentonJQD 
Bristol Pilot 
Fox News 
CBS-KYW3 
Ch3MCI6 
Cbaonel 10 
Concerned Residents ofNcwtowo, c/o leo Dix 
R.R..T S. Metnbers~ip (mass ~>mail) • . • • • 
/..QIIIq-j.{flhh£/d ~tvllshlf' {!.;h'Z-6./J$ r;;i<Hja ~pm,ISS'i:" 
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R.R.T.S. 
Residents for Regional l:"raffic Solutions, Inc. 

PO Box285 
Newtown. PA 18940 

MEMORANDUM 

- - I 

TO: State Representative· David Steil and State Representative Scott Petri 
Assemblymen: 31 ot and 1781h Districts, respectively 

FROM: Susan Herman 
B.S. in Industrial Engineering (Penn State University) 
President of Residents for Regional Traffic Solutions, Inc. (R.R.T.S.) 

DATE: October 30, 2006 
. . 

RE: Regional Traffic Planning Task Force meeting of October 30, 2006 

As you know, Residents for Regional Traffic Solutions, Inc. is a major stakeholder in the Bucks 
Cormrv Regionql 7'rafflc Studv as outlined in lhe Request for Proposal developed and approved by 
the Regional Traffic Planning Task Force between I 1/29/04 and 3/31/05 (see official meeting 
minutes). The Request for Proposal {RFP), 3117/05 Scwe of Work Bucks Cormrv Regional 
Trame Studv , can be seen in Exhibit I. Our regional grassroots citizens group repres~ts well in 
excess of9,000 residents. Our concerns are outlined below: 

• The Delaware Valley Regional Planning Com.m.ission (DVRPC) and su!Kon.tractors 
must conduct lhe Bucks Callllt!l Re~onal Traffic Studv as outlined in the aforementioned 
3117105 Scope ofWork Buck,r Ca!Ditv Regionql Traffic Studv. · 

Residents are alarrn.ed that the DVRPC's Work Program Project description for the 
Bucks Cormrv Re~onal Traffic Studv (BCRTS),DOES NOT MIRROR OR CROSS 
REFERENCE the 3117105Scqpe of Work developed and approved in the public forum. 
This disrespects the democratic process. · · 

• Exhibit II is a 5/27/0S letter from Susan Hennan to John Coscia (Executive Director of 
the DVRPC) stating RRTS~s concern that the DVRPC deviated from the 

31l7/05 Scope o(Worlc in its Work Program project description. The letter states, "While 
I am disappointed that the DVRPC Boar<! did not change the Goals, Description and 
Tasks sections of PROJECT 6-43-x:n: Buc/cs Cormtv Re~onal Trqfftc Study (Exhibit I) 
as I requested, I have every expectation that DVRPC's staff will do what you, Mr. Shan is 
and the DVRPC Board promised at the 4128/05 meeting. You promised that' the intention 

~ '*11 
rft!~l t/ ~· IM' M V'P/ct.) 'lo/;sr 

fjpfr)_ : {1,()~ pfar~}:L:d_ Cll rfl<t:J. I!.CfXf )J$ WIU' SIVIj- -#>e. ~ml'k.frl... (/'f ~L )IJ"ft 
~hir :SZ dccv~ in add.J.f,tJ.., ~"Mi.$ /')?lj'(lort.tndvm-) 



of PROJECT 6-43-= is to perform·the more comprehensive work outlined in the 
3/JV05 Scope of Work: Buck,s Cowrtv Regional Traffic Studv (Exhibit JJ) in ~IS entirety. • 

• Mr. Dennis Winters, Regional Citizens Committee (RCC) Chairman, told the DVRPC 
Board that the RCC would be interested in k:oowing if there is any deviation from 
performing the work as outlined in the JIJ7105Scooe o(Work." 

• Exhibit ill is a 612105 letter from Susan Herman to John Coscia which states, "For more 
than four months, the RTPTF and PennDOT Harrisburg worked diligently and carefully 
along with R.R. T.S. and others in the community to finalize the 3/[7105 Scope of Wort 
for the Bud:s CountvRemonal Traffjc Studv that DVRPC staff has been assigned to 
perform. Enclosed are comments and studies that R.R. T.S. submitted to Mr. Bill 
Laubach (PennDOT, Harrisburg; Bureau ofHighway Safety and Traffic P;ngineering) 
and Mr. GaiY Hoffinan (Deputy Secretal)l for Highway Administration) during the 
cqmment period for the DraB Scope of Work. Although notall of R.R. T.S. 's comments 
were included in the final scope of work, Mr. Laubach assured me that he would be 
sending our ~mments (and the studies we provided) to the consultant who would be 
doing the study so that he/she would have a complete understanding of our concerns and 
the history we provided ... Note that I have sent this letter, along with a complete set of 
comments and studies, to both Mr. Don Shanis and Mr. John Ward." 

RRTS expects the DVRPC to clCiend the same courtesy to our organization that 
PennDOT Harrisburg was willing to extend when the plan was to use an independent 
consultant at PennDOT.Harrisburg to do the BCRTS. We expect the complete set of 
comm.ents and studies provided by RRTS to be taken into consideration. 

• We want to set the record straight regarding the DVRPC's 1988 Newrown Township 
T'raffic Study, one of the studies we submitted during the comment peiiod for the Draft 
RFP. In this stu4r..~e DVRPC studied the "Northern Bypass Alternative". Exhibit IV 
contains page #)if'WB!n the study. lt is a map titled "YEAR 2000 BJgllway Network! 
Northern llypa_u Sc-enario". We are alarmed that you have said, Representative Steil, 
that the Northern Bypass is something that "a supervisor suggested" and "it never went 
any further".* We find your misrepresentation of the Northern Bypass to be 
unacceptable. You state your opinion as though it is fact and !ruth, and this is 
irresponsible governance . 

.. bl . 
Page ~is an official map prepared by the DVRPC, the VERY agency conducting the 
Buck,s Cowrtv &gional Trqfflc Stu4y. As our Metropolitan Plllllll.ing Organization, it is 
the DVRPC's responsibility to do long range planning with a window of20 years. This 
means the Northern Bypass Scenario pictured on this map, or something similar, is still 
viable today. Residents expect the Task Force and DVRPC to include the 1988 Stridv in 
its work and acknowledge that the Noithem Bypass has been officially studied . 

.-raken from a 9/13106 Bucks County Courier Times article, 
Traffjcslwflesto oredate ctm!l!/en! rout§ ,dqfgn. 

r 

r 
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• Tonight RRTS is officially asking that the Task force and DVRPC accept another 
document for consideration when conducting the BCRTS. Exhibit V is our . 
I 0/20/05 Bud:s Countv Planning Commission Written Testimorry Submission for the 
FY2007 Stoopville Road Relwbilitation Proiect.Thls document gives the most 
comprehensive summaty ofRRTS's position on the traffic issue to date. It also explains 
why residents conclude that pieces of the North~ Bypass are being initiated by local 
governments, even though the project is not being openly discussed as a wliole. 

Page #8 of Exhibit V shows that the Sloopville Road Relwbililalion Project caJied for the 
"realignment and signalization of the intersection with Washington Crossing Road". The 
DVRP<::'s 1988 Studv said this about that VERY intersection, "To affect a northern , 
bypass via Stoopville Road, it is vital to tealign this intersection." (See Exhibit W , page 
6.) 

• Lastly, RRTS respectfully requests a copy of the RFP that the DVRPC. has given to any 
suiK:ontractor who is performing work for the Buck.y Cowzrv Regional Traffic Srudv. 

Very truly yours, 

President 

Cc: Carm.ine Fiscina, Safety Engineer, Federal Highway Administration 
Pat Beaudet, Chair, Sierra Club Southeast PA Chapter 
Senator Arlen Specter 
Senator Rick Santorum 
U.S.Congn:ssman Mike Fitzpatrick* 
Patrick Murphy 
Governor Ed Rendell * 
State Senator Joe Conti 
State Senator Tommy Tomlinson 
Milce Diamond 
Allen Biehler, Secretary ofTrnruportation* 
State Transpor1at:ion Commission c/o Honorable Allen Biehler 
Deputy Secretary of Highway Administration~!~" 
WHiiam Lauba<:b, PennDOT B=u of Highway Safety & Traffic Engineering,. 
DVRPC Board, c/o chairperson'*"" 
Barry Seymour, Executive Direetor/DVRPC* 
Don Shaois, Deputy Executive Director/DVRPC"* ..._ 
Regional TtllllSpOr1111iao Committee, c/o chairperson,... 
Regional Citizens Committee, c/o W~~~Jen Strumpfer 
James Cawley, Bucks County Commissioner 
Charles Martin, Bucks County Commissioner 
Sandra Miller, Books County Commissioner 
Lyon Bush, Executiva D~r. ~ucks County Planning Commission 
Southeastern Bucks League of Municipalities, c/o Steve Santaniero 



...-..c. - ----- ·-

Regional Traffic Planning Task Force members: Vincent Deon /Northampton Twp, Peter 
Palestina/Northalnpton Twp, Dan Rattigan!Upper Makefield Twp, Bob West/Upper Makefield. Twp, Rand 
Jaslow/ Newtown 'Soro, Joe Hunter/Yardley Boro, Chris Harding/Yardley Boro, 
Anne Goren/Newtown Twp, Jerry Schenkman/Newtown Twp~ Jane Magne/Wrightstown Twp, Ron 
Smitb/LowCT Makefield Twp, Greg Ciaola!Lower_Makefield Twp. 

Council Rock School Board President 
Council Rock School Superintendent 
Pennsbury School Board President 
Penmbury School Superintendent 
Associated Press 
Bucks Couoty-Courier Times 
Brian Callaway, lnte1ligencer 
Newtown Advanu 
JetfWemer, Yardley News 
Philadelphia lnquirer 
Treoton Times 
Trenton ian 
Bristol Pilot 

CB5-KYW3 
Cbannel6 
Cbanne!IO 
Fox News 
Concerned Residents of Newtown, c/o Jen Dix 
Lower Makefield Township Citizens Traffic Commission 
R.R. T.S. Membership (mass e-mail) 
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R~R.T.S. 
Residents for Regional Tr~ffic Solutions, Inc. 

Ms. Vicki Haug 
Administrative AssiS13Dt 
Upper Makefield Township 
1076 Eagle Road 
Newtown, PA 18940 

November 2, 2006 

Dear Ms. Haug, 

PO Box 285 
Newtown, PA 18940 

Ex. IS' 

As you know, I read the I 0/30/06 memorandum from Residents for Regional Traffic Solutions 
Inc. to State Representatives David Steil a_nd Scon Petri RE. Re(Jiona/ Traffic P/qnnWg Task 
Force meetin!f of October 30. 20061nto the public record at the Region a.! Traffic Planning Task 
Force meeting on October 30, 2006. After reading the memorandum, ·1 questioned where r could 
deliver the Eldlibits referenced in it, and you directed me to deliver them to you at the Upper 
M.ikefield Township building. 

Please accept my hand delivery today of tbe memorandum along with the accompanying 
Eldlibits. Note that this delivery consists of one 39- page document that contains the 4-page 
memorandum and 35 pages of Exhibits (includes a partial Exhibit V}, as well as, a complete 
Exhibit V document, which is a 79-page document entitled 10120/05 Bucks County Planning 
Commission Writte11 Testimony Submission for the FY2007 Stoopville Road Rehabilitation 
Proiect. 

Please enter the 39-page document and 79-page document into the public record as requested~ and 
agreed upon, at the 10/30/06 Regional Traffic Planning Task Foree meeting. 

Thank you. 



-----------------

R.R.T.S. 
Residents for Regional Traffic Solutions, Inc. 

Mr. Jerry Coyne 

PO Box285 . 
Newtpwn, PA 18940 

RRTSbuckspa5@aot.com 

ProJect Manager for the BucJc:s County Regional Traffic study 
Delaware Valley RegiOnal PlannJng Commission 
190 N. Independence Mall West 
Philadelphia, PA 19106-1520 

January 17, 2007 

RE: Public Open House for the Bucks County Regional Traffic Study 
Submission of Concerns 

Dear Mr. Coyne, 

Thank you for the opportunity Jo submit our concerns to you this evening regarding the BucJc:s 
County Regional Tralllc Study you are conducting for the Regional Traffic Planning Ti!!Sk Force. 
On behalf of the residents we represent, Residents for Regional Traffic Solutions, Inc. (RRTS) is 
submitting three (3) documents to you that concisely and clearly outline residents' concerns. The 
documents are: 

• 10/20105 Bucks County Planning Commission Wlitten Testimony Submission 
(79-pagc docurn~I5Ubmined by RRTS Ill '!>• FY2007 TIP round.) 

• 01/31/06 7-page letter from RRTS to State Representative David Steil and State 
Represenlative Scott Petri RE: Reglonel Traftfc' Ptannlng T;Aak Force 
meeting of January 30, 2008 

• 10/30/06 39-page letter from RRTS' to Slate Represenlatlve David sten and State 
Representative Scott Petri RE: Regional Traffic Planning Task Force 
m eeting of October 30, 2006 

We respectfully request that you address the serious concerns expressed In these 
documents. 

Thank you, again, for the opportunity to comment 

•cc: Carmine Fiscina, Safe!)( Engineer, Federal Highway Administration 
Pat Beaudet, Chair, Siena Club Southeast PA Chapter 
Senator Arlen Sp«rer 

'Note: iJdditlon.r wtrt' matU to tM dls.iribution list on thi3ftl~,. immediately ofiu tlu! Opett House and a revl$td lttte,.. 
with additions. was sent to Mr. Coyne, Regio1111/ Traffic Planm'ng Task Force membrn, and the pN!n. All othtrt on 
the distn'/mtion lin received the TIViud vanlon oftheletu: {R ?.i 317 '/t ~ .f$' 

/'~11~ 

r 
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Senator Robert Casey, Jr. 
U.S.Congressman Patrick Murphy 
Governor Ed Rendell 
State Seuator Charles Mcllhinney, Jr. 
State Senator Tommy Tomlinson 
State Representative David Steil 
State Representative Scott Petri 
Allen Biehler, Secrecuy of Transportation 
State Transportation Commission c/o Honorable Allen Biehler 
Richard Hogg, Deputy Secrecuy for Highway Administration 
William Laubacb, PennDOT Bureau of Highway Safety & Traffic Engineering 
Rina Cutler, District Executive, PeDDDOT District 6 
OVRPC Board; c/o JolUIIle Oenwonh, chair 
Bany Seymour, Executive Director/DVRPC · 
Don Shanis, Deputy Executive Dlrector/DVRPC 
RegiO~ Transportation Committee; c/o Catherine Popp-McDonougb, chair 
Regional Citizens Committee; c/o Warren Sttumpfer, chair 
James Cawley, Bucks County Commissioner · 
Charles Martin, Bucks County Commissioner 
Sandra Miller, Bucks County Commissioner 
Lynn Bush, Executive Director, Bucks County Planning Commission 
Bucks HUB Conference TMA 
Southeastern Bucks League of Mwllcipallties, c/o Steve Santarsiero 

Regional Traffic Planning Task Forea members: Vincent Deon /Northampton Twp, Peter 
Palestina/Nortbarnpton Twp, Dan Rattigan/Upper Makefield Twp, Bob Wesi/Upper Makefield Twp, Mark 
Craig/ Newtown Boro, Joe Hunter/Yardley Boro, Chris Harding/Yardley Bo.ro, 
Anne Goren/Newtown Twp, Jerry Schenkman/Ncwtown Twp., Jane Magnc/Wrightstown Twp, Ron 
Smith/lower Makefield Twp, Greg CiaoWLower Makefield Twp. 

Lower Makefield Township Board of Supervisors 
Upper Makefield Township Board of Supervisors 
l'fewtown Township Board of Supervisors 
Wrightstown Township Board of Supervisors 
Northampton Township Board of Supervisors 
Yardley Borough Council 
Newtown Borough Council 
Lower Makefield Township Citizens Traffic Commission 
Co~il Rock School Board President 
Council Rock School Superintendent 
Pennsbury School Board President 
Pennsbury School Superintendent 
Associated Press · 
Bucks County Courier Times 
Brian Callaway, Iotelligencer 
Newtown Advance 
JeffWemer, Yardley News 
Philadelphia Inquirer 
Trenton Times 
Trenton ian 
Bristol Pilot 

CBS-KYWJ 
Channel6 
ChanneiiO 
Fox News 
Concerned Residents of Newtown, c/o Jen Oix 
R.R.T.S. Membership (mass e-mail) 



R.R.T.S. 
Residents for Regional Traffic Solutions, Inc. 

PO Box285 
Newtown, PA 18940 

RRTSbuc:kspaS@aol.com 

MEMORANDUM 

TO: State Representative David Steil and Stale Representative Scott Petri 
Assemblymen: 3 I" and 178,. Districts, respectively 

Mr. Jerry Coyne Delaware Valley Regional Planning Commission (DVRPC), 
Project Manager, Bucks County .Regional Traffic Study 

Mr. Bill Laubach PennDOT, Bun:au of Highway Safety and Traffic Engineering 

FROM: Sue Herman B.S. in Industrial Engineering (Penn State University) 

6 . 17 

President, Residents for Regional Traffic Solutions, Inc. (RRTS) 

JanuaJy 29. 2007 

R£: Timing of the Ugbts oa lbe Newtown Bypass 

Dear Represenllltivo Steil, Represenllltive Petri, Mr. Coyne and Mr. Laubach, 

Thank you for your c:ontinued efforts to resolve the timing problem with the lights on the Newtown Bypass 
:md to design !I model that make$ ·the Bypass at last functional. Having been involved in regional 
tr11nsportation issues during the past 7 years, red flags arose for RRTS at the well-received Bucks County 
Regional Traffic Study Public Open House held on January 17,2007. Our c:onct'TnS follow: 

• The graphs presenfect at the Traffic Signal ERba.ncemeotlnitlatlve (TSEI) stmon showed the 
AvtJBgc Travel Speed on tho Bypass to be quito low. The graphs also showed the Posted Speed 
Limit on the Bypass to be 4S niilcs per hour (mph). 

• It is our belief that the speed limit on the Newt.own Bypass is 55 mph, with the exception of the 
small segment po$11X14S mph in Lower Makefield Township near the intersection of 1-95. 

. . 
• Exhibit I contains excerpts from tbc FebllUilY 2000 NewJqWal Lqwy Mqkefleld Tqwnshlo 7'ruc.t 

Restrlafon Sooly conducted by Penn DOT District 6. The third page oftbis Exhibit states: 

" ... 71te imprUIIements listed below are recommended to mitigate tiHl types of accidents that occur 
on the Newtown IJy..pcw: 

D Synchronize the traffic signals to provide better progression a/through traffic on the 
New(awn /Jy-piJS$. 

1:1 Post the speed limit to reinforce the 55 MPH speed limit. 

a Replace missing signs and bent pests." 



• 

-··-~·---·~ 

• The sixth page of Exhibit I states this in the S«tion entitled ' 'Tnffic Speed3 ": "The spud limit 
on the Newtown By-pass, from Durham Ro<td (Routtt 4 I 3) to /nterstate-95, is not postttd. The 
speed limit, therefore, is assumed to beSS MPH ... " 

• A review of the complete Feb!\18l}' 2000 Newtown/ Lower Makefield Townshio Truck Restriction 
&:!!!!y_ (conducted by PennDOT District 6), reveals that the Newtown Bypass is the only road in the 
Study where "most vehicles travel at speeds below the legal speed limit". On the other roads 
studied, it was found that "most vehicles travel at speeds above the posted speed limit". • 

• In Exhibit n, a November 15, 2000 letter from Representative Steil to Marcy Conti • SUBJECT: 
Your letter October27, 2000, RepresentatiVe Steil states: "As you are aware, under Pennsylvania 
law, any road not postedwilh a speed limit sign is limited to SS mph It would be the 
responsibility oft he municipality to post those signs on the by-pass should they choose to 'do so. " 

• For years, RRTS haS infonned politicians and agencies that travelers on the Newtown Bypass arc 
confused as to wbat ihe speed limit is, because it is not Jl!lsled. Unfortwlalely, our concerns fell on 
deaf can. Perhaps driver confusion is a contn'bulor to the low Average Travel Speed documented 
in the TSEI. 

In summary, It is our belief that the s ucccs.• of the tim~g e ffort will totally be a bout what travel 
speed the Ug b ts a re timed for. 

1.) What travel~ wiU the ligbis be timed for? 

2.) Is it going to be 50 mph, so as to maximize the use of the Newtown Bypass from a 
functionality standpoint? 

3.) Will you post signs alol\g the Bypass on.ce the lights are timed, to infonn the public as to 
what speed the lights are timed for? 

4.) wnryou recommeod ltiat NeWtown TownShip retime tho iights every 3 to s yem, to 
en<Ure eootlnued optimal progression of through lraffic on the Bypass? 

S.) Since the Newtown Bypass was built using S23 million taxpayer dollm, will you recommend 
improving this tacility by =ating overpasses to eventually replace the many traffic signals? 

We eagerly await signal timing on the Newtown Bypass and ask that your responses to the above concerns 
be incorporat.e\f in the end-February report scheduled in the DVRPC's 0 Ill 0(2007 Bucg County Regional 
Traffic Shlrlv Proiecl Time/in& 

• The other roads studied war: Lindenhunt RO (posted <peed limit- 40 mph), Stoopville RO (posted speed 
limit -4S mph), Swamp RO (posw! speed limit- 4S mph tram the NewtOwn Bypass to the Newtown 

Township line), Owtuw RO {posted speed limir - 4S mpb), and Newtown-Ricllboro RO ~ed speed 
limit- 4S mph from the Newtown Bypass to lhc Neshaminy Cree~). 

Cc: Clllll)ine Fiscina, Safety Engineer, Federal fligjlway Adminislnlion 
Pat Bcwdet, Chair, Sic:rTll Club Southe3SI PA Chapter 
Senator Arlen Specter 



Seoa1or Robert Casey, lr. 
U.S.CongressllUlD Plllridc Murphy 
Governor Ed Rendell 
State Senalor Charles Mcllhinney, Jr. 
State Senator Tommy Tomliosoo 
Allen Biehler, S~ ofTrnospot1Jilion 
Slate Trnosportalion Commission <fo Honorable Allen Bichler 
Richard Hogg. OepU1y Scc:retary for Hlg.hway Adm!nistrarion 
Rina Cutler; Disirict Executive, Penn.OOT District 6 
DVRPC Board; <fo Joanne Dcnwortb, clWr 
Sorry Seymour, Executive DirectorfDVRPC 
Don SbMis, Oepul)' Executiye Dircotor/D~ 
Regional Transporuition Committee; <fo C~erine Popp-McDonough. chair 
Regjoual Citizens Comminee;'<io Wam:n SltUmpfer, chiir 
lsmcs Cawley, Bucks Counly Commissioner 
Charles Martin, Bucks Counl)' Commissioner 
Sandra Millor, Bucks County Commissioner 
Lynn Bush, Executive Director, Bucks Counl)' Plarulin& Commission 
B~~eks HUB Confttwce :r¥1\ 
Soulhcastcm Bucks ~e ofMunicipalitics, <lo Steve Santarsiero 

Regional Tnaflic Planning Tuk Force members: Vincent Dean /Northamplon Twp, Pctor Pe.lestinlliNorlhompton 
'l'wp, Dan IWtigm/Uppa Makefiel(l Twp, Bob West/Upper Makefield Twp. Mark Craig/Newtown Born, Joe 
Hunt.cr/Yardley Boro, Chris Harding/Yardley Bora, 
Anne Goren/Newtown Twp,Jerry Sdlcnkman/Ncwtown Twp., Jane Magn</Wrightstown Twp, Ron Smith/Lower 
Makefield Twp, Grce Ciaolo!Low..- Malctficld Twp. 

Lower Malceficld Township Boord ofSupavisors 
Upper Malcefield Township Board of Supervisors 
Newtown Township Board of SuP.CfVISOrs 
WrightstOwn To\Ynship Board of Supervisors 
Northampton Township Board of Supervisor$ 
Yardley Borough CouncU 
Newtown Borough Council 
Lower Malcefield Township CitiZCIS Tmffie Commission 
Council Rode School Board President 
Council Roclc School Superintendent 
Pc:nnsbury Scliciol ao.nt ""'sident 
Pennsbury School Superintendent 
Associ3tcd Press 
Buclcs CoW11)' Couri« T'uncs 
Brian Calla'Way, Inll:lligcncer 
Newtown Advance 
J0ffWcrncr, Y..dlqNcws 
PhiladelphiA Inquirer 
Trenmn'n~ 
Ttemonian 
Bristol Pilot 
CBS-KYWJ 
Channel 6 
ChMncliO 
Fox News 
Concerned Resident• ofNcwtown, c/o len Dix 
R.R. T.S. M=berahlp (mass e-mail) 

r 
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' R.lt.T.S. . ' 

Residents for Re·gl9f:l~l traffic Solutions, Inc. 
PO·BoX285 

Newtqwn, PA 18940 
RRTSbuckspaS@aol.c:Om 

TO: - Lower Makefield Township (LMT} Board of Supervisors 

- LMT Citizens TraiTk: Commission 

FROM: Sue Hennan 
B.S. in lndul!trial Engineering (Penn State University) 
President, Residents for Regional Traffic Solutions, Inc. (RRTS} 

March 30,_2007 

1£><. JK 

RE: Request your attendance at the Delaware Valley Regional Planning 
Commission (DVRPC) Public Open House for the 
Bucks County Regional Traffic study (BCR'TS) " • 

~'JJ.~v>_· · ·:·' ,_4}'' ~ 4jll \1\lltt' . ~It II . 

Dear ~r~i¥1~. Mr. Ja~. Mr. Slllin~rp&'. M"~~siero, M~ halk, and members of the '?X , 
LMT Cl~e9s Traffic Commission, tJ,~ (ji /~ ('lfu .., e_:p) L.A 11{11) 1"{it /ifu,'f( '1/tt) 1 ~"(fA 
~ "f/1) ~ ~4 ~{Yit )

1 
~ (t/ftl) J ~fd:j_, {JI{tl) I ~qfl) ~ 

RRTS respectfully requests that you attend the DVRPC's Pub!lc Open House for the BCRTS on • 
Thursday, April 26, 2007 from 6PM - 9PM at Charles Boehm Middle School, 866 Big Oak Road, 
Yardley, PA Your attendance will give much-needed support to residents who have been 
fighting for years to restore sanity to Lindenhurst RD. 

At the 3/29/07 meeting of the Regional Traffic Planni'ng Task Force (RTPTF): 
• Irene Koehler, past president of lindenhurst Homeowners Assoc., read a Bucks County 

Courier Times Letter to tl:le Editor into the public reoord. Although written years ago, this 
letter accurately describes the volatile conditions that persist on Lindenhurst RD today: 

"Speeding trucks on Lindenhurst Road are·menace to. school children 
I am a.school bus driver and 1 traverse Lindenhurst Road every day, three times in 
the morning and twice In the evening. The sltualfon wHh the large truck$ on that 
road must change before we have a tragic accident. On March 17, while waiting on 
Lindenhurst Road to make a left tum onto Hillside, I was nearly rear-ended by a 
stone truck whose only excuse was excessive spead ••• There w&re 60 children on 
that bus -all under 9 years of age. This is not an Isolated incident. Frequently 
these trucks blast their hams at me because I'm slowing down to make a tum, with 
my signal on, and they want me to move faster because they're going too fast to 
s~op ... Bafore there is an unimaginable tragedy, the parents of these children must 

·force sonia positive action regarding this outrageous behavior. Think about it: 23 
tons of stone plowing into 60-plus children- their childre!l. 

Mary Foose, Morrisville" {See complete letter, Ex. I) 



Jay Roth, engineer consultant to the DVRPC, presented a s~s~eet filled' engineering 
and Traffic Study Elements Summarv Matrix -Revised 311212007 {Ex. II). Data for the 16 
Key Roadways in the'BCRTS YiaS liSted in columns headed: Average Dally Trame, 
Traffic Composition, Report<jble Crash History, Reportable Crash' History Composition, 
Prevailing Traffic Speed and Horizontal & Vertical Alignment Per Mr. Roth, (1) a 
reportable crash Is where someone has to be removed from the scene or taken to the 
hospital, or a car/ vehicle has to 'be towed from the scene and {2) tilEr Reportable Crash 
History Composition column reflects what percentage of the crashes involve the large 
truCks. 

These statistics do not take into account near-misses, or unreported incidents. Nor is 
there any statistical way to record the negative impact the heavy volume of truck traffic, 
traveling at high speeds through residential areas, has on the daily lives of the people in 
these communities. 

• Sue Herman stated that many parentS along Worthington MilV Stoopvllle/ Lindenhurst 
Roads drive their children to and from school, rather ttian risk them getting hit by a truck 
while waiting at the bus stop. She stated that few children use the Undenhurst RD bike 
path provided by the township, because of the close proximity of the speeding trucks. 

• Claudia Fountaine, Undenhurst RO resident, stated that residents are being terrorized on 
a daily basis by having to pun over, speed up or ·dodge trucks that are going too fast to 
stay il'l their own lane on a curve, or looming up behind them at alarming speeds when 
they are stopped at an intersection. There is also the ever present danger of a child 
attempting to cross Undenhurst RD and a truck not being able to stop in lime.• 

• Jerry Coyne ( BCRTS Project Manager) stated that neither Pennsbury nor Council Rock 
School OiWicts nor municipal police departments have. records of reported m~ar-misses 
on the roadways being studied. Residents question why there 1$ no record of the 
reported near-misses outlined In RRTS's 2/6104 letter to State Representative David Steil 
REt Regional Traffic Problems 

{1) Request to reject the stoopville RD Rehabilitation Prolect 
(2) NEAR MISSES/ ROAD RAGE caused by mismanagement of minor 

re&idential collector roads {See Ex. Ill) 

The school distri¢> are aware of the potential ror a serious accident along Worthington 
MiiV Stoopvmel Lindenhurst Roads, as evidenced by Ex. IV, Communications that focus 
on lhfl/raffic safetv crisis and involve Pennsburv Sctloo/ District and !he Grey Nun 
Academy. and Ex. V, Communications that fociJs on the fralfjc safety crisis and involve 
lh11 CouncH Rock school district ... 

• Anne Goren, Newtown Township supervisor, desaibed the Apn11999 incident wh8fe a 
loaded quarry truck swerved onto a fr9nt lawn to avoid hitting a C9Uncil Rock school bus 
filled with klds that was stopped at the bus stop at the comer of Lindenhurst RO and 
Amber Drive. She emphasized that it is not just the frequency of potential accidents that 
we should focus on, but the severity of the potential accidents -that the April1999 
Incident could have been catastrophic. 

• Consider lllat, per Ex. II, tl>e Previ!llillg Traffic Speed on Llndenhul1it RD is 48 miles perho<Jr, anp 
a loaded quany truck weighs 80,000 pouclds • 

... Some communic3tions arc taken from a document enlitled 

13(31'! 
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Pete Palestina, Northampton Township supervisor, stated that when such an accident 
happens, the insurance company is paying a lot more out · 

Sue Hennan, once again, showed RRTS's Traffic Flow Map (Ex. VI} to the RTPTF. She 
reiterated that there are more than 155 access points, most residential driveways, along 
the heavily residentially developed route comprised of Worthington MiiV Stoopville/ 
Lindenhurst Roads (well in excess of .9,000 residents live along this 9. 7 mile circuitous 
route that ends at the Newtown Bypass, just X mile from 1-95}. She stated that according 
to the Institute for Transportation Engineers, ·control of access is among the most 
influential geometric aspects alfecting crash frequency on the highway system: 

Sue Herman stated that residents expect BCRTS final recommendations to provide for 
safe pedestrian and bicycle travel on the roads, as this is a goal in the OVRPC's 2030 
Long Range Plan and the DVRPC's Regional Safety Action Plan. 

In a 11/14/02 Yardley News article [RE: LMT Board meeting where supervisors voted 
unanimously to take back the LMT portion of Lindenhurst RD from the State to expedite better 
control of traffic), Dr. Bruce Johnson, previous long-time principal of Pennsbury's Quarry Hill 
Elementary School, was quoted as saying, "We take a chance every day when we put hundreds 
of kids from Afton, Quarry Hill and the Grey Nun Academy on the buses up there either coming to 
school or going home. It's just a matter of time. We need to take this issue into our own hands 
and do what we need to do ... we have to take back the road.· (Ex. IV, pg. 18) Please take the 
time to view the enclosed CD-ROM (Ex. VII) and accompanying commentary (Ex. VIII). The 
CD-ROM contains 3 videos entitled Bypassing the Bypass, CBS!KYW 3 Newscast-aired on 
61&'03, and Truck Danger on Worthington Mt71 Road. • 

Now is the time to implement the proposed traffic·calming measures along Lindenhurst and 
Stoopville Roads and follow through on making the Newtown Bypass function optimally by 
(1) making the lights traffiC responsive, with the goal being to move traffic as efficiently as 
possible and (2) ensuring that the traffic responsive light system is continuously monitored and 
maintained, to keep the Bypass functioning optimally. These measures are relatively simple and 
inexpensive, compared to the horrifiC consequences and possible lawsuits that could occur if they 
are NOT done. We know the LMT Board of Supervisors and Citizens Traffic Commission do not 
want this. Please come speak up at the April 26, 2007 Pubfic Open House. 

• The C().4'l0M was &ani ONLY to Ron Sm~h (Chaifman. UIT Board of Supervisors) and Gary Gin\an (Chaltm3n. 
lMT Citizens Traffic Commission). OYer the yurs, many olhe<$ receMng this tettar have been provided or ..,.,n the 
C().4'l0M, as part of RRTS's oral ar>d written testimonies lor the Tran.spollatiol1 Improvement Program (TlP) or wllen 
RRTS has presented a in the public forum • 

• tl-ll€ij(.Carrnine fiS<:ina, Safety Engineer, Federal Highway Administrntion 
'{-1'>- X Par Beaude~ Choir, Sierra Club Southeast PA Chapter 
'f-1-a. jl~Senator Arlen Speetet 

/L i/;a-~Senator Robert Casey, Jr. 
•~C.. .S.Congn:ssman Palrick. MurphyX 

~.IZ.~ -1/GovemorEdRendei)X 
lf·ll- X State Senaror Chllfles Mcllhinncy. Jr. 
lf"f-yi, State Senator Tommy Tomlinson 

J/!111>-... I!L- t/ /II Allen Biehler. Secretary ofTr.nsporlalion_)( 
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· R.R.T.S. 
Residents for Regional :Traffic Solutions, Inc. 

POBoJC285 
NIIWtown. PA 18940 

' IUU'SbucbpaS@aol.corn 

Mr. J!IIT)' Coyne . 
Pro}ect ManegerfOr the Budai~ Reglonlll Tralllc.S!udy 
~Valley Reg~ Planlllng Comml$alon (OVRPC) 
190 N. Independence Mall West . 
Pl\iladelpl\la, PA 191()8.f520 

April26, 2007 

RE: Public ()pen Moo-. fot tbt Baclla County ~nal Tlaffta Study (8cRTS) 
Sutmlsafon of Con- JWS 

Dear Mr. Coyne. 

Thank you fllr tlie oppcil1ltnily 1D submit !lUI' COi IClli •410 you this everlng 1611&dillll the BCRTS 
you ana cot)du~forthe Regional Tra(IIC Plani>lng T..sk Force; On beh!llf.dtha reskfenll.- . 
~ Restdentl b' Reglonll Ttalllc ~Inc. (RRTS]Is. 8Uilmllllrlg . . ·• . , . 
IW!O {2r lt8ms ID yciU 'tliat co :I Itt/ and ~ oudlnit·lhe liOialile pubic ldily~.lllilt ~On 
~~ald~ Mllillcacls: . . ' ·' . 

. -. 
(1) 03l3lJIOT ~lllltlalrflamRRT&ID~UijotilekiT=:~ 

lbnf ot ~ l4'ld UIT Cltzentl TtdiC : 
Q: Rtqutlityour..._..,_ .tlhe [4121M17J OVRPC '-'*drMP· 
Houle tor lie Bucb Cc!wdY.R.tglonal Tidlc ~. (ElltllblA) 

(2) . 13 minutD long ~OM that contains 3 vicleos entblecl eT'U100 

IJ!t 'bPf!M CBS//CtW3 f.lflw8cgt- Wed M fit'&$, and IJJJG!! . 
Dtnql(ga WMtltkJptm Mil Rpld (E.idllblt B) 

~-
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R.R.T.S. 
Residents for Regional Traffic Solutions, Inc. 

PO Box 285 
Newtown, PA 18940 

RRTSbuckspa5@aol.com 

Lower Makefield Township Citizens Traffic Commission 
c/o Gary Gilman, Chairman -
1100 E!fgewood Road 
Yardley, PA 19067 

May 21,2007 

RE: Traffic Safety Concerns on Lindenhurst Road and Stoopville ROad 

Dear Mr. Gilman, Ms. Torbert, Mr. Weaner, Mr. CQhn, Ms. Herman, Mr. Davino, Mr. McClish, 
Mr. Dixson, Ms. Sherk and Mr. Santarsiero, · 

Thank you for the opPortunity to come before you this evening. On behalf of the residents we 
represent, Residents ~Regional Traffic Solutions, Inc., also known as RRTS, is submitting this 
document to you - it explains the hazardous traffic conditions that exist on Lindenhurst and 
Stoopville Roads. The majority of Lindenhurst RD, wft!1 the exception of the intersections at both 
ends, lies within Lower Makefield Township (LMT), as does a small portion of the southern end of 
Stoopville RD. 

As you know, it has been an ongoing battle for residents to improve traffic safety on Lindenhurst 
and Stoopville Roads. Over the years, we have observed a relentless pressure in the regiOn to 
upgrade thesa roads from the current Funcjional Classification of "collector road" to the 
Functfonal Classification of ·arterial highway". As we speak, PennDOT District 6 is in the 
•stall-mode" on the Lindenhurst Road Traffic Calming Project, Phase I - refusing to grant LMT the 
Highway 'Occupancy Permit needed to begin construction. There is no excuse. Residents 
queaUon whether - once agaJR.- there is ~lltlcal interference. above the level of
Board of supervisors, designed to 'thwart efforts to calm tramc on Lindenhurst 
RD. . . 

Residents wonder whether lindenhurst Traffic· Calming is being intentionally held up, pending the 
promised end-June recommendations from State Representative Dave Steil's RegionafTraffic 
Planning Task Force (RTPTF). We wonder whether RepreSentatiVe Steil's RTPTF will have the 
audacity to recommend AGAINST traffic calming on lindenhurst, a heavily residentially 
developed road with an inordinately high volume of truck traffic. Truckers and other traffic 
developed the bad habit of using Lindenhurst ~oad to literally bypass the Ill-functioning Newtown 
Bypass, en route to 1-95. Lindenhurst is part of a 9.7 mile circuitous residential route that has in 
excess of 9,000 residents living along it and more than 155 access points, most residential 
driveways. Per the Delaware Valley Regional Planning Commission (DVRPC), tfle 
" Prevailing Traffic Speed" on lindenhurst Road Is an insane 48 miles per hourJ• 

• This data was taken from a spreadsheet ~!led 
Revised 3112/20()7. Jay Roth, 
the 3129107 meeting of the Regi9f\81 Traffic Planning 

.. ,, 



We are submitting live (5) items that ouUine our volatile public safety issue and the worl< 
residents and RRTS have d9ne in an effort to improve conditions. l11e items also provide a 
history of mismanagement of roadways in the region. Included are: 

• 04126/07 

• 04126/07 

• 04/26/07 

• 01/17/07 

letter from RRTS to Jerry Coyne, OVRPC Project Manager for the 
Bucks County Regional Trafflc Study RE: Public Open House for the 
Bucks County Regional Traffic Study (BCRTS}, Submission of 
Concerns 

1 0-page Bucks County Regional Traffic Studv Sign-In Sheet for 
the 04126/07 Public Open House (copy provided by Jerry Coyne, 
DVRPC) 

58 pages of citizen surveys filled out at the 04126/07 
Public Open House for the Bucks County Regional Traffic Study 
(copies provided by Jerry Coyne, OVRPC) 

letter from RRTS to Jerry Coyne, OVRPC Project Manager for the 
Buclcs County Reoional Traffic Studv 
RE: Public Open House for the Bucks County Regional Traffic 
Study, Submlselon of Concerns 

• 1971-08/30/06 28-page document tiHed yme/lne of Truck Traffic Issues in the 
Central Bucks CountvArea, compiled by Residents for Regional 
Traffic Solutions, Inc. (RRTS) 

A reviE!W of the citizen survey sheets from the 04126/07 Public Open House shows that the 
follov.ilng comment appears time and again: 

"Now Is the time to implement the proposed traffic calming measures along lindenhurst and 
Stoopvilfe Roads and follow through on making the Newtown Bypass function optimally by 
(1} making the lights traffic responsive, with the goal being to move traffic as efficienUy aa 
possible and (2) ensuring that the traffic responsive light system is continuously monitored and 
maintained, to keep the Bypass functioning optimally. l11ese measures are relatively simple and 
ineiciieii'sive, coinpilr'eo to thlll\6rrifiC consequences and poSsible lawsuits that could occur if they 
are liiOT done." 

We hope you agree that these measures are long overdue and needed to ensure that traffic using 
lindenhurst and Stoopville Roads travels in e manner consistent with the residential land use 
adjacent to them. We hope you can help us restore sanity to traffic conditions along these roads. 

Thank you for your consideration. 

Cc: C"'!"in~ Fiscina. Safety Engineer, f'cd~ral Highway Administration 
Pal Beeudct, Chair, Sicmo Club SoUiheast PA Chapter 
Scnlltor Arfcn Spcaer 
Senator Roben Casey, Jr. 

(~ 
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U.S.CongteS$lllM Patrick Murphy 
Governor Ed Rendell 
Slllle Senator Charles Mcllhinney, Jr. 
Swe Senator Tommy Tomlinson 
Allen Biehler, Secretary of Transportation 

--------

Slllle Tn1nsporWion Commission c/o Honorable Allen Biehler 
Richard Hogg. Ocw'Y Secretary for Highway Adminbira!ion 
Bill Laubach; PeiiiiDOT. Buteau of Highway Safe!)' and Tndlic Englneuing 
Slllte Rcpmenllllive David St.r:il 
State Representative Scott Petri 
Rina Cutler; District Executive, P,ennDOT District 6 
DVRPC Board; do Joanne D<:nworth, chair 
Bany Se)'m9)ll'. Executive Oin:ctoriOVRPC 
Don Shan is, Deputy Executive Dir=tOriOVRPC 
Jcny Coyne, DVRPC 
Regional T121Up0rtalion Committee; c/o Catherine Popp-McOonough, chair 
Regional Clti=s Commltlce; c/o Wanen Strumpfer, chair 
James Cawley. Bucks Couoty Commissioner 
Charles Millin, Bucks Couoty Commissioner 
Sandra Miller, Bucks Couoty Commissioner 
Lynn Bush, Executive Director, Bucks County P!Jinning Commission 
SouthC3$tem Bucks League ofMunieipalitics, c/o Steve Santarsiero 

Regional Traffic Planning Task Force members: Vincent Oeon /Nonbampton Twp, Peter Palestina/Nonbampton 
Twp, Dan Ratli&an!Upper Makefield Twp, Bob WC$1/Upper Makefield Twp, Mark Craia/ Newtown Boro.Ioc 
HuntcrNardley Boro, Chris Hatdin&fYOldley Boro, 
Anne 9orcn/Newtown Twp,lcny Schenkman/Newtown Twp.,Jane Magne/Wrightstowa Twp, Ron Smith/Lower 
Malccficld Twp, <;;reg CiiDiall.ower Malccfield Twp. 

Low~ Makefield Township Board of Supervisors 
UJiper Makefield Township Board ofSupervi$01'$ 
Newtown Township Board ofSuperviso.s 
Wrightstown Towns&ip Board of Supervisors 
Nonbampton Township Board of Supervisors 
Yardley Borough Council 
Newtown Borough Council 
Deb Wathspress 
Mill Maloney 
Jay'Sensibaugh 
Oeonis Fisher 
Mike Gallagher 
BobCiervo 
Council Rock School Board President 
Council Rock School SUpcrint.enden~ 
Pennsbwy School Board President 
Pcnnshury Scb!>ol Superint.r:ndent 
A.ssoeialed Press 
Bucks Counl)' Courier Times 
lnt.r:lligencer 
Newtown Advance 
Yardley News 
Phlllldclphia Inquirer 
Trenton Times 
Trentonian 
Bristol Pilot 
CB5-KYW3 
Channcl6 
Channc!IO 
Fox News 
Concerned Residents of Newtown, c/o len Dix 
R.R. T.S. Membersbfp (mass •·mail) 
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R.R.T.S. 
Residents for Regional Traffic Solutions, Inc. 

PO Box285 
Newtown, PA 18940 

RRTSbuckspaS@aol.com 

MEMORANDUM 

TO: State Representative David Steil and State RepresentaUve Scott Petri 
Assemblymen: 31" end 178m Dlstricls, respectively 
CHAIRMEN, Regional Traffic Planning Task Force• 

Non-Chair members of the Regional Traffic Planning Task Force• 

Jerry Coyne 
Project Manager for the Bucks County Regional TraffiC study 
Delaware Valley Regional Planning Commission (DVRPC) 

FROM: Sue Hennen 
B.S. in Industrial Engineering (P.enn State University) 
President; Residents for Regional Traffic Solutions, Inc. (RRTS) 

May 30,2007 

RE: Reiterate Necessity for Traffic Calming·on Lindenhurst/ Stoopvllle Roads; 
5/30/07 Regional Traffic Planning Task Force Meeting 

Dear State Representative Steil, State Representative Petri, Mrs. Goren, Mrs. Magne, and 
Messrs. Deon, Palestina, Rattigan, West, Craig, Hunter, Harding, Schenkman, Smith, Caiola and 
Coyne, 

Tonight we reiterate that residents expect the Bucks CouhtvReaioaa/ TraffiC Sludy{BCRTS) and 
Regional Traffic Planning Task Force {RTPTF) to recommend that Traffic Calming be 
implemented immediately on heavily residentially-developed Undenhurst and Stoopville Roads. 

As you are well aware, there Is a volatile public safety Issue on these minor residential Collector 
Roads. The spreadsheet in Exhibit I {tilled Enafneerinq and Traffic Studv Elements, Summarv 
Matrix Revised 311212007. presented by DVRPC's engineer consultant at the 3f2g/07 RTPTF 
meeting) states that the "Prevailing Traffic Speed' on Lindenhurst and Stoopville Roads is 48 
miles per hour and 53 miles per hour, respectively. These unacceptably high speeds must be 
lowered, especially in light of the inordinately high volume of truck traffic in our region from the 
four {4) SWamp Road quarries.·• 

"R(Ij!lonal Tnrfllc Ploonlng Task Forca; Chairmen : Stale Rep. David Ste~. State Rep. Scott Petri Membenl: V1ncent 
Oeon & Peter Palestina/Northampton T wp, Oan Rattigan & Bob Westiupper Makefield Twp, Mark Crai9f Newtown 
Borough, Joe Hunter & Chris Harding/Yasd!ey Borough. Al1ne Goren & Jeny Scllenkman/Newtown TWp, Jane 
MagneM'righll>town T\Np. Ron Smith & Greg CaiolallDwor Mak'efleld Twp. 

-see EX. II, RRTS T111ffic Flow Map ond low<!r Ma~efield Township letter RE: Quany Truck RoutH ,1/P/ 
;~ 1!3'1' 



-----------------------------------------------

• You are aware of the all too frequent near-misses between school buses, school children 
and quarry Uucks on lindenhurst and Stoopville Roads. 
(See Ex. Ill. 216104 lettef" from RRTS to Representative Steil RE: Regional Traffic Problems: 
Request to reject the Stoopvilla RD Rehabilitation Pro/ect: NEAR MISSES/ ROA.O RA.GE 
caused by mismanagement of minor residential collector roads) 

• You are aware of the bus driver's Letter to the Editor that ran in the Bucks County Courier 
Times, a bone-chilling letter accurately describing the volatile conditions that persist on 
Lindenhurst Road today. (See Ex. IV) 

• The school districts are aware of the potential for a serious accident along Worthington 
Mill, Stoopville and Lindenhurst Roads. 
(See Ex. V. CommunlgaHons /11at focus on the traffic safely crisis Bnd jnvofvs Pennsburv School 
Dls/r1ct and the Groy Nun Academy. and Ex. VI. eommunications that focus on tha tmffic §!!fetv 
crisjs and jnyolva the Counc11 Rock School District. • ) 

In addition to the correspondence in Exhibits V and VI, superintendents and school board 
presidents have received numerous more-current written communications from RRTS 
and oral testimony delivered in the public forum. 

• You are aware of the enclosed CO-ROM which contains 3 videos titled BYPassing the 
Bypass, CBsn<YW 3 Newscast (eired on 6/5oU3), and Truck Danger .en Worthington Mill 
Road. We showed the RTPTF the abridged version of the Bypassing the Bypass video 
at Its 1,129/04 meeting. We have shown the abridged version to DVRPC staff and 
provided them with the full CD-ROM on numerous occasions, as part of testimony for the 
Transportation Improvement Program. 

• You are awara thal .. 

... many parents drive their children to and from school, rather thari risk them 
getting hit by a truck while waiting at the bus stop . 
... few people walk or bike on the Lindenhurst Road bike path provided by the 
township, because of the close proximity of speeding trucks . 
... no one walks or bikes along Stoopville Road because of the close proximity of 
speeding trucks . 
... residents are being terrorized on a daily basis. 

We hope you will reread this letter and view the accompanying CD-ROM in its entirety, so there is 
no mistaking ')'lhy it is only a matter of time before a horrifiC accident occurs on lindenhurst or 
Stoopville Roads. This letter, the CO-ROM (Ex. VII) and CD-ROM Commentary (Ex. VIII) have 
been mailed to each of you via Certified Mail with a Return Receipt 

We want you to know that residents will no longer tolerate being terrorized on a daily basis, nor 
will we tolerate Lindenhurst or Stoopville Roads l!eing upgraded to a higher Functional 
Classification- an apparent longstanding, self-interested, political agenda for many in the region. 
Residents are ready and willing to work at every level, up to and including the Federal 
government, in order to obtain the desperately-needed Traffic Calming for these roads. We hold 
our Metropolitan Planning Organization (DVRPC), elected officials and governmental agencies 
accountable to meet the highest standards of all ·existing regulations and policies. 

•some communications are lakan from a document enti11ed Tlmollne O{Leltl!r!!, Events and Meetings A111!ndad by 
Members of RIJ§idMis ftx Reo._/ Tm/lic SoMioos, lac,: O«pber, 1971- Auaus/ t. 2005J. ~5/!19 

d}J=j?Jt/ 



YOU have an obligation to ensure that traffic on lindenhurst and Stoopvllle Roads 
travels In a manner consistent with the residential land use adjacent to these 
roads. • WE hope you will meet IL 

• Un<!Onhu~ and Stoopville Roods arw port of• 9.7 milo clr<:uitous resldeniJal rOUla l.hat lllerally bypasses lhe 
NIIW!Dwn Bypass. This residential route has -II In exc:es~~ or 9,000 residents living along II and morwlhan 155 
acC<)SS points, most residential driveways. 

Cc: Carmine Fil!<!Jnll, Safety EnginCCT, Federnl Highway AdminiS1J1Jtloo 
Pat Beoudet, Chair, Sierra Club Southeast PA Chopier 
Sena!Or Arlen Specter 
Scnulor Robert Casey, Jr. 
U.S.Congi1'SST!Ian Patrick Murphy 
Governor Ed Rendell 
Smto Senator Charles McDhinncy, Jr. 
State Senator Tommy Tomlinson 
Allc:n Bichler, Secretary ofT1'11t1sportation 
Stale Transportation Conunwion c/o Honorable Allen Bicttler 
Richanl Hogg. Dq>uty Seaetary for Highway Adminlstnuion 
Bill Lauba<h; PennOOT, Bureau ofHighw'l)' Safety and Trallic Engineering 
Rina Cutler; District Executive, PennDOT District 6 
DVRPCBoanl; c/o JoanncOcnworth, chair 
Barry Seymour, Excwtivc Din:ctoriDVRPC 
Don Shan is, Deputy Excc:Urivc Dircctor/DVRPC 
Regional 'l'raru!portation Comm!ttc:c; do Calbcrine Pow-McDonough, chair 
Regional Citi=s Committee; do Warren Strulllpfcr, chair 
James Cawley, Bucks County Commissioner 
Charles Martin, Bucks Couoty Commissioner 
Sandra Miller, Bucks County Commissioner 
Lynn Bush, Executive Dim:tor, Bucks County Planning Commission 
Southeastern Bucks League of Municipalities, c/o Steve Santarsiero 
Lower Makefield Township BO<ltd of Supervisors 
Upper Makefield Township Board of Supervisors 
Newtown Township BO<ltd ofSupcrviso"' 
Wrightstown Township Board of Supervisors 
Norlh~~mpton Township Boanl of Supervisors 
Van! ley Borough Council 
Newtown Borough Council 
Counoil Rock School Boanl President and Council Rock School Superintcndcnt 
Peonsbury School Board l'n:$ident and Pennsbury School Superintendent 
Lower Makefield Township Citiz.cns Traffic Commission 
Associa!ed Pr<:ss 
Bucks County Courier Times and lntelligcnccr 
Newtown Advoncc and YanlleyNcws 
Philadelphia lnqain:r 
Trenton Times 
Trenton ian 
Bristol Pilot 
CBS.KYWJ 
Cbanncl6 
ChWlllcl 10 
fox News 
Con=ed Residents ofNewtown, c/o Jcn Dix 
R.R. T.S. Membership (mass •·mail) ,1,~1 r 
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R.R. T .S. 8 · .t:J... 

Residents for Regional Traffic Solutions, Inc. 

Mr. Jerry Coyne· 

PO Box285 
· Newtown, PA 18940 

RRTSbuckspa5@aoi.C1)fll 

Project Manager for the Bucks County Regional Traffic Study 
Delaware Valley Regional Planning Commission 
190 N. Independence Mall West 
Philadelphia, PA 19106-1520 

September 19, 2007 

RE: Bucb County Regional Trame Study -June 2007 Draft 
Su~mlsslon of Concerns I Recommendations for Changes 

Dear Mr. Coyne, 

SUMMARY 

As you know, Residents for Regional Traffic Solutions, Inc. (RRTS) is a regional citizens group 
with members from lower Makefield, Upper Makefield, Newtown, Wrightstown, and Northampton 
Townships. The organization repr~sents well in.e.xcess of three thousand (3,qOO) households. 

A major issue residents have with the Bucks County Reoional Ttafflc Studv- . • 
,jiJne 2007 Draff (BGRTS), is tl:lat there Is no consideration/ mention of either the municipality or 
the recent citizen's surveys r~sults about growth, slow versus fast Residents want !o preserve 
the current character of Bucks Counly, not facilitate future growth. 

This key Ingredient is noticeably .absent. Yet this guiding direction should have been 
and deserved to be first consideration. It, along with safety, should have shaped 
the recommendations. 

Instead, future req~irements were projected based on past activities, as if there would I should be 
no change. 

Residents ask that the Regional Trame Planning Task Force (RTPTF) Include In the BCRTS 
the explicit recognition of the unique· and priceless open space character of Bucks 
County, of the need to preserve that open space, and to minimize the Impact of any 
roadway recommendation on that most valuable resource. 



-------------------------------------------

CONCERNS AND RECOMMENDATIONS FOR CHANGES, 
LISTED BY CHAPTER NUMBER AND TITLE 

CHAPTER 1: INTRODUCTION 

• Add a sedfon to the " BACKGROUND AND PURPOSE SECnON" on 
page 1-1 of the BCRTS titled "Project Scope''· 

We ask that the Regional Traffic Planning Task Force (RTPTF) support preservation. of 
the open space land Use of Bucks County by including a statement to that effect within 
this new "Project Scope" section. The statement should include the explicit recognition 
of the unique and priceless open space character of Bucks County, of the need to 
preserve that open space, and to minimize the impact of any roadway recommendation 
on that most valuable resource. 

• Add a section to the ' BACKGROUND AND PURPOSE SECTION" on 
page 1-1 of the BCRTS that is titled 'Each Municipality's Position on Growth". 
Sutrsections within this section should include: 

(a.) "What Is the vision that each municipality has for its future?" 
Does the municipality want to conserve the character of the area -as suggested by 
separate sCJrveys? OR a~ they actively promoting rapid population and business 
growth as soon as possible? 

(b.)"How does each municipal ity's vision of its future mesh with the BCRTS?:' 

(c.} "What Is the vision citizens have for the future of the study area?" 
State that, as per citizens' surveys, residents' vision/ desire is for preservation of tile 
open space Land Use of Bucks County and to avoid the creation of any new or 
expanded traffic corridor within central Bucks County. Residents desire to preserve 
the residential (collector) roads within the study by implementing traffic calming 
solutions; they should pot be upgraded for higher volume thoroughfare access. Also 
state that, as per citizens' surveys, there is a need to reclassify downward to 
collector roads, those roads (or portions of roads) that have been mistakenly 
classified as arterial, s:o as to reflect the residential nature of the roads. 

(See Attachment I, El<cerpts from the DVRPC's 12/05 document titled 
TRAFRC TAMING: Context-Sensitf\19 Solutions in the DVRPC Regfonl 

CHAPTER 2: PLANNING ACTIVITIES 

• Add page 2.1 .07 of Pennoors Design Manual #2, a Table tlUed 
•functional Classifteation System Service Characteristics" to the 
"Transportation Facilities and Improvement Programs" section on 
pa~e 2-5. 

• Add Pennoors most·recent functional classification map tor Bucks County to the 
"Transportation FacUlties and Improvement Programs" section on page 2·5. 
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CHAPTER 3: WRIGHTSTOWN QUARRIES REPORT 

Regarding consideration of hauling stone by rail: Determine whether reality would match 
citizens'/ politicians' perceptions that this would result in significant deterioration of Quality of life. 
Visit the Short Line Railroad in Reading, PA that is already profitably hauling stone to South 
Jersey and back hauling sand. Look into the cost of adding a short rail spur, to reduce the 
number of very heavy and large quarry trucks on our rura.l roads. The BCRTS should 
recommend continued study· of the possibility of using rail to move freight throughout this area of 
the region. 

CHAPTER 5: TRAFFIC ENGINEERING & SAFffi STUDIES Summary Report 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• In Chapter 5, a section titled " Recommendations vs. Municipal Goals & 
Objectives" should be added to the summary for each Key Roadway. 

Recommended Improvements for each Key Roadway should be compared to lhe 
Land Use and Transportation Planning goals & objectives of the 
Municipal Comprehensive Plans for consistency. The findings of the comparison 
should be stated. 

Residents oppose the layout for the Stoopville/Washington Crossing RDS Intersection on 
Page 5-21 (Figure 5-3). We are not in opposition to Roundabouts as a whole, but the 
strategic & peculiar positioning of THIS Roundabout provides the exact alignment 
needed for a Northern Bypass via Stoopvllle RD, as stated on page 81ofthe DVRPC's 
1988 Newtown Township Traffic Studv. Page 81 of the 1988 StudY states, 

"Realign Washington Crossing Road to form a perpendicular Intersection with 
Stoopv/lfe Road. To affect a northern bypass via Stoopvllle Road, /tis yjta/ to 
realign this Intersection." 

Why Is our Metropolitan Planning Organization recommending that the continuous 
alignment of Arterial Highway SR 532 (Washington Crossing Road) be compromised to 
create an alignment for Stoopville Road and SR 532? This opposes the principles 
of highway planning. The main route is supposed to be the easiest·, 
straightest route. 

We recommend that several allematives to Figure 5--3, Including a signalized Intersection, 
be evaluated for this intersection to ensure the future layout of this intersection Will not 
adve~ly affect the character of the roadways and surrounding area. 

The strategic and peculiar placement of the Roundabout in Figure 5--3 exacerbates the 
seiious safety and quality-Qf-life issues that exist on Stoopville and Lindenliurst Roads, 
as it will encourage even higher volumes of traffic, especially commercial traffiC, to travel 
these roads at even greater speeds. T oday's dangerous conditions have been expressed 
loudly and clearly FOR YEARS by residents, Lower Makefield Township and Newtown 
Township -both verbally and in written form. In fact, RRTS raised them at every meeting 
of the Regional Traffic Planning Task Force (RTPTF) during the past three (3) years. 

The dangerous conditions were summarized in a 5130/07 letter from RRTS to State 
Representatives David SteiV Scott Petri, Non-Chair Members of the RTPTF, and Jerry 
Coyne [RE: Reiterate Necessity for Traffic Calming o n Lindenhurst{ Stoopville 
Roads; 5130/07 Regional Traffic Planning Task Force Meeting] that Sue Herman read 
into the public record at the 5130/07 RTFPF meeting. It is alarming that the approved ..,/. 
minutes for the 5/30/07 RTPTF meeting STILL DO NOT ACCURATELY REFLECT that (, r. t !/9 
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Mrs. Herman read this letter into the public record, even though RTPTF member Ron 
Smith specifically requested it be reflected in the minutes during the discussion at the 
7/31/07 RTPTF meeting where a motion was made to approve the draft minutes of the 
5/30/07 RTPTF meeting. There was no dissent to Mr. Smith's request, and the minutes 
were then approved. RRTS will initiate a letter stating that the 5130/07 RTPTF minutes 
do not reflect the changes that were voted upon at the 7/31/07 RTPTF meeting and 
request Immediate correction of same. 

The letter can be found in its entirety in Attachment II, which begins on the next page. 
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ATTACHMENT II 

R.R.T.S. 
Residents for Regional Traffic Solutions, Inc. 

PO Box285 
Newtown, PA 18940 

RRTSbuc kspa!S@aol.com 

MEMORANDUM 

TO: State Representative David Stell and State Representative Scott Petrt 
Assemblymen: 31" and 178111 Districts, respectively 
CHAIRMEN, Regional Traffic Planning Task Force• 

Non-Chair members of the Regional Traffic Planning Task Force• 

J eny Coyne 
Project Manager for the Bucks County Regional Tratoo studY 
Delaware Valley Regional Planning Commission (DVRPC) 

FROM: Sue Herman 
B.S. in Industrial Engineering (Penn State University) 
President; Residents for Regional Traffic Solutions, Inc. (RRTS) 

May 30,2007 

RE: Reiterate Necessity for Traffic Calming on Lindenhurst/ Stoopville Roads; 
5/30/07 Regional Traffic Planning Task Force Meeting 

Dear State Representative Stell, State Representative Petri, Mrs. Goren, Mrs. Magne, and 
Messrs. Deon, Palestfna, Rattigan, West, Craig, Hunter, Harding, Schenkman, Smith, Caiola and 
Coyne, 

Tonight we reiterate that residents expect the Bucks County Rea/onal Trafftc Study (BCRTS) and 
Regional Traffic Planning Task Force (RTPTF) to recommend that Traffic Calming be 
implemented immediately on heavily resldentially~eveloped Lindenhurst and Stoopville Roads. 

As you are well aware, there Is a volatile public safety Issue on these minor residential Collector 
Roads. The spreadsheet in Exhibit I (tltled Ena/neerfng and Traffic Study Elements, Summarv 
Matrix -ReviS§d 31120007, presenteq by DVRPC's engineer consultant at the 3/29/07 RTPTF 
meeting) states that the 'Prevailing Traffic Speed' on lindenhurst and Stoopville Roads is 48 
miles per hour and 53 miles per hour, respectively. These unacceptably high speeds must be 
lowered, especially in light of the lnordlnat~ly high volume of truck traffic in our region from the 
four (4) Swamp Road quarries.-

'Regional Traf!!c Plan!II!!Q Task Force; Chairmen ; Stale Rep. David Sleil, Staie Rep. SeoU Petti Members; VUICent 
Dean & Peler Pokmina/Northampton Twp, Oan Rattigan & Bob West/Upper Makefteld Twp. Marlc Cllllg/ Newtown 
Borough. Joe Hunter & Chris Harding/Yardley Borough, Anno Goren & Jeny Scllenkman/Newtown Twp, Jane 
Magne.Wrightstown Twp, Ron Smith & Gn!g CaiolaJLower Makefield Twp. 

- see Ex. II, RRTS Traftic Flow Map and Lower Makelielcl Towns/lip letter RE: Quany Truck Routes (!Jr/;?9 
,,6jt(, 



• You are aware of the all too frequent oear-misses between school buses, school children 
and quarry trucks on Lindenhurst and Stoopville Roads. 
(See Ex. Ill. 216104 letter fiom RRTS lo Representative Sten RE: Regional Traffic Problems: 
Request to reject the SfoopVi1/o RQ Rehabl!lmtion Pro/ect; NEAR MISSES/ ROAD RAGE 
caused by mismanagement of minor residential collector roads) 

• You are aware of the bus driver's Letter to the Editor that ran in the Bucks County Courier 
nmee, a bone-chilling letter accurately deecribing the volatile conditions that persist on 
Undenhurst Road today. (See Ex. IV) 

• The school districts are aware of the potential for a serious accident along Worthington 
Mill, StoopviHa and Lindenhurst Roads. 
(See Ex. V, Ccmmunlcptfons /trill (pcus oat® (@tlfC ,safety crl.sf.s and lrrvolve Pennsburr School 
Dlstlfct Snd the Gr&v Nun Acgdemv. aod Ex. VI. Communfcalions that foeti$ oa the tmmc SJJfetv 
cdsts arnt in'{Oive the Council Rock School DistriCt.~) 

In addition to the correspondence in Exhibits V and VI, superintendents and school board 
presidents have received numerous more-current written communications from RRTS 
and oral testimony delivered in the public forum. 

• You are aware of the enclosed CD-ROM whk:h contains 3 videos titied Byoassinq the 
BYDass, CBSIK¥W3 Newscast (aired on 6/5103J .. and Tmck Danqeron Wortbfnqton Mill 
B2il!J.. We showed the RTPTF the abridged version of the Byoasslnq the Byoass video 
at its 1 1129/04 meeting. We have shown the abridged version to DVRPC staff and 
provided thein with the full CD-ROM on numerous occasions, as part of testimony for the 
Transportation Improvement Program. 

• You are aware that... 

... many parents drive their children to and from school. rather than risk them 
getting hit by a lruck while waiting at the bus stop . 
.. . few people walk or bike on the Lindenhurst Road bike path provided by the 
township, because of the close proximity of speeding trucks . 
... no one walks or bikes along Stoopville Road because of the close proximity of 
speeding trucks. · 
... residents are being terrorized on a daily basis. 

We hope you wlll reread this letter and view tha accompanying CD-ROM in its entirety, so there Is 
no mistaking why rt Is only a matter of time before a horrific accident occurs on Lindenhurst or 
Stoopvilfe Roads. This letter, the CD-ROM (Ex. VII) and CD-ROM Commentary (Ex. VIII) have 
been mailed to each of you via Certified Mail with a Return Receipt 

We want you to know that residents will no longer tolerate being terrorized on a daffy basis, nor 
will we tolerate Lindenhurst or. Stoopville Roads being upgraded to a higher Functional 
Classification -an apparent longstanding, self-interested, political agenda for many In the region. 
Residents are ready and willing to work at avery level, up to and including the Federal 
government, in order to obtain the desperately-needed Traffic Calming for these roads. We hold 
our Metroporrtan Planning Organization (OVRPC). elected offiCials and governmental agencies 
accountable to meet the highest standards of an existing regulations and policies. 

•some eornmunbtioos are caJcen from • document entitled Ttmelfne of Lettem Events and Meetings Attended trt 
M9ml!9rs ofBesideots!DrRNioflal Traffic Solutions, /no.· Oelobef: 1971- Aoou;;t 1 2005), 

,. 
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- -----------_ _... __________ , ------ ·---

YOU have an obligation to ensure that traffic on Lindenhurst and Stoopvllle Roads 
travels In a manner consistent with the residential land use adjacent to these 
roads. • WE hope you will meet ii. 

Ve~: • 
~~n~-.c-------~ 

President 

• Lindenhurst and Stoopvillo Roads aro part of a 9. 7 milo circuitous ,...klemal routo that literally bypasses the 
NewtOwn Bypass. This residential route has woll in excess of 9,000 ""'!dents living along It a nd mOf'B than 155 
accen: poinb, most restdentlal drfwways. 

Cc: Carmiric Fiscina, Safety Engineer, Fcdcral Highway Administration 
Pat Bcaudd, O>air, Sierra Club Solllbea$1 PA Chapter 
Senator Arlco Specter 
Senator Robert Casey, Jr. 
U.S.Congr=wao Patriclc: Mwphy 
Governor Ed Rendell 
S181c Senator Charles Mcllhlhncy, Jr. 
S181c Senator Tommy Tomlinson 
Allen Biehler, Scctetary o!Tiansporlalion 
State 'l'nlnSpOr181ion Commission c/o Honorable Allen Biehler 
Richard Hogg, Deputy Scc:rctary for Highway Administration J 
Bill Laubach; PconDOT, Bumw of Hlghway Safely and Traffic Engjneering 
Rina Cotler; District Ex=tive, PennDOT Discrict 6 
DVRPC Board; c/o Joaonc Dcowortb, chair 
Bmy SeymoW', Exeoutivc Dircctor/OVRPC 
Don Shanis, Deputy Executive Dircc:tor/DVRPC 
Regional Tnnsportatioo Committee; c/o C>iherinc Popp-McDonough, chair 
Regional CitillCOS CormnJttcc; c/o Wamn Slnnnpfc:r, chair 
James Cawley, Bucks County Commlssioner 
Chstlcs Martin, Bucks County Commissioner 
Sondra Mmcr, Buclcs County Commissioner 
L)'llll Bush, Executive Director, Bw:lcs Collllty Planning Cormnlssion 
Southcastcro Bucks League of Municipalities, c/o Steve Santarsiero 
Lower Makefield Township Board ofSupe<Visors 
Upper Makefield Township Board of Supervisors 
Newtown Township Board of Supervisors 
Wrightstown Township Bolin~ ofSupervis<n 
No~ampion Township Board of Supervisors 
Yardley Borough Council 
Newtown Borough Council 
Couocil Roclc: School Board Presidc:ot and Council Rock School Superintendent 
Pcnnsbw-y School Board l'l"esident and Pcnnsbw-y School Superintendent 
Lower Makefield Township Citiu:ns Traffic Commission 
Associated Press 
Buclcs County Courier T uncs and lntelligen= 
Newtown AdvllllCC and Yardley News 
Philadelphia Inquirer 
Trenton Tunes 
Tn:ntooian 
Bristol Pilot 
CBS.KYW 3 
Cbannel6 
ChannellO 
Fox News 
Concc:rncd ResidentS of Newtown, c/o leo Dix 
R.R. T.S. Membership {mass e-mail) 



CHAPTER 5: TRAFFIC ENGINEERING & SAFETY STUDIES Summary Report (CONT.) 

• Creating a Northern Bypass (or implementing one additional step of it) along Stoopville 
and Lindenhurst Roads is in direct opposition to: 

(a) •.. desperately- needed traffic calming. 
(b) ... Context Sensitive Solutions and Complete Streets policies 
(c) ... Keystone Princio!as for Growth. Investment and Resource 

ConseNation announced by Governor Rendell's office in a press 
release dated 10124/05. These principles support following the region's 
Comprehensive Master Plan which, for decades, has shown heavily 
residentially- developed Stoopville RD as a Collector Road. 

• Add the DVRPC spreadsheet titled Engineering and Traffic Studv Elements. Summary 
Matrix - Revised 311212007 to Chapter 5. This Is an informative and easy-tCHJnderstend 
document 

• Page 85 states, 
"The lindenhurst Road serves as a collector between the Newtown Bypass and 
Washington Crossing Road: Although classified as a collector, the Llnden!lurst Road 
Corridor, In conjunction with the Stoopville Road Corridor, has historically served as an 
alternate route to the Newtown Bypass for traffic traveling northwest of Newtown 
Borough." 

Page 88 states, 
"The Stoopvllle Road Corridor serves as a collector between Durham Road and 
Was!lington Crossing Road. Although classified as a collector, the Stoopville Road 
Corridor, In conjunction with the Lindenhurst Road Corridor, has historically served as an 
alternate route to the Newtown Bypass for traffic traveling northwest of Newtown 
Borough." 

BOTH of those statements should be rovlsed to stato that "Traffic uses 
Lindenhurst and Stoopvllle Roads as an alternate route to the Newtown Bypass, 
because tbe Bypass. and the arterial highways leading to ft. have bpen neglected 
and kept U/-functlon/nq." THIS WOULD REFLECT REALITY. 

The DVRPC should include language on pages 85 and 88 that explains WHY traffic uses 
lindenhurst and Stoopville RDS as an alternate route to the Newtown Bypass. It has 
been well documented that ... 

(a) ... the dangerous miX of traffic barreling down UndenhunsV StoopvUie Roads, 
chooses this r8$ldential route as a cut-through to get to 1-95 in order to bypass the 
nl-functioning Newtown Bypass and its eleven (11) untimed traffic signals. 

(b) ... the segment of Arterial Highway Swamp RD between the Swamp RD quarries 
and the Newtown Bypass was restricted to loaded (80,00D-pound) quarry trucks for 
over thirty (30) years. At one of the breakfasts he hosted at Goodnoe's restaurant, 
even State Representative Dave Stell publicly referred to the historical pattern of 
Individual culvert or bridge load downgrading at different times on this segment of 
Swamp Road. The result of this pattern of repairing one culvert on Swamp Road and 
downgrading the culvert south of it, was that heavy commercial traffic was diverted 
to heavily residentially- developed Worthington Mill, Stoopville and Undenhunst 
Roads for over thirty (30) years. It took the tireless efforts of residents and RRTS to 
finally get All Swamp Road culverts upgraded and the road opened to All traffic. 

(c ) ... the arterial highways leading to the Newtown Bypass have been neglected. 

91/371 711i7 
~ 

r 

' 



• Quarry truck drivers have repeatedly stated that that they would much prefer to use the 
safer and most appropriate highway for commerciaV industrial vehicles; that is, the 
4-lane, limited access Newtown Bypass (built with $23,000,000 taxpayer dollars). 
BUT ... hitting virtually every traffic light RED virtually every trip, continues to be 
an Incredibly effecUVe deterrent for these heavy vehicles, where the drivers are 
paid by the load. 

• On other comparable highways, over lime, underpasses and overpasses are constructed 
to relieve congestion and improve mobility. This was strongly recommended for the 
Newtown Bypass by the Tratfic Advisory Committee (TAC), as per the meeting minutes 
from ·1990 -1992. Where is the BCRTS recommending that this be done? Shouldn't this 
be on the Twelve Year Plan for high volume intersections on the Newtown B~pass? 

• Residents ask that Lower Makefield Township and Newtown Township jointly develop a 
pro-active strategy for management of the Newtown Bypass, with the goal being to ·' 
ENSURE THAT fT OPERATES OPTIMALLY AT All TIMES. Only then, can we proudly 
refer to it as the •centerpiece to the study area's highway networK', as stated by the ./ 
DVRPC on page 9 of the BCRTS. 

• We believe the Functional Classification for Lindenhurst Road is incorrect on 
page 85. The DVRPC says that it is an Urban Major Collector. The Bucks County 
Federal Functional Class Map that RRTS has (GIS, Department of Transportation, 
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania) says that Lindenhurst Road is an Urban Collector. 

• Page 85 states, 
"Original and Successor Projects 
There are no known original and successor transportation studies and/or 
engineering/construction efforts along this corridor.· 
THIS NEEDS TO BE REVISED TO REFLECT THAT CONSTRUCnON OF LINDENHURST 
ROAD TRAFFIC CALMING HAS BEGUN. 

• Page 85 states, 
"Concurrent Projects 
Undenhurst. Road TraffiC Calming Improvements- In Lower Makefield is currently in the 
engineering phase by the Township and Includes various traffic safety measures including 
raised median islands, textured cro!\swalks, striping, signing, and tum lanes." 
THIS NEEDS TO BE REVISED TO REFLECT THAT CONSTRUCTION OF LINDENHURST 
ROAD TRAFFIC CALMING HAS BEGUN. . 

• Page 86 states, 
"Summary of Adverse Conditions 

Based on field views, meeting discussions, and existing and future analyses, adverse 
conditions include: quarry trucks, roadway alignment, and traffic congestion at the 
Newtown Bypass. • 

What roadway alignment issues were cited? The above statement contradicts the DVRPC's 
statement on page 85 that says this about lindenhurst Road: "The study corridor generally { 
tuns in a north-south direction with little to no sharp curves or steep grades." Also; see our 
explanation as to why Lindenhuret gets such high volumes of traffic from the Newtown 
Bypass. 

• WE OPPOSE THE DVRPC's RECOMMENDED LONG-TERM IMPROVEMENT FOR 
LINDENHURST ROAD ON PAGE 87. The DVRPC recommends straightening the curve 
along the southern section of lindenhurst Road (Newtown Township). We believe this 
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design speed. We also believe that removing this curve will pave the way for the 
Northam Bypass. 

• We believe the Functional Classification for Stoopville Road Is incorrect on 
page 88. The DVRPC says it is an Urban Major Collector. The Bucks County 
Federal Functional Class Map that RRTS has (GIS, Department of Transportation, 
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania) says that Stoopville Road is an Urban Collector. 

• Page 89 of the BCRTS states, 
'Summary of Adverse Conditions 
Based on field views, meeting discussions, and existing and future analyses, adverse 
conditions include: quarry trucks, roadway alignment at Stoopville Road and Worthington 
MiiV Wrightstown Roads, traffic volumes from the Newtown Bypass to Stoopville Road, 
and traffic congestion from Penns Park Road to Township Une Road.' 

Is this a recommendation to align Stoopville Road with Worthington Mill Road? WE 
OPPOSE THIS, AS IT WOULD BE ANOTHER INCREMENTAL, FUNCTIONAL STEP 
TO IMPLEMEN"T:ATION OF THE NORTHERN BYPASS. 

Also, see our eJCplanation as to whv Stoopvllle gets such high traffic volumes from 
the Newtown Bypass. 

• Page 89 states, 
"Summary of Adverse Conditions 
Traffic speeds were observed to be above the posted speed limit on Stoopville Road 
through a radar speed study near Eagle Road, but there is insufficient crash data 
(including majority of crashes related to excessive speed and crash rate greater than 
recent high-<:rash rate table) to warrant a lower speed limit on Stoopville Road in 
accordance with Department Publication 212, especially from the mid-block between 
Rosefield Drive and Eagleton Farms Road/ Hemlock Drive to Washington Crossing Road 
for consistency of 40 MPH across the entire roadway. • 

We don't understand what this says. All we know is that a young man was recently 
I<JIIed on this road, the Prevailing Traffic Speed Is 53 mph (per the aforementioned 
DVRPC spread sheel Was this speed obtained near the 4-way flashing red light at 
Eagle Road, meaning that the speeds elsewhere on Stoopville are even higher?), and 
residents who live on heavily residentially- developed Stoopville 

Road~~~~~~;&~~~~~~~~~~~~~~! "~~ m 
Complete Streets policies. We ask for an Independent, second opinion on this matter by 
someone outside the 'Bucks County Umbrella of Politics'. 

Over the years, Stoopville Road has been widened end straightened to the point where 
the as"' percentile speed and the Prevailing Traffic Speed is UNACCEPTABLE, given the 
adjacent residential land use. This needs to be rectified. 

• Please correct the Functional Classification fm Newtown Bypass/ Durham Rd./ 
Washington Crossing Road (SR 0532) on page 58. Per our Bucks County Fe<Jeral 
Functional Class Map .. this is a Minor Arterial, NOT an Urban Collector. 

• Page 138 states, '"The Newtown Bypass! Durham Road/Washington Crossing Road 
Corridor serves as part of a key link into New Jersey from Bucks County at Washington 
Crossing and Newtown." 
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We ask that this statement be removed from the BCRTS. There have been recent 
articles in the Bucks County Courier Times recommending that a major 
thoroughfare be put in this vicinity to accommodate traffic from New Jersey. The 
articles referenced the pending Veterans• Cemetery THAT WE ALL WANT TO 
HAPPEN. 

Residents do not accept politicians• backroom dealings, where they plan to use the 
Cemetery as the final excuse for making Lindenhurst and Stoopvllle Roads a 
MAJOR.hlghway. The official entrance route for the Cemetery should be along 
Arterial Highways Taylorsville Road and Washington Crossing Roads. The officiaJ 
Cemetery entrance should be off Washington Crossing Road, between historic 
Dolington Village and Washington Crossing State Park. 

Note the letter in Attachment Ill from Lower Makefield Township (LMT) to Rina Cutler, 
District E.xecutive-PennDOT District 6, RE: Proposed Veterans Cemetery, Uppe.r 
Makefield Township, Bucks County. In this letter, LMT •requests it be given the 
opportunity to provide input on the proposed aooess for the cemetery, the scope of the 
traffic impact study, and the design of the HOP. The township believes that all 
alternatives for primary access should be evaluated." 

As stated In our SUMMARY section, residents want to preserve tho unique and 
priceless open space character of Bucks County and minimize the Impact of any 
roadway recommendation on that most valuable resource. 

• The DVRPC talks about the PA 413 Access Manaaement Plan on page 138. What is 
this? What impact will it have on traffic in ttie region? 

• Page 141 s.tates, . 
"Summary of Adverse Conditions 
Based on field views, meeting discussions, and existing and Mure analyses, adverse 
conditions include: quarry trucks, roadway alignment, traffic congestion, and traffic 
volumes." 

What roadway alignment issues were cited? The above statement contradicts the 
DVRPC's statement on page 138 that says this about the Newtown Bypass/ Durham 
Road segment and the Washington Crossing Road segment • There are no sharp curves 
or steep grades through~ut the study limits.' 

• We recommend that the two Durham Road intersections the DVRPC proposes have 
major improvements on page 5-25, be evaluated for roundabout retrofit (with certified 
roundabout software) to petermine whether this would be a safer and more efficient 
treatment for these Intersections. Roundabouts would provide more capacity, better 
Une-of-5ite, and be more pedestrian and village friendly and result in better traffic flow 
and less road rage. The two lntersectlons we are referring to are Durham Road and 
Wrightstown.Worthlngton Mill Road intefsection and Durham Road, Second Street Pik~. 
and Park Avenue. ' 

CHAPTER 7: RECOMMENDATIONS & IMPLEMENTATION SCHEDULE 

• Remove the language on page 7-3 of the BCRTS that suggests that the conditions 
of the Newtown Bypass have improved since the July 2007 installation of the TSE.I 
project to make the lights traffic responsive. On page 7 ·3 it states, ·rhe 
municipalities and operating agencies should advertise success. Where regional 
improvements have been implemented, traffic benefits should be announced. """""· ~· ... .,,""" ~·· ""' '"-"' "'"""" ""''' "" '""'"' :~!1 
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with motorists and residents to optimize vehicle distribution; decrease vehicles miles 
traveled and fuel consumption; and reduce emissions. Whether through a dedicated 
website (and/or existing municipal websites), press releases, etc., inform study area 
motorists that the Newtown Bypass traffic signal timing plans have been updated 
and will decrease travel time along the corridor: 

This language suggests that travel time has been decreased on the Newtown 
Bypass. THIS IS NOT THE CASE. Even with the new traffic signal timing plans, the 
Bypass continues to experience poor operational performance of the eleven (11) 
traffic signals between Durham Road and 1-95. According to many residents, the 
Bypass is functioning even worse than before the TSEI project went in, and many 
are resorting to using Lindenhurst and Stoopvllle Roads to get to their destinations 
within a reasonable time. 

We must not allow anyone to 'pull the wool' over residents' eyes. Now is our 
opportunity to hold all parties accountable to .achieve TRUE improvements In traffic 
flow on the Bypass. We must ensure there Is a cessation of the lip service/ touting 
of false accomplishments regarding the Newtown Bypass, that has plagued our 
region since 1988. 

It is mind boggling as to why these lights are still not limed effectively after almost 
twenty (20) years since the problem was identified In the DVRPC's 1988 Newtown 
Township Traffic Study as the regions #1 priority AND fully funded at the time. 

It is not enough that the signal coordination project has been 
implemented. We need it to be evaluated/ debugged/ altered and 
maintained in a manner that delivers optimal performance over the long 
haul. Onlv after optimal performance of the Newtown Bypass has 
been· obtained over the long haul, and travelers have been given time 
to break the habit of U5ing Undenhurst and Stoopville Roads as a 
cut-through en route to 1-95, should we proclaim success. 

Failure to get the Bvpass operating optimally feeds Into the apparent 
desire to construct the Northern Bypass. 

FIGURES 

• See Fieure 2-11, titled "Tnfiic ond Roadway Concerns", 011 page 2-20. 
(Attachment IV) 

Our issue with this Figure is that there exists the possibility that it was strongly 
influenced by Task Force members' input during the municipal meetings the DVRPC 
held. The majority of Regional Traffic Planning Task Force (RTPTF) members at the 
time the municipal meetings took place, had an apparent history of supporting 
implementation ofthe.Noith~ru Bypass, whether it be through their actions or inaction, 
And so, we believe, the information in this Figure is "loaded" to support the DVRPC's 
apparent desire for the Northern BypaBS. 

Some &tatements from the BCRTS !hat support our concern can. be found on page 2-12: 
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"During the summer of 2005, [DVRPC] staff met individually with each municipality. 
DVRPC requested the meetings, but the invitations were extended by the municipal 
manageTS. Typically the meetings were attended by elected representatives from the 
participating mWJicipality, including, but not limited to the RTPTF members . . . Materials 
assembled from the earliest background planning activities we.re taken to the meetings to 
spur conversation about: Locations of deficiencies or concerns related to traffic 
congestion, traffic volumes, and roadway alignment and safety (present or anticipated, 
and anywhere in or ncar the study area- i.e., not just the Key Roads and not just within 
their municipality) ... " 

• See Fi.gure 2-10, titled "Truck Traffic Pattern Concerns", on page 2-19. 
(Attachment V) 

Our issue with this Figure is that it's misleading and the infom1ation in it can be used to 
facilitate the DVRPC's apparent desire to justify the Northern Bypass. 

Given that this Figure is about "Truck Traffic Pattern Concerns", shouldn't it show 
concern for cut-through truck traffic on Lindenhurst and Stoopville Roads? FOR 
YEARS, such concern has been well-documented by Lower Makefield Township, 
Newtown Township, Pennsbury School District, Council Rock School District, Grey Nun 
Academy, the Regional Citizens Committee (sub-committee of the DVRPC), 
Homeowners Associations, residents and Resident~ for Regional Trd.ffic Solutions, Inc. 

Lower Makefield Township sought the turnback of Lindenhurst Road so it could more 
expeditiously calm}.le dangerous mix of traffic. Lower Makefield and Newtown 
Townships are actively and aggressively pursuing traffic caiming to improve the safety of 
Lindenhurst and Stoopville Roads, both heavily residentiaUy-developed roads where the 
dangerous mix of traffic travels at UNACCEPTABLY high speeds. The modes of 
pedestrian and bicycling are virtuaUy none existent on these roads (even with the 
township- provided bike path along Lindenhurst) due to the close proximity of speeding 
trucks. 

• See Figure 2-12, titled "Improvements and Quality-of-Life Areas of Concern", 
oa page 2-23. (Attachment VI) Why doesn't this Figure accurately depict the 

Quality- of-Life Concerns that have been well-documented on Lindenhurst and 
Stoopville Roads FOR YEARS? 

Surely Traffic Safety, SpeecfofTraftic, Truck Volumes AND Quality of Life should 
be shown for Lindenhurst and Stoopville Roads. RRTS's written comment alone, 
s ubmitted at the first public open house, covered every one of these issues. 

Refer to Attachment vn, the DVRPC document titled R/ustrated Results: Comments 
receivedatthePCRTSPublicOpenffouse #1 fbe/dJ(!Tlupry/7. 2007). Figure I (titled 
"Illustration of Broad Challenges, Concerns, Ar«;as & Goals") and Figure 2 (titled 
" Diustration of Specific Improvements & Ideas) of this document also show that every 
one of these concerns were expressed by citizens at the January open ho~. It is 
alarming that the DVRPC left. most of these concerns out in Figure 3 (titled "Most 
Important Improvements & Quality of Life Issues") of this document. Why were these 
concerns omitted? Aren't all of these concerns of EQUAL importance? 



We ask the DVRPC to remove tbb statement from page 2-21 ofthe BCRTS: 
"Of particular in terest were comments received at the .January open bouse meeting 
which sought to gain attendees' insight into: tbe broad challenges facing the study 
area. their specific Improvement Ideas, and their impressions or tbe most important 
improvements and quality of life issues in the region." 

The DVRPC clearly shows its bias when .it states "Of particular interest", when referring 
to the public romments received at the first open bouse WHICH WAS NOT HELD AT A 
NEUTRAL LOCATION. 'This open house was held at the Bucks County Community 
College on Swamp Road. Both the rommunity college and the Swamp Road Residents 
Group are stakeholden; of the BCRTS. When first announced at a RTPTF meeting, 
R:RTS publicly protested this sUlliested non-neulrallocation, only to be overruled by the 
RTPTF. 

It is important to note the calculated statement on page 2-22 of the BCRTS: 
''It is worth noting that, as was the case in the municipal meetings, the public was never 
guided to limit their observations or suggestions to any particular transportation mode or 
specific set of facilities (e.g., the Key Roadway networlc)." Couple this with t.he Public 
CommentFonn (Attachment IV, page 6) that the DVRPC had available in the back of the 
room at the first January open bouse- HELD AT A NON-NEliTRAL LOCA TfON- and 

;you'll understand why residents believe the BCRTS is not an accurate and objective 
study and report. 

Why weren't the comments received at the second April opeo bouse meeting or 
"particulAr interest" to the DVRPC? This open bouse, beld in a public school in 
Lower Makefield that was quite some distance from Lindenhurst Road, was attended by a 
large number of residents who submitted written comment on the safety crisis on 
Lindenhurst and Stoopville Roads. 

OTHER 

• On page 53 the DVRPC makes this statement about Worthignton Mill Road: • ... trucks do 
not create a situation where trucks travel at speeds much higher or lower than the rest of 
traffic.• The same is stated for Lindenhurst Road on page 54. On page 55 the DVRPC 
makes this Statement about Stoopville Road: • ... traffiC speeds of large trucks are 
somewhat lower than passenger vehicles, however, large trucks do not create a situation 
where they negatively Impact the flow of traffiC or create an undue hazard.· What Is the 
significance of these observations? It • "rna to 1'8$1dents that the DVRPC Is 
skirting around the fact that it Is inherently dangerous to have high volumes of 
Industrial trucks traveDng on roads wHh adjacent heavy residential land use, 
REGARDLESS of the relationship between the speed of the trucks and other 
vehic les. 

• Although the study rorridors may not meet the PennDOT warrants for the restriction of 
truck traffic, the study should analyze a way fmding or signing plan that enrourages 
regional truck traffic to use the arterial system rather than collector roads such as 
Lindenhurst and Stoopville Road. 

r 
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Thank you for the opporttmity to submit public comment on the BCRTS. We look forward to 
having our concerns and recommendations for changes being given serious considerution. 

President 

Co: Cnnninc Fiscino, Safety Engineer, Fcdc:ral Righ..,_y Administnltico 
Pat Beaudcl. Cbair, Sicmo Club Southca.<t PA Chapter 
Scnllor Arlen Specter 
Senator Robert Casey, Jr. 
U.S.Congte$$11W1 Patrick Murphy 
Govcmot Ed RenclcU 
SWe Sena1or Charles Mdlhinney, Jr. 
Stale Scullor Tommy Tomlinson 
Allen Biehler, Sec:tewy oCTransponation 
Sl:lle Tro.osponatioo Commission c/o Hoocnble Allen Biehler 
Rlchlnl Hogg, Deputy S<=~ary for Higll~y Administration 
Bill Laubach; PennDOT, Burau of Highway S&l'ety and Tratlic Engineering 
Rln1 Cutler; District Ex=tive, PcnnDOT District 6 
DVRPC Board; c/o Joanne Denworth, choir 
BM')' Seymour, Executive Director/DVRPC 
Den Shanis, Deputy Executive Oirc:ctor/DVRPC 
Regional Transportalion Committee; c/o Catherine l'opp-McDonougb, chair 
Regional Citizens Committee; c/o Wam:o Strumpfer, chair 
Jomcs C1wlcy, Bucks County Commissioner 
Cbartes Manln, Bucks ColDlty Commissioner 
Soncn Miller, Bucks County Commissioner 
Lynn Bush. Executive Director, Bucks County PlaM inc Commlrnon 
Southeastern Bucks League of Municipalities, cJo Steve Santarsiero 
Lower Makefield Township Bocnl ofSupcrvi50fS 
Upper Mak.didd Township Bocnl of SupcrviJors 
Ncw\oWn Township Board ofSu~rs 
Wrightstown Townsllipa-.1 of~ 
Northampton TO\\'Dsbip Board of Supervisors 
Yltdlcy Borou&h Council 
Newtown Borough Couooil 
Couoc:il Rock School Board Prmdcnt and Council Rock School Supcriotcndcnt 
Pennsbwy Scboollloard President and Pennsbwy School Supcrintcndcrn 
Lower Malcefield Township Citiuns Traffic Commission 
A.ssooioted Press 
Bucks County Courier Tunes and lnt<lligenccr 
Newtown Advance and Yardley News 
Philadelphia Inquirer 
Trenton Times 
Ttentonian 
Bristol PUot 
CB5-KYWJ 
Cbannel6 
Channel 10 
FcxNows 
Concxmed Residents of Newtown. c/o len Oix 
R.R. T.S. Membership (mass .,.mail) 
State Reprcsen131lve David Steil 
State Rcprnen131lvc S<-ott Petri 
Non-<:hair Members of the Regionol Traffic Plon.nlng Task Force 

' 
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R.R.T.S. 
Residents for Regional Traffic Solutions, Inc. 

POBox285 
Newtown, PA 18940 

RRTS.buckapaS@aot.com 

TO: Upper Makefield Townshlp'Piannlng Commission Members 
' 

FROM: Sue Hennan 
B.S. in indusbial Engineering (Penn state University) 
President; Residents for Regional Traffic Solutions, Inc. (RRTS) 

September 26, 2007 

RE: HOUSING DEVELOPMENTS ASSOCIATED WITH THE VETERANS CEMETERY DEAL; 
Request to llmlt sJ)Md on Sl>Dopvflle RD where substandard distance exists between access 
points. 

Dear Upper Makefield Township Planning Commission Members, 

Thank you for the opportt.lnity to speak this evening, during the first public comment period. As 
president of Residents for Regional Traffic Solutions, Inc. (RRTS), an organization with many 
current and future citizens that llve on Stoopville Road, I respectfully request that you review thiS 
letter this evening when reviewing any agenda items associated with the Veterans Cemetery 
Deal. 

RRTS requests that a COf!ditlon be added to any approvals granted. That condition would be that 
any road access penni! applications to PennDot must include with the application a request for 
the speed limit reduction of Stoopvllle Road In the vicinily of the access points, If any substandard 
distance between access points exist This would Include access distances between parcels in 
Newtowrl Township and Upper Makefield Township. 

It is imperative that the speed be reduced when access points are located close together. It is a 
matter of SAFETY. 

Thank you, in advance, for your consideration of this matter later this evening. 

Cc: Carmine fiscina, So!~ Engineer, federal Highway Ac!ministration 
Pal 8coudct, Cbllir, Sicm Club Southeast PA Cbapta . 
Scnm>r Arlen Spccu:r 
Senator Robert Casc:y,Jr. 
U.S.Congtcssman Po.lrick Murphy Cjtj /31'1_ 

r 
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_ _. ____________________ _ 
Governor Ed Rendell 
Swo Senator Owfes Me!Thlnney, Jr. 
Sub Senator Tommy Tomlinson 
Swo Represenw;.c David Sto1 (Co-chair, RCJional Tral& Planning Taslc Force) 
Stale Repre=wive Seoa P<lri (Co-chair, Regional Tlllftic Planning Task Force Taslc Fon:c) 
Non-Oiair Mcmbcn oflhc Regional Traffic PIIMina Task Fora: 
Allen Bichler, Scaetary ofTransporWion 
Swe Transporwion Commission c/o Honorable Allen Blehi..
Richord Hou. Deputy Sc.;mary for Highway Adminislrotion 
Bill Laubach; PcunDOT, Bureau ofHigbWly Sall:ty lOd Tr.ffic Engin=inx 
R!na Cutlc:r; Dimct Executive, PcnnOOT Dfsrrlct 6 
DVRPC Board; c:Jo Joanne Oeowonh, chair 
Barry Seymour, Executive Director/OVRPC 
Don Shan is, Deputy Executive Direc:tor/OVRPC 
Regional T11111!o')X>I1alion Commit~«; c/o Catherine Popp-McDonougll. c:hair 
Reslooal Cidz.em Committee; c/o '\V11TC11 Stnunpfer, chair 
James Cewley, Buclcs County Commissioner 
Charles Martia, Bucks Coaoty_ Coaunissioner 
Sandra Miller, 8ucts Coaoty Commissioner 
Lynn Bush, Executive Diredar, Buclcs County Plamling Commission 
Soulhcas~at~ Buclcs League ofMunicipalilie$, c/o Steve Santarsiero 
Lower Makefield Towusbip Boerd of Supetyt.o.s 
Upper Mal<elield ToWI>Ship Boord ofSupcrvison 
Ntwtowo Township Board ofSupcrvison 
WrlaJIIlltown Township Board of Supervi$0<$ 
Nonllampton Township Bn3td ofSupcrviSOB 
Yardley Borough Councn 
Ntwtown Borough Council 
Jay Scnsit.wgb 
Oeonis Fisher 
Nancy Crescenw 
Mlb Galloehcr 
RobCiervo 
Counci.l Roclc School Board Pl'csiclmt and Council Rock School Superiatcodcnl 
Penosbwy School Board Prcsiden!and Pconsbury School Superinrcndenl 
Lower Mal<elield T owusbip Citi= Traffic Commission 
Associlled Press 
Ducts County Courier Times lOd Jnu:ll~ 
Newtown Advance and Yanlley N"""3 
Pbil..S.Iphla Joquin:r 
Trenton TilDe$ 
Trentoniao 
B risu>l Pilot 
CBS.KYW 3 
Ch11MCI6 
ChanneiiO 
Fox News 
Conccnnod Residents ofNewto..., c:Jo Jcn Dlx 
R.R. T.S. Membenmip (m= e-mail) .. 
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R.R.T.S. 

Residents for Regional Traffic Solutions, Inc. 
PO Box285 

Newtown, PA 18940 
RRTSbuckspaS@aol.com 

, TO:· -, State Representative David Steil and State Representative Scott Petri 
: · Assen)blymen: 31" and 178"' Districts, .respectively 

CHAIRMEN, Regional Traffic Planning Taslc Force 

FROM: Sue Hennan 
B.S. In Industrial Engineering (Penn State University) 
President; Residents for Regional Traffic Solutions, Inc. (RRTS) 

October11, 2007 

RE: Residents' o!ltfage that the 5/l0/07 Regional Traffic Planning. Task Foree 
meeting minutes are not accurate 

Dear State Representatives Stell and Petri, 

. 
' 

Residents are outraged that ftle approved minutes for the 5/l0/07 meeting of the Regional Traffic 
Planning Task Force (RTPTF) dQ not ac;curately reflect that Sue Herman, President of RRTS, 
read a 5130/071etter !Tom RRTS RE~ Reiterate Necessity for Traffic Calming on 
llnaenhurstf Stoopvllle Roads; 5130/07 Regional Traffic Plannlng.Tuk Foree Meeting into 
the public record. Ms. Herman specifically requested that this letter (Attachment I) become part 
of th!! public recof!l and after reading it, handed it .to Bob West who was presiding over the 
meeting. She asked him to ensure that the se<:retary (VICki H~ug), who left the meeting earty, 
was given the letter. Ms. Herman then sent a 5/31/07 fetter to Ms. Haug via Certified MaH witli a 
Retuin Receipt that explained what had transpired in her absence at the 5/30/07 RTPTF meeting 
(Attachment II). 

AI the ~inning of the 7/31/07 RTPTF meeting, a discussion took place regarding approval of 
the draft 5/30107 meeting minutes. RTPTF member Ron Smith specifically requested that it be 
added to the minufes that Sue He!man read a 5130/07 letter !Tom RRTS addressed to the RTPTF • > 
.and Mf. Coyne, regarding tl)e need for traffic calming on lindenhurst and Stoopvllle Roads. 
There' was no dissent to Mr. Smith's request, and the minutes were approved by the RTPTF. 

It was alarming to read the approved 5/30/07 RTPTF meeting minutes and.find that they DO 
NOT ACCURATElY REFLECT that Ms. Herman read the 5130107 letter into the public record. 
Residents are questioning whether this Jetter Is being intentionally left out of the, 
minutes, whether this is a deliberate attempt to keep others uninformed about the 
terrorizing dallv tramc conditions on Stoopville and Undenhurst Roads. 

Your constituents demand that you correct the 5130/07 RTPTF meeting minutes at the next 
meeting of the RTPTF (scheduled for 1 0/29/07). It is your duty. 

Cc: VA Uockr Sec"'lary for Memorial Affairs, William Tucrk 
Cuminc Fiscina, Safety Enginca, Fcdm~l Hi&f>w~y Administtalion 

r 
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Pat Bcaudc1, Chair, Siemo Club Soulhcasl PA Chapter 
Senator Arlen Specter 
Senator Roben C~y; Jr. . 
U.S.Coogrcssman Patrick Murphy 
Governor Ed Rendell 
State Senator ChMies Mcflhinncy, Jr. 
StOle Senator Tommy Tomlinson 
Allen Biehler, S«:retary ofTrnnsportation 
State Tr1U1Sp0flatioo Commission c/o HonOI'Bble Allen Biehler 
Richard Hogg. Deputy Scerda.ry for HighW11y Administtatio~ . 
BIIII.Aub3<:1t; PennOOT, Bureau of Highway~!""' Tiaffic Engiocering 
Rina Cutler, District Executive, PennDOT Dlstria 6 
DVRPC Board; c/o Jendd Cureton, chair 
Barry Seymour, Executive Director/DVRPC 
Don Shanis, Deputy Executive Dircc:tor/DVRPC 
Jerry S:oyue, DVRPC 
Regional T ransporWion Commiuee; c/o Manltew Lawson. chair 
Regional Citizens Commit;te<; c/o Wam:n Sllumj>fcr, chair 
James Cawley, Bucks County Commissioner 
Charles Mattin, Bucks County Commissioner 
S$dra Miller, Bucks County Commissioner . 
Lynn B~ Executive Dircc:lor, Bu~ CoWrty Planoina C~mrilission 
Noa.Chalr mel!' ben ortbe Rocfoaal Tra~ Pluaiac Task Fon:c: 

Vincent Dcon &: Perer Palestlna/Nortbampton Twp, Dan IWiigan & Bob West/Upper Makefield Twp, Marie Craig/ 
Newtown Bor.ou&Jt. JO. Hunter cl Chris Harding/Yardley Borough, Anne Goren&: Jerry Schenkman/Newtown Twp. 
Jane Mogne/Wrightstown Twp, Roo Smith & Gres Caiolo/Lowcr Makefield Twp. 

Soulltcaslcra Bucks l.ca3uc: of Municipalities, c/o Steve Sonta~Siero 
Lower Milcef~ld Township Board of Supervisors 
Upper Makefield Township Boanl of Supervisors 
Newtown Towri.blp B0ard of Supervisors 
WrightstoWn Township Board o(Supcrvlsors 
Nonhaffipton Township Board of Supervisors 
Yardley Borough Council 
Newtown Borough Coun<:il 
Coun<:il Rock School Bollld President 
Counen Rock School Sup<:rintcodau 
Pennshury School Board I'Tesldent 
Pennsbury School Superintendent 
Lower Makefield Township Citiuns Traffic Commission 
Associated' Press 
Bucks Count)-Courier Tim<:S and lnt<:lligcnccr 
Newtown AdVIIIC1: and Yardlq N.:ws 
Phillldelphill Inquirer 
Trenton Times 
Trcntoni.;, 
Bristol Pilot 
CBS-KYWJ 
Channel6 
ChltmleiiO 
Fox News 
Concerned Residents ofNewtown, c/o Jen Dix 
R.R. T.S. Membership (mass e-mail) 
Matt Maloney 
Deb Wachspr= 
Bob crcrvo 
M;ke Gallogher 
Nancy Crc:sccnzo 
Dennis Fisher 
Jay Senslbaugh 



R.R.T.S. 
Residents for Regional Traffic Solutions, Inc. 

PO Box285 
Newtown, PA 18940 

RRTSbuckspaS@aol.com 

TO: Barry Seymour; Exeartlve Director. Delaware Valley Regional Planning Commission (DVRPC) 

FROM: Sue Hannan; President, Residents for Regional Traffic Solutions, Inc. (RRTS)· 
B.S. in Industrial Engineering (Penn Stale University) 

December 10. 2007 

RE: Residents demand 01ddandum to 10107 Bucks Co. Regional Traffic Study Final Report 

Dear Mr. Seymour, 

On behalf of the more than 9,000 residents our cftlzens watchdog group represents, RRTS 
implores you to ensure that the DVRPC Immediately publishes an addendum to its October 2007 
Bucks Countv Regjonal Traffic Study Final Report (BCRTS) that includes: 

.1) ... all ORIGINAL written materials from municipalities dated through 1012g107 relative to the 
Draft Report of 6/07 and to the Final Report of 10/07 . . This addendum should be distributed 
In DVD form and in paper form to all recipients who got the original report in these forms. In 
addition, the addendum should be posted to the BucksCountyRegionarTrafficStudy.org 
website. h. per my public comment at the 12/6/07 DVRPC Board meeting, it ia not enough 
that DVRPC poSt the wt!tten materials received from municipalities to only the website 
· as-you suggested in your respori'se to Warren Strumpfer (Chair of tlie Regional Citizens 
Committee/ RCC) when he presented the RCC's resolution asking for an addendum to the 
BCRTS (Exhibit I, pg. Z). The website is temporary and few will refer to it. In years to oome, 
man1 will refer to the BCRTS DVD's and BCRTS paper reports distributed by the DVRPC. It 
is essential that all existing DVD's and paper reports be REPLACED by an amenc!ed report 
that includes the addendum and clearly and overtly explains what the amended report and 
addendum are all about All amended OVD's and paper reports should be clearly and 
overtly !abe led so that it is apparent that DVRPC is the author of the BCRTS. 

2) ... a disclosure notation that the participating municipalities have not accepted the 
contents of the report as their preferred solutions l!lnd that at the 10129/07 meeting of the 
Regional Traflic Planning Task Force (RTPTF), the municipalities could not agree upon how 
to accept the document- in fact, the municipalities DID NOT accept the document in its 
current condition. Also, include a disclosure notation that at the 10/29/07 meeting of the 
RTPTF, there were two (2) formal motions that failed. The subject of controversy was 
whether the content of the 10/07 Bucks County Regional Traffic Study Final Report was 
acceptable as a ' Final Report'. The RTPTF members who were present fiom Yardley 
Borough, Newtown Borough, Newtown Towllllhip and Lower Makefield Township 
voted against receiving this report as a ''Final Report" .• 

"BIPTF members Q!l!S!!O! il !be 10129!07 meeting; RIPIF eo.Ghalnl; Sbota Rep. Cava SleiV st..te Rep. Sec>U Petri 
RTPIF membei'&: Joe Hunter (Yardley Borough), Mane Cr.lig (N....town Borough), Anne G<lmn/ Jerry Scllen!<man 
(Newtown Twp.), Ron SmiW Gte9 Caiola (Lower Makefield Twp.), Pete Palestinal Vince Oeon (Northampton J wp.), 
Bob WesV Can Batllgan (Upper Makefield Twp.). Jane Magne (WIIghtstown Twp.) 
RTPIF membe!s absent at the' 10/29107J!!!!C!Ing; Chris Harding (Yardley Borough) 

r 
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WHY IS IT IMPORTANT TO PUBUSH THIS ADDENDUM? 

At the 10/16/07 RCC meeting, you and Don Shanls made a special presentation to the full RCC 
that was titled "A Discussion of Regional Priorities". In your presentation you stated that, 'the 
DVRPC fiercely protects its reputation as an honest broker'. In our op inion, the DVRPC's 
"reputation· as an honest broker" is at s take unless a timely, accurate and 
thorough addendum to the October2007 Bucks County Regional Traffic Study 
Final Report Is published as outlined on page #1 of this letter. 

With the October 2007 Bucks County Regional Traffic Study Final Report that exists today: 

• ... the CQncems of the citizenry and municipalities have been ignored. 

Th!!re is no Appendix that Includes the ORIGINAL written materials from the 
municipalities relative to the 6107 Draft and the 10/07 Final Report • The written 
materials submitted by municipalities were approved by the respective Board of 
Supervisors/ Councils and represent the sentiments of the citizenry who were actively 
Involved, at every level, during the three (3) years the RTPTF mel Citizens demand that 
these written materials be Included in this report and that they be unedited. 

The municipalities were given no time to discuss their serious concerns with the DVRPC 
or with each other, address disputes, make changes to the Draft BCRTS and review a 
subsequent reVised Draft Report This Is unCQnsclonable and makes a farce of the 
democratic process. 

• ... it appears that $400,000 {four hundr~ thousand dollars) of taxpayer's money was 
squandered on ~ study where the outcome is what was wanted in the first place. 

For their money, citizens expected far more than the "smoke and mirrors" language used 
in the DVRPC's 1 0123/07 cover letter RE: Bucks County Regional Traffic Study Final 
Report (Octobe r 2007) that acCQmpanied the BCRTS Final Report dei!Vered to RTPTF 
members only live days before it was to be voted upon. In the Final Report, the DVRPC 
ignored the majority of serious concerns expressed by municipalities. yet the propaganda 
in the CQver tetter leads the average reader to believe otherwise {see Exhibit V). 

On all fronts, there was intense written opposition to the proposed location of the 
roundabout at Stoopville and Washington Crossing Roads- which is strategically 
posi.tioned to give the exact alignment required for Jl 'Northam Bypass' , as per the 
DVRPC's very own 1988 Newtown Township Traffic Study. Despite this opposition, the 
DVRPC kept the roundabout location the same in the Final Report while glibly stating in 
the cover letter that, ' Some of the longer term geometric improvements are creative and 
represent different approaches to well known problem areas and will require more time to 
reline. These improvement ideas have been CQntroversial and may require additional 
community Involvement and/ or alternatives analyses. • Citizens and municipalities 
deserve better. 

'El<hibils II· rv are IOlOIII\Pies of writton materials doted throoob 10129107 thai municipalitles sent tD JIOny Coyne, OVRPC 
Prcject Manager for the BCRTS. 

• El<hibit II is • 9/19107 &i>•ge letter from Lower Makefield Tawnahip ID Jony Coyno 
Re: Butka County Regional Traffic Study-June 2007 Draft 

• Exhibit IIIIa a 1012GI07 1-page email from Yardley Borough ID Jeny Coyne Ra: Buclca County 
Regional Trafllc Study 

• El<hlb~ fll Is a 9/18107 1·page Iotter from Paul Beckort Jr. (Newlown Twp. Solicitor} and a 10129107 
48-9ogeletler from Newtown Township to Jeny Coyne Re: Bucb County Regional Tratnc Study 0.:: J . ~1 ;sr 

/ O't/3 7'/ ,.,. • 



• ... it is both misleading :and unscceptable lhlll it is til)ed a Flnaol Report. This Increases the 
possibility that in the future it will be misrepresented as a report that was approved by the 
seven (7) participating municipalities and supported In concept by all. In future years the 
recommendations in this report are sure to take on a life of their own. Is this what the 
DVRPC is banking on? Is it worth risking its reputation as an "honest broker"? 

• ... the DVRPC has taPed to achieve its goal as stated in the current Draft Public 
Participation Plan.a Strategy for Citizen Involvement (currently under reView for public 
comment) where it clearly states the DVRPC's "philosophy and intent to place pubUc 
pa~ipation at the forefront of the Commission's priorities." 

In closing, we would like to say that a reputation as an "honest broker" must be backed by 
actions, not just by words. We l'!ope you will ensure that the DVRPC immediately publishes an 
amended report and addendum as per points 1 and 2 on page #1 of this letter, in their entirety. 
Residents and elected officials want to believe that our Metropolitan Planning Organization is an 
"honest broker". 

We are watching and hoping. 

Cc: VA Undc:rSecn:wyforMemonal AffaiJS, WilliamTuetk· 
Dan Frucy, Buclcs·County Dircdor ofVctc:nll1S Affairs 
Camline Fiscina, Safety Engin=, Fcdc:ral Highway Administration 
Pat Beaudet. Ch.air, Sicmo Club Southeast PA Chapter 
Senator Nlen Specter 
Smator Robert Casey, Jr. 
U.S.Ccng:n:s.oanan Palrlck Muiphy 
Governor Ed RcndtH 
SUte Seoator Charles MclD>inncy, Jr. 
State Seoator Tommy Tomlinson 
Allen Bic:hlcr, Secretary ofTI:Insportation 
State 'l'ron$pottation Commission do Honond>le All<n Biehler 
Ricbard Hogg. Deputy Secretary for Highway Administnllion 
Bill Laubach; Pc:rmOOT, Bureau of Highway Sail:ly and Traflie Enginec:ring 
Les Toaso; A'cting Distrid Execuli'ie, PennDOT Distrid 6 
DVRPC Board; e/o Jc:rald Cun:ton. chair 
Don Shani~ Deputy Executive Director/DVRPC 
Jerry Coyne, DVRPC 
Regional Transportation Commitlcc; do Matlhcw LaW5011, chair 
Regiontll Cimens Commitlcc; e/o WlUTCI Strun'lpfcr, ehair 
State Rcpresenta!ivc David Steil, Regional Traflic Planning Task Fon:e Co-Chair 
State Rcpn:scntati\<c Scon Pelrl, !Ugional Trnflic Plonning Task Fon:e Co·Cbait 
1= Cawley, Bucks County Commissioner • 
Charles Martin, Bllcks County Commissioner 
Sandra Miller, Bucks COWlty CommissionCT 
DiODC Marxg!ia 
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L)'DD Busb, Executive Director, Buclcs County Plannios Commission 
Noa..Cbair merabers of the Rqioaal Traffic Plaaaillll Tuk Force: 

Vincct~t 0C(>n & Pctct PoJ<:Siino/Northampton Twp, Dan Raujcon & Bob W.,.Wppcr Mnkefield Twp, Matk.Crois/ 
Nc:wtown Borough. Joe Hunlct & Chris Hat!Jing!Yardlcy Borough. Anne Goren & Jerry S<:henPnan/Ncwiown Twp, 
Jane M"!!"cfWrightstown Twp, Ron Smith & Greg Caiola/Lowcr Makefield Twp. · 

, Southeastern Buclc:s League of Municipalities, clo Steve S31ltarsiero 
Lowor Makefield Township Board of Supervisors 
Upper Makefield Township Board of Supervisors 
Nc:wtown Township Boanl of Supervisors 
Wrigb1$town Townllhip Boanl of Supervisors 
Northampton Townsblp Board of Supervisors 
Yardley Borough Council 
Nc:wtown Borough Couocil 
Council Rock School Board President 
Council Rock School Superintendent 
Pcnosbwy School Board President 
Pennsbwy Schoof SUJ)trintendent 
Lower Makefield Township Citizens Traffic Commission 
Associated l'n:s$ 
Buclc:s County Courlct Time$ and lnteUigenccr 
Nc:wtown Adv31lce aod Yardley News 
Philadelphia IDqujrer 
Trenton Times 
TTCntonian 
BrmoiPUot 
CBS.KYWJ 
Channel6 
Channel tO 
Fox News 
Concerned Rcsida>tS of Newtown (mliS$ e-mail) 
R.R. T.S. MemberY!ip (mt1$S e-mail) 
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R.R.T.S. 
Residents for Regional Traffic Solutions, Inc. 

PO Box285 
Newtown; PA 18940 

RRTSbuckspaS@aol.com 

TO: . Bany Seymour; Exewtive Director, Delaware Valley Regional Planning Commission (DVRPC) 

-· FROM: Sue Herman; 

February 11, 2008 

Presidenl, Residents for Regional Traffic Solutions, Inc. (RRTS) 
B.S. In Industrial Engineering (Penn State University) 

RE: 10/01 Bucks County Regional Traffic Stvdr Final Report (BCRTS) 
Reiterate the need for il replacement CD·ROM that 

1) ... includas the 1/08 Addendum to Final Beoort 
2) .. .1s properly labeled so that It is clear that the DVRPC performed the BCRTS 

for the Regional Traffic Planning Task Force 

Dear Mr. Seymour, 

On behalf of the more than 9,000 residenls our citizens watchdog group represents, we than I< the 
DVRPC for distributing the 1108 Addendum to Final Report to those who received a hard copy of 
the Buck§ Countv Regional Ttpffjc Study Final Report dated Qctpber 2007 (BCRTS). We also 
than!< the OVRPC for making an electronic version of lhe 1108 Addendum to Final Report· 
available via link from the'project website's (wy.w.BucksCountvRegionaiTralficS!lJdv.ora) Home 
page.• 

RRTS is a Regional stakeholder of the BCRTS, as noted several Urnes In Appendix B of the 
BCRTS Yltllch also states that lhere are a total of 13 Regional Stakeholders and 29 Municipal 
Stakeholders of the BCRTS. As a stakeholder, we greatly appreciated receiving lhe original 
BCRTS In CD-ROM format, as noted in Don Shenis's 10130/07 letter to Susan Herman 
RE: Bucks County Regional Traffic Study (October 2007) which Is attached as Exhibit II. 

As per my public comment at lhe 1216/07 DVRPC Board meeting and RRTS's 12/10/07 letter lo 
you RE: Residents demand addendum to 10101 Bucks Co. Regional Traffic Study Flnal 
Report, we believe, as stakeholders, that it Is imperative for those who received a CO-ROM 
format of the original BCRTS to receive a replacement CD-ROM that includes the 
1/08 Addendum to the Final Report and is PROPERLY LABELED so that It Is clear lhat the 
OVRPC perftlmled lhe Study for the Regional TraffiC Planning Task Force. As you are aware, 
the DVRPC name was inadvertently omitted from lhe CO-ROM label. 

Wrth lhe current CD-ROM label, the reader can easily misconstrue the BCRTS as an accepted 
study, when this Is not the case. As you know, ai -the 10129/07 meeting of lhe Regional Traffic 
Planning Task Force, lhe seven (7) participating municipalities could not agree upon how to 
accept lhe document, and the municipalities DID NOT accept lhe document in its current 
condition. There were two formal motions that fafled. The subject or controversy was whether 
the content and recommendations of the 10/DT Bucks Countv Regional Trafflt: Study Final Reoort 
was acceptable as a "Final Report", (See Exhibit Ill, 1114/0Sietter from Lower Makefield 
Township to Jerry Coyne Re: Bucks County Regional Traffic Study Final Report, 
October 2007; Request for Addendum.) 

"As per Don Shanis's 10/23107 letter RE: Bucg County Regional Traffic Study Final Report (October 2007) Co Ronald 
Smith, "The domaJn name www Buck&Countv8ealoo3rTrafficStudy.org, ~nd project website have been sta~red untit 
Oc:IDl>er 25. 2008. • Tltis letter is allacl1ed as Exhib~ 1. 
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Other stakeholders share our views. W e have included the Regional Stakeholders noted on the 
DVRPC's 10127/06 handou1 titled Stakehold§rs Accepled (Exhibit IV) in the oopy list of this letter. 

We are formally requesting that the DVRPC distribute a replacement CD-ROM that a.) includes 
the 1108 Addendum 1o Final ReOO!fand b.) is proper1y labeled so that it is clear that the DVRPC 
performed the BCRTS for the Regional Traffic Planning Task Force. to those who received the 
CD-ROM format of the original Bucks County Regional Traffic Study (dated: October 200n. We 
respectfully ask for a written response to our request and would appreciate receiving it by 
February 28, 2008. 

. 
~ VA Under Sccrdary for Memorial Affain, William Tum 

Don Fraley, Bucb<Aumy DirectorofVc<cnnsAf!'llin 
C.,..inc t1xin&, Safety Engin«r, Fc:d<nl HIS)Iw.y Adminislralion 
Pat 8audct, Cl>alr, Sima Oub Soutbeasl PA Chaplcr 
Senator Arlen Specter 
Se""w Rob<n Ca$cy, Jr. 
U.S.Congrc:ssmon Plllrick MUiphJI 
Governor Ed Rendell 
Stille Senator Cbarlcs Mcllhinncy, Jr. 
Stale ScnatorTommy1omlinson 
Allen Bichler, Sccn:c.vy of Transpo1111r!on 
Stale Transpcnatfon CommiS$1on c/o Honorable Allen Bichler 
Rlchanl Hosg. Deputy Secretary for HiS)Iway Administration 
Bill Laubach; PemDOT. Bureau ofHiS)Iway Safety and Traffic Englnccring 
Lcs Toaso; Distr!CI Executive, PennDOT Disuict6 
OVRPC Board; c/o Jerald CUreton, chair 
Don Shanis, Deputy Exccvtive DircCior/ DVRPC 
Jerry Coyne, OVRPC 
RelionoJ Tronsporution Committee; c/o Manhew Lawson, chair 
Resioruol Citizens Comminec; c/o Warrm Stnunpfa. chair 
Slllle Rep<eSCnwive David Ski!. Rqional TraiTIC PI~W~In& Task Fa= Co-Chair 
State RepteS<nt:ltive Scott Petri, Rqionol Tralllc Ptannln& Task FO<CO Co-C1Wr 
lorna Cawley. Bucb County Commissioner 
Cbarlcs Martin, Bucks County Commissioner 
D11111o Marseelia, Buelcs County Commiuioncr 
Lynn Busb, EXecutive Director, Buclcs Counl)l Pl1111nina Commission 
No..cllalr momiMn oftbe Recional Trame Plannln& Task f orce: 

Vln«nt Ocon .t James Cunningham/Northampton Twp, Dan Rottisan .t Bob Wcst!Upp<T Makefield Twp, Gerard 
O'Malley tl Mike Sellers/Newtown Borou&h, Joe Hunter tl Katherine CadWlllloder/Yanlley Borough, Jerry 
Sohenkman & Mike GallaS)IcriNewtown Twp, Jane Ma&neiWrl&hlSiown Twp. Ron Smith & Gn:g Caioltllowcr 
Makefield Twp. 

Rqlonol Stokcltolden or the IICRTS: 
Steve Harris, Susan Hmnan, Mart E. Kendrick, Mark 1. Kidn, Marie Lcbcgcm, JIIJlXS J. Linlw. P.ul B.l.ona, 

Robcn Miller, lames 0 . Morrissey, Jaek Pinheiro, William Rickett, Mark Shablin 
Soulheutcrn Bucks League of Municipalities: tlo Steve SantarSiero, chair 
Lower Ma.i<efteld Township Board ofSUJ)<t'iso~ 
Upper Makefield Township Board ofSupcn;scn 
Newtown To,.nsbip Board ofSupcrvi5ors 
WrishiSiown Township Board of Supervison 
Nonh»np<on Township Board ofSupervison 
Yardley Borough Council 
Ntwtown Borough Council 

• . . ,, .. · ... 
Council Rock School Board President, Richard AbratMOn 
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Cooncil Rock School Supcrint<nd<nt. MIU'k Klein 
Pcnnsbury School Board Pn:sidcn~ Gn:! lucidi 
P<nn<bury School CEO. Paul long 
lower Makcneld Township Citiu:n& Tr•mc Commission: clo Gu,· Gilman. chair 
AsJOCieted Press 
Bucks Count)' Courier Times and lntclll&tnocr 
Newtown Ad't'lllet' 
Yardley News 
Philadelphia Inquirer 
Trenton Tim<$ 
Tn:ntonian 
Brislol Pilot 
CBS-KYWJ 
C11111ncl6 
Cllanncl 10 
fox New 
MocSood 
Conc<med Rmdcnts of Newtown (mass e-mail) 
R.R.T .S. Mcmbctship (m3SS <•mail) 

r 
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R.R.T .• _S. 
Residents for Regiohaf Traffic Solutions, Inc. 

POBox285 
Newtowri, PA 18940 

RRJSbuckspaS@aoi.com 

TO: Barry Seymour; ExerutivB DireCtor, Delaware Valley R"egiOnal Planning Cof:nmisslon (OVRPC) 

Don Shanls; Deputy'Executlve'OiredOI", OVRPC 

Jerry Coyile; DVRPC Projed Managet lor !he Buclts County Regional Traffic Study 

· FROM:- ·Sue Herman; Pre$ielenl. Residents lor Regional l'raflic: Solutions, fnc. (RRTS) 
B.S. ir:' lndostrial Engineering (Penn Slate Univefsity) 

March t 8, 2008 

SUBJECT: Mr. Seymour's 3151081etter to RRTS 
Re: Bucks County Regional Traffic study (BCRTS)' Report Addendum _ 

Dear Mr. ~eyri-iour, Dr. Shanis_ and Mr. Coyne, ·' 

While we appreciated receiVing Mr. Seymour's 3/5108 letter- In response to RRTS's request that 
the DVRPC publish and distribute a replacement CO:-ROM that lricludes the Januacv 2008 
Addendum to Final Report and is properly labeled - we were surprised that lie "declined our 
request". 

We believe this action is contrar)t to the DVRPC's claim ln its 2008 Weekly Planner titlad Tha 
PowerofPiann1ng. where it slates that "DVR.PC's public outreacli effOrt promotes two-way 
communication between stakeholders and the Commission, and enliances pliblic awareness ef 
regional issues.~ The DVRPC's refusal to issue the replacement CD-ROM that Stakeholders are 
entitled to is, in our. opinion, a failure to 'live up to the Vital communication that the DVRPC is 
!Jbllgated to provide. · · 

We believe that citizeM "went the distance• in communicating with the OVRPC regarding the 
BCRTS, as i$ evideilt in the attached RRTS time.line titled TIITiifmg i#t; Octpb6r 200§- -
Maa:h 2008, •Showing DVRPC§ Re(vsa{ To Pub/ish A Reo/acemenl CD-ROM fpc !be Bgcks 
Countv Regional TraffiC Study Final Ritoort d81ed 1007 (Exhibit A). 

We are extremely disappointed and hope ~t you w_\11 r9C;()!lsidef your position on issuing a. • 
replaCement CD-ROM to Sta)(eholders that includes the JanuaN 2008 Addeodj!m to Final Report 
and is properly labeled .. 

~ 
~~-~~~---------

President 

Cc'I/N A. Under Sca-ctary for Memorial Affairs, Willi.;, 'tuerl< · 
~an Fraley, Bucks County Oir=or or'ireu:ran$ AJfaiiS •. 
~Carmine flscloa. Safety Enginect, Federal Hig)l~ay Aclministn~tion 
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P:1t Be3udet, O.alr, Sierra Club Southeast PA Cltilptet 

Stoa10r Arle11 Spec~er 
S<:oa!or Robert Casey, Jr. 

~ U..S.CoogHssaw Plllrid< Mlllpby 
. 'lit Govanor lld IJaldcll 

swe SeMto('O=Ies McJihinney, Jr. 
S!J!le Seo31br Tommy Tomlinson 
Allcn Bicbla, Scc:n:tary ofTnmsponation 

1it Sl2k Tnnspomltion Commi!!Sion rlo Honorable AJJc:n Bichler 
.Rfdlard Hogg. Deputy Secretary for Hl&bway.Admlni.suittlon 
Bilii.Aubocb; PCIII>DO"{, S........ ofHighW11y Safely and Tn>Jroe EQgincc:iing 

,Lcs Toaso; Dislri<t Exc:cutive, Pc:nnDar District 6 
'II# DVRPC Board; rio Jcnld Cureton. c.ba1r . -. : . . 

~·· ' 
•' . 

l!~ooai T~on Commitll:e; c/o M~cw Lawson, c:luir 
Regional Crt!=s Committee; c/o Wamn Stnnnpfcr, chair · 

• ~Still: Represt:~~!alive David Steil. ROiiooal Traffic Planniog Tosl< Forte Co-Chair 
if'SWC Represt:lltative Seott Pi:lri, Regioual Tratlic PI Willing Tost Forte Co-Chair 
tjt"::amcs Cawley, Buclcs County Commi.ssion<r 

O>arles MJUtin, Buclcs Co~mty Coriunl$$1ooer 
Diane Maneglia, Buc:lcs County Commi!!Sioner 
Lynn Bush. Executive Oirect<lf', Bu.c:lcs COunty Plmming Commission. 
No...cb.air mc111bcn of the Rcgioail Tr.alllc Plaanlac Task For.:c: . 

Vincent Dcon & Jam!" Cunningham/Nol1hamplm> Twj..·Dan IUI!igoa & Bob WcsVUppcr Makefield Twp. Geron! 
O'Malley & Mike Sellers/ Newtown Bornogh, Joe Hunrer & Kadlqine Cadwl!JiadcrNardley Borouah, Jerry 
Schcn.kman & Milce Gall3gber/Newto\vn Twp, Jane Magnc/Wrigbtstnwn Twp, Ron Smith & Greg Caiola!Lowcr 
Makefield Twp. 

R<&ioaal Stakcholdcn o(tbc BCRTS: 
Sieve Hillis, Susan Henruin, Marie E. Kendrick, Mark J. Klein, Marie Lcbc&un. James J. Linksz, Paul B. Long, 

Robert Millci, James D. Morrissey, Jad Pinheiro, William Rickett, Marie Slulblin 
llfSouthastan Buclc!I.Lcagoe ofMunicipalities: rlo Steve Santll'Sicro, chair 

Low..-M•keneld Town$1Up Boo.rd ofSuperv!Jor< 
Upper lll&kefleld Towrullip Board of Superv!Jor< 
Newtown Township .Board ofSupervisors 
Wrigbtslown Township Board of SUpervisors 
N'Otih..,Pton Township Board ofSupavisofs 
Yordley Boroup·ColmCil 
NcwtoiNu Borough Couocil 
Couocil Roelc Schoolll<>an! Pn:sident, R.ielwd Abrimson 
Coui>cll R<>dc School Supcrinlendent, Marl< !Oein 
Penrisbwy Scllool Board Presiileor, Greg Lucidi 
Pennsbury Sebool CEO, Pou1 Long 
Lowtr Malcefield Township Citiz.cns Tnoffic Commission: rlo Gvy Oilman, cbair 
Assocfllh:d Press 
Ducks County GouricrTomc:sand lntelligenecr 
Newtown AdvancC 
Yatdley News 
Pbiladc:lpllia Inquirer 
'l'n:nlon Taues 
Trro!IO<)jan 
BriStol Pilot 
CBS.KYW3 
Ch.mncl6 
CII3Mell0 
Fox New 
MoeSoocl 
COna:med Residents of Newtown (mass e>mail) 
R.R. T.S. Membership (11)3SS e>mail) 

r 
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R.;R.T.S. 
Residents for Regional Traffic Solutions, Inc. 

PO Box2S5 
Newtown, PA 18940 

RRTSbuckseaS@~ot.com 

Gre& Caiola, Chairman 
Lower Makefield Township Board ofSupen'isors 
I 1 00 Edgewood Roa(J 
Yardley, PA 19067 

Ron Smith 
Lower Makefield Township Superv:isor 
I 100 Edgewood Road 
Yardley, PA 19067 

Ma.-ch 26, 2008 

RE: Draft Mioutes for the 10/29/07 Regional .Traffic Planning Task Force(RTPTF) Meeting; 
Request that at lh.e 3/31/08 RTPTF mediog, yo11 ask tb" RTPTF NOT TO APPROVE tbe 
loaccuntl! statement iD Comment 114 

Dear Mr Caiola and Mr. Smith, 

We have reviewed the Draft Minutes for the 10/29/07 ~eeting of the RTPTF. Please note that 
Comment #4 ig the draft minutes is inaccurate. It states, 

"4.Apprtwal ofKurutes [rom May 31, 2007 
Ther.e was a darificarion mode tlwt. Mrs. Herman read from a letter after the minute5 were 
approwd, not before. All present in f{/1/or. Motion carried. Mr.- and Mr. Hunter abstained." 

For an aectm~te history of Mrs. Herman's ~ding of the referenced letter, see Exhibit J titled 
Timeline #2: H'utory Q[Sue Hermtm's ReadingofRRTSs 5130107 Ultu (Addres,sed To The 
RTPTF Am!Jerrv Coyne/ ".RE: Reiterate Necessftv for TrafTic CJJ!min~r on LlndmhlllSf/ 
StootntilleJltxuls; S/30/0iRgional Traffic f/anning Taslr Force Meeting" Into The Public 
Record gt thj 5/J0/07 R.TPTF Meetin~ and MTS's Struggle To Get 11ris Accurately Reflected In 
The RTPTFMmutes. 

We know that as Lower Makefield Township's representatives on the RTPTF, you have worked 
hard to have the minutes accurately reflect that this lener was read into the public record at the 
5/30/07 RTPTF meeting. Residents are asking why certain other forces on the RTPTF are 
working so bard to have the reading of this letter "sWept under the rug". 

Is it becaus~ RRTS's 5/30/07 letter so accurately depicts the 
volatile conditions that exist on Lindenhurst and Stoopville Roads 
and the need for .traffic calming? 

Is it because the letter states that ~he RTPTF and Dela!Vare Valley 
Regional Planning Commission are aware of the volatile '1!%'1 
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conditions on Lindenhurst and Stoopville Roads and the need to 
restore traffic to sanity, so that it is safe for travel by vehicles, 
pedestrians and biqclists? 
(Lindenhurst and Stoopville Road5 are part of a 9. 7 mile circuitous ,esideotial routt that literally 
bypasses the Newtown Bypass. This residential route bas weU iu excess of 9,000 residents living 
along it and more than ISS access points, most residential driveways. According to the lnstitllle 
for Transportation Engineers, "Control of access is among the most influential geometric aspeClS 
a:ffecting crash frequency on the bigbway SYStem.") 

Is it because politicians and agencies are preparing, behind the 
scenes, to ram a roundabout through at the intersection of 
Stoopville and Washington Crossing Roads, using the Veterans 
C~metery as an excuse - .despite strong documented opposition 
from municipalities and residents? 

Is it because, behind th'e scenes, there is continued pressure by 
cert.ain politicians/ ag.encies to construct tbe Northern Bypass 
along Stoopville and L indenhurst Roads - behind residents' 
backs? 

The recent horrific accident in Lower Makefield - involving a car, loaded dump truck. and oil 
"lanker (see Exhibit IJ; Bucks County Courier Times Bfticle titled 4 walk away (rom tierv tankEr 
accident) -underscores wby It Is esseDtial that effedfve trafllc calming measures be 
implemented oa Swamp, S toopville au·d Linden bunt Roads- where there is an inordinately 
high volume of truck 1raffic due to the four (4) Wrightstown quanies and heavy residential 
development adjacent to the roads. · 

RESIDENTS OPPOSE ANY ROUNDABOUT TREATMENT AT THE 
INTERSEcnON OF STOOPVILLE AND WAsHINGTON CROSSING ROADS, 
AS A R,OUNDABOUT WR.L LEAD TO HIGHER VOLUMES OF TRAFFIC 
TRAVELING AT EVEN GREATER SPEEDS ALONG STOOPVILLE AND 
LINDE~T ROADS. 

We n:spedfully request ohoa, tb11.t at the Man:h 31. 2008 RIPTF meeting you ask. the 
RTPT.F JIIOT TO APPROJIE the iuac:cupte smtement in #4 of the Dnft Miuatea for the 
10129/07 RTPTF Meeting. 

We are grateful that as a result of your efforts ant! citizens' efforts, the Revised Final Minutes for 
the 5/30/07 RTPTF Meeting a,r;d the f inal Minutes for the 7131/07 RTPTF Meeting accurately 
reflect ~e reading of RRTS's letter into the public niord at the 5/30/07 RTPTF meeting. 

Thank you for consideration of our request~.~~~~~~"*"----------
ue H rman 
President 

· <r. VA Under S«ret3ry for Memorial AJfair.;, William Tucrk 
Dan Fraley, SucltsCounty Din:riorofVetenonsAffalrs • 
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Carmine r.scina, Safety EJ1gin=, Fcdaa.l llich...,_Y Administr.llion 
Pat Bcoudet, Clair, SicmL Oub SoUihc:ast PA Chapter 
S<niiOc" Aria! Specter 
S<niiOc" Robert c...y, Jr. 
U.S.Congrcssman l'alrick Murphy 
Governor Ed Rendell 
Sbie ScnaiOr Clwfcs Mcllhinncy, Jr. 
Slate Senator Tommy TomliJison 
Allm Biehler, Sec<etaty ofTranspottalion 
Sbic 1'tonsporllllio Commission c/o Honorable Allen Bidllcr 
Richard Hogg. Deputy Sm.,ooy for Highway Admlnisinlion 
Bill Laubach; PcnnDOT, Bureau ofHJgllw.y Sakly and Tnfllc Enginccrina 
LeS Toaso; DISirlet Executive, PcnnDOT DiSirlet6 
DVRPC Boanl; c/o Jerald Cureton, cbe.ir . 
Don Shanis, D<puty Executive Di=tor/ DVRPC 
Jerry Coyne, OVRPC 
Reglonal Tr.msportatlon Commin<e; c/o Matthew Lawson, cbair 
Reslonal Citluns ~c/o Warren Sttwnpfer, chair 
Swc Rcprescnllltivc David Ste.l, Regional Tnffic PlaMing Task FO<U Co-<lWr 
Sta!c Rcprcsallllbvc Scou Pdri, Rqjonal Traffic Plannin& Task Force Co-a>alr 
lames Cawley, Boda County Commissioner 
Cbar1c:s Matlin, .Budcs Counry Commissio-
Di~~ne Marscafia. Bucks County Ccrnmissionc:r 
Lynn Bush, Executive Din:aor, .Budcs County Plmnin& .Coavn~n 
No..Oalr IDt•INn o.ftlle .RectoPI Traftlc Planl•c Tu k Force: · 

Vlncenl Ocon & lames CUMinghllln/Northampton TWp, Dan Raltipn & Bob WcsiiUpper Malccficld TWp, Gcrord 
O'Malley & Mike Sellr:r.ll Newtown Borougll.loe Hunter .t Katberinc Cadwallada:/Yardlcy Borouch, Jerry 
Schcnkman 4 Mike Galloahet/Nowtown Twp, lane MaiJIIciWrichtStown Twp. Ron Smith 4 Orca Coiola/Lower 
Makefield Twp. 
~Dal Stokahold•ra ortho BCRTS: 

Stove HNTill, Su....n Herman, M:vk E. Kendrick, M:vk J. Klein, Marie Lebcgem, Jrunes J. Links>, Paul 0. Lons. 
Robert MOler, JlllnCS D. Morrissey, laclt Plnheito, Willlw Rlckdt, M:vk Shablin 

Southeas1cro Budcs League ofMonicipalities: c/o~· Santarsiero, chair 
t..owcr ~lleid Towns/lip Boatd orsupen1scws 
Upper Makdlcld Towilship Board oC Supa:visors 
Now1own Township Board ofSupc:rviSOIS 
Wrl&butown Township Board of Supervisors 
Ncxthomptoo Township Board ofSupcrvison 
Yardley Borovgb Co.mcil 
NeWtown Oomugh Counctl 
Council Rock Scbool Boanl Pr<sidcn~ Ricba-d Abramson 
Council Rock Scbool Superinteodc:n~ Mark Klein 
Pcnosbury School Board Ptcsidcnl, Gr<g Lucidi 
Pcnnsbury School CEO, Pout Loog 
Lower Makefield ToW113hip Ciri?.r:ns Traffic Commission: c/o Gazy Oilmaa, chair 
~lllcd Press 
Buoks Coilnty Courier TiliiC$ and lnttlli&cnccr 
Newtown Advanoe 
Y an! ley Nc:w> 
l'hilodc:lpbia Inquirer 
Trenton Ti!IIC3 
Tru~tonlan 

Bristol P~ot 
CBS.KYWJ 
Channd6 
Chonnd 10 
Fox New 
MocSood 
Conca uc:d Residents ofNcwtown (mass e-mail) 
R.R.T.S. l,fcm~ip (mass e-mail) 
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R.R. T .S. ;:;x • .;.'1 
Residents for Regional Traffic Solutions, Inc. 

PO Box285 
Newtown, PA 1894.0 , 

RRTSbucksPfsaaoJ.!fO!!! 

TO: State Representative David stell and State Repl'88entatlve Scott Petri 
Assemblymen: 31" and 178"' Districts. respectively 
CHAIRMEN, Regional Traffic P!Bnning Task Force (RTPTF) 

Non-<:halr members ofthe ~eglonal Traffic Planning Task Force• 

Bany Seymour; Executive Director. Delaware Valley Regiooal Planning Commission(DVRPC) 

Don Shim is; Deputy Exec:uliva pirec!or, OVRPC' 

Jerry Coyne; OVRPC Project Manager for the Bucks County Regional Traftlc S1udy 

FROM: Sue Hennan 
B.S. in Industrial Engineering (Penn State University) 
Presid":nt; Residents for Regipnal Traffic Solutions,,lnc. (RRTS) 

March 26, 2008 

RE: 1) Bucks Coanty Regional Traffic Study Report dated J:0/07 
l) January 2008 Addeo~ om to tbe Dudes Coaoty Regional Traflic: Study Report 

dated 10107 

. . 
Dear Representative Steil, Representative Petri, Mr. Seymour, Dr. Shan is, Mr. Coyne and 
Non-Chair Members of the RTPTF, · · 

On behalf of lbe more than 9,000 residents that our regional citizens watchdog group represents, 
and as a Stakeholder of the Bucks County Regional Traffic Study, RRTS respectfully requests 
that the RTPIF include this document- unedited - as part of the Bucks Com1ty Regional Traffic 
Study Report. 

Following are RRTS's comments/concerns regarding the Bucks Countv Regiqnol Trq(lic Studv 
Reoort dated 10107 (BCRTS) and the January 2008Addendum to the Bucb County Regional 
Traffic S!udy Reoort dated I 0107 (Addendum). 

•1!folona! T"""e P!!!nn!na Task F""* Choi"""" : State Rep. David Steil. Sl<ote Rep. Sa>tl Potd 111m"""' /) v 
-1108: ViiiQlnl Deon & J- Cunnfng~amplon Twp, 03n Ra!llgan & Bob Wesi/Upper Makefield Twp, 7~ /'lf 
Ge<ard O'Malley &Mil<a Selle1$/ NewloWI> Borough, Joe Hunter & Kathofine Cadwallader/Yardley 8o<o1J9h, J6fy 
SdleMm311 & Mile Gallagher/N<h'llown Twp, Jane MagneJWrighlsiDwn Twp. Ron SmM & Greg Caiofallower Makefil(i;kl 
~ . ~ 
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RRTS opposes the BCRTS and Adde.ndu.m because the DVRPC still retommend.s: 

• .. .strnigbteaing tbe curve at tile southern end of Li.ndenhurst Road. 

(The OVRPC provided no safety reasons for suaigbtening Ibis curve. S!Jaigbtening the curve will 
facilitate connecthig Liodenhum Road with 1-95, possibly by l'lllllling the road across the Wright 
Fann- regardless of the protections that have been set up for preserving the farm. This wiU lead 
t<l'a Northern Bypass via Lindenhurst and StoopviUe Roads or to a Nortbero Bypass via an 
extended Upper Silver Lake Road to Stoopville Road, a w:nario that the DVRPC studied in its 
1988 N.:wt(TW!'I Townshio Traffic Study. See Exhibit 1.) 

• ••. positioning tbe roundabout at StoopYille and Wasbiagton Crossing Road! in the strnte&ic 
a ad peculiar loutioa sbO'f!'D ia Figure 5-3 oftbe Jun~ 2QQ7Drt1(1 Rttptlrl o(thtt Buds County 

Rqional Traflk Studv a nd In Flpre S.J of tile BCR-r-; despite strong opposition from 
munkipalitits and citizens ('Esbibit U). To addition, on pagell19 of tbe DVRPC's Deeember 
2007 public:ation titled Rgional Roundabout Ana/ysis, Ph au I (Exlliblt Ill) It states, 

"Figure 4: Bucks County Prioritiud Lodltion Ill 
lntersedion of P A 532 (Washington Crossing Road) and Stoopville Road" 

The positioning of this roundabout gives 3Jl a.lignment that makes Stoopville Road (currently a 
collector road) function mori: like a main artery and Washington Crossing Road (currently an 
arterial highway, PA TrafflC Route 532) function more like a minor road. It paves the way for a 
Nortbtm Bypass along Lindenhurst and Stoopvillc Roads. 

Lower Makefield Township's (LMT's) 9119/07 Letter to Jerry Coyne Re: Bucks County 
Re&ional T raffiC Study - Juae 2007 Draft and LMT's 3/18/0SI..ett<:r to Jerry Coyne RE: 
Bucks County Re&iocol Trame Study-October 2007 Rtport a ad January 2008 Addendum 
state this about the roundabout in Figure S-3, "At tba intersection ofStoupville Road and 
Washington Crossing Road, tho· existing geometry provides for the majcw 'through' movement to 
occ;ur on Washington Crossing Road, wbicb is classified as an arterial road, with Stoopvillc Road , 
classified as a collector road, joining Washington Crossing Road as the minor approach. With the 
rotmdabout layout shown in Figure 5-3 ofthe BCRTS, the major 'through' movement is shilled to 
Stoopville Road west of the intersection ..• Lower Makefield Township recommends tbal several 
alternatives, including a signalized intersection, for this intersection be evaluated to ensure the 
future layout oftbis intersection will not adversely alrcct the character of the roadways and 
surrounding area. Lower Makefield Township docs not favor the alignment shown in 
Figwe S-3." 

Newtown and Lower Makefield Townships ~already in the process of embracing a signalized 
intei'section at Stoopville Road and Washington Crossing Roads requiriQg little- if any
realignment of the roads, as indicaled in the 11/07 Gilmore&: Associates Traffic Calming Plan for 
Stoopville Road anacbed to the 12/21/07 Letter from Newtown Township's traffic engineer to 
Joseph Czajkowski, Newtown T ownship's Manager, RE: Stoopville Road - Traffic Calmi11g 
and Rebabilitation; Newtown ToWIISbip, Bucks County (Exhibit IV) 8lld correspondence from 
LMT's traffic engineer to the LMT Board ofSupcrvisor.s and LMT Cili2.c:ns Traffic Commission 
daled 2/29/08 and 3/10/08 (Exhibit V). 

In addition, the 2009 Tranroortation Program Project Ab.rtrad forth£ Staopville Road 97./ 1 9 a 
Rehabililali'on Proi•ct (Exhibit Vl) no longer states that there should be a realignment of the 'j 10 I 
intersection of Stoopville and Wasbingto~ Crossing_Roads. RRTS vehemently protested Y? 
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realignment of this intt:nection thlll was called for during previous TIP cycles in the Project 
Abstract for (be Stoopville Road Rehabilitation Project because, as per the DVRPC's l2B1 
NI!Wtown Towrqhio Trriffic Stu&, ''To affect a northern bypass via Stoopv11Je Road, it is vital to 
realig~~ this intcrscction. A cooperative effurt between Newtown Township and Low8T Malcefield 
Township is necessary for the intersection to be upgr.Wed..~ 

With the exception oflbe TIP cycle that we are CIIJ"I'tlltly in, RRTS bas provided both oral and 
written testimony against the SlnQpvillt< Rood R.Jrabilitation Trantpoaaifon !mprovemenJ 
Pro[t!ct at the State Tnnsportatioo Commission; Bucks County Planning Conunission and 
OVRPC public bearings during all TIP cycles since Aprill999. In addition, Lower Malcefield 
Township .strongly opposed the Stooovilfe Rood Rc!tobllltanon Project during previous TIP 
cycles (See Exhibit VD). 

Also, it is distlllt>ing to eitiuns that the DVRPC removed the incorrect reference to tbe 
intersection of StoopviDe Road and Worthington MJJV Wrightstown Road in the BCRTS, only to 
replace it with th.e foUowing adverse interseeUons; Stoopville Road and Durham Road, Stoopvillc 
Road and Liotoa Hill Road/ Creamery Road, and Stoopville Road and-Wasbingtoo.Crossing Road, 
that appeared-for the first time - in lhc Octolier2007 report. This disingenuous action 
coofums rcs.iden!s' belief that there is strong pressure behind the scenes to coliSilUct the Nortben 
Bypass behind residents' backs. 

fn addition, RRTS opposes the BCRTS and Addendum because: 

• .•. It falls to rec:omm~d tniTac calmiag aloag tbe full leogtb ofStoopvflle Road. 

At the-3fl9101 RTPTF meeting. Mr. Roth (DVRPC's engineer consultant from Jacobs Edwards 
and Kelcey) pn:sentcd a spm~dsheet titled Englneerfng and Trqffic Sttulv Elem~. Summarv 
M"a!riz-Rwjst!d 3/12/20()7 (Exhibit Vffi) Which states th<!t the "Prevailing Traffic Speed" on 
Lindenhurst and Stoop ville Roads is 48 miles per hour and S3 miles per hour, respectively. 

RRTS belkves that as our region's Metropolitan Planning Oi'gan/vUion, tire 
DVRPC hf!S an obligation to reduce these unacceptably high speeds on these 
coll«UUr roads- especlDIIy in light of the inordbuU.e/y high volume oftruck 
traffiC in our region from the four (4) Wrightstown quarries-in order to trlllU 
it safe for travel /Jy vehicle, bicyclists and pedestrians. 

II is both notewOI'tby aD4 distressing that RRTS felt eompelled to write the 3fl6/08 Letter to LMT 
Superviscm Greg Caiola and Ron Smith (RTPTF members) 

RE: DJ:aft Mlautes ror tbe 10fl9/07 Regional TniTac PlallJiiag Task Forte (RTPTf') 
Medla.g; Request that at Ute 3131/08 RTPTF meetiog, you ask tbe RTPTF NqT TO 
API'R0\11: the Inaccurate statement io Com moot #4, 

io oo1er to once and far all sa the n:c:Ord straight that Sue Herman read the S/30/07 Letter from 
RRTS addressed to the RTPTF and Jerry Coyne RE: Rdtente Ne<:esslty for Tnffic Ca.,.ing 
oa Liade,.barst/ StoopviUe Roads; S/30107 Regional I raiTac PlaaaiDg Tuk Fon:e Meetiag 
into the public record at the S/30/07 RTPTF meeting prior to adjournment. Sec Exhibit IX. 

. 91jt?1 
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In addition, RRTS opposes the BCRTS and Addendum because: 

• ... lt fails to acknowledge Newtown Township's desire to rcdassil)' Sw:amp Road to a 
Collector Road, so that appropmte trafJk ealmlDg measures eaa be installed to ensure 
traffic tranls in a lllllaoer consistent wit.b the adjacent rc:sldealial laod ose and ensure safe 
access for pedestriallS and bicyclists. The road is currently misclasJified as a Minor Arterial 
Higbway. 

In closing, we want to emphasize that RRTS tully endorses -and citizens are grateful for
Lower Makefield Township's RESOLUJ70NREGAJWJNG THE BUCKS COUNTrREGIONAL 
TRAFFIC S11lDY REPORT (dated October 20071 and the JANUARY 2008 AJ)[JENDUM TO 
T1lE REPORT that resulted from a motion made by LMT supervisor Steve Santarsiero at tbe 
3/19/08 Board of Supervisors meetiug. The motion passed. (See Exhibit X.) 

We also want to emphasize that RRTS fully endorses the RESOLUTION in Exhibit XI that was 
proposed by the LMT Citizens Traffic Commission and approved by the LMT Board of 
Supervisors on 3119/08, as a result of a motion made by Steve Santarsiero. · 

Cc: VA Unda Sccn:tmy for Mcoaorlal Nrwrs, William Tucri< 
Dan Fraley, Bucks County Di~ctor ofVctcnms Affaln 
Csrmlne f is<:ina, Safety Engineer, federal Highway Administration· 
Pat Beoudet, Chair, Sierra Club Southeast PA Cbapt<r 
Seoator Arlen Spcttcr 
Seoator Robert Cascy,Jr. 
U.S.Congn:ssman Plllrick Murphy 
Govcmor Ed ReodcU 
State S<:naloc Olarles Mcllb.inncy, Jr. 
State Scoacor Tommy Tomlinson 
Allen Biehle.-, Scamry ofTrmsport3lion 
State Tnmsportalion Commission c/o Honorable Allen Bichler 
Ricbanlliogg. Dq!IJIY Seacwy for Highway Administration 
Billl..aublldl; PcmDOT, Bureau ofH'l&hway Safety and Traffic Enginc>tting 
l.cs Toaso; Dimict Executive, PennDOT District 6 
DVRPC Board; c/o Jerald anton, chair · 
Don Shmis, Deputy Executive Oitee!Ot/ DVRPC 
Jcny Coyne, OVRPC 
Regional Transportalion Comminu; c/o Matthew Lawson, chair 
Regional Citizals Committee; c/o Warren Slnmlpfer, cllair 
Sllll.e ~Wive David Sleil, Regional Traffic PliUltling Task Fo"'c ~r 
State Rcpresem:llive Scott Petri, Regional Traffic Planning Task Force Co-Chair 
James Cawley, B\JCks CoWlly COmmissioner 
Clwles Martin, Buds County Commissioner 
Diane Merseglia, Bucks Counry Commissioner 
Lynn Bush, £xcaative Director, Bucks County Planning Commission 
No....Cbolr me111btt1 of the Regional Trotne Plana inc Tuk Force: 



Vlncalt Oeon & James Curmlngllam/NartbampiDn Twp, 0110 Ranipn & Bob Wcstlllppa Makdield Twp, Gcnn:t 
O'Malley & Mlloo Sellas/ Newtown Boroagh. Joe llunl<r & Kalhcrine Codwal&dc:dYanllcy Borousb, Jerry 
Seballanao & Mllcc Gtllagllc:rfNcwtown Twp. Jane M..,.,.,Wri&Jlcstown Twp. RDn Smith & Ores Calola/Lower 
Mak<Gdd Twp. • 

R<aioul Stal.doldcrs of tile BOlTS: 
SkYe H.anis, Susan H........,. Marlc E. Keoclrid.; Mark J. Klein. Moric Ldqan.James J. Unl::tt. Pout B. Lon~ 
Robert Miller, J:lln<S D. Mpnissey, Jodi: Pinhcito, William Rlclc<tt, M>ri: Shahlin 

Sou~cm Buclts League of Municipalities: r:Jo Sieve Sant:lr$ieto, cbair 
Lower Makefield Township Boon:l of SUpervisors 
Upper Makefield Township Boon:l ofSilpcfVisors 
NewtDwn Township Boord of Supervisors 
Wrlahtstown Township Soan! of Supervisors 
NorthampiDn Township Board ofSupervison 
Yordlc:y BoroU&h Council 
NCW!Dwn Borough Council 
Council Rock School Board Presideo~ RlChard Abnlmson 
Council Roclc Sc:bool Supcriuta>dcnl, Mllrit Klein 
Pmnsbury Sc:bool Board Praidc:ul, Ores Lucidl 
Pennsbury Sc:bool CEO, 1'11111 Long 
Lowa- Malcd'leld Town5blp C"rtizals ~Commission: c/o Gory Gilman. chair 
As$ocla«:d Press 
Bucb Couoly Courier Times and fntellita'Ctf 
Newtown Advance 
Yardfc:y News 
l'IIUoddpllia lnquir<:r 
Ttalton limes 
Trcn1ooli111 
Brislol Pilot 
CBS-KYW3 
Channcl6 
OlanneiiO 
Fol<New 
Mocs-t 
Con<:<:mcd ResidCZJts ofNc:wlown (mms e>mwl) 
RJt:r.s. Mcmbcnhip (mass e-mail) 
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R.R.T.S. 
Residents for Regional Traffic Solutions, Inc. 

PO Box285 
Newtown, PA 18940 

RRTSbuckspa5@aol.com 

Lower Makefield Township Board of Supervisors 
II 00 Edgewood Road 
Yardley, PA 19067 

April 2, 2008 

RE: RRTS Request. Regarding the Bucks County Regional Traffic Study 

Dear Mr. Caiola, Mr. Smith, Mr. Stainthorpe, Mr. Maloney, and Mr. Santarsiero, 

We thank you for looking out for the welfare of residents in your decisions regarding the Bucks 
County Regional· Traffic Srudy, a srudy performed by the DVRPC for the Regional Traffic. 
Planning Task Force (RTPTF) that was co-chaired by State Representatives Dave Steil and Scott 
Petri. 

At the 3/31/08 RTPTF meeting, Representative Steil distn'buted the three correspondences 
received from municipalities since the 10129/07 RTPTF meeting. They included (Exhibit A): 

I) 3/18/08 Letter from Lower Makefield (LMT) to Jeny Coyne Re: Bucks County 
Regional Traffic Study- October 2007 Report aad January 2008 Addendum, which 
stated, 
"The incorrecl referenu to the Intersection ofStoopville Rood and Worthington Mi/U 
Wrightstown Rood has been rem(llled. However. please clarify why the following adverse 
intruseclioru; Stoopville Road and Durham Road, Stoopv/1/e Road and Linton Hill Road/ 
Creart;rery Rood, and Stoopvil/e Rood and Woshtngton Crossing Road, were not identified as ~~t~ch 
until the Oclober 2007 Rep~rt. " 

2) 2120/08 Letter from Newtown Borough to Rc..>prescntarive Steil regarding the Bucks 
County Regional Traffic Study report of October 2007, wl)icb stated, 
"We applaud the joel that PennDOT has undertalr.en tho Traffic Signal Enhancement lnitiaJive 
(JSEI) along the Newtown Bypass and recommend'lhat Newtown Borough join in with Newtown 
Township and Lower Makcfteld Township in conti1711al/y milnitoring and optimizing the utilization 
and flow oftraf!lc on the bypass." 

3) 3/6/08 Letter from Upper Makefield. Township (UMl) to Representative Steil RE: 
DVRPC Bucks Couaty Regional Traffic Study dated October 2007; Upper 
Makefield Towasbip Comments, which stated, 
"The Upper Mokific/d Township Board of Supervisors has reviewed the above referenced 
report ... We consider this report os prepared l1)l DYRPC with assistance from Jacobs Kelcey and 
Edwards and KMJ Consulting, Inc. to be a very valuable summary of prevailing traffic conditions 
and problems, ongoing and potential sol~tions and projecls, and therefore recommend that it be /Of/ f1 
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accepted as "final" by the RTPTF now, and we offer no additional comm6nl:l regarding this 
documenL u 

This evening. residents respectfully and formally request that the Board of Supervisors 
memorialize the motion that was passed at the 3/31/08 RTPTI' in a letter from the Board 
addressed to the RTPTF (including Co-Chairs Dave Steil and Scott Petri), Messrs. Seymour, 
Shanis and Coyne of the DVRPC, and the State Transportation Commission c/o ~cretary of 
Transportation Honorable Allen Biehler. 

The motion passed S to 2 with Y ardlcy Borough, Newtown Borough, and Newtown, Lower 
Makefield and Upper Makefield Townships voting "YES" and Wrightstown and Northampton 
Townships voting "NO". 

The motion was that Representative Stei.l will create and distribute a CD-ROM Comprehensive 
Report of the Bucks County Regional T raffic Study to each of the participating municipalities and 
Stakeholders that includes: 

• The Bucks County Regiolllll Traffic Study - October 2007 R eport 
• The January 2008 Addendum to the Bucks County Regional Traffic Study

October 2007 Report 
• Comments received from municipalities since the October29, 2007 meeting, including 

Northampton Township's comments. Northampton Township was granted an extension 
until May I 5, 2008. 

• Minutes of the RTPTF meetings from August 19, 2004 through the March 31, 2008 
meeting. 

• An inventory to be provided by Representative Steil, prepared by his staff, that wiU 
include documents in his possession that will be itemized and scanned- to include any 
and all letteri o.r documents from Stakeholders or citizens groups who have come before 
the RTPTF since its first meeting on June 17, 2004, including all documents referenced in 
the RlPTF meeting minutes. • · 

• • The CD-ROM Comprehensive Report may require 1-2 CO-ROMs. 

Rep~ntative Steil indicated that his office can only inventory and scan those documents that 
they have. We hope that all RRTS documents that have been submitted since the RTPTF's 
inception will be inventoried and scanned, as each 'was sent to both Representative Steil and 
Representative Petri (as Co-Chairs of the RTJ>TF) via Certified Mail Return Receipt_ 

This evening, 111Sidents also respectfully and formally request that the Board of Supervisors 
include this letter as part of tonight's public record, as well as, the following thRe letters, which 
were written recently by RRTS -and read into the public record at the 3/31108 RTPTF meeting. 

I) 3/31/08 Letter from RRTS to the RTPTF I DVRPC (Exhibit B) 
RE: Cover letter read into the public ruord at the 3131108 RTPTF meeting, rtgarding: 

1) Bucks County Regional Tndlic Study Report dat~d l0/07 
l) January :!008 Addendum to the Bucks County Regional Traflic Study 

Report da!M 10/07 
(Titis cover letter was read into the public ieeord in its entirety at the 3/31/08 RTPTF meeting and the 

complete document including the 3126/08 Jetter to RTPTF/ OVRPC was entered into the public record.) 
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2) 3126108 Letter from RRTS to Mr. Caiola/ Mr. Smith (Exhibit C) 
RE: Dran Mi.nutes for tbe 101l9107 Regional Traffic Planning Task Force (RTPTF) Meeting; 

Request tbat at tbe 3131108 RTPTF meeting, you ask the RTPTF NOT TO APPROVE the 
inaccurate statement in Comment #4 • 

3) 5/30/07 Letter from RRTS to the RTPTF and Jerry Coyne (Exhibit D) 
RE: Reiterate Necessity for T~ffic Calming on Llndeubunt/ StoopviUe Roacb; 
5/30/07 .Regional Traffic Planning Task Force Meeting 
(This letter was read into the puplic record in its entirety at the 3/31/08 RTPTF meering. 
It bad also been read into the public record in its entirety at the S/30/07 RTPTF meering.) 

We hope the Board will honor our request to include the aforementioned letters in the public 
record. It has been most disappointing that the RTPTF has disallowed RRTS's letters from . 
becoming part of the public record- something that has appeared to citizens to be a thwarting of 
the democratic process. 

ln closing, we'd like to say that just as PennDOT abandoned the roundabout in Rushland for the 
Swamp Road Improvement Project due to public outcry, residents fully expect the concept of the 
roundabout at the intersection ofStoopville and Washington Crossing Roads to be" abandoned 
(see Exhibit E). A roundabout at the intersection ofStoopvi.lle and Washington Crossing Roads 
will hugely benefit the truck traffic, as trucks will not have to stop, the way they might for a· 
traffic signal. Quany truck drivers get paid by the load. The better time they can make using 
Stoopville and Lindenhurst Roads to bypass the ill-functioning bypass, the more attractive it will 
be for them to take these residential collector roads. 

Resident.;, RRTS a~d Lower Makefield Township have gone on record 
opposing any modifications to that intersection beyond installation of a 
traffic signaL 

RRTS fully endorses- and cltlzeas are grateful for- Lower Makefield Township's 
(LMT's) RESOLUTION REGA.JU)ING THE BUCKS COrJNTY.R£GIONAL TRAFFIC 
STUDY REPORT (d.aled October 2007) and the JANUARY 2008 ADDENDUM TO THE 
REPQRT, approved by the LMT Board of Superviwrs on 3/19/08, as a result or a motion 
made by Supervisor Steve Santanlero. 

LMT's Resolution states, "BE IT FURTIIER RESOLVED, that the Lower MaJcefield Township 
Board of Supervisors opposes the BCRTS and the January 2008 Addendum to Final Report." 

Thank you for consideration of our requests. 

Cc~ A Undo:r Sccrcwy for Memorial Affairs, William Tuerk 
~an Fraley, Bucks County Oi...:ror of Veterans Affairs 
~inc Fisc:ioa, Safety Engineer, Federal Highway Administration lbo/ Jf9 
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«t- &rry Sa:y/YI4vr; G~t-:Pt;fldDr/:PVf!l'fl
*P• Bcauda, OWr, Sl1:t12 Club Soulbcasl PA o.apu:r 

Scnmr Arlen 5po<:= 
~cna10r Robcn Casey, Ir. 
~.S.Consr-a Pmick Mo:rplly 
,..<;ovemor Ed Renclell 

Swe S<oalor Charles Mcllhinney, Jr. 
s-Scoalot Tommy T omJinson 
Allen Bichler, Sccreauy ofTransport:lllion 
~-Ttv~spotlalion Commission e/o Hononble Allen Blolllcr 

Rlebo:d flog, D<pvty Sccrcbvy for Hishway Adminiwa~ion 
Bllll..aub..:h; P.....ooT, Bweau ofHlshway Sofety and T..Jiic Engln.,.,;,g 
Le.s Toaso; DUirict Exeeutive, Penn DOT Dl!trict 6 

!III'DVRPC Boll'd; e/o Jerald O!rc:lon, c11a1r 
lit Don Shanls, Deputy Executive Director/ DVRPC 

Jcny Coyne, DVRPC 
Rqiooal Tnnsponar:ion Commiuee; e/o MIJ!hew LaW300, chair 
Rqlonal Citiu:os Committee; e/o Wam:o Strump!er, chair 

~ S~m Repoc:woobdhe Ouid Steil. Regional Trall!c Planning Task Force Co-Chair 
.,. Sra1c Reponnaoad•e Scoo PM Regional T!a!llc Planoing Task Foroe Co-Chair 
If James C&wtoy,Budc:s Cowny Commissioocr 
..,r. C..ks Mlli1in, Budc:s County Commiui-=r 
~ Morsealia. Bucks County Commimonc:r 

lynn Busb, &a:u!ivc Direaor, Budcs Coumy Plannin& C0111111ission 
NoD-Oualr mtm~ oftbe Rl:aioa•l Tr•lrK Plaaalaa Tuk For«: 

VIncent Dcon A James CurmlngbainiNonbamploo 1Wp, Don Rattlgrzo A Bob WCSI!Uppcr MUdicld Twp, Gcnnl 
O'Malley A Mac Sellas/Newtown Boroush,Joo Hunla A Kollhcrine CadwalladcrfYardlcy Boroush, Jcny 
Schcnlanao A Mike Galt.gher/Newtown Twp, Jane Me;ru:/WriglitSU>wn Twp, Ron Smilb A Greg C&iollll.ower 
Makefield Twp. 

Rcafooal Sta~olden of tho BCRTS: 
Steve Huria, SIISin Hcnnan, Marl< E. Kendrick, Marie J. Klein,~. Lcbe&om. James 1. linksr, Paul B. Lon&. 
Raben Miller, 111lM3 D. Monissoy, Jack Pinheiro, William Rickett, Marl< SJi!ablin 

'lll Soutllc:u~~:m Buclas Lcop ofMuniciPelitics: e/o So.ovc Sototarsiero, chm 
~lower Makefield Township Board ofSupeovisors 
<t- Upper Mlib:ficld Townsblp Board of SIIJ)d'Visots 
~Newtown To'III'IIJ'blp Board ofSupeovisors 
"*Wr1&Jn:$10wn TOWII$IIip Boanl ~fSupc:rvisors 
~N0111iamp1Dn Township Board of Supervisors 
.. Yordlcy Borough Cou001 
"-Newsown Borcu&JI Couacil 
~Council Rode ~I Bccd Pro:s;dmt, Riebonl A1>nms0n 
. Council Rode Sebool Supc:rinlmd<:nt, Marl< Klein 
tii-P....ubury·Sd>ool Board Pn:sidern, Orca luddl ..,..,..>bury Sd>ool CEO, PmJ ton8 

lower Makdidd Township Citizms Tn.flkCommission: c/o Cory Gilman. claair 
Aaociab:d Press 
Bucks County Couric:t Times aod lntelligcna:r 
Newtown Advance 
Yonlley News 
Pltlt.delplt!alnquireT 
Trcaton Tinie.o 
Trcat.onian 
Brirlol Pilot 
CB5-KYW3 
ChtiUld 6 
Clumei !O 
Fox New 
MocSood 
Cona:mod Residents orN~ (mw c·rnall) 
R..R. T.S. Mernbmllip (liiilS$ e-mail) 
-.: 
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R.R.T.S. 
Residents for Regional Traffic Solutions, Inc. 

PO 8ox285 
Newtown, PA 18940 

RRTSbuckspaS@aol.com 

TO: State Representative David Steil and St;lte Representative Scott Petri 
Assemblymen: 31" and 178111 Districts, respectively 

CHAIRMEN, Regional Traffic Planning Task Force 

Non-Chair members of the Regional Traffic Planning Task Force (RTPTF)• 

FROM: Sue Hennan 
President; Residents for Regional Traffic Solutions, Inc. (RRTS) 

July 29, 2008 

RE: Presentation of inventories of RRTS letters to the RTPTF at the 7/29/08 RTPTF 
meeting 

Dear Representative Steil, Representative Petri, and Non-Chair Members of the RTPTF, 

Tonight we submit this 189-page document and accompanying CD-ROM to the Regional Traffic 
Planning Task Force {RTPTF) and ask that It become part of the minutes for this meeting and 
part of the public record for this meeting. 

ATTACHMENT I of this document is a.n inventory of letters sent by RRTS to the RTPTF (or to 
State Representatives Steil and Petri) between June 17, 2004 (the first meeting of the RTPTF) 
and the present. With few - if any - exceptions, these letters were sent via Certified Mail Return 
Receipt to State Representatives Steil and Petri. Should any of these letters be omitted from the 
comprehensive CD·ROM's that Representative Steil is preparing for the RTPTF, we would be 
happy to provide you with a copy of them in their entirety. 

ATTACHMENT II of this document is an Inventory of other relevant RRTS letters/ testimony 
regarding regional traffic. We would also be happy to provide you with any of these documents in 
their entirety. 

"Realonal Traffic Plannjno Task Force: Chairmen : State Rep. David Steil, State Rep. Scott Pet.ri Non· 
Chair Members effective 1/08: Vincent Oeon & James Cunningham/Northampton Twp, Dan Rattigan & 
Bob West/Upper Makefield Twp, Gerard o ·Malley &Mike Sellers/ New1own Borough, Joe Hunter & Katherine 
Cadwallader!Yardley Borough. Jerry Schenkman & Mike Gallagher/New1own Twp, Jane MagneiWrightstown 
Twp, Ron Smith & Greg Calolallower Makefield Twp. 

Cc: VA Under Se.:rt:t.ary for Memorial Affair$, William Tuer1c.•• 
D11n Fraley, Buc.k.s County Di.-.ctorof Veterons Affairs .. 
Carmine Fisc ina, Safety Engineer, Federal Highway Adminislnllion 



Pa~ Beaude~ Chair, Sierra Club Southeast PA Chaplcr 
Senator Arlen Specter 
Senator Raben Ca56y, Jr. 
U.S.Congressman Paltick Murphy' • 
Governor Ed Rendell•• 
State Senator Charles Mcllhinney, Jr. 
Stare Senator Tommy Tomlinson 
Alien Biehler, Secretary ofTransponatlon 
Stale Transportal! on Commission c/o Honorable Allen Biehler" 
Richard Hogg. Deputy Sccn:Uiry for Highway Administration• • 
Bill l,.aubach; PcnnDOT, Bureau of Highway Safdy and Tnlffi~Engincering 
Les Toaso: District Exeeutive, PennnOT Dist1ict 6 •• 
DVRPC Board; cJo chair" . 
Barry Seymour, Executive Director/ DVRPC•• 
Don Sh30is, Deputy Executive Director/ DVRPC 
Jerry Co)11<, OVRPC 
Regional Tmnsportation Committee; cJo chair 
Regional Citizens Committee; cJo Warren Strumpfer, chair 
State Representative David Stei~ Regional Traffic Planning Task Force Co-Chajr'' 
Stale Rcproscntativc Scott Petri, Regional Traffic Planning Task Force Co-Chair•• 
Ja.m.cs Cawley. Buck.-.. County Commjssioncr 
Charles Martin, Bucks County Commissioner 
Diane M31Stglia, Bucks County Commissioner 
Lynn Bush, Executive Director. Bucks County Planning Commission 

Non-Chair mcmbcn of the Regional Traffic Planning Tuk Foree: Vincent Deon & James 
Cunningluun/Nortlwnpton Twp, Dan Rattigan & Bob Wost/Uppcr Makefield Twp, Gerard .O'Malley & Mike Sellers/ 
Newtown Borough, Joe Hunter & Katherine Cadwallader/Yardley Boroug)l, Jerry Schenkman & Mike 
Gallagher/Newtown Twp, l:lne Magne!Wrightstovm Twp, Ron Smith & Greg Caiola/J..ower Makefield 1'wp. 

Southeastern Bucks League ofMunicipalities: cJo Steve Sanlllrsiero, chair •• 
Lower Makefield Township Board of Supervisors 
Upper Makefield Township Board ofSupen<isors 
"Newtown Township Soard ofSupervisotS · 
Wrightslown Township Board of Supervisors 
Northampton Township Board ofSupen<isors 
Yt~tdley Borough Council 
Newtown Borough Council 
Council Rock School Board Presiden~ Richard Abramson•• 
Council Rock School Superintendent, Mark K.leinH 
Pennsbury School Board President, Greg Lucidi,. 
Pennsbury School CEO, Paullon& .. 
Lower Makefield Township Citizens TnUfic Commission: cia Gary Gilman, chair 
Associ:J!ed Press 
Sucks County Courier Times and lntelligenccr 
Newtown Advance 
Yardley News 
Philadelphia Inquirer 
Trenton Times 
Trentonian 
Bristol POot 
CBS-KYW3 
Cllannel6 
Channel 10 
Fox New 
Concerned Residents orNewrown (mass <>mall) 
R.R.T.S. Membqship (mass e-mail) 

•• Asterisked individuals rcecived the cov<"T leiter, Attachments I & It, and Exhibits referenced in Allachments I & II. 
All othen received the eoveTieUer and Attachment' I & 11 only. 
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R.R.T.S. · 
Residents for Regional Traffic Solutions, Inc. 

PO Box285 
Newtown, PA 18940 

RRTSbucksp aS@aol.corn 

TO: State Representative David Steil and State Representative Scott Petri 
Assemblymen: 31" and 178"' Districts, respectively 
CHAIRMEN, Regional Traffic Planning Task Force 

Non-Chair members of the Regional Traffic Planning Task Force (RTPTF)" 

FROM: Sue Herman 
President; Residents for Regional Traffic Solutions, Inc. (RRTS) 

July 29, 2008 

RE: Request that the RTPTF refrain from supporting actions that will lead to construction 
of f our-lane highways and be antithetical to traffic calming 

Dear Representative stell, Representative Petri, and Non-Chair Members of the RTPTF, 

Residents are alarmed, as it appears that roadway expansion is the goal of the current traffic 
planners In our region . 

• It seems that politicians and agencies are hiding behind the Veterans Cemetery 
Deal to push through a long-desired North/ South Highway, an expressway t o 
connect 1-78 to 1-95. In the published plan, there will be two (2) southern ends of the 
expressway that run through the backyards of residents living along Stoopville, 
lindenhurst and Swamp Roads. 

• Exhibit I is a map of the North! South expressway that was discussed by a regional 
Traffic Advisory Committee back in the early 1990's. Meeting minutes document the 
discussions. · 

• Exhibit II is a map of the North! South expressway that appeared recently, in a March 
2006 DVRPC publication titled E:XECUTIVE SUMMARY; LIMITING TRAFFIC 
CONGESTION AND ACHIEVING REGIONAL GOALS. The expressway runs along 
Route 611 to 1-95 and is referenced in the legend as an "Emerging/ Regional Corridor". 

• As you know, the DVRPC conducted a 1988 traffic study for Newtown Township In which 
it studied the "Northern Bypass Alternative', showing the two (2) southern ends of the 
North/ South expressway. One end was along Stoopville Road and an extended Silver 
lake Road on the East side of Newtown Borough. The other end was along Swamp 
Road on the West side of Newtown Borough. The Stoopvillel extended Silver lake Road 
segment was called the Northern Bypass. 

"Regional Traffic Planning Task Force: Chalnnen : State Rep. David Stell, State Rep. Scott Petri Non
Chair Members effective 1108: Vincent Deon & James Cunningham/Northampton Twp, Dan Rattigan & 
Bob West/Upper Makefield Twp, Gerard O'Malley &Mike Sellers/ Newtown Borough, Joe Hunter & Katherine 
Cadwallader/Yardley Borough, Jerry Schenkman & Mike Gallagher/Newtown Twp. Jane MagneM/rightstown 
Twp, Ron Smilh & Greg Caiolallower Makefield Twp. 



• The OVRPC's Study was titled Newtown Township TraffiC Study (1988 study). 

The following pages and quotations were taken from the section of the study titled 
"Northern Bypass Alternative": 

(a) Page #61 (Exhibit Ill) shows a map of the Northern Bypass Scenario 
projected for Year 2000. This map shows the Northern Bypass as an 
upgraded Stoopville Road connected to an extended Upper Silver Lake 
Road. 

(b) Page #62 stales, "It is further recommended that Buck Road, Swamp Road, 
and Durham Road be widened to 4 lanes ... • 

Note that lust recently. Penn DOT- worffinq with the DVRPC- tried to 
expand Swamp Road to accommodate the 4-lane plan. The community 
reiected this despite pressure from PennDOTand it has, at least · 
temporarily. been stopped. 

(c) Page #64 states, ·some of the benefits of the northern bypass scenario, in 
particular the diversion of gravel trucks, may be achieved with limited 
improvements to Stoopville Road." 

(d) Page #61 states, "Realign Washington Crossing Road to form a 
perpendicular intersection with Stoopville Road ... To affect a northem 
bypass via Stoopville Road, it is vital to realign this intersection." 

Note that tha roundabout being cu"antNpromotad by Representative 
Stell and Upper Makefield Supervisor Bob Wast and a number of 
others. would realign the intersection as described by the DVRPC. 

• In 2001, under the leadership of Representative Steil, there was a plan made to 
construct the Northern Bypass along Stoopville and an extended Silver Lake Road. The 
plan died due to opposition from citizens. 

• Today, because of development, the Northern Connector Highway would have to be 
conslructed along Stoopville and Lindenhurst Roads. 

• Today, if Roundabouts are built, they will bring more traffic to the area at higher speeds 
and be a truck magnet- they are in direct opposition to desperately-needed traffic 
calming on these roads. 

• Two months ago, Representative Steil wrote a Letter to the Editor to the Courier Times. 
In It, he stated that the Roundabout at the Intersection of Stoopville and Washington 
Crossing Roads is recommended because of "the unique geometric and traffic conditions 
In an area poised for growth and change.' (See Exhibit IV) 

,.. 
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Current actions requesting road widening for the Veterans Cemetery support 
construction of the expressway. Consider this: 

On June 18, 2008 the Veterans Administration presented the plan for the 
Veterans Cemetery to the Upper Makefield Twp. Board of Supervisors. Bill 
Tuerk, Undersecretary for Memorial Affairs, stated that the VA selected 
township-owned Highland Road for the main cemetery entrance. He said the VA 
intends to add an additional lane on Highland Road to facilitate traffic going into 
the cemetery. 

The Upper Makefield Township Supervisors asked Mr. Tuerk if the VA would 
consider adding a traffic light at the intersection of Highland and Washington 
Crossing Roads because the intersection operates at a level of Service "D", 
basically, a failed level of service AND they asked if the VA would wrap the 
additional lane on Highland Road around the comer onto Washington Crossing 
Road to facilitate traffic on that road. 

Mr. Tuerk said it is not the VA's job to do that because the problem at the 
intersection is not being caused by cemetery traffic which is minimal and occurs 
at off-peak hours. 

After more discussion and persuasion, Mr. Tuerk said YES, the VA w ould do 
these things. This should be a RED FLAG because the VA, being a federal 
agency, does not have to go through the traditional planning process when it 
comes to roadways associated with the cemetery project 

• Creating a highway environment will destroy the rural, historical character of the area 
surrounding the Veterans Cemetery, and result In high volumes of traffic going through 
Dolington Village to and from the cemetery and Washington Crossing State Park. 

In the actions being taken by Upper Makefield Supervisors to widen the roadway, it will fail to 
prese;~e the unique and priceless open space character of Bucks County. 

When widening of the road to four lanes occurs, it won't matter if the cemetery is the excuse or 
not A four lane roadway is a highway. If any of these roadways get widened, it will only facilitate 
more and more regional growth. The major North/South expressway that certaifl politicians and 
agencies are going for in bits and pieces, will create a vicious cycle of more growth and more 
building that will significanUy change the quality of life throughout our region. 

We ask the RTPTF to refrain from supporting any actions that will lead to building four-lane 
highways and ask that you implement traffic calming. 

We ask that this letter become part of the minutes for this meeting and part of the public record 
for this meeting. 

Cc: VA Undor Sc<Tctary for M<morial Affairs, William Tuerk 
Dan Fraley, Bucks County Director of Veltr.li\S Affilirs 
C3mline Fiseina, Safety Engineer, Federal Highway Administration 
Pal Beaude~ Chair. Siem1 Club Southeast PA Chapter 



Senator Arlen SpectCT 
Senator Robert Olsc:y,Jr. 
U.S.Congressman Patrick Murphy 
Governor Ed Rendell 
State Senator Charles Mellhln.ney, Jr. 
St>te Senator Tommy Tomlinson 
Allen Biehler, Secretary ofTransportation 
Slate Tnw:;portation Commission c/o Honorable Allen Biehler 
Richard Hogg, Deputy Secretary for Highway AdminiS1nilion 
Bill Laubach; Pcnn.DOT, Bureau of Highway Safety and Traftic Enginccrin& 
Les Toaso; District Exteutive, PennDOT District 6 
DVRPC Board; c/o choir 
Bany Seymour, E•ccutive Din:ctorl DVRPC 
Don Shanis, Deputy. Executive Director/ DVRPC 
Jerry Coyne, DVRPC 
Regional Transportation Committee; c/o choir 
Regional Citizens Committee; c/o Wam:n Strumpfcr, choir 
State Representative David Steil, Regional Traffic Planning Task Force Co-<:;hoir 
Sale Representllive Scott Petri, ReglonaJ Traffic Planning Task Force Co-Chair 
James Cawley, Bucks County CommissionCT 
Charles Maltin, Bucks CoiDlty Commissioner 
Diane Marscglia, Bucks County Commissioner 
Lynn Bush, Executive Diru:tor, Buc:lcs County Planning Commission 

Non-Chair members of the Recionol Traffic Planniog Task For ce: Vincent Dean & James 
Cunningharn/North31Tlpton Twp, Dan Rattigart & Bob West/Upper Makefield Twp, Gerard O'Malley & Mike Sellers/ 
Newtown Borough, Joe HuntCT &. Katherine Cadwallader/Yardiey Borough, Jeny Sehenkman & Mike 
Gallagher/Newtown Twp, Jane MIIIPlc/Wrightstown Twp, Ron Smith & Greg Caiola/Lower Makefield Twp. 

Southcas!CTn Bucks League of Municipalities: c/o Steve Sani.Vlriero, chair 
lower Makefield Township Board of Supervisors 
Upper Makefield Tnwn.~ip Bo>td of Supervisors 
Newtown Township Board of Supervisors 
Wrightstown Township Board ofSupervison 
Norlhampton Township Board of Supervisors 
Yardley Borough Council 
Newtown Borough Council 
Council Rock School Board Pre.sident, Riehard Abramson 
Council Rocl:. School Superintendent, Mork Klein 
Pennsbwy School Board President, Greg Lucidi 
Pcnnsbwy School CEO, Paul long 
lower Makefield Town~ip Citizens Traffic Commission: c/o Gary Gilman, chair 
Associated Press 
Bucks County Courier Timos ond intelligencer 
Newtown Advance 
Yardley News 
Philadelphia inquirer 
Trenton Times 
Trenton ian 
BriS101 Pilot 
CBS-KYWJ 
Channel 6 
Channel 10 
Fox New 
Concerned Residents ofNewtown (masse-moil) 
R.R.T.S. Membership (mass .,.mail) 
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NEWTOWN GRANT HOMEOWNERS ASSOCIATION 
10 PRIMROSE COURT 
NEWTOWN, PA 18940 

(2-15} 579-1228 

November21, 2001 

Ms. SUS31llle McKeon 
Chairperson of the Subcommittee for the TIP Update 
C/0 Buclcs Cotmty Pllllllling Commission 
1260 Almshouse Road 
Neshaminy Manor Center 
Doylestown;PA 18901 

DC8l Ms. McJ(eon: 

.I want to thank you for the opportunity to speak to the su!Kommittee of the Bucks County 
Plamring Commission that heard public comm<:;nt on the 2001 Transportation Improvement 
Program last Thursday. As r stated in my previous communication with tile Pl8mring 
Commission, I speak on behalf of the Newtown Grant Homeowners Association, an associlltion 
that represents over 4,000 residents. As· you may ICCall, my comments· to you at· the meeting 
~ncemed Newtown Township's #l priority project pn the TIP, i.e. the Stoopville Road 
RehabililaliOll Project. StoopviUe Road is our northern border and was just feP,S:Ved last year. 
The Township DO"!' wan~ to widen !he road and provide shoulder improvements. To the best of 
my knowledge thi: Township bas not prepared lillY "Needs Analysis" for this project. To date 
there liave been no srudies for any of the following 

• Engineering 
• Environmental 
• Safety 
• Traffic Calming 
• Drainage 

In addition, I have seen no analysis to back up !he estimate numbers submitted by the Township. 

The residents of Newtown· Grant (along with !he other lhousands of households along the diverted 
route) have suffered with the added dangers of. the heavy truck traffic for many years and we feel 
that the proposed changes to Stoopvillc Road will only increase the amount oftraflic and increase 
the speeds of those truclcS. What arc needed arc iraffic calm.ing measures, not a road design that 
promotes more traffic at higher speeds. Remember, this is the highest growth residential conidor 
in the township, and there arc proposals in planning committees as we speak for more 
subdivisions due.:tly along this road. 

When the weight-restricred culvert on Swamp Road is rep:lired, new traffic patterns will emerge. 
At that lime, we feel that it would be appropriate to do a traffic srudy similar to the one that the 
Township c:x:petlded $50,000 for (along with a nwching amount by Wrightstown Township). If 
an engineering study calls for road improvements at tbat time we, as residents of the area, will feel 
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that at least the facts will have been looked at There are no facts and oo justification for spending 
taxpayer money to make road repairs to a road that was just repaired and will experience a change 
in traffic patterns when the Swamp Road corridor is opened to all vehicles. (See the attached 
Stoopville Road recommendations from a Pe:nnDOT truck restriction study dated February 2000. 
Resurfacing and reconstruction ofStoopviUe Road totaled approximately $750,000) 

Our Township went through a very lengthy and· in-depth engineering study to determine the 
appropriate safety improvements for Swamp Road and the commtmities along Stoopville road 
expect nothing less. Surely there is no community support for the proposed Stoopville Road 
Rehabilitation Project that will only enco1Jill8e higher volume of traffic and faster speeds. We 
implore you to postpone this project on the TIP until we know what the future traffic patt.ems will 
be and the proper studies are performed. Thank you for your consideration. 

Sincerely, 

b. Q.O. _,;,.,.._ 
D. Richard Tonge 
TreasureT 

cc: Bucks County Pl3ruting Commission Board: 
Robert H. Grunmeier, Chairman 
Geryl D. McMulJin, Vice-Chairman 
James J. Stoeclchert, Secreuuy 
Kathleen M. Babb, Memlier 
Joseph J. Bonargo, Member 
Edward Kisselback, Jr., Member 
David H. Plan, Member 
Darren Hoflinan. Member 

Lynn Bush, Executive Director, BCPC 
Pave Johnson, G.LS. Director, BCPC 
Rich Braliler, Transportation Planner 

(~ .. 



R..R..T.S. . . 
Residents for Regional Traffic Solutions, Inc. 

Honorable Charles Martin 
Bucks County COiliiDUsiooer 
55 E. Court St; s• Floor 

.DoylestoWD, PA 18901 · 
O®&cr 16, 2002 

PO Box285 
NeWtown, PA 18940 

RRTSbucksOaol.com 

Be: Prioritization ud Eodonemeat ofDVRPC Draft FY 2004 Work~ Projecb 

Dear Honorable Charles Mani.ll, 

Attacl!td please find a memo to L)"llll Bush~ the subject matter. We bavc RqUCSlCd that tbc Bucb 
COUDiy PlamJius Commission give tbe highes~ priority to a aew project that U, been~ by the 
Transportation Plmoiug Stafffbr iodusioo m the DVRPC FY 2004 Work Propro. This project, cmi1kd 
Oosed Loop Trame Slgul. Optioaizatiolll'rofrul. is outlin!'Ci m Exhibit A (distnhrtcd 1t tbe ResioiW 
Cilizel!s Committee mrering yesladay). As OUiliJled in the exhibit, this project will c:oable DVRPC to 
assist Pco.aDOT District 6-0'a Traffic Engineailla Uait in paformi4g the limc:lloos that opcimiz.e tbo 
effcdivcoest of a Cloaed Loop System suc:h as the one recently illstalled on the NCWIDWII Bypass. Tba"e -

will be 1-2 cloaed loop systems studied in each"COjlllty each year. . . •. . . ··~·--• .. ....,._.;;o""''·""...-""' ... '',_...,.......,..... ··'- ·-··- •.... 

As you know, the traffic colldltioos aloog WonbiDgtoo Mill, Stoopville and I indeohnrst ~have 
woneoed since the weight-R:Sirictioo on the Swamp Rd. culvert wu reduced to 10 tons, ""''king in tbe 
dNersioo of empty truda, u well u, hea\'y trucks 01110 this I'OIIIe and away tlom tbo NewtowD Bypass: 
In eddiboo, tbc many tnfJic liaJds on the Bypau.aR siill nor syochrooiz.ed. wb!ch diacounga ttudct:n 
&om usiog it. Now thattbc CloRdLoop System has t-o rccemly anopletcd on th6Bypus (Jut IZIODih). 
it is I je( that it be ddluiiaod and fimaioo optimally in the shortest timc6uic possible. 0oc:e 
oprimizwf. it will be -""i•l tllat it be conrim,.Jiy ~oitorcd to eosurc its effoc:ti•-a We implore you 
ro maite tbis pro;ect your hia;bcst priority for the DVRPC FY 2004 Work Progn110 eDd RqUest that you 
select the NewtowliB~ Cloaed Locn!,Syszao to be Sllldied on an aced~ buis .in Bw:b Coualy. 
Our si:olltioo will accderate in iU ~if the lights arc not syncbrooized wdl beiin tbo 2005 
coostnlctioA of the 195-PA Turnpike~ a pro;cct that will RqUire million& Qftom oftddiricmt! 
SIODC from the Wrighlslowa quanies. It will tab time fur~ as wdlai P",..... car opaanu, to 
break the habit of using the Wortbiogloo Min-Stoopville-Lindeoburst route lllid.sWilda to usiuatbc BypasS. 

Man:y Conti spolce to L)"llll Bush yesten1ay aDd Lyon plus to be at tbc ov:R.PC WorkPrt.g.am meeting. 
twJouow wbcre she will tdvoc:a!e for this pro;cct. We gre.11y apprec:iat.e thiS. Plcu0 get bade to me 
regarding )'OUr pnsirioo on tbia.mltta'. I~ be radled by phone 1!'.215 ~70, by fax It 21S 504-
0757, and by email at BBJ'Sbmh@rlSX!!!!. 1'bmk You fur c;uosidcring this nquest. . • 

CC: Govemor Marte SciJweib:r 
Uoiled Stiles Congressman James Greenwood 
Sean Slack, Dislriet Director for U.S. CoDgr=an James Greenwood 
lobo Cosc:il, Executive Directod DVRPC 
Sec:rduy of1'nosportmo11, Honorable Bradley Mallory . 
Lyon Bush, Ex'C'Jtive Director/ Buc:lcs COWIIy Plaoniog commUsion 
Stile Scoa!or, Joseph COD!i 
Stale~ David Steil 

. ·,· 
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Resfctenf.S for RegronafTraffic-'Solotrons;-Inc:-k"~ ... ~
PO Box285 

Ms. Marcy Conti 
Vlce President 

Newtown, PA 18940 

RRTSBUCKSP A@aoLcom 

Resideats for Regioua.l Traffic Solutions, IDe. 
P.O. Box285 
Newtown.PA 18940 

February 27, '2003 

This lt.'ttet will apprise you of seVl:nll poiub llllllle in a meeting I attended io State Repn=senmtive Steil's 
office on Febrwuy 13, 2003. Mrs. Barbara Alba (Lower Makefield Township resldea!) arranged this 
meeting with Representative Steil and asked Richard Tonge and myself to aCCOII!paDY her as 
"historians", since we bavc been involved for so long in rectifying the traffic safety crisiJ in our region. 

1.) Mrs. Alba asked Rcprcseota!ivc Steil for hi~ positiou on the turnbacJc ofLindellharst Road. He said be 
is against the tumback and will not support taking care of one neighborhood at the expense of another. 
For Instance, bo said if Lindenhurst Road was restricted to trucks, tho truclcs would seek out other 
roads io Lower Makefield 1o get to 1-95 (eg. Dolington Rd. or Quany Rd.) and lben be would bave 
residents from Farmview in his office protesting the truck traffic. 

He sald if all the towmhips in the region that arc llffected by truck traffic sit down and develop a plan 
for improving safety, these would be the only recommendatioliJ he would support. He recoJI!lllended 
to Mrs. Alba that,u.-.- Mak~field Township (LMI') become·p'artofthdointnre. 

Mrs. Alba repeated that she feh the volume of commercial traffic on Lindenhurst Road, a residential 
road, is unaccept.ablc:.. Representative Steil stated that the accident data doesn't support this. t stated 
that I got involved in this safety issue 3 ~years ago wbeo a Council Rock school bus filled with kids 

.. was almost ·llit by .an .S01~b. loaded <juarry 1ruck 81 the bus stop at LindeniJum Rd. and Autumn 
Drive. I also stated that at a recent LMr Board of SupervisoB meeting. a resident spoke of her 
daughter almost being hit by a quany truck when crossing Lindenhurst Rd. 10 board her school bus al 
the Trowbridge Dr. bus stop. 

Representative Steil <llaied \hat ~ OOn 't mye.cfat& regarding <>ear-fllisse& f asked-him bow IIUOh-dafa 
might be coDcctcd and he said one way would be to have Pennsbury btl! drivers report near-misses to 
their Transportation Depar1meatl • 

2.) l·aJked Representative Steil wbat good an agreement between all townships would be, given that 
Newtown Towmhip rocently mnoved the NO CONNECTOR ROAD cleuse from the 
Tntergovt:mnleolal ~mmt. 'Fo mysurpri5e, hei'Mponded-thatthiswas neverpart~tbe 
negotiations. I infurmed him that during the 3 ;s years of my involvemem with this issue, 1 bave 

, kDown that the underlyinj! premise for the negotiations Wll5 that there be no connector road · . 
(otherwise known as "Concept Way") between Newtown'' OR District and Lindenlrurst Road. Tbls 
premise led to .LMT negotiatirig for an internal road intersecting tho Newtown Bypass to service the 
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ORDiMct. Clallie 1#5 of Exlul?it I ( LMT Intergovernmental Agreement Dn.ft sent to Newtown 
Township) clarifies t1iat the understanding was that th«e be oo connector road to Lindenbum Road. 

Representative Steil went on to ray" that this NO CONNECTOR ROAD issue was not pvt of the letter 
he wrote to bOth toWn..hips regarding the negotiation• (B:rhibit Tl) ond ifLMT had an iS!ue with this, it 
sllould have been raised upon receipt of the letter. He said it im't okay to be adding new issue3 to the 
!able now. 

My personal conclusion is tbst clearly Representative Steil bas forgotten t1iat be rtpresent3 LMT and bu 
twisted 8Jld spun the facts regarding the negotiations so that LMT b not prot«ted from beioc linked to 
tbc OR District. I can only conclude that be S&Dctiorus Concept Way, a road that will encourage more 
traffic to 6yp~W the Bypass. Concept Way will make tho traffic safety cruis that already exisU on· 
Worthington Mill. Stoopville and Lindenhurst Roads (residential collector roads with in excess of Iss 
access points) even worse. The safety of residents and !:~'!Miers in our region will be further compromised 
by Concept Way and this road will lead to colislnlc:doo of the Northcro Bypass right through our residential 
oeigbborboodsl - · 

- Cc: Barbara Alba 
Richard Tonge 
John Cowley 
Representalive David Steil 

Susan Herman 
President 



Cc: Governor Ed Rendell 
Honorable Charles Martin, Buclcs County Commissioner 
Lynn Bush, Executive Director/ Bucks CoWliY Planning Commission 
SIJI!e Seoa!Or Joseph Conti 
United States Congres.mJIUl, James Greenwood 
Secretary ofTransportarion, Honorable Allen Biehler 
Sean Slade, District Director for U.S. Congressman James Greenwood 
John Coscia, Executive Director/ DVRPC 
Lower Malcefield Township Board of Supervisors 
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R..R..T.S. 
~esiidents for Regional Traffic Solutions, Inc. 

PO Box2SS 
Newt:Dwn, PA 18940 

· . RRTSBUCKSPA@aol.com 
State Representative David Steil 
2 North State Street 
Newtown.PA 18940 

March 13, 2003 

Deat Representative Steil, 

As J!Cf our COIIVersalion in your office on the morning ofFebnwy 13, 2003, attached as Exhibit I is the 
descriP.Iion of Project 4-43..015: Closed Loop Traftic Signal Optimization Program from the Fisca.l Year 
2004 Wodc Program (approved by the Delaware Valley Regional Planning Commission Boan:l in January, 
2003). We fed it is urgent that the Newtown Bypass be selected for study in Buclcs County 10 malce it a 
more desired route for the heavy truck traffic in our region. This woulil go far in remedying the traffic 
safety crisis that exists because heavy commercial traffic bas gotten iJ!1o the habit of ....,U,g resideutial 
routes to get to 1-95 due 10 the 30 -year restriction on Swamp Road and the unsynchtonized lights on the 
Bypaaa. 

Also attached for your revii!IV is a letter dated October 16, 2002 from me to Honorable Charles Martin thai • 
describes our interest in this project in greater detail. Can you please let us lalow what you· can do to 
euure that tbe Newtown Bypass is sdec:ted and studied on an accelerated basis? Monies are available 
to begin this project now as outlined in Exhibit I <-Project Cost and FUDding). 

As you are aware, our situation will accelerate in its deterioration if the lights are not syn<;hronized well 
before the 2005 coDStrUction of the l-9S/ PA Turnpike Interchange,· a project that will require millions of 
tollS of addltional stone from the Wrightstown quarries. I am sure you will agree it is imperative that 
everything be done 10 ensure that tbc safest highway in our region for commercial traffic, the Newtown 
Bypass, be the preferred rout.c for the Swamp Road quarry trucks cnroute to 1·95. By all traffic safety data, 
this type of highway (due 10 its limited ae<;ess, in particular) is by far the safest option for these heavy 
commercial vehicles. As Swamp Road is a principal anerial bigbway and in filet turns into the Newtown 
Bypass, it is logical and prudent for the safety oftbc citiz.enry at large that the Bypass and Swamp Road be 
made easily accessible and conducive to tbc Swamp Road quarry truclc.s. 

The truckers have repeatedly said that the poor timing of the fights on the Bypass is a monumental 
deterrent. We are pleased that this issue ia filwly being ~sed, as it was recommended by the DVRPC 
in a 1988 report to be Newtown Townahip's #I top priority project and was fuUy funded at that time. 

We greatly appreciate your attention to this matter and look forward to your respo1150. 
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Residents for Regionallraffic-soltJtions,InbC . .-------
PO Bax 285 £5<. 38 

Board ofSupavisors 
Lower Malcdield Township 
1100 Edgewood Road 
Yardley, PA l 9067· 
June 2, 2003 

Newtown, PA 18940 

RRTSBUCKSPA@aoLcom 

lU: lntugovernmeotaJ Agreement 

Dear Mrs. Godshalk, Mr StainlhoiJ)O. Mr. Fegley, Mr. Hackman and Mr. Frmlore, 

Once again we are askiog for your help with the llltcrgovernmeota.l Agl"eemeut between Lower Makefield 
and Newtown Towosbips. We are alarmed, as it seems that Repmemative Steil and the Newtown 
Township Board of Supavison, key players in the oegotii.tioDS, bavc no inteotioo.ofsupporting an 
Asreement tha1 protects tbe beallh, safety and weJfUe of residents and travelers along Lindenhurst Road. 

On 12/11/02 the Newtown Township Supavison voted 10 remove the ~o Coooector Road CI811Se" from 
the lntcrgovemmeotal As=metll. !4r. Scott Harp, in an efFort 10 appease Lower Makefield Supavison, -
wrote a letter 10 Mrs. C.OOsha!k swiJig that in the Preliminary Plan for the Newtown Corpome Center, a 
deed restriction bad been placed on Brandywine Boulevard 10 prohibit a connector road between this 
boulevard and Linde:nlnlrst Road through the CAU property and then be said, .. I ~ieve that Lower 
Makefield Township can now eocecute the Intergovernmental Agreemetll. .. " This wbitewasbed efFort to 
meet the demands of the Asreement is lllliCCeplable. 

Newtown Township Supavi10n again demollllnted their laclt ofinlqjrity at Ibis past Wednesday's Board 
mec:ring. In tbc Fmal Plan approval stage fur the Mclaughlin Tral:t (a ToU development along Stoopville 
Road) the Supervison duped the public: by revening a Right-of-Way (ROW) decision that bad been won 
by resideots through their bard efforts and repeated turnout at meetings throughout the approval proteU 
Tho public foUowed the plan through the Sketeb Plan and Preliminary Plan phases at both the Planning 
Commission and Board of Supervisors levels to eusure that the ultimate ROW WM beld at 40'. They feared 
that with a areater ROW, Messn. Ttrele and Goodooe would succ;eed in building the Northern Bypass, 
wblch tbc:ir actions sbow they are in favor o£ Uofi:>rtuoatdy, the public was not preseot at the meeting 
when Final Plan approval toolc p~ and Tom Taele bullied Dick Weaver into backing down from 
supporting the will of the people. Of coune, it was the Jirele/GoodDoe team who voted with Mr. Weaver to 
go against the peoples' will after hilling resideo1J into believing tbc:ir will bad mattered during the first 
2 '%years of the 3 year approval proc;ess. . 

Lastly, in t 3/l4/03 Jetter 10 Sue Benoan (that Teny Fedorchak received a copy of) ~ve Steil 
stated this regardiag the Iotergovemmemal Agreemeot oegotiatiODS, • I will not deny that the subject of 
cut-tbroughs oo the CAU Tract did arise on several occasioll!., but were never part of the negotiation aod 
settlement ageoda. My reconb indicate that it wu~r Fegley who ~ tha1 issue ... my letter of 
MAy 24, 2001 framed the entire conr.ext of our negotiations and agrcemc:ut." Although Representative Steil 
is slick with W. words, it is clear thai be is d.ilingc:nuow towards Lower Makefield. 

We implore you. tliis evening, 10 take wbatever action ;. necessary to put the bra!= oo proceedlng with the 
loop ramp at the Newtown Bypua and 1-9S. We, residellls, have worked side hy side with you for 4 years 
and know that the "No COIIIIeCIOr Road Clauae" wu i!Jtcgral to appro~ of the loop ramp aod is our only, 
hope for cmuring that the c:u:rTOnt tnffic aafety crisis is Dot ~ated by additional OR tnffic. We hope 
that we c:m cowrt on you t9 truly care about our,bealtb, safety and welfare as you bavc profes~ you ·do. 
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Q:: Bob Pellegrino 
Steve Harris, Newtown Township Solicitor 
W"oll.iam Burke, Council Rock Sc:bool Board Preside01 · . . 
Dr. TllllOtby Kirby, Superinlende01 ofCOWICil ~ Scbool D1stnct 
lade Piaheiro, Council Rock Supervisor of Pupil Tnonsportation 
Oeuc Dolnick, p.,.buty School Board President 
Ralph Nuzz.olo, Pemsbuty Superintendeat 
RR.TS, ~ membenbip 
Lower Makefield Tawnship Board of Supervisors 
Terry Fedorchak • 
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R.R.T.s. -

Residents for Regional Traffic Solutions, Inc. 
PO Bolc285 

Newtown, PA 18940 
RRISbjJckspa@ao!.s;om 

Newtown Township Board of Supervisors 
I 00 Municipal Dri~ 
Newtown. PA 18940 
June 11. 2003 
Re: McLa~~&hliD Subdivision 

Dear Mr. Harp. Mrs. Gon::o, Mr. Goodnoe, Mr. Tltele and Mr. Wesver, 

At midnight at your 5/28103 Board meeting you disalsscd the Fmal Plan for the McLaughlin Subdivision. 
Your decision to revisit theR.igbt-of-Way QtOW) f9r tiPs trl(;t at that !are hour aDd that late stage of the 
approval process was a breach of public trust. Resideuts who live a!oag Stoopville Road had obtained your 
approVal for a 40'ultimate ROW (along the SIRightaway) through their lwd efl'ons and repeated lllmout III 
meetmas lbrougllout the approval process. 1be public foUowed tbe plu. tbrough tbe Sketch Plu. and 
Prcliininaty Plu. phases at both the Planoing Commission and Board ofSupermon levels. Due to the 
public's repeated tumout.at the P!anniog Commistionlevd, the Mel •ugh lin Tract was pW:ed on the 
agenda for the I 0/09102 Board of Supervisors meeting sa a discussi~n item. AD_ I 0/10102 Buc:b County 
Courier Tunes article (attached) repons that there~ 1110re than 70 residetns present to discuss the 
McLaughlin Tract. 

As you know, resideuts wbo live ~ong Stoopville Road fear the construaion of the Northern Bypass in 
their backyards. Messn. T1rele, Goodnoe and Weaver, through their repeated aaioDS, have demo!ISUllied 
that they are in favor of this project which will bring higher volumes of commercial traffic ttaveliog at 
grea1er speeds through residem.ial neighborhoods, exacabating the c:urn:ut traffic safety crisis on this road. 
Their statements that they do not support the Northan Bypsas are collltadicted by their actioos. These 
individuals endorsed removing the "No Connector Road Clause~ from the In!.crgovemmental Agreement 
that Lower Malte.6eld Township had presented for their review. Tbis daue wsa k.oy to ea.surill3 that the 
NO<thera Bypas would aot be built. 

Your Board's removal of this cllllSe was also done behind the public's back. Tbe "No Connector Road 
Clause" was pmscnt in the Intergovernmental Agn:emem wbea you approved it at your 11/20/02 Board of 
Supervisors meeting. An ordinance fur adopting the tnlffic: as=meut with Lower Makefield Township 
vias then advatised for public bearing at your next Board meeting on 12/11/02. Surprisingly, Mr. Ttrde 
moved to strike the "No Connector Road Clause" from the Agreemeut and it was approved. 

Tbe residems who live along SIOOpVille Road have clcmooJttared bow imponallla 40' ROW at the 
Mclaughlin Tract is to them. In response to your COIIlCatian that all other developmetr11 along the road 
bave fullowed the ordinance, perllaps this subdivision sbould set a OI:Of prec:edeut. This Board opted to 
maiDtai1l residential ~g aloug _Stoopvillc Road and approved the CODStJucrioo ofthowands of 
residences there. It is yOW' duty to protect the health, safety and welfare of the very residents wbo live 
then; your illsiacoce that Toll Brothm pursue an 80' ROW can only lilcilitale the building of the Nonhero 
Bypass. We implo~ you to reinstale the 40'ultimate ROW as approv~ by the Board of Supervisors oo 
02/12/03. . 

.. 
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I NEWTOWN T0\1HSHIP . • . . : 

Jmpf()yements to Swamp Road approved 
Some I"C81det)~ Uilnk Ulo approval wtll dclqy Dxlng 11 bmkcn 
culvert. U10L liCnds :•auarry truck lroffic Ulrough neighborhoods 
alo1141 SLoopvll~e and Undcnh!Jrst. roads: 
8J WINSLOW- & 
~ATloiD 

More lborr '10 reslclooita !tom Newtown 
'I\)WJIOhlp. Lower Makolleld and 
Wrlcbtalown crammed lui nlllrl'o 
Newtown 'l'o\VNitlp booi'rl ol aupenllon 

. mefllnl to Cllk·- q\WTy INck tnOic 
and ullrer ,_. .-...: 

Bur not .....,.,.,. - llfPP1 willa the 
boud'a or:UonO. • ' 

· A croup or quarry !rude dthlnrcamo to 
the n•Un1 to prolaL Tl..,. IMnd the 
board woulil •• ,.. lo lake tonlrol or 
LlndenhW'II Rood away &om l'ennOOI' 
and pul II In tho banda or the Lower . . 

~ 
wr 
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MAkdJekl aupenllon, who wantlo talrkt 
lnltk lnllllc. 

The lnlck ddwn uy lhat. deapllt whnl 
mlclenliOQ !hey bcliM Llndenhum and 
Sloopylllotolda- lritbe Hewlolm Bypua 
-Co be the ..roo~ rou1e to ,_. 

11. 11rw ...,.........,.or 1u1 nllbl'a -· -"Collese lhldenlund quarry lnlckolust 
don't mllf. • ulo1 Rudy ~ wbo owna iU! 
Blllr'l'nldllniComponll 
·-or U•c~rMn• Lilli toll}' llwY 

don't like Ure ~ ber:auoe II'• too nlUCh 
lrllJ1c. They don I like drlvlna wllh U.e co). 
ltp Wlenllllld lbe llabll on tho bypuo 

.. 

aren't limed. Llnrlanhunl Rood •nil 
Sloopy ll1e ltn;Jd Ia a safer I'Oirle. • 

Croll ZIICicel: wbo owns c z Lawn and 
Laodsc:epo.lnc.,ln Newlown 'Tbwnslllp.and 
~ wboowila AI Kll'l1er truckln&. 

"A lot or trucllen uy Ural even II' 
IIJIIII'>Ytmenll ,. .. ,..mode 1o Swamp RuruJ. 
lhey WOidd siW trowl StuopvWe and 
LlndonhW'SI. because IIIey don'l want lo 
drive wllh r:olltr;t 11Uck111S 11111 drhoon oul· 
una In rronl or them on lbe b~· . 
Kml1er snld. . 

T1111 IUPf('VIfova UMil~MOul)' appi'OlOld 
1 """"•llun uk~UJ l'enniiOT lo alnrullane
CHMI)' CSlllllllda all ,_. lmprovernonlS to 
Swarup Rood. The action carne oll.or 
P<rurDOT 11\ld tbat II would lla a broUh 
culvert lint IIIII laler nrw oilier ~IIPNYO
menla lllc:b u llralablenlnl -.a and 

' 

'""""' 

wklonlnlllilnuldon aJona the hilly rnuln 
Some mldenls bel~e U1e resolullon 

wW clelll)' IWII& a broken cuiV<rl Ural, 
becaUM it weight mtrldlont, armda quor
ry lnlck trolllcllhroulh res.klcull41 ntlch· 
borhooda olona Sloopvllle on~ 
LlndenbunL 

"Tirla b another alol•rnnlo." 10\d 
Newtown mldenlllrrb Murph~ "You I>'"'· 
pie ·have done nolhlna lo oddR'u I his, 
ucept give Ul 111111111 brl)IUI 11!11rlrrlloo. l'vo 
been l'oUowlnllhbluue ror!lO )mrs. Auy..r 
you piO!IIe who ore up fur re<!ll!cllr•~ I MY 
.,,le agalrwlbe lrraurllll!nl," be Mkl boPH'D 
llorrn Inc out or I he ror•n~ 

The Sl!pC!I'VIa<n believe Rxln~ l11e r:td· 
vt!'l wllhoul mak~ll olber lrrlprn.....,UII 

S.IWAMI', :JC 

Thuradoy, October tO. 2002 13( 
IUCIII COUNTY COUIIUI TIMU 

I 
Swwnp: Improvemenl:s r 
road approved by board 
Fnxnhp lC 

·WW creole I ba&lnloul condlllon 
ber:all$6 IIIey bfoln 111e rood b 
J111!S0RUJ wiSilrr &lr quarry trucks. 

Tho •uporvlaorl also recom· 
mend :1-2 lhat StoopvW. Rood be 
wlclmodlo ll.J'oollanet and Hoot 
ahouldero and lhala 1'11!rt.or w1y 
atorrc the road be 4D reet. nola! reel, 
which Ia whal the IOWIIIhlp oniJ. 
rranculola. 

SloopvW. road raldenta fear 1 
wider rlahl.or·wiY wW mean 1 
wider rood. Supervll\01'1 Anne 
Corcn.Ditk \VaverandSalllll&rp 
•uppcrrlfd lhelr concernL 

Rul IUIMirYIIOrt Rf1"'00 
"Skip" Goodnoo and '111m Jlle' 
I'OCOI11IIICI1d lnl I'OIIowlnR II)IIIO'M 
•hlp's onl~ or 111 r~ 'I'll< 
r-mmenrled the bo&nl ildor. 
n!cornmcndollon WIIU lhe p II 
nlnl commlsolon can review I 
Thelr """""""'lion fallecL 

LoiiNe MakeReld 111~1101 
Groc. Godshlllt and! l'el 
Sllllnlhorpe, wbo camelo !Ill mee 
lnr alonr wllh olher I Lowe 
Malcelleld mldenll. allred llrallh 
lwo IOWNhlPt lo c:onllnuelo wor 
lor;elher Co lddml all ~""' 
W--Jr.-bo~aUIJ 
...... 11001 ..... 1011·~ 
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R.R.T.S. 
_ Residents for Regional Traffic Solutions, Inc. 

,<-

PO Box285 . 
Newtown, ·PA 189<Kl 

RRTSbockspa@aol.cxnn 

Lower Makefield Township Boud of Supervisors 
1100 Edgewood Rd. 
Yardley, PA 18940 . ' 
July 23, 2003 

Re: J gJy21, 2003 Publie Comment.; 2003 LMT ComprdlmsiVe Muter Pla.a Update 

Dear Mrs. Godshalk, Mr. Hackman, Mr. Fegley, Mr. SWnthorpc, and Mr. Fazzalore, 

As you lcnow, at the July 21, 2003 Boud of Supervisors meeting I commented on the 2003 LMl' 
Comprehensive Master Plan Update during public comment period. l expressed residents' alarm that the 
Street HientchY Map that. was part of the I 99Z Comprehensive Master Plan bad been omined from the 
2003. Update. This map is critical to the tnnsport&tion planning process in our township, as wcU as, In the 
region as a whole. 

We founally mrnest that you talce what!M!f mwym are C?f"'"CV to rein.We tbjs JP111 in tbjs document 
prior to the $epi!:!!Jber) S. 20Ql public bearing dm !Mt is scheduled for the document. R is DO secret that 
the b~ safety and welfare of residents along Liodenburst Road is in jeopudy due to the po:or 
tnnspottatioo planning in our region and over 30+ yean of political manipulation oftruclc traffic in our 
region. In order to redify this critical public safety iasue, politiciaru, as well as, residenl3 will D£ed to refer 
to the roadway classifications in the Street Hierarcby Map ofLMT' s Comprehensive Master Plan. 

In respoJl!C to my concern, Mr. Stainthorpe remarked that there have been no changes to the Stteet 
Hierarchy Map (roadway claasificatioos) that was in the 1992 Comprehensive Master Plan. Since be is the 
Board • qneseutative for the Planning Commission, I trust that he is knowledgable in !hi$ an:a. I also ttust 
that it is .,-ridCDt that this important information Deeds to be documented in a foi'DUIJ St:rcc:t Hierarcby Map 
ill the 2003 Comprehensive Muter Plan Update. This wUl be easily ~ssible to illlcrestccl parties in our 
township and region. (Note: Mr. SWmborpe and Mr. Fcdoo:balc bad also commented that there wen no 
roadway classification cbanges at the Juoc 16, 2003 Board nwting wbeo it was 8lliiOU\lCcd that the 2003 
Update would be available fur public review, and I aSked wbclher there bad been any changes ill filllctioo.al 
classiticslions of roadways.) 

Mr. cmtoo said that the omission of this map would be chcclced out. Mr. Hacbnan staled that perhaps 
someone IW removed the mapa from the library' s doa•meots Mrs. Godshalk stated that pcrhapt the map . 
WU~~·'t inelwlecl i1l the doeumem b ••• · per Mr. Staimbo<pe, there w-. oo c:hans- made to it mel so the 
old map would just be carried over to the final, approved 2003 Updated Plan. I rdurncd to the b'bmy after 
the Board meeting, and concluded that oeithcr Mr. Haclcmen's or Mrs. Godshalk' s theories applied. The 
St:rcc:t Hiervchy Map bas been excluded from the document that wUl become Lower Makefield 
Township's official2003 Comprebell!ive Master Plan and this needs to be rec:tified immediately. 

N!/311 
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For your convonience I have attached a copy of the Street Hienn:hy Map from the document that you are 
updating which is entitled, Township ofLower Makefield; Comprehensive Master Plan Update, 1992. I 
look forward ~o learning of the actions you intend to take regarding this serious oversight at the next Board 
m~ ' 

Sincerely, 

CC: Ken Coluzzi (sining in for Terry Fedorchak) 
Terry Fedorchak 
1effGarton, &quire 
Bob WillW!ls, P .E. 
Al Roeper; Chairman, Committee for the 2003 LMT Comprehensive MasteT Plan Update 
NllllC)' Friclc, Director of Zoning, ln.!pedions and Planning 
Lynn Bush; E:o:ecutive Director, Buclcs County Planning Commission 
Charles Martin, Bucks County Commissioner 
Mic.bad FiU:patriclc, Esquire; Chairman, Bucks County Commissioners 
Sandra Miller, Buclcs County Commissioner 
R.R.TS Membership 



------------------~-,.,...----- -~--ex. ~ 
Cc: United Sta!CS Qmsres.mw1 James Greenwood 

Joe Sza&an, Special Auiab11ll0 U.S. CongTessman llllles Greenwood 
Sean Slack,. Dislrict Director for U.S. Coogrc:ssman James Greenwood 
GcM:mor Ed RaxleU 
ADen Biehler, Seaetaty ofTnnsportalion 
Gary Hoffinan, p .E.; DewtY sec:m.ay fur Highway Admlnistralion 
Stme Senator, Joteph Cordi 
Slllte~ David Steil 
Jolm Coscia;~ Dim;lor, Delawln Valley Regional Planning Commission 
Michael Fttzpatriclr. Esquire; Bucks Couuty Commissioocr 
Clwles Martin. Bw:b County Commissioner 
smlra Miller, Bucks County Commissiooer . 
Andrew Wamo; Disbic:t Adminiatndor, Pami>OT District 6 
Lyun Busb; Executive Direc:lor, Bucb CouDty Planuing Commission 
Lower Mab:field Township Board ofSupervison 
Dr. T JJDOtby Kilby; SupOiar.eod.em, Council Rode Sd>ool Distric:t 
William Burke; Board Pre1icfcnt, COIDiciJ Rock Scbool Di5tria 
Ralph Nl=olo;'Supcriutelldc:at, Pc:on..bury Scbool Dimict 
Gene Dolnick;.Board Presidc:at, Pmnsbury Sdlool District 

7-·· . ,' . . , . 
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R.R.~S. 

Residents for Regional Traffic Solutions, Inc_ 
PO Box285 

Newtown, PA 18940 
RRTSbuckspa@aol.com 

NewtOwn Township Board ofSupervison 
I 00 Municipal Drive 
NewtOwn, PA 18940 

August 27, 2003 

&: 1003 Bucks Coa.oty TIP, Stoopvitle Road 

Dear Messn. Hup, flt'ele, Weaver, Goodnoe arul Mrs. Goren. 

Your Planning Commission bas I:OIIC~ that tho il priority project for Newtown Township's Buclcs 
County TIP list should be tho Stoopyille Road Rehabilitation Projec;t_ We implore you NOT to adopt this 
project u defined by tbo Planai.ag Commission, foe it will exacerbate tho traffic safety criW that already 
cxUts OD Stoopville Road_ • 

At your 8/19103 PI&DDing Commission meeting your traffic engineer, Phil Wunta, ~ed this about tbe 
Rebabiliwion Project: 

I.) 1ncJrJdes horizonJal retzl/gnment of the road. 

Qur nspoDJe: As it is alalown fact that curves along a ioa.d serve as a traffic calming measure, 
tbe residents vehemently oppose any filrtbcr straightening of Stoopville Road Residents have 
compl.mcd bitterly about tbe outrageous tavel speeds of the c:um:nt danger-ous mix of traffic_ 
Stnigbtcning the road will enable tho traffic to go faster and encourage higher volumes of traffic_ 

2.) When asked by a T'ffJJ"8sentatM of Eagkton Farms ah-division about the specifiC$ rega;dil!g lane 
wfdths and shoulden nco~mlimded in IM project. Mr. W111'3ia said he inlendd to keep the 
wording. '\>aPe"-

Oar mpoase: Despite residents' out~ in opposition to wideniDg tbe lanes on Stoopville 
Road to 12' aDd slnligblc:ning the road, NewtOwn Townsblp's n:pea~cd efforts to take tbesc 
mc:uurc:s are a matter ofpubUc reconl. Residems demand traffic calming measures ooly: 

'Ihe unti.med traffic lights OD the NewtoWD Bypass. along with the more than 30-yell' weight 
restriction of Swamp Road. bas resulted in the diversion ofl:amdteds of Swamp Road qumy 
trucb. u well as other vehicles, oDlO Stoopville Road daily. Your toWNhip tbt:n uses this 
maDipulatcd traftic flow as justificatioll to widen aDd straigbteo this road. This is clear 
deception 011 tho partoftho Board aDd a total disregardfoctbesafetyoftbefamilies that moved 
iDto tbe 2,000 bomes that you approved for development along Stoopville Road 

.. 
Your coati.aued failure to syochronizc tbe tights on tbe NewtOwn Bypass is uoacceptable. lbe 
Delawue Valley Rt:giooal Pl•pning Commission idemlfied this as tbe MOST important project in 
Newtowu Township in 1983 and it was fully fimdcdl Sadly, as =eotly as last week, a qumy 
truclc open!9r told one of our members that, ~My brakes ~n smoking by tbe lime I' m done 
traveling !lie Bypass." · 

3.) /ncluiks nalignmetll of the inl.usection at StbOpville Rood and Rle.. 531to m<1U it mere of a "r' 
palfltm. 



- -., ----------------- - - ----

Our nsponse: This intersection was recelllly redone. We do oot want to make it more 
convenient fur traffic to go through this intenection, as this will encourage higJJer volumes of 
traffic to 11$11 this route as a cut-through to ln1ersta~e 9S. 

It is clesr tbat neither )'tiUC traffic engin.ccr nor your Planning Commission acknowledge the seriousness of 
the traffic safety Q'jsis oo. Stoopville Road. We beli~M> there is a stroog appearanec of conflict of interest 
fur Mr. Wursta. He is traffic engineer for both Newtown and Wrightstown Townships, townships with 
self-interested agendas regarding traffic flow in our Rgi011. These townships bave ,.,cneded in keeping a 
State Principal AncriaJ Hi8)rway ~ four ( 4) quarries on It reStricted to heavy. trucb for 30+ years, 
dhrt:rting this traffic onto a 9.7 mile cin:uit.ous residential mute. This residenlial route, which now bas ISS 
access poinu, l.iterally. bypasses the Newtown Bypass, the safest road in the region for commercial traffic. 
We believe it is impossible fur Mr. Wursta to be objective in his recommendations for Stoopville Road. 

We a.lw wish to express our profound disappointmeut that your Board of Sup=isors ni!Ldoes not 
acboWiedge the seriOUS!ICSS oftbe traffic safety crisis on Stoopville Road. On the beefs of your decision 
to o-u= the 40' Right-of-Way along tbe McLaughlin Tract, the EasJeton Farms Homeowncn 
AMociation presented you with a Resoluiion imploiins you to immediately evaluate traffic c:almillg 
measures for Stoopville Road and report tbe findings to residellts within 60 days. The Resolution 
(Attachment 1) was pmeoted to you at your July 9, 2003 Board ofSu~sors meeting. We aro in 
disbelief that you will not even be considering the request uadl your September IS, 2003 Worlc Sess,ion 
meeting. more tba.o 60 days after the Homeowners Association approached you. Your laclc of response to 
this mauer bJghlights the sppeaw1ce of conflict of interest for many Boud members ~ this issue. Since 
Mr. Harp and Mr. Vfcaver l.i~~e _olfthe Newtown Bypass and Mr. Tude's family lives olfSwamp Road, we 
believe it is impossible for this Board to address this issue in the filir and urgent DI&DDCI' that it ncedJ. 

In addition, a glari.og confljct of interest c:xists with PennDOT District 6 Admia.islrator, And:rew Warren, 
who ~y resides just olftlle Newtown Bypass and previously resided in another sub-division just olf 
the BypaSs. Mr. Wam:o bas also previously been employed within Newtown Township. His actioos and 
Uw:tiODll ha~~e demoilstrated that be has been aligned with politicians in the region (both swe and loeal) 
who haw been satisfied to lceep Swamp Road restricted to heavy trucb and divert them to less appropriate 
I"OIIleS. It is also common knowledge tbat Mr. Warren (1111lilo:e, in our understanding. all other PennDOT 
District Administnllors) is not a Professional Engineer (P .B.). Residents strongly believe tbat the 
complexity and seriousness of this situation wamnt tbat an impartial Professional Engineer at the 
Harrisburg level be cbargcd With its oversight. 

We respeetfully request that the N I priority project for Newtown Township's Buclcs Cowrty TIP be 
fmpfcmen!Jirion ofTraffiq Colmjng Mes!!UfeS for S!oopyille .Rped and that this Board ask PeanDOT, 
HarrUOOrg Slalf(an impartial body} to llut tnc1c an evaluation oftraffic calming mCUIIJe$ for the road and 
provide a budget figure. Ita budget figure CllllDOt be obtaioed by the September 19,2003 deadline, then we 
propose listing tbc project pend.iDg the budget 6go=. 

We implo.re you to act 011 this proposal immcdiotely before a lfl8ic a.ccidcot occurs on Stoopville Road. 

. 
Very truly yours. 

0 .- ~~ 
~~~L. 
Richard Tonge {fflf) 
Secretary 
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Residents for Regional Traffic Solutions, Inc. 
PO Box285 

Newtown, PA 18940 
RRTSbuckspa@aol.com 

Lower Makefield Township Board of Supervisors 
1100 Edg!'Wood Rd. 
Yardley, PA 18940 

September IS, 2003 

Rt: Bucks County TJP Projeds: 
(1) lmp1ementadon ofTraffic Calmine Measures on LiudeohuntRoad 
(2) Stoopville Road Rdl.abDitadon Project 

Dear Mrs. Godshalk, Mr. HaGkman, Mr. Fegley, Mr. Fazzalorc and Mr. Stai.othorpc, 

We request that you take the following actions reganiing two TIP projects that are being 
rccommeuded for the 2003 Bucks County TIP: 

Implementation of Traffic Calming Measures on Liudeohurst Road 
(to be submined to lbe BCPC by Lower Makefield Towa.ship) 

1.) We respectfully request that you make this project your #1 priority due to the dangerous 
tmffio condition th.at exists on Lindenhurst Road. 

2.) We re:spectfully request that you recommend tbat Andrew Warren withdraw from the TIP 
deeision-m•king process for this project. Mr. Warren has a glaring confiict of interest when 
it comes to decisions regarding Lindenhurst Road, as such decisions have a din:ct affect upon 
tmffio on the Newtown Bypass. He CUD'elltiy resides just off' the Newtown Bypass and 
previously resided in another sub-division just off the Bypass.. Mr. Willian's actions and 
inactions have demonstrated that he has been aligned with. politicians in the region (both state 
aod local) who have encouraged commercial traffic to bypass the Bypass. These parties were 
satisfied to (a) keep Swamp Road restricted to heavy ~:rucks for over 30 years and divert them 
to less appropriate routes and (b) accept untimed lights on the Newtown Bypass (It is 
impottaut to note that in a 1988 study conducted by the DVRPC, entifled Newtown Township 
Traffic Stgdy. it wasreconunendcd that Newtown Township make the timing of the Byp&u 
lights its #I priority project and this project was fully funded.) 

Residents strongly believ~ that 1111 impartial Profession.al Engineer at the Harrisburg 
PennOOT level is required to ensure that there is objectivity in the decision-making process 
for this project. 

r 
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Stoopville Road Rehabilitation Project 
(to be submitted to die BCPC by NewtoWil Tcnmship) 

. 1.) This projec:t calls for the rcaligmneot of the iuterscction ofStoopville Road and 
Route 532 to more of a 'T' pattem. Thi.s int=sec:tion is located in Lower Makefield 

. Township. We •espec;tfully request that you OPPOSE the realigmneot of this intersection, as 
this is a blatant step toward implementation of the Northern Bypass (as shown in the attached 
Figure 28 taken from the aforementioned DVRPC study). Page 81 of the study swes, "To 
affect a northern bypass via Stoopvillc Road, it is viw to realign this intersection.~ 

A3 yon may be BWIIRI, Newtown Townsbip has been methodically putting tho "northern 
bypass" into place piec:e by piec:e dnring tho TIP process over !he years. At tho same time, as 
recently as smnmcr ·of2003, tho Newtown Township Supervisors looked CODStitueuls in tho 
eye 8lld passed a lip-service resolution sent to PennDOT stating that they were not in filvor of 
a 110f1hern bypass. 

The Northern Bypass (or any steps toward it) will cocoarage higher volumes of traffic at 
8Jt81cl speeds along Lindcoburst, Stoopville and WorthingtDn Mill Roads. We trust that 
Lower Makefield Township will not support this project given the already volatile traffic 
sitnation that exists on these minor, residential, collector roads. 

Newtown Township supuvisors (and traffic cnginrn) nvrintnin that the rcaligmnent will 
serve as a traffic calming measure to slow traffic down that is traveling west on Route 532 
aDd then north on Stoopville Road. We suggest that a traffic light be added at the 
intersection, while maintaining its cmrent ccirl3gnration, and that traffic calming measuccs be 
installed on the 5!Righlaway on Stoopville Road just beyond tho in=section. Newtown 
Township residents have been actively imploring their Board of Supervisors to implement 
traffic calming measures on Stoopville Road. 

Upper Makefield Township is ClllrcDtly in disCussions with developers regarding another 450 
or so bomes that will be developed in the vicinitY of this intersection. It is certain that a 
traffic light will be installed at the in1crscction of Highland Road and Route 532. This will 
serve as a traffic calming measure. 

We would appreciate a response to those requests this evening and thank you for your 
consideration. 

Sinccrcly, 

Susan Henn:an 
Plesidcot 
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Residents for Regional Traffic Solutions, Inc. 
PO Box285 

Newtown, PA.189<10 
RRTSbu.ckspa@aol.com 

Richanl Bnlhler, Senior Transportation Planner 
, Bucks Cowtty Transportation Improvement Program 
The Almshouse Neshaminy Manor Center 

• 1260 Almshouse Road 
Doylestown, PA 18901 

September 17, 2003 

RE: 2003 T.LP. SUBMISSIONS 

Dear Mr. Bnlhl~ 

We respec1fully request !bat you include the following two projects in the 2003 Bucks County 
Transportation Improvement Program. Our organizarion, Residents for Regional Traffic Solutions, Inc:., is 
ti regional citizens group tbat rePresents well in excess of 8,000 residents from Lower Makefield, Upper 
Makefield, Newtown, Wrightstown and Northampton Townships. 

(I) Lindenlwm Road Traffic Calming 
(2) Stoopville Road Traffic Calming 

If you have any questions·rqjanung this request ortbe accompanying BCpP applications for these two 
Proiects. please do not hesitate to call me at (21 5) 504-9670. · 

Thank you for your corusidention. 

~~--~<~-------
President 

Cc;: United States Congressman, James GTeenwood 
Joe Suhn, Special Auistam to U.S. Congn:mnau James Greenwood 
SaD Sl~ District Director for U.S. Congressman James Greenwood 
Governor Ed Rendell 
Allen Biehler, Secretary of Transportation 
Gary Hoffman, P .E.; Deputy S=-ewy for Highway Administration 
Jobo Coscia; Executive Director, Delaware Valley Regional Planning Commissiop 
Miclild F'm:p.lrick. &juin:; Buda Coumy Commiuioner 
Charles Martin, Budcs County Commissioner 
Sandra Miller, Bucks County Commimooer 
Lyoo Bush; Executive Director, Bucks Cowtty Planning Commission 
Dr. Tunathy Kirby; Superintendent, Council Rock Sdlool District 
William Burke; Board PresideQt, Council Rock Sebool District 
Ralph Nuzzolo; Superintendent, Pennsbury School District 
Gene Dolnick; Board President, Pennsbury School Distria 
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Residents for Regional Traffic Solutions, Inc. 

• 

PO Box285 
Newtown, PA.1B940 

RRTSbuckspa@aolcom 

LQV.U Makefield Township Board of Supervisors 
11(10 Edgewood~ 
Yardley, PA 18940 

Sepmnber 30, 2003 

RE: DRft of Lower Makefleld ToWDSbfp Compreheostve Master Piau (LMT CMP) 
Update, 2003 

Dear Mrs. Godshalk, Mr. J!aclcman, Mr. Fegley, Mr. Fazzalore and Mr. Staillthoxpc, 

Thank you for the oppornmity to comment on the subject document at the public hearing you held 
on Septem~ 1 S, 2003. Below are the comments lbat I made on behalf of Residents for Regional 
Tnlffic Solutions, me. We would grcady apprecilue it if you would consider tnese for inclusion 
in the F"mal2003 Comptebeusive Master Plan Update that will be voted upon at your Board of 
Supervisors meeting on Monday, October 6, 2003. 

1.) We thank you and th.e Planning Commission for agrccillg to include the Street Hierarchy Map 
as an exhibit in this document 

2.) Page 91 in the 1992 Update, LMT CMP says, -rhc responsibility of the township is to 
balance the needs of traffic flow and the land usc goals that bave been set. ... . . •Jt is imporumt for 
the township to balance th.c needs of traffic flow with the other goals of the community ... " 

We respedfally request that the Board add these statements to the CPM, 2003 Update. We 
believe dlat balancing traffic flow and land usc is impcralive in order to protect the health, safety 
and welfare of residents and provide a high qualjty of life for residents. 

3.) We respe:ctfally requ= that a stmrmeut bO added to indicate the township's commitment to 
acbwwlcdge the hierarchy of the roadwll)' timctioual classification sySICa1 and acknowledge that 
road function should lillltdlland usc.. Ill additiou, wa ask that it be smted that the highest priority 
of tho township and region will be that all Artaial Highways and Expressways in the region 
timc:ti....on optimally (includillg being able to be tnsversed by ALL vdlicles, n:gardless of weight) 
so that c:ommc:zcial traffic will favor using them over roads oflesscr order functional 
dassificariOIL 

4.) Page 96 of the 1992 Update LMT CMP ~ "Preliminary discnssions are uudaway to 

r 

r 

improve the highway ~from the center of the collilty (Doylestown area) to Roulls I-9S in ~ 
order to r=ove interstate -bouod traffic 1iom local residcutial strceu. The township should I / , 
COIItinne to work with Newtown Township to provide a "lwrthe:m bypassw &om Lindenhurst \. 
Road/Route 3321101th to Route 413 for better'triffic circulation to I-9S." IJ.J/ /1'9 

/.5"Jb7? 
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While no mc:atioa of the "northern bypass" is made in the 2003 Update of the LMT CMP, we 
believe the language in the Transport;~tion Planning and Planning & Zoning in Surrounding 
Municipalities sections allows for and encourages the building ofsach a byp~ We respcx;tfully 
request that you clearly state that Lower Makefield Township is not going to· pursue or support 

, the "northern bypass" in this 2003 Update of the Lower Makefield Township Comprehensive 
Master Plan. 

·. 
> ·• 

Once again. thank you for the opportunity to participate iD this process and for your consideration 
of these important points. 
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Bucks County Transportation Improvement P rogram PubUc Meeting 
October 9, 2003 

ORAL TESTIMONY SUBMISSION 

Persons Testi.(ying: Susan Hennan, Marcy Conti 

Organization: Residents for Regional Traffic Solutions, Inc. (RRTS) 
P.O. Box28S ' 
NcwtoWD. PA 18940 
ph: 215 504-9670 
fax: 215 504-0757 
email: RRISbuckspa@aol.com 

Project Name(s): (1) Lindenhun t Rd. Tn.ffie CalmiDg 
(2) StoopviUe Rd. I Worthington Mill Rd. Traffic Calming 

Thank you for this opportunity. J am Marcy Conti and this is Sue Hemum of Residents for 
Regional Traffic Solutions, Inc., or RRTS. Our regional citizens group represents well in excess 
of8,000 residents from five townships. 

We are bet"e in support of the TIP applications submitted for Lindenhurst and Stoopville ~ 
Traffic Calming Projects .. Lower Makefield Township submitted the Lindenhurst Road Traffic 
Calming project as their number ono priority. In addition. RRTS submitted TIP applications for 
these projects. RRTS would like to amend its Stoopyille Road Traffic Calming TIP application 
and add Worthington Mlll Road Traffit: Calming to Ibis project We alerted Mrs. Bush of our 
oversight and she suggested we bring it to your attention tonight We have included a copy of our 
revised TIP application in oar oral testimony submission (sec Exhibit I). We respectfully request 
that you fast-track implementation of traffic calming on Lindenhurst, Stoopville and Worthington 
Mill Roads, in order to avert an impending tragedy. Numerons near-misses have been reported 
involving heavy irucks, school buses and oar school cbildren. We are experiencing a traffic 
safety crisis on these secondary roads. 

Sin.ce we made Deputy Secretaly Hoflinan pmonally aware of our safety crisis in May 2003, he 
bas marshaled his entire professional PennDOT Harrisburg staff to do three things: first, to 
expedite replacement of the Swamp Road culverts by August, 2004 (the posted culvert that your 
Board broke out as Pbaso I in the last TIP round and the ono south of it, as it is precariously close 
to being weight-restricted), secon<!, his staff will rmew the timing oflhe Ncm1own Bypass 
ligbts, and third, his staff will investigate the serious traffic safety problem on Worthington Mill 
Road. We greatly appreciate his commitment to get involved in the safety crisis in our area. 

We aslc for similar effort from you toward implementing traffic calming measUres on the . 
aforementioned roads. A high voiii!De of heavy truck traffic is bypassing Route 332, the 
Newtown Bypass (a four lane, limited access divided highway), and using tbese·minor, residential 
collector roads as a cut-through en route to 1-95. The cut-through quarry truck traffic is compelled 
to push the speed limit, as drivers are paid by the load and the industrY often pro1lUses on time 
deliveries. Truckers know that they an: less likely to be stopped on minor roads. Dozens of school 

r 

(,.. 
I 



.. 
bl!SCS that necessarily use these roads to pick up and diop off our children are mixed with, in 

,. ex.cells of; 800 heavy trucks/day, weighing up to 80,000 pounds each. 

Traffic comffig from 1-95 travels west along the Newtown Bypass for Y. mile and then turns north 
onto l-indenhurst Road, the first leg of the 9. 7-mile, circuitous residential route (sec map, 
Exhibit U). This route continUes along Stoopville and Worthington Mill Roads. In total, there 
are in excess of 155 access points, m.ost residents' driveways [blue pins) and feeder roads from 
sub-divisions housing over 7,000 residC!llS. There are four Wrightstown quarries located on 
Swamp Road, a principal arterial highway. A 1 0-ton posted culvert here precludes ALL trucks 
from using this 2-mile segment of Swamp Road that has 16 points of access and runs iuto the 
Bypass. 

We have included a CD-ROM that contains three videos in our written testimony submission and 
we aslc that you 13ke the time to view it Video #1, entitled BYPASSING THE BYPASS. shows 
over 90% of commercial t:taflie turning off the Newtown Bypass and using the residential route 
as a cut-through, beginning with Lindenhurst Road. Residents are fearful for their children and 
themselves who must regularly travel these minor roads. This is a suburban/rural setting whereby 
residents must travel by car or scbool bus for their daily activities o.utside the home. In 
November, 2002 the principal of Quarry Hill Elcmenmy (one of three elemcnmy scbOQIS located 
just off Lindenhurst Road). stated this at a Lower Makefield Township Board ofSupcrvisors 
meeting, "We lake a chance every day when we put hundreds of kids from Afton, Quarry Hill and 
the Grey Nun Academy on the buses up there ... It's a marter of time. We need to take the issue 
in.to our own hands and do what we need to do ... we have to take back the tLindcohurst] 
road."(Sec newspaper article, Exhibit m) In light ofPenoDOT' s rejection of Lower 
Makefield's request to take back Lindenhurst Road from the State in the interest of public safety, 
we implore you, tonight, to implement these traffic-calming projects within the first year of the 
Twelve Y car Program. 

On July 9, 2003 the Board ofTrustccs of the Eagleton Farms Homeowners Association (EFHA) 
presented a Resolution at the Newtown Township Board of Supervisors meeting that stated, 
" ... WHEREAS, the EFHA has foUowed the regional traffic issues, which include the increased 
truck traffic on Stoopville Road, out of concern for the safety of its residents .. . the Board of 
Trustees requests the Newtown Township Board of Supervisors to direct the township's CDginecr 
to conduct a study of potential traffic calming measures for Stoopville Road ... [and) direct ~ a 
presentation on the study results be made at a regularly scheduled NTBS meeting within 60 days 
of this date." (See Exhibit IV) 

A July 14, 2003 letter (Exlu'bit V) from an Eagleton Farms Subdivision representative to the 
Council Rock School Board President stated this about Stoopville RD: "We hope that you (as we, 
and all other parents) find this serious safety issue one that has been ignored for too long." 

ln a June, 2003 letter to PeuoDOT (Exhibit VI), the supcrintcndCDt of Council Rock School 
District stated this about Worthington Mill Road, '"The safety of our students is of paramount 
importance ... we have averaged stopping 40 times per day on this relatively sbort stretch of 
winding, narrow road. Worthington Mill Road under present conditions and circumstances 
requires action to insure the safety of our students " Videos #2 and #3 on the aforementioned 
CD-ROM will show you why. Video 112 is a CBS/ KYW NEWS SEGMENT that aired at 6 PM 
on JuneS, 2003 and video #3 is entitled TRUCK DANGER on WQRTIUNGTON MILL ROAD. 

Residents arc outraged that this safety crisis has been brought about and encouraged by state and 
local politicians who have been satisfied to keep Swamp Road closed to heavy trucks for over 30 
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years and who have accepted untimed lights on the NeWtown Bypass, despite a 1988 DVRPC 
study• that placed synchronization ofrhe bYJXISslight~ as Newtown Township's No. 1 top 
priority project (fully funded at that time). PCDDOOT's District 6 must take responsibility for its 
part in creating this public safety crisis through both its inaction and actions. 

We ask that you join with us in recommending that Mr. Warren recuse himself from the TIP 
decision-making process for these projects because of the obvious conflicts of interest that exist. 
As a long time resident of this area, Mr. W&I:ren naturally has many tics and the divisive narurc of 
the traffic problems here demand a nonaligned professional ln addition. decisions regarding 

. these minor rcsickutial collector roads will have a dir1:a affect upon traffic on the Newtown 
Bypass. and Mr. Warren has resided adjacent to the Bypass for years. 

We implore you to join with us in recommending that an impartial Professional Engineer at the 
PennDOT Harrisburg level be assigned to cvalWite these projects throughout the TIP process. As 
you may know, District 6 is the only district in the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania without a 
certified Professional Engineer (P.E.) at its helm. 

During the last TIP round, you took unprecedented steps to do the right thing in the interest of the 
public's safety at large and we greatly app1cciated this. We are before you, once again, to ask 
you to act boldly and swiftly before a bns load oflcids gelS .killed. 

We would like to show you some stills from the three videos that arc being submitted. 

Thank you for your time and continued efforts to address this safety crisis.. 

• entitled Newtown Township Traffic Study 

/5'.5'/.3 71 
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R.R.T.S. £x, "" 
Residents for Regional Traffic Solutions, Inc. 

PO Box 285 
Newtown, PA 18940 

RRTSbuckspa@aol.com 

BUCKS COUNTY TRANSPORTATION IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM PUBLIC MEEIDG 
. OCTOBER 9, 2003 . 

'· 
WRJTTEN TESTIMONY SUBMISSION (#pages: .31) 

' 

RE: Project Name3: (1) Lindenhurst Road Traffic Cabning 
(submitted by Lower Makefield Township as the Ill priority and by 
RRTS) 

(2) Stoopville RD I Worthington Mill RD Traffic Caltning 
(submitted by RRTS) 

OBJECTIVE: Our pwpose is to gain your support for implementing traffic calming measures 
on Lindenhurst, Stoopville and Worthington Mill Roads within the first year of the Twelve Year 
Program, so as to avert an impending tragedy. We request that traffic calming measures such as 
Raised Median Islands/Pedestrian R'efuges, T ~1Uied /Raised Crosswalks and Speed tables/speed 
bumps be evaluated for immediate implementation on these minor, n:siden.tial collector roads in 
order to: (a.) reduce the speed and volume of traffic to ensure that levels correspond to the . ,_._.,J.fUL , 
functional classification and residential land use of the roads and (b.) reduce cut-through traffi~ MT__.
including heavy industrial traffic. The TIP applications for these projects are~te · 
that Lower Makefield Township submitted the Lindenhurst Road Traffic Calming Project as the 
number one priority. 

A high vohune of heavy truck traffij; is bypassing Route 332; the Newtown Bypass (a four lane, 
limited access divided highway), and using these secondary roads as a cut-through en route to · 
l-95 . The cut-through quarry truck traffic is compelled to push thi! speed limit, as drivers are paid 
by the load and the industry ofu:u promises on tiine deliveries. Truckers know that they are less 
likely to be stopped on minor roads. Dozens of s•hool buses that necessarily use these roads to . 
pick up and drop off our children are mixed with. in excess of 800 heavy tracks/day, weighing up 
to 80.000 pounds each. Numerous n~r-misses have been reported iuvolving heavy trucks. 
school buses and our school children. 

• 
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SUMMARY 

• The speakers who gave oral testimony on October 9, 2003 represent Residents for 
Regional Traffic Solutions, Inc. (RRTS), a regional citizens' group. Members are from 
Lower Makefield, Upper Makefield, Newtown, Wrightstown and Northampton 
Townships and the organization represents well in excess of 8,000 residents. 

r 
• A higb volwnc of heavy truck traffic is bypassing Route 332, the Newtown Bypass (a 

four lane, limited access divided highway), and using Lindenhurst. Stoopville and 
Worthington Mill Roads (all minor, residential collector roads) as a cur-through en rou1e 
to I-95. The cut-thr~ugh quarry truck traffic is compelled to push the speed limit, as 
drivers are paid by the load and the indus by often promises on time deliveries. Truckers 
know that they arc less likely to be stopped on minor roads. Dozens of school buses that 
ncccssarily use these roads to pick up and drop off out children are mixed with, in excess 
ot; 800 heavy trucks/day weighing up to 80,000 poundS each. Numerous near-mwu 
have been reported invomug heavy trucks, school bu.ses and our school children. 
We are esperiendng a traffic .safety crbis on· these secondary roads. 

• Traffic coming from I-9S travels west along the Newtown Bypass for V. mile and then 
turns north onto Lindenhurst Road, the firslleg of the 9.7 mile. circuitous residential 
route (see Traffic Flow Map, Exhibit II). This route continues along Stoopville and 
Worthington Mill Roads. In total, there are in excess of 155 access points, most 
residents' drivc:ways (blue dots) and feeder roads from sub-divisions housing over 7,000 
residents. There are four Wrightstown quarries located on Swamp Road (a Principal 
Arterial Highway), just 3 miles north of where the NeW1own Bypass ruo.s into Swamp 
Road A 10-ton posted culvert oo Swamp Road just south of Worthington Mill Road, 
precludes ALL tnicks from using the 2 mile sepent of Swamp Road between 
Worthington Mill Road and the Bypass. (NOTE: this 2-mile restricted section of SWIIID:IJ 
Road has 16 points of access.) 

• On the enclosed CD-ROM (Exhibit ill), video Il-l, entitled BYPASSING THE BYPASS, 
shows over 90o/o oflbe heavy commercial traffic: turning off the Newtown Bypass and 
using the residential route as a cut-through, beginnil\g with LindenhlU'St Road. Wben 
-yiewing this video, please refer to the map in Exhibit II, as the green, pic-shaped marlcen~ 
point to the filming locations referenced in the video. Also note that the video script is 
Exhibit IV. 

• Residents are fearful for their children and themselves who must regularly travel these 
mutes. This is a subutbanlrw:aJ setting whereby residen1S must travel by car or school 
bus for their daily activities outside the home. In November, 2002 the principal of 
Qwury Hill Elementary (one of three elementary schools located just offLindenhurst 
Road), stated this at a Lower Malcd'ield Township Board of Supervisors meeting, "We 
take a chance every day when we put hundreds of kids from Afton, Quarry Hill and the 
Grey Nlin Academy on the buses up there ... It's a matter of time. We need to take the 
issue into our own bands and do what we need to do ... we lurve to take back lbe 
[Lindenhurst] mad."(~ newspaper article; page 7, Exhibit V). In light ofPennDOT's 
rejection of Lower Makefield's request to take back LindenhlltS[ Road from the State in 
the interest of public safety, we implore you to implement the trllfiic-Galming TIP 
projects for Lindenhurst, Stoopville and Worthington Mill Roads within the first year of 
the Twelve Year Program. 

r 

r 
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• Exhibit V contains communications that focus on the traffic safety crisis and involve the 

PennsbUI)' School District and the Grey Nun Academy. This information was taken 
from a document entitled Timeline of Letters. Events and Meetings Attended bv 
Members ofResidenls for Regional Traffic Solutions. Inc. (October. 1971- October 8. 

~ 

• On July 9, 2003 the Board of Trustees of the Eagleton Farms Homeowners Association 
(EFHA) presented a Rcs.olution at the Newtown Township Board of Supervisors meeting 
that stated, u •• • WHEREAS, the EFHA has followed the regional traffic issues, \vhic.b 
include the increased truck traffic on Stoopville Road, out of concern for the safety of its 
residents ... the Board of Trustees requests the Newtown Township Board of Supervisors 
to direct the township' s engineer to conduct a study of potential traffic calming measures 
for Stoopville Road ... [and] direct that a presentation o.n the study results be made a1 a 
regularly scheduled NTBS meeting within 60 days of this date." (see Exhibit VI) 

• Exlubit VD contaiDs communications that focus on the traffic safety crisis and involve 
the ColDicil Rock'Sc.bool Distric:r-. A July 14, 2003 Jetter- from an Eagleton Farms 
S"u.bdivision representative to the Council Rock School Board President states this about 
Stoopville Road: "We hope that you (as we, and aU other parents) find this serious safety 
issile one that has been ignored for too long." (Exlubit vn, pages 8-1 0). 

• 

In a June, 2003 letter to PennDOT (Exhibit VD, page 7), th.e superintendent of Council 
Rock School District stated this about Wo.rthington Mill Road:·"'The safely of our 
students is of paramount importance .. . we have averaged stopping 40 times per day on 
this relatively short stretch of winding, narrow road. Worthington Mill Road under 
present conditions and cin;umstmccs rcqllircs action to insure the safety of our students." 
Videos #2 and #3 on the enclosed CD-ROM show you why. (Video #2 is a CBS/KYW 3 
NEWS SEGMENT that aired at 6 PM on JuneS, 2003 and video #3 is eutitled TRUCK . 
DANOER on WORTIJINOION MILL ROAD.) 

Residents are outraged that this safety crisis has been brought about and encouraged .by 
state and local politicians who have been satisfied to keep Swamp Road closed to heavy 
trucks for over 30 years and who hzve accepted untimed lights on the Newtown Bypa$$, 
despite a 1988 DVRPC study <Newtown Township Traffic Study) that placed 
synchroni:.ation of the byposslight.s as Newtown Township's No. 1 top priority project 
(fully funded at that time). 

• Since we made Deputy Secretary Gary Hoffi:nan personally aware of our safety crisis in. 
May, 2003, he has marshaled his entire professional PennDOT Harrisburg staff to do 
three things: first, to expedite replacement of the Swamp Road culverts .by August, 2004 
(the posted culvert that the BCPC Board' broke out as Phase I in the last TIP round and 
the one south of it, as it is pre<:ariously close to being weight-restricted), second, his staff 
will review lhe timing of the Newtown Bypass lights, and third, his staff will 

•some commun.icarioos arc taken from the document Timcline of Letters. Events and Meetings 
Attended by Members of Residents for Regional Traffic Solutions. Inc. (Octobg, 1971-
0ctober 8, 2003) 
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investigate the serious traffic 'safety problem on Worthington Mill Road. We greatly 
appreciate his commitment to get involved in the safety crisis in our area 

While our hope is that by finally addressing these items the PA traffic routes ( Routes 
413, 232, 332 and Swamp Road) and the Newtown Bypass will become an attractive 
option for industrial traffic, the need for traffic calmiug on Lindenhurst, Stoopville and 
Worthington Mill Roads will remain of paramount importance to public safety. It is an 
accident waiting to happen whenever any of these behemoth vehicles choose to take the 
sa:ondary roads (see recent crash/incident history, Exhibit Vill•). 

• Also, the constJUction of the 1-95/PA Turnpike Interchange, a 12 year project, will soon 
commence and result in millions of tons of additional stone being transported from the 
Wrightstown quarries, as this stone meets PenoDOT specifications and these ate the 
closest quanies to the construction site. Transportation of additional stone through our 
~idential neighborhoods during all hours of the day and night will exacerbate an already 
volatile situation. 

• PennDOT's District 6 must take responsibility for its pan in creating this public safety 
crisis through both its inaction and actions. We ask that you join with us in 
recommending that Mr. Warren recuse himself from the TIP decision-making process for 
these projects because of the obvious conflicts of interest that exist . ('os a long time . 
resident of this area, Mr. Warren naturally has many ties and the divisive nature of the 
traffic problems here demand a nonaligned professional. In addition, decisions regarding 
these minor residential collector roads will have a direct affect upon traffic on the 
Newtown Bypass, and Mr. Warren has resided adjacent to the.Bypass for years. 

• We implore you to join with us in recomm.endiljg that an impartial Professional Engineer ~ 
at the PennOOT Hanisburg level be assigned to evaluate these projects throughout the ~ • . 
TIP process. As you may know, District 6 is the: only district in the Commonwealth of 
Pennsylvania witllout a certified Professional Engineer (P.E.) at its helm. 

• During the last TIP round, you took unprecedented steps to do the right thing in the 
interest of the public's safety at large and we greatly appreciated this. We are before you, 
once again, to ask you to act boldly and swiftly before a bus load of kids gets killed. 

•some communications are taken from the document Timeline of Letters. Evcm!s ;md Meetings 
Attended bv Members of Residents for Regional Traffic Solutions. Inc. COctober. 1971-
0ctober 8, 2003) 
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To: 
From: . 
Date: · 
Subject: 

Bucks County P lanning Commission 
D. Richard Tonge 
October 9, 2003 
Newtown to"""bip TIP- Stoopville Road Rthabilltadon 

Good Evening! 

My 1l111Jle is Richard Tonge. I am a resident of Newtown Township, an offica: of Residents For Regional 
Transportation Solutions, and a Director of the Newtown Grant Homeowners Association. Residents For 
Regional Solutions is a citizen's organization msdc up of residents from Wrightstown, Newtown, 
Northampton, and Upper and Lower Makefield who have been working with tho townships, Bucks 
County Plmmi.og commission, tho DVRPC and the state to improve the safety of the residents who live 
along one of the most dangerous traffic corridors in the region. Newtown Grant is a master planned 
commtmity of over 4,000 residents and represents approximately 1/3 of the residents of Newtown 
Township. I am here today to speak about th.e Newtown Township proposed Transportation 
l'mprovemcnt Project entitled - "Stoopville Road Rehabilitation", and to request that this project bo 
rej~. Last year, Newtown Township proposed this very sam.e project and it was rejected by 'the Bucks 
Conoly Plmmi.og Commission for very legitimate reasons. I am here today to remind everyone of those 
reasons, and to request that this project bo rejected once more. 

I want to make everyone aware that in 1999/2000, Stoopville Road was rehabilitated at a cost to the 
taxpayers of over $1..5 million. 

There has been an oogoipg problem with heavy trucks traveling on minor collector roads in residential 
neighborhoods in Wrightstown, Newtown and Lower Makefield Townships for over 30 years. Stoopvilie 
Road is one of those minor collector roads. There arc hundreds of access points along this road made up 
of feeder roads, pnVllte driveways and entrances and exits from major subdivisions. In addition, as we 
speak, the townships are approving further development along Stoopville Road for a large homebuilder. 

To put this area in prospective you must first recognize that there arc several large quarries located in 
Wrightstown Township, just north of Stoopville Road. Trucks carrying gravel leave those quarries at all 
hours of the day traveling south, but primarily in the early morning hours when school bosses in our 
residential neighborhoods are loading with children on their way to school for the day. For obvions 
reasons, those gravel trucks would like to take the fastest route to 1-9S to deliver their load and return for 
another trip. However, for over 30 years. there has been a continuous and systematic restriction that 
forces the trucks to take a 9 Yi mile route through residential neighborhoods rather than take a 2 Yi mile 
route to the Newtown By-pass, the safest and most convenient passage to the inte:rslate highway. That 
restriction consisted of several culverts located in Wrightstown that have been methodically weight· 
restricted during this 30-year period. In 2002, a Transportation l'mprovement Project, MPMS# 13683, 
was approved to replace a weight-restricted culvert so that trucks would be able to once again take the 
safest route to 1-9S. That culvert is scheduled to bo replaced next year. When it is replaced, traffic 
patterns as we know them today will obviously change as truckers will now have an alternate choice of 
routes to take. 

Until traffic has a chance to find its new pattern, it would be premature to spend more of the taxpayer's 
'DOney to rehabilitate a roadway that (I) has just boco rehabilitated, (2) may not need any further 

t~f;rr 



--rehabilitation.and,..(J)..shoulcLheJSN~ed at for traffic calming measures rather than trying to make it a 
speedway for trucks to go even faster. 

As I mentioned earlier, it is an existing dangerous situation to have 80,000 pound gravel trucks trying to 
get to their destination as fast as possible mi>cing with school busses loaded with children in the .fust 
place. Airy attempt to widen and straighte:n Stoopville Road will only enable the truckers, who already 
exco:d the speed limit. to go even filster, and may pcdtaps encourage them to conliliue to drive through 
the residential neighborhood in order to get to the Newtown Bypass which was designed to handle this 
kind of traffic rather than opt for the new traffic route just opened. 

To sum up: I, on behalf of the 7,000 residents who live in the residential neighborhoods along the state 
classified minor collector roads, implore you to reject rehabilitating a road the needs traffic calming 
measures more than it needs to be developed into a truck speedway. If Stoopville Road needs further 
work to Dlllke it safer, let's wait until traffic patterns work themselves out bCfore we go off and spend 
taxpayer money that may be totally unnecessary, and may even promote an accident just waiting to 
happen with a school bus. 

Two of my colleagues from the Residents For Regional Solutions, Marci Conti and Susan Herman. 
would now like to further address you on a Transportation Improvement Project to institute traffic 
calming measures along Stoopville Road to make that road safer, not more dangerous. 

Thank you for the opportunity to address you this evening! 

Respectively Submitted, 

'b. Q.,O. ,-;-"'f4 
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WHEREAS, l.be Newtown Grant Homeowner Association Board of Directors (uBoard") consists oflbe 
seven (7) memben duly elected by the one thousand seven hundred fifty one (I, 751) homes ofl.be planned 
eommllllity known as "Newtown Grant" {"Newtown Grantn); 

WHEREAS, l.be Board bas the duty and obligation 10 express the cooeerns of the residents ofNewtown 
Grant, who make up nearly one third (1/3) of the population of Newtown Township; 

WHEREAS, the Board has the duty and obligation to voice its opinion upon issues of present concern 
which shall impact lbe safety and quality of life for the residents and ownen~ ofNewtowo Grant; 

WHEREAS, NewtoWD Grant is bordered on two sides by StmeHlgbway 413 (Durham Road) and 
Stoopville Roads; 

WHEREAS, there bas been ongoing discussion over lbe past yean regarding lbe increased truck traffic oo 
Stoopville Road and Durham Road originating at lbe quarries located in Wrightstown; 

WHEREAS, the iocreased uuclc traffic directly impacts 011 the safety of all residents of Newtown Gra.ol, as 
weU as that of all Newtown Township, Upper and Lower Makefield residents; 

WB:E.REAS, tho failure to upgrade culverts oo SWatOp Road are the pnmary cause of the increased truck 
traffic ofStoopvilloRoad by trucks o,riginating at the Quarries in Wrightstown; 

WHEREAS, Newtown Township, Bucks County and the Pennsylvania Department ofTransponation are 
in discussions to widen and straighten Stoopville Road to pennit additional truck traffic while maintaining an 
artificial weight restriction on Swamp Road to ..Ost with laclc: of good cause; 

WHEREAS, the recognition by those living on 01· near Stoopville Road understand the widening of 
StoopviUe Road wt1.1 only lead 10 additional truck traffic and increase l.be risk of injury to Residents of Newtown 
Township, Low~ a_rul Upper Makefield; 

WHEREAS, this Board believes that all roads within l.be area (SWIIJip Road, Durham Road, Stoopville 
Road) must be able to handle their proportion of truck traffic from the Quarries located in Wrightstown to the 
l.nterst.ate; 

· Now, tberefute, be it 

RESOLVED, 'Ibal the Board Request the Bucks County Planning Commission require tbe upgrade of any 
weight restricted culverts on Swamp Road to be included as the top priority project in the lim four (4) years oftbe 
twelve (12) year Transportation Improvement Plan ("'DP"). Such upgrade must etiminate any weight n:8trictiona on 
Swamp Road; · 

FORI HER RESOLVED, That theBoardR.equestlbe Pennsylvania Department ofTranspottation 
("PennDOTj to postpone the widening of Stoopville Road until any weight restricted culverts on Swamp Road 
bave been upgraded aDd a study of the new traffic pattern on Stoopville Road can be completed. 

DATED: August IS, 2001 
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R.R.T.S. 
Residents for Regional Traffic Solutions, Inc. 

POBox28S' 
. Newtown; PA 18940 · · 

RRTSbuckspa@aol.com 
Ms: Anita Everbard, E:ucutivc Sccmmy 
Stile TrDsponatioa Commission 
400 Noeth Street - a• Floor 
Hatrisburg. PA 17120 
~14,2003 

RE: Project Names: (I) Yndeabant Road Trall!c Olm!ng 

. . 

( Bucks Cowlly TIP applicatioa subm.ilted by lowa' Makefield Township as 
the Ill priority and by RRTS) 

Dear M.s. Everbard, 

(2) Stoopyi!le RD I Worthinctoa MiD RD Tnomc Calmiac 
( Bucb County TIP application submitted by RRTS) 

Thank you, onu again, for your support througboot !he 200S Tl'IIISpOltldon Program Development 
Process. E.adOsed Is our wriuCD!eSiimony submissioa for the subject TIP projecu. We respcctfully 
request thai you review Attoc:bmesJI I oftbis lettcrwbicli i1 a "IIJ88'esl.ed punmary" for our wriuCII r 
teslimony Uld Ult tlw you consider filtwuding tbit sum""'')' to tbe ComnUaioacn fur tbcir review. We 
have highligbted the main points of our 34 ptge writtCII submisaioo• iilto a 2 page ••mm~')' with three 
attac""-' (a map, a thirt.eell miaute Ions CD-ROM, mel a oae page acript file the CD-ROM). S'mce our , 
safety c:risit is both a political, u well u, ttmspo1131ion issue, Anita, ""' hope you find our dl'orU to 
summarize tbia Ye')' complex i~e helpful 

I bave CIICiosed 16 copies of our CD-ROM, ooc fur each Commissioner and one for your rec:ord.s. We feel 
it impenstive thai the Commissioners receive the CD-ROM u part of our summa')', u it will ~ tbe 
chilling d.aDger tlw exists on our residential roads i!IIO their offices. We fed certain tlw oace they have 
SCCII and beard our video, they will place the higbelt priority oa implementing tbe traffic calming projects 
aboVe. 

P1eue let me lcoow if this request is ICCeplable. If you have IllY questions, pi- don't hesitate to call me 
at (21S) S04-9670. . 

1'baDk you for your consideration. 

CC: Honorable Allen D . . Bichler; ChairmaD, Pe:nnsylvauia State Trmsportation Commission 

"includes a CD-ROM 
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R.R.T.S. 
Residents for Regional Traffic Solutions, Inc. 

P08ox2BS 
Newtown, PA 18940 

RRTSbuckspa@aol.com 

Mrs. Lynn Bush, Executive Director 
Bucks County Planning Commission 
1260 Almshouse Road 
Doylestown, PA 18901 

Charles Mi:fihinney, Esquire 
Solicitor, Bucks County Planning Commission Board 
2S39 York Road 
P.O. Box296 
Jamison, PA 18929 

ociober 21, 2003 

RE: Project Names: (1) Lindenbnn~t Road Tram e Calming 
(Bucks County TIP application submitted by Lower 
Makefield Township as the# 1 priority and by RRTS) 

(2) Stoopville RD I Worthington Mill RD Traffic Calming 
( Bucks County TIP application submitted by RRTS) 

Dear Mrs. Bush and Mr. Mcllhinney, 

Enclosed, for your records, is a c<>py of the oral testimony we present¢ regarding the 
subject projects at the October 9, 2003 public meeting on the TIP held by th.e Bucks 
County Planning Commission. After our presentation, we gave a copy of this oral 
testimony to Mr. Grunmeier, Ms. McKeon and Mr. Hoffman, the Bucks County Planning 
Commission Board members who were in attendance. 

We greatly appreciated the opportunity to be part of the process. 
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~esldents for Regional Traffic Solutions, Inc. 
PO Box 285 

Newtnwn, PA 18940 
RRTSbuckspa@aol.com 

./Robert R Grunmeicr 
Chairman. Bucks County Planning Commission Board 
1811 Bethlehem Pike 
Lioe~on.PA 18932 

_..Ms. SuzarmeMcKeoo 
Chairperson of the Subcom.mitt= for the TIP Update 
Buc:lcs County Planning Commission Board 
IllS Richard Lane 
FeasteMIIe, PA 19047 

October 21, 2003 

Mr. Dania Hoffman 
Subcommit.t£e for the TIP Update 
Bucks County PWuUog CoiiiiDiuion Board 
I 02 N. Hamilton Street 
Doylestown, PA 18901 

RE: Project Names: (1) Lindeabuat Road Tfaff'u: Ca!mia1 
(Bucks Couaty TIP application submined by Lower Makefield Towaship &$ 

the Ill priority and by RRTS) 

(2) Stocmyil!e RD I Worthiactoa MID RD Tnffic Ca!mipa 
(Bucks County TIP application submined by RRTS) 

Dear Mr. Grunmeicr, Ms. McKeon, aod Mr. Hoffman, 

Thank you, om;e again. for the opportunity to submit both onl and written testimony to the Bucks County 
Planning Commission (BCPC} Board in Ibis rolind of the TIP process. 1 trust that, by Ibis time, each Board 
member bas received the written testimony paclcct we left for them at the October 9, 2003 BCPC public 
meeting on the TIP. As you lcnow, our written testimony iJ comprised of a 34 page document ( 4 page 
summary plus supporting docwne:nwion} and a 13 minute long CD-ROM. The CD-ROM contains three 
videos entitled, BYPASSING THE BypASS, CBS I KYW 3 NEWSCAST (aired at 6 PM on 
June S, 2003) aod TRUCK DANGER, on WORIHJNGION Mll I .ROAD. 

We tlw!Jc Board members for taking the lime to review our written testimony and c:an't emphasize enough 
how important it is to view the CD-ROM, as it will bring the chilling danger that exists on Lindenhurst, 
Stoopvillc, and Worthington Mill Roada (our rcsidCDtial roads} into their offices. We-were surprised to 
learn that the BCPC public mcetiDg guidelines did not allow us to show thU CD-ROM during our oral 
tmimouy, as we bad just shown it in our oral ~uy at the Stile Transportation Commission sponsored 
public bearing on September 26, 2003. We all know tb,at a picture is worth a thousand words. We Rd 
certain that once Board members have seen and heard our video, they will place the highest priority 011 

implementing the Lindenhurst R""d Traffic Calming Proiect and Stoopyille R!)/ Worthinston Mill RD 
Tnlffie Calming Proiect. 

Since I will be out of town on a fAmily matter on NovemberS, 2003 (when the BCPC Board votes 011 the 
list of TIP projecta !0 go forward to tho Delaware Vall~ Regional Planning Commission), I will take this 
opportunity to implore you and the rest of tho BCPC Board one last time to consider the ttagedy that is sure 
to result if safety and sanity is DOt restored to the aforementioned roads through implemeotation of traffic 
calmiog measures. As you and the .Board weU know, our safety erisiJ is a polltlcal issue, as wdl as, a 
tran.sportJIIion issue- thus a complex one. We have every expecwion that your Board will hllve the 
fortitude and will to do the right thing. 



We sincerely thank you lOr your considention. 

CC: Bucb County Planning Commission Board: 
I'Geryi D. McMullin, Vice Chairperson 
./James 1. Stoeckhert, Secrewy 
"ft. Paul Kester, Esquire 
-'David H. Platt 
;-€d Kisselbaclc, Jr. 
vKathleen M. Babb 

John 1. Coscia, Executive Director I Delaware Valley Regional Planning Commission 
Lynn Busb, Executive Director/ BCPC 
David Johnson; Director ofTranspor!Jdion I GIS Planning. BCPC 
Rich Bra.bler; Senior Transportation Planner, BCPC 

..C:barles T. McD.hioney, Esquire; Solicitor, BCPC Board 

/6 ~/.311 
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Residents for Regional Traffic Solutions, Inc. 

S~te Rcpreseutative David Steil · 
2 North Stale Street 
~wn,PA 18940 

: F~6, 2004 

. liE: _Regjollal Traffic Problems 

PO'f39x·2B5 
Newtown, PA 18940 

RRTSbucltspa@aol.com 

: 

• Request to' rejed the Stoouville Road RehabJitaliDn Projl!d 

' I 

' . 

• ·NEAR MISSFSI ROAD RAGE anud by ~nseanent ofm.inbr 
· n:sid~tbJ tOJketor r!r.!ds 

· ~ yop .kngw, .residents have wOrked ~ds of-bo~ jn theit cffo.rt to mitigate l.be dangerouS 
tr.Jffic coaditions that exiSI on 1 indnihUrsr, Stoopville and WorthiDgton Mill Roads (minor 
~tiaJ coDcdor roads with :well iD excess of7,000 R:s:idents living along them). 'The 
ill.I!DSe;rous traffic co~liQDS .~ ~ ~ thl! faii!J.fe. ofP~_District 6 aud 1~.~ state 

- Q~ to~~ ffiDcti.onalddi'aC:neies onthifptil:lcipatiirttrial highways in our region. 
These parties COI!Iimze !O iaipJcmeot chauges step by step that make the miD or iesidential 
collector roads more conducive for usc by COIDIIlaCiaJ. iDdustrihl traffic aud make the arterial 
lu)bways iD oar region Jess COJJducive for u$c by heavy truck tTaffic. · Their actions fly iD the face 
of~ engineering practice and jeopardize the health. safety and welfare of constitucuts iD their 
cbatge. 

• Note that LiDdenlnim. Stoopville and W(lnhiDgton Mil1 Roads will ofteo be refmed lo-as the 
"n;Sideotial route" iD this mauo, as coDcctiveJy these residential roads form a '!·7 mile circuitous 
route that heavy c:ommercial rraffic is CWJcully divencd to a:n!f eocouragcd to use. 

STOQPVJLLE'ROAD RmABJLJTATJON PBOJECT (Request for you to lobby to n:ju:t 
lhls project iD .nll foJ'DJD5) 

) 

'The Bucls COUIJ1}' Planning Cronnissiou Board recently voted to send tbe Stoqurille Rood 
Ke/abilitation Project1Qrward 10 tbeDdaware Valley Regional Plarming Commission (DVRPC) 
iD the TIP approval process ratbu thaD the Traffic Calming VP Proiecrs submitted fOr 
Linden/runt. StOf!l!Pill~ and Worthington Mill Roods. The sdcded project will cncoW'llge !Ugbet 
voJum~ of traffic 31 hig.bct speeds aiOtig the residential route, exacerbating an already volatile 
sitaat:ion. 
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,A The StooppiRe BoodReh~bilitation Protect caDs for;. 
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• .. . further straightening of this road, eve:o though the most significaut-borizonta.J curve 
and problem ~oq is already being addres:sed by lhe developer of tbe Mel augblin 
Tract. ~e otlla gende curves calm the traffic and eliminition oftbc:sc.will'make this 
roada~. , 

• .. :~er ~deDing oflhis road. Again, this is indited opposition to traffic calming 
. meaSures d~ needed on this minor- Jftidartial CQ)lcctor road and the otlla ro3ds 
·on th'e rcsidtntial route. A Wida road wiD encourage lrnffi~ to go eveu fastc::J". lD · 
1m12ooo tbisroad w'asn:habilitated twice at taxpayer cost of over $1.5 million. ID tiPs 

·: climate of tight fut\ding. aU doDars shoUld be put toward making tbe principal arteriai 
highwa}!S in onr region the mOst effective for handling· heavy indostrial traffic. . ) 

We fonn.ally ~that you, Rqlrcsentative Petri, Senator Conti. Senator T omlinsoo, 3Dd the 
. Baeks Cotmty C(>DJJJrissiouers lobby PezmOOT Harrisburg. the S.tate T.r.msportation Conunission 

(STC) and the J)VRPC to REJECT the Slooimlle Road Rehabilitatiun Proj~ct during the TIP 
approval~ audn;pljlce it with Traffic Calming. We request diat_you champion njec:tiug 
this project as part of the regionallraffic solution that is being decided in current meetings wilh 
P~ HarrisbUrg. As you lalo~,tb:is pmject is inc.lucle.d in Newtown Township 's list of 
traffic priorities to be forwarded to Deputy Secrcwy Gary Hoffinan. . . 
NEAR~ MISSES BETWEEN SCHOOL BUSES AND HEAVY INDUSTRIAL TRUCKS 

_.. As we h:rve told you, other I~ aod state officials, Pc::onDOT Disuict 6, PennDOT Harrisburg. 
, "1e STC. the DVRPC, the BCPC aod Pennsbmy aud ~Rock Sclwol Disuicts on mu:nerons 
• <)(:CaSiOJis, a cataslrOJilc: is iminillQ!t along this RSidentiaJ r!)ute.. At a Fcbruar:y 2003 meeting in 

yonr office, when a fellow Je:Sidcnt told you the volnme of cominercial traffic on Lindenhurn R:D 
was nnacccplablc, you responded tbat the accident data dido'! Sllpp:OJ1 that a serious safety 
-problf:lll exists. Once ag;Un, RepicseJitaDVe Steil, onr grass-roots org.aniz...Wn nrgc:s you to stop 
the divcrsio.n ofbeavy trucks onto Ibis residential route BEFORE a bnsload ofldds is killed. 

Consider these foreboding incidc:nccs, josr a sampling ofwbat Occurs on ·a daily basis along this 
residential route: · · 

LtmJif•rP 11. 190<1: tbefe was uodlcr:ocai'-miss berweell a sdlool ~and a quarry trucJt.aklDg the 
n:sidcotiaJ roule.lt omai td uear the adJaDcl: of the Rosdidd developmeot and was witnessed and heard 
by =iderJts. Jt was immediate!)< rriported to the bus WID!tah) mel later reported to Council Rock ScbooJ 
~ . . 

The bus made a left tlllll out ofRosdield dc:velopmeut aad was accelcnting oa Stoop-viDe .RD beading 
towards Route 532. A speeding quarry truck barrdiDg down StoopvJlle froiD Route 413 came up bebind 
the bois, malcing no memp« ro "slow clown but making good use of the bom. The truck sped by the sd>ool 
tlus oo the.opposing side of the road. lt was pure 1uct tb3r oo 0111: was hurt« !tiDed- the loaded·quauy 
trudcweighed 73,000 lbs.. 

Dcrcm«r 6. tOOJ: )here -w3.! yet :u>otber incicle:in on Worthington Mill.RD wbere a loaded qu:my truck 
wis unaBle to stop few a Council ROck bus. The bus was Slopped (red ligbts flasbing and stop arm 001) 21 a 

.._bus Stop a1 990 WorthiD8fOn Mill .RD and the driver pulled the stop anu bad as lhe truck came witbiu ,....,bes of the btis. l...ucl:y fo. the sdJOCJI studod [who was about to exit the bus aad aoss Wonhington Mm 
that tbe bus driver realized the truck wasn' t goiog t<?. Slop and rdi-ainc1f from opening the door. lbis 
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incidem """"5 rtp011ed to the bus compauy and Council Rocl< SChool Disuict. Sotb incidents o«nr all too 
frequently on this ro:\d. · · · .. . . 

· &p!onkr, 20113: The Couri<s'·Tunes (arucle da1ed 1115/~, emil1ed Resicknls want to oct be(orr tri.c:.t . 
iragq!p),.wrote about a ~-!DUs betwcco a COIIDcil Rock bus a.od a lrucl: on Wpg.bt.slown ~- thal 
occu'm:d in Septqnber, 2003. · A truck tr.avdingtOMIJlf.l ~bus came aver tbe double yellow line on a 
curve and took o.(flbesidemim:>rOfthesc:bool bus. Tbetrucl:did.o't stop. This was reponed to Couocil 
Rock School District. . . 

&ptonbu. 211DZ: a ~ed. oi1 tanker on WorthingtoJ;a Mi!JliD cooJd DOt stop for a CCII>1lcil Roclt bus that 
was· stopped a1 Estates Court ~o pi'ck up ~dren. This:l'l'a,$ nported to Cou.ocil.Rock Sc:.booiD®-X:t. 

&e,embtr. 2111: a ·little girl was almost bit 11y an~ w.bed ~n~e.t wben'c:rossiogLind~ roto 
board her scb'ool bus at tbe slop at Trowf>rid8e DR. Public sla!"""'t• rtgarllii>& lhi.s iocidc:lll wtf'e made 16 ) 
tbe Pe:nnsbwy SchoOl BOud aa:II.ow':" Makefiel~ Township&:vd ofSopernsors. · . 

. 
ApriL I 9,9: J, personally, became involvedwilh tl)is safety issue when a Cwocil Rock bus was almost hi! 
by. a loaded'~ truclt at tbe bus slop at 1 irdeolnnt RD and Aunmm DR.. The trlJCt swerved arou:od the 
bus olrto a .fronlllrwn to 3110id making cont:u:t. Politicians at aD J~els an: wei! 3:IV3R: of this iocideut. 

ROAD RAGE FOSTERED BY THE DIVERSION OF HEAVY TRUCKS ONTO THE 
RESIDENTIAL ROliTE 

Jlq:ardinc t1u: It~.nuf>Ti:l1, 2()(U ,_,...JnU:s mortioDDi lliHni: The Council Roclt.Tr2D3p0rtalioo 
DtP& bJJeul told U$ tbo=""'"'i three reports milde about this inr:ideiJt: One .from the n:sidenJ who witnessed 
it, one from !be bus clrT9a- and. boc from !he trucker involved. Tbe t:rud:er called CouociJ Roclt aft a the 
incident and report~ Jhal·befollowed the bustot.beNewtownGtam bus stop ooBemlod::DR -'SOl oat 
and yd)ed auhe bus drMr. Thetmcker clid t>01 givohisname. - • . 
Jmuarr19. 20(}/; A RRTS member was approa.cbmg tbe stop sign at Worthioglon Mill RD and Route 413 
prepario,g to cross Route 413. An ·18-w.beder quarry truck (53' loDS) was twning left 01t0 Worthiog!oo 
:Mill RD. Since the tr.Dltt CODSmlled !he oppo~g lr3flic lane md needed to aoss into the AA'l'S mo:mba"s 
lane as well. the truclt drrfcr opened bis window mel ruaed at the individaa.l for having Doc CllaJ!aied bow 
truch toom the tn1<2or trllllcr would need to make tbe IUnL l'he irdividual wu forced to go on a n.:jghbor's 
yard to l.et the uuclt pass. 

Repteseuwive Steal, we have been alarmed iD the past by your failure to ~ the ill
fimcrioning NcwtoWJJ Bypass and yourimerl'ermce in Lower Makefield Tawoship's cffon to 
take baclc Lindt:nlmrst Road fiom the State in the .interest of public safety. · W c can only conclodc 
that you are satisfied with 90% of the heavy trucks tnmiog off the Newtown Bypassjusl Y. mile 
from 195 ~ ~UTSt Road, the flliz!or resideutial ~road at the beginning of the 
residartial route.. Jt is unCOllscionahle thai the~ quany oper.dioos OJJ Swamp Road (a 
princ:ip;iJ arterial highway) do not have d:ircct aci:ess to the Newtown Bypass (the safest type road 
in theregiou for heavy commaciaJ traffic) and that Swamp Road .bas been artificially rcstrit:acil 
to heavy lrocks for ova 30 y.::ars. You have been iD' the legjslamre f<ll' the past 11 years and have 
not becu capable of mitigating this se:rioos pnblic safety issne. Your mOdus operandi has been to 
taiic about yow concern and then support the stilus quo by sidetraclc:ing any me:mingful dfort to 
cre31e a safe traffic environment alollg the residemial route. Instead, yon snppm:t the: interests of 
a select few to the: dctrima~t of tbe citiumy at large. 

]n summary, we ask yon to REJECT the Sroopvil/e Rood Reltobilitodon Protect in any and 1111 
.forums and ask you to '~gorously pmsue funding and immediate implonOJtation of the strict¢${ 
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traffic calmitrg m=es along l.inden.lrorst, Stoopvillc and Wmthington Mil,l Roads. Thr:.doU11JS 
to implement traffic calming are minimal, the vaioc of~ children's lives, immeasnrable.. 

W.e implore you to stop sanctioning lining us.up lilce bowling pins justwiliting to be stnJck. Jt is 
· . not too late for you to do thenght thing. · · 

. , 
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q::: Uuites Stati::s Congressman, James Greenwood 
Governor Ed Rendell 
SCCl'l.':tary ofT ransponatio.n, Allen Biehler 
Stale T r.rnsportation Commission. · 
Deputy Secrefary of Highway AdminiStration, Gary Hoffman 
Stale Senatar, Joe Conti 
Stale Senator, Tommy Tomlinson 
.Statt; Represa~mtive, Scott Petri 

·• Buclcs'Couuty Commissioner, Omrles Martin 
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. B'oclcs County Commissioner; MiChael Flttpalrick. Esquire 
Buclcs County Commissioner, San~· Miller 
Executive Direclor/DVRPC, John Coscia 
DVRPC Board . 
Regional Transp<ntation ColliliUttee · 
Regiooal Citiz.c:ns CODJIDfttee . 
Council Rock School Bo:!rd Presidcut, Susan Vicedomini 
Council Rock School Supe1iilt~CDt, TJJDOthy Kirby 
Peuusbnry School Board President, Linda Palsky 
Pomsbilly School Superintend~ Ralph Nuziolo 
RRTS Membership (mass e..mail) 
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R.R.T.S. 

Residents for Regional Traffic Solutions, Inc. 

Mr. Gary Hoffman, P.E: 

PO BoX285 
Newtown, PA 18940 

RRTSbuckspa@aol.com 

. Deputy Secretary for Highway Administration 
Keystone Building 
400 North St., s" Floor. 
Harrisburg, PA 17120-0095 

Representative David Ste~ 
2 North State street 
Newtown, PA 18940 

April 23, 20~ 

RE: Wiitten Comment Submission for the Regional Traffic Meeting 
held at Bucks County Community College on April 22, 2004 

Dear I'Jir. Ho~an and RepreSentative Steil, 

Thank you for 8ccepting these written comments that I understand will become part of 
the record for the regional traffic meeting. While I do not believe Represent~ Steil 
publicly announced that written·comments would be accepted for one week after the 
meeting, several residents overheard him telling me this at the end of the meeting. We 
thank you for the opportunity. · 

Although I was disappointed that Representative SteU denied me permission to show 
two brief videos during my. pubfic comment, I appreciated that he retrieved them from me 
after the meeting and said they would be induded in the summary of the meeting. 

VIdeo submissions 

• Submitted a CD that conlalns 3 videos entitled Bypassing the Bypass, 
CBS1<YW3 NeWscasf •. and True!< Danger on Wolthinqton Mm Road. See Exhibit I. 

(Note that 90% of the commercial traffic lUlls off the Newtown Bypass onto Undenhurst 
Road, the first leg cl a residential roule that literally 'bypasses the Bypass'. The residential 
route is comprised or Undeohurst, Stoopville and Wocthington Mill Roads.) 

• Submitted a CD entitled FOX 29 Newscast Using rail to haul stone from the Swamp 
Road auanies. See Exhibit II. 

J 
( 

I._ 
l 



---

• • 

-.... 

--- ·--··-- .--,..------ --- -- -··---·- -- ·--------
Reeommend!IUon to engage a consultant to do a regional studv for planning 

Mr. Hoffman suggested the townships engage a consultant to do a regional study for 
planning and said dollars are available through the Delaware Valley Regional Planning 
Commission (DVRPC}; federal funding is available. 

The Townships must engage a consultant who Is outside the Bucks County 
umbrella of polltfcs, or an OBJECTIVE regional plan will. be unattainable. History 
has shown that the players under the Bucks County umbrella of politics make 
transportation decisions based upon self-interest a!)d political agendas, in total disregard · 
for the safety of the citizenry at large (See Exhibit jlj · , Abbreviated historical accounting 
of manipulation of truck traffiC}. 

Who faRs under the Bucks County umbrella of polltfcs? 

• Senator Joseph Conti: In spite of attending a public traffiC meeting at Lower 
Makefield Township (LMl) In 1999 and pledging to make the truck traffiC prol;llem his 
#1 priority, he has shown a lack of leadership on this issue. In a recent Courier 

Times article (Exhibit:' .Y ) he claimed about all he can do is "cajole" local offiCials to 
do the right thing. 

RRTS comment: This statement Is Inconsistent with the fad that state senators 
and representativ~ at;e deeply involved with transporiation issues throughout our 
state and country. RRTS has developed a relationship with the Delaware Valley 
Regional Planning Commission (DVRPCt and it Is apparent that the trensportatlon 
.wishes of state senators and state representatives greatly influence planning 
decisions in the region. Senator Conti's lad<; of action on the truclt issue speaks 
volumes about his disinterest In protecting the safety of the citizenry at large. 

• Representative D!ivid Stell: 
1) When LMT requested taking over Undenhurst R_oad from PennDOT in the 

interest of protecting its citizenry (November 2002), Representative Steil 
interfered: The tumback was denied, the only road tumback that PennDOT 
District 6 has denied In 10 yearsl 

2) In response to RRTS members' request to have stone moved by rail, 
Representative Steil is quoted in the Bucks County Courier Times artide in 
Exhibit ;gas saying, "The DVRPC did l!i.small study on tsains and said the 
idea didn't even merit a fuhtudy: .. The economics do not look very good." 

"See Exhibit ·I![ new DVRPC CD entitled Creating Torooapw Toctav. DVRPC 

• 
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The article also states, •steil who agreed It [movement of stone] Is a 'real problem', 
also conceded that there is little that can be done. Trains are uneconomical. Trucks 
cannot be barred from state roads because the owners pay taxes . . And improving 
Swamp Road so fully loaded quarry trucks can use it instead of stoopvDie and 
Undenhurst Roads merely shifts the traffic elsewhere, he [Representative SteiU 
said." 

3) He maintains that •quarry trucks and college students don't mix" ~nd his actions 
and words support this bias. He sends the message to residents that quarry tru~ 
and elementary school buses do mix and threatens to further endanger travelers 
along Undenhurst, Stoopville and Worthington Mill Roads (a residential route with 
over 7,000 residents and 155 access points, most residential driveways), by his 
obvious support of the Stoopw7/e Road Rehabt7italion Project (rather than traffic 
calming). 

in Exhibit :ED! Representative Stell stated, • ... I would note that no l'esident of 
Newtown Township has contacted me concerning this project [Stoopvil/e Road 
Rehabt1itation Projectl. • Rep. Steil wrote this letter in response to RRTS' lett_er dated 
·216/04 (Exhibit-:Jl;) which speaks of several near misses between school buses 
. and quany trucks along the residential route and asks him to reject the stoopw7fe 
Rehab. Prefect in· an forums. Rep. Steil wrote a 2127/04 letter to the DVRPC (Exhibit 
Z> which states,• I believe that DVRPC should make no d~~ion regarding the 
improvements untii we have had an opportunity to work with <SII of the impacted 
townships in developing some form of regioraJ traffic plan. • His fafiure to oppose the 
Stoopv!7/e Rehab. Pro;ect is consistent with the message he has given members of 
the public, that maybe not rtCYW, but someday, this project's time will come. 

4)We find It unconscionable that Rep. Steil hastily dismissed the railroad option for 
hauling stone and that he did not publicly support the ·suggested Detour Signs· that 
Penn DOT Harrisburg posted In the Interest of public safety. 

5) Representative Stetl denied that a NO CONNECTOR ROAD CLAUSE (that would 
prevent a road being built through the CAU parklng lot) was intended to be an 
integral part of LMrs requirements when LMT was negotiating an 
"Intergovernmental Agreement" with Newtown Township. 

6)The initiative to route high volumes of industrial traffic through ever-<leveloping 
residential areas suppo$ our belief that Representative Steil i8 not a qualified 
engineering professional and his actions aild positions are not based on sound 
engineering practices. ·He has never supported encouraging the higher level traffiC 
to use the higher level roads. · 

RRTS comments: How hald should reSidents have to work to be heard by their 
state and local governments? It is our opinion that it would never be appropriate to 
further jeopardize the safety of over 7,000 residents who live along the residential 
route [by doing the Stoopvi//e Road Rehab. Project!, residents. who voted Rep. Steil 
int? office to protect their health, safety and welfare. 

• Bucks County Planning Commission (BCPC) Board: After compelling 1// _... 
presentatio~s by residents and RRT~ AGAINST the stoorJ11i!le-Road Rehab. Project J5j ltf ( _ 
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and FOR Traffic Calming Measures (LMTs #1 priority TIP project was TraffiC 
Calming for_Undenhurst Road}, this Board voted to send the Stoopvnre Road Rehab. 
Project forward to the DVRPC in the TIP process rather than the Traffic Calming 
Projects submitted for Undenhurs1. Stoopvine and Worthington Mill Roads. 

There is pressure in our region to upgrade the f4nctional classifiCation of Stoopville 
Road from a minor collector road to a Prfncipal Arter1al Highway. If this happens, 
StoopvHie Road will no longer qualify for traffic Cl!lming measures. We fear the 
BCPC wiU attempt to justify this change when it revises the federal functional 
classification of roadways, a process ~ is currently underway per the DVRPC. We 
implore the BCPC NOT to upg'rade the classification 'of this road. Traffic calming is 
essential to this road being used in a manner that is consistent with the high level of 
residential development the townships have placed there. 

RRTS comments: RRTS questioned Why the BCPC guidelines for the TIP Public 
Hearfng forbid' showing of CO's. The answers we got point to it being an arbitrary 
decision (likely P9litically motivated) that was inconsistent with the State 
Transportation Commission guidelines fOr pubi'IC participation in the TIP process. It 
was important for this Board to see 90% ~commercial traffiC in the region turning off 
the Bypass onto the residential rout~.as this may have strongly Influenced their 
decision. ·RRTS showed this CD at the State Transpqrtation Commission Public 
Meetin~ and the picture saved a thOusand words. 

In Its oral and written testimony to this Board [and to the State Transportation 
Commission), RRTS stated, • PeniJP.:9Ts District 6 must take responsibility for Its 
part in creating this public safety~i\5'agh both its inaction and actions. We ask that 
y0u join with us In recommending that Mr. Warren recuse himself from 'the TIP 
decision-making process for these projects because of the obvious conflicts of 
interest that exist. As a long time resident of this area [and previous Bucks County 
Commissioner], Mr. Warren naturally has many ties and the divisive nature of the 
traffiC problems here demand a non-aligned professional. In addition. decisions . 
regarding these minor residential collector rOads will have a direct affect upon traffic 
on the N~own Bypass, and Mr. warren has resided adjacent to the Bypass for 
Y.e3rs. We implore you to joili with us in recommending that an impartial 
Professionat Engineer at the PennDOT Harrisburg level be assigned to evaluate 
these projeds throughout the TIP process. As yi:>u may know, District 6 is the only 
district in the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania without a certified Professiorial 
Engineet(P.E.) at its helm: 

RRTS maintains that it is a disservice that PennDOT has assigned a prior Bucks 
County Commissioner to be District Administrator of this region. It Is license for 
Mr: Warren to conduct himself as· a politician without the residents ever getting the 
opportunity to vote him in or out. 

• Andrew Wanvn, District Administrator for Penn DOT District 6: At the 4122/04 
regional meetin~, Mr. Warren was disingenuous when he cha~erized SWamp 
Road as an "18 oentury stage-coach Indian traiT. For most of the 30+ years that 
the road was restricted jo loaded quarry trucks, empty quarry trucks used it, 
demonstrating that it was truck-worthy. If there are deficiencies that exist on this 
road, Mr. Warren should be embarrassed rather than brazen, as he has played a (*/ . 
part in leaving them unaddressed. . 15'5/ 1 jtl 
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At a pubfic meeting in lower Makefield Township in 1999, Mr. Warren said he was 
"ambushed" by residents complaining about the dangerous truck traffiC situation on 
Undent~urst Road. · He threatened to widen and straighten the road. This is 

· consistent with his obvious mentality of wanting to move the goods and traffic AT 
A~ COST. 

At the De<:ember. 2003 regional traffic meeting in Harrisburg, Mr. Warren made a 
recommendation to compare the cost Of improving Stoopville and Undenhurst Roads 
to the cost of improving SWamp Road, in total disregard for the more than 7,000 
residents who live along the residential route. At the March regional traffic meeting 
at PennDOT King of Pruuia, District 6 opposed using raised pedestrian crosswalks 
on Undenhurst Road. We hope t.hat Mr.' Hoffman, Pen,nDOT Harrisburg, will keep 
his commitment to give raised crosswalks another look. as he maintains they have 
been successful in places near his home. 

RRTS does not accept half measures In Traffic Calming along Undenhurst, 
S~oopville and Worthington Mill Roads. Failure to implement measures that will 
maintain capacity while Improving public safety will result in fatalities: Residents 
are feaifut for their children and themselves who must regularly travel these routes. 
This Is a suburban setting whereby residents generally must travel by car or school 
bus for most of their daily activities outside the home .. 

• OVRPC: RRTS questions whether this agency can be objective, given that 
PennDOT District 6 is an integral player there and Mr. Warren has political ties as a 
resutl·of his previous position as Bucks County Commissioner. In addition, current 
Bucl(s County Commissioners, who are members of the DVRPC Board, have a 
'strong influence there. 

Last Thursday, the DVRPC Board decided not to take action on a Regional Citizens 
Committee resolution encouraging rail carriers to submit proposals for moving 
aggr8gate from the Swamp Road quarries. , It was stated that the Board will work 
with Bucks County, that there are probably as many FOR using rail as AGAINST 
using rail, that this would need to be looked at further before the Board would take a 
position. · 

It was astounding how swiftly this issue was catapulted back under the umbrella of 
Bucks County poUtlcs. It Is now questionable whether we will get unfettered 
prOposals that the region can evaluate. Without a doubt, the Short Une railroads are 
interested in the business. · 

• Newtown Township Board of Supervisors: In the a~rrent TIP round, the Newtown 
Township Board of Supel\'isors championed the Stooovj//e Boad Rel!sbilitalion 
Project that caBs for widening and straightening this road (even though the most 
significant. horizontal a~rves and problem Intersection et Unton Hilt Road are already 
being addressed by the developer of the Mcl.aughftn Tract) .. This project will make 
the road even more of a speedway for trucks and Is consistent with this township's 
philosophy of piece by piece, slowly but surely, In the guise of making the road 
"safer", paving the way for a Bypass along the residential route. 

r 



The Newtown Twp. Planning Commission and Board of Supervisors refused to 
indude traffic calming measures in the project description, despite outcries from 
residents who live along Stoopville Roacl. (See Exhibit 1 , an Eagleton Fanns 
Homeowners Association resolution, and Exhib~. letter from a representative of 
Eagleton Farms to th~~;~~t~ C~~~,l_R~ School district.) 

This Boa~ehementl}rl?pposed Pennoors posting Of the ·suggested Detour 
Signs•. · [IJ4.vth.Jr. .,-...,1.] 

A 1988 Newtown TownshiP Traffic Study conducted by the DVRPC maintained that 
the synchronization of lights on the N-eWtown Bypass should be Newtown's #1 
priority. Even though this project was fully funded at the time, nothing was done until 
2002. A closed -loop traffic signal system was finally put Into place In response to 
considerable pressure from RRTS. We· hope that we can count on Mr. Warren's 
assurances that the lights will finally b_e operating in a timed fashion in Fall 2004 
once PennDOT has finished upgrading the intersections at the Newtown Bypass & 
Bud< Road and t~e Bypass & Route 332. · · 

Many past and aJrTent Newtown Township politicians live along Swamp Road and 
the Newt~j,mass which results in an understandable conflict of interest (see 
map, Exhi · - . 

• Wrightstown Township Board of Supervisors: This Board has supported the 
weight restrictiOns on Swamp; Road for over 30 years and vehemently opposed 
PennDOT Hanisburg's posting of the ·suggested Detour Signs•. 

Wrightstown Township commissioned Picl(ering, Corts and Summerson, Inc. to do 
an engineering study of Swamp Road In 1995. The draft copy of the study is entitled 
Enaineerina Study for Safety Improvements to Swamp Road. The findings of this 
study were never revealed to the pubfJC. . 

The findings of Urban Engineers' May, 2002 Swamp Road Engineering Stuctv. 
prepared for Newtown and WrightStown Townships, milior those from the 1995 
study. 

The 1995 Wrightstown Township study identifl8d the culvert south of Worthington 
Mill Road as being In wo~ condition than the culvert north of Worthington Mill 
Road, yet the northern culvert was selected for replacement This resulted in 
perpetuating the artificial restriction of Swamp Roact 

When Mr. Pogonowskl states, "When SWamp Road is opened to trucks ... • it is 
mislea<iing. The section of Swamp Road between the quarries and Worthington Mill 
Road hes been opened to aR trucks since replacement of the Neshaminy Cliffs 
culvert in 1998. He should be embarrassed and take responsibility for any 
deficiencies on this road that have been unaddressed. (Wrightstow:n Township was 
aware in 1992,1f not before, that PennDOT was moving ahead on the replacement of 
the Neshaminy Cliffs culvert.) 

There is a pressure in the region to upgrade Worthington Mill Road to accommodate 
the truclt traffic, that Is, make it more conducive for the trucks to use the residential 
route rather than the Prindpal Arterial Highways and PA Traffic Routes in the region~/ 

. 15"1./Jll 
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This solution is unacceptable to RRTS and undoubtedly would make one question 
Whether our politicians deser\le the honor of caring for the health, safety and welfare 
of the very residents who voted them Into offiai. 

In the last few years, Wrightstown Township Supervisors have approved the Miller, 
Better Materials and Eureka Quarry expansions without conducting Traffic Impact or 
E!lvironmentallmpact Studies. 

One Wrightstown Townsblp supervisor lives along PA Traffic Route 232 and another 
Jives across the street from the rail lineS at the quarries, resulting in an 
understandable conflict of interest. 

• Upper Makefield Township Board of Supervisors: We fuUy expect Upper 
Makefield Township to submit written comments OPPOSING traffic calming 
measures on Undenhurst Road after hearil)g Mr. Worden's comm~ts at the 4122 
meeting. This township formally opposed the Undenhurst Road tumback. 

RRTS comment: IT IS TIME FOR ALL TOWNSHIPS TO STOP GAME PLAYING 
AND POLITICAL JOCKEYING WHEN THE HEALTH, SAFETY AND WELFARE OF 
RESIDENTS AND TRAVELERS' SAFEiY IS WHAT IS AT STAKE. All t.ownships in 
our region should be ·pursuing traffiC calming measures for all minor coUector roads 
that are affected by high volumes of industrial truck traffic. These measures should 
be designed to maintain capScity and improve public safety. It is time for 
governments to do all they can to make the Principal Arterial Highways and PA 
Traffic Routes in our region function as efficiently and safely as possible and 
encourage the industrial traffic to use them. 

Coalition being formed by Representative stell 

At the 4122 meeting, Representative Stan announced he is forming a regional coalition to 
continue dialogue on regional tramc issues and asked each township to send 1-2 
members to be. part of it. . · 

Given the past· misuse of power in the region regarding transportation issues, how can 
residents be assured that this coalition will not be a continuation of the same? 

Pursuing the railroad for hauling aggreqatAI from the Swamp Road quarries 

Given the past misuse of power in the region regarding transportati:on issues, how can 
this option receive an objective revifNI? It was inferesting to hear Mr. Pogonowski . 
express his concam that rail might be used to haul stone 24fT to western Pennsylvania. 
He has shown rrttJe empathy in the past for residents imploring his Board for help with 
the dangerous and voluminous quarry truck traffic. This traffic will escalate with the 
onset of the 1-951 PA Tum pike Interchange Project, a 1 G-12 year construction project. 

As mentioned earlier, the Wrightstown Township Board of Supervisors approved the last 
Eureka Quarry expansion (and others before that) without even conducting a Traffic 
Impact or Environmental Impact Studies. One has to question whether this Board is 
vigilantly protecting-self-interest. to the d~ment of the citizenry at large. /flj; f'1 
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Thank you again for the opportunity to submit written comment that will be included as 
testimony for this meeting. 

CC: Unites States Congressman, James Greenwood 
Governor Ed Rendell 
Seaetary of Transportation, Allen Biehler 

itt' State Transportation Commission~ 
. State Senator, Joe cOnti . 

State Senator, Tommy Tomlinson 
State Representative, Scott Petri 
Bucks County Commissioner, Char1es Martin 
Bucks County Commissioner; Michael Fitzpatrick, EsquifeO 
Bucks County CommisS;ioner, S8ndra MUlerO 
Executive Diredor/DVRPC, John Coscia 
Andtew Warren; District Administrator, Penn DOT District E(j 

-* DVRPC Board() 
'It Regional Transpoftation Committee() 
~ Regional Citizens Committee() 
..or Newtown Township Board of Supervisors 
'I' Lower Makefield Township Board of Supervisors 
lifo Wrightstown Township Board of Supervisors 
1ft Upper Makefield-Township Board of Supervisors 
..,. Northampton Township Board of Superviaora 

Couool Rock SChool Board Presld,ent, Susan VIC8dominiQ 
Counal Rock SChool Super1ntendent, Timothy KJ~ 
Pennsbury School Board President, Unda Palsk)() 
Pennsbury School Superinten~;.,.R.alph Nuzzolc(J 
RRTS Membership (mass e-maiiJU 
Bucks County Courier Times 

Advance JS'f. /8"1 
· Yardley News ~ 

Philadelphia Inquirer * Robed (}r,nme.Je.r. OJ,#.irrnh'l b vcB & vn'r I'!M~?t~ a,mmisst/11 .&a.r-"-0 
t.'(t?n f;vsh .i ~xU.:nve- )) ;r~~ .B~k ~~ ~~U>~~ ~~thO 
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R.R.T.S. 
Residents fur Regional Traffic Solutions, Inc. 

Mr. Gary Hoffman, P.E. 

PO Box285 
Newtown, PA 18940 

RRTSbuckspa@aol.com 

Deputy s ·ecretary for Highway Administration 
Keystone Building 
400 North St., 8"' Floor. 
Harrisburg, PA 17120-0095 

Representative David Steil 
2 North State Street 
Newtown, PA 18940 

April 28, 2004 

RE: Written Comment Submission for the Regional Traffic Meeting 
held at Bucks County Community College on April 22, 2004 

Dear Mr. Hoffman and Representative Steil, 

Here is the written comment submission, including Exhibits, that I promised would be 
hand delivered to Representative Steil's office today. 

Thank you for your continued consideration as to how to mitigate the dangerous traffic 
conditions that exist in our region due to the inordinately high amount of quarry truck 
traffiC. 0 

. 
,&tu.;Vd "r : 
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Draft bVRPC FY 2005 Transportation Improvement Progr~m (Pennsylvania) 

ORAL TESTIMONY SUBMISSION: June 3, 2004 #Pag~:..,Lb_, #Exhibits :J... 
"Person(s) Te.stil'ylng: A1ex -Herman. t Susan -Hannan 

I 

Organl:zatlcm: 

Project Name: 

Residents-for Regional Tr¢fiC Solutions, Inc. 
P.O. Bo.x 285 . 
Newtown, PA 18940 
Ph: 215 504-9670 
Fax: 215 ~04-0757· 
Email: RRTSbuckspa@aol.com 

Stoopvllle Raad Rehsbllftatfon Pro/ect 
(FY 2005-TIP project submitted by Newtown Township} 

Thim~ you for this opportunity. I am Alex Herman and this.is-Susan Herman of 
Residents for Regional TraffiC Solutions; Inc., or RRTS. Our regional citlzens group 

. represents well In exces,g of 8, 000 reside~ts·from live townships. 

We are here today lo ask the DVRPC to. endorse the Regional Citizens Committee 
(RCC) resolution regarding the Sfoopville Road Rehabilitation Project. The 
RESOLUTION reads: 

~ "The DVRPC Regional Citizens .Comrriitt~ has leamtid that Penn DOl' will be' meeting 
·shortly. to determine_ regional traffic solutions that will afrect Undenhu~, Stoopville and . 
W9rthfngton Mill Ro~ds In Bucks County. The Rcc· rejects the ~cept of the Stoopville 
Road Rehabilitation-Project because it exacerbates an already volatile public safety 
issue. We urge Penn DOT to eo'nsider replacing this project with traffic calming 
·measure8 that would maintain capacitY and tmpro\le·public safety on this minor collector 
road. (Curre.ntly .~toopville Road Is comprised of a heavily developed residential 
CO~l:lmunity with the potential.for a minimum of several hundred additlonal homes, 
making the safety of residents and their children a major concern.)" 

. . 

Although this-project was not placed In the DVRPC FY2005 DRAFT TIP, we anticipate 
there may be oraj or written· testimony requesting that it be·added or that this project may 
be forwarded to the"OVRPC in the future for consideration as a TIP Action. Since this 
project will escalate the safety crisis already existing on StoOpville Road, we ask the 
DVRPC to go on reco~ NGW against the CQncept of the project and in support of traffic 
catrnlng measures 1hat will maintain capacity and Improve_ public safety on this road. We 
ask the DVRPC to do this in regard for the heavy residential land use along Stoopvilfe 
~~- . . .. ' 

Lower Makefield Township has gone on recoid opposing th'e Sfoopville Road 
Rehabilitation Project iri a February, 2004 letter to Representativ~ Ste!l (Exhibit I} and a 
MC!Y, 2004 letter to Mr. John Coscia (Exhibit II) . . These letters state, 'The Supervisors 
feel it i!' critical that industrial traffic be channeled to the NewtoWn Bypa_ss and that the 
rehabilitation of Stoopville Road will only prove to further invite large truck traffic throttgh 
residential neighborhoods at higher speeds.' · 

@ 



Stoopville Road, part of a ' residential route' comprised of Unde~hL!rst. Stoopville, and 
Worthington Mill Roads (all minor residential collector roads), is used as a cut-through by 
high volumes of commercial traffic traveling to and from 1-95. Industrial trucks are 
literally 'bypassing the Newtown Bypass' , a 4-lane limited access divided highway built 
specifically for commercial traffic (See Traffic Flow Map, Exhibit Ill). 

There are four booming Wrights1own Township quanies located on SWamp Road, ju~ 3 
miles northwest of where Swamp Road becomes the Newtown Bypass. An inordinately 
high volume of quarry trucks comes in and out of these quanies and uses U)e·residential 
route to go to and from 1-95, rather than the Newtown Bypass where the ten tr'afllc 
signals are still not synchronized. • Quarry truck drivers and drivers of AC oil tankers 
(the oil is used in asphalt production at the quanies) are paid by the load, encouraging 
on-time delivery over safety, greatly leopardizlng the health, safety and welfare of those 
along tt)e residential route, The Wrightstown quarries have over 100 years of quarry life 
remaining and are expected to be a major source of ston'e for the I-95/PA Turnpike 
Interchange Project, an Imminent project that will bring millions of tons of additional 
_sto~e through our residential neighbOrhoods. 

This CO, entitled Bypassing the Bypass. shows the current level of commercial tiaffic on 
Stoopville Road and the residenti!'ll route (Exhibit IV .. ). The numbers shown here on the· 
map correspond to filming locations in the CD (see video script, Exhibit V). 

The danger exists due to-ttie failure of PennDOT Dlstrtd 6 and local ahd state officials to 
address the functional deficiencies on the principal arterial highways in our region. 
These partles continue to Implement Charfges step by step that make our minor 
residential collector roads more ~onduclva for use by indu~rial traffic and make the 
arteriall\ighw~;~ys in our region less conducive for use by industrial traffic . . The 
Stooow7le Road Rebabl7itation Project. calling for further widening and straightening of 
this road eventh9ugh the most significant horizontal curves and problem Intersection are 
already being addressed by a developer, Is another step that will encourage higher 
volumes of commercial !raffle travefing at greater speeds to use the residential route 
rather than the NewtoWn Bypass. 

There are already well in excess of 800 industrial trucks/day traveling this 9. 7 mile 
circuitous route, which has In excess of 155 access points (most residentia.l driveways 
represented by blue'plns) and more than 7,000 residents living in subdivisions' along it. 
There are an too frequenf near- misses between trucks and school buses on this route, 
as_reported by RRTS in a February, 2004 letter to Representative Steil (Exhibit VI) and 
by Council Rock School District's Superintendent in a June, 2003 letter to Oepl,l!y 
Secretary Gary Hoffman (Exhibit VII) and a March, 20041etterto Governor Rendell 
(Exhibit VII 1). · 

•A 1988 Newtown Towns/Jjp Tll!i'tic Sludv conducted by the DVRPC maintained that the 
synchronization of lights on the Newtown Bypass should be Newtown's #1 priority. Even 
though this project was fully funded at the time, nothing was done until 2002. A dosed -loop 
traffic signal system was finally put into place In response to considerable pressure from . 
RRTS. We hope that we ean count on Mr. Andrew Warren's assur,mces that the lights will 
finally be operating in a timed fashion in Fall, 2004 once PeMOOT has finished upgrading 
the intersections at the Newtown Bypass & Buck Road and the Bypass & Route 332 . 

.. CO includes videos entitled Bypassing the Bypass, CBSIKYW Newscast, and Truck 

Danaer on Worfhlnaton MUi Road. f{p.:L l;n 
/'il/ 317 '/' @ 

r 



- - -. ~------------'-' ---' ~ - - ----

Road rage js fostered by the inappropriate mix of dangerous traffic traveling through our 
neighborhoods. 

The Stoowilfe Road Rehabilitation Projiic1 Is In direCt opposition to traffic ~aiming 
measures desperately needed on this road and the other minor collector roads on 
the residential route. There Is pressure In our region to upgraqe the functional 
classification of Stoopville Road from a Minor Collector Road to an Arterial Highway. We 
fear the Bucks County Planning Commission (BCPC) will attempt to justify this when it 
revises the federal functional classification of roadways, a process currently underway. 
If Stoopville Road is upgraded to an Arterial Highway. it will no longer qualify for traffic 
calming measures which are essential to traffiC using this road In a mj:mner consistent 
with the high level of residential development townships have. pl<!ced there. We Implore 
the BCPC not to upg·rade the classification of this road and implore the DVRPC to reject 
any attempt to do. so. · 

In 1999/2000 Stoc)pville Road was rehabilitated twice at taxpayer cost of over 
$1.5 million. In this climate of tight funding, all dollars should be put tbwa~ making th'e 
principal arterial highways ii'f our region lhe ·most effective for ha'ndling heavy Industrial 
traffiC. 

As movement of alone by rail wiD improVe the quarry truck safety issljes on our 
residential roads, we also respectfully request that the DVRPC endorse the RCC 
resolution, RESOLUTION RE: RAIL GQNDOLASASALTERNATIVE TO QUARRY 
TRUCKS ON SWAMP ROAD, whi~·reads: .. 

" 'Transporting stOn!! by. trucks from the _8uc~s C9unty quarries cre;~~tes dangers on the 
present highway f'!'Uies. Complaints from the conimuriity are frequently heard regarding 
the Impact of the ·current routes. to their public .set¢Y: 'The trucks also create wear and 
tear on light-duty roads. The RCC proposes that the potential rail carriers concerned 
create an alternate rail route that takes most of the truck movement off tne highway ·and 
onto the rails using existing rail lines .and technologle~. The RCC believ~s this Idea has 
great merit, and we urge DVRPC to encourage these carriers to subm~ a proposal for 
moving the aggiegate by rair. • · ·. 

~--

• 

. . 
The Short Uns Railroads expressed great Interest In hauling stone at the 
April 2, 2004 Surface Transportation Board Public H~aring and the April14, 2004 

Delaware vaney Goods MOvement Task Force Meeting. ' The removal cif any amount of 
qucury. trucks from StoopVille Road, and oth-er_roaas ·In the region, will yield much 
needed improvement of the pul;lRc saflrtY of the cltlzenry _at large. Exhibit IX, a CD 
containing a Fox Newscast covering this Issue (~\fred at 10 PM on April5, 2004), will be 
included in our oral testimony submission. · 

In summary, we respectfully request that th~ DVRPC endorse the RCC RESOLUTIONS 
regarding the Stoopvil/e Road Rehabflftation Protect and Use of RsH Gonc!o!as as 
Alternative to Quacy Trocks and ·reject any attempt to upgrai:le the highway classification 
of Stoopville Road. 

Thank you for your time. 
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' Residents for. Regional Traffic ·Solutions, Inc . 
. PO Box28~ 

Newtown, PA 18940 
RRTSbuckspa@aol.com 
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Draft DVRPC FY 2005 Transportation Improvement Program (Pennsylvania) 

WRITTEN 1EST1MONY SUBMISSION: June 3, 2004. # PageslfL ttexf;ibits ti_ '. 

RE: Project Name: Stoopville Road RehalillitatioiJ ProJect 
(FY 2005 TIP project submitted by l':'ewlown Townstlip) 

OBJi:cnyE: 

Although the Sfoooyjlle RojJd Behabudation Project was not placed in the DVRPC F.Y2005 
DRAfT TIP, we 3r)licipate ttJere 1TJ3Y be oral or written testimony requesting lh$t it be added. or 
that this project may be folwarded to the OVRPC in the fuhJre for consideration as a TlP Action. 
Since implemet rtation of this projej:t will escalate the trailic saft!ty aisis that already. exists on 
Stocipviue Road, we 'ask the Delaware VaDey Regional Planning Comnlission (DVRPC) to go on 
record NOW against the concept of the project and In stlpport of traffic calming meaSt.reS that will 
maintain capacity and improve public safety on this road. 

o We ask' the DVRPC to eAdorse the Regional CHJzens Committee (RCC) resolutiOni'egarding ttie , 
stoopvilleBOOcl RebabQitation Proiect that reads: . 

'The DVRPC Regional Citiz.efJI!i Committee has learned that PennDOT will, be ITI$6tfng shorlJy ID 
determine regional traffic solutions ihat win affect Undenhurst, Sf:Dopville' and WMhington Mil 
Roads in Bucks Covnty. The RCC rejects the COIJCepl of fhe·Stoopvill~ Road Rehabilitation 
ProjeCt because if e)Cacerbates an already vofab7e pub6c safety issue. We urge .~nnDOT ro 
r;;onsider replacillg-this project wifh. tra;ffic calming measures that would maintain capacity and 
improve pubf'IC safety on this n'liilor·oolfedor road. (CIIfrent/y Stoopville 8Qad is comprised of a 
heavily developed residential commuriity with the potential for a minimum Of-several hundred 
acJdjfjonaf homes, making the safety of residents and their children a major concern.)" 

o In addition, since lllOYe~ of stone by ran would impro.ve the~ truck safety issues oil 
1M' residential roads; includi'lg Stoopville Road, we ask the DVRPC to endorse the RCC 
resoiWon, BAJLGQNPOLASAS ALTERNATIVE TO QUARRY TRucKS ON SWAMP. 
ROAD. which reads, 

"Transporting sttme by tnJcks from the Bucks· County quarries cmates dangers on the present 
highway routes. Complain# from the community are frequently heard regarding the impact of the 
current routes to their public safety. The ITucks also create wear and tear on light-duty roads. The 
RCC proposes that the potential rai carriers concemed create an. alternate rail route that takes 
most of the truck movement off the highway and onto the rails using existing ra8 lines and 
techtJOIOgies. The RCC befteveS this idea has groat merit, and we urge DVRPC to encourage 
these carriers to sutJmir a proposal for moving the aggregale by rai. • 

o lastly, we implore the DVRPC to reject any attempt to upgrade th& funclional classificatjon of 
Stoopville -Road from a Minor Collector Road to an Arterial Highway. If ~toopville Road is 
lJPQraded to an Arterial Hi!tlw9y, it wUI no longer qualify for traffic calming measures which 
are essential to trallic using this road in a manner consistent with the high level of residential 

development townships have placed there. Jb'l/189 
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o . ~sPeakers who gave Oral testi~ ori June 3, 2004 rePresent Residents for Re9iOoaJ 
Traffic Solutions, Jnc. (RRTS), a regional dtlzeris' g~. Members are ftom Lqwer 

. Makefield, Upper Makefield, Newtow,n. Wrightstown. and Norttiampton TOwnships and the 
. orgaiiz.ation represents well in excess of 8,000 residents. . ' 

o A high 110~ 01 heavy truck' traffic is b~ing ROI!Ie ~.the .Newtown ~ss'(a f016 
·1ane, ·limit!ld atcess divided highway), and using lillldemursf, Stoopville and Worthingtbn·Mm 
Roads (all mjnor, re.sidential colledOf' roads) as a cut-tl'rough m route to.l-95. TN! CtA
thr6ugh quarry truck traffic is a>mpelled to p.ish the sj,eed limit, as drivers are paid by the 
load and.lhe indUsvY often ~8es on time deliveries. TI"UCkers know that they are leSll . 
likely to be stopped on minor roads. Dozens of scOOol buses. thai necessarily use these roads 
~pick up and drop olf ocx children are mixed with, in excess of, 800 heavy ttuGks/day 
weighing up to 80,00<! poulds each. ,Numerous pear-misses have been reported 
Involving ~ tnJcb, schOol buses ·and our sc;tiool c:hikhn. as repor1ed by RRTS in .. a Febnnuy, 20Q41etter to Representative David Stetl (Exhibit 1). Road rage Is fostered 

. by, the lnapproprlaie mix of dangerOus tral'llc trave!Jng through ~ nelghbortioods.. 
We~ eJII)erlenclng a traffic safety crisis on these secondary roads. 

p The cut-through route comprised of Und'enhu:st, Stoopville and Worthington MUI Roads wiR 
be referred to as the "residential route" tlToughoul thi;~ document. 

o Trailic coming from 1:-95 travels West ~ng the Newtown Bypass fOf' Y. mile ehd·then tl.f'ils · 
north onto L~ Road, the first leg' of the 9. 7.mile, circuitous residential route .(see 
Traffic Aow Map, Exhibit II). This route cootirues along Stoopville and Worthington Mill 
R09ds. tn total, there are in excess of 155 ao::esspOin!s, most residents' driveways (blue 
.dols) ani! f&eder roads from sui><I'MsiOns ~ing 0'-1« 7,000 residenls. :rhi!re IYB f016 
~ quardes located on SWa,mp Road (a Priocipal Arterilil Highway), just 3. miles' 
northwest of where the Newtown Bypass beComes Swamp.Road. 

o On the enclose~fC~OM (EXhibit Ill), video #1, entitled BYPASSING THE BYPASS, sMws 
· CNer SQ% pf ltJe heavy oommercJal1rallic liming off the Newtown Bypass and using the 
residential route as a .cut-thrOugh. begirving with Ul"'deilhtnt Road. 'Nhen viewing this 
video, please refe.- to the map in EXhibit 11, as the gr~ p&shaped markers point to the 
filming locations ref~ in the video. Also note that the video script is Elchibit IV. 
' ' 

0' ~eslderits a~ fearful for their children Md themselVes who must regularly travel these 
routes: This. is a stJburtlanfrual setmg whereby nisidents must lmvel by car· Of' sdlOol bus 
fOf' their dally adivities outside the home. In Novlimbet,.2002 !he principal of Quan:y HiA 
Eletnenlilry (one' cl three elementary schools located just olf Unclenhutst Road). st8ted !hi$ at · 
a ·LoWer ~afield "J:ownship Board oi''S~meeting, "We take a .chance~ day 
when we put hundredS or IOds from Mon, Quarry Hiland the Gray Nt.ri Academy on the 
buses up ~.-It's a matter of time. We need to take the issue into 016 own hands~ do 
what we need to do ... we have lo take back the [L~] road."(See f18W5PBper article; 
page 7, EXhibit V). -

o Exhibit V CO(llans·communications that foalS on the traffic safety aisis aloog the residential 
route and involve the PennSbury Schopl District and the Grey NLI'I Academy. 
This in!Of'mation was taken from a document entitled Tme!jne qf leiter§, Events and 
Meetings Attended bv Members of Residents for Regkj! Ja! Traffic Solutions. Inc. COc!ober, 
1971- Oclobera. 2003>. 

o On July 9, 2003 the Board of Trustees of the Eagleton Farms Homeowners Association 
(EFHA) Presented a Resolution at the Newtown TownShip Board of SuperviSOf'S meeting that 
stated, • ... WHEREAS, the EFHA has followed lhe regional traffic issues, which include the 
increased truck traffic on Stoopville Road, out of concern fOf' the safety of its residents ... the 



... -c...r-,-· - . • ~ 
.. ~-··· - -- ~--:-. . . . . th-:J f._i::Y 
• Board of TNStees requestS !he NeWtown Township Boan:f ~ 5\JpeMsOI"s to direct ltle ~-. ---- · 
'township's engineer to.~ a study of potential ~calming· measu~s for Stoop.llille 
Road •. .' [and] direct' that a Pfesenlation co the study results be made at a regularly scheduf~ 
NTIIS meeting within 60 days of this date." (See Exhibit VI) . . . 

o Exliibit VII c:onteins """"""'"icetions that fOCU3 ontho-lraflic smoty Crl<:i<:,ond involve the 
Councll RoCk School Distiict". A July 14, 20'03:!eUE!I' from an Eagleton Farms Subdivision 
representative 1o the Council R6df Sdlool Board President states this about Stoopvllf& Road: 
"We hope that you (as we, ~·aft other f'<!l'~) find ~·serious safety issus coe that has 
been ignOred for too ~ong.• (Emibit VII, ~·8: 10).. . 

In ·a June, 2003 fetter !D PennDOi (em'bit VI~ page 7), the superinlendent of.eouqt 
ROck School District staled this about Worlhlngton MIN Roact "ll'!e safety. of our students 
is16fparainount irilportMce.,. we have avefaged stopping.40'1lines Pet' da)i on ll'lis 
relatively short· stret.cn of wincflfl9, l)af«!W road. . Wontingkin MiA Road l.llldef present 
·conditions and ci~ requires action to illSI.A ltle safety of our stu<1ents." 

·. VIdeos tr2 and fl3 oo the eticki~ CD-ROM (Elcha>it Ill) SI'IQ.)¥ you wtft. (Video tr2 is a 
CBSlKxw 3 NEW$ SEGMENT that airi!d at 6 ~~on June 5, 2003 and .video fl3 ~ 
eolitled mUCK PANGER on WORTHINGTON MILL ROAD.) · . 

In a Mara:!. 20041etterto Governor Ed Rendell (Bchibit VII, pages 11-12),lhe 
~rintendent of Couoc:il Rock School Dis1rit;t stated this about Wathioglon Min Road, 
•our administralfon has received many' reports of~ trucks passing stopped sdlool 
buses from our drivers, school studerit$, and parents. The 34,000 lb. lo eo,ooo lb. lrucks 
.often are U'lable to stop In tifn8. ParentS of sd10ol SIUdenls presente<1 me with videotape 
ot7cr·heayy lrucks'travefing Worthlnglon Mill frcm.B:OO aiJI. lo 9 am. on Janumy 13, 
·2004, when our .buses were nlll'ling. The potential for !i tragic accident is clear and 
present.· 

o Resk:lenls are oottaged that the lra1'1it? safety aisis on·lhe·r~l route has been brought 
about and encot.r'aged by PennOOT Dislricl6 and .state and focal·porrticians who have !Jean 
satisfied to keep Swamp Road closed to he;wy trucks for OVE!I' 30 years and who have 
accepted untjmed fights on lh9 Newtown ~. despite a 1988 DVRPC study <Newtown 
Township Traffic S!udy) that placed synchiT)(I/zalion of the tJypass fights as Newtown 
ToWnship's No. 1 top priority project (fully funded at that time). 

o The danger exists due to the' failure of PennOOT District 6 and focal and state officials to 
adcress lhe functional deficiencies on the prin;clpal arterial highWays In our region These 
parties continue to impl~ changes step by steP lhat make our minor residential ooifeclor 
roadS mor-e conduc;tve fur use by industriallrclffic and make the arterial highwajs in our 
~ less conducive for use by jndustrial traffie. The Stooori'!e Roac! Rehabiljta/ion. 
Proif:ct, caDW!g rei f1.riler wide~ ling and ~ering of this road even ftlolqlllle most 
significant haizontaf ~ and problem intersection are already being ~ressed by a 
deyeloper, Is auoltler step that will' encoUrage higher volumes of commercial traffic lraveling 

~ at geatE!I' ~s to use the~ rotAe, rather than the Newtown Bypass. 

o We respectfully request that the DVRPC endorse the RCC RESOU1TION regarding the 
stoopvilkl Road Rehabilitation Project. as stated in the OBJECTlVE seetion of this 
writt~ testimony. We •k the DVRPC to go on ~ NOW against the Stoopville 
Road Rehabi1imtion Proi«:f and In support of traffiC calming measures that :;viii 
maintain capacity and improve pubJic safety on this roa.d. We ask the DVRPC lo do this 
~n regard for the heavy residential land Use-along StoopviUe Road. 

•Some communications are taken from the document Tmefme of Letters. Eyents and Mee1ings 
by Members of Residents fO< Regional TraffiC Solutions. Inc. IOdober. 1971-
0dober8,2003l 

An ended 
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p . lower Makefield township tras QOCJe.on ~-~mQ ihe stoooyi/le Road Rehabi/ifation 
~ ,ero;eg in a February, 20041etter to .~epresentati\19 ~teD (Exhibit VIII} and a May, 20041ettef 
~ 19 Mr.· John Coscia (Exhibit IX). These leUI!fll si:IJ!e," ~ SUpeMsors feel it is critical that 

' induslrlaJ ttaff'IC be' channel~ to the Newtown BypaSs and that the rehabilit.a1lon of Stooj:MIIe 
Road Will only prove t!> fu1her invite large truck lr.ii'IK: throuQh resldentlal neighbortloOds at 

· higher speeds." 

o . The construction of the 1-95/PA T~pike lnterdlange, a12 yeiY projec:l, wiD. soon commence 
and result in.milriOi'ls of tons of additional stone being li'anspQrted fi'om the Wrightstown 
quarries (100 +years of quany frfa reniaini,ng), as thintone meets PennOO't ~ 
and these are the dosest quanl!IS to the construction site. T ranspoltation of adcfrtional ~one 

. through our residential neigllbomoods duin!i an OOJr-s of the day and night will e:xacert>ate en 
already volatile situation: 

o The St6oovWe Road Rehabili1ati0n Project Is i1 direct-oppOsition to traffic calming measures 
desperately needed~ Stoopviqe Road end the ~minor c:olled.or roads on·the residential 
route. There is pressure in pur region to tJPIJ'!IdE11tle fu'lctional classification of Stoopvllle 
Road-from a Minor Collecter Road to an Alteriall-f!Qhw8y. · We rear the Bucks pounty . 
Plaming Commission (BCPC) wit atteinpt to jUstify this wtJe;n·it revises the rederili furdional 

· classification of roadways,' a process CUTetJIIy 'underway. If Steopville Road is upgraded to 
an Arterial tftghway, it wiA no ~qualify for traffic calming measures Which are eSsential 
to traffic using this road in a manner consistent with the h!gh ·level of residelllial development 

... townships placed thef9. We lrnPior'e the BCPC D2l to upgrade the classification of this 
road and implore the:011RPC to ..eJec;t any attempt to do·sc;. 

o In 199912000 Stoopville Road was rehab~ twice at t.mq)ayer cost of over $1.5 mimon. In 
this dimate of tight fmding, all dollars should be put toward making the principal arteria! 
h~ in otX region the most elf~e for hantlli'lg he&V¥ Industrial traffic. 

As rnov8ment of stone by rail wilt Improve ttie qUany .truck safety JSst.es on our 
. residential roads, we also 'respectfully request that the QVRPC endorM the RCC 
resolution, RESOLUTION BE; RAIL GONDQ!ASAS.ALTEBNATTYE TO OUABkY 
TRuckS ON SWAMP ROAD. as stated In the OBJECT!VE section of thi_s -.vrittim 
t~rnc>ny. . . 

o The Short Une Ra~roa<:ls expresSed great interest In. haulil)g stOne at the. 
Apn1, 2004 Surface T~spoc:talion Board Public Hearing and the Apcil, 2004 Delaware Valley 
Goods Movement Task Force Meeting. Emlbit>X is a CD of a Fox Newscast(aired at 
10 PM on Apri 5, 2004) covering ttvs issue: The remOval of ecy amot.ni of quarry ltud<s.from 
_Stoopvme Road, <Uld oCher roads in the region. wiH. yield much needed improvement of· the 
public safety of the cltizer¥)' at~~- . 

o H is Imperative that the OVRPC view the trallic safety crisis along Stoopville Road with 
objectivity, so thai the muctHleeded traffic ciWning measure!! are implemented before a 
busload of kids gets killed. H·is .an accident waiting to happen wtlenevef any of these · 
behemoth vehicles c:hoo'se to lake the secondary .roads (see r8ceol aashflllCiilent history, 
Exhibit x1;. 

~ ·~ corrmunic:ation.s are taken fmm the doalmeot Tmellne of Letters. Events and Meetings Atlenc!ed 
-· " Membefs of Residents far Regional Trn!!ic Solutions, Inc. IOclober. 1971-

ober 8. 2003) 
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D Hlstcify sho.Ys that the pliryers, who made.tf~oh_4eclsioris ~-~ regjon'in the~ 
. cfKf so ba~ upon self-interest and pofitical ~-in total distegard for the safety or the 
cilizeno y_at large. These pl~·fell ~~"BUCks C()JJI1ty UmbreUa of Politics" and · 
P~DOT District 6. Many of, !hefll will b9 partidp8Dis in ~ R~onal Tralfio CoaJi!lon thai 
R~talive Stetl is rooning, whefe the-goal wil t:te to deyelop a regional traffic plan. 
N~ signifJCaiit_conllk:ts of interesf-exist amongst these players, as Olltflf.M!d in an 
April, 2004Jetfer from RRTS to Deputy~ J-!Offinan aAd RepreseQtafiYe ~ei! 
(Exhibit XII, Wf!t!en Comment·Subniisslon for the 1iprll22, 2004 Regional Traffic~), 

o Based Upon Past _tjstqry, RRTS iS highly ccnCer:ried'M ;tt)e ~tions fiom this 
coalitiOn wm not be based upon sound professionallra(lspOrtalion and traffic engineering 
praciices. We hQve gave concems that th9 people makinjfcriticallrahsport~ decisions 

. for our region (Representative Steil, tOwnstlip offidals, PemDOT Ois1rict 6 Administrator 
Atldiew W& r ••> haWI1C1 baa 15p01lation and .tr.iffic et IQir ,_ iiiQ ~ certilication. 

' It is lmperati'~.thal• non-af'.gned ~ Engi~ (P.E.) from P~nnDQT 
. Harrisburg (who Is outsfde the ~aucb Cotriy Uinbrelf<l of Pol~'1 be IIJY9lved l_n the 

transportation decisions lot- our region: · 

- --

. . 

(,. 
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ORAL TESTIMONY 

Persons Testifying: Alex Herman, Susan Herman 

Organization: 

Project Name: 

Residents for Regional Traffic Solutions, Inc. (R.R. T.S.) 
P.O. Box285 
Newt"own, PA 18940 
ph: 215 504-9670 
fax: 215 504-0757 
email: RRTSbuckspa@aol.com 

Stoopville Road Rehabilitat ion 

' 

Thank you for this opportunity. I am Alex Herman and this is Susan Herman of 
Residents for Regional Traffic Solutions, Inc. or R:R. T.S. Our regional citizens group 
represents well in excess of 9,000 residents from five townships affected by the 
inordinately high volume of truck traffic in our region - much of it quarrj truck traffic. • We 
are opposing the Stoopw7/e Road Rehabilitation Project, as we did two years ago (see 
Project Abstract, Exhibit 1). 

I w ould like to give you some background (See Traffic Flow Map, EXhibit "II). 
The New Hope-Ivyland RaHroad is here. Four booming Wrightstown Township quanies 
~re located on Swamp Road, just 3.5 miles northwest of where Swamp Road becomes 
the Newtown Bypass (Route 332). The Newtown Bypass, a four-lane, limited access 
c::IMded highway built specifically for commercial traffic with $23 million taxpayer dollars. 
is the safest road in the region for trucks and leads to 1-95. 

Three routes made up of arterial highways go from the quarries to the Newtown Bypass. 
These are Swamp Road, PA Traffic Route 232 to PA Traffic Route 413, and.PA Traffic 
Routes 232 to PA T raflic Route 332. For more than 30 years, loaded quarry trucks were 
prevented from using parts of SWamp Road going south, due to a series of weight
restrictions systematically placed on culverts along the road. There was a pattern that 
even our S tate Representative acknowiE\(fged in public forums- history· had shown that 
when a weight-restricted cutve.rt was replaced, PennDOT District 6 would Inspect the 
culvert south of it and, unbelievably, weight- restrict itl 

In the last TIP round we informed you that more than 800 trucks per day were diverted 
off Swamp Road onto this [residentiaij route because the culvert south of Worthington 
Mill Road was posted at 10 tons. This heavily developed residential route is comprised 
of Worthington Mill, StoopvJlle and Lindenhurst Roads- all Minor Coilector Roads- and 
well in excess of 8,000 residents rrve along it. Near- misses between quarry trucks and 
school buses became all too frequent an occurrence. We reported this to State 
Representative David Steil in a February 2004 letter, imploring him to reject the 

· Stooovi/Te Road Rehabilitation Proiect , which would only make matters worse (Ex. Ill). 

• The townships are Newtown, Wrightstown, Northampton, Lower Makefield & Upper Makefiel:j 

) 

/88{311_ /&-~n/ff 
Iff 1/:z. f 



. ,, 

The residential rout.e has 155 access points, most residential driveways shown by blue 
pins, versus 16 access points along this section of Swamp Road [between Worthington 
Mill Road and the Newtown Bypass]. It is 9.7 maes from the quarrfes to the Newtown 
Byf!aSS via the residential route versus 3.5 miles from the quarries to the Newtown 
Bypass via Swamp Rood. There are 6 turns to get to the Newtown Bypass on the 
residential route versus no turns traveling south on Swamp Road. The residential route 
literally 'bypasses the Bypass'. 

Politicians were satisfied with the diversion of truck traffic onto the residential route. It 
took the tireless efforts of R.R.T.S. and residents to reach the ear of Deputy Secre!ary 
Gary Hoffman, who supported replacing the posted culvert an.d the deteriorated culvert 
south of it simultaneously. In January 2005, Swamp Road was opened to ALL traffic for . 
the. first time in over thirty years. We are grat~fulto Deputy Secretary Hoffman and his 
staff, as many trucks are choosing this most direct route to get to 1-95, rather than the 
residential route. We are also grateful to Deputy Secretary Hoffman for agreeing to have . ) 
PennDOT Harrisburg study the Newtown Bypass under its Traffic Signal Enhancement 
lr:tftiative Program (Exhibit IV). Proper timing and coordination of the 11 traffiC signals is 
anticipated by late fall. Residents are relieved now that Harrisburg has taken over the 
reigns, as Newtown Township officials failed to time the lights, even though this was 
recommended as the Township's #1 top priority project in a 1988 Newtowrr Township 
Traffic Study conducted by the Delaware Valley Regional Planning Commission 
(DVRPC). 

We oppose the Stoopvtlle Road Rehabilitation Protect because It is essentially the 
middle leg of the " noithem bypass alternative" studied in the DVRPC's 1988 
NeWtown Township -Traffic Study. H~re is the map on Page #61 of the 1988 Study 
(Exhibit V). Tl)e northem bypass is comprised of Worthington Mill ROad, an upgraded 
intersedion at Route 413 and Stoopville Road, upgraded Stoopville Road, extended 
~ilver Lake' Road, and !Jpgraded Silver lake Road out to the Newtown Bypass. The 
segment l~beled · upgrade Stoopville Road" corresponds to the Sfoopville Road 
Rehabilitation Protect. The northern bypass route corresponds to these reads on the 
Traffic Flow Map. Silver lake Road, which is in Newtown Townsl\ip, runs parallel to 
Undenhurst Road, whiCh is primarily In Lower Makefield Township. Silver lak.e Road 
has heavy residential development along it. 

Although it was conduded that the northern bypass was not the answer to the region's 
traffiC woes, step by step over the years, it is being constructed behind residents' backs. 
Politicians refute this, yet when aSked to give back the Rights-of-Way acquired along the 
undeveloped portion of Gaucks Lane, they refuse to do so. 

The Stoopvi//e Road Rehabilitation Project calls for realignment and signalization of the 
intersection with Washington Crossing Road (Exhibit VI). Page #81 of ffie 
1988 Study says, 'To affect a northern bypass via Stoopvare Road, it is· vital to realign 
this·intersection." (See Exhibit V .) Stoopville Road has been r~habilitated two times in 
the past five years at taxpayers' cost of $1.5 million dollars. Why is this intersection 
being revisited? 

The StoopV17/e Road Rehabilitation Project addresses variable lane widths and horizontal 
alignment which equates to widening and straightening the road. This will bring higher 
volumes of commercial traffic at even greater speeds through residential neighborhoods, 
further encouraging trucks to bypass the Bypass. Page 1164 of the 1988 Study states, 

1 r t~ !u 1 no/ 111 
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"Some of the benefits of the northern bypass scenario, in particular the diversion of 
gravel trucks, may be achieved with limited improvements to Stoopville Road." (See 
Exhibit V). We cannot support eliminating curves which serve.as desperately needed 
traffic calming measures. We cannot support widening Stoopville's eleven- root lanes .• 
Lest you believe there Is no middle ground, we want you to know we have supported the 
Township's safety recommendations being done by Toll Brothers as part of the Urrton 
Hill Chase housing development already under construction here. 

Residents implore you to replace the Stoop vi/fa Road Rehabl1ifat/on Profect with traffrc 
calming measures that include horizontal.and vertical deflection. This will ensure that 
traffic will ti'aveJ in a manner consistent. with the residential land use adjacent to the' road. 
A September 2004 Rosefield Home Association resolution (Exhibit VII) implored 
Newtown Township Supervisors to embrace a Regional CitizeRS Committee resolution 
(Exhibit VIII) rejecting the concept of the Stoooville Boad RehaP11itation Protect because 
it would exacerbate an already volatile public safety Issue and urging PennDOT to . ) 
consider replacing it with tramc calming measures: 

. -
In a July 2003 Jetter to the president of the Council Rock School Board, an Eagleton 
Farms sub-division n!presentative said, "We hope that you (as we, and all other parents) 
find this serious safety issue one that has been ignored for too long." (See Exhibit IX.) 

In the last TIP round, R.R.T.S. implored the DVRPC to reject any attempt to upgrade the 
functional classification of Sto_opville Road from a Minor Collector Road to an Arterial · 
Highway because this would disqualify the road for traffic calming measures. T raffle 
volumes on Stoopvme Road are much higher than. they should be due to the 
ill-functionirig Newtown Bypass and neglected arterial highways l~ng to it. 

Residents concur with Lower Makefield's letter of opposili<?n .submitted during the last 
T,IP round. It said, "The Supervisors feel it Is critical that industrial traffic be channeled to 
ttie Newtown Bypass anct that the rehabilitation of Stoopville Road will only prove to 
further invite large truck traffic through residential neighborhoods at high speeds. I~ 
should be recoghized that commercial traffiC is best suited for the higher level roads in 
the Lower Bucks County region, that is, PA Traffic Routes 413, 232, 332, Newtown 
Bypass and Swamp Road which is the location of four industrial quarries: (See Ex. X). 

A picture is worth a thousand words. Resideots along the residential route can expect 
the dangerous mix ot traffic in this video to return to their neighborhOOds in greater 
volumes '1tnd greater speeds if the SfDopville Road Rehabilitation Project goes through. 
The Bypassing the Bypass videO on this CD-ROM (Exhibit XI), shows the cut-through 
traffic on the re~ential route prior to $wamp Road being opened to ALL traffic in 
January 2005. • It starts with traffic exiting off 1-95 and traveling West on the Newtown 
Bypass. Ninety percent of industrial traffic turns off onto Undenhurst Road, the first leg 
of the residential route. The green numbers on the map represent film locations in the 
video. 

The CD-ROM speaks for itself. Thank you. 

'The CD-ROM contains 3 videos entitled' Bypassing /he Bveass, CBSIKYW 3 Newscast (aired on 
6/5103) and Truck Danger on Worthington Mill Road. 
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R.R.T.S. 
Residents for Region13l Traffic Solutions. Inc. 
· PO Box285 

Newtown, PA 18940 
RRTSbucksila@aol.com 

STATE TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION WRITTE.N TESTIMONY SUBMISSION 

Submitted by: · Susan Hannan; InduStrial Engineer, Presideot of R.R T.S. 
Data: . Sept. 22, 2005 
#ofpa~·: §§ 

project Narrie: Stoopvllle Road Rehabilitation (FY2007 TIP Project submitted by Newtown Twp.) 

OBJECTIVES: 

along il 

• We oppose the Stooovjlfe Road Behabilitation Project because it Is essentially the middle 
leg of the "northern bypass altematlve" Stucflfld In the Delaware Valley RegiOI(Ial Planning 
Commission's 1988 Newtown TownshiP Traffjc StudY (see Exhibit II; COI(er page and 
page #fs 61, 64 and 81.efthe StudY). The upgrades Included iri lhis project will result in . 
higher. volumes of com~J tr¢fiG traveling StoopviUe Road at even ~er speeds, 
further encouraging tnJck traffic to bypass the tjewtbwn Bypass. The fact that politicians 
·support this project validates our belief that there is s1rong 'pre56Ufe in our region to 
upg~ the functiooal dassificatioli of Stoopville Road to ·an arterial hf9hway. 

·· To the contrary, good engineering pt'actice dictates that s1rong measures are needed to 
calm traffic on Stoopville Road so that tfaflic lnlvels in a manner consistent with the 
adjacent~ residential land use. Traffic calming. measures, including lh65e that 
inCttporate horizontal and vertical deflection, are needed. 

• Engineering design and proper infraslruclure require lhat arteries be upgraded to function 
e111dently for arterial use and that capillary roads, cir colledor roads, be s8fe-guarded fer 
residential use.. Politicians and Penn DOT OiSirict 6 heve feiled to do this. We have an 
ill-functioning Newtown Bypass whefe ten trefl"lC fights between arterial highway Swamp 

Road (location of four booming quarries) 8nQ Interstate 95 ~ not timed propel1y (see 
Elctlibit Ill; Juty 11, 2005 letter from Deputy SeCrelafY Gary Hoffman to ~- Terry 
Fedoc'chak). We heve neglected arterial ~ leading to the Newtown Bypass. This 
needs to be remedied. 

• Althougn it was concluded in the DVRPC's 1988 Newtown Townshjo Traffjc Study that 
th8 nor1hem bypass was not the answer to lhe region'l> traffic WQ85, step by step over lhe 
years, it is beng constructed behind residents' backs. The Stpopville Boac! Reba6ilitaUon 
Proiect is yet another 8t6J?. Well in e~cess of 9,6oo unsuspec;tlng citizens will end up 
with an arterial system jammed through their back yards. It is time to stop this major 
~reach of public trust 
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··'Traffic volumes on Stoop ville Ra.d are higher than they should bo • 

~ • · A 'residential route' c;omprised ~Worthington Mi~. Stoopvllle an,d ~Cienhurst Roads (all 
minot residential coiled~ (Qads) is usecj·as a cut-through that literally bypasses the 
Newtown Bypass by traffic en route to and from 1-95. (See Exhibit rv, Traffic Flow Map.) 

•' 

• Them are 6 turns and 155.aocess points (most residential driveways) on ihe 'residential 
route• and well in excess of9,000.residenls livirig along il. It is 9.7 miles from the 
quarries to the Newtown Bypass via this route. 

• . COmpare ihis to no tums and 16 access point,s along the section of SWamp Road 
between Worthington Mill Road and the Newtown Bypass. It Is 3.5 miles from the 
quarries to the Newtown Bypass via this route. 

• Drivers de~oped the habit of using the 'residential route• as a cut-through becaJse ... 

(a) ... tllere are ten untiined traffic lights on the Newtown BypaS.s between SWamp 
Road end 1-95. {Hard to believe, since the bypas.s was built specifically to handle · 

: commercial traffic using $23 million taxpayer doll3rs and timing the lights was 
identifted as t_lewtowri Township's number one top priority project in the OVRPC's 
1988 Newtown Township TI1Jfflc Study.) 

{b) ... for f'0()(8 than thirty (30) years, heavy truck traffic was d"IVerted off artgrial 
highway Swamp Rooct due to a series of weight restrictions systematically placed on 
culveits along the road. We are grateful for the good will and expertise of Deputy 
Secretary Gary Hoffman, who n!placed the remaining deteriorated culverts on Swamp 
.R~d in 2Cl04 end lirially ~ned the' road to All traffic in January, 2005. 

• Stoopville Road has been forced to function more like an artery because of the 
mismanagement of arterial highways in Ou- region. This needs to be ISldone . . ' 

• PennDOT Harrisburg is now oversMfng timing the fights on the Newtown Bypass and the 
promised completion dele Is late Fall·2005. · 

• It wift taka time for drivers to break the habit of using the ·residential route' as a cut-
t.hi'oUgh. . 

Northern blip!!! is an oxymoron 

• Page #61 of the 1988 Newtown Township Ttamc Study is.a map of the "northern bypass" 
(ExhibitJI). It is compriS:E!d of Worthington Mill Road, upgraded St.oopville Road, 
extended Silver Lake Road along Gaucks lane, and upgr9dOO Silver Lake Road out to 
the Newtown Bypass. The segmeot labeled "Upgrade Stoopville Road" c.orr8sponds to 
the StpooWJe ROfK! Rehabilitation Prof8ct. Silver Lake Road, which is In Newtown 
Township. nn1 parallel to Lindenhurst Road, which is primarily in Lower Makefield 
Township (see Exhibit fll; pink lines on Traffic Flow Map). SilVer lake Road has heavy 
residential developmeot along il 

• Newtown Township has ~ly acqUred Righ!s-<lf-Way along the fuU length of the 
·~bypass' route, yet Township officials maintain. that the norlt1em bypas$ coucep( 
is "deed". wtry. then, do officials refuse to give back the Rights-of Way acquired along 
the undeveloped portion of Gaucks Lane, when residents aSk them to do so? 

19-'-/317 
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• It is utterly beyond belief that this coll~on of tiny' minor resid,eotial collec!Of roads is 
being considered as a northern bypass whieh will ef1CO\Xll99.1rucks IO go the wroog Wiry 
in their apProach to the Newtown Bypass. 

• The SloopV17fe Road Rehabilitation Profect ... 

(a) .... addresses 'variable lane widths" and ' horizontal allgnmenr (Exhibit I), which 
means that the road wm be widened and straightened. While we can wpport 
widenjng and straightening arteria.! highWays, we find it ~s io do so on this 
conli<:tor road !hal runs· through residential neighborhoods.• It will increase the 
hazard to residents, inviting lruck ~ in ll)eir front and back yards. Page #64 of 
lhe 1988 Newtqwn Townsf!io Sfudy states, 'Some of the benefits· of the noclhem 
bypass sCenario, in particular the divetsion of gravel trucks, may be achieved with 
rornaed improvements to Stoopville ~~a~.' (See"Exhlbit II). Encot.ragi,!lQ the divetsion 
of dang~ commercial traffic through residen1ial neighborhoods is not a "be(Jefit' 
according to good engin6ering pr8ctices. 

(b) ... calls for realignment and si!ll)81izalion of th8 intersection with Wasl)ington 
Crossing Road., Page #81 of the 1q88 NflWiown Towmshlp Traffic studY says, "To 
affect a northern bypass via Stoopv~lle Road; it is vital to realign this inter~on. • 
(See Exhibit II.) 

• StoopvUie Road has been rehabilitated two uines In the past five years at taxpayers' 
cost of $1..5. million dollars. Why 1;; this road being revlslted? 

• Why did Urban EngWleer's j?oo2 $wamp Road Enoineerino study (which cost taxpayers 
$100,000} recommend lhal·arteri;U highwaY Swamp Road Qnly h;lve eleven (11} fool 
wide 1-s? Swamp Road offefs the most direct f'IOflhlsoulh route between 1-95 and'our 
county seal It is an arterial highway that be(Ome.s the Newtown Bypasll, a four-lane 
limited aocess divided highway that intersects with 1-95. 

• In 198.8, experienced global p,lanhers suggested at ycx.r own hearings (chaired by then 
~etary of TianspOi'tation, Howard Yerusalim} that a 1RUE NORTHE.RN !JYPASS be 
constructed; This ~d run nortHisoutti between Route 13. and i-80, bypassing Yardley 
on the· east, and run from the PA Turnpike and 1;-SS to 1-78 using: portions of Routes.413 
and 611, on the west. The' tatter received interest~ counties to the noclh already 
wOO<ipg with coLnties in New JerseY; and all Of ttoerii ooalesGed With forces in 
Washin!jlon. 

• Such a TRUE NORTHERN fffPASS/ true artery system would free local roads from 
north and southbound arterial traflic. Such an arterial delivery system makes a lot more 
sensa than ~ the two-bit minor collector roads previously mentioned in this testimony 
(Worttjnglon Milll Stoopvtlta/ Undenhurst/ Silver lake Roads and Gaucl<s Lane). It would 
offer a true remedy to OIX region's traffic woes. 

Sup!!VIsors Ob/eCI, 

• In the FY2005 TIP rot.nd, lower Makef~eld Township S\Jbmilted two letters of opposition 
to the Slooovi!/e BoadRehabilitaVon Project. (See Exhlbit.V; February 10, 20041etterto 

'R.R. T.S. cannot supPort etmir-ating c:urvas wlllch seNe as despef31ely- needecllt311lc calming measures rJ /, 
oo S1oopvllle Road nor can~ suppottwklenlng the ~ad's eleven (11) fool wide lanes. /7~/!'-f/ 
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State ReP,reseotative·David'Steil 'and May 25, 20041eiter to Mr. John CosCia, Executive 
Director of the DVRPC'.) The. letter to Mr. Coscia states, 'The Supervisors feel it is aitical 
that· industrial traffic be channeled to the Newtown Bypass and that the rehabirrtaiion of 
Stoopville Roa~ will. only prove to further invite large tiuck traffic throvgh residential . 
neighborhoods at high speeds. It shoold be recognized that commercial traffic is best 
suited for ihe higher level roads in the Lower Bucks County region, that is, PA Traffic 
Routes 413, 232, 332, Newtown Bypass and Swamp Road which is the location of four 
industrial quarries: · (._ 

Realona/ Citizens Committee Obfects 

• The Regional Citizens Committee {RCC) is a sul>iom'mittee·of the DVRPC. In the 
FY2005 TlP round, the RCC ~sked the DVRPC to endcxse this Resolution: 

"The DVRPC Regional Citizens Committee has learned that PennDOT will be meeting 
~ to determine regionallr.lffic solutions that .will affect Undenhu/1if, StooiJviiJe and 
WQrlhington Mill Roacls·in ~ County. The RCC re~ the concept of the StoopvU/e 
Road Rehabilitation Project because it exacerbates an already volatl/e public safety 
Issue. We urge PennDOTto con~ replacing ./his pr:oject with traffic calming measures · 
that would maintain capacity and Improve public safety On this minor collector f08d, 
(Currently stoopville Road is comprised of a heayi/y devel!:>ped residential community 
with the potential for a minimum of several hundred additional homes, making the safety 
of residents and fh!;lr ch/Tdren a major concern.)" · 

Citizens Protest 

• In the FY2005 TlP round, R.R.T.S. {and other Citizens) offered oral and written testimony 
in opposition to the S!oopVI7/e RQIJd Rebabilitation Prriject at hearinga held by the State 
Transport.atioO·CommissiOil, Buc:ks County Pla(lning 'Commission and -the Delaware 
Valley Regional Planning Commission. {See El!fiibit yr; Written testimony submitted by 
R.R. T:S. to the DVRPC.) 

• At the same hearings, R.R. T.S. offered oral and written testimony in favor of FY2005 TIP 
applications asking for traffic calming measures on Worthington Miff, Stoopville and 
Undenhurst Roads. {See Exhibit VII; TIP applicatioi;ls submitted. by Lower Makefield 
Township and R.R T.S. and written testimony submitted by R.R.T.S. to the Bucks County 
Planning Commission.) 

• .R.R. T.S. asked State Representative David SleD to go on record agalnst the St000vil!e 
Roac! Rehabilfatatfon Ptpfed in a lettS(~ Februaly 6, 20();4 (Exhibit VIII). The letter 
stated thalthls project would worsen .the a.vrent siturili<in, where near-misses between 
quarry truCks ~ school buses had become aU too~ an occUmlnce. 
Representative Steil dd not take a position on the projel::t • . He publicly~ that the 
StoopvHie Road issue is a decision foc the Newtown Township Board cif SUP,BrVisors to 
addresS, not for him to address. He maintains that the Stooovil/e R98d Rehabifistion 
Proiect is an internal project that "is a proprietary.to Newtown TownshiP,". (See 
Exhibit IX; speci1'ically, page #2 of the meeting mirutes- November 29, 2004 Regional 
Traffic Plaming Task Force meeting.) Residents fm his statement to be a virtual 
endorsemenl of the project. This project is not proprietary to one township 8ince other 
townships are involved. Stoopville Road runs through Newtown, Wrigrtstown, Upper 
Makefiek:l and Lower Makefield Townships. 
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• Given the public smety 'crisis and congestion in ou- region as a result of the inordinately 
high volume of tnx:k traffic here, it is beyond .belief lhat more attention has no( been given 
to Jegislatlon going through Congress to use parallel rail ro!Jtes ID relieve congestion from 
highways. 

A picture Is worth !! thousand wofd$ 

• Please refer to Exhibit X. a CO-ROM enlitled Bypa;;sjM the Bvoass, The CD-ROM 
contains 3 videos entitled Byoassfno 1/?e Bwss. CBM(YW 3 Newscast 
(aired on 6/Som), and Truck Danger on Worlflinqfon Mill Road. We ask you to view this 
13 minute long' CD-ROM in its e~ty. 

. . 
• . Residents along the "residential route" can expect the ~mix of traffic shown in 

the Bypassing ttie Bypass video to return to their nelghboltloods in greater volumes· and 
greater speeds If the StDQpVi!Te Road Rehabifdatidn Prplect.goes tiTough. · This video 
shows the cut-through ITaflic on the •residenllaf route" prior to Swamp Road being 
opened to Allllal'lic In Janual)' 2005. It starts. wi1h tral!lc exiting off 1-95 and traveling 
west on the Newtown Bypass. Ninety percent (90%) of fndustrfallraflic tuns dlf onto 
Undentust Road, the first leg of the.residenlial route. (See Bchlbit IV; green rumbers 

' on Tr8flic Flow Map correspond to film locations in the video: Also see Bchibit XI; 
commentary that accompanies the video.) · 

• It is no wonder that~ opposition.to this projeCt has prevented it, time and again, . 
from being seiected for the Frst Four Years of the 'rwel:ve Year Plan. 

• It Is time for Newt.owri T6wnshrp oflicials to stop demonstrating their l~erest in Waiting out 
the opposition, so they can sDp'thls project1hrough, pemaps even as a TIP amendment. 

Sch9ol admfnlstcators and mfdel!ts have crfedogt 

• School administrators and residents have cried out because of the dangerous mix of 
traffic that has been encooraged to use lh9 'residential route' (Worthington Mill, 
Stoopville and Undenturst Roads). 

• Exhibit Xli contain!! communications involving the Pennsbuy School District and Grey 
Nun .Academy. (The inf01Tl\8lioo was taken 11om • cloc:urn8nt entitl&d rld'l!line t111At1!tS, Ewl# 
and IAHiinipAJtanded bri'Mmbers til Reside~# fot'BI!gfonal Ttalllc Solu!foq;!.li?c.: Octob!'t: 
1971· Auoust t 20051. . 

Note the newspaper article on page 7 of .Exhibit XII. In November, 2002 the 
principal of Queny HiD Elllf!'lelltarY (one of IIY'ee elementaty schools located just 
off Undemurst Road), stated at a lower 'Makefield Township Boald of 
Supervisors meeting, 'We take a chance fJiiery day when we put llundred$of 
kids from Mon, Queny Hill and the Grey Nun Academy on the buses up 
there ... lt's a mallet' of time. vile need to take the issue into ou- own hands and 
do what we need to do: .. we have to take back the road [Unclenhur'st). • 

• Exhibit XIII contains oormm.llic;alionS involving the Council Rock School District. _(Some 
c:ommunlcaUons are taken from a c1ocume111 entitled Umt!ifmt o(L~ Ettent! and M!!e6nq.s 
Altef!ded by Mem$o(Re$idents for Regional TmfficSollllioM. toe.: October, 1971-Auqust 1, 
W§l. 

A July 14, Z003 letter from an Eagleton Farms Subdivision representative to the L/ 
Council Rock School Board President states: 'We hope that you (as we, and all I ?7/i'f 
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other parents) find this. serious safety issue [on Stoopville Road] one that has been 
Ignored for too long:" (Exhibit XIII, Jiages~S-10). 

In a June 200a leUer to PennOOT, the superintendent of Council Rock Scl:lOOI 
District stated this about Worthington Mill Road: 'The safety of 04E students Is of 
paramOuht Importance ... we have averaged stopping 40 times per day on this 
relatively short stretch of winding, nsrrcw road. Worthington Mill Road under · 
present oondition.s and cirwmstances requires action to insure the safety of ou-
sttJdents." (See' Exhibit XIII, page 7.) · 

In a March 2004 letter to Governor Ed Rendell, lha superintendent of Council RocR 
School District stated this about Worthington MiH Road, ' 0\s administration has 
received many reports of quarry trucks passirig stopped school buses from our 
drivers, school studerlts, end parents. The 34.000 lb. to 80,000 lb. trucks often are 
unable to stop in lime. J;>arents of school students presented me with videoeape of 
70 heavy trucks traveling Worthington Mill from 8:00 a:m. to 9 a.m. on January 13, 
2004, ·when our bUses were I'IKlllil'lg. The poiential for a ~accident is dear 
an<! preSenl" (See Exhibit XIII, pages 11-12.) 

• The Board of TnJStees of the Eagleton Farms Homeowners Association presented a 
July a, 2003 ~esolution to the Newtcwn Tcwnshlp Board of Supervisors, out of concern 

" for the safety of lhelt residents (~ibit XIII, page 1 0). 

• The Rosefield Home As8ociaoon Board of Directors presented a September 21, 2004 . 
Resolution to the Newtown Township Board ·of Supervisors, out of c:oncem far the safety 
'of their residents (Exhibit XIV). ThiS Resolution was also presented to the Regional 
Traffic Plannir:lliT-ask Force at the Task Force meeting held on S~emt>er 29, 2004.• 

' The Regional Trame: Planning Task Force is headed by both State Representative David Stei and Stale 
Representative Scolt Petri 



R.R.T.S. 
Residents for Regional Traffic Solutions, Inc. 

POBox285 
Newtown, PA 18940 

RRTSbuckspa@ao l .com 

Mrs. Lynn Bush; Executive Director, Bucks County Planning Gommission 
Neshaminy Manor Center 
1260 Almshouse Road 
Doylestown, PA 18901 

September 23, 2005 

RE: Bucb Count)' Transportation Improvement Program (SCTIP) 

Dear Mrs. Bush, 

We respectfully request !hal you indude the attached two TIP project applications, that I am 
hand-delivering !Oday, in !he 2005 BCTIP: 

(1) lindenhUrst Road Traffic Calming, Phase II 
(2) Stoopville Road and Worthingion Mill Road Traffic Calming 

If you have any questions regarding !his request or the aCcompanying BCTIP applications, please 
call me at (215) 504-9670. 

As you know, our organization, Residents for Regional Traffic Solutions, Inc., is a regional 
citizens group that represents well in excess of 9,000 residents from Lower Makefield, Upper 
Makefield., Newtown, Wrightstown and Northampton Townships. I would like to inform lntorostod 
residents of the date/time forth& Bucks County Planning Commission public meeting for the 
BCTIP so they can plan. to attend. Can you please give me this intonnatlon? 

r 
I have not heard back from you regarding whether we will be permitted to show our critically 
Important 3-minute long CO-ROM at the BCnP public meeting. Our picture is worth a thousand 
words. I hope to hear from you soon and thank you for your consideration. 

CC: Governor Ed Rendell 
Secretary of Transportation, Allen Bie.hler 
Deputy Sea8t8ly of Highway AdminiS1nllion, Gary HOffman 
State Senator, Joe Conti · 
State Representative, David steil 
a..c:q Ccunty Comm~: Charles Martin, Sandra Miller, and James Cawley 1M-&( -di!/tv~ R 
Exeartlve Oiredon'OVRPC. John Coscia f/U/'-
Buc;l(s County Planrtlng Commission Board Chairman, Robert Grunmelor c1fo/ 17~ Mn: -tlv:S/, f' 
Rlcl1 Brahlor lfr, .b~d.. ,g 1 
Council Rod< Scho<>4 Board ~.;cant, Susan Vlcedomlnl; anc1 SUperinteodent, Marl< Klein /?:l.h te.r 
Pennsbury SChool Board President, Unda Pafsky, aod SUperintendent, Ralph Nuzzolo 
R.R.T.S.mombefship (mass e-mail) 
!!tJd(s County Courier nmes 
Yardley News &Advance 
Philadelphia Inquirer 5~'nui.. fi;rb'f; 

y eJ/ve.rr dtl:IL.: 
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~ Pucks County Planning Commission Pubiic Meeting 
r FY2007 Transportation Improvement Program 
.. 

ORAL TESTIMONY 

Persons Testifying: Susan Herman (Industrial Engineer, President of R.R.T.S.), 
Claudia Fountaine, Marcy Conti 

Organization: 

Date: 

Project Name: 

Residents for Regional Traffic Solutions, Inc. (R.R.T.S.) 
P.O. Box 285. 
Newtown, PA 18940 
ph: 215 504-9670, fax:215 504-0757 
emai:. RRTSbucksDa@aol.com 

October 20, 2005 # of Pages: .l/1. 

Stoopville Road Rehabilitation 

.. 

Thank you for this opportunity. My name is Susen Herman. I am an industrial enginkr 
with a degree in industrial engineering from Penn State University and president of 
Residents for Regional Traffic Solutions, Inc. or R.R. T.S. Our regional citizens group 
represents well in excess of 9,000 residents from five townships affeded by the 
inordinately high volume of truck traffic in our region - much of it quany truck traffiC. • '!'Je 
are opposing the StooDVil/e Road Rehabilitation Project. as we did two years ago (see 
Exhibit I, written testimony submitted to the Delaware Valley Regional Planning 
Commission, DVRPC, in the FY2005 TIP round). This is Claudia Fountaine and this is 
Marcy'Conti. · 

I woold like to give you some background (see TraffiC Flow Map, Exhibit IQ. The 
New Hope -Ivyland Railroad is here. Four booming Wrightstown Township quarries are 
located Ofl Swamp Rd, just 3.5 miles north of where Swamp Road becomes the 
Newtown Bypass (Route 332). The Newtown Bypass, a four-lane limited access divided 
highway buiH specifiCally for commercial· tralfte with $23 million taxpayer dollars, is the 
shortest, moSt lOgical Wt!rf for trucks to reach l-95 from the quarries and is the safest 
road in the region for trucks. Three routes made up of arterial highways go from the 
quarries to the Newtown Bypass: one route is Swamp Road, one route is PA TraffiC 
Route 232to PA Traffic Route 413,.and one route is PA Traffic Route 232to.PA Traffic 
Route 332. 

For more than 30 years, Joa<fed quany ~rucks were pre~ed from using Swamp- Road 
going south to 1-95 because of a series of weight restridlons systematicafly placed on 
culVerts along the road. There was a pattem that even our State Representative 
acknOIIIIIedged in pubrte forums. PeMDOT District 6 had a history of replacing a weight 
restricted culvert only to immediately inspect another culvert south of it and, 
unbelievably, weight-restrict IT! 

"The townships are Newtown, WrightstC7NO, Northampton, lower Makefield & Upper Makefield. 

I 
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In the last TIP round we informed you that more trnin 800 trucks per day were being 
diverted from swamp Road onto this heavily residentially-developed route (Worthington 
MiiV Stoopvillel lindenhurst Roads}, due to the 1 ~ton weight restriction on the culvert 
just south of Worthington MiD Road. Forced to use this longer, circuitous route 
comprised of Worthington Mill, Stoopville and lindenhurst Roads, the commerdal traffic 
needlessly endangered the welfare of over 8,000 residents. Compare the 155 access 
points, most residential driveways shown by blue pins, versus the 16 access points . 

· along this section [previously restncted section] of Swamp Road leading to the 
· aypass. Note also that it is 9.7 miles tr:om the quarries to tbe Newtown Bypass via the 
heavily developed residential route, versus 3.5 miles from the quarries to the NewtOwn 
Bypass via Swamp Road. There are 6 turns on the Worthington MiiV Stoopville/ · 
lindenhurst Road route, versus NO turns traveling south on Swamp Road. The 
circuitous route has trucks literally "bypassing the Bypass". 

Ne;~r misses bdween quarry trucks and school buses became all too frequent an 
occurrence along Worthington Mill, StoopvUie and lindenhurst Roads. We reported this 
to State Representative OS)Iid Ste.l in a ~ebruary 2004 letter, imploring him to reject the 
stooPVI7fe Road Rehabl7itatfon Project which would only make matters worse along this 
route (Exhibit !II). The proposed upgrade to Stoopv~lle Road would encourage more 
trucks to travel faster through neighborfloods where, as we speak, even more homes are 
going up. 

The truth Is, politicians were happy with the diversion of truck traffic onto Jhis heavily 
residentially-developed route. It took the tireless efforts of RRTS to finally reach the ear 
of l;>eputy Secietary Gary Hoffman, who supported replacing the restricted culvert and 
the det.efiorated culvert south of it SIMULTANEOUSLY. In January 2005 Swamp Road 
was finally opened to AU traffic for the first time In over 30 years. We are grateful to . 
Mr. Hoffman and his staff for ending this unconscionable manipulation of traffic and also 
for agreeing to have Pennq<>T Ha~b1,1rg study the Newtown Bypass traffic lights under 
its Traffic Signal Enhancement Initiative Program (Exhibit IV). Synchronization of the 
eleven traffic signals is -expected by June 2!J06." Residents are relieved now that 

·· Harrisburg has taken over, as Township offiCials failed to time the Bypass lights for 
years. In fact. the DVRPC recommended that Newtown Township make timing the lights 
its top priority project In a traffiC study as far back as 1986! 

We oppOse the stoooviffe Road Rehabilitation Project because it is essentially the 
middle leg of the •northern bypass alternative" studied in the OVRPC's 
1988 Newtown Township Traffic Study. Here is the map on Page #61 of the 1988 Studr 
(Exhibit V). The northern bypass, as shown here, is comprised of Worthington MiN 
Road, an upgraded intefSedion at Route 413 and Stoopville Road, upgraded StoopvUie 
Road, extended Silver Lake Road along Gauclcs bane, and upgraded Silver Lake Road 
out to the Newtown Bypass. The segment labeled "Upgrade Stoopville Road" is the 
location of the proposed stoopville Road Rehabilitation ProTect. The northern bypass 
route on this·map [page #6.1 of the 1988 Stvdy'J corresponds to these roads on the 
Traffic Flow Map. Silver Lake Road, which is in Newtown Township, runs paraflel to 
lindenhurst Road, which is primarily in Lower Makefield Town:ship. Silver Lake Roed i:s 
a local road with heavy residential development along it. 

•At the 9129105 meeting of the Regional Traffic Planning Task Force, Mr. Bill Laubach (PennOOT 
Harrisburg) informed us that the lights would not be synch onized unbl June 2006. I ftJ j; 19 
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·AHhough the DVRPC <X>Ilduded Un the 1988 Study) that the northern bypass was not 
the answer to the region's traffic woes, step by step CYVer the years, it is being 
constiucted behind residents' backs. Politicians deny this, but their actions speak louder 
than their words. Why has Stoopville Road been rehabilit.at.ed TWICE h'l the last five 
years at taxpayer cost of $1.5 milion dollars, and now the Stoopville Road Rehabiitation 
Project is calfmg for another $1.7 million doltars to further upgrade the road? The 
Stoopvi!le.Road Rehabilitation Profect cans for the realignment and signalization of the 
Washington Crossing Road intersection (EXhibit VI). Is il really mere coincidence that 
page #81 of the 1988 Sfudv states that "To affect the northern bypass via Stoopville 
Road, it is vital to realign this intersection:? (See EXhibit V.) Even more curious is 
politicians' refusal to give bac:lt the Rights-of-Way acquired along the undeveloped 
portion of Gaucks Lane. What possible reason can be given for this refusal, other than 
the Mt,~re northern bypass? · 

The StoopvHfe Road RehabUdation Project also addresses variable lane widths and 
horizontal alignment which will result in widening and straightening the road, bringing 
higher volumes of Commercial traffic at even g~ speeds through residential 
neighborhoods. Page #64 of the 1988 Stuclv states, "Some or the benefits of the 
north em bypass scenario, in particular the diversion of gravel trucl<s, may be achieved 
with limited Improvements to Stoopvllle Road." (See Exhibit V.) We cannot support· 
eliminating curves which serve presently as desperately-needed traffic calming 
measures. We cannot support widening Stoopville's eleven- foot lanes. 

Residents lmplo.re you to replace the StoopvUfe Road Rehabilitation Project with the 
Stoopvilfe RD and Worthington Miff RD ·Traffic Ca/m!i?q Project that R.R.T.S. has 
submitted for a second time, in this TIP round .. (See Exhibits VII and.VIII, TIP 
appriCStions submitted in FY2005 and FY2007 TIP rounds.) Traffic calming measures 
shoulcllnclude horizontal and vertical deflection to ensure that traffic travels in a manner 
consistent wiUi the heavy residential land use aloilg the roacl. A September 2004 
Rosefielcl Home Association resolution (Exhibit IX). implored Newtown Township 
Supervisors to embrace a Regional Citizens Committee resolution (EXhibit X) rejecting 
the Stoopville Road Rehabilitation Project because it would exacerbate an already 
volatile public Safety issue and urging PennDOT to replace the p~ project with 
traffiC calrriing measures, instead. 

In a July 2003 letter to the president of the Council Rock School Board, an 'Eagleton 
Fanns sub-division representative said, -we hope that you (as we, and aU other parents) 
find this serious safety Issue one that has been ignored for too tong." (See EXhibit XI.) 

In the last TIP round, R.R.T.S. implored the DVRPC to reject any attempt to upgrade the 
functional dassifK:ation of StoopviDe Road from a Minor Collector Road to an Arterial 
Highway because this would "disquaflfy the road for traffic calming m~res. We 
recently became alanned (on June 23, 2005), when State Representative Steil's 
Regional Traffic Planning Task Force decided to review the functional classifications of 
all roadways in their Buclcs Couritv Reaional Traf6c Studv for poSSible revision. This is a 
set-up for upgrading Stoopvitle Road to an arterial highway and making it into a northern 
bypass. Or, should I say, a "Baclcyard Bypass"! 
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As an Industrial Engineer, I can a8sure you that sound ~gineering p~ dictate we 
should not be looking at fuhdfonal classification changes and Improvements to Collector 
Roads before the eleven iraffic lights on the Newtown Bypass are synchronized and the 
Bypass is functioning at a high level. It is common sense that the Newtown Bypass· 
should be brought up to speed, and drive.s given time to change their traffic patterns, 
before assessing whether changes ~ould be made to lower level roads like Stoopville 
Road. Traffic volumes on StoopvHie Road are much higher than they should be due to 
the HI-functiOning Newtown Bypass and neglecled arterjal highways leading to. Let's 
face it, Stoopville Road has been forced ,to function more like an artery. 

Residents concur with Lower Makefield's letter of opposition submitted during the last 
TIP round. It said, "The SupeNiSOIS feel It is Cfitical that indus1Iiallraflic be channeled to 
the Newtown Bypass and mat the rehabilitation of Stoopville Road will only prove to 
further invite large truck traffic through residential neighborhoods at high speeds. It 
should be recognized that cortimen::iaf.trafftc is best suited for the higher level ~s in 
the Lower Bucks County region, thalis, PA:rraffic Routes 413, 232, 332, Newtown 
Bypa~ and SWamp Road which is the location of four industrial quarries.• (See Ex. XII). 

A picture is worth a thousand words. We can expect the dangerous mix of traffic show,n 
in this video to return to local neighborhoods in even greater volumes and greater 
speeds if the StooqviTie Road Reh8bt7itation Project goes through. The Bypassing the 
Bvpass video on this CO-ROM (Exhibit XIII), shows-.the cut-through traffic on the 
residential route prior to Swamp ~oad being opened to ALL traffic in January 2005." It 
starts with traffic exiting off 1-95 and traveling west on the Newtown Bypass. Ninety 
percent of industrial traffic turns off onto Linden hum Road, the first leg of the residential 
route. The green numbers on the map represent film locations in the video. The 
CD-ROM speaks for itself. . · 

E~ineering design and proper infrastructure require that arteries be upgraded to 
function effiCiently for arterial use and that capillary roads, or collector roads, be saf~ 
guarded for residential use. The· Sfoopville Road Rehabflitatfon Project Is really part of a 
"Backyard Bypass". the con!"lruction of which win breach the public trust of more than 
9,000 unsuspecting citizens. Once again. this Board [Bucks County Planning 
Commission Board) has the chance to do the right thing. Please reject this project once 
and for all. 

"The CD-ROM contains 3 videos en61Jed ByDBssinq the Bypass, C8St?<YW 3 Newscasi (aill!d on 
615103) and Truck Daooeron Worthington MUI Roact: 

r 
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lEx~·t:.D R.R.T.S. 

Residents for Regionc:~l_ Tr.~ffic Solutions, Inc. 
PO Box285. 

Newtown, PA 1.8940 
RRTSbuckspa@aol.com 

BUCKS COUNTY PLANNING COMMISSION WRITTEN TESTIMONY SUBMISSION 

Submitted by: Susan Herman (Industrial Engineer, President of R.R. T.S .) Date: 1<ll20105 
# of pages: '1!1. 

Project Name: Stoopvlr/e Road RehabRitat/on 

OBJECTIVES: 

• We ask the Bucks GOU"Ity Planning Commission to go on reoord against the 
Stooovfl/§ Road Rehabifjlatjoa Proiect which is, once again, being submitted as a Bucks 
County TIP project. (See Exhibit J, FY2005 TIP application). This project is being falsely 
promoted as a safety improvement to mitigate the traffiC safety Crisis that exi~ on· 
StoopVille Road, a minor residential collector road with_ thousands of i&sidents living 
along il . . 

• We oppose the stoopville Road Rfmabifdat!on Project because it Is essentially the middle 
leg of the "northem bypass aHemative" studied in the Delaware Vaiiey Regional Planning 
Commission's 1988 Newtown ToWnship Traffic study (see Ex: II; ooVei page and 
page tfs 61, 64 and 81 of the §i/JJ!M. The 4JQradi!s in this pro)ed wiU result In higher 
volumes of commercial tran'ic traveling Stoopvllle Road at even greater speeds, further · 
e_ncouraglng buck tramc to bypass the Newtown Bypass. The fact that politicians ~rt 
this project' validates Ot.l" belief that there is strong pressure in our region to upgrade the 
functional dassification of Stoopviiie Road to an arterial highway. In an alarmirig new 

· development on· June 23, 2005, State Representative David Steil's Regional Traffic 
Planning Task Force decided to review the functional dassifications of all roadways in 
tpeir Bucks County Reqional T f8ffic Study for poSsible revisions (see meeting minutes, 
Exhibit X\1). This is a set-up for upgrading Stoopville Road to an arterial highway! . . . 
To the contrary, good engineering practice dictates that strong measures are needed to 
calm lraflic on Stoopville Road s0 that traffic travels in a manner consistent with the 
adj8cent heavy residential land use. Traffic ceiming measures, including those that 
incorponrte hOrizontal and vertical deflection,are needed. 

• Engirieer,ing design and pr-optir infrastructure require that" arteries be upgraded to function 
efficiently for arterial use and that capillary roadS, or collector roadS, be safe-guard(ld fcir 
residential use. Politicians and PennDOT District 6 have failed to do this. We have an 
il~ Newtown Bypass where ten tr:affic lights ootween arterial highway SWamp 

Road (locaUon of four booming quarries) and Interstate 95 are not Umed properly (see 
Exhibit Ill; July 11, :zoos latter from Deputy Secretary Gary Hoffman to Mi". Teny 
Fedorchak). We have neglected arterial highways leading to the Newtown Bypass. This 
needs to be remedied. . 

• AI~ it was concluded in the DVRPC's 1988 New(own Town§hip TCBffic Stydythat 
the northern bypass Vt'8S not the &nSW8( to the region's traffic woes, step by step over the 
years, it is being cons1nJct~ behintl residents' backs. The Stoopvil(e Road Rehabil;tation 
Project is yet another step. Well in excess of 9,000 unsuspecting citizens will.end up . , 
with an arterial system jammed through their back yards. It is time to stop this major 
breach of public trust. 



Trafflc-vofumes OJt Stoopvi/19 Road are higher thafl lllev should bo 

• A 'residential route' comprised of Worthingtoo Min, Stoopville and lindenhurst Roads (all 
minor residential collector roads) is used as a cut-through that liten~lly bypasses the 
Newtown Bypass by traffic·en route to and from 1-95. (See Exhibit f'./, Traffic Flow Map.) 

• lhere are 6 turns and 155 access points (most residential driveways) on the 'rellidential 
route' and well In excess of 9,000 residents Hving along it. It Is 9. 7 mnes from the 
qoanies to the Newtown Bypass via this route. 

• Compare this to no turns and 16 access points along the section of swamp Road 
between Worthington Mill Road and the Newtown Bypass. It is 3.5 miles from the 
quarries to the Newtown Bypass via this route. 

• Driven~ developed the habit or using the 'reSidential route' as a cut-thfoogh because •.• 

(a) •.• there are ten unti!l*l traffic lights on the Newtown Bypass between Swamp 
Road and ~95. (Hard to beli&Ve, sir\ce the bypass was built specifically to handle 
commercial traffic using $23 milf!On taxpayer dollars and timing the lights was 
identifi&d as Newtown Township's number one top priority project in·lha OVRPC's 
1988 Newtown Towashio Traffic Sfudy.) 

(b) ... for more than thirty (30) yean~, heavy truck traffic was diverted off arterial 
highway ~mp Road due to a series of weight reslric!ions systematically placed on 

• culverts along the road. We are greteful for the good will and expertise of Deputy 
Secretary Hoffman and his staff, who replaced the remaining deteriorated Q.llverts on 
swamp Road In 2004 and finally opened the road to AU traffic In January, 2005. 

• StoopvJne Road has been forced to fundion more like an artery because of the
mismanagement of arterial highways in our region. This needs to be '-"'dona. 

• PennOOT Harrisburg Is ncr-N overseeing liming tha lights on the Newtown Bypass and the 
promised completion date In Deputy Secretary Hoffman's July 2005letter Is lata Fall 
2005 (see Exhibit Ill). In an update given at the September 29, 2005 meeting of tha 
Regional Traffic Planning Task F6rca, Mr. BUI Laubach (PennOOT Harrisburg) Informed 
us thaf the completion data has ncr-N slipped to June 2006. 

• It Is unconscionable that the Regional Traffic Planning Task Force has deck;fed to review 
the functional classifications of roadways in their Bvcks CountrReaional Tl!lfflc study for 
possible revision before the eleven lraf'li<i signals on lha Newtown Bypass are 
synchronized and drivers have time to break the habit or using the 'residential route" as a 
cut-ltvough. This is putting the cart before the horsal · 

Northern bf!PUS Is an olQil!!C)ron 

• Page #61 of the 1988 Newtown Townsbip Traffjc Study is a map of tha 'northern bypass" 
(Exhibit II). It is c:omprisad of Wa1hington MUI Road, upgraded Stoopvllla Road, 
extended Silver lake Road along Gat..!Cks Lana, and upgraded Silver Lake Road out to 
the Newtown Bypass. The segment labeled 'Upgrade Stoop11ille Road' corresponds to 
the StOODViJie Road RebabVitaljon Proled. Silver t,.aka Road, which is in Newtown 
Township, 1U1S parallel to l.indenlust Road, which Is primarily in Lower Makeflald 
Township (see Exhibit IV; pink lines on Traffic Flow Map). Silver Lake Road has heavy 
residential development along it. 

r 
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• Newtown Ta....nsf:lip has purposefully acquired Rights-ot-way along lhe full length or 1he 
' 11011hem bypass' route, yet Township oflidals maintain !hat lhe northern bypass concept 
i!' 'deed". wtry, !her!. do ollldals refuse ~o give back 1he RigJts-of Way acquired along 
lhe undeveloped portion of Gaucks Lane, when residents ask !hem to do so? 

• It is utterly beyond belief that this collection of tiny minor residential collector roads is 
being considered as a northern bypass whidl will en<XX.I'aQS trucks to go 1he wrong way· 
in their approach to the Newta....n Bypass. This is not a northern bypass; this is a 
' Backyard Bypass' ! · · 

• The stoopyille Road Rehab8ifation Project •. • 

(a) .•. addresses "variabie lane widths' and ' horizontal alignment' (Exhibit 1), which 
means 1hal the road will be widened and straighteryed. \Nhile wa can support 
widening and S!J'alghtening aierial highways, WI! find it haza'dous to do so on lhls 
collector road that runs through residential neighborhoods. • It will increase lhe 
hazard to residents,- Inviting truck aashes in lheir front and back yards. Page #64 of 
lhe 1988 Newtown Tow0$hlp Study atates, 'Some of 1he benefits of lhe northern 
bypass scenario, In partirular lhe dNerslon of gravel !rucks, may be achieved with 
limited improvements to Stoopville Road. • (See Exhibit II). Encouraging lhe <ftvef'Sion 
of dangerous COITU11ef'!lial tramc ttvough residential neighborhoods is not a ' benefit", 
according 10 good engineering practices . 

(b) ... calls for realignment and signalization of 1he intersection wilh Washington 
Crossing Road. Page #81 of~ 1988 Newtown Township Trame Stuc!v says, 'To 
affect a northern bypass via Stoopvma Road, it is vital to realign !his Intersection! 
(See Exhibit II.) 

• Stoopville Road has been rehabilitated two times in the past five years at taxpayers' 
cost of $1.5 million doll~n. wtry is this road being revisited? The S!oooviUa Road 
ReiJabiTitalion Project calls for another $1.7 million taxpayer dollars! 

• Wny di~ Urban Engineer's 2002 SwamP Road.EnQioeerina Study (which cost taxpayers 
$100,000) rerommend that: arterial t-ighway Swamp Road only have eleven (11) foot 
wide lanes? Swamp Road offers the most direct north/south route between 1-95 and our 
county seat. It is an a~ariat highway that becomes. !he Newtown Bypass, a four-4ane · 
limited access divided highway that Intersects with 1-95. 

• In 1988, experienced global planners IKJggeSted at 1he State Transportation Commission 
hearing for the TIP (chaired 11Y 1hen Sealltary of Transportation, HoWard Yerusallm) that 
a TRUE NORTJiERN BYPASS be constructed. This would n.n norlhlsouth between 
Route 13 and J.a>, bypass.ingYardlayontheeast, andn.nfrom the PATumpike and 1-95 
to 1-78 using portions of Routes 413 and 611, on the west. The latter received interest 
amongst counties to the nor1h already 'M)ftcing with counties in New Jersey, and all of 
!hem coalesced wilh forces in Washinglon. . 

• Such a TRUE NORTHERN BVPASSI true artery system would free local roads from 
north and SCI.IIt1boc.m arterial traffic.. Such an arterial delivery system makes a lot more 
sensa 1han using 1he two-bit minor collector roads previously mentioned in this testimony 
(Worthington MiiV Stoapvillel Lindenhurst/ SilVGI' Lake Roads and Gaucks I..Bne). It would 
offer a true remedy to our region's traffic woes. 

'R.R. T.S. cannot support erminating curvH which presently serve as desperate~ needed tralfic calming 
rneas<~teS on SloopviOe Road nor can- support widening the road's eleven (11) fool wide lanes. 
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SuoervlsOI'$ Object 

• In the FY2005 TIP round, Lower Makefield Township submitted two letters of opposition 
to the Stoopvi/le Road Rehabi/jfytion Proiect. (See Elchibit V; Februaty 10, 2004 letter to 
State Representative David Steil and May 2/?, 2004 letter to Mr. John Coscia, Executive 
Director! OVRPC.) The letter to Mr. Coscia states, "The Supervisors feel it is ai1ical that 
industrial traffic be dlanneled to the Newtown Bypass and that the rehabilitation of 
Stoopvllle Road will only prove to further invite large truck traffic through residential 
net~s at high speeds. It should be recognizea that commercial traffic is best 
suited for the higher level roads in the Lower Bucks County region, that is, PA Traffie 
Routes 413, 232, 332, Newtown Bypass and Swamp Road which is the location of four 
industrial quarries." 

Reilfonal Citizens Committee Obiecfs 

• The Regional Citizens Committee (RCC) is a $Ub.{:ommitt~ of the DVRPC. In the 
FY2005 TIP round, the RCC asked the OVRPC to andofse this Resolutlon: 

7he DVRPC Regiorlal Citizens Committee has teamed that PennDOT will be meeting 
shortly to determine regional tisfflc sclvtions that wiD affect Undenhurst, Stoopville and 
Wo~ington Mill Roads in Bucks County .. The RCC rejects the COIICI3pt of the stpopville 
Road Rehabilitation Project because it 9)(8Cerbales 811 already volab1e public safety 
issue. We urr;e PennDOT to consider replacing this project with tramc calming measures 
that would maintain capacity and improva public safely on this minor collector road. 
(Cunently Stoopvil/8 Road is comprised of a heavily developed residential community 
with the potential for a minimum of several hundred additional homes, mailing the safety 
of residents and their children a major concem. )" 

c~ttzeal erotHt 

• In the FY2005 TIP round, R.R.T.S. (and other citizens) offered oral and written testimony 
in opposition to the stoopvi/18 Roaci Rehabilitation Project at hearingS held by the State . 
Transportation Commission, Bucks County Planning Commission (BCPC), and Delaware 
Valley Regional Planning Commission. (See Exhibit VI; written testimony submitted by 
RR T.S. to the DVRPC.) 

• At the same hearings, R.R. T.S. offered oral and written testimony in favor of FY2005 TIP 
applications asking for tra1lic calming measures on Worthington Milf, Stoopville and 
Undenht.rst Roads. (See Exhibit VII; TIP applications submittad by LOW8( Makefield 
Townsl1ip and R.R T.S. and writlan testimony submittad by R.R. T.S. to the BCPC.) 

• R.R T.S. submitted two TIP project applications to ths BCPC to be included in the current 
[FY2007] TIP round. The applications were for projects entitled Stpopyjlte Roacl and 
Worfhinqfpn Mill Roacl Traffic Calmjng and Lindenhurst Road Tli!fflc Calming Phase II 
(see Exhibit XVI). 

• RR. T.S. asked State Representative Steil to go on record against the StootMI/e Roacl 
Behabifitat!oo Pro/ect In a letter dated February 6, 20Q4. (Exliibit VIII). The latter stated 
that this project would worsen the curent sltiJatlon, where near -misses between quarry 
trucks and sctlool buses had become all too frequent an oa:urence. Representative Steil 
did not take a position on the project. He publidy stated that the Stoopvllle Road issua is 
a decision for the Newtown Townsnip Board of Supervisors to address, not for him to 
address. He maintains that the Stoopville Roac! Rehabiftfatjon Profect is an intemal 
project that "is a proprtetary to Newtown Township". (See Exhibit IX; specffically, page #2. 
of the minutes for the November 29, 2004 Regional Traffic Planning Task Foree 
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meeting.) Residents find his statement to be a virtual endorsement of the project. This 
project Is not proprietary to one township since other townships a-e involved. Stoopville 
Road runs through Newtown, Wrightstown, Upper Makefield and Lower Makefield 
Townships. 

RaiiOptJoq 

• Given the public safety crl$is and congestion in our region as a result of the inordinalety · 
high volume of truck traffic here, it is beyond belief that ITlOf8 attention has not been given 
to legislation going through Congress to use parallel rail routas to relieve congestiQn rrom 
highways. 

A Dkfuf! 4 worth a tlrog&and wonts 

• Please refer to Exhibit X, a CO-ROM entitled Bvoassina the Bvo8s§. The Co:ROM 
contains 3 videos entitled Bvpassing the Byous CBSIKYW3 Newscast 
(alfed on 615103), and Tf!JOk Danaeron Worlhfngton Mill Road. We ask you to view this 
13 minute long CD-ROM In its entirety. 

• Residents along the 'residential route' cen expect the dangerous mix of tral!ic sl1own In 
the Bypassina the Bvpsss video to return to their neighbomoods in geatec-volumes and 
greater speeds if the stpnnvi/le Roa<l Rahabt7ih!tinn Project goes through. This video 
shows the c:ut-tilrough lraffic on the 'residential route' prior to Swamp Road being 
opened to ALL traffic in Janl181)' 2005. It starts with lraffic exiting off 1-95 and traveling 
west qn the Newtown Bypass. Ninety percent .(90%) of industriallraffic l\n1s off onto 
Undenhurst Road, the first leg of the residential route. (See Exhibit IV; green numbers 
on Treflic Flow Map correspond to film locations in the video. Also see Exhibit XI; 
comment81)' that accompanies the video.) 

•· It is no wonder that strong opposition to this project has prevented it, time and again, 
from being sel~edforthe Fnt FourYeers of the Twelve Year Plan. 

• It is time for Newtown Tawrr.;hip officials to stop demonstrating their interest in waiting out 
the opposition, so they can slip this project through, perhaps even as a TIP amendment 

Scboo/admfnlmtws IIQd mldeats hJ\'! cded out 

• School ads)llnlstrators and residents have cried out because of the dangerous mix of 
tral!ic that has been encouraged to use the 'residential route' (Worthington MiU, 
StoopviDe and Undenhl.r.lt Roads). 

• Exhibit XII OJntains communications involving the Pennsbury School District ll'nd Grey 
Nun N:ademy. (The Information was taken 11om a c1ocument entitled Ul!!lt!ipe d Lelt!t!, Bleats 
and MHtjnos Alltorltd by Membg!s df?esjdeotf tor Rga;ooeJ T!8ffjc SoMjons, /nc,: Octobec 
1~71· A!IO!l$( 1, 20061. 

Note the newspaper artide on page 7 of Exhibit XII. In November, 2002 the 
principal of Quany Hill Elementary (one of three elementary schools located just 
off Undemurst Road), stated at a Lower Makefield Township Board of 
Supervisors meeting, 'We take a chance every day when we put hundreds of 
kids from Afton, Quarry Hill and the Grey Nun Academy on the buses up 
there ... It's a matter of time. We need to take the issue into our own hands and 
do what~ need to do ... we have to take back the road [Undenhurst). • 

• Exhibit XIII contains communications involving the Council Roell Sdlool District {Some 
communications are taken from a docornenl enlllled Umelfne of Lette~ Events end Meet/nos 
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Altend#Jd by Membel'$ "'Rlesldenta for Regional Tnttl'ir: SoMjons. 1[11!.: October. 1971-Auou.st 1. 
200.5!. 

A July 14, 20031etter from en Eagleton Fams Subdivision representative to the 
Counal Rock School Board PI'9Sid91lt states: ·we hope that you (as we, and all 
oth9f' parents) find this serious safety issue [on Stoopville Road} Orie that has been 
Ignored for tog long.' (Exhibit XIII, pages B-10). 

In a June 2003 letter to Penn DOT, the superintendent of COIJI'ldl Rock School 
District stated this about Worthington Mm Road: 'The safe\}' of OU" students Is of 
paramount importance ... we have averaged stopping 40 times per day on this 
relatively short stretch of winding, 08IfCW road. Worthington Mill Road under 
present cond'rtlons and circumstances requires action to insure the safety of our 
students.' (See Exhibit XIII, page 7.) 

In a Match 2004 letter to Governor Ed Reodell, the superintendent of Council Rock 
School District stated this about Worthington Mill Road, 'Oix administration has 
received many reports of quaoy trucks passing stopped school buses from our 
drivers, school sttJdents, and patents. The 34,000 lb. to 80,000 lb. truckS often are 
unable to stop in lime. Parents of school students presented me with videotape of 
70 heavy trucks traveling Worthington Mill from 8:00am. to 9 a.m. on Jan,uary 13, 
2004, when our buses were I1XIning . . The potential for a tragic accident is clear 
end present.' (See Exhibit XIII, pages 11-12.) 

• The Board of Trustees of the Eagleton Farms Homeowners Association presented a 
July 9, 2003 Resolution to the Newtown Township Board of Supervisors, out of concern 
for the safety of their residents (Exhibit XIII, page 1 0). 

• The Roselie/d Home Association Board of Directors presented a September 21, 2004 
Resolution to the ~own Township Board of Supervisors, out ofconcem for the Gafety 
of th8ir residents (Exhibit XIV). lhls Resolution was also presented to the Regional 
Traffic Planning Task Force at the Task Force meeting held on September 29, 2004.• 

R•ldents c/e.SeiVe more 

• If the Stoooyi//e Roac! Rebabilitatlon Profect goes through and the northern bypass 
studied by the DVRPC is constructed behind residents' backs, right In iheirback yards, 
this will be a major bread! of public trust. We ask the Bucks County Planning 
Commission to reject this project, once and for all 

• The Regional Traffic Planning Tak Forc:e Is headed by both state Representative Oavkl Sleil and Slate 
Representative Scolt Plrtri. 

r 



Re51dents for Regional Traffic. Solutions, Inc. 
PO Box285 · 

Mrs. Lynn Bush 

Newtown, PA 18940 
RRTSb~l.com 

ExeaJ!ive Director, Bucks County Planning Commission 
1260 Almshouse Road 
Neshaminy Manor Center 
Doylestown, PA 18901 

October 24, 2005 

RE: Oral and written testimony opposing the Stoopville RQ Rehabilitation Prolect 
offered at the 10120105 Bucks County Planning Commission (BCPC) TIP public meeting 

Dear Mrs. Bush, 

Thank you for the opportunity to oft'er orel 'and written testimony regarding the Fv2007 TIP at the 
public meeting you held last week. At Ms. Susanne McKeon's request, I am herld-delivering 
eleven additional copies• of our 01'81 testimony dissertation to you today, to be distributed to ead'l 
member' of the BCPC Board in this week's packet There is also a copy for you and Mr. 
Mclllhinner. · · 

Please note that I did not include our CO-ROM with the oral testimony dissertation, as we 
already proVided ead'l Boaro member, Mr. Mcllhii1ney and you with the CO-ROM as part of the 
Written testimony dissertation we provided for each on meeting night.. We thank you, in 
actv'ance, for distributing our' oral and written testimonies to the aforementioned parties. 

• ~copies of our oral testimony dissertation were submitted on meeting night 

- Eleven copies of our written testimony were provided for Board members, Mrs. Bush and 
Mr. Mcllhlnney. 

CC: Governor Ed Rendell 
Sea ela.y OfT n!l'lSPOrt3tion, Allen Biehler 
Deputy Secretary of Highway Administration, Gary Hoffman 
Executive birectorlOVRPC, John Cosda , 
Bucks County Commissioners: Charles Martin, Sandra Miller, and James Cawley 
Bucks C®nty Pfamlng Commission Board Members 
Mr. Char1es Mcllhinney, Esquire 
Rich Brahler 
Dave·JoMson 
Council Rock School Board President, Susan Vicedomini; and Superintendent, Mark Klei~ 
Pennsbuy School Board President, Unde Palsky; and Superintendent. Ralph Nuzzolo I f'!. Ja9 
~R.T.S.membership (mass e-mail) Jt> J 

~:::-~-.. -··~=:;::;::,~:ames-·-· · -----·--- ~--~-rr---;-:~'71--··r-.~-- ~·----
' Philadelphialnquirer ~'cl. b1 Dlh: lf t:A11MdODt-t:J: 
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R.R.T.S. 
Residents for Regional Traffic Solutions, Inc. 

PO Box 285 
Newtown, PA 18940 

RRTSbuckspa@aol.com 

3c..p·_s 

/ltt'~IZ/JTf JJZ: 
~ 7 f9-" diJfldtn€/>fJ 

Draft DVRPC FY 2005 Transportation Improvement Program (Pennsylvania) 

WRITTEN TESTIMONY SUBMISSION: June 3, 2004 # Pageslfi., #Exhibits.kt 

RE: Project Name: Stoopville Road Rehabilitation Prolect 
(FY 2005 TIP project submitted by Newtown Township) 

OBJECTIVE: 

Although the Stooovi/le Boad Rehabilitation Project was not placed In the DVRPC FY2005 
DRAFT TIP, we anticipate there may be oral or written testimony requesting that it be added or 
that this project may be forwarded to the DVRPC in the future for consideration as a TIP Action. 
Since implementation of this project will escalate the traffic safety crisis that already exists on 
Stoopville Road, we ask the Delaware Valley Regional Planning Commission (DVRPC) to go on 
record NOW against the concept of the project and in support of traffic calming measures that will 
maintain capacity and Improve public safety on this road. 

o We ask the DVRPC to endorse the Regional Citizens Commlttee (RCC) resolution regarding the 
Stoopville Road Rehabilitation Project that reads: 

"The DVRPC Regional Citizens Committee has learned that Penn DOT will be meeting shortly to 
determine regional traffic solutions that will affect Undenhurst, stoop ville and Worthington Mill 
Roads In Bucks County. The RCC rejects the concept of the stoopville Road Rehabilitation 
Project because it exacerbates an already volatile public safety issue. We urge PennDOT to 
consider replacing this project with traffic calming measures that would maintain capacity and 
Improve public safetY on this minor collector road. (Currently Stoopville Road is comprised of a 
heavily developed residential community with the potential for a minimum of several hundred 
additional homes, making the safety of residents and their children a major concern.)" 

o In addition, since movement of stone by rail would Improve the quarry truck safety Issues on 
our residential roads, including Stoopville Road, we ask the DVRPC to endorse the RCC 
resolution, RAIL GONDOLAS AS ALTEBNAUVE TO QUARRY TRUCKS ON SWAMP 
ROAD, which reads, 

•Transporting stone by trucks from the Bucks County quarries creates dangers on the present 
highway routes. Complaints from the community are frequently heard regarding the Impact of the 
current routes to their public safety. The trucks also create wear and tear on light-duty roads. The 
RCC proposes that the potential rail carriers concerned create an alternate rail route that takes 
most of the truck movement off the highway and onto the rails using existing rail lines and 
technologies. The RCC believes this idea has great merit, and we urge DVRPC to encourage 
these carriers to submit a proposal for moving the aggregate by rail. • 

o Lastly, we Implore the DVRPC to reject any attempt to upgrade the functional classification of 
Stoopvllle Road from a Minor Collector Road to an Arterial Highway. If Sloopville Road is 
upgraded to an Arterial Highway, it will no longer qualify ror traffic calming measures which 
are essential to traffic using this road in a manner consistent with the high level of residential 
development townships have placed there. 



SUMMARY: (. 0 The speakers who gave oral testimony on June 3, 2004 represent Residents for Regional ( '" 
Traffic Solutions, Inc. (RRTS), a regional citizens' group. Members are from Lower 
Makefield, Upper Makefield, Newtown, Wrightstown end Northampton Townships and the 
organization represents well in excess of 8, 000 residents. 

0 A high volume of heavy truck traffic is bypassing Route 332, the Newtown Bypass (a four 
lane, limited access diVIded highway), end using Lindenhurst, Stoopvllle and Worthington Mill 
Roads (all minor, residenUal collector roads) as a cut-through en route to 1-95. The cut-
through quarry truck traffic Is compelled to push the speed limit, as drivers are paid by the 
toad and the Industry often promises on time deliveries. Truckers know that they ere tess 
likely to be stopped on minor roads. Dozens of school buses that necessarily usa these roads 
to pick up and drop off our children are mixed with, In excess of, BOO heavy trucks/day 
weighing up to 80,000 pounds each .. Numerous near-misses have been reported 
Involving heavy trucks, school buses and our school children, as reported by RRTS In 
a February, 2004 1etter to Representative David Stell (Exhibit 1). Road rage Is fostered 
by the Inappropriate mix of dangerous traffic traveling through our neighborhoods. 
We are experiencing a traffic safety crisis on these secondary roads. 

CJ The cut-through route comprised of Lindenhurst, Stoopville and Worthington Mill Roads wilt 
be referred to as the ' residential route• throughout this document 

CJ Traffic coming from 1-95 travels west along the Newtown Bypass for X mile and then turns 
north onto Lindenhurst Road, the first leg of the 9. 7 mile, circuitous residential route (see 
Traffic Flow Map, Exhibit II). This route continues along Stoopvlile and Worthington Mill 
Roads. In total, there are In excess of 155 access points, most residents' d~iveways (blue 

- dots) and feeder roads from sub-divisions housing over 7,000 residents. There are four 
Wrightstown quarries located on Swanip Road (a Principal Arterial Highway), just 3 miles r-
northwest of where the Newtown Bypass becomes Swamp Road . 

.... 
0 On the enclosed CD-ROM (Exhibit Ill), video #1 , entllled BYPASSING THE BYPASS, shows 

over 90% of the heavy CQmmerclal traffic turning off the Newtown Bypass and using the 
residential route as a cut-through, beginning with Lindenhurst Road. When vieWing this 
video, please refer to the map In Exhibit II, as the green, pte-shaped markers point to the 
filming locations referenced In the video. Also note that the video script is Exhibit IV. 

CJ Residents are fearful for their children and themselves who must regularly travel the sa 
routes. This Is a suburban/rural setting whereby residents must travel by car or school bus 
for their dally activities outside the home. In November, 2002 the principal of Quarry Hill 
Elementary (one of three elementary schools located just off Lindenhurst Road), stated this at 
a Lower Makefield Township Board of Supervisors meetfng, 'We take e chance every day 
when we put hundreds of kids from Afton, Querry Hill end the Grey Nun Academy on the 
buses up there ... lt's a matter of time. We need to take the Issue into our own hands and do 
what we need to do ... we have to take back the [Lindenhurst] road.'(See newspaper article; 
page 7. Exhibit V). 

0 Exhibit V contains communications that focus on the traffic safety crisis along the residential 
route and involve the Pennsbury School District and the Grey Nun Academy. 
This information was taken from a document entitled Timeline of Letters, Events and 
Mealing~ 8tte(!Qed b~ Members of Besldents for Regional Traffic Solutions, Inc. (October, 
1971- October B, 2003!. 

0 On July 9, 2003 the Board of Trustees of the Eagleton Farms Homeowners Association 

• (EFHA) presented a Resolution at the Newtown Township Board of Supervisors meeting that 

( stated, • ... WHEREAS, lha EFHA has followed I he regional traffic Issues, which include the 
Increased truck traffic on Stoopvifle Road, out of concern for the safety of its residents ... the 
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Board of Trustees requests the Newtown Township Board of Supervisors to direct the 
township's engineer to conduct a study of potential traffic calming measures for Stoopville 
Road ... [and) direct that a presentation on the study results be made at a regularly scheduled 
NTBS meeting within 60 days of this date. • (See Exhibit VI) 

a Exhibit VII contains communications that focus on the traffic safety crisis and involve the 
Council Rock School District•. A July 14, 20031etter from an Eagleton Fanns Subdivision 
representative to the Council Rock School Board President states this about Stoopville Road: 
"We hope that you (as we, and all other parents) find this serious safety Issue one that has 
been Ignored for too long." (Exhibit VII , pages 8-10). 

In a June, 2003 letter to PennDOT (Exhibit VII, page 7), the superintendent of Council 
Rock School District stated this about Worthington Mill Road: "The safely of our students 
Is of paramount Importance ... we have averaged stopping 40 times per day on this 
relatively short stretch of winding, narrow road. Worthington Mill Road under present 
conditions and circumstances requires action to insure the safety of our students. • 
Videos #2 and #3 on the enclosed CD-ROM (Exhibit Ill) show you why. (Video #2 is a 
CBS/KYW 3 NEW$ SEGMENT that aired at 6 PM on June 5, 2003 and video #3 is 
entitled TRUCK DANGER on WORTHINGTON MILL R9AD.} 

In a March, 20041etter to Governor Ed Rendell (Exhibit VII, pages 11-12), the 
superintendent of Council Rock School District stated this about Worthington Mill Road, 
' Our administration has received many reports of quarry trucks passing stopped school 
buses from our drivers, school students, and parents. The 34,000 lb. to 80,000 lb. trucks 
often are unable to stop in time. Parents of school students presented me with videotape 
of 70 heavy trucks traveling Worthington Mill from 8:00a.m. to 9 a.m. on January 13, 
2004, when our buses were running. The potential for a tragic accident is clear and 
present." 

o Residents are outraged that the traffic safety crisis on the residential route has been brought 
about and encouraged by PennDOT District 6 and state and local politicians who have been 
satisfied to keep Swamp Road closed to heavy trucks for over 30 years and who have 
accepted untimed lights on the Newtown Bypass, despite a 1988 OVRPC study (Newtown 
Township Traffic Study} that placed synchronization of the bypass lights as Newtown 
Township's No. 1 top priority project (fully funded at that time). 

o The danger exists due to the failure of PennOOT District 6 and local and state officials to 
address the functional deficiencies on the principal arterial highways in our region. These 
parties continue to implement changes step by step that make our minor residential collector 
roads more conducive for use by industriallraffic and make the arterial highways in our 
region leas conducive for use by industrial traffic. The stoopyjl[e Road Rehabiljtalion 
Project, calling for further widening and straightening of this road even though the most 
significant horizontal curves and problem intersection are already being addressed by a 
developer, is another step that will encourage higher volumes of commercial traffic traveling 
at greater speeds to use the residential route, rather than the Newtown Bypass. 

o We respectfully request that the OVRPC endorse the RCC RESOLUTION regarding the 
Stoooyl/le Road RehabUitatfon Profect, as stated In the OBJECTIVE section of this 
written testimony. We ask the DVRPC to go on record NOW against the Stoopvllle 
Road Rehabilitation Protect and In support of traffic calming measures that will 
maintain capacity and Improve public safety on this road. We ask the DVRPC to do this 
in regard for the heavy residential land use along Stoopvllle Road. 

'Some communications are taken from the document Tlmellne or Letters, Events and Meetings Attended 
by Members of Residents for Regional Traffic Solutions, Inc. <October, 1971-
0ctober 8, 2003) 
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o lower Makefield Township has gone on record opposing the Stoopville Road Rehabillfatlon 
Project In a February, 2004 [attar to Representative Stell (Exhibit VIII) and a May, 20041etter 
to Mr. John Coscia (Exhibit IX). These letters state: The Supervisors feel it Is critical that 
industrial traffic be Channeled to the Newtown Bypass and that the rehabilitation of Stoopvilla 
Road will only prove to further invite large truck traffic through residential neighborhoods at 
higher speeds." 

o The construction of the 1·95/PA Turnpike Interchange, a 12 year project, will soon commence tJ ~ t. 
and result in millions of tons of additional stone being transported from the Wrightstown ~~L-? 
quarries (100 +years of quarry life remaining), as this stone meets PennDOT specifications 'i~ 
and these are the closest quarries to the construction site. Transportation of additional stone 
through our residential neighborhoods during all hours of the day and night will exacerbate an 
already volatile situation. 

o The Stoopvilla Road Rahabililalion Project is in direct opposition to traffic calming measures 
desperately needed on Stoopville Road end the other minor collector roads on the residential 
route. There is pressure in our region to upgrade the functional classification of Stoopvllle 
Road from a Minor Collector Road to an Arterial Highway. We fear tha Bucks County 
Planning Commission (BCPC) will attempt to justify this when it revises the federal functional 
classification of roadways, a process currently underway. If Stoopville Road Is upgraded to 
an Arterial Highway, it will no longer qualify for traffic calming measures which are essential 0 
lo traffic using this road In a manner consistent with the high level of residential development 
townships placed there. We Implore the BCPC n2t to upgrade the classific.atlon of this 
road and Implore the OVRPC to reject any attempt to do so. 

o In 1999/2000 Stoopville Road was rehabilitated twice at taxpayer cost of over $1.5 million~. In ~ ~ 
this climate of tight funding, all dollars should be put toward making the principal arterial 
highways in our region the most effective for handling heavy industrial traffic. 1 .. r 

o As movement of stone by rail will Improve the quarry truck safety issues on our 
residential roads, we also respectfully request that the OVRPC endorse the RCC 
resolution, RESOLUTION RE: RAIL GONDOLAS AS ALTERNATIVE TO QUARRY 
TRUCKS ON SWAMP ROAD, as stated In the OBJECTIVE section ofthls written 
testimony. 

o The Short Line Railroads expressed great interest In hauling stone at the 
April, 2004 Surface Transportation Board Public Hearing and the April, 2004 Delaware Valley 
Goods Movement Task Force Meeting. Exhibit X Is a CD of a Fox Newscast (aired at 
10 PM on April 5, 2004) covering this issue. The removal of any amount of quarry trucks from 
Stoopville Road, and other roads in the region, will yield much needed improvement of the 
public safety of the citizenry at large. 

o It is Imperative that the DVRPC view the traffic safety crisis along Stoopville Road with 
objectivity, so that the much-neeaed traffic calming measures are implemented before a 
busload of kids gets killed. It is an accident waiting to happen whenever any of these 
behemoth vehicles choose to take the secondary roads (see recent crasMncident history, 
Exhibit x1•). 

' Some communlcatioiU are taken from the document Tlmellne or Letters, Events and Meetings AHended 
by Members or Resklents for Regional Trame Solutions, lne.IOc!ober, 1971· 
October 8, 20031 

( 



,. 
"· 

o History shows that the players, who made transportation decisions for our region in the past, 
did so based upon self-interest and political agendas in total disregard for the safety of the 
citizenry at large. These players fell under the 'Bucks County Umbrella of Politics' and 
PennDOT District 6. Many of them will be participants in the Regional Traffic Coalition that 
Representative Stell is forming, where the goal will be to develop a regional traffic plan. 
Numerous significant conflicts of interest exist amongst these players, as outlined in an 
April, 2004 letter from RRTS to Deputy SeCfetary Hoffman and Representative Steil 
(Exhibit XII, Written Comment Submission for the April22, 2004 Regional Traffic Meeting). 

o Based upon past history, RRTS Is highly concerned that the recommendations from this 
coalition will not be based upon sound professional transportation and traffic engineering 
practices. We have grave concerns that the people making critical transportation decisions 
for our region (Representative Steil, township officials, PennDOT District 6 Administrator 
Andrew Warren) have no transportation and traffic englneertng education/ certification. 
It Is Imperative that a non-aligned Professional Engineer (P.E.) from Penn DOT 
Harrisburg (who Is outside the "Bucks County Umbrella of Politics") be Involved In the 
transportation decisions for our region. 

;.;3/.371 .. 
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Residents for Regional Traffic Solutions, Inc. 

Slate Representative David Steil 
2 North State Street 
Newtown, PA 18940 

February 6, 2004 

RE: R~onal Trafftc Problems 

PO Box 285 
Newtown, PA 18940 

RRTSbuckspa@aol.com 

• Request to reject the Sloopville Road Re}rabilitation Project 

• NEAR MISSES/ ROAD RAGE caused by mismanagement of minor 
residential c:ollec:tor roads 

Dear Representative Steil, 

As you know, residents have worked lhousands of hours in their effort to mitigate lhe dangerous 
traffic conditions that Clcist on Lindenhurst, Stoopville and Worthington Mill Roads (minor 
residential collecto.r roads wllh well in excess of 7,000 residents living along lhem). The 
dangerous traffic conditions exist due to the failure ofPennDOT District 6 and local and slate 
officials to address the functional deficiencies on the principal arterial highways in our region. 
These parties continue to implement changes step by step that make lhe minor residential 
collector roads more conducive for use by commerci~ industrial traffic and make the arterial 
highways in our region less conducive for use by heavy truck traffic. Their actions fly in the face 
of sound engineering practice and jeopardize the health, safety and welfare of constituents in their 
charge. 

Note that Lindenhurst, Stoopville and Worthington Mill Roads will often be referred to as the 
"residential route" in this memo, as collectively these residential roads fbrm a 9.7 mile circuitous 
route that heavy commercial traffic is currendy diverted to and encouraged to use. 

STOQPVILLE ROAD REHAB fLIT A TION PROJF£T (Request for you to lobby to reject 
Ibis project in aU forums) 

The Bucks County Planning Commission Board recently voted to send the Stoooyille Road 
Rehabilitarion Protect forward to the Delaware Valley Regional Planning Commission (DVRPC) 
in the TIP approval process radler than the Traffic Calming TIP Protects submitted for 
Lindenhurst. Stoopville and Worthington Mill Roads. The selected project will encourage higher 
volumes of traffic at higher speeds along the residential route, exacerbating an already volatile 
situation. 
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The Stoopville Road Rehabilitation Project calls for: 

• ... further straightening of this road, even though the most significant horizontal curve 
and problem intersection is already being addressed by the developer of the McLaughlin 
Tract. The other gentle curves calm the traffic and elimination of these will make this 
road a speedway. 

' • ... further widening of this road. Again, this is in direct opposition to traffic calming 
measures desperately needed on this minor r:c:;idcntial co.Ucctor road and the other roads 
on the residential route. A wider road will encourage traffic to go even faster. In 
1999/2000 this road was rehabilitated twice at taxpayer cost of over Si.S million. In this 
climate of tight funding, all doUars should be put toward making the principal arterial 
highways in our region the most effective for handling heavy industrial traffi.c. 

We fonnally request that you, Representative Petri, Senator Conti, Senator Tomlinson, and the 
Bucks County Commissioners lobby PennDOT Harrisburg, the State Transportation Commission 
(STC} and the DVRPC to REJECf the Stoouvtlle Road Rehabllitat/o/1 Protect during the TIP 
approval process and replace it with Traffic Calming. We request that you champion rejecting 
this project as part of the regional traffic solution that is being decided in current meetings with 
PennDOT Harrisburg. As you know, this project is included in Newtown Township's list of 
traffic priorities to be forwarded to Deputy Secretary Gazy Hofii:nan. 

NEAR-MISSES BETWEEN SCHOOL BUSES AND HEAVY INDUSTRIAL TRUCKS 

As we have told you, other l.ocal and state officials, PennDOT District 6, PennDOT Harrisburg, 
the STC, the DVRPC, the BCPC and Pennsbury and Council Rock School Districts on numerous 
occasions, a catastrophe is imminent along this residential route. At a February 2003 meeting in 
your office, when a feU ow resident told you the volume of commercial traffic on Lindenhurst RD 
was unacceptable, you responded that the aeciden.t data didn't support that a serious safety 
problem exists. Once again, Representative Steil, our g.-ass-roots organization urges you to stop 
the diversion of heavy trucks onto this residential route BEFORE a busload of kids is killed. 

' Consider these foreboding incidences, just a sampling of what occurs on a daily basis along this 
residential route: 

lanuqry 21. 200<1: tllere was another near-miss between a school bus and a quarry truck along tile 
rcs.idential route. It occurred near t11e entrance ofthe Rose6eld development and was witnessed and heard 
by residents. It was immediately reported to the bus company and later reported to Council Rock School 
District. 

The bus made a left tW1l out ofRose6eld development and was accelerating on Stoopville RD beading 
towards Route 532. A speeding quarry truck barreling down Stoopville from Route 413 cam.e up bebind 
the bw, making no alt.empt to slow down but making good use of the hom. The truck sped by the school 
bus on the opposing side of the road, It was pure luck that no one was hurt or lcilled -th.e loaded quarry 
truck weighed 73,000 lbs. 

D«ember 8. 200J: there was yet another incident on Worthington Mill RD where a loaded quarry truclc 
was unable to stop for a Council Roclc.bus, The bus was stopped {red lights flashing and stop ann out) a1 a 
bus stop at 990 Worthington Mill RD and the driver pulled the stop ann back as the truck came within 
inche$ of the bus. Luclcy for the school student [who was about to exit the bus and cross Worthington Mill 
RD) thai the bus driver realized the truck wasn't going to stop and refrained from opening the door. This 
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incident was reponed to the bus company and Council Rock School District. Such inddents occur all too 
frequently on this road. 

Smti!mher, 100J: The Courier Times (article dated 1/15/04, entitled Resitknts want to act before trock 
tragetNl, wrote about a near-miss between a Council Rock bus and a truck on Wrightstown RD that 
occurred in September, 2003. A truck traveling towards the bus came over the double yellow line on a 
curve and took otfthe side mirror of the school bus. The truck dido 't stop. This was reported to Council 
Rock School District. 

Seetemhu, 2001: a loaded oil tanker on Worthington Mi!l RD could not stop for a Council Rock bus that 
was stopped at Estates Court to pick up children. This was reported to Council Rock School District. 

&pt,.hu, 1001: a little girl was almost hit by an eighteen wheel truck when crossing Lindenhurst RD to 
board her school bus at the stop at Trowbridge DR. Public statements regarding this incident were made to 
the Pennsbury School Board and Lower Makefield Township Board of Supervisors. 

April. 1999: I, personally, became involved with this safety issue wbeo a Council Rock bus was almost hit 
by a loaded quany truck at the bus stop at Lindenhurst RD and Autumn DR. The truck swerved aroWid the 
bus onto a fTont lawn to avoid making contact. Politicians at all levels are well aware of this incident. 

ROAD RAGE FOSTERED BY THE DIVERSION OF HEAVY TRUCKS ONTO THE 
RESIDENTIAL ROUTE 

Regarding the January 21, 2004 near-miss mentiond above; The Council Rock Transportation 
Department told us there were three reports made about this incident. One from the resident who witnessed 
it, one from the bus driver and one from the trucker involved. The trucker called Council Rock after the 
incident and reported that be followed the bus to the Newtown Grant bus stop on Hemlock DR and got out 
and yelled at the bus driver. The trucker did not give his name. 

Januaryt9, 2004: ARRTS member was approaching tbe stop sign at Worthington Mill RD and Route 413 
preparing to cross Route 413. An IS-wheeler quarry truck (53' long) was turning left onto Worthington 
Mill RD. Since the trailer consumed the opposing traffic lane and needed to ctOS$ into the RRTS member's 
lane as well, the truck driver opened his window and cursed at the individual for having not calculated how 
much room the tractor trailer would need to make the tum. The individual was forced to go on a neighbor's 
yard to let the truck pass. 

Representative Steil, we have been alanned in the past by your failure to address the ill
functioning Newtown Bypass and your interference in Lower Makefield Township's effort to 
take back Lindenhurst Road from the State in the interest of public safety. We can only conclude 
!hal you are satisfied with 90% of the heavy trucks turning off the Newtown Bypass just Y. mile 
from 19S onto Lindenhurst Road, the minor residential coUector road at the beginning of the 
residential route. Lt is unconscionable that the~ quany operations on Swamp Road (a 
principal arterial highway) do not have direot access to the Newtown Bypass (the safest type road 
in the region for heavy commetcial traffic) and that Swamp Road has been artificially restricted 
to heavy trucks for over 30 years. You have been in the legislature for the past 11 years and have 
not been capable of mitigating this serious public safety issue. Your modus operandi bas been to 
talk about your concern and then support the status quo by sidetracking any meaningful effort to 
create a safe traffic environment along the residential route. Instead, you support the interests of 
a select few to the detriment of the citizenry at large. 

In summary, we ask you to REJECT the Stoopville Road Rehabilitation Project in any and all 
forums and ask you to vigorously pursue funding and immediate implementation of the strictest 
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traffic calming measures along Lindenhurst, StoopviUe and Worthington Mill Roads. The dollars 
to implement traffic calming are minimal, the value of our children's lives, immeasurable. 

We implore you to stop sanctioning lining us up like bowling pins just waiting to be struck. It is 
not too late for you to do the right thing. 

Very truly yours. 

CC: Unites States Congressman, James Greenwood 
Governor Ed Rendell 
Secretary ofTransponation. Allen Biehler 
State Transportation Commission 
Deputy Secretary of Highway Administration, Gary Hoffman 
State Senator, Joe Conti 
State Senator, Tommy Tomlinson 
State Representative, Scott Petri 
Bucks County Commissioner, Charles Martin 
Bucks County Commissioner; Michael Fitzpatrick, Esquire 
Bucks County Commissioner, Sandra Miller 
Executive Director/DVRPC, John Coscia 
DVRPCBoard 
Regional Transportation Committee 
Regional Citizens Committee 
Council Rock School Board President, Susan Vicedomini 
Council Rock School Superintendent, Timothy Kilby 
Pennsbwy School Board President, Linda Palsky 
Pennsbwy School Superintendent, Ralph Nuzzolo 
RRTS Membership (mass e-mail) 
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Script for video entitled Bypassing the Bypass 

Be.pniDng: Traffic exits ofiJ-95 and travels west along the Newtown Bypass: 

-lLMING LOCA TJONS/ COMM ENTARY 

(1) Comer of Route 332 <Newtown Bypass) & Lindenhurst Road: 
Filming location #I, Third Federal Bank 

Com.men tary: Note the Silver and black oil tanker on Lindenhurst Road. 

Note that in this view west of lindenhurst Road there arc few, if any, trucks along the 
Bypass. 

(2) Turning onto Lindenhurst Road from Route 332 (Newtown Bypass): 
Filming location 117.. ICf building 

Commentary: Here is another AC binder oil tanker beaded for the Wrightstown 
Township quanies. The oil is used in the asphalt plants there. These trucks come from 
South 1 ersey. 

(J) Filming location 1!3, Blind curve by CAU buildings 

Commentary: That car got run right off the road. 

lbis is a road where children should be able to cross on their bicycles to get to their 
friends' houses in neighboring sub~sions or to access the bilcepath. 

(4) Comer of Trowbridge Drive & Lindenhurst Road: 
Filming location 1#4, Bus stop where child was a.lmost killed 

Comm.entary: A bus was stopped on Lindcnburst Rd. to pick up a student. An 
18-wheeler that couldn' t stop at the appropriate distance from the bus almost hit the 
child while she was crossing the street to board. 

Imagine the stopping distance for one of these behemoth trucks when the road is weL 

(S) F ilming location 1#5, Comer of Lindenhurst Road and Route 532 

Commentary: 1bis was filmed late July/early August when there were few buses on 
the road. 



Exhibit V l~ I /tJ 
Communications that focus on the traffic safety crisis and involve the Penns bury 
School District and Grey Nun Academy 

April21, 1999 Letter from Dr. Bruce Johnson and Norman G ross, principals 
of Quarry Hill and Afton Elementary Scbools (Peons bury 
School District), to State Representative David Steil regarding 
the dangerous traffic condition on Lindenhurst Road. 

"It seems to us that the Route 332 by-pass serves as a suitable 
truck route alternative to Lindenhurst Road. Obviously, the by
pass Is newer, more well coiiStructed, and wider to accom1111Jdate 
truck traffic tltaJI Lindenhurst Road. We are sl11cerely hopeful 
and solicitous of your help i11 rectifyi11g what is becoming an 
Increasing concern for those of us who live and work in this 
area. Of particular concern to us are children who are on school 
busses a11d in private vehicles being brought to and take11 home 
from school each day ... We are aware that different stretches of 
Li11denhurst Road go through Upper Makefield TowiiShip, 
Lower Makefield Towt!Sitfp and Newtown TowiiShip. Hopefully, 
political infighting can be minimized to help avert a tragedy 
waiting to happen. " 

November 4, 1002 Lower Makefield Township Board of Supervisors meeting 
where tbe Board voted unanimously to pursue a take ba'ck of 
their portion of Lindenhurst Road. 

April 24, 2003 

At this meeting, Dr. Bruce Johnson, principal of Quarry Hill 
ElementaJy School in the Pennsbury School District, publicly 
encouraged the supervisors to move forward [with taking back 
ownership of the road from the state of Pennsylvania]. "We take 
a chalice every day when we put hundreds of kids from Afton, 
Quarry Hill and the Grey Nun Academy on the buses up there 
either coming to school or going home. It'sjust a matter of time. 
We need to take this issue into our own hands a11d do what we 
need to do." Dr. Johnson encouraged Board members to pursue 
co11dnued actloiiS locally through changes to traffic patterns, 
noise restriction, added traffic sfgnals, etc. "As a taxpayer I 
know that this process will take 1111Jney, but we have to take the 
road back. n 

Public Statement given by Sue Herman at t.be Pennsbury 
School Board meeting, apprising tbe Board of tbe dangerous 
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traffic condition on Lindenhurst Road and asking them to 
write to the Secretary of Transportation in support of Lower 
Makefield Township taking back ownership of the road from 
the state of Pennsylvania. 

"Good evening and thank you for tl1e opportunity to speak. I'm Sue Hennon, Lower 
Makefield Township taxpayer and president of Residents for Regional Traffic 
Solutions, lnc., a regional citizeiiS group concemed with traffic safety. Our 
organization represents thousands of residents in the Petmsbury school district who 
are greatly impacted by the quarry truck traffic from the Swamp Road quarries il1 
Wrightstown TowiiShip and other commercial traffic that is bypassing the Newtown 
Byp0;5s, en route to 1-9 5. 

l'm here, tonight, to ask for your help because tire health, safety and welfare of the 
students you bus along Lindenhurst Road is in jeopardy. I 'm here to ask you to go on 
record regardf11g the UIISafe COildfdon that exists, with the people WhO are going tO 
make decisions on this serious traiiSportation Issue. Lindenhurst Road is being used as 
a major truck route. It is lined with over 500 residences with hundreds of school-aged 
children, and on a typical day, over 800 quarry trucks and numerous eighteen wheelers 
travel this road. A loaded quarry truck weighs 80,000 pounds! The trucks are using 
Lindenhurst Road and bypassing the Newtown Bypass, the safest road in the region for 
them. Tire Bypass is a four-lane, limited -access, divided highway. 

Although Swamp Road (which becomeS the Newtown Bypass) is the shortest route 
from the Swamp Road quarries to the Bypass, it has been weight restricted to loaded 
quarry trucks for over thirty (30) yean. As of last September, NO trucks can take 
Swamp Road to the Bypass, increasing the number of trucks that are diverted onto 
Lindenhurst Road. Every action mus~ be taken to keep trucks on the main roads, 
Including Swamp Road, R oute 413, Route 232 and tl1e Newtown Bypass, and out of our 
residellli'al neighborhoods. Failure to do so will result in a tragedy we'll all regret
the current situation is an accident waiting to happen. 

We can all remember the truck that ran into the bank In Newtown, killing one woman 
and permanently debilitating another. Nancy Lewis, a Pennsbury residelll in the 
audience, spoke at a Lower Makefield township meeting last fall of the terror of 
watching as her child almost got hit by an eighteen wheeler when crossing Lindenhurst 
R oad to bowd her bus at Trowbridge Drive. The heavy truck was unable to stop a safe 
distance from the bus. 

Three principals of schools on Quarry Road (Quarry Hill, Afton, and Grey Nun 
Academy) went on record four years ago with impassioned letters to State 
Representative David Steil expressing their concern about this traffic issue. This past 
November Dr. Bruce Joh11Son (principal of Quarry Hill) attended a Lower Makefield 
Township Board of Supervisors meeting and publicly encouraged the supervisors to go 
forward with taking back Lindenhurst Road from the state, a move that would enable 
the township to have more control over the road and improve its safety. I quote Dr. 
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Johnson," We take a chance every day when we put hundreds of kids from Afton, 
Quarry Hill and the Grey Nun Academy on the buses up there ••• lt'sjust a ltllllterof 
time. We lll!!ed to take the issue Into our own hands and do what we tll!!ed to do ... we 
have to take back the road." Despite the concerted efforts of these pn'ndpals, 
politklans have not moved off tire dime to get Swamp Road diverted truck traffiC to use 
the major routes. It's clearly going to take a group with more clout to resolve this. 

Your Board has ultimate responsibility for the safety of the students under its auspices, 
and I can tell you that your kids are in harm's way. I appeal to you, tonight, to take a 
position as advocate for the safety of the children you transport, by writing a letter to 
Secretary of Transportation, Honorable Allen Biehler, in support of Lower Makefield 
Township's initiative to take back the ownership of Lindenhurst Road from the state of 
Pennsylvania. Under the control of the township, the safety of this dangerous 
residential road can be Improved through whatever safety measures the township can 
lmpleml!nt, Including, but 1UJI limited to, traj]lc calming measures, speed limit 
reduction, safety warning signs, etc. This will be a crlticaljlm step to getting trucks 
onto the maJn roads. 

We respecifully ask for your Board's position by the next School Board meeting and 
would be happy to provide you with any additional lnfonnation that you might be 
interested ln. 1 would like to leave some maps and the address for Secretary Biehler 
with your bu.fitii!!..U director.* 

Thank you again/or your time and co~lderatlon". 

*Secretary of Transportation, Allen Biehler 
Keystone Building 
400NorthSL 
P.O. Box 3543 
Harrisburg, PA 17105-3543 

April 25, 2003 Letter from Sue Bennan to Gene Dolnic.k, PrNident ofPenasbory S<bool 
Board, rtgarding the trallic aafety crisis on Lindeabunt Rud. 

"11rtufk :fOil again for tu oppt1rlunily to SJHalc at your Boarrl medinglasl 
nig/JL I amfa:dng tu publk sUtloruflt t/t;at you requested ... We app~al to 
you to take a positiD11 tu IJI/vocaufor t/Je safety oft/Je clrildn11 yoM IT'IIIISpOrt. 
by wrlilng a fetter to SeCR/tUY ofTtvJMporlation, Honorable Allen Bldln>, /11 
support of I.Awer Makefield Tow11Sllip'6 initiddVt! to take back tJu owMn/tJp 
of Linde11bunt Road from 1M td41e of PCJUJSyfwutia. UruU:r t/Je conJrol of t/Je 
towtuhip, t/Je safety of tlru diurgtlfO.u rrsidurJ:ial road t:1111 be imp~ 
t/Jrough whatever sofety /rlaSUI'e$ the towiiS/Jip can implement, including, but 
not limited to, traffic calming ltlei/UUI'e$, spud limit ralut:tion, safety Hlllnling 
sigtu, etc 11ru wiU be a t:ritU:al flnl step to gdting truclcs onto tlw mo.in 
roads. w 

"P.S. We tU« alarmed that ufllkr tu guis4 of safety, lflilliY !lave 
supported/proposed the witkningiJIId straigltlt!lling of the residential roads 
that trucks are t/Jo.'t!rled to, whk/J hll!t adUally resulted in ewn more truck 
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traffic traveling at higher speeds. We fear the latest sugg~o/IS of adding left 
turn lanes on Lindenhurst Road o.s a safety measu,.,, for thls will only TnDke it 
more conducive for truck traffic to use this road und hypa.u the Bypass. This 
is clearly not lht< an.swer. n 

Public Statements given by Sue Herman and Nancy Lewis (resident in • 
development ofT or Lindenhurst Road) at the M.ty 15,2003 Peaasbury 
School Board meeting. 

PUBLIC STATEMENT GIVEN BY SUE HERMAN AT THE MAY 15, 2003 PENNSBURY 
SCHOOL BOARD MEETING 

"Good evening. I'm Sue Herman, Lower Makefield Townsftlp reslde11t a11d president 
of Residents for Regional Traffic Solutio liS, flU!.. 

At the last Board meeting we appealed to you to write a letter to Secrefllry of 
Transportatio11 Biehler in support of Lower Makefield Township's Initiative to take 
back ownership of Lindenhurst Road from the State of Pennsylvania. I am sorry to 
report to you this evening that on April 29, 2003, Lower Makefield Township was 
informed by PennDOT that they would not proceed with the traiiSfer of Lindenhurst 
Road to the township. Lower Makefield TowttShlp officials intend to appeal this 
decision. as it was made before they had an opportu11ity to meet with the Secrefllry to 
apprise him of the seriousness of the traffic safety crisis that exists on Lindenhurst 
Road. 

As you know, there are over 800 quarry trucks per day and numerous 18 wheelers 
sharing this reside11tial road witlt school buses and passenger can. It ls only a matter 
of time before a tragic accident occurs. An appeal from your Board to the Secretary of 
TraiiSportatiotl Is even more important now than last month. We hope that you are 
Inclined to do this in the very near future and look forward to learning of your 
intentions. 

Tlrtuak you. for your time. " 

PU:SUC STAU:MENT GIVEN BY NANCY LEWIS AT THE MAY 15,2003 PENNSBURY 
SCHOOL BOARD MEETING 

"When we built and moved into our Trowbridge Dr. house from out of state in May of 
2001, we lrad 110 idea what we were getting Into. Lindenhurst had been chJsed to fix a 
culvert and tire builders(To/1 Bros.) assured us that tlte road did not have a lot of 
trafrtc. 

I envisioned that my children would be able to get on the school bus and that I would 
noi have to worry about their safety. Had 1 known the truth, I would n.ever have built 
this house at this /ocatiOIL The bus stop at Lindenhurst is barely visible from any 
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houses. The sldewalk ends j11st short of Lindenhurst. Trucks and cars speed by at 
speeds in excess of the posted 40 miles an hour. This winter with the amount of mow 
that built up on the corner, there was no place for the children to wait except In the ( 
street. 

Tltefirst year, the l'Chool bus would trot come into Trowbridge off of Lindenhurst 
because there were construction vehicles and per the bus driver, it was not safe for 
buses to come into our street because of them. My child and our children waited for 
the bus with construction vehicles all around them. It was during the fall of2001 that 
np child had a close call wltlr a truck while crossi11g Li11denhurst to get to the bus. 

In the spring of 2002 1, along with a group of concerned neighbors called the district 
and asked for the bus stop be moved into Trowbridge so that children would ltave a 
safe place to wait We were told that they would have to do a study before moving an 
existing stop. The verdict was that since our road /tar only one entrmrce and exit, a bus 
could not stop in Trowbridge. (Trowbridge has 2 cui- de-sacs). 

Falling to get help from the Penns bury School district, I went to the supervisors of 
Lower Makefield Twsp and explained our situatr'o1L 17rey were sympathetic and voted 
to take back Lindenhurst Road and make changes that would make the road safer. 
Recent developments have demotrstrated that this moy not come to be. 

As every concerned parent, I now ask the Pennsbury Shoo/ Board to appeal to 
PennDot to lower the speed limit to 35 mph and add needed bus stop safety 
signs/flashing lights to make this road safer for our children. 1 alfo ask that you 
consider again moving the bus stop at Lindenhurst and Trowbridge into Trowbridge 
Dr." 

May 16,2003 Letter from Sue Berman to Geoe Doloick regardiog tbe public statement 
sbe made at tbe May 15,2003 Sehool Board me.etiog. 
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RALPH M. NUZZOLO 
Superintendent 

T~rry Fedorchak, Manager 
Lower Makefield Township 
II 00 Edgewood Road 
Yardley,PA 19067 

Dear Mr. Fedorchak: 

PENNS13URY SCHOOL DISTRICT0 '""/ ~ 
. -

134 Yardley Avenue • Post Office Box 338 
Fallsington, Pennsylvania 19058-0338 

Telephone: (215) 428-4100 
FAX: (215) 428-4270 

May 12,2003 

At its regular meeting on April 24, the School Board heard a request from Susan Herman 
of the Residents for Region Traffic Solutions, Tnc. 

Mrs. Herman asked the School Board to support efforts by the Lower Makefield Township 
Board of Supervisors to accept the responsibility for maintenance of Lindenhurst Road from the 
Pennsylvania Department of Transportation. It is our understanding that the Board of Supervisors 
does indeed desire to take over the section of Lindenhurst Road that lies within Lower Makefield 
Township. It is also our understanding that the decision to allow this to happen rests with PeMDot. 

On behalf of the School Board, let me encourage you and the Board of Supervisors in your 
efforts to improve the safety and serviceability of Lindenhurst Road. The Pennsbury School Board 
hea:tily·supj)OrtS your efforts. -. . • · .. ~ · - · · · ·• 

c: Board of School gircctors 
Susan Herman ./ 

Sincerely, 

4lrt 
Ralph M. Nuzzolo 
Superintendent 

@ 
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GREY NU:\' _-\CAOEMY COMMUNICATIONS 

April 30, 1999 Letter from Sister Dolores Beatty, principal of Grey Nun 
Ac.ademy, to State Representative David Steil regarding the 
dangerous traffic condition on Linden burst Road. 

"/am writing this letter to you concerning the potentially 
dangerous truck traffic on Lindenhurst Road. As you probably 
know, there have been two accidents on this road within the past 
two weeks ••. / join with my colleagues aJ Quarry Hill aJrd Afton 
Elementary Schools ... ln asking you to //mit tire heavy truck 
traffic on this country road. 
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R£SOLUTION OF 

TilE BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF THE 

EAGLETON FARMS HOMEOWNERS ASSOCiATION 

The Eagleton f-orms llomcowners Association Board ofTrustees, 
this 9"' day of July, 2003, does, 

by a unanimou.q vote, hereby resolve the following: 

WHEREAS this Board has been designated as the representative body of Eagleton Fanns, 
an association of homeowners consisting of Seventy Four (74) homes, 

WHEREAS, this community is bordered on its south side by Stoopville Road and on its 
east side by Eagle Road, 

WHEREAS, The Eagleton Farms Homeowners Association (EFHA) has followed the 
regional traffic issues, which include the increased truck traffic on Stoopville Road, out of 
concern for the safety of its residents. 

WHEREAS, The EFHA seeks to do that which is in the interest of the safety of our 
residents first, while understanding the role of a regional plan for long-term development, 

THEREFORE, be it RESOL YEO that the Eagleton Farms Homeowners Association Board 
ofTrustecs requests the Newtown Township Board of Supervisors, who an: elected 
officials responsible to the citizeru who elect them. to direct the township's engineer to 
conduct a study of potential traffic calming measures for Stoopville Road. This is a matter 
of long-term public policy and safety deserving discussion and resolution in this public 
forum at a reasonable time for members of the wnununity to attend and be heard. 

FURTHER. be it RESOL YEO that the Newtown Township Board of Supervisors should 
direct that a presentation on the study results be made at a regularly scheduled NTBS 
meeting within 60 days of this dare, with sufficient notice being issued to township 
residents. in advance of this presentation. 

Eagleton FIIJ111s Homeowners Association Board of Trustees - July 9, 200 
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Communications that focus on the traffic safety crisis and involve the Council Rock 
School District 

COUNCIL ROCK CORRESPONDENCE 

Nove mber 8. 2000 Letter rrom Chester Pogonowsld (Cbairmao, Wrigbutowo Township 
Board of Supervisors) to Andrew Wa rn n regarding the traffic safety crisis 
on Worthington 
Mill Road. 

"Over the past year, theu has l>em a IUJtlceable incnase in IM level of traffic 
using Wonhington Mill Road. In panicular, the lewl of trucks going to and 
from the quarries in Wrightstown has i~~CTCosed. 

Gi>en a number of hori:ontal cur.Q, the width of tha rtHUi, and the Jilch 
configura/ion, this sped limit{~$ mph} is too high. Coupled with chiltlren 
waiting for school bus"'<, we hll\'t! tha potential of a serious injury or demlr 
should a W!hicle be unable to stop and hit a loaded sclwol bus. T1lis is 
espedally a problem between Swamp RD and Estotes Court wM7e a numbl!1' 
of near misses have been witnessed " 

_:!is1!l_ 



-· ----
( • 

' -,_ 

·' £y. V7T -

WRIGHTSTOWN TOWNSIDP, Bucks County, Pennsylvania 

7:l8 Penns P:uk R.o~d 
Wdgh!Stown, PA 18940-9662 
.215-598-3313 
215·598-0529 FAJC 

Honorable Mdrew L. Warren 
District Manager 
Pennsylvania Department ofTran.spottation 
7000 Geerdes Blvd. 
King of Prussia, PA 19406 

RE: Speed Limit Worthington Mlll Road 

Dear Mr. Wmren: 

November 8, 2000 

Over the past year, there has been a noticeable increase in the level of traffic using 
Worthiiigton Mill Road. In particular. the level of trucks going to and from the qtwrles in 
Wrightstown bas inaeased. 

A number of residents have approachc:d the Township conceming the speed limit on 
Worthington Mill Road between Swamp Road and Route 413. CUITCntly, tbe speed limit is 
set at 45 MPH. Given a number of horizontal carves, the width of the road, and ditch 
configuration, this speed limit is too hlgh. Coupled with children waiting for school buses, 
we have the potential of a serious injuzy or death should a vehicle be unable to stop and hit a 
loaded school bus. This is cspeclally a piOblem between Swamp Roari and Estates Court 
where a number of near misses bave been wiiDCS5ed. 

I recognizx: that speed limit enforcement is the responsibility of the municipality. 
However, the Legislature in its. infinite wisdom has limited local pollee departmc.olS from 
using radar as a deterreut. This means tl:te Buckingham Pollee must use less accurate methods 
of detecting speeders. Everyone knows this restriction which results in many molorists 
pushing the limit ofVascar and other speed monitoring systems. 'Ibis mean, a ticket bas little 
chances of standing up in coun unless the violation is for speeds in excess of 10 miles and in 
30mc a~SCS llS much as IS miles over tho p<>sted speed limit. 

Wrightstown Township is still trying to maintain its rural character. However, 
increased traffic throu~ our township is str.tini.Dg the ability of our resident to enjoy the 

r 



Mr. A. T,. Warren 
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·-;J· ................ _. ____ ,, ,. ._ 
Novanbcr 8;2000 

commWlity in which they have chosen. We need your assistance to address these cone~ 
for the betterment of our residents without restricting the flow of traffic or the type of vehicles 
using our roods. 

Wrighmown Township is once <18ain requesting that you lower the speed limit to 35 
MPH on Worthington Mill Road. This is oot the~~ rime we have made this request and 
aWllre of comments by your engineering departme:nt regarding the r:ogineering suitability of 
the existing speed limiL But we are both aware that PennDOT has some latitude to relax 
these requirements if it so chooses. That is specifically what we m: asking here. 

We~ hopeful that you will grant our request for a reduction in the speed limit. In 
consideration of that request, Wrightsrown Township is prc:pazed to install and maintain 35 
MPH signs a!~o; those sectiOI'..S approve4 for the lower ~peed limit and at tho= locations 
marked by your department 

On behalf of the Board of Supervisors of Wrightstown Township, we thank you fur 
your quick and thoughtful consideration of this safety concern.. Should you wish to dfscwos 
this further, please feel free to contact me through the Township offices (215-598-3313, ext 
30) or through my place of employment (215-785-8042). · 

Respectfully, 

BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 
WRIGHTSTOWN TOWNSHIP 

C{udrv~~' 
Chester S. Pogonowski, 
Chainnan 

cc: Honorable David Steil, Representative 
Jane Magne, Supervisor 
Allen Mllsenheimer, Supervisor 
MarcyCond 
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Residents for Regional Traffic Solutions, Inc. 

Mr. William Burke 

PO Box285 
Newtown, PA 18940 

RRTSbuckspa@aol.com 

Council Rock School Board President 
Chancellor Center 
30 North Chancellor Street 
Newtown, PA 18940 

June 5, 2003 

Re: Worthington Mill Road; Quany trucks unable to stop for stopped school 
buses. 

Dear Mr. Burke, 

We are writing this letter to ask for your help because the health, safety and welfare of 
the students you bus along Worthington Mill Road (between Swamp RD and RT. 413) is 
in jeopardy. We are requesting that you go on record regarding the unsafe condition 
that exists, with the people who are going to make decisions on this serious 
transportation issue. Worthington Mill Road is being used as a diverted route for 
hundreds of heavy trucks traveling to and from the Swamp Road quarries and 1-95 daily. 
This 1.1-mile segment of roadway has 25 driveways, 28 access points, 9' wide travel 
lanes and no shoulders. Your school buses stop over 40 times in the travel lane on a 
given school day to pick up or drop otr students. (See attachment 1) 

There have been numerous dose calls with trucks unable to stop for stopped school 
buses. The first witnessed incident occurred in 2000 at 970 Worthington Mill Road when 
Sean Hipps was being dropped off across from his driveway and an empty stone truck 
traveling behind the bus could not stop for the stopped school bus. The truck had to 
swerve around the bus, narrowly missing Eileen Hipps and her son. Mrs. Hipps reported 
this incident to The Council Rock School District who directed her to PennDOT. In 
another incident, which ocet~rred in September 2002, my husband and I watched in 
absolute horror, as a loaded oil tanker could not stop for our 2 sons' stopped school bus 
at Estates Court. The tanker driver frantically honked and flashed its warning lights in an 
apparent attempt to alert the school bus driver and the children. We ~re further 
alarmed to hear from several children along this road that it is not unusual for the bus 
driVers to ascertain if the approaching quarry truck can stop before putting on the 
flashing lights. This is a problem on two levels, as many children seeing a fully stopped 
school bus will naturally approach the bus to board and this situation puts an enormous 
safety responsibility on your school bus driVers. 

Last week I heard the loudest jake braking sound I had ever heard and ran to the 
window in time to view a loaded quarry truck scarcely missing the back of a stopped 
school bus. A loaded tractor-trailer quarry truck weighs 80,000 pounds and a crash will 
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more often then not result ln death. We can all remember the truck that ran into the bank 
in Newtown, killing one woman and permanently debilitating another. We believe that 
the current s~uation on Worthington Mill RD is an accident waiting to happen. We also 
believe that Worthington Mill RD not only meets, but exceeds, the criteria set forth in 
Penn DOT's Publication 201- Engineering and Traffic Studies, necessary to impose a 
truck restriction and reduce the speed limit to 35mph. As such, it is our contention that 
Penn DOT has the justification, power and responsibility to do so in the Interest of public 
safety. 

Your Board has ultimate responsibility for the safety of the students under its auspices, 
and I can tell you that your kids are In harm's way. We appeal to you to take a 
position as advocate for the safety of the children you transport, by writing a letter 
to Deputy Secretary of Highway Administration, Gary Hoffman, and Secretary of 
Transportation, Honorable Allen Biehler, In support of a truck restriction and 
speed limit reduction to 35 MPH on Worthington Mill Road. • This restriction would 
result in the Swamp Road quarry trucks using Pa Traffic Routes 232 and 4131o get to 
the Newtown Bypass, roads designed for this heavy truck traffic. As Worthington Mill 
Road is a st~te road (lowest level road in the state road system and in other stales 
would be locally owned and controlled), PennDOT in Harrisburg is currently reviewing 
the request to restrict trucks and reduce the speed lim~ to 35 MPH. 

I have attached a copy of a letter I sent to Deputy Secretary Hoffman after he attended a 
meeting at my home on May 1, 2003. (See attachment #2) Please note that Mr. Hoffman 
questioned whether the school district had weighed in on this situation and that is 
precisely what we ask of you today. 

We hope you find this serious safety issue of importance and send a letter to the state 
as soon as possible. I would be happy to provide you with any additional information that 
you might be interested in. 

Thank you again lor your time and consideration. I can be personally reached at my 
home address. which Is 940 Worthington Mill RD, Newtown, PA 18940, ph 215-504-
5724, and fax 215-504-5726. 

Very truly yours, 

Marcy B. Conti 
Vice President 
Residents for Regional Traffic Solutions, Inc. 

Cc: 
Dr. Timothy Kirby, Superintendent of the Council Rock School District 
Jack Pinheiro, Supervisor of Pupil Transportation 
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' PennDOT 
Secretary of Transportation, Allen Biehler 
Keystone Building 
400 North St. 
P.O. Box 3543 
Harrisburg, PA 17105-3543 

AHachments: 1. Worthington Mill Road Bus Stops 

2. May 19, 2003, letter to Gary Hoffman; Penn DOT Deputy 
Secretary of Highway Administration 
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Mr. Gary Hoflinan 
PA Dcpartmc:nt ofTnn.sport:rtion 
Keyrtonc Building 
400 North Stnet 
H.aaisburg. P A 171.20 

~0 North (:hanoellor strw1 
Nowtawn, PA 18940 

June 17, 2003 

Jle; WonhingtouMm Roacl, linda County 

Dear Mr. Roflhlan: 

Robeft C1. ll!cAulrl!w, PE 
Pl!lliCTOJI <:#' eustH~ 

·ADUIN<CT!!A'I!ON 
'l£l.B'tl0111> ra 15l ,..,, ooo 
. ~91SJ~1 

I undorttand }'OUr dcputmr:nt Is curreatly conducting a mffic lind satay mriew oftluo 
~ ref=Qcd rood. The safety of our smd~ Is ofparamO'Illlt impotUnce to the CoiDIC!t 
ltock School District. 

Wotthing1Do !>fill Road hA.r been dcsipttd by the Deparunait ofTramportaJion as a 
'11azanf0115M road for scllool chiklrc:t to will; to school or to ihcit bUi $lop . .AJi 'result, we are 
requited to pick up and drop offstudalts ~ding on Worthington Mill Road in tho traffic !111111 in 
from of their houus. 

. Tbo edU8l tiDDib« ofloc:alions and number of dif&zn,f lld!oob vari~ from year to year. 
During the past several yn:ra,.., htve aver:agoci51Qpping 40 lime$ pt:r day ou !IU$ rdativdy abort 
sttdt.h ofthb winding. Dam79r road. 'Wbilono accidcatb.u occ:umd, lhl!nl have been many 
lnddalu dtai by aut'- drivers of the heaYY qumy tntelcJ almon "blowing by" the ted Ught 
stopum. 

It b OQr position that your dtpartmcnt ahould bo pro-ecti.ve and at a minimum reduce the 
speed limit oDihiJ read to ZS or 3S mph. Wan!:Dngtoa Mill Road ucdcr preseat conditions and 
~stan~ requires :>el!o11 to in:rnn1 tho sltfety of oor rtudents. 

Sinc>ndy, 

P7~F~ 
Timotby f'. Kilby, l!d.D. 
S~enda!! ofScbools 

cc: Mr. William Bwko. Preddcnt, CRSD Board otDireclor. 
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Robert C. G~ynor 
13 Millers Road 

NewtoWll, PA 18940 
(21.5) 504-5249 

Er.!ll?::-{~. ~.:: 

r 

Mr. William Burke 
Council Rock School Board President 
Chancellor Center 
30 North Chancellor Street 
Newtown. PA 18940 

July 14, 2003 

Dear Mr. Burke: 

RE: Stoopville Road danger to school buses 

We are writing this letter to ask for your help and lnfonn you of the danger present to our 
thildren (and aJI school children) who ride on Council Rock school buses and traverse StoopviUe 
Road. 

As you are aware, quarry trucks and other large commercial trucks and trailers use Stoopville-
Road as a "short-<:ut" from 1-95 to quanies and businesses to tha north ofNewtown. As residents ( 
living in a sub-<iivision off of Stoopvilla Road. we constantly drive along (and cross} Stoopvillc 
Road daily. We see, rust hnnd, the inability oftheso trucks to remain in their travelling lanes and 
fully stop at intersections. Often. these quany trucks do not even slow down at signed 
intersections or ml traffic lights. These loaded trucks. which weigh 80,000 pounds, have had 
numerous near-misses with traffic on Stoopvillo Road. For example, on Friday before 
Thanksgiving, 1002, at a foggy 8:11A.M~ a quany truck blew through the Stoopviii~Eagle 
Roads intersection with.out slowing down. Foitunately, the quick action of a Newtown resident 
driver at that intersection prevented her fiom being flattened by this behemoth. Imagine the 
damage such an incident would have done if school had been in session and a bus had been a.t that 
intersection instead of a small car! · 

A crash with one oftheso trucks will, more often then not, result in death. We can all remember 
the tnlck thai ran into the bank in Newtown, killing one woman and pennanentJy debilitating 
a.noth~r. We believe that the current situation on Stoopville Road is an aeeident waiting to 
happen and are alarmed that under tha guise of safety, many have supported/proposed the 
widening and straightening of this residential road that trucks are divmed to. This lw actually 
resulted in even more truck traffic traveling at higher speeds and is clearly not the answer. 

The Eagletxm Farms Homeowners Association passed a Resolution (dated July 9, 2003) which 
was presented t.o the Newtown Township Boatd of Supervisors at their Board meeting on July 9, 
2003 (Resolution attached). This Resolution asks the Newtown Township Supervisors to direct 
the township engineer to dete.rmine what traffic calming measures can be employed to make 
Stoopville Road safer and to present his findings to residents at a Board of Supervisors meeting 

~n~-. ~~ 
We respectfully request that the Council Rock School Board urge the Supervisots to ma.ke 4 

motion to act on ~is resolution and fast-track review and implementalion of traffic calming (d) 
· ' 



- - --·-- · 
measures along Stoopville Road. It is our hope that the Supervisors will make such a motion at 
the next Board of Supervisors meeting on July 23,2003. Any correspondence you can initiate in 
support of this action would be greatly appreciated and key to getting our children out ofbann's 
way when traveling in b~es on th.is road. ' · 

Since your School Board has the ultimate responsibility of protect.ing the safety of its students, we 
also appeal to you, as an advocate for your students' safety, to go on record in a letter to Deputy 
Secretary of Transportation, Gary Hoffman, in which you make your concerns known about the 
dangerous traffic condition along Stoopville Road. • 

We understand that you have made your traffic concerns known to Mr. Hoffman about another 
road in the Council Rock district (Worthington Mill Road). As PennDOT is interested in the 
position of the school district where safety is concerned, we believe thlll your input on the 
Stoopville Road dangers would have a positive impact on protecting the health, safety and 
welfare of our children. 

We hope that you (as we, and all other parents) find this serious safety issue one that has been 
ignored for too long. Please do not hesitate to contact me should you have any questions. 

Thank you for your time and consideration. 

• Mr. Gary Hoffman, P.E. 
Deputy Secretary for Highway Administration 
P.O. Box 3541 
Keystone Building 
Harrisburg. PA 17105-3541 

CC: Dr. Timothy Kirby; Superintendent, Council Rock School District 
Jack Pinheiro; Council Rock Supervisor of Pupil Transportarion 
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RESOLUTION OF 

TilE BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF THE 

EAGLETON FARMS HOMEOWNERS ASSOCIATION 

The Eagleton Fann:o~ llomcowner.; As.~ociation Board of Trustees, 
this 9111 day of July, 2003, does, 

by a unanimous vote, hereby resolve the following: 

WHEREAS this Board has been designated as the representative body of Eagleton Farms, 
an association of homeowner.; consisting of Seventy Four (74) homes, 

WHEREAS, this community is hordered on its south side by Stoopville Road and on its 
east side by Eagle Road, 

WHEREAS, The Eagleton Farms Homeowners Association (EFHA) has followed the 
regional traffic issues, which include the increll$ed truck traffic on Stoopvitle Road, out of 
concern for the safety of it1 residents, 

WHEREAS. The EFHA seeks to do that which is in the interest ofthe safety of our 
residents first, while understanding the role of a regional plan for long-term development, 

THEREFORE, be it RESOLVED that the Eagleton Farms Homeowners Association Board 
ofTrustecs requests the Newtown Township Board of Supervisors, who are elected 
officials responsible to the citizens who elect them, to direct the township's engineer to 
conduct a study of potential traffic: calming measures for Stoopville Road. This is a matter 
of long-term public: policy and safety deserving discussion and resolution in this public 
forum at a reasonable time for members of the community to attend and be heard. 

FURTHER. be it RESOLVED that the Newtown Township Board of Supervisors should 
direct that a presentation on the study ~ults be made at a regularly scheduled NTBS 
meeting within 60 days of this date, with sufficient notice being issued to township 
residents. in advance oft his presentation. 

Eagleton Fanns Homeowners Association Board of Trustees- July 9, 200 

,...--. ..... , . • . 1 ~ 
. ~.JCA..-L 
Debra L. Tate 7(1/()..J R 

r 
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ct5ttfij 
COUNCIL ROCK SCHOOL DISTRICT 

ADMINISTRATION & BUSINESS OFFICES 
Tho Cllancollor Center 

TlMOT>f'f' F. Killin'. ECU). 
~!VIDENTOFSC>tOOI:$ 

• 

Govemor l!:4W21'd Reoddl 
Main Capitol Dulldina 
Hmisbuq:. PA. 17120..3006 

30 Nonh Ch:ll'lceDor Streol 
H$wlown, FA 18&40 

~30,2004 

RE: Worthington MIJJ R.Md, Wright$1DWil TO'MIIlUp, Budai CoUllty, PA 

Dear.Oovcmor "R.end.oD: 

I would !Ike to briili to your 8ltellfion a safety iiSUC rcglll'ding ole safo 
tran~rtatlon of our sd!ool stucleo18. This Jituation involves provldin~ safa bus 
transpor1alion.for our studCDts on ~ abovo.refereoced road. 

Wortb.ingJOn Mill Road hu been dC:IIgtl21ed by lhe Depa:!ment ofTraaspotta.tlon 
as a hazardous road tbr sWool ~cmn to walk 10 SQ&ool or to lhdr bll3 ~top. 113 a rc:sult, 
w~ arc n:quim.i to p!ck Up and drop off studccl resld~ on Worthington Mill Road in 
the ~n~ffic laao; in fmnl of their homes. Dilling tha put ~~ years, we have r'onlgM 
stopping 40 times pa day on lbi' l .l·tDlle ~on of wioding. Jlli[I'CW, minar coDedot 
road. 

OUr adm.inistn11ion has noceMd many repo111 of qu.my traclcs pusin1: stopped 
8Chool buses from our diiven, school st\ldeD1s, IID.d parents. The 34,000 lb. to 80,000 lb. 
!nlcboften arcUDllhloto stop in tlme.l'areall afschoolstudeats presentodmewilh 
'Videotape of70 he.avytrl.leb tnvctina WortbingtDn Mill from 8:00 &.m. fo 9:00 lUll. on 
January 13, 2004, when aor h\=1 wernunnin:. The potaxtial for a tragic accidmt Is 
clear ao6 J)I'C'ellt.. 

Wo 1lrui it difficalt to undentmd why this hlsh wlum.e otheavy truck tnffie 
would be divertl:d 01110 $ox:b an inapptOpri~ road. rt is clearly appateu.t from 1ho 
pjotures and yj.dcos that this road is i.a.adoquaac for CO!MletdM tmck !ta.flio. Worthlogjon 
Mill Road undc:: ita preseot ~oes requh• immodiat~ action to ~ th~ safay 
of our stud~. 
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ThCJCouucil Roclc Scbool District wuuld KUpport a tnu:1c ban on this 1.1-mile 
segm.cnt ofWo~n }.fill "Road between Swmnp R~>ad and R.outo 413 In th~ int=t 
of the safety ot' ou: scllool stu.deD1s 1111d bus drlvm. In a.ddlUcm, it i$ obviOU3 th&t the 
priucipal uterlal hfl:hwaye in the amt are fat aafm: aod appropriete roads for this high 
votum~ ofhea-..y industrial truck traffic. 

We n:oquest }'0111' petsonal and i=.ailte involv;ml:lll in resotvinc this safuy 
IS$D~ bc:fum" mgi.c accideat OCGIIlll. 

Sln=ely. 

!Jf~P:J44, 
T1mothy Jl. KhtJy, Ed.D. 
Sopcrintendllllt ofScboota 

.. 

r 
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&hih,f-J[!]L. 
~~'U_o_w_n_s_h_i_p_o_f_L--o-w-_e_r_M_a_k-efi_I_el_d __ tf>F~~-· 

February 10, 2004 

Honorable David J. Steil 
Pennsylvania State Representative 
8 North State Street 
Newtown, PA 18940 

: 

BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 

Frank J. Faualore. Chairman 
Norman F. Stalnlhorpo, VIce-Chairman 
Scott I. Fegley, SecrotaryfTreasurer 
Grace M. Godshalk, Supervisor 
Steven J. Santarsiero, Supervisor 

RE: STOOPVILLE ROAD 
REHABILITATION PROJECT 

Dear Representative Steil.: 

The Lower Makefield Township Board of Supervisors is strongly opposed 
to the Stoopville Road Rehabilitation Project in Newtown Township. 

The Supervisors feel it is critical that industrial traffic be channeled to 
the Newtown Bypass and that the rehabilitation of Stoopville Road will 
only prove to further invite la1·ge truck traffic through residential 
neighborhoods at higher speeds. 

All state and municipal officials should recognize that commercial traffic 
is best suited for the higher level roads in our regjon, that is, PA Traffic 
Routes 413, 232, 332, Newtown Bypass and Principal Arterial Highway, 
Swamp Road which is the location of the four industrial quarries. 

Your per:severance in working toward amicable solutions to regional 
traffic problems is commendable and sincerely appreciated by the Board 
of Supervisors and the residents of Lower Makefield Township. 

TSF:ms 

1100 EDGEWOOD ROAD 
VAQnJ r;::v OA 1onF;"7. u:;cu:; 

Terry S. Fedorchak 
Township Manager 

;l,'{-'/311 

TERRY S. FEDORCHAK 

Townshio Manaoer 

(215) 493-3646 
FAX: (215)493·3053 
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cc: Scott Petri, State Representative 
. Tommy Tomlinson, State Senator 
Joseph Conti, State Senator . . 
Bucks County Conuuissioners ·· 
Board of Supervisors 
State Tr~sportation Commission 
Andy Warren, PennDOT 
Delaware Valley Regional Planning Commission 

.. ' 

r 



' 

. . · t:'Xh/1:>1~ ~ · 
' . (L~jf~\ 

Township of Lower Makefielde-r·· :r~-----
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 

Frank J. Fauatore, Chairman 

May 25, 2004 

Pete Stain thorpe, Vice·Chafrman 
Scon I. Fegley, Secretary!Treasurar 
Grace M. Godsh.llk. Supervisor 
Steven J. Santarsiero. Supervisor 

John Coscia, Executive Director 
Delaware Valley Regional Planning Commission 
The Bourse Building 8th Floor 
111 S. Independence Mall, East 
Philadelphia, PA 19106 

Dear Mr. Coscia: 

RE: STOOPVILLE ROAD 
REHABILITATION PROJECT 

Lower Makefield Township Board of Supervisors is pleased to note that 
the Stoopville Road Rehabilitation Project is not included on the draft 
Transportation Improvement Plan, and we are writing to urge that any 
requests to modify that aspect of the draft TIP be denied. 

The Supervisors feel it is critical that industrial traffic be channeled to 
the Newtown Bypass and that the rehabilitation of Stoopville Road will 
only prove to further invite large tnlck traffic through residential 
neighborhoods at high speeds. 

It should be recognized that commercial traffic is best suited for the 
higher level roads in the Lower Bucks County region, that i~, PA Traffic 
Routes 413, 232, 332, Newtown Bypass and Swamp Road which is the 
location of the four industrial quarries. 

Your favorable consideration of this request is appreciated. 

TSF:ms 

1100 EDGEWOOD ROAD 

Sincerely, 

tjt'f_(J 
Terry S. Fedorchak 
Township Manager 

,},II t/ /.31;-; 

TEARY S. FEDORCHAK (215) 493-3646 
VAOr"\t c:v 0/1. .. n ne? ~cne CI\V• I") tC:.\ AO'l..,.'l"~"t 
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cc: Board of Supervisors 
Joseph Conti, State Senator 
Tommy Tomlinson, State Senator 
David Steil, State Representative 
Scott Petri, State Representative 
State Transportation Commission 
Andy Warren, PennDOT 
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Exhibit$ {pg.ljlf) 

Recent crash/incident history involving heavy commercial traffic in our region 

August 3, 2000 

October I o, 2000 

Accident where an empty quar'ry truck killed one woman, pennanently 
injured another woman, and went through the wall of ll bank. 
The Augusl 4, 2000 Buclu; County Courier Times article, enlilled Runaway 
I ruck kills woman and crashes into bank, stated, "A womDn was killed and two 
people were injured yesterdlly morning when a dslmp truck pfowed Into two 
can on Eagle Road {Newtown Township}, then slammed through the wo/1 of 
the First Union Bank u1 the Village of Newtown Shopping Center." 

The woman who was kiUed was driving a large automobile and the woman who 
was permanently injured was in a small compact car. This incident exemplified 
ihe danger and damage that occurs when a qiWl)' truck goes out of control. 
Because of1hc nature of these vehicles (empty weight =20,000 lbs., loaded 
weight = 80,000 lbs.), truckers should be encouraged to talce Swamp Road 
(shortest route) to the Newtown Bypass, a four-lane, limited-access, divided 
highway built specifically for commercial traffic. These behemoth trucks 
should be kept out of residential areas. 

~ote this quote from AAA World, March/ April, !999: 

"Keep In mind that trucks typically weigh 20 ro -10 times as mMcfr as passenger 
car.e. 
Automobiles are utremB/y vulnaable ;.,hut they coO ilk with a larre truck. 
Th11 cnllLtion betwr:en an 801001J.pOJI/fd truck and a 2001J.pound car is similar 
to toki~rg n sle<lgehammer to an ~~mpty tin car. 98 PERCENT OF PEOPLE 
KILLED IN TJJIO-VBHTCLE CRASIIESINVOLVlNG A CAR AND A 
URGE TRUCK ARE THE AUTO OCCUPANTS." 

Accident between a gasoline taoker and loaded gravel truck on Taylorsville 
Road in Upper Makefield TowoJbip. 
The October 17, 2000 Bucks County Courier Times article, entitled Crash spills 
fuel near caoa!. stated, " A gasoline tanker and loaded gravel truck [weighing 
72,000 lbs.] collided yesterday on Taylorsville Road in Upper Malcefield tearing 
a hole in the tanker truck and spewing 1200 gallons of fuel onto the road. 
Eleven tons of gravel were tossed into the woods from tho other truck near the 
Delaware Canal." 

This incident exemplified the danger and damage that occurs when a quarry 
truck goes out of control. Because of the nature of these vehicles (empty 
weight = 20,000 lbs., loaded weight= 80,000 lbs.), truckers should be 
encouraged to take Swamp Road {shortest route) to the Newtown Bypass, a 
four-lane, limited-access, divided highway built specifically for commercial 
traffic. These behemoth trucks should be kept out of residential areas. 
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October J 1, 2002 

November I, 2002 

Fatal accident between <1 quarry truck and automobile on Windy Bush 
Road,Solebury Township. 
The November I, 2002 Bucks County Courier Times anicle, entitled Woman 
killed in collision with dump true~ stated," A 49-year-old New Hope woman 
was killed yesterday morning when the C3J' she was driving collided with a 
dump truck on Windy Bush Road near Pidcock Creek Road in Solebury ... A 
load of Sione spilled onto the roadway ... " 

The woman who was killed was driving a small compact car. This incident 
exemplified the danger and damage that occurs when a quarry truck goes out of 
control. 

* «Fatalities from large trucks have increased approximately I 0% 
from 1995 -1998. Trucks with a gross weight more than I 0,000 
lbs., account for a disproportionately large share of traffic deaths 
based on miles traveled 

People in passenger vehicles are especially vulnerable in collisions 
with large trucks because oftbe vast difference in weight between 
cars and large trucks." 

*Quotation from the Washington D.C. based organization, 
Advocates for Highway & Auto Safety 

ErnJlil from Sue Berman to the Lower Makdield Township Supervisors 

"Dear Scott, Wu, Grau, PdeandFranli, 
I am sad to refer you to the front pagt of the BUCKS se.ction in tot!JJy'sr 
Courier 71ma The ordcle Is entitled, Solebury- Woman kifld in colliYion 
with clump ftuck. 

This sad event drives home the point made In this quote: 

'Keep In mind that truck$ typically wdgh 20 to 40 tinra as much os pDS$enger = Automobile are 
=rm~efy vulnerable when they coffirk with a large truck. 17te co/Hsion he/ween an 80,000-pound trudc 
ond a 2000-pound CIIT Is simi/liT to taking a sldgeltommer to on tmpty dn can. 98 PERCENT OF 
PEOPLE KILLED lN TWO-VEHICLE CRASHES INVOLIIING A ClR AND A LARGE TRUCK liRE 
11lE AUTO OCCUPANTS.'-
AAA World, March/April l 999 

April 21 , 200J 

These truck.r artr given the npportunitv to choose Uruknltum Rd and travel 
al outrageou• .mudr 2417 rather than using the Bppas.r. a (ou,...lanl! limild 
access divided ltighwar built mui11cal/y (or such commercial trtrffic. Th~< 
Bvp= i• whee tltis trafflc belongs. 

I look fomard to the J U4 BOS metting where we will discuss this critical 
malta. , 

A 200 lb. truck tire flies into a back yard along Lindenhurst Road . 

r 

r 



May 5, 2003 Lower Makefield Township Board of Supervisors meelin' where Sherry 
Yesiboy prt!ented the Board witb written documentation regarding a tire 
incident that happened to her ntlghbor. 
The Board suggested that this document be included with the information to be 
reviewed at the meeting with the Secretary ofTransponation. 
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lJtHHJ fl ~/) fb. trtJc,t::. fir2.. ;41 €i.s JnftJ I)_ b tt.eK. tt~d t1VP/J~ !fJ'.-1L 
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On April 21, 2003 G. Magilton @ 1705 Powderhorn Dr. was wor king in his backyard 
en he thought he heard thunder. The 'thunder' turned out to be a 200Jb truck tire 

f~· wheel that had been jettisoned by a passing vehicle and landed in his Backyard. ( 
ritial investigation revealed that the lire had bet;n jettisoned by a vehicle traveling 

South on Lindenhurst Road. Tbe tire traveled across the opposing !ane of traffic where 
it struck tbe curb, bounced into the air and .flew approximately 40ft, coming to rest in 
the middle of his backyard. While investigating the tire that landed in the backyard, a 
second- mafching - jettisoned tire was discovered 100ft further north on another 
resid ent's backyard burm. 

Lower Makefield police have been to the scene and have created an Incident Report. It is a miracle that 
no persons or vehicles wer:e caught in the path of this massive debris. 

: l.:m..:I INext Page 

19 ireincident21 
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R.R.T.S. 
Residents for Regional Traffic Solutions, Inc. 

Mr. Gary Hoffman, P.E . 

PO Box 285 
Newtown, PA 18940 

RRTSbuckspa@aol.com 

. Deputy Secretary for Highway Administration 
Keystone Building 
400 North St., 8111 Floor 
Harrisburg, PA 17120-0095 

Representative David Steil 
2 North State Street 
Newtown, PA 18940 

April23, 2004 

RE: Written Comment Submission for the Regional Traffic Meeting 
held at Bucks County Community College on April22, 2004 

Dear Mr. Hoffman and Representative Steil, 

Thank you for accepting these written comments that I understand will become part of 
the record for the regional traffic meeting. While I do not believe Representative Steil 
publicly announced that written comments would be accepted for one week after the 
meeting, several residents overheard him telling me this at the end of the meeting. We 
thank you for the opportunity. 

Although I was disappointed that Representatlve Stell denied me permission to show 
two brief videos during my public comment, I appreciated that he retrieved them from me 
after the meeting and said they would be included in the summary of the meeting. 

VIdeo submissions 

• Submitted a CD that contains 3 videos entitled Byoassing the Bypass, 
CBStKYW3 Newscast, and Truck Danger on Worthington Mill Road. See Exhibit I. 

(Note that 90% of the commercial traffic turns off the Newtown Bypass onto lindenhurst 
Road, the first leg of a residential route that literally "bypasses the Bypass'. The residential 
route is comprised of Lindenhurst, Stoopville and Worthington Mill Roads.) 

• Submitted a CD entitled FOX 29 Newscast: Using rail to haul stone from the Swamp 
Road auanfes. See Exhibit II. 



• ( 
Recommendation to engage a consultant to do a regional studv for planning 

Mr. Hoffman suggested the townships engage a consultant to do a regional study for 
planning and said dollars are available through the Delaware Valley Regional Planning 
Commission (DVRPC}; federal funding is available. 

The Townships must engage a consultant who is outside the Bucks County 
umbrella of politics, or an OBJECTIVE regional plan will be unattainable. History 
has shown that lhe players under the Bucks County umbrella of politics make 
transportation decisions based upon self-interest and political agendas, in total disregard 
for the safety or the citizenry at large (See Exhibit J1I , Abbreviated historical accounting 
of manipulation of truck traffic). 

Who falls under the Bucks County umbrella of politics? 

• Senator Joseph Conti: In spite of attending a public traffic meeting at Lower 
Makefield Township (LMn in 1999 and pledging to make the truck traffic problem 11is 
#1 priority, he has shown a lack of leadership on this issue. In a recent Courier 

Times artide {Exhibit V ) he daimed about all he can do is "cajole" local officials to 
do the right thing. 

• 

RRTS comment: This statement is ipconslstent with the fact that state senators 
and representatives are deeply involved with transportation issues throughout our 
state and country. RRTS has developed a relationship with the Delaware Valley 
Regional Planning Commission (DVRPC)• and it is apparent that the transportation 
wishes of state senators and state representatives greatly influence planning 
decisions in the region. Senator Conti's lack of action on the truck issue speaks 
volumes about his disinterest in protecting the safety of the citizenry at large. 

Representative David Steil: 
1) When LMT requested taking over Lindenhurst Road from PennDOT in the 

interest of protecting its citizenry (November 2002), Representative Steil 
interfered. The tumback was denied, the only road tumback that PennDOT 
District 6 has denied in 10 years! 

2) In response to RRTS members' request to have stone moved by rail, 
Representative Steil is quoted in the Bucks County Courier Times article In 
Exhibit :zl1; as saying, "The DVRPC did a small study on trains and said the 
idea didn't even merit a full study ... The economics do not look very good." 

•see Exhibit yC new DVRPC CD entitled Creating TomOITQw Today. DVRfC 

.;$'1/311 
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The article also states, "Steil who agreed it [movement of stone] is a 'real problem', 
also conceded that there is little that can be done. Trains are uneconomical. Trucks 
cannot be barred from state roads because the owners pay taxes. And improving 
Swamp Road so fully loaded quarry trucks can use it instead of Stoopville and 
Lindenhurst Roads merely shifts the traffic elsewhere, he [Representative Steil] 
said." 

3) He maintains that •quarry trucks and college students don't mix" and his actions 
and words support this bias. He sends the mes5age to residents that quarry trucks 
and elementary school buses do mix and threatens to further endanger travelers 
along Lindenhurst, Stoopville and Worthington Mill Roads (a residential route with 
over 7,000 residents and 155 access points, most residential driveways), by his 
obvious support of the Stoopville Road Rehabilitation Protect (rather than traffic 
calming). 

In Exhibit :JaJ!. Representative Steil stated, • ... I would note that no resident of 
Newtown Township has contacted me concerning this project rstoooyl/fe Road 
Rehabilitation Project/." Rep. Steil wrote this letter in response to RRTS' letter dated 
216/04 (Exhibit'~ which speaks of several near misses between school buses 
and quarry trucks along the residential route and asks him to reject the Stoopvi/le 
Rehab. Project in all forums. Rep. Steil wrote a 2127/04 letter to the DVRPC (Exhibit 
...A) which states," I believe that DVRPC should make no decision regarding the 
improvements until we have had an opportunity to work with all of the impacted 
townships in developing some form of regional traffic plan." His failure to oppose the 
Stoopville Rehab. Project is consistent with the message he has given members of 
the public, that maybe not now, but someday, this project's time will come. 

4 )We find it unconscionabl~ that Rep. Stell hastily dismissed the railroad option for 
hauling stone and that he did not publicly support the ·suggested Detour Signs• that 
PennDOT Harrisburg posted in the interest of public safety. 

5) Representative Steil denied that a NO CONNECTOR ROAD CLAUSE (that would 
prevent a road being built through the CAU parking lot) was intended to be an 
integral part of LMrs requirements when LMT was negotiating an 
"Intergovernmental Agreement• with Newtown Township. 

S)The initiative to route high volumes of industrial traffic through ever-developing 
residential areas supports our belief that Representative Steil is not a qualified 
engineering professional and his actions and positions are not based on sound 
engineering practices. He has never supported encouraging the higher level traffic 
to use the higher level roads. 

RRTS comments: How hard should residents have to work to be heard by their 
state and local governments? It Is our opinion that it would never be appropriate to 
further jeopardize the safety of over 7,000 residents who live along the residential 
route [by doing the Stoopvi//e Road Rehab. ProjecO, residents who voted Rep. Steil 
into office to protect their health, safety and welfare. 

Bucks County Planning Commission (BCPC) Board: After compelling 
presentations by residents and RRTS AGAINST the Stoopville Road Rehab. Project 
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and FOR Traffic Calming Measures (LMrs #1 priorfty TIP project was Traffic 
Calming for_ Lindenhurst Road), this Board voted to send the Stoopville Road Rehab. 
Pro;ect forward to the DVRPC in the TIP process rather than the Traffic Calming 
Projects submitted for Lindenhurst. Stoopville and Worthington Mill Roads. 

There Is pressure In our region to upgrade the functional classification of Stoopville 
Road from a minor collector road to a Principal Arterial Highway. If this happens, 
Stoopville Road will no longer qualify for traffic calming measures, We fear the 
BCPC will attempt to justify this change when it revises the federal functional 
classification of roadways, a process that is currently underway per the DVRPC. We 
implore the BCPC NOT to upgrade the classification of this road. Traffic calming is 
essential to this road being used In a manner that Is consistent With the high level of 
residential development the townships have placed there. 

RRTS comments: RRTS questioned why the BCPC guidelines for the TIP Public 
Hearing forbid showing of CO's. The answers we got point to it being an arbitrary 
decision (likely politically motivated) that was Inconsistent with the State 
Transportation Commission guidelines for public participation in the TIP process. It 
was important for this Board to see 90% of commercial traffic in the region tuming off 
the Bypass onto the residential rout~ as this may have strongly influenced their 
decision. RRTS showed this CD at the State Transportation Commission Public 
Meeting and the picture saved a thousand words. 

In its oral and written testimony to this Board [and to the State Transportation 
Commission}. RRTS stated, • Pen?D_Ors District 6 must take responsibility for its 
part in creating this public safety~HfoUgh both its inaction and actions. We ask that 
you join with us In recommending that Mr. Warren re<:use himself from the TIP 
decision-making process for these projects because of the obvious conflicts of 
interest that exist As a long time resident of this area [and previous Bucks County 
Commissioner}, Mr. Warren naturally has many ties and the divisive nature of the 
traffic problems here demand a non-aligned professiOnal. In addition, decisions 
regarding these minor residential collector roads will have a direct affect upon traffic 
on the Newtown Bypass, and Mr. Warren has resided adjacent to the Bypass for 
years. We implore you to join with us in recommending that an impartial 
Professional Engineer at the PennDOT Harrisburg level be assigned to evaluate 
these projects throughou1 the TIP process. As you may know, District 6 is the only 
district in the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania Without a certified Professional 
Engineer (P.E.) at its helm." 

RRTS maintains that it is a disservice that PennDOT has assigned a prior Bucks 
County Commissioner to be District Administrator of this region. It is license for 
Mr. Warren to conduct himself as a pol~ician without the residents ever getting the 
opportunity to vote him In or out. 

• Andrew Warren, District Administrator for Penn DOT District 6: At the 4/22104 
regional meeiin~. Mr. Warren was disingenuous when hE! characterized Swamp 
Road as an "18 century stage-<:oach Indian trail". For most of the 30+ years that 
the road was restricted to loaded quarry trucks, empty quarry trucks used ~. 
demonstrating that it was truck-worthy. If there are deficiencies that exist on this 
road, Mr. Warren should be embarrassed rather than brazen, as he has played a 
part in leaving them unaddressed. 
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At a public meeting in Lower Makefield Township in 1999, Mr. Warren said he was 
"ambushed" by residents complaining about the dangerous truck traffic situation on 
Lindenhurst Road. He threatened to widen and straighten the road. This is 
consistent with his obvious mentality of wanting to move the goods and traffic AT 
ANY COST. 

At the DeC:ember, 2003 regional traffiC meeting in Harrisburg, Mr. Warren made a 
recommendation to compare the cost of Improving Stoopvllle and Lindenhurst Roads 
to the cost of improving Swamp Road, in tota.l disregard for the more than 7,000 
residents who live along the residential route. At the March regional traffic meeting 
at PennDOT King of Prussia, District 6 opposed using raised pedestrian crosswalks 
on Lindenhurst Road. We hope that Mr. Hoffman, Penn DOT Harrisburg, will keep 
his commitment to give raised crosswalks another look, as he maintains they have 
been successful in places near his home. 

RRTS does not accept half measures in Traffic Calming along Lindenhurst, 
Stoopville and Worthington Mill Roads. Failure to Implement measures that will 
maintain capacity while Improving public safety will result in fatalities. Residents 
are fearful for their children and themselves who must regularly travel these routes. 
This is a suburban setting whereby residents generally must travel by car or school 
bus for most of their daily activities outside the home. 

• DVRPC: RRTS questions whether this agency can be objective, given that 
Penn DOT District 6 is an integral player there and Mr. Warren has political ties as a 
result of his previous position as Bucks County Commissioner. In addition, current 
Bucks County Commissioners, who are members of the DVRPC Board, have a 
strong Influence there. 

La.st Thursday, the DVRPC Soard decided not to take action on a Regional Citizens 
Committee resolution encouraging rail carriers to submit proposals for moving 
aggregate from the Swamp Road quarries. It was stated that the Board will work 
with Bucks County, that there are probably as many FOR using rail as AGAINST 
using rail, that this would need to be looked at further before the Board would take a 
position. 

It was astounding how swiftly this issue was catapulted back under the umbrella of 
Buct<s County politics. It is now questionable whether we will get unfettered 
proposals that the region csn evaluate. Wrthout a doubt, the Short Line railroads are 
interested In the business. 

• Newtown Township Board of Supervlaon~: In the current TIP round, the Newtown 
Township Board of Supervisors championed the Slooovi!le Boad Rehabilitation 
Project that calls for widening and straightening this road (even though the most 
significant horizontal curves and problem intersection at Linton Hill Road are already 
being addressed by the developer of the McLaughlin Tract). This project will make 
the road even more of a speedway for trucks and is consistent with this township's 
philosophy of piece by piece, slowly but surely, in the guise of making the road 

,_ "safer", paving the way for a Bypass along the residential route. 

~5t1/.3?'7 

-.;:,.5/t-



• 

• 

The Newtown Twp. Planning Commission and Board of Supervisors refused to 
include traffic calming measures in the project description, despite outcries from 
residents who live along Stoopville Road. (See (}('l(t ~. an Eagleton Farms 
Homeowners Association resolution, and Exhlb. , letter from a representative of 
Eagleton Farms to th¥p:1f;~~~t~~ cg~c:;'tock School district.) 

This Boar<~r,ehementlyopposed PennDOrs posting of the "Suggested Detour 
Signs". [t.!4Vf<~IIJ11 1"-.tf.] 

A 1988 Newtown Township Traffic Study conducted by the DVRPC maintained that 
the synchronization of lights on the Newtown Bypass should be Newtown's #1 
priority. Even though this project was fully funded at the time, nothing was done until 
2002. A closed -loop traffic signal system was finally put into place in response to 
considerable pres.sure from RRTS. We hope that we can count on Mr. Warren's 
assurances that the lights will finally be operating in a timed fashion in Fall 2004 
once Penn DOT has finished upgrading the intersections at the Newtown Bypass & 
Buck Road and the Bypass & Route 332. 

Many past and current Newtown Township politicians live along Swamp Road and 
the Newtown~ss which results in an understandable conflict of interest (see 
map, Exhibi~ 

• Wrightstown Township Board of Supervisors: This Board has supported the 
weight restrictions on Swamp Road for over 30 years and vehemenUy opposed 
PennDOT Harrisburg's posting of the "Suggested Detour Signs•. 

Wrightstown Township commissioned Pickering, Carts and Summerson, Inc. to do 
an engineering study of Swamp Road in 1995. The draft copy of the study is entitled 
Engineering Study for Safety Improvements to Swamp Road. The findings of this 
study were never revealed to the public. 

The findings of Urban Engineers' May, 2002 SWamo Road Enaineerinq Study, 
prepared for Newtown and Wrightstown Townships, mirror those from the 1995 
study. 

The 1995 Wrightstown Township study identified the culvert south of Worthington 
Mill Road as being in worse condition than the culvert north of Worthington Mill 
Road, yet the northern culvert was selected for replacement. This resulted in 
perpetuating the artificial restriction of Swamp Road. 

When Mr. Pogonowski states, "When Swamp Road is opened to trucks ... • it Is 
misleading. The section of Swamp Road between the quarries and Worthington Mill 
Road has been opened to all trucks since replacement of the Neshaminy Cliffs 
culvert in 1998. He should be embarrassed and take responsibility for any 
deflciel)cies on this road that have been unaddressed. (Wrightstown Township was 
aware in 1992, if not before, that PennDOT was moving ahead on the replacement of 
the Neshamlny Cliffs culvert.) 

There is a pressure in the region to upgrade Worthington Mill Road to accommodate 
the truck traffic, that is, make it more conducive for the trucks to use the residential 
route rather than the Principal Arterial Highways and PA Traffic Routes in the region. 
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This solution is unacceptable to RRTS and undoubtedly would make one question 
whether our politicians deserve the honor of caring for the hea~h. safety and welfare 
of the very residents who voted them into office. 

In the last few years, Wrightstown Township Supervisors have approved the Miller, 
Better Materials and Eureka Quarry expansions without conducting Traffic Impact or 
Environmental Impact Studies. 

One Wrightstown Township supervisor lives along PA Traffic Route 232 and another 
lives across the street from the rail lines at the quarries, resulting in an 
understandable conflict of interest. 

• Upper Makefield Township Board of Supervisors: We fully expect Upper 
Makefield Township to submit written comments OPPOSING traffic calming 
measures on Lindenhurst Road afler hearing Mr. Worden's comments at the 4/22 
meeting. This township formally opposed the Lindenhurst Road tumback. 

RRTS comment: IT IS TIME FOR ALL TOWNSHIPS TO STOP GAME PLAYING 
AND POLITICAL JOCKEYING WHEN THE HEALTH, SAFETY AND WELFARE OF 
RESIDENTS AND TRAVELERS' SAFETY IS WHAT IS AT STAKE. All townships in 
our region should be pursuing traffic calming measures for all minor collector roads 
that are affected by high volumes of industrial truck traffic. These measures should 
be designed to maintain capacity and improve public safety. It is time for 
governments to do all they can to make the Plinclpal Arterial Highways and PA 
Traffic Routes in our region function as effiCiently and safely as possible and 
encourage the industrial traffic to use them. 

Coalition being fanned by Representative Steil 

At the 4/22 meeting, Representative Steil announced he is forming a regional coalition to 
continue dialogue on regional traffic issues and asked each township to send 1-2 
members to be part of it. 

Given the past misuse of power In the region regarding transportation Issues, how can 
residents be assured that this coalition will not be a continuation of the same? 

Pursuing the railroad for hauling aggregate from the Swamp Road quarries 

Given the past misuse of power in the region regarding transportation issues, how can 
this option receive an objective review? it was interesting to hear Mr. Pogonowski 
express his concern that rail might be used to haul stone 24f7 to western Pennsylvania. 
He has shown little empathy in the past for residents imploling his Board for help with 
the dangerous and voluminous quarry truck traffic. This traffic will escalate with the 
onset of the 1-95/ PA Turnpike Interchange Project, a 10-12 year construction project. 

As mentioned eartier, the Wrightstown Township Board of Supervisors approved the last 
Eureka Quarry expansion (and others before that) without even conducting a Traffic 
lm pact or Environmental Impact Studies. One has to question whether this Board is 
vigilantly protecting self-interest, to the detriment of the citizenry at large. 
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Thank you again for the opportunity to submit written comment that will be Included as 
testimony for this meeting. 

CC: Unites States Congressman, James Greenwood 
Governor Ed Rendell 
Secretary of Transportation, Allen Biehler 

'*State Transportation Commission ·(. 
State Senator, Joe Conti 
State Senator, Tommy Tomlinson 
State Representative, Scott Petri 
Bucks County Commissioner, Char1es Martin 
Bucks County Commissioner; Michael Fitzpatrick, Esquire 
Bucks County Commissioner, Sandra Miller 
Executive DirectoriOVRPC, John Coscia 
Andrew Warren; District Administrator, PennDOT District 6 

-ole DVRPC Board 
11t Regional Transportation Committee 
'lit Regional Citizens Committee 
'14! Newtown Township Board of Supervisors 
-/1' Lower Makefield Township Board of Supervisors *' Wrightstown Township Board of Supervisors 
11t Upper Makefield Township Board of Supervisors 
1/t Northampton Township Board of Supervisors 

Council Rock School Board President, Susan Vicedomini 
Council Rock School Superintendent, Timothy Kirby 
Pennsbury School Board President, Linda Palsky 
Pennsbury School Superintendent, Ralph Nuzzolo 
RRTS Membership (mass e-mail) 
Bucks County Courier Times 
Yardley News 
Advance 
Philadelphia Inquirer , 

( 
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There is a long history of misuse of power, when it comes to traffic planning in our 
region. Consider these points: 

-..... 
• For over 30 years PennDOT District 6 and local and state officials have manipulated 

the quarry truck traffic to keep loaded quarry trucks off Swamp Road. This was 
accomplished through a series of weight restrictions that were systematically placed 
on culverts along the road. (There are 4 quarries on this Principal Arterial Highway 
with 1 00+ years of quarry life remaining. Swamp Road becomes the Newtown 
Bypass just 3 miles southeast of the quarries). 

• The 1998 map entitled PennDOrs Truckers Guide to Pennsylvania does not show 
Swamp Road between Worthington Mill Road and the Newtown Bypass. RRTS 
questions how and why Swamp Road (a Principal Arterial Highway that connects 
1-95 to Doylestown, the county seat) disappears from this map and yet Worthington 
Mill Road and other minor residential collector roads appear on this map (Exhibit IV). 
This segment of Swamp Road is also missing on the 1997/98 Official Transportation 
and Tourism Map distributed by Representative Steil's office. RRTS was later told 
by PennDOT Harrisburg that this map serves as the base map for all other PennDOT 
maps. (We understand from PennDOT Harrisburg that the section of Swamp Road 
between Worthington Mill Road and the Newtown Bypass now appears on the 
current publications ofthese maps.) 

= RRTS members have worked thousands of hours in their efforts to mitigate the 
dangerous traffic conditions that have existed on Worthington Mill, Stoopville and 
Lindenhurst Roads as a direct result of truck traffic being diverted from Swamp 
Road. They have lobbied Federal and state politicians, the BCPC and the DVRPC in 
an effort to get funding and implementation of the full Swamp Road improvements 
recommended by Urban Engineers. It is thanks to residents that full safety 
improvements will finally be made to Swamp Road in 2008 (timetable per 
Mr. Hoffman), something that politicians and PennDOT District 6 have neglected to 
do for over 30 years, despite public outcry over safety concerns on the road. 
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O.tl -,mpa~es. WJm:.restd~l\1$ on t 1' tramc at L~ewrown. · twp. meet ) 
By JAMB £. .miN · 'l'oads Is dr$wing ~ truck 1i8l!ie aowd, ''butl don't ba •• -•• author!· 'Tm asking for your support. • school bus [on StoopvilloJ in h .:.ou· 
COUIWITMS i . , ·· ru\,d ~tlng a daiJijer ' to' ~I· tYtotelliOcalollicialswbattodo. Someresidentsfearthatthesuper- pie years," be said. 

Asalawmakerrepr1lii8Dlin8abo!;lt · d!:UtS. ' · ;! '"~ " ., "About all 1 can do ls aijole visors' plan towidenStoopvillewould Touching on other top!~ Conti 
half tbemunlcfpalltlesln Buck!; &tale : •In pai1ICuJal: the crovid or about them," said Conll. whoGe district turn the rood "lnnollllOthcr bypass." said g;unbUng lccislatlon "is just a 
Sen.JoeCoollbasalctaC IDiluenoe. . · ~ciledSiooiwllleand Wlig)IIStoWn · nlll!l from. Tullytown to (\fidielon Those In lheaudienceoonten<!ed matrer to time," adding that a \'ote 

HDWIMII; at a town meet1n& last · roads. Besides Newtown .'lbwt\shlp; . 'l'ownshlp m Upper Bucl<s. that quarry truckers 81'1! usmg oould come in Ma~ He noted that 
night, Conti, R·lO, oonoeded that , • residents. of Newtown Borough, · Coni! was respondlng to several Stoopvllle and Wrightstown mads gaming pJ'OC!!(!ds, along with a sue
when It comes to JocaJ issues, munlc- wrightstown aDd qppe~; ~d mnarlcs from .the aud,!ePce about nlher than the Newtown Bypass to cessful referendwn placing more 
!pal olllc!&ls hold swa:J< At Issue w&'l townshlps. ~ lnVltiit\.lo l!>e. S... • local highway sa!ell< reach Interstate~· emphasis on lnoome ta.•es 0\'er real 
the danger the truck tralllc Is IIQpos- s!on beld at the townsl!lt!'muillciRal "I'm disgusted with the people \VIdenlng the rood would make lt estate !axes, would benefit property 
Jni on local mads. bulldini on Route WI. , ; ' : [NcwlOVt'lJ Townsb!J? supervisors) "quick, Cast and dangerous," said a owners. 

Some In the aucllence said that · "I've bad some close calls on who sit .at that podium," · sail! Ed man who did not give his name. "My Jim s .. .,..,. • lrooiMco .... , ..,. 00 
the imjlrovement oi nel&hborbood those ·l1lAd8. too.~ ,CooU.ti>lli'the . Maseda, who lives on Stoopville. daUKhterisgolngtohewaltingfora ,_,ooatnowsOploiltySuib..Oom. 
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• Quarry trucks, air quality at ~sue 

Train transit of rock for the connector project is too costly . .Additional 
air studies also were discussed 

8Y RICK MARTnfi!Z 
Courier 11mes 
~ 

lbis is a story about a cboo-dloo train llw thinks it can move quarried stone fi:om 
· Wrightstown to Lower Bucks. 

lbo operators of the Ivyla.od-New Hope Railroad told state Rep. Dave Steil, R- 31, that 
tbey want tbe job of taking bundled.s of quarry trucks off local roads while the 
Pennsylvania Turnpike is being linked widlloterstate 9S. 

But Ibis is a modem filiy tale. And lllstead of everybody living happily ever after, the 
millions of dol !an it would take to build loading stations at tbe quarries make railroad 
can replacing tracks a very unlikely scenario. · 

o - - -- -
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~The DVRPC [Debware Valley Regiooa! Planning Commission] did a small study on ~ ~'\; 
ttains and said the idea didn't even merit a full study," said Steil. "Tbe cconomi~s do'"'~ _ ~ 

not look very good. • . ~cJt .,, """"' ~ ~ ..J.tf' 
Lower Makefield rcsidenrsCcrmao and Leonard Fra.neltowiak took the news 
bravely. Tbe two spoke a1 fn~:ts Community Economic lmpoct Review Group on a 
subjeot that bas been largely absent fi:om yean of debate about the tumpilcc project: the 
concerns of people living above RoutD 1. . · , 

Herman and Franckowiak asked tb.aJ Lower and Upper Makefield, Newtown 
ToWDShlp, Northampton and WrighiSIOWII be included in the coviro~~m.eatal study 
being conducted by tbe turnpike commiuion. Barring tb.aJ possibility, they want a 
second eoviroomeota!-study that would include those five 10wnsbips. 

Herman said people in those towns lll'C particularly concerned with trucks moving rock 
fi:om Wrightstown quarries to conCRto factories in Lower Bucks during the 12-ycar 
construction period beginning in 200S. 

'Tbe movement of all this stone ibrougb our streets would be devastating to our way of 
life," said Hormao, who lives olfLindenburst Road. · 

f:oal*ril~ ~i -B .' : <:CUBE i :~. wbo agreed it isa "real problem," also conceded that there ia little that can be J,&/ ; 311 .:{ 

:~ .'JL;.'tE! ~ 
-----~- Tl'1ins are uneconomical. Trucks cannot be baiTed fi:om state roads bCQUSe tbe own..-s ~) 

· pay tues. And improving Swamp Road so fuUy loaded quAil)' tracks can use it instead -.....;;-
ofSioopville and Lindenhurst roads merely shifts tbo traffic elsewhere, ho said. tJff, !rfl../t:R& 

bttp://www.phillyburbs.com/couriertimes/news/news_archive/0310tumpi.k:e.htm f Cl , 
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"Our approach';, to try and make roads as safe as we c:m, • said Steil, w£~~1 oL) 
includes Upper and Lower Makefield, Newtown Township and Borough, Yardley and 
Wrightstown. 

The legislator said the situation could be helped by more speed checks -possibly 
including the first-ever use of radar by local police- and inc:ea.sing safety checks and 
weight checks of quarry trucks.. ' 

Tell a friend about 
thf• story! '-... "' 

y011 Friend's N~ '\W Plus, Stoopville Road will be widened and Swamp Road probably will be straightened I and widened. Steil said improvements to the l:fewtown Bypau would make that 
, · highway the most palAtable route for trucks - and would avo1d lOCi) roads. o 

YO<S F-E,maii . ltPIJ) c/ o-fhe-.J qe-t -there_~ I Another issue was th~flossibility of an independent air qu'-rltyl study of the turnpike 

YO<SE-mail 

SEND! I 
•c~tZGOZ 
c.am.-.M. 
PriYq Policy 

project area. 

In September, the federal Environmental Protection Agency told the Federal Highway 
Administration that it would be OK to 1\md the twnpilte project because it wouldn't 
cause auy significant increases In air pollution in the PhUadelpbia area. 

That's not to say the project wouldn't result in more vehicles, more emissions, and 
therefore, more ozone pollution, as Beasa.lem activist Alex Udoweoko pointed out. It is 

· just to say that when the turnpike connector and two dozen other transportation projects 
in the Philadelphia area are lalcen together, they will not Increase air pollution beyond 
EPA standards, said Maroia Spinlt, associate director of the EPA air programs. 

http://www.phillyblUbs.com/couriertimes/news/news _ archive/031 Otumpike.htm 
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February 23, 2004 

Susan Herman, President 
ARTS 
PO Box285. 
Newtown, PA 18940 

COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYlVANIA 
HARRISBURG .. 

·' 

Subjeqt· Regional Traffic Problems, Referenc~ your letter 6, 2004 

Dear Ms. Herman: 

Thanks very much for your letter expressing concern about the Stoopville 
Road Rehabllita~on Project. I f)Ote that you have not forwarded a copy of 
this letter to the Boards of Supervisors of the three townships that are 
most Immediately affected by this project, Including Newtown Township, 
Upper Makefield Township and Lower Makefield Township. ·1 am taking 
the liberty of forwarding your letter to those municipalities. Further, I 
would note that no resident of Newtown Township has contacted me' 
concerning this project. · 

As we have discussed many times my efforts are to work toward regional 
solutions to this traffic issue by bringing the municipalities together to plan 
traffic routes and do the necessary road improvements that-provide safety 
and security for all residents of the municipalities. 

Sincerely. 

C.__2~. ~?o 
David J . Steil, State Representative 
31" Legislative District 

DJS!jld 

Terry Fedorchak, Manager, Lower Makefield Township 
Robert Pellegrino, Manager, Newtown Township 
Ric;hard Gestrich, Manager, Upper Makefield Township 

.. .. .. 
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Congressman James Greenwood 
Governor Ed Rendell 
Allen Biepler, Secretary of Transportation .: 
Gar-Y Hoffman, Deputy Secretaj:]' of Highway Administration 
Senator Joe Conti · · .• 
Senator Tommy Tomlinson 
Representative Scott Petri . 
Charles Martin, Bucks County Commissioner 
Michael Rtzpatrick, Bucks County Commissioner 
Sandra Miller, Bucks County Commissioner 
John Coscia, Executive Director, Delaware Valley Regional Planning Commission 
Susan Vicedomlni, President, Council Rock Schoof Board 
Timothy Kirby, Superintendent, Council Rock School 
Linela Palsky, Pennsbury-Schoof District · · . · · · - - ·· 
Ralph Nuzzoio, Superintendent, Pennsbury Schoof District 

I 
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Residents for Regional Traffic Solutions, Inc. 

Smte Representative David Steil 
2 North State Street 
Newtown, PA 18940 

February 6, 2004 

R E: Regional T r affic P roblem' 

PO Box 285 
Newtown, PA 18940 

RRTSbuckspa@aol.com 

• Request to rej ect the StObpviUe Road Rehabilitation Project 

• NEAR MISSES/ R O AD RAGE caused by mismanagement of m inor 
residential collector roads. 

Dear Representative Steil, 

As you know, residents have worked thousands ofhoW"S in their effort to mitigate the dangerous 
traffic conditions that exist on Lindenhurst, Stoopville and Worthington Mill Roads (minor 
residential collector roads with well in excess of7,000 residents living along them). The 
dangerous traffic conditions exist due to the failure ofPennDOT District 6 and local and state 
officials to address the functional deficiencies on the principal arterial highways in our region. 
These parties continue to implement changes step by step that make the minor residential 
collector roads more conducive for use by commercial, industrial traffic and make the arterial 
highways in our region less conducive for use by heavy truck traffic. Their actions fly in the face 
of sound engineering practice and jeopardize the health, safety and welfare of constituents in their 
charge. · 

Note that Lindenhurst, Stoopville and Worthington Milt Roads will often be referred to as the 
"residential route" in this memo, as collectively these residential roads form a 9 .7 mite circu.itous 
route that heavy commercial traffic is currently diverted to and encouraged to use. 

STOOPVILLE ROAD REHABILITA TION PROJECT (Request for you to lobby to reject 
tbis project in all forum5) 

The Bucks County Planning Commission Board recently voted to send the Sroopvl/le Road 
Rehabilltallon Protect forward to the Delaware Valley Regional Planning Commission (DVRPC) 
in the TIP approval process rather duUJ the TrafRc Calming TIP ProiectJ submilfed tor 
Llndenhur:<t, Sroopvil/e and Worthington Mill Roads. The selected project will encourage higher 
volumes of traffic at higher speeds along the residential route, exacerbating an already volatile 
situation. 

r 

r 

r&:J 



r"' The Stoopville Road Rehabililation Project calls for: 

• ... further straightening of this road, even though the most significant horizontal curve 
and problem intersection is already being addressed by the developer of the McLaughlin 
Tract. The other gentle curves calm the traffic and elimination of these will make this 
road a speedway. 

• . .. further widening of this road. Again, lbis is in direct opposition to traffic calming 
measures desperately needed on this rrunor residential collector road and the other roads 
on the residential route. A .~ider road will encourage traffic to go even faster. In 
1999/2000 this road was rehabilitated twice at taxpayer cost of over $1.5 million. In this 
climate of tight fimding, all dollars should be put toward malcing the principal arterial 
highways in our region the most effective for handling heavy industrial traffic. 

We formally request that you, Representative Petri, Senator Conti, Senator Tomlinson, and the 
Bucks County Commissioners lobby PennDOT Harrisburg, the State Transportation Commission 
(STC) and the DVRPC to REJECT the Sloorwille Road Rehabilitation froject during the TIP 
approval process and replace it with Traffic Calm ing. We request that you champion reje<ting 
this project as part of the regional traffic solution that is being decided in current meetings with 
PennDOT Harrisburg. As you know, this project is included in Newtown Township' s list of 
traffic priorities to be forwarded to Deputy Secretary Gary Hoffinan. 

NEAR-MISSES BETWEEN SCHOOL BUSES AND REA VY INDUSTRIAL TRUCKS 

As we have told you, other local and state officials, PennDOT District 6, PennDOT Harrisburg, 
the STC, the DVRPC, the BCPC and Pennsbury and Council Rock School Districts on numerous 
occasions, a catastrophe is imminent along this residential route. At.afeJ>ruary 2003 meeting in 
your office, when a fellow resident told you the voluiJle of commercial traffic on Lindenhurst RD 
was unacceptable, you responded that the accident data didn't support that a serious safety 
problem exists. Once again, Representative Steil, our grass-roots organization urges you to stop 
the diversion ofheavy trucks onto this residential route BEFORE a busload of kids is killed. 

Consider these foreboding incidences, just a sampling of what occurs on a daily basis along this 
residential route: 

January 21. 2004: there wu another near-miss between a school bus and a quarry truck along the 
residential route. lt occurred near the entrance of the Rosefield development and was witness«! and beard 
by residents. lt was immediately reported to the bus company and later reponed to Council Rock School 
District. 

The bus made a left tum out ofRosefield development and was accelerating on Stoopville RD heading 
towards Route 532. A speeding quarry truck barreling down Stoopville from Route 4 I 3 came up behind 
the bus, llUlking no anempt to slow down but making good use of the hom. The truck sped by the school 
bus on the opposing side of the road. lt was pure luck that no one was burt or killed -the loaded quarry 
truck weighed 73,000 lbs. 

Drcembq B. 2003: there was yet another incident on Worthington Mill RD where a loaded quarry truck 
was unable to stop for a Council Rock bus. The bus was stopped (red lights flashing and stop asm out) a1 a 
bus stop a! 990 Worthington Mill RD and the drive.- pulled the stop arm back u the truck came within 
inches of the bus. Lucky for the school student (who was about to exit the bus and cross Worthington Mill 
RD]that the bus driver realized the truck wasn't going to stop and refrained from opening the door. This 
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incident was reponed to the bus company and Council Rock School District. Such incidents occur all too 
frequently on this road. 

s~ot~mber. 2003: The Courier Times (article dated 1115/04, entitled Resident.< wanttn act before tntck 
rrartedv>. wrote about a near-miss between a Council Rock bus and 3 truck on Wrightstown RD that 
occurred in September, 2003. A truck traveling towards the bus came over the double yellow line on 3 

curve and took off the side mirror of the school bus. The truck didn' t stop. This was reponed to Council 
Rock School District. 

Seorember, 1002: a loaded oil tanker on Worthington Mill RD could not stop for a Council Rock bus that 
was stopped at Estates Court to pick up. children. This was reported to Council Rock School District. 

September, 200/; a little girl was almost hit by an eighteen wheel truck when crossing Lindenhurst RD to 
board her school bus at the stop at Trowbridge DR. Public statements regarding this incident were made to 
the Pennsbury School Board and Lower Makefield Township Board of Supervisors. 

April. 1999: I, personally, became involved with this safety issue when a Council Rock bus was almost hit 
by a loaded quarry truck at the bus stop a1 Lindenhurst RD and Autumn DR. The truck swerved around the 
bus onto a front lawn to avoid making contact. Politicians at all levels are well aware of this incident. 

ROAD RAGE FOSTERED BY THE DIVERSION OF HEAVY TRUCKS ONTO THE 
RESIDENTIAL ROUTE 

Regnrtilnr: tltt! January 2/, 2004 ne.ar-mi.u m~<ntiont!d ahav~: The Council Rock Transponation 
Department told us there were three reports made about this incident. One from the resident who witnessed 
it, one from the bus driver and one from the trucker involved. The trucker called Council Rock after the 
incident and reported that he followed the bus to the Newtown Grant bus stop on Hemlock DR and got out 
and yelled at the bus driver. The trucker did not give his name. 

Januarv/9. 2004; A RRTS member was approaching the stop sign at Worthington Mill RD and Route 413 
preparing to cross Route 413. An IS-wheeler quarry truck(53 ' long) was turning left onto Worthington 
Mill RD. Since the trailer con3Umed the opposing traffic lane and needed to aoss into the .RllTS member'$ 
lane as well, the truck driver opened his window and cursed at the individual for having not calculated how 
much room the tractor trailer would need to make the tum. The individual was forced to go on a neighbor's 
yard to let the truck pass. 

Representative Steil, we have been a.lanned in the past by your failure to address the ill
functioning Newtown Bypass and your interference in Lower Makefield Township 's effort to 
take back Lindenhwst Road from the State in the inten:st o f public safety. We can only conclude 
that you are satisfied with 90% of the heavy trucks turning off the Newtown Bypass jU.5t Y. mile 
from 195 onto Lindenhurst Road, the minor residential collector road at the beginning of the 
residential route. It is unconscionalble that the l!!!G quarry operations on Swamp Road (a 
p rincipal arterial highway) do not have direct access to the Newtown Bypass (the safest type road 
in the region for heavy commercial traffic) and that Swamp Road has been artificially restricted 
to heavy trucks for over 30 years. You have been in the legislature for the past 11 years and have 
not been capalble of mitigating this serious public safety issue. Your modus operandi has been to 
talk about your concern and then support the status quo by sidetracking any meaningful effort to 
create a safe traffic environment along the residential route. Instead, you support thD interests of 
a select few to the dettiment of the citizenry at large. 

In summary, we ask you to REJECT the Stoouville Road Rehabi/jtation Project in any and all 
forums and ask you to vigorously pursue funding and immediate implementation of the strictest 
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traffic calming measures along Lindenhurst. StoopviUe and Worthington Mill Roads. The dollars 
to implement traffic calming are minimal, the value of our children's lives, immeasurable. 

We implore you to stop sanctioning lining us up like bowling pins just waiting to be struck. It is 
not too late for you to do the right thing. 

Very truly yours, 

CC: Unites States Congressman, James Greenwood 
Governor Ed Rendell 
Secretary ofTrartSportation, Allen Biehler 
Stare Transportation Commission 
Deputy Secretary of Highway Administration, Gary Hoffinan 
State Senator, Joe Conti 
State Senator. Tommy Tomlinson 
State Representative, Scott Pe:ri 
Bucks County Commissioner, Charles Martin 
Bucks County Commissioner; Michael Fitzpatrick, Esquire 
Bucks County Commissioner, Sandra Miller 
Executive Director/DVRPC, John Coscia 
DVRPCBoard 
Regional Transportation Committee 
Regional Citizens Committee 
Council Rock School Board President, Susan Yicedotnini 
Council Rock School Superintendent, Timothy Kirby 
Pennsbury School Board President, Linda Palsky 
Pennsbury School Superintendent, Ralph Nuzzolo 
RRTS Membership (mass e-mail) 
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CONMONWEAUII Of PEliNmVANIA 
IIARRI$8UR1i 

February 27,2004 
:.;.! . .. 

Mr. John Coscia, ExectJtlve Director 
Delaware Valley Regional Planning Commission 
The Bourse Building 
111 South ·Independence Mall East 
8111 Roor 
Philadelphia. PA 19106 

Subject: SA 2028, Stoopvme Road 

Dear Mr. Coscia: 

It Is my understanding tftat ttie Bucks County Planning Commission has 
foJWarded to the Delaware Valley ~egional Planning Commission 
(DVAPC) a request for Inclusion in the PennDOT 12-Year Plan of road 
improvements to StoopVille Road also known as SR 2028 in Newtown 
Township, Bucks County. 

As you know there has been extensive controversy In this general area of 
Bucks County concerning heavy truck traffic related to the quames in 
Wrightstown Township and alSo originating from quarries in upper Bucks 
CQunty along with increased truck traffic loads on SR 0413. Much of this 
traffic uses Stoopvme Road and Undenhurst Road (SR 2069) to reach 
Interstate 95. 

Since the early 1990s I have sought regional solutions to this increasingly 
complex issue. I continue to believe that only ~e various municipalities 
acting In concert will ultimately provide effective traffic management and 
safety on all of the roads In the region. 

After much effort we appear to be moving toward a meeting of elected 
officials of tha fiVe affected municipalities to begin the process of exploring 
solutions. While I have no specific comments to make on Newtown 
ToWnship's proposal for Stoopville Road, 1 do believe that we must 
consider the outlet of that road. Where Stoopville Road ends, the 
townships of lower Makefield and Upper Makefield will be Impacted 
severely by the traffic emanating from Stoopvme Road. Therefore, I 
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believe that DVAPC should make no decision regarding the improvements 
uritil V>'B have had an. opportuni1y to work with all of the impacted 
townst)ips in developing some form of regional traffic plan. I am confident 
Ill at Newt.own Township will work with itS neig~bors to ensure that _they do 
not Increase traffic loads, redvca safety, or create UJimanageable 
problems as a result of Stoopvllle Road improveme~. 

1 would appreciate your advice and thoughts regarding this matter. 

Sincerely, 

C ) . ·o 
David J. Stell, State tlepre 
31 <t Legislative District · · · 

OJSijld 

. . . . .. 

cc: Robert Pelligr'ino, Manager, NeWtown Township 
Richard Gestrich, Manager, Upper Makefield :Township 
Terry Fedorchak, Manager Lower Makefield Township 
Lynn Bush, Executive Dlrec;tor, Bucks County Planning Commission 
Representative Scott Petri · 
Senator Joe Conti . 

. Gary Hoffman, Deputy Secretary of Highway Administration 
Andy Warren, District AdminiStrator, Distrlct-6 

· Representative Rick Geist, Chairman 
House Transportation. Committee 

I 
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RESOLUTION OF 

THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF THE 

EAGLETON FARMS HOMEOWNERS ASSOCIATION 

The Eagleton f'anns I lomeowners Association Board of Trust~. 
Ibis 9111 day of JuJy, 2003, does, 

by a unanimotL'I vote, hereby resolve the following: 

WHEREAS this Board has been designated as the representative body of Eagleton Farms, 
an association of homeowners consisting of Seventy Four (74) homes, 

WHEREAS, this community is bordered on its south side by Stoopvillc Road and on its 
east side by Eagle Road, ( 

WHEREAS, The Eagleton Farm!! Homeowners Association (EFHJ\) has followed the 
regional traffic issues, which include tbe increased truck traffic on Sloopville Road. out of 
concern for the sa(ety of its residents, •. 
WHEREAS, The EFHA sc:cks to do that which is in the interest oftbe safety of our 
residents first, while understanding the role of a rqional plan for long-term development, 

ntEREFORE, be it RESOLVED that the Eagleton Farms Homeowners Association Board 
ofTrustc:cs rc:qucsts the Newtown Township Board of Supervisors, who an: elected 
officials responsible to the citizens who elect them, to direct the towns.hip's engineer to 
conduct a study of potential traffic calming measures for Stoopville Road. This is a matter 
oflong-tenn public policy and safety deserving discussion and n::solution in this public 
forum at a reasonable time for members of the COIIUUunity to attend and be heard. 

FURTHER, be it RESOLVED that the Newtown Township Board of Supervisors should 
direct that a presentation on the study results be made at a regularly scheduled NTBS 
meeting within 60 days of this date, with sufficient notice being issued to township 
residents. in advance of this presentation . 

Eagleton Farms Homeowners Association Board ofTrustees- July 9, 200 

•/ .. · ----·~ 
, :,:W~s). . . 



Robe~ C. G~ynor 

Mr. Will.iam Burke 
Council Rock School Board President 
Cha.ricellor Center 
30 North Chancellor Street 
Newtown. PA 18940 

Julv 14, 2003 . . 

13 Millers Road 
Newtown, PA 18940 

(21.5) 504-5249 
. . 

RE: Stoopville Road danger to school buses 

Dear Mr. Burke: 

We an: writing this letter to ask for your help and infonu you of the danger present to our 
children (and all school children) who ride on Council Rock school buses and tmverse StoopviUe 
Road. 

As you are aware, quany trucks and other large commercial trucJc.s aad tnlilen use Stoopville
Road as a .. short-cut" from 1-95 to quarries and businesses to tho north ofNowtown. As residents 
living in a sub-division off of StoopviUe Road. we constamJy drive along (and cross) StoopviUo 
Road daily. We see, first hand, the inability of these tiUcb to mDaiJJ in their traVelling Janes and 
fully stop a1 iotcrs=dons. Often, these quany ttudcs do not eveD slow down at signed 
intersections or m:l traffic lights. These loaded trucks, which weisfl 80,000 pc:Mmds, have had 
numerous nc:ar-mis•es with traffic on Stoopville Road. For cumple, oo Friday before 
Thanksgiving. 2002, Ill a foggy 8:12 A.M .. a quarty truck blew through the StoopviUe-Eagle 
Roads intersection without slowing down. Fol'tnDBteJy, the quick adion of a Newtown resident 
driver Ill tJw intersection prevented her from being tlauened by this behemoth. Imagine the 
damage such an incident would have done if sc:hool had been in session and a bus had been at th111 
intersection instead of a small carl · 

A crash with one of these trucks will, more oftra then not. result in death. We can an n:mcmber 
the truck tJw ran into the bank in Newtown, ldlling one woman and permanently debilitating 
another. We believe tJw the cum:nt situation on StoopviUe Road is an aa:idmt waidng to 
happen and are alarmed tJw under the guise of safety, many have SUJ'POIUdlproposed the 
widening and straightening of this residential road that tnJcka are divened to. This hu actually 
resulted in even more truck traffic traveling Ill higher speeds and is clearly not tho answer. 

The Eagleton farms Homeowners Association passed a Resolution (dated July 9. 2003) which 
was presented to the Newtown ToW115hip Board of Supervisors at their Board meetingonJuly9, 
2003 (Resoludon aitaehed). This Resolution asks the Newtown Township Superviso~ to direct 
the township engineer to determine wh.Bt ttaffic rnlming measures can be employed to make 
Stoopville Road safer and to present his findings to residents at a Board ofSuperviso~ meeting 
within 60 days. /J..? J./511_ . 

We respectfully request that the Council Rock School Board urge the Superviso~ to malcc a (!f) 
motion to act on this resolution and fast-track review and implemeotalion oftr.lffic c:alming f!·'-o/1-6 
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measures along Stoopville Road. It is our hope that the Supervisors will make such a motion at ( 
the next Board of Supervisors meeting on July 23, 2003. Any correspondcn~ you can initiaie in 
support of.this action would be greatly appreciaied and key to gettiDg our children out of harm's 
way when traveling in b~es on this road. ' · 

Since your School Board has the ultimate responsibility of protecting the safety of its students, we 
also appeal to you, as an advocate for your students' safety, to go on record in a letter to Deputy 
Secretary of Transportation, Gary Hoffman, in which you make your concerns known about the 
dangerous traffic condition along Stoopville Road. • 

. . . 
We understand that you have made your traffic con~ms known to Mr. Hoffman about another 
road in the Council Rock district {Worthington Mill Road). As PennDOT is interested in the 
position of the school dimict wb~ safety is cooc:emcd, we believe thai your input on the 
Stoopville Road dangers would have a positive impact on protecting the health, safety and 
welfare of our children. 

We hope that you (as we, and all other parents) tmd this serious safety issue one thai bas been 
ignored for too long. Please do not hesitate to contact me should you have any questions. 

Thank you for your time and consideration. 

• Mr. Gary Hoffinan. P .E. 
Deputy Secn:tary for Highway Administra1ion 
P.O. Box 3541 
Keystone Building 
Hanisburg,PA 17105-3541 

CC: Dr. Timothy Kirby; Superintendent, Council Rock School District 
Jack Pinheiro; Council Rock Supervisor of Pupil Transpo.rtation 

( 
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RESOLIITION OF 

THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF THE 

EAGLETON FARMS HOMEOWNERS ASSOCIATION 

1ne Eagleton farms llomenwners Association Board of Trustees, 
this 9lh day of July, 2003. does, 

by a unanimou."' vote, hereby resolve the following: 

WHEREAS this Board h8.5 been designated 11.5 the representative body of Eagleton Farms, 
an association of homeowners c,onsisting of Seventy Four (74) homes, 

WHEREAS, this community is bordered on its south side by Stoopville Road and on its 
east side by Eagle Road, 

WHEREAS, The Eagleton Farms Homeowners Association (EFHA) has followed the 
regional traffic issues, which include the inCn:ased truck traffic on Stoopville Road, out of 
~ncem foi the safety of its residents, 

WHEREAS. The EFHA seeks to do that which is in the interest of the safety of our 
residents first, while understanding the role of a regional plan for long-term development. 

mEREFORE, be it RESOL YEO that the Eagfeton Farms Homeowners Association Board 
ofTrustees requests the Newtown Township Board of Supervisors, who are elected 
officials responsible to the citizens who elect them, to direct the township's engineer to 
conduct a study of potential baffic calming measures for Stoopville Road. This is a llllltter 
of long-term public policy and safety deserving discussion and resolution in this public 
forum at a reasonable time for members of the couununity to attend and be heard. 

FURTHER. be it RESOLVED that the Newtown Township Board of Supervisors should 
direct that a presentation on the study ~ulls be made at a regularly scheduled NTBS 
meeting within 60 days of this date, with sufficient notice being issued to township 
residents. in advance of this presentation. 

Eagleton Farms Homeowners Association Board of Trustees- July 9, 200 

-·- ..... 
Debra L. Tate 7{1/o;s4 
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S.R. 2028. Section SP2 - stoooville Road Phase II - MPMS 88083 
Project Oescrlptlon 

This project involves the const ruction of improvements at multiple locations along Durham Road (S.R. 
0413}, Stoopvil le Road (S.R. 2028}, Eagle Road (a Township Road), Washington Crossing Road (S.R. 
0532), and Highland Road (a Township Road), in Upper Makefield, Lower Makefield, Newtown, and 
Wrightstown Townships, Bucks County, PA. The project limits extend from the Stoopvllle Road/Durham 
Road (S.R. 0413) intersection to the village of Dolington along S.R. 0532. The proposed improvements 
include: 

• Improvements to the S.R. 0413/S.R. 2028 intersection by widening S.R. 0413 to provide an 
exclusive left-turn lane on southbound S.R. 0413 for vehicles traveling to eastbound Stoopville 
Road. S.R. 0413 will have variable widening on both sides to reduce Right-of-Way impacts. S.R. 
0413 will be Widened to thl! west a maidll)Um of five feet beyond the existing e,dge of pavemj!nt 
for a length_ of:gl)s feet ~fong· S.R. 0413. ln addltion,"s.R. Q413 will be Wl~~n~.dto the east a 
maximum of four feet beyond the existing edge of pavement fora length of 730 feet a-long s.R. 
0413. There Is no widening proposed for the Stoopville Road approach to the Intersection. A 
new traffic signal will be installed at this intersection. 

• Construction of a walking path along the north side of Stoopville Road from east of Rosefield 
Drive to Eagleton Farms Road/Hemlock Drive; along the south side of Stoopville Road from 
Eagleton Farms Road/Hemlock Drive to Eagle Road; continuing along the west side of Eagle 
Road to Marigold Drive; along the north side of Stoopville Road from Creamery Road to the 
intersection of Stoopville Road/Washington Crossing Road; and continuing along the north side 
of Washington Crossing Road to Highland Road. The walking path will be a 6' wide bituminous 
path that is set a minimum of 4' off the edge of existing pavement. Decorative crosswalks and 
new ADA-compliant curb ramps will be Installed for the walking path crossings at the 
intersection of Eagleton Farms Road and Stoopville Road; at Stoopville Road and Washington 
Crossing Road; and at Washington Crossing Road and Highland Road. The walking path 
construction will require the extension of an existing pipe culvert which carries a tributary to 
Hough's Creek beneath Stoopvllle Road between Highland Road and Creamery Road. The pipe 
will be extended 12 feet to allow for the walking path to cross over the tributary. 

• Widening of the west side of Highland Road at Washington Crossing Road to provide an 
exclusive right-tl,irn lane from southbound Highland Road to westbound Washington Crossing 
Road. This improvement is needed due to additional t raffic on Highland Road as a result of the 
new US Veterans Cemetery that was recently constructed on Highland Road. The wideninG 
extends a maximum of 15 feet from the edge of existing pavement for a length of approximately 
250 feet. The widening is not on the cemetery property. Several utility poles will need to be 
relocated to accommodate the widened highway; these poles will be relocated directly behind 
the edge of the new pavement (within 10 feet of the edge of pavement; final location to be 
determined by the utility company). 

• Installation of additional t raffic control signs and gateway signage along Washington Crossing 
Road through the village of Oollngton, including a multi-way stop at the intersection of 
Washington Crossing Road and Dolington Road (S.R. 2075) (if approved by the Traffic 
Unit). Construction is limited to the addit ion of stop signs at the intersection of Washington 
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Crossing and Oolington Roads; the painting of stop bars on the pavement; and the installation of 
post-mounted gateway signage adjacent to the shoulders of Washington Crossing Road 
approaching the intersection. There is potential for the Traffic Unit to require the installation of 
an overhead flashing warning device at the intersection as part of the multi-way stop 
Installation; this would. require the construction of traffic signal mast arms adjacent to the 
roadway shoulder, at a distance no greater than five feet from the edge of the existing 
pavement. The need for Hashing warning device installation will be determined during 
preliminary engineering. 

ltfi-a c.A,.., Mr:iZ" 
(~~~) 
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DAYIDJ. 

2 NORTH STATE STREET 
HEWTONN. PA 18940 
PHONE ~1!} .. 3975 

, -:__ HOUSE POST OF'F1CE eox 202020 
"''M<t2.7.SOU"nfOFFICEBUIU>ING 

MAIN CAPITOl. BUILDING 
KA.RAJSSUAQ, PA 171 20o2020 

PHON£ (717) J72.53SI8 

June 20, 2002 

Ms. Susan Herman, President 
RRTS 
PO Box285 
Newtown, PA 18940 

.?ltluse o/ Jf.e;;ruentatt've> 
COMMONWEALTll OF PENNSYLVANIA 

HARRISBURG 

SUBJECT: Your letter May 28, 2002 

Dear susan: : 

STATE GOVERNMENT 
INTERGOVERNMENTAl AFFAIRS: 

01AIAMANISU8COMNJTTEE ON 
I'!'DEAAUST•TE AEl.AnONS 

tAilOR RElATIONS 
POUCYOOMMfiTEE 

CAtiCU§E9 
DELAWARE CANAL STATE PAAK CAUCUS 
DELAWARE RIVE,_ CAUCUS 

Although your Jetter is an amalgam of various written and verbal communications we have had over 
several years, I will try and respond In a way that reflects current thinking. Not all of the issues as you 
have described them are necessarily related In a sequential context I will try to respond in the· same 
order as your paragraph numbers one through five and to the questions apparently raised within those 
paragraphs. 

1. Th.e statement "quarry trucks and college students don't mix" was not my comment, but rather I 
was p~s_si[lg along the comments made by 1Wo. separa~e. q~arry C?W~~- in .QU! yisits _!() t.b.¢m in 
1999 and 2000. What they were saying, I believe, Is that for the 20-25 percent of trucks which 
they control that they won't necessarily send those trucks by way of Swamp Road when it is open 
to truck traffic especially during the periods of day when students are entering and exiting the 
community college. 

It is my position that Swanip Road and its safety improvements should be done as an integrated 
project. While the project and its various entitles may be phased, we must be assured that the 
safety issues are addressed within a known timeframe and with a funding and construction 
commitment. That is my opinion regardless of Pennoors statement. 

You have suggested that I recommended tripling the budget figure for this project to some $23 
million. I don't know where that information came from because I never made such a 
recommendation. There were conversations between myself and other parties including the 
municipalities and the Planning Commission where we developed some worst case scenarios 
about the cost of the Swamp Road corridor project I recall those figures being in the $18-$23 
million range, but they were nothing more than estimates and were never intended to be the value 
of the pr9ject for the TIP submission. These discussions were .simply to ensure that we did not 
underestimate the cost of the project. That can be devastating in eventually completing the work. 
Further, we did not have any information from Urban Engineers at the time these discussions 
were had. 
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2. In this paragraph you indicate that I have provided •continued active supJ)ort" for the Stoopville 
Road Improvements. I don't !<now where that conclusion Is drawn from. No recommendation has 
come from my office, no written communications have been made, no cost estimates prepared, 
and no suggestion for Inclusion In the 12-Year Transportation Plan has been made by me. It Is 
true that certain residents and the Board of Supervisors in Newtown Township have kept me . 
aware of the project. In general, I believe that road improvements must be planned as part of the 
overall transportation plan of any community experiencing significant growth. I would disagree 
with your characterization of Stoopville Road as ·a residential route• and a later reference as it 
being a "minor residential collector road. It Is neither of those, It Is a state highway. It Is clear1y an 
arterial route, routing traffic flows over four municipalities. Again, that is my opinion. 

3. I disagree completely with your statement that truck traffic has been artificially directed toward our 
neighborhoods for over 30 years. First of all your neighborhoods did not exlst 30 years ago. 
SecondlY, alrofttf~~i'MdS"hSCI Been state hiQiiWays fof30-years·anatneyare opeli''fOUSe by 
any properly licensed and registered vehicle. There has been no artificial diversion of traffic from 
one roultt to another, except that the closure of Swamp Road due to weight restrictions has 
prevented use of that route. 

4. The pressure or lobbying efforts came from the people who live In Wrightstown and also Included 
residents of Newtown Township. 

5. First, we have been unable to confirm that Penn DOT has any plans to further weight restrict the 
culverts on Swamp Road. Although that Is always a possibility, it is not a current issue. We will 
continua to address Swamp Road by encouraging Its Inclusion and funding In the fil"l!t four years 
ofthe 12-Year Plan. 

We hope that this addresses your concerns and If you have any questions please advise. 

Sincerely, 

L 2 .. ·o 
David J. Steil, State R~presen 
3111 Legislative District 

DJSI]Id 

·~ ·- - -- -· · ~-- -

tive 

- _,_ ..... --· ____ .. - -. -





~- :R.B..T.S. 
Residents-for Regional Traffic Solutions, Inc. 

State Representative David Steil 
2 N. State St. 
Newtown. PA 18940 

May 28, 2002 

Dear Representative Steil. 

PO Box 285 
Newtown, PA 18940 

RRTSbuclcs@aol.com 

We appreciated your meeting with us on May IS, 2002 to discuss the serious public safety issue 
petpeiuBied by the continued restriction of Swamp Road. We would like to clarifY several key points made 
during the meeting. 

1.) You said you bave never had a problem doing the Swamp Rd. Corridor Improvement Project and'that 
you encouraged Lynn Bush and the DVRPC to put all parU of the project in the first four years of the 
Twelve Year Plan, however, on several occasions you have publicly •1Aled thai quarry trucks and 
college students don't mix. We understand and share your concern regarding the community college 
students, and we are concerned with the safety of l!!ltravelers in our region. As you know, our traffic 
engineer bas said that one benefit of a large concentration of vehicles (like at the college) is 
"Expectaru:y." A driver will expect that a vehicle may be entering or exiting the college and act 
accordingly. "Expectancy" does not apply to the 9. 7 mile residential route that truclcs arc being 
diverted to, as lhere arc 155 access points along this route, most of which arc residential d.riveways. Is 
your position that the opening of Swamp Road should be delayed until all improvements are made to 
the roadway. in spite ofPENNDOT's statement that there is no basis for restricting trucks from using 
the road (Feb., '2000 Newtown/ Lower Makefield Township Truck Restriction Study)? _ 

Also, you recommended nearly tripling the budget figure for this project when it was submitted to the 
Bucks County Planning Commission Board for consideration for the 2001 Bucks County 
Transportation Improvement Program. Sec Attachment I, I '2/03/0 I memo from Susan Herman to you, 
and Attachment II. 11/23/01 memo from Susan Herman to Susanne McKeon, which address the 
S23+ Million figure thai you recommended be budgeted for this project. Urban Engineers estimated 
project cost at S8.8 Million after completing a $100,000 engineering study. In this era of budget 
constraints, it seems likely tlult such a price tag ($23+ Million) would have resulted in the project !lQ1 

making the TIP. 

2.) You minimized the seriousness of the safety iS5Ue that bas resulted from the cominued diversion of 
heavy truclcs away from the Newtown Bypass onto longer routes through residential neighborhoods. 
This is underscored by your continued active support for widening Stoopville Rd. to 12' lanes and 4' 
shoulders, which will encourage higher volumes of traffic at greater speeds through our residential 
neighborhoods. Now Newtown Township wants to acquire an 80' right-of-way at the Toll Brothers 
project. Encouraging huvy truclcs to use this residential route rnther than tho Newtown Bypass (a 
four-lane, limited ac~ss divided highway) is unconscionable. Wear~ dismayed that you are 
promoting widening this minor residential collector road rather than promoting traffic calming 
measures for it. 

-. 





r ·. 3.) You staled that you don't feel one route is better than another for heavy trucks. As you know, the 
Newtown Bypass is the safest road for heavy vehicles. That is what it was designed for. According to 
the Institute for Transportalion Engineers, "Control of access is among the most influential geomeuic 
aspects affecting CTliSb frequency on the highway system." Also, your statement, "I'm not going to 
artificially direct traflic one way or another" seems to contradict some of the history related above. As 
you know, we have had the truck traffic artificially directed toward our neighborhoods for over 30 
years. Is it your position that truck traffic should continue to be diverted or are you now in favor of 
opening up the most direct route to the Newtown Bypass, ibe safest road in the region for heavy 
trucks? 

4.) We found it interesting when you said there was a lot of pressure to have supervisors look at other 
culverts on Swamp Rd. when the bridge north of Worthington Mill Rd. was replaced. From where did 
this pressure come? Also, we appreciated your candor when you said that there was a lot of pressure 
from Swamp Rd. people not to improve the road (after the 1995 study). 

5.} We expressed our concern that Andrew Warren told a group of residents at a meeting in his office on 
March 20, 2002 that the weight limit on the weight-restricted culvert is about to be lowered. The result 
will be that 112 quarry trucks may use the Newtown segment of Swamp Rd. to access the Bypass and 
1-95. This willsxacerbste an already volatile situati.on. How do you plan to address this issue? 

We look forward to getting a copy of the hmer you are writing to the State Transportation Commission. 
You advised us that it is to state: 

Your support for construction of TIP Bll, the Swamp Road Corridor Improvement 
Project, to be completed within the first four years of the Twelve Year Plan and your 
support for funds to be allocated to complete construction of TIP B II within the first four 
years of the Twelve Year Plan. It will also State your position that it is unacceptable to 
weight restrict the culvert at the west entrance to BCCC in the event that the culven just 
south ofWorthington Mill Rd. is replaced. 

We noted yourstatement that, "We can phase the safety program- probably won't get all funding 
at the same time. That's okay." 

We also appreciate your commitment to talk to Senator Joe Conti and suggest thst he may want to consider 
sending a letter, as well, in support of opening Swamp Road. We look forward to receiving a copy of the 
letter you are writing to the State Transportation Commission and look forward to your response to the 
questions raised in this letter. 

Thank you fur your tims and consideration. 

Very truly yours, 

~--
President 
R.RT.S. 

J. YJ.-/ :317 
I ., 
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Public comment made by Sue Herman at the 4/13/05 Newtown Township 
Board of Supervisors meeting 

Residents were shocked to learn on March 31, 2005 that the Delaware Valley 
Regional Planning Commission (DVRPC) will be doing the Regional Traffic Study 
for Representative Steil's Traffic Task Force. 

The Task Force promised one thing and delivered another. The minutes from 
the January Task Force meeting stated that PennDOT Harrisburg would use 
Gannett Flemming to do the Regional Traffic Study. Residents liked this, as 
Gannett Fleming's m<~in office is located outside our region. It seemed this would 
provide objectivity- much needed, since for over thirty years there's been a 
history of municipalities manipulating truck traffic within our region. 

Residents felt extremely disrespected at the March Task Force meeting, for 
without any explanation that the consultant had been changed, Representative 
Steil introduced a DVRPC staff member and asked him to explain how the 
agency would conduct the Study. 

As you know, the DVRPC did a Newtown Township Traffic Studv in 1988. Here's 
page number 61 from the study, a map entitled "Year 2000 Highway Network
Northern Bypass Scenario•. The red path is the "Northern Bypass·. It's 
comprised of Worthington Mill Road, an upgraded intersection at Route 413 & 
Stoopville Road, upgraded Stoopville Road, extended Silver Lake Road, and 
upgraded Silver Lake Road leading out to the existing Newtown Bypass. 

The more than 9,000 residents who live along this residential route [route where 
Northern Bypass is depicted] hope the DVRPC will not revisit the "Northern 
Bypass Scenarip" when doing the current Regional Traffic Study. It's time for the 
"Northern Bypass· to be officially rejected, once and for all, by all state, regional, 
county and municipal players. It's time for all officials, agencies and Penn DOT to 
acknowledge that commercial traffic is best suited for the higher level roads in 
our region. These are PA Traffic Routes 413, 232, 332, the Newtown Bypass 
and principal arterial highway-Swamp Road, the location of the four industrial 
Wrightstown quarries. 

It's time to get the Ill-functioning Newtown Bypass and neglected arterial 
highways in the region functioning optimally, so they can handle today's traffic, 
as well as, tomorrow's [traffic]. These are the roads intended to carry 
commerqial traffic (per the municipalities' Comprehensive Master Plans]. It's time 
to make good on intentions. 
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._MEMORANDUM 
Otl1w1re Valley Region•T 
Pt.lnning Commlulon 

ItO frL INOEPlOE:HC! YAll WEST • IT It HOO" ~ IJHILAOI!I.PHIA, PA ltlOI-UU II>- PHONE: 2U. StJ. Utl ~fAX : 1U. SU.tiU ,_ WWW,OVRPC.ORG 

MEMORANDUM 

Date: January 11, 2008 

To: Terry Fedorchak, Manager - Lower Makefield (three copies); 
M.ark Craig, Councilman- Newtown Borough (two copies); 
Joe Czajkowski, Manager- Newtown Township (three copies); 
Bob Pellegrino, Manager - Northampton (three copies); 
Dave Nyman, Interim Manager- Upper Makefield (three copies); 
Eileen Bradley, Administrator- Wrightstown (two copies); 
William Wins lade, Acting Manager- Yardley Borough (three copies) 

From: Jerry Coyne (direct phone= 215.238.2850; email= /coyne@dvroc.orgl 

Subject: Addendum to the Bucks County Regional Traffic Study Final Report (October 
2007) - Copies of Municipal I Task Force Correspondence 

Attached please 'find an Addendum containing copies of all Municipal and Task Force . 
related Bucks County Regional Traffic Study correspondence received or issued after 
the release..ot_the draft report (7131/2007) through the completion of the Final Report and 
the last Regional Traffic Planning Task Force meeting (1012912007). This Addendum to 
the Final Report is being made available to those who received a hard copy of the Final 
Report (dated: October 2007). 

Because of municipal elections and possible board reorganizations, I am sending you 
(as staff to the RTPTF members) pre-punched sets of these letters, etc. (In quantities 
equal to the number of hard copy final reports provided to your municipality). A copy of 
this cover memo is provided with each enclosed Addendum. Please distribute copies to 
the appropriate elected individuals who will continue to be, or will become the new 
RTPTF members. The pre-punched enclosure is intended for addition to the Final 
Report binder. 

A listing of the municipal representatives previously serving on the RTPTF (i.e., up to the 
10129107 meeting) is provided as an attachment to this memo. The extra copy of the 
enclosed addendum package Is for your binder I records. 

As was also requested of staff, an electronic version of the enclosure will be available 
via a link from the project website's (www.BucksCountyRegionaiTrafficStudy.org) Home 
page. 

Att.chment ilnd enclosure 

Over for additional distlibution 



dvrpc .,.MEMORANDUM /ftlttC/,mD/Tf _E. 

cc: (memo, attachment and enclosure) 
Mr. David Steil, PA House of Representatives 
Mr. Scott Petri, PA House of Representatives 
Mr. Louis Belmonte, PennDOT (two copies) 
Mr. Francis Hanney, PennDOT 
Mr. William Laubach, PennDOT 

; 

Mr. Richard Guinan, PA DCED (reference DCED Grant- Contract No. C000018880) 
Mr. Richard Brahler, Bucks County Planning Commission 
Mr. Jay Roth, Jacobs Edwards and Kelcey 
Mr. Stanley Nlemczak, Jacobs Edwards and Kelcey 
Ms. Rachel Smith, Jacobs Edwards and Kelcey 
Ms. Karen Jehanian, KMJ Consulting, Inc. 
Mr. Barry Seymour, DVRPC 
Mr. Donald Shanls, DVRPC 
Ms. Candy Snyder, DVRPC 
Mr. Richa.rd Bickel, DVRPC 
Mr. John Ward, DVRPC 
Ms. Eileen Gallagher, DVRPC 

page2 
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Ducks County Regional Traffic Study Appendix A 

ltegionnl 'frnfiie Planning Task For.:e .t!ro;et Tenm iUembers 

Regional Traffic Planning Task Force Membership 

Creg Caiola, Supervisor - low<r Makefield Township 
Ronald Smith, Supervisor - Lower Makefield Township 

Mark Crolg, Council Member - Newtown Borough 

Anne Goren, Supervisor-N~wtown Tow~ts/Jip 
Jerry Scbenkman, Supervisor-NI:wlown Township 

Vince Oton, Supervisor- Northampton Township 
Perer Palestlna , Supervisor-Nnrlflnmp/on Township 

Do old Rattigan , Supervisor- Upper Makefield Towns/rip 
Robert West, Supervisor- Upper Mul<efltld Township 

Jane Magne, Supervisor - Wrightstown Township 

Chris Harding, Council Member- Yardley Borough 
Joe Hunter, Council Member - Ynrttley Borough 

David Steil. Member - PA House qf Reoresentative.r (31" Di1·trict) 

Scott Petri, Member - PA Nouse of Representatives ( 17ll• District} 

Project Management I Tecbnical Team 

Donald Sbaois, Deputy Executive Director - DVRPC 
Jerry Coyne, Manager, Office of Transportation Studies - DVRPC 

Louis Belmonte. District Traffic Engineer - PenuDOT Dlstricr 6--0 Office 
f'rancis Hanney, Assistant District Traffic Engineer - Penn DOT District 6-0 Office 

William Laubach, Manager, Bureau ofHig)l\vay Safety and Traffic Engineering- PennUOT Central Omoe 

Richard Brahler, Senior Transportation Planner - Bucks County Planning Commission 

Joseph (Jay) Roth, Principal-in-Charge - J acobs Edwards and Kelcey 
Stanley Niemczak, Project Manager- Jacobs Edwards and Kelcey 
Rachel Smith, Traffic / ITS Specialist - Jacobs Edwards and Kelcey 

Karen Jebaoian, President - KMJ Consulting, Inc. 

;.Y0/ 3 '71 
I 



c., 

0 

,, 

Bucks County 
Regional Traffic Study 
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Addcndtun to Final Report 

Copies of 

i.Umu(!i)Jal I Regional Traffic Planning Task Force 

Cor•·cspondenee 

(Received / Issued between 

J•d;,- 31, 2007 und October 29. 2007J 

January 2008 
DELAWARE VALLEY REGIONAL PLANNING COMMISSION 

www. b ucksc ou n lyregio n a I tr 3 ffic study .org 
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Coyne, Jerry 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 

Jane Magne Umagne@verizon.net) 
Monday, September 17.2007 11:29 AM 
Coyne. Jerry 

Page I of2 

Subject: Re: MEEnNG REMINDER! Bucks County Regional Traffic Study: Public Open House #3 • 
Regional Traffic Planning Task Force Members 

Dear Jerry, 

Here are my commenls to date on the Bucks County Regional Traffic Study draft report with respect to 
statements concerning Wrightstowrt Township. 

On page 5-25 the suggested long-tenn improvement to the intersection of Durham Road and Second 
Street Pike is just plain silly (sorry I cannot express it more diplomatically). The roadways suggested 
around the CVS (Old Anchor Inn site) and the Anchor Crossing Shopping Center are simply not 
feasible. However, we have bad a suggestion in the past for an elongated roundabout at this 
intersection. Even this may not be feasible but perhaps the idea could be entertained. Certainly both 
the northbound and southbound lanes of Second Street Pike could definitely benefit from left hand 
turning Janes. Tuning lanes are not as critical on Durham Road, but through traffic does pass turning 
vehicles on the right if there is stacking at the intersection. 

The village of PeM's Park along Second Street Pike was not suggested for traffic calming and definitely 
should be. Tiie fast-moving traffic tends to ignore the fact that this is a dense residential area. It is one 
of the oldest historic villages in the County and with Rt. 232 dividing it, it has a much more difficult 
time retaining its historic character then even historic Wycombe where traffic calming measures are 
suggested. 
On page 5-42 a proposed improvement in Penn's Park would be to fill in the swales although it does not 
mention how. The most effective way would be to pipe the water on the east side of the road where the 
ditches are the deepest and most treacherous. 

On page 5-55 a suggested improvement is to construct shoulders on Washington Avenue and Cherry 
Lane. This is not something that is necessary. On Cherry Lane especially this would eliminate almost 
all of the trees along the road which gives the appearance of an alley which in tum slows down drivers. 
This is also a major quality of life issue because the trees buffer the houses from the noise of the 
roadway. In addition, Cherry Lane and Washinglon Avenue are not where accidents are occurring and 
the traffic volume is very low. Instead, traffic dollars would be much better spent on Mill Creek 
improvements. 

On page 5-8 Rush Valley Quarry in Rushland is still active. 

Regards, Jane Magne 

Coyne, Jerry wrote: 

Dear Ladies and Gentlemen of the Regional Traffic Planning Task Force (and their staff): 

FYI ... 

10/11/2007 
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Page 2 of2 

• Our third Public Open House meeting has been scheduled for September 20, 2007 between 
6:00 PM and 9:00 PM In the multi-purpose room 1 cafeteria of the Richboro Elementary 
School. The attached meeVng notice supplies more details about the meeting. 

• The role of project representatives that evening will be to explain how comments received on 
the draft report will be integrated Into the Final Report; and take any outstanding comments 
on the effort. Our project website (www, BucksCountyRegionaiTrafficStudy.org) has been 
updated accordingly to allow you and our guests to prepare for the evening. 

Ads for the meeting will be placed In area newspapers beginning the week of September 10ih. A 
similar email has been sent to Stakeholder and Qlmmunlty group representatives [or a brief letter to 
the effect wilh a hardcopy of the meeting announcement enclosed. via USPS. for those we do not 
have email addresses for). 

Jerry Coyne 
Project Manager 
Delaware Valley Regional Planning Commission 
190 N. Independence Mall West 
Philadelphia. PA 19106-1520 

Phone: 215.238.2850 
Fax: 215.592.9125 
Email: jcoyne@dvrpc.org 

tA?'f/ .311 
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1011112007 
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September 18, 2007 

Delaware Valley Regional Planning Commission 
190 Nonh Independence Mall West, 8111 Floor 
Philadelphia, PA 19106-1520 

Attention: Jerry Coyne, Project Manager 

Re: Bucks County Regional Traffic Study 

Dear Mr. Coyne: 

a: •• L., ~?'<·"" ~ 
.eoa~,., .-.!?»-~ 

~- tJ!I'-+w.. (9{)h 
(iuti) 497- tf## 
~ (ktQ}-197- 1017 

I am wri~ng as Solicitor on behalf ofNewtown Township. 

On behalf of Newtovm Township, the Board of Supt:rvisors 11re requesting a 45 
day extension to respond and comment upon the draft report relative to the Bucks County 
Regional Traffic Study. 

I would appreciate it if you would confinn that Newtown Township has an 
additional 45 days in which to comment and make reco.mmendations. 

Should you have any questions, please don't hesitate to contact me. 

PRB:jk 
Cc: John M. Boyle, Interim Manager 

Etoard of Supervisors 

PAUL R. BECKERT, JR. 

rJ/10/311 



-

Township of Lower Makefield 
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 
Flo• Sm;lh, Cha~man 
Greg C.iQta, Viee·Cn.ai1m3n 
Steve Sant&uteco, SecretuyiTteuurer 
Gr~ee /.1, f'alk•nson Godshalk, Supervll:or 
Pete St.t!nthorpe, Supetv'"or 

September 19, 2007 

Mr. ,Terry Coyne, Project Manager 
Del.lware Valley Regional Plruming Commission 
190 N. Independence Mall West, 81

h Floor 
Philadelphia, PA 19106 

Re: Bucks County Ree iooal Tnffic Study- June 2007 Draft 

Dear Mr. Coyne, 

In conjunction with the Public Open House scheduled for September 20, 2007, Lower Makefield 
Township takes this opportunity to express our comments on the June 2007 Draft of the Bucks 
County Regional Traffic: Study (BCRTS). The draft report has been reviewed by our Citizen$ 
Traffic Commission and our Township Traflic Engineer Traffic Plruming and Design, lnc. A 
chapter or page ancl pardgraphllable/figure reference is provided at the end of each comment in 
parentheses for each comment for e01se of reference. 

Lhldeullurst Road 

I. The functional classification should be revise<.! to "urban collector". (p S-15,, l) 

2. ihc report should specify that Lindenhurst Road has been used by tr~ffio as an alternate to 
the Newtown Bypass due to poor operational performance of signalized intersections along 
th~ Bypass ancl past restrictions for truck traffic on Swamp Road. (page 5-15, '2) 

J . Th~ report should be revised ro indicate that at the publishing date of this report, Lower 
Makerield llas begun consuuction for traffic c:Jiming improvements for Lindenhurst Road 
and the design for additional phases oftraflic calming improvements. (p 5-15. t 4) 

4. Under the "Fu tur~ 'No-Build' Conditions" discussion, it is stat~d thal, ''A cursory analysis 
was also performed on Lindenhurst Road to evaltJatc the impacts of potentially diverted 
traffic volumes from operational changes in other area roadways.'' Please elaborate on what 
nnolyses was perfonned ancJ what assumptions were made about the diverted traffic volumes 
and operational changes. (p 5- 16, ,i 4) 

1100 EDGEWOOD ROAD 
YARDLEY, PA 19067· 1695 

;..'U/31~ 
I 

TERRY FEDORCHAK 
Town.tni(l M~g•t 

(215) (93-3646 
FAX: (215) 493-3053 

E·Mail: Hedor@lml.org .. 

( 

( 
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Mr. Jerry Coyt1e, ProjC(t Manager 
September 19, 2007 
Page 2 

l 215 <193 3ffi.3 p . e3/ 07 

5. The report Ncommcnds straightening the curve along the southern section of Lindenhurst 
Road. We believe this curve provides much-needed traffic c~lming and that taking it out will 
lead to a higher design speed and cncourul:le rnore usc of the corridor by regional through 
traffic . The Township is not in favor of this improvement unless sil!Tlificant safety concems 
are identified by the study. (p 5-17, Table S-3c) 

Stoopville Road 

6. The functional classification should be revised to "urban collector". (p 5-18, ~ I) 

7. Tile report should specify that Stoopville Road has been used by traffic as an alternate to the 
Newtown Bypass due to poor operational pcrfom1ance of signalized intersections along the 
BYPass and past restrictions for truck traffic on Swamp Road. (p 5-18, 12) 

8. Under the "Future 'No-Build' Conditions" discussion, it is stated that, "A cursory an~lysis 
was also performed on Stoopvill~ Road to evaluate the impacts of potentially diverted traffic 
volumes from operational changes in other area roadways." Please el~boratc on whnt 
analyses was performed and wh3t assumptions were made about the diverted traffic vo lumes 
and operational changes. (p 5-19, ~ 4) 

9. At the int.:rscction of Stoopville Road nnd Washington CYossing Road, the ex isting geometry 
provides for the major "thtbugh" movement to occur on Washington Crossing Road, which is 
cla.~sified as an arterial road, with Stoopvillc Road, classified us a collector road, joining 
Washington Crossing Road ns the minor approuch. With the roundabout layout shown in 
Figure S-3. the major "through" movement is shifted to Stoopville Road west of the 
intersection. To maintain the intended ro:~dway classifications and usage patterns of both 
roadways, the roundabout should be shifted to the south. This wouh.l allow the "through" 
movement on Washington Crossing Road to remain omd provide better access for those 
coming from/going to Stoopville Road than what currenlly exists. Page 5-20 of the BCRTS 
states that, "An alternative for the Stoopville Road and Washington Crossing Road 
intersection is included in figure 5-3." We recommend that several alternatives, including a 
signalized intersection, for this intersection be evaluated to ensure the future layout of this 
intersection will not adversely affect U1e character of the ro~dways and surrounding area. 
Lower Makefield Township t!oes not favor the alignment shown in Figure 5-3. (p S-20, ~ 2, p 
5-21, Table 5-Jb, Figure 5-3) 

I 0. The report should recommend that access management improvements be included in the 
Stoop"ille Rood/Washington Crossing Road improvement project for adjacent property 
owners that currently have uncontrolled access in order to further improve the safety and 
capacity of the inte~;ection. (p 5-20, Table 5-Ja, Table 5-3b) 



Mr. Jerry Coyne, Project Manager 
September 19, 2007 
Page 3 

II. Figure 5-3 should also include the municipal boundaries located within the propos~d project 
area in order to detennine which components of the project are located within Lower 
Mnkefield, Newtown and Upper Makefield Townships. 

12. The report states that Stoopvillc Road is intersected by Worthington Mill and Wrightstown 
Roads. These roadways do not intersect Stoopville Road. (p 5-19. 1 5) 

Newtown Bvpass 

13. The functional classification ofthe Bypnss should be revised to "Other Arterials" and "Minor 
Arterial" a.s indicated on PennDOT's most recent lilnctional classification map for Bucks 
County. (p 5-27, ~ I) 

14. The intersections of the I·95 southbound and northbound ramps with the Ncwto\\11 Bypass 
should be added to the list of signalized intersections. (p 5·28) 

15. While the extended eastbound right-tum lane is a needed improvement, consideration should 
be given to widening the southbound on-ramp to two lanes. Crashes occur frequently at this 

r 

location due to the volume of vehicles merging into one lane shortly after cnrering the ramp. ( . 
(p S-30,13. p 5-31. Table 5-6c) 

16. Under the ''Future 'No-Build' Conditions" discussion. it is st<lled that, "A cursory analysis 
was also p~rformod on the Newtown Bypass to evaluate the impacts of potentially d iverted 
traffic volumes from oper~tion~l changes in other area roadways." Please elaborate on what 
analyses was performed and what assumptions were made about th~ diverted traffic volunHlS 
and operational cha.nges. (P 5-30. ,I I) 

17. With a 55 M.P.H. speed limit and the reconfigur~tion of the ramp on the eastern side of 1·95. 
vehicles are typically traveling at higher speeds on the Newtown Bypass bridge over T-95. 
Installation of a center divider is recommended to minimize the opportunity for crossover 
collisions. (p 5-30, ~ 3, Table 5-6b) 

18. Even with the ne~ ramp configuration, traffic exiting 1-95 North and turning left toward 
Newtown continues to experience significant delay during the afternoon peak hours. Given 
the tight turning radius and volume oftruclcs making this left-tum, few vehicles are able to 
make the tum during the allotted green time. The signal timing ancl!or turning radius should 
he evaluated to ensure the coordinated signal system and r3nlpS are functioning optimally. (p 
5·30. 1 3, Table 5·6b) 

I 9. If an ~ddition~l c~stbound through l~ne is required at a later time, a right-tum only lane must 
be maintained for the eastbound approach to Stony Hill Road. (p 5·30, 13, p 5-31, Table 5-
6c) 

( 



' 

Mr. Jerry Coyne, Project Manager 
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20. The report should identify long range significant capacity improvements to the Bypass such 
as additional throul:h lanes and grade separated intersections in order to meet the future travel 
-demands of the region. It is Lower Makefield Township's opinion that the bypa.ss be the 
focus of significant improvements so that collector and local roads do not serve the function 
of the Bypass af\er it has exceeded its capacity. {p 5-30, 1 3, p 5-31, Table 5-6c) 

21. The recommendations for Traffic Signal Improvements - Newtown Bypass Traffic Signal 
Enhancements Initiative should include a statement regarding continued coordination 
between Lower Makefield and Newtown Township for system maintenance and periodic 
study of the corridor to ensure that the traffic signal system is operating optimally in the 
future. (p 5-30, ~ 3, Table 5-6a) 

Tnvlorsville Road/Main Street/Yardley-Morrisville Road/Pine Grove Road 

22. The I-95/Scudders Falls Bridge improvement project should be included under "Conc11rrcnt 
ProjeciS" since this will include th~ reconstruction orthe I-95fTaylorsville Road intcrch:mge. 
(p·S-65, ~ 4) 

23. It is unclear why a roundnbout has been recommended for the intersection of Taylorsville 
Road/Main Street & Dolington Road/McKinley Avenue. A more detailed altem01tives 
analysis (includin!: a signali~ed intersection) should be provided that takes into account 
improvements to Taylorsville Road-as part of the I-95/Scudders Falls Bridge improvement 
project, both in tenns of geometry and the resulting traffic ftow. In addition, interim 
improvements for Taylorsville Road, environmental constraints, and the costs associated with 
interim and final improvements should be factored into the ultimate recommendation. (p 5-
68, 1[ S, p S-70, Table S-14c) 

24. In addition to the restoration of the "Curve Ahead'' and "35 MPH" signs on Pine Grove Road 
north of Big Oak Road, conside-ration should be given for additional signage :mellor 
pavement markings at this location. Since 1999, there have been seven crashes at this curve 
that resulted in vehicles running off the road into private property. Flashing beacons, to be 
used in conjunction with "Curve Ahead" signs, are recommended to adequately alert drivers. 
(p 5-Q8,15, p 5-69c, Table 5-14a) 

25. While we agree that signal timings and equipment should be upgraded as necessary, 
additional improvernents to address safety and congestion should be considered at !he 
intersection of Pine Grove Road and Big Oak Road, including the addition of left-tum llll'lCS 
to the Pine Grovo 'Road approaehcs. (p 5~8.16, p 5~?, Table S-14o.) 

26. The study should evaluate the need for tmffic signal modifi<:<~tions and tuming lanes at the 
intersection ofYardley-Morrisville Road and Edgewood Road. (p 5-68,, 6, p 5-69, Table 5-
14a, p 5-70, Table 5-14c) 
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Other Comments 

1 215 493 3B53 P.06/ 07 

27. We are concerned that the study nnd report does not accurately renect the public input from 
all of tho open hou~e meetings conducted l>y DVRPC. The report references the open house 
conducted in J3Jluary 2007 nt the Bucks County Community College. The report makes no 
reference to the input received at the April 2007 open house held in Lower Makefield 
Township, The report te.xt and approprl31e figures should be revised to reflect the input 
received at this opcn house, and <1 review of the study recommend<:~tions should be completed 
to cmure that the public input from the April 2007 open house was considered equ<:~lly in 
their development. More specifically, we are concerned that Figures 2-11 and 2-12 do not 
accurately reflect the various type of traffic related concerns that were expressed by residents 
for Lindenhurst Road and Stoopville Road at the April2Q07 open house. 

28. Figure 2·1 0 docs not accurately reflect Lower Makefield Township and citi:ten conccms 
Ng:m.ling the leve l of cut-through truck traffic on Lindenhurst and Stoopville Road. Ple~se 
revise this figure to indicate these concerns exist for Lindenhurst Road ~nd Stoopville Road. 

29. figure 2-11 does not accurately reflect Lower Makefield Township and citizen concerns 
regarding the presence of "Traffic Safety/Roadway Alignmem Concern" for Lindenhurst 
Road and Stoopville Rood. Ple3Se revise this figure to indicat~: this concern exists for 
Lindenhurst Road and Stoopvitle Road. 

30. figure 2-12 does not accurately depic t the "Improvements and Quality of Life Areas of 
Concern" for Lindenhurst Road and Stoopville Road. The figure should depict each one of 
the "stndy's issues of comtnon conccm" for Lind~nhurst Road and Stoopville Road. The 
DVR.PC document, Ulustratcd Results: Comments Received at the BCRTS Public Open 
Houst #I {held JantJary 17. 2007), including Figures I (Illustration of Broad Challenges, 
Concerns, Areas and Goals) and Figure 2 (Illustration of Specific Improvements and Ideas) 
or lhe document show that every one of these concerns were expressed by citizens at tho 
January open house. Pi!:ure 2-12 should be revised 10 accurate!)' re!1ect the input received by 
DVRPC nllhe January open house. 

31 . The spreadsheet titled Euv,iflet:ring aud Traffic Studv Elem~ut.<. Summarv Matrix- Reviud 
3/[212007 should be included in the BCRTS Drafl final Report. We found this 10 he un 
infom1ative and easy-to-understand document. 

32. Although the smdy corridors may not meet the PennDOT warrants for the restriction of truck 
traffic, the study should anal}"2e n si~in!: plan for a "preferred" truck route that encourage~ 
regional truck traffic to use the arterial system rather than collector roads such as Lindenhttrst 
Road and Stoopville Road. (Chapter 4) 

33. The study should more thoroughly evaluate the use of rail to move freight throughout this 
area of the regjon. (Chapter 4) 

( 

( 
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34. ihe recommended improvements should be compared to the land usc and lr~nsponation 
pl3nning goals and objectives of the municipal comprehensive pl01ns for consistency. The 
findings sholtld be summarized for each key roadway in Chapter 5. 

35. The functional cli!Ssification for Worthington Mill Road should be revised to .. urban 
collector··. ( p 5-l, 1 6) 

36. Please elaborate on what analyses was periormed and what assumptions were made about the 
diverted traffic volumes and operationa.l chang<:s for any of the key roadwi!.ys in the report. 

It is our understanding that some of the municipalities from the project study area may have not 
hud sufficient time to review the droll report and provide comments to DVRPC. We respectfully 
request that DVRPC extend the public comment period to accommodate these mut1icipalities. 

We appreciate the opportunity to comment on the Bucks County Regional Traffic Study. We 
look forward to reviewing the proposed final drafr of the report. If you have any questions or 
need further clarification for our comments, plc:tSe contact me at yo11r convenience. 

eery edorchak 
Township Mana~or 

cc; Lower Makefield Township Bo~rd of Supervisors 
Lower M3kcfield Citizens Traffic Commission 
Chad Dixson, AICP, Truffic Planning and Design, Inc. 

1.3/. 
TOTAL P. 07 /tb 
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Coyne, Jerry 

From: Joseph Hunter Uehunter098@yahoo.com) 

Sent: Wednesday, September 19, 2007 9:00 AM 

To: Coyne, Jerry 

Subject: traffic study 

Mr. Coyne, 

Yardley Boro council discussed the final draft of the traffic study at the regular scheduled meeting last 
evening. Unfortunately it became clear that we need some additional time to make our final 
comments. Therefore I am requesting an extension on our comments until aft.er our neX.t schedu.led 
meeti ng in two weeks. 

Joe Hunter 
Yardley Boro President 
Yard.ley RTPTF member 

Take the Internet to Go: Yahoo!Go puts the Internet in your pocket: mail, news, photos & more. 

10/1112007 

(.,...._ 

( 
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Coyne, Jerry 

From: David Steil [Dsteil@pahousegop.com] 

Sent: Tuesday, September 25, 2007 10:13 AM 

To: Karen Friedman; Peter Palestina: Mark Craig; Chris Harding; jalgeo@eastbumgray.com; Mark 
Craig; Greg Caiola ; Ronald Smith; Dan Rattigan; Bob West: Anne Goren: Jerry Schenkman: 
Jane Magne; Vince Deon; administration@wrightstownpa.org; Joe Hunter 

Cc: Coyne, Jerry; Scott Petri 

Subject: RTPTF 

Importance: High 

To All RTPTF Members: 

As you are aware the draft final report of the recommendations from DVRPC and their 
consultants regarding our traffic study is now in your hands. We are currently scheduled to 
meet on October 29, 2007, to wrap up the project's study phase. After that it wlll be up to 
the participating municipalities to work cooperatively with their Boards of Supervisors to 
implement the recommendations. 

At least one township has suggested that we should delay this final meeting and the time 
period for comments by at least 45 days. I am reluctant to do that for several reasons: 

* We need to wrap up this project since the funding is at an end. 

*The recommendations are the work product of the professionals who conducted the 
study and will not change by any delay. 

* The recommendations may be rejected or accepted In whole or part at the discretion of 
the municipalities. 

* JJ:le recommendations will be the basis for the work product of the task force and any 
further ideas will come from the municipalities and their professional staff's. 

. . . 
It Is my suggestion that we do create an additional window for the municipalities to offer 
comments, in writing, which we would add to the final section of the report. My staff would 
take the responsibility for receiving and distributing these comments and preparing packets 
of the comments which each member could then add to their copy of the report. We would 
not consider the report "final" until those comments were received, although we would 
consider the work of DVRPC to be final. 

The members would simply acknowledge receipt of the report on 10/29 from DVRPC subject 
to the municipalities comments to be submitted by a date the task force should decide. 

Please advise if this approach Is acceptable by responding to my secretary Jeannie Dougherty 
at ic!Q.ygher@pahouseQ.AA..c.om 

12113/2007 
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Thanks to all of you for your efforts these past years. r 
Representative J. David Stell 

( 

1211312007 
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September 25, 2007 

Delaware Valley Regional Planning Commission 
190 North Independence Mall West, gth Floor 
Philadelphia, PA 19106-1·520 

Attention: Jerry Coyne,. Project' Manager 

Re: Bucks County Regional Traffic Study 

Dear Mr. Coyne: 

~'7~~ 
&OJ'~;¢ ' ...... .er ..... ~ 
g,,r-tY'~ 190<'7 

(2.'ii) 497- i"O« 
g;;, (i.w;}~!JT-.'Mr 

~on:tirto.iiig our conversstion, it is my understanding that as a result of tbe open 
house rneepng and yotir conversations with. Supervisors Goren and Schenkman that the 
report of tbe DVRPC ·iS being ~imply forwarded as staff recommendations ymhout 
C01l1Il;lent from the. affected munipipalities. 

It is therefore being submitted as a draft document on whi,ch" townships may 
comment in the ~e and which.may be revised from time w time. Give~ tbe foregoing 
if I am correct, ![le comm~t· period therefore. wiJ.!, be in the. firture jllld· the document is 
subject, to modification amfhas·not.had the benefit of township commenfat the time it is 
submitted. Given that Newtown Township will be·free to make comments in the future 
we would waive our request to extend· the comment period_ Pleas:e confirm the foregoing 
in writing for my records. 

' . 
~( ;?trul yours, 

a· ..... ~-., .. --
< •• - '-' 

PAUL R. BECKERT, JR. 

PRB:jK 
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(.J Coyne, Jerry 

From: Coyne, Jerry 

Sent: Thursday, September 27. 2007 8:21AM 

To: anneg@twp.newtown:pa.us; jerrys@twp.newtown.pa.us; 'JERRYSCHENKMAN@GMAIL.COM' 

Cc: 'MJohnston@Pennonl.com'; Niemczak. Stan; Hanney, Francis J. 

Subject: Swamp Road Functional ClassifcaUon I Traffic Calming 

Dear Ms. Goren and Mr. Schenkman: 

As part of my due diligence, lam following up from last night's meeting. Particularly in the matter of: the 
Township's wishes to pursue a change to the highway functional classlflcatfon of, and Traffic Calming measures 
for Swamp Road. 

The methodology and wor1< that we performed in the matter of Traffic Calming (contained in the draft report's 
Chapter 6) has been described (by others) as a model for municipal use In furtherance of their actions to pursue 
traffic calming measures. It is based on the policies and practices of Penn DOT (sources noted), and sound 
engineering judgment 

This morning, I looked at the land use and speed conditions along Swamp Road (Key Roadway #2) contained In 
our draft report's Table 6-1 , Traffic Calming Feasibility Matrix. The inventory of information as presented in our 
report (holding e.xfsting speed limits constant} would not support Traffic Calming measures along the roadway
even if the functional classification were changed. For collector highways: adjacent land use should be more than 
50% residential, and the 85111 percentile speeds should exceed the posted speed limits by 10 miles per hour. Both 
items are I would not be not met, per our Inventory. 

I am not trying to deflate your aspirations, or dissuade your action with this infonnalion (although I understand the 
vommunitie:; p<~in, and I J)"n>Onally con~id"r \h" ro,.dw"y properly classifi,.d). lnstt:i1ll, I thought it proper to 
advise you (and your traffic engineer) that perhaps more thought, planning and Investigations be pursued to 
understand the possibilities for traffic calming on Swamp Road, prior to launch. 

Very truly yours, 
Jerry Coyne 
215.238.2850 

12/13/2007 

( 
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VRPC COMMISSION 

Paul R. Beckert, Jr., Esquire 
Luxembourg Corporate Center 
203 Corporate Drive East 
Langhorne, PA 19047 

RE: Comments on the 

&TH FLOOR 

PHILADELPHIA, PA 19106·1520 

October 1, 2007 

Bucks county Regional Traffic Study 
Draft Report- June, 2007 

Dear Mr. Beckert: 

FAX: 215.592.9125 

WEB: www.<fvrp~:.org 

The contents of your September 25, 2007 letter acc!Jrately reflect my 
understanding of the conversation that I had with Ms. Goren, Mr. Schenkman and Mr. 
Steil at the September 20, 2007 Public Open House meeting; and the September 21·, 
2007 phone conversation l ·had with you-regarding any and all outstanding comments 
on the draft report following the close of business on 9/26/07. 

You should know that we bave received num~rous public; comments and two 
muni.cipal review letters (Lower Makefield and Wrightstown townships) on the draft. 
Two letters requesting extension of the comment period were also received, from 
Yardley Borough and Newtown Township. Lower Makefield's letter also noted support 
for extending "the municipal review and comment period to. those municipalities wishing 
it. 

We have read, reviewed and considered all .the comments received within the 
official review period. We will .summarize them for the benefit of the Regional Traffic 
Ph'!nning Task Force at its 10/29/07 meeting at Northampton Township. For that 
meeting, it is our intention to prepare and deliver a final report which addresses those 
comments received during the official review period that pointed out a mistake, or an 
oversight, or that included good ideas which might help the RTPTF considerations as 
their work continues into the future. At its discretion, the Task Force can use our ideas 
for further discussion and comment amongst its.members, the community and/or the 
participating municipal governing boards, or similarly, as a basis for future project 
development as it continues its work. The RTPTF also has the right to ignore the 
recommendations, or delete any of their choosing. 

~l'liOFP!NNSYLVANIA " BUC<SCOIJNTY • CXESTERCOUHTY • DElAWARE COUNTY .. MOHTGOMERYCOUN'TY • Cli'YO'PHUOE'L.PtitA • CITVOFCHE:ST£R 
'1! OF NI!W JERSEY ' BURLINGTON COUNTY' • GAM:OEN COUNT'f • CLOIJCCSTilR COUNTY • MERCER COUNTY ,. Crrt OF CAMOeN " CI'TY OF TRENTON 
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( .. October 1 , 2007 
Paul R. Beckert, Jr., Esquire 
page 2 · 

As also agreed in the conversations with Ms. Goren, and Messrs. Schenkman 
and Sten-the final reporfs fonnat wlll be presented in a ring binder so that any future 
comments and considerations can be added to the project document to keep it a live 
recerd of the RTPTF's proceedings as the process moves forward. 

Very truly you 

a~ · 
P~:~~~ager 

cc: Mr. Jerry Schenkman, Newtown Township 
Ms. Anne Goren, Newtown Township 
Mr. David Steil, PA House of Representatives 
Mr. Donald Shanis, DVRPC 

( . 

( 
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October 9, 2007 

~I?'~ #9047 
(21/i)-4-V7-IO# 

Delaware Valley Regional Pla~;10ing Cpllllllission 
i90 North Independence Mall West, gtb Floor 
Philadelphia, PA 191 06-152Q 

Attention: Jerry Coyne, Project Manager 

Re: New;town t ownship 

Dear Mr. Coyne: 

g;;. (2"/i) .4-V7- .on 

On behalf ofNew'to.wn Township, I want to thank you for appearing at the Board 
of Supervisors meeting. 

In light ofthat mceti.og,l have been· advised by the Board of Supervisors that they 
will attempt to have some comments to you for inclusion within the binder that you will 
be submitting at your final rneeting October 29, 2007. 

However, the Board has again asked me to confum with·you they will have at 
minimum another 45 days in which to make more comprehensive COD1ltleots "o/hich will 
be included io the binder as part of the report and comments-of affected townships. 

Therefore, l am requesting on behalf of Newtown Township the opportunity for 
an additional 45 days for comments, which coll1ltlents would be included within the 
binder document as part of the draft report. Please confirm that the foregoing ¥>'ill be 
included within the record for that purpose. 

PAUL R BECKERT, JR. 

PRB:jk 
Cc: Anne Goren, Cbaircnan 

John M. Boyle, Interim Ma.aager 

-:::.... 
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October 26, 2007 

$6 Soum Moln S."" Yordley, PA 19007·9997 
Tol 215-49J-611J2 Feu: 215-493-6255 

Mr. Jerry Coyne, Project Manager 
Delaware Valley Regional Plannin§, Commission 
190N. Independence Mall West, 8' Floor 
Philadelphia, P A 19106 

Re: Bucks County Regional Traffic Stlldy 

Dear Mr. Coyne, 

Yardley Borough is a one square mile borough located in Lower Bucks County, bordered 
on the east by the Delaware River and on the north, south, and west by Lower Makefield 
Township. Traffic into and out of town is via only five State arteries, all-leading to or 
from Lower Makefield Township. 

As a result of the draft report from the Bucks County Regional Traffic Study published 
June 2007 and subsequenr public hearings, the Yardley Borough Counci l accepted public 
comment at its October 2nd and 16rJI regularly scheduled council meetings. Also 
introduced at these two meetings was a correspondence from Lower Makefield Township 
dated September 19rJI to you, copy of which is attached. 

After lengthy discussions it was agreed to support Lower Makefield Township letter with 
the exception of item #23. The thought process was more in favor of a roundabout then 
signalization. We would request that additional studies be preformed on the intersection 
with car and truck counts. We have attached a rough drawling of an item we would 
request the Bucks County Regional Traffic Study Task Force to evaluate. Traffic 
entering from McKinoley is minimal at best. 

Also of concern was southbound truck traffic exiting r-95 at Yardley to use North Maio 
Street as the route to the landfills in Tullytown Borough and Falls Township. Trucks also 
exit I-95 to avoid the weigh/inspection station on I-95 using Yardley as a "bypass". The 
trucks exiting 1-95 to avoid being inspected are those who know they cannot pass 
inspection. Yardley Borough Police have noted infractions such as: broken brake drums, 

( 

( 

( 
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missing brake shoes, damaged and/or disconnected air brake(s), damaged and/or 
discoMcctcd air brake activators, and no commercial license. Our citizens have to 
endure these unsafe trucks "barreling" through our streets. 

Yardley Borough is also deeply concerned about potentially dangerous truck traffic with 
the expansion of I-95 and the 1-95 Bridge at Scudder Falls in the near future. 

We appreciate the opportunity to comment on the Bucks County Regional T raffic Study. 
We look forward to reviewing the proposed final draft of the report. If you have any 
questions or need further clarification for our comments, please feel free to contact me at 
your convenience. 

Sincerely, 

c!)c.~r'- c.~-~ 
Joe Hunter 
Borough CounciJ President 

CC: Yardley Borough Co1mcil 
Yardley Borough Community Development 
C. William Winslade, Borough Manager 
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To: 

COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA 
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 

www.dot.state.pa.us 

7000 Geerdes Boulevard 
King of Prussia, PA 19400 

October 26, 2007 

Bucks County Regional Traffic Task Force Member Municipalities 
Newtown Township Lower Makefield Township Northampton Township 
Wrightstown Township Newtown Borough Yardley Borough 
Upper Makefield Township 

This letter is being written to express our overall support for the Bucks County Regional Traffic Study 
performed by the Delaware Valley Regional Planning Commission on behalf of the Regional Traffic 
Planning Task Force and to clarify any misconceptions. Started as an effort to analyze safety and 
mobility issues along 16 state roadways across 7 municipal boundaries from a 'regiortal" perspective -we 
believe the study has accomplished Its goal. There are numerous recommendations which present a 
"road map" for an of the municipalities to effectively consider. plan lor and potentially Implement over 
lime. We do not expect that all municipalities, or PennDOT, will agree on every recommendation but do 
hope the Involved municipalities consider the Information In this study as a comprehensive catalog of 
regional traffic issues and suggestions. 

Based on concerns raised by some of the municipalities, PennDOT would like to emphasize that the 
study was performed for the Task Force, not PennDOT. PennDOT cannot and will not unilaterally --- .f¥ 
implement the recommendations or this study. 

The majority of the recommendalions will require efforts by interested municipalities to further pursue -
either by requesllng PennDOT to take a took (such as In the case or signal liming recommendations), by 
funding and lmplemef'\llng Highway Occupancy Projects themselves, by supporting Improvements that 
could be associated with a development, or by formally requesting regionally-supported PennDOT 
construction projects (which would start through requests to the Bucks County Planning Commission). To 
be clear, all of the traffic calming recommendations. roundabouls, realignments, new construction, end 
similar bigger cost I controversial recommendations fall into this category of requiring municipalities to 
take the lead- and without municipal support, they will nol happen. 

However. PennDOT does have a responsibility to consider the Information presented that pertains to 
typical operational and maintenance upgrades along state roads. These items include improving warning 
stgnage, delineation, guide rail. and shoulder drop-offs. PennDOT has previously publicly committed to 
further reviewing these non..:ontroversial safety-related items presented in t.he study over a period time. 
and we intend to implement appropriate improvements as funding becomes available. Should aA 
unforeseen situation arise that requires PennOOT to consider implementing a recommendation beyond 
lhe previously menlioned normal operalional/ maintenance upgrades, we will certainly consult first with 
the affected municipality. 

While some limited low cost safety improvemenl funding may be available annually for isolated 
improvements, significant dedicated funding has yet to be identified For any improvements. Any items of 
priority Interest or concern to a municipality can be brought to our attention. 

~rely, 

~c.. d..~ .. ~ 
[ester c . T oaso 
District 6-0 Executive 

Cc: Rich Brahler, Bucks County Planning Commission 
Jerry Coyne, DVRPC 
Dawn Knisley, Bucks County Maintenance Manager 

J0~/.:3 11 
• 

Honorable David J . Steil 
Honorable Scott Petri 
Honorable Charles T. Mcllhinney 



( ) 

October 29, 2007 

Mr. Jerry Coyne, Project Manager 

NEWTOWN TOWNS HIP 
100 MUNICIPAL DRIVE 
NEWTOWN, PA 18940 

Delaware Valley Regional PJanning Commission 
190 North Independence Mall West,&"' Floor 
Philadelphia, PA 19106 

RE: Bucks County Regional Traffic Study 

Dear Mr. Coyne: 

Newtown Township staff, including ow- Township Traffic &gi.o.eer, Pennoni Associates, In.c. has 
reviewed the Draft Bucks County Regional Traffic S1udy, dated June 2007. In order to receive input from 
ow- residents, we also beld a Special Actioa for Discussion of Regional Traffic Issues/Projects as part of 
our September 26, 2007 Board of Supervisor' s meeting. We appreciallo your al!cndlmce at this mcetiog 
and the presentation you provided on the Regional Traffic S1udy. A copy of the meeting minutes, 
including the public com.ment, is enclosed. You will also find enclosed, SW3IDp Road Residents Group 
PetitioDS (September 2007), and meeting minutes from the October 1 S, 2007 Board of Supervisor's 
meeting wbere additional discussion was bcld leading to the enclosed resolution regarding Swamp Road, 
which passed unaaimously on October 24, 2007. 

We also offE-Tthe following comments on the draft report 

GENERAL 

I. We strongly support deferring the adoption of the final report until the involved municipalities have 
sufficient opportunity to detmnine if consensus c.m be reached on any remaining issues where there 
are slight disagreements. 

2. We also request that this study be reviewed by the Bucks County Planning Commission. 

STOOPYJLLE ROAD 

1. The Township does not support the realignment of Stoopville Road at Washington Crossing Road as 
proposed in Figure 5·3. Washington Crossing Road is a minor arterial designated as State Route 532 
and should contioue to functioo as the through roadway. To address traffic aod safety concerns at this 
intersection, Newtown Township bas previously supported the addition of left turn lanes and a traffic 
signal while generally maintaining the existing roadway alignments. We recommend that !hls 
alternative or other similar alternatives be further evaluated.. 

PHONE , C21S) 968·2800 FAX : 0151 968 · H68 f<TTP://WWW .T\VP . NEWTOWN . PA . US 
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RE: Butks County Regional Trallic Study 

2. On page 5-19 ill th.e SUmmary of Adverso Conditions, the lim paragraph states " .•. , adverse 
conditions include: quarry truck.~ roadway alignment at Stoopville Road and Worthington 
MilVWriglrtstown Roads, traffic volum.es from Newtown Bypass to Stoopville Road, and traffic 
congestion from Penns Park Road to Township Line Road." Much of this statement appears to be 
referencing Durluun Road. This section should be revised accordingly. 

SWAMP ROAD 

I. As evident by the attached public comment and township resolution, there is concern regarding the 
proposed improvements. This report should recognize and reflect the concerns of our residents 
regarding quality of life issues along this corridor. This should occur throughout the ~rt but 
spceifiCally oo Figure 2-12. - -·· . - - - . 

2. Long term recommendations should not just state "will be addressed by the Swamp Road Corridor 
Improvement Project" or "Move forward with the Swamp Road Corridor Improvement Projecf' as 
indicated on pages 5-10 and 5-13 aespcctively. Such recommendations should include statements 
supporting context sensitive design solutions to address quality of life issues as well as safety and 
mobility; not a complete upgrade of the entire roadway corridor. 

3. On page S-10 the Bucks County Community College access is listed in the Sllllllllllr)' of adverse 
conditions. However, detailed analysis is not provided and recommendations only relate to the 
eastm1 entrance. This report should assess the college's overall impact on Swamp Road and provide 
appropriate recommendations and implementation schedules. 

4-.. Th z::~......:~~ ._ ,~ ! ~" .... ifi!J'!"C.~ t ~ . .or~e--.. ;,•.i~·· .t:,._ . ~1' ~~ rd;_""/_. _,._.l~'"'"a!_.;._:!'.:?..~_"f.:.. d-.. ... 1)-.,..,.._~:t-..,_if .~:_c--1 ~ ...:i!::!li , ........ C' - .- e .• w.,.uOI)Ili· C ass cauon-o.-tms·roa.owa7 Sil.OUJI ucreev ua<CU" ..... ctcnnlllc~ ,..,c II.S>LU.....uon as·---- -
a minor arterial i.s appropriate given CUJTent laud usc and travel p3l:terns along the roadway. 

5. On.ce the functional classification is reevaluated, traffic calming eligibility should be revisited. 

We respectfuJ.Jy request that these comments be incorPOfab>d ill the final report. The effort that bas been 
put into this report by the "I:ask Force members, design team, DVRPC and PennDOT is very much 
appreciated and we look forward to finalizing the report in a complete and thorough manner. Please feel 
free to COJJtact me with any questions. 

~~-~-t~-
0~0~~~ Boyle 

Actmg Township Manager 

Eo closures 
cc: Board of Supervisors 

-.... ----.. -· ·--- ... 
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Newtown Township 
Board of Supervisors 

Meeting Agenda 

September 26, 2007 8:00 PM 

Please Turn Off CeU Phones During Meeting 

Call to Order 

Moment of Silence 

Invocation-Rev. David Cramp-Newtown United Methodist Church 

Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag 

Changes to the Agenda 

SpeclaJ Actions -Discussion ofRegioDAI Traffic Tssues/Projects 

Public Comment (5 Minutes per person to last 30 minures total) 

M embers Comments 

Minutes, Bills List and Reports 
a. Regular Meeting of September 5, 2007 

b. Bill's List 

Reports of Committees, Boards and Commissions 
a. Parks &: Recreation 

b. Planoiog Commission 

c. Historical Architectural Review Board 

i. Ce:rtificaJ:es of Appropristeness 

)> Rockfactory Ltd., 3 Cambridge Lane 

)> Cambridge Sound Studios, l Cambridge Lane 

» Rite Aid, l Ice Cream Alley 

)> Jules Thin Crust Pizza, 300 N. Sycamore Street 

)> Taste ofPbilly Soft Pretzels, 250 N. Sycamore Street 

)> Cos~ 280 N. Sycamore Street 

)> Fi.Ist Trust Bank, 1 1 Durham Road 

)> Tbe Carriage House, 221 N. Sycamore Street 

)> Lang Ski &: Scuba, l 07-1 09 N. Sycamore Street 

)> Newtown Historic Association, various locations in Newtown 
Township 

.3111.311 
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u. Land Development Proj ects 
a. Conditional Usc - Newtown Irish Pub, 240 N. Syclllilore Street-Goodooe's 

Corner (to be continued to 10/10/07} 

b. Conditional Use- Bucks County Creamery and Confections, 254 N . Sycamore 
Street- Goodooe's Corner 

12. Reports of Offi.cials 
a. Chairman 

b. Other Board Memben; 

c. 

d. 

Manager 

i. 

ii. 

iii. 

Solicitor 

i. 

Plan Expiration Report 

Report on 2008 Minimum Mumcipal Obligation: For the Police, 
Non-Uniformed and Firefighter Pension Plans 

Bid Award- Infield Rebuild- Field #4, Helen Randle Park 

Authorization to Advertise - Proposed Ordinance Revising the 
Subdivision and Land Development Ordinance Relating to the 
Requirement to Provide a Historic Resources Impact Study 

ii. Resolution regarding the Opening of a Portion of Upper Silver 
Lake Road Presently Closed to All but Eroergcney Vehicles 

iii. Authorization to Advertise - JMZO Ordioance No. 2007.{)4 
Rezoning the 37 Acres of the Woll Tract from POS to BlR 

iv. Newtown Township Ordinance Amending the Newtown Township 
Traffic Ordinance to Provide a Four Way Stop Sign at North Drive 
and Sequoia Drive 

v. Agreement of Sale -Elliott Builders Re: Acme Site 

vi. Zoning Hearing Board 

)> Daren & Lori Aita, 16 Millstone Drive 

)> Michael Burns, 35 Crittenden Drive 

)> Richard & Trisha Brandimarte, I Thornbury Lane 

)> The Heritage Co/Cosi Caf6, 104 Pheasant Run 

)> Sycamore Restaurant LLC/Newtown Irish Pub, 240 
N. Sycamore Street 

)> Kieffer & Co. IncJPetsmart. 2600 South Eagle Road 

e. Engineer 

i. Authorization to Si81J Mylan;- Lang Ski & Scuba 107-109 N. 
Sycamore Street 

ii. Escrow Release # 4 - Newtown Walk 

iii. Escrow Release# 6 - The Villas at Newtown 

iv. Eserow Release# 5- Blacksmith 161-ILC 
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v, Escrow Release lie 6 - Delaacey Court 

13. Old Business 

14. New Buslncs.~ 

15. PubUc Comment 

16. Adj ournmen t 

PUBLIC INFORMATION 

The Planning Commission typically meets the first and tlilid Tuesdays. A complete 
schedule is available at tb.e Municipal Administrative Office (215-968-2800 ext.250). 

Important Dates: 

Board of Supervisors September 26, 2007 
Planning CoJll1cission October 2, 2007 
Parks and Recreation Board October 3, 2007 
Telccommun.ications Advisory Committu October 3, 2007 
Business Development Council October 4, 2007 
Zoning Hearing Board October 4, 2007 
Columbus Day (Offices Closed) October 8, 200-? 
Historical Architectural Review Board October 9, 2007 
Newtown Area Joint Zoning Council October 9, 2007 
Board of Supervisors October 10, 2007 
Board of Supervisors October 15, 2007 
Planning CoJll1cission October 16, 2007 
Newtown Area Regional Planning Commission October 18, 2007 
Environmental Advisory Council October 22, 2007 
Joint HistoriG Commission October 22, 2007 
Board of Supervisors October 24, 2007 

8:00pm 
8:00pm 
7:00pm 
7:30pm 
12:00pm 
7:30pm 

1:00pm 
8:00pm 
8:00pm 
8:00pm 
8:00pm 
8:00pm 
7:30pm 
7:30pm 
8:00pm 
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Newtown Township 

Board of Supervisors 

Minutes of September 26, 2007 

The Newtown Township Board of Supervisors met on Wednesday. 
September 26, 2007 in the Township meeting room at 8:00 PM. In 
attendance were Supervisors: Chairman Anne Goren, Vice-Chairman 
Phillip Calabro, Sec(etaryffreasurer Jerry Schenkman and Members 
Thomas Jirele and Richard Weaver. A lso present were: Paul Beckert, 
Township Solicitor, James Watson. Township Engineer and John Boyle, 
Acting Township Manager. 

Call to Order: Chairman Anne Goren called the regular meeting to order 
atS:OO PM. 

Invocation: The invocation was given by Reverend David Cramp of 
Newtown United Methodist Church. This was followed by the Pledge of 
Allegiance. 

Changes to the Agenda: Mr. Boyle announced that the Park and 
Recreation Board report is removed from the agenda, and an additional 
item, Stucldey vs. Newtown Township, has been added to the Sollcito(s 
report. 

Special Actions 

Discussion of Regional Traffic Issues and Projects: Mrs. Goren 
introduced Township Traffic Engineer Matthew Johnston, to give a 
presentation of regional traffic issues followed by public comment. She 
said that she would allow one hour for this discussion and comment. 
Unfortunately, the representative fi'om PennDOT who was to have spoken 
abo~ the Swamp Road project Is unable to attend this evening's meeting. 

Jerry Coyle of the Delaware Valley Regional Planning Commission was 
introduced by Mr. Johnston. Mr. Coyne reviewed the study conducted by 
a regional traffic task force formed In 2004 by State Representative David 
Steil and elected representatives of seven municipalities. The study 
focused on mobility, traffic safety and truck movement Mr. Coyne referred 
to maps that Identified 16 key roadways. The task force focused on 
assessment of the roadways, conducting research Into safety and 
operating conditions, looking into opportunities for traffic calming. 
PennDOT and the Bucks County Planning Commission played an active , · 
role in the task force, integrating four ongoing projects Into the task force's 
work: 

• Swamp Road Reconstruction 
• Traffic Signal Enhancement Initiative 
• Undenhurst Road T raffle Calming 
• Stoopville Road Traffic Calming 

The task force held 11 meetings and 3 publlc meetings. Quarry truck 

btto:J/www.twp.newtowu.oa.uslb. 
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traffic was discussed. Investigation into possible use of rail lines for 
shipment of quany materials was conducted. AI open house meetings 
public input focused on quany truck traffic and quality of life issues. 
Suggested methods of improvement included maintenance, signal timing, 
pavement marking, geometric improvements and highway lighting 
Improvements. 

Eight roadway segments were identifled for traffic calming, six of which 
require further documentation. Stoopville Road will receive traffic calming, 
including raised medians and additional crosswalks on a one to three year 
timetable. Lindenhurst Road's traffic calming Is being implemented now. 

The task force will focus on education, communication and enforcement. 
Enforcement is the most effective way to control unsafe driving. On 
October 29, 2007 a regional traffic open house will be held at 
Northampton Township. Information on the meeting can be found at 
http://www.dyrpc.org!BCRTS/mee!lngMJm. There is a link on the 
Township Web site. 

Eric Kaufman of Gilmore & Associates discussed the traffic calming 
recommended based on a study of stoopvllle Road, as requested by the 
Township. The results or the study have been presented to the Township 
Supervisors and submitted as a concept plan to Penn DOT. Among the 
suggested traffic calming devices are a gateway treatment and crosswalk 
at Rosefield developmenrs entrance, including a median In the road, a 
landscape median at Linton Hill Chase's entrance and a crosswalk at 
Eagle Road. Five locations were identi~ed tor possible location of 
roundabouts: 

• Eagleton Farms entrance 
• Melsky tract 
• Linton Hill Road 
• Dollngton Road 
• Washington Crossing Road 

Gilmore & Associates is not recommending that five roundabouts be 
installed, but is recommending locations where installation would be 
feasible. 

Mr. Johnston said that PennDOT had presented ideas to address needed 
improvements at Swamp Road to Improve safety and drainage problems. 
After Penn DOT's initial presentation, there was a great deal of feedback 
from residents. The plans have been revised, reducing lane size to 11 feet 
with 5 foot shoulders, a second traffic signal at the Community College 
has been eliminated, and an eastbound climbing lane has be9fl 
eliminated. Penn DOT plans to Install tow right tum lanes at Buck Road 
and the Newtown Bypass in 2008. 

Mrs. Goren announced that, because a large number of residents have 
attended the meeting to speak "bout Swamp Road, public comment on 
this issue would be heard beyond the time initially allotted. 

Resident George van der Hom said that the report of the traffic study does 
not properly represent the desires of the residents who live in the SWamp 
Road area. Residents were not represented at the traffic meetings. 

jg/371 
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Attention seemed too focused on the Stoopville Road and Lindenhurst 
Road traffic calming. The traffic study report only references the •swamp 
Road Reconstruction• but does not offer any specifics. He asked that time 
be given to the residents to have input into the regional traffic study. He 
strongly suggested reclassification of SWamp Road from an arterial to a 
collector road. 

Mr. Schenkman said that he has requested a 45 day extension, but that 
has not been granted; ~has been indicated that comments made at ttJe 
October 29, 2007 meeting would be included. He has asked Mr. Johnston 
to Incorporate the public Input, including the reclassification of SWamp 
Road into the regional traffic study. He agreed to keep the public informed 
on the regional traffic task force. 

In response to Mrs. Goren's question, Mr. Coyne said that SWamp Road 
cannot be treated differently in Newtown if it is an arterial roadway~ a 
posted speed limit of 40 MPH or greater and/or if It does not go through a 
commercial district. The Community College is not considered a 
commercial district. Any request for reclassification would have to be 
approved by the State. 

Resident Jay Sensibaugh presented some written suggested alternatives 
to the roundabouts proposed by Gilmore & Associates to the Board. He 
also suggested that a vote on the regional traffic task force study be 
deferred from October 29, 2007 until there has been time for residents 
and inter-municipal officials to have Input Regarding Swamp Road, he 
said that traffic calming has not been adequately considered because of 
its classification as an arterial roadway; it should be designated a collector 
road. A rectassi1icatlon would preserve the rural nature of the region. 

Mrs. Goren asked Mr. Johnston to take a copy of Mr. Sensibaugh's written 
material for review. 

Resident Nancy Crescenzo said that discussion of Swamp Road and of 
quarry breffic should Include Wrightstown's residents and officials. She 
urged the Board to strengthen the jointure or there could be quarries in 
Newtown. Regarding traffic calming on Stoopville Road, she urged the 
Board to work wtth the pollee department on enforcement She also 
sugges'ted that a traffic advisory committee, made up of residents, be 
formed, rather than including traffic issues in the Planning Commission's 
duties. 

Resident Eleanor Lyons urged the Board to institute traffic calming on 
Swamp Road. She suggested that rather than widening the road, lower 
the speed limit, address drainage problems and Install additional stop 
signs and pedestrian and horse crosswalks. She suggested an addi1ional 
entrance to the Community College, and the removal of a Swamp Road 
reconstruction from the regional traffic task force study. She said that 
quarry truck traffic is not evenly distributed. 

Resident Moe Sood and Mickey Dalsh of Wrightstown presented petitions 
with over 300 signatures from Newtown and Wrightstown residents asking 
for traffic calming rather than expanding Swamp Road. Mr. Sood noted 
that he had requested that some bushes at the Community College be 
trimmed, and this request had been addressed, improving sight distances 
greatly. He said that the enrollment at the College has grown 

_.3/b/311 
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C) 
tremendously, and It causes some traffic difficulties at two different times 
of the day, for a very short while. He suggested that an additional 
entrance to the College would alleviate this traffic congestion. 

Resident Fred Olweiner of Sawmill lane thanked the Board for Increased 
police presence in his neighborhood enforcing truck speeds. He 
questioned why Stoopville is being considered for narrowing for traffic 
calming but Swamp Road is being proposed for widening. 

Mr. Kaufman explained that PennDciT must follow its own guidelines. The 
Stoopville Road and Lindenhurst Road projects are not PennOOT 
projects. Penn DOT's job is to keep traffic moving; the road widening is to 
provide for vehicles to pull off of the roadway in the event of a breakdown. 

Mr. Johnston explained that Penn DOT might not follow its own guidelines 
in certain circumstances, such as if doing so were cost prohibitive or if it 
Involved preservation of a historic structure. In response to Mr. Jirele's 
suggestion, Mr. Johnston agreed to research exceptions granted In Bucks 
County. 

Resident Dennis Fisher said that residents would like the Swamp Road 
reconstructfon project deleted From the regional traffic task force report 
Residents would like more consideration given to preservation of open 
space and avoidance of expansion of traffic corridors. He supports the 
reclasslftcatron of Swamp Road as a collector road. 

Resident John D'Apr!le said that as a resident of Newtown Grant he is 
opposed to installation of roundabouts on Stoopville Road. He said that 
roads must be Improved as the area grows and becomes more densely 
pupulated. Hto does not think it is right to tell truck drive1s what roads they 
can take, but would like to see Improvement of all roads in Newtown. 

Resident Mike Gallagher said that our State representatives should be 
told how the residents feel about this traffic task force study. He asked 
which roundabouts are being considered. 

Mrs. Goren said that the five locations mentioned are locations where 
roundabouts would fit 

Mr. Schenkman noted that there is not consensus among Board members 
In support of the use of roundabouts. 

Resident Robert Clervo said that the intersectfon of Twining Bridge Road 
and SWamp Road Is very dangerous and should be the first Issue 
addressed when considering improvements. Placing a th~way stop 
sign at that Intersection would make an immediate difference. He also 
noted that no residents who live near stoopViJJe Road support 
roundabouts and all would like reference to them removed from the 
regional task force study. The only place where a roundabout or traffic 
circle might be helpful Is at the lntersectfon with Washington Crossing 
Road, which is In lower Ma.kefield. 

Steve Santarsiero, Lower Makefield Township Supervisor, said that he 
has served on the regional traffic task force. The goal of the task force is 
the safety of all residents. He agreed that roundabouts on Stoopville Road 
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might not be the best solution. There is some concern about the realigning 
of Stoopvllle Road with Washington Crossing Road, creating an 
expressway, which would have an environmental impact. He would 
support the reclassification of Swamp Road as a corrector road. He said 
that he Is aware that Newtown Borough and Yardley Borough have also 
requested an extension on the comment period. He would urge DVRPC to 
grant extensions. 

Sue Hemnan, Lower Makefield Township resident, said !hat DVRPC has 
not gotten enough Input from residents. She said !hat she opposes a 
roundabout at Washington Crossing Road and Stoopviffe Road and is 
opposed to any realignment of Stoopville Road. She is opposed to the 
regional traffic task force study being accepted. 

Paul Salvatore of Newtown Borough said that there has been a large 
increase in car traffic on the regional roadways. There should be better 
police enforcement and traffic calming for cars as well as for trucks. He 
said that the different communities should share !he traffic burden, rather 
than address Issues on one road, so that other roads become 
overburdened. 

Resident John Sol ito, president of Nob Hill Homeowners Association, said 
that Nob Hill residents are not tJylng to move truck traffic off of Swamp 
Road; but want all roads to share the burden. There has been an Increase 
in truck traffic In the past year. Swamp Road should be able to take 
advantage of the same traffic calming measures as are being put into 
place on Undenhurst Road. 

Mr. Sood urged that Swamp Road reconstruction be removed from the 
regional traffic task force study. 

Mr. Coyne said that the 0\/RPC recognizes that there are issues Ylith 
Stoopville Road at Washington Crossing Road. The report tries to address 
these Issues. The report deals In Ideas only; it Is an opportunity for people 
to discuss possible solutions to problems of safety and mobility. 

Mr. van der Hom asked the Board to pass a resolution to make 
Newtown's position clear to PennDOT. 

Board memqers agreed that residents' concerns must be brought to the 
regional traffic task force. The regional traffic task force study will not be 
approved until Newtown's concerns are Included. Of prime concerns are 
the safety of residents and the even distribution of traffic. Lindenhurst and 
Swamp Roads should be treated the same. 

Because of the large number of residents In attendance to discuss the i-e. 
opening of Upper Silver Lake Road, Mrs. Goren announced that this item 
would be discussed before other agenda items. 

Solicitor's Report 

Resolution regarding the opening of a portion of Upper Sliver Lake 
Road presently closed to all but emergency vehicles: Mr. Beckert 
reported that a portion of Upper Silver Lake Road has been closed for a 
number of years. The Township never took official steps regarding an 
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Ordinance and the procedures required to vacate a portion of Upper Silver 
Lake Road, which Is a public street. The action that had been taken was 
part of the land development and conditional use approval of Wilshire 
Walk, which provided that the road would not be vacated in that It was still 
available for emergency vehicles only and further provided that the 
maintenance responsibility for the area that was closed to all but 
emergency vehicles would be the responsibility of Wilshire Walk 
Homeowners Association. The developer of the Villas agreed as part of 
final land development approval that If the Township dlrooted, it would 
improve the road to Township standards. The Township Traffic Engineer 
was directed to determine whether the reopening of that portion of Upper 
Silver Lake Road to the general public would be warranted and has 
Issued a report recommending that the road be reopened to all travel. 

A resolution directing the developer to perform the necessary woril to 
have the road improved to meet Township requirements, certified by the 
Township Engineer, after which the Township would remove slgnage and 
open the road to the general public and absolve Wilshire Walk 
Homeowners Association of any further responsibility for maintenance, 
has been drafted. 

Mr. Schenkman moved to adopt a resolution regarding the opening of a 
portion of Upper Silver Lake Road currently closed to all but emergency 
vehicles. Mr. Calabro seconded. 

Discussion of motion; Mr. Schenkman asked whether any traffic calming 
measures would be incorporated into the resolution. 

Mr. Beckert referred to the paragraph in the proposed resolution dealing 
with Township standards. 

Mr. Schenkman said that the reopening would be a benefit to the traveling 
public. 

Mr. Jirele disagreed, noting a sharp, greater than 90', tum on a very 
narrow street. He questioned the need to reopen the road. He asked 
whether the Traffic Engineer had suggested any restrictions on mo-way 
traffic, or whether he had investigated accidents at this location. He had 
some concems about the safety of the road. 

Mrs. Goren said that there have been requests for the reopening from 
numerous residents of Kirkwood, Wilshire Walk and the Reserve. They 
have cited the condition of disrepair making it no longer accessible even 
for emergency vehicles. 

Mr. Johnston said that he had not investigated the accident history. He did 
not find the road to be unsafe, and he said that there are ways to insure 
safety on an open road, rather than closing it. 

Mr. Jlrele continued to object, noting that the closed road is a very small 
Inconvenience to some residents, but if opened would be a very 
dangerous road. He sald that Penns Trail had been extended north to 
accommodate traffic that would have used Upper Silver Lake Road. 

Mrs. Goren said that the road had been closed at the tlme that the 
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Brandywine office complex had been planned, to eliminate some business 
traffic, but the road had never been properly vacated. She also expressed 
concern that emergency responders from other municlpa!Hies have been 
unaware that the road is closed, causing delays. She had not spoken 
directly to these emergency responders, but had heard the stories 
anecdotally. 

Mr. Jirele expressed some concern that the reopening had not been 
properly thought out. He asked for additional information on accidents and 
safety. 

Mr. Weaver agreed that he would want more information on safety before 
proceeding. 

Mr. Jirele said that it would also be important to research what work would 
need to be done to improve the road to meet Township standards, and 
whether the developer is in agreement to assume the costs for those 
improvements. 

Resident Bany Hurtzburg, representing Kirl<wood Homeowners 
Association said that his development had been excluded from discussion 
of the closing of the road, which had been the only access point to 186 
homes. Currently the road is lllled with debris and not accessible to 
emergency vehicles. Because the road Is not officially closed, it appears 
on maps and GPS systems, causing confusion. This needs to be 
addressed. 

Mrs. Crescenzo questioned the reason this item was on this evening's 
agenda, when not all necessary information has been made available. 

Mrs. Goren said that she asked that it be included on the agenda because 
the legality of the road closing must be addressed, and because there had 
been requests from numerous residents. 

Mr. Beckert explained that there is a formal procedure by which roads are 
closed, and this had never been done for Upper Silver Lake Road. 
Something must be done. There are three options: 

• Open the road and repair any damage 
• Vacate the road. For this the Township would have to show cause 

and petition the courts. If neighbors were to object to the vacating, 
the Township would have to defend the action. 

• Take formal action by ordinance to limit the access to emergency 
use only. 

In response to some public comment, Mr. Jlrele said that all of these 
options should be further Investigated. He noted that there are other 
options for emergency access. 

Resident Walter Scott of Upper Silver Lake Road said that the road does 
appear as closed on GPS systems, and directions show how to go 
through his neighborhood to avoid the closed road. He said that the angle 
of the road Is greater than so•. 

Resident Joan Biaocchi of 109 Upper Silver Lake Road said that she had 
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previously lived in Kirkwood, and feels that rushing into the reopening of 
the road is creating animosity among the neighborhoods. It had been her 
understanding that the road had been closed for safety reasons. At 
meetings about the Villas there had been some discussion of reopening 
the road, but she is opposed to this plan because it will .Increase the 
Incidence of graffiti and underage alcohol and drug use. She objected to 
the reason for reopening i t for emergency access because there is access 
through Penns Trail. 

Mr. Beckert explained that a road cannot be closed as a condition of land 
development, but must go through certain legal procedures. 

Mrs. Goren advocated opening the road by a resolution to remedy the 
current Illegal status of the road. Once opened the Board cen investigate 
whether to permanently dose it or address traffic concerns with other 
measures. 

Ms. Blaocchl strongly advocated permanenUy closing the road. She said 
that there would be a traffic Impact on the community if the road were 
opened; many of the neighborhood driveways would then enter onto a 
main thoroughfare. It would be dangerous for children Jiving in the area, 
as there are no sidewalks. 

Resident EfiZabelh Bye of Old Frost Lane asked whether the Board had 
investigated accident reports for that road when it was open. She said that 
there are no concerns among neighbors about the emergency access; 
emergency workers are all aware of the closure. There are a number of 
emergency responders living in the neighborhood. She expressed serious 
concern for safety of children, bicyclists and motorists on this narrow road. 

Resident Sue lazetti of 107 Upper Sliver Lake Road said that she had 
been promised by Mrs. Goren that she would be notified if this Issue were 
ever to come before the Board of Supervisors. 

Mrs. Goren said that the agenda had been advertised and this matter had 
previously been discussed at a work session. Many residents have 
requested that the road be reopened. 

Mrs. lazetti said that she Is opposed to reopening the road for safety 
reasons. There had been serious accidents in front of her home. She felt 
that the Board Is rushing Into a decision without properly investigating the 
conditions. 

Resident Lawrence Hayner of 43 Vera Avenue urged the Board to leave 
Upper Silver Lake closed because It is too narrow and has e very sharp 
right tum. Emergency vehicles have access through Penns Trail. 

Resident Linda Scott of 125 Upper Silver Lake Road said that the road 
had been closed for safety reasons. She felt that the neighbors had not 
been treated respectfully, in that they had not been notified that this 
matter would be discussed. She asked that the Board further research the 
options before making a decision, and that Mr. Schenkman, as a resident 
of Kirkwood, abstain from voting. She felt that she and her neighbors have 
riVed with the great inconvenience of surrounding construction for a long 
time and that residents of this neighborllood need to be treated fairly. She 
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questioned the reason that some neighbors have been notified by mail on 
small matters, but this did not require notification. 

Mr. Beckert reviewed the laws regarding notification of Zoning Hearing 
Board applications. No notification Is required by law for this matter. 

Mr. Schenkman said that he was unaware of many of the Issues brought 
up by the residents and would support further investigation. His only 
concern is the Township's liability with the road in its present condition. He 
agreed with Mr. Jirele that additional information is needed before an 
Informed decision could be made. 

Mr. Schenkman withdrew his motion. Mr. Calabro withdrew is second. 

Mr. Weaver moved to table discussion of the· resolution to open Upper 
Silver Lake Road until additional infonnation has been presented. Mr. 
Jirele seconded. 

Discussion of motion: Mr. Weaver and Mr. Jirele asked the Township 
Manager to provide information on emergency access, including 
Information on whether emergency responders from neighboring 
municipalities are aware of the current road conditions, costs of 
Improvements needed to meet Township standards and whether McGrath 
developers are agreeable to those costs, what traffic calming might be 
needed to make the road safe, input from the Planning Commission, and 
reports on accidents prior to the closing of the road. 

Dr. Ciervo agreed that the matter should be tabled, but that the road 
should ultimately remain closed. He also urged the Board to keep 
residents informed of matters that affect their neighborhoods. 

Ths motion passed unanimously. 

Public Comment 

Mr. Salvatore announc:eP Newtown Rotary's upcoming Pedals for 
Progress, which will collect used bicycles to be shipped to third world 
countries. Collection wiU take place on the morning of November 3 at the 
old St Andrew's Preschool on Sycamore Street Rotary is asking for a 
$10 donation to cover costs of repairs and shipping. Rotary will be 
donating a dictionary to every third grade student In Council Rock School 
District Rotary Is also participating In a fundraising coupon book being 
sold by Council Rock North's choir to raise money for a trip to China. The 
book will offer coupons for local businesses. 

Mr. Salvatore announced that the Newtown Business and Professional 
Association will hold a Business EJqlo on October 10 at the NAC. It is 
hosting a golf outing on September 27 at Makefield Country Club. Its 
monthly breakfast will be at Chandler Hall on October 23. NBPA is 
sponsoring a fundraising ·sing" at Sl Mark's Church featuring choirs on 
October 27. 

Mrs. Crescenzo urged the Board to form a residents' traffic advisory 
committee rather than leaving traffic matters to the Planning Commission. 
She complained that some members of the Planning Commission have 
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had Intermittent attendance. She asked the Board to re-evaluate whether 
members should continue to serve on committees if they are not attending 
meetings regularly. 

Members Comments 

Mrs. Goren reported that the Board had met in executive session prior to 
the start of this evening's meeting to discuss matters of personnel and 
litigation. 

Minutes Bills Lists and Reports 

Minutes: Mr. Weaver moved to accept the minutes of September 5, 2007. 
Mr. Calabro seconded and the motion passed 342, with Messrs. 
Schenkman and Jlre/e abstaining. 

Bills: Mr. Schenkman moved to authorize payment of bflls totaling 
$378.190.53. Mr. Weaver seconded and the motion passed unanimously. 

Mr. Schenkman moved to authorizeln/erfund transfers totaling 
$169,083.90. Mr. Weaver seconded and the motion passed unanimously. 

Reports of Committees Boards and Commissions 

Planning Commission: Chairman Shawn Ward reported that at the 
Planning Commission meeting of September 18, 2007, the Planning 
CommiSsion reviewed and recommended that the Board of Supervisors 
approve the Preliminary/Final Plan for the po'rtion of the Melsky tract In 
Newtown Township for 45 homes, With 45 homes on the Upper Makefield 
portion, all taking access from Stoopville Road, with conditions. Among the 
conditions recommended are that the Board consider requiring curbs and 
gutters, or If Belgian blocks are used, that the streets remain private; that if 
Federal money is made available for Stoopvllle Road Improvements, and 
traffic Impact fees are not collected from Toll Brothers, that portion of the 
federal money equal to the Newtown Township portion of traffic Impact 
fees be considered for Township use where needed anywhere within the 
Township; that inside the development three-way stop signs be used at 
intersections with less than 1 oo foot tangent approaches to the 
intersections; and that street lights be installed at the entrances and at the 
intemallntersectlons, only. 

The Commission reviewed and recommended that the Board approve 
Johnson Kendall Johnson's preliminary/final plan for adaptive reuse of an 
11,827 square foot building, with a proposed future addition of 7,500 
square feet for D-1 office use, at 109 Pheasant Run, with conditions . 

The Commission reviewed and recommended that the Board grant final 
land development approval NAC 209 Penns Trail, with conditions. 

The Commission discussed the condttlonai use application of Newtown 
Irish Pub at length, and with Chairman Ward recusing himself from 
discussion, recommended that the applicaflt consider revisions to the 
application to address hours of operation and number of seats and parking 
concerns. The applicant agreed to retum for the October 2, 2007 meeting, 
for further review. Members of the Commission agreed that the proposed 
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uses are E-5 and E-6, eating place, with alcohol sales incidental to food 
sales/restaurant, and that an E-17 Special Exception would not be 
needed. 

The Commission reviewed the Zoning Hearing Board application of Kieffer 
& Company/Petsmart and would like to point out that throughout the 
Township, shopping center anchor stores have been permitted larger 
signs, and there was no objection to Petsmart having a larger sign, 
especially since the building location is set back from the road, however 
there was some concern about three signs for the one business at this 
location. On the Newtown Irish Pub, Commission members agreed that 
the proposed use is E-5 and E-6- eating place, with alcohol sales 
incidental to food sales. There are no E-17 tavern uses in the Township, 
and the proposed use resembles other restaurants, such as Applebee's, 
an E-5 use. 

The Commission passed the other four Zoning Hearing Board applications 
without comment 

Historic Architectural Review Board: Chairman Harriet Beckert said 
that the HARB had agreed to recommend approval of signage for 
Rockfactory, but Is suggesting an Index sign, placed to screen the existing 
PECO box. HARB would suggest two signs on either side of the PECO 
box. 

Business owner Peter Baldes said that he was not aware that the sign 
was not permitted. He is not sure that the index sign would help his 
business. In response to questions from the Board he said that there ere 5 
other businesses is his location. 

Mr. Schenkman moved to approve a cerliflcata of appropriateness for 
signage over door for Rockfactory Ltd,. 3 Cambridge Lane . Mr. Jirela 
seconded and the motion passed unanimously. 

Mr. Schenkman moved to deny a cerliriCate of appropriateness for 
Rocl<factory Ltd., 3 Cambridge Lana, for a sign on Sycamore Street, 
subject to tha condition that 2 group signs be allowed near the PECO box. 
Mr. Jirele seconded end the motion passed unanimously. 

Jim Salamone of Cambridge Sound Studios indicated that he would be 
willing to participate in a group index sign, but asked who would organize 
the effort 

Mr. Weaver said that the Codes Department would work with tenants. 

Mr. Jirela moved to approve a cartificale of appropriateness for a wall sign 
for Cambridge Sound Sfudios, 1 Cambridge Lana. Mr. Weaver seconded 
and the motion passed unanimously. 

Mr. Weaver moved to approved a certificate of appropriateness for Rita 
Aid, 1 Ice Cream Alley for the fat;ade. Mr. Calabro seconded and tha 
motkm passed 4-0-1, with Mrs. Goren abstaining. 

Mr. Weaver moved to approve a certificate of appropriateness for slgnaga 
for Jules Thin C11Jst Pizza, 300 Norlh Sycamore Street Mr. Jirela 
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seconded and the motion passed 4-0-1, with Mrs. Goren abstaining. 

Mr. Jlrelo moved to approve a certificate of approprlateneu for signagE> 
for Taste of Phi/ly Hand Twisted Pretzels, 250 N. Sycamore Street. Mr. 
Weaver saoonded and the motion passed 4-0-1, with Mrs. Goren 
abstaining. 

Mr. Schenkman moved to approve a certificate of appropriateness for 
slgnage for Cos/ Caf6, 280 N. Sycamore street Mr. Calabro seconded 
and the motion passed 4-0-1, with Mrs. Goren abstaining. 

Mr. Jira/e moved to approve a certificate of appropriateness for slgnaga 
for First Trost Bank, 11 Durham Road subject to the condition that lights 
on signs other than the ATM lights would be turned off from 10:00PM to 
6:00AM .. Mr. Weaver seconded. 

Discussion of motion: Mrs. Beckert explained that the signs would be back 
lit. The A TM drive through signs would have gooserteck lighting. The ATM 
sign would remain lighted at ali times. 

Mr. Beckert said that a condition on timing of lights had not been part of 
the Zoning Hearing Board decision. 

The motion passed 4-0-1, with Mrs. Goren abstaining. 

Mr. Jirela moved to approve a certificate of appropriateness for The 
Can1age House, 221 N. Sycamore Street. Mr. Weaver seconded and lhe 
motion passed unanimously. 

Mr. Jlrela moved to approve a cerlfficala of appropriateness for slgnElga 
for Lang Ski and Scuba, 107-109 N. Sycamore Street Mr. Weaver 
seconded and lhe motion passed unanimously. 

Brian Rounsaville of the Newtown Historic Association showed a sample 
of the historic marker sign age to be placed at various locations throughout 
the Township and Borough. He thanked the Township Public Works 
Department, which has installec:f'the stanchions for the signs. A history 
detective badge program is being Initialed for children who visit the 
various slgns. 

Mr. Jirela moved to approv11 a certificate of appropriaten11ss for signag11 
for historic markers at various locations. Mr. Weaver seconded and the 
motion passed unanimously. 

Land Development 

Conditional Use- Newtown Irish Pub, 240 N. Sycamore Street: Mr. 
Weaver moved to oontinue the conditional use h11ering of Newtown Irish 
Pub to October 10, 2007. Mr. Calabro seoonded and the motion passed 
unanimously. 

Conditional Use - Bucks County Creamery and Confections, 254 N. 
Sycamore Street Mr. Beckert entered the following exhibits: 
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• Exhibit T1 -Advertisement of hearing 
• Exhibit T2 - Proof of Advertisement 
• Exhibit T3- Notice to adjacent property owners 
• Exhibit T 4 - Recommendation of Planning Commission 

Attorney Michael Carr represented the applicants. 

Christopher Faschelli and Vincent Marinelli were sworn in. 

Mr. Carr said that this is an appllcalion for an E-6 Eating Place occupying 
1200 square feet in building 2B of Goodnoe's Comer Shopping Center. 
The shop will have 24 seats and 2 to 3 employees. The applicants agree 
to all conditions of the recommendation of the Planning Commission. Mr. 
Carr entered the following exhib~s: 

• Exhibit A 1 -Application for Condllionai Use plus attachments 
• Exhibit A2- Boucher and James letter dated August 6, 2007. 

In response to Mr. Beckert's question. Mr. Marinelli said that there is to be 
common seating on an upstairs deck. These seats are not included in the 
24 seats. 

In response to Mr. Jirele's questions, Mr. Marinelli said that there would 
be no outdoor music. The ou1door seating is not part of his plan, as it is 
shared common seating with the entire shopping center. He Is not sure of 
the exact number of common seats. He estimated that there would be four 
tables Inside the ice cream shop and possibly four tables upstairs. As part 
of his lease agreement, he will clean the upstairs deck. There are no 
dedicated pari<ing spaces and no drive-up window. He would agree to a 
condition of deslgnaUng pari<lng spaces for take-out, but had not planned 
on it. The business name has been changed to 'Sweet Pea Creams and 
Confections' . 

In response to comments from Mr. Beckert, Mr. Carr said that his firm 
represents the landlord, who would be agreeable to certain designated 10 
minute take-out parking spaces for the shopping center if that were 
required. 

Mr. Schenkman said that he finds that difficult to enforce, and would 
rather enforce fire lane restrictions. 

In response to further questlons from Mr. Jirele, Mr. Marinelli said that ice 
cream would be made on the premises. There would be a maximum of 3 
employees. He expects to need abou112 parking spaces, with peak hours 
between 6:00PM and 1 O:OOPM weekdays and weekends. 

Mrs. Crescenzo said that the shared parklng plan presented by the 
shopping center owner is inconsistent with the numbers Mr. Marinelli has 
estimated. She asked about handicapped elevators to the upstairs deck. 

Mr. Jirele said that the restaurant designated a fast food restaurant and is 
ADA compliant. 

Mr. W8aver moved to grant conditlonel us8 approval to KLS Ryan LP end 
Bucks County Craamery Newtown, tenan~ 254 North Sycamora Street, to 
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operate an E· 6 (Eating Place/Drive In Use) on the following conditions: 

1. The use is approved for a E·6 Use for Ice cream and confection 
dining end take out consisting of 1200 square feet of demised 
premises and 24 inferior seats. 

2. The ownerAenant shall provide a screened trash storage area. 
3. The ownerAenent shell provide trash receptacles outside the 

restaurant. 
4. The maximum number of employees Is 3, the average is 2. 
5. The hours of operation are 10:00 a.m. to 10:00 p.m .• seven days a 

week. 
6. No hazardous, flammable or explosive materials shall be stored or 

used In the bu]/dlng. 
7. All loading or unloading of deliveries by tractor trailer or similar 

sized vehicles shall be at off hours between 10:00 p.m. and 8:00 
a.m. end no deliveries of any type shall take piece along Sycamore 
Sfteet or Durflam Road. 

8. No noxious or hazardous impact shall be generated by the uses 
proposed. 

9. Parking is found to be adequate for the use. 
10. The conditional use criteria pursuant to 1301.8. offh9 JMZO are 

met by the proposed use. 
11. Th9 tenant shall submit a true and correct copy of the lease. 
12. All sign age shall meet Township sign requirements and a 

CertffiCafe of Appropriateness shall be secured for all slgnage. 
13. All far;ade and exteriors shell be subject to review and comment by 

the Historic Architectural Review Board and any dispute shall be 
rsso/vad by the Board of Supervisors. 

14. All conditions of fine/land development, variances and previous 
conditional usa approvals for KLS Ryan shell be incorporated 
herein. 

15. Outside deck seating shall be common to the entire center and 
shall not be deemed part of the demised premises. 

16. No loud noise shell be genareted on site end no music shell be 
permitted to be audible from the premises. 

17. The premises shall be ADA compliant. 
18. All review fees shall be paid. 

Mr. Jirele seconded and the motion passed 4-0-1, with Mrs. Goren 
abstaining. 

Mr. Weaver moved to close the conditional usa hearing. Mr. Schenkman 
seconded end the motion f!BSsed unanimously. 

Reports of Officials 

Manager: Mr. Boyle read the following statement Into the record: 

'Mockenhaupt Associates has provided the 2008 Minimum Municipal 
Obligation reports for the Pollee Penslon Plan, Firefighters Pension Plan 
and non-uniformed Employees Pension Plan. It is required by the State 
Auditor General that the report be submitted to and read into the minutes 
by a member of the Board of Supervisors by September 30, 2007. 

Financial requirement and the 2008 Minimum Munlclpal Obligation tor the 
Newtown Township Police Pension Plan will be $488,207. 

3).1 /371. 
• 

httn·//www twn nP.wtnwn n• nl'ihn.<ILUU IIL\I\IIU'1-'0IDUI.OWl 

( 

t~tf/i~ 
( 

1211812007 



______ N~~wro~u4~~hl~------------------------------------------~~o~f~l8~------

( 

-

Financial requirement and the 2008 Minimum Municipal Obligation for the 
Newtown Township Firefighters Pension Plan will be $105,271. 

Financial requirement and the 2008 Minimum Municipal Obligation for the 
Newtown Township Non-uniformed Employees' Pension Plan will be 
$257,179." 

Bid Award - Infield Rebuild- Field #4- Helen Randle Park: Mr. 
Weaver moved to accept the bid of Superior Turf & Landscaping for 
rebuilding of field #4 at Helen Randle Park in the amount of $23,931.24. 
Mr. Schenkman seconded and the motion passed unanimously. 

Solicitor's Report: Mr. Weaver moved to authorize advertisement of en 
ordinance revising the Subdivision and Land Development Ordinance 
relating to the requirement to provide historic resources impact study. Mr. 
Schenkman seconded and the motion passed unanimously. 

Mr. Weaver moved to authorize advertisement of JMZO 2007-04, 
rezoning 37 acres of the Wo/1 Tract from POS to EIR. Mr. Calabro 
seconded and the motion passed 4-1, with Mr. Jirele voting nay. 

Mr. Weaver moved to authorize advertisement of en ordinance amending 
Newtown Township's Trame Ordinance to provide a four-way stop sign at 
North Drive and Sequoia Drive. Mr. Calabro seconded. 

Discussion of motion; Mr. Watson said that a blinking light could be used 
to alert motorists of the new sign. If the lights bother nearby residents, 
signage alerting to a stop sign ahead could be used. These devices could 
remain in place for up to one year. 

The motion passed unanimously. 

Mr. Beckert informed the Board that the sellers of the Acme site, Elliott 
Builders, are in Chapter 11 Bankruptcy proceedings. To effectuate 
purchase of the property, a motion would be needed to enter Into an 
agreement to purchase. Such agreement would be subject to the 
Bankruptcy Court approval. 

Mr. Weaver moved to authorize Newtown Township officials to execute 
and agreement to taka all steps necessary to effectuate purchase of the 
Acme site. Mr. Schenkman seconded. 

Discussion of motion: Mrs. Crescenzo reviewed the history of the Acme 
site, noting that a committee of residents had recommended that the site 
be used for a community center. She said that the Township should not 
purchase the property, but should allow the current owners to sell it. She 
continued to request a community center. 

The motion passed unanimously. 

Mr. Beckert reviewed the following Zoning Hearing Board applications: 

• Darren and Lori Aita - 16 Millstone Drive 
• Michael Bums - 35 Crittenden Drive 
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• Richard and Trisha Brandimarte -1 Thornbury Lane 
• Cosl Cafe-104 Pheasant Run 

The Board passed on these applications without comment 

Mr. Beckert reviewed the application or Newtown Irish Pub, noting lhat tile 
applicant has applied for a special exception for an E-17 tavern use. The 
planning Commission and thE! Zoning Officer reviewed this application and 
felt that the proposed use was an E-5 eating place, and lhat E-17 use 
approval is not needed, as the sale of alcohol Is Incidental to the sale of 
food . At this point, the application still appears on the Zoning Hearing 
Board agenda. 

Mr. J/rele moved to oppose this application, pending the conditional usa 
hearing. Mr. Schenkman seconded. 

- Mr. Asher said that the Planning Commission had asked this applicant to 
retum with additional information before a recommendation would be 
made. 

The motion passed 4-1).1, with Mrs. Goren abstaining. 

Mr. Beckert reviewed the Kleffet & Company/Petsmart application. 

Mr. Jirele said that he would like this applicant to come to a work session 
to discuss the proposed sign age, or If not, to send the solicitor to oppose 
the application. 

Mrs. Goren said that she is not opposed to the signage if it is similar to 
that of the Petsmart at Ox1Qrd Valley Roa.d. This store Is set back from 
Eagle Road, so should be given some additional consideration. 

Mr. Schenkman agreed that the applicant should be invited to a work 
session to discuss the signage. 

Mr. Jirele moved to Invite the applicant to a wor1c session to discuss the 
signage, or if no/, to send the solicitor to oppose the application. Mr. 
Schenkmanseconded. 

Discussion of moUon: Mr. Fisher said that the Planning Commission 
questioned the need for three outdoor signs, when there Is only one 
entrance to the store, bu~ did not object to the larger sign for the anchor 
store In the shopping center. 

The motion passed 4-1, witiJ Mrs. Goren voting nay. 

Mr. Beckert informed the Board that Carol Stuckley, along with other 
parUes who had joined the Holt validlty challenge before the Zoning 
Hearing Board has filed an action In mandamus In the Court of Common 
Pleas of Bucks County. Joined as defendants are Newtown, Township. 
Upper Makefield Township and Newtown Township Zoning Hearing 
Board. 

Mr. Jire/e moved to avthorize the solicitor to defend the position of the 
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Township. Mr. Weaver seconded and the motion passed unanimously. 

Engineer's Report: Mr. Jirele moved to authoriZe signing of MyJars for 
Lang Sk.i end Scuba 107-109 N. Sycamore StreeL Mr. Weaver oocond9d 
and the motion passed unanimously. 

Mr. Schenkman moved to authorize escrow release for Newtown Walk In 
the amount of $179,794.62. Mr. Calabro seconded and the motion passed 
unanimously. 

Mr. Weaver moved to authorize escrow release for the Villas in the 
amount of $182,579.05. Mr. Calabro seconded and the motion passed 
unanimously. 

Mr. Weaver moved to authorize escrow release for Blacksmith 161 In the 
amount of $43,880.47. Mr. Jlrele seconded end the motion passed 
unanimously. 

Mr. Weaver moved to authorize escrow release for Delancey Courlln the 
amount of $150,483.80. Mr. Calabro seconded and the motion passed 
unanimously. 

Public Comment Mrs. Crescenzo asked the Board to address 
attendance at meetings by Planning Commission members. 

Mr. Jirele said that this Is a matter for discussion at executiVe session. 

Mrs. Crescenzo asked whether the Board would be appointing two new 
members to the Environmental Advisory Council. 

Mr. Schenkman said that there have been no applicants for the opening. 
He suggested that the opening be placed on the T ownship Web site. 

In response to Mrs. Crescenzo's request that a residents' traffic advisory 
committee be formed, Mr. Schenkman said he would prefer to discuss this 
at a work session. 

Mr. Jirele said that he Is not sure that a committee Is necessary, but 
perhaps a change in the current method of addressing traffic concerns 
should be investigated. 

Without objection the meeting adjourned at 2:05 AM. 

Respectfully Submitted: 
Mary Donaldson, Recording Secretary 

Attest 
.'Jo::oh"'n""Bo"'y"l"'e,-A.-cti"''""·n.,-g Anne Goren, Chairman 
Township Manager 
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Phillip Calabro,. Vice
Chairman 

Jerry Schenkman, 
Secretary/Treasurer 

Thomas Jirele, Member 

Richard Weaver, Member 
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PETITIONS 
BY 

SWAMP ROAD RESIDENTS GROUP 

SEPTEMBER 2007 

PETITIONS CONTACTS 
Moe Sood, Colonial Commons, Newtown 

Mickey Darrah, Wrightstown 
John Selitto, Nob Hill, Newtown 

Nina Gilmartin, Rushland 

SWAMP ROAD COMMUNITIES 
DIFFERENT BUT UNITED FORA 

SAFER AND BETIER PLACE TO LIVE 
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To whom it may concern, 

This booklet contains petitions that have been signed by hundreds of residents 
that live along Swamp Road in Newtown and Wrightstown. Residents wish to 
express their displeasure and disappointment with PennDOT's plan for widening 
Swamp Road. · 

Although the petitions from each community may present slight differences in 
their suggested solutions to the issues, all have common threads that bind the 
homeowners together. That is safety of residents and drivers, excessive speed 
that would result from a wider and straighter road, and the destruction of quality 
of life that homeowners are already starting to experience due to the tremendous 
number of quarry trucks twenty-four hours a day I 

All of the homeowners that have signed these petitions are trusting that their 
elected officials will take the time to stop and listen to their cries for help and will 
evaluate the Impact the Penn DOT proposed plan will have on the community anq 
the quality of their personal lives as they raise their families along this country 
roadway. 

Thank you for taking the time to look through this booklet and for appreciating the 
impact this proposed plan wil l have on each and every one ofthe families living 
on or near this country roadway. 

Respectfully submitted by the members of the Swamp Road Residents Group 
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of tf:le Road belwaen rovte 413 and 

ln·F'l!titio,rilil's are also workln!l will\ residents in other Swamp Road communities to adopt a larger Swamp 
~ad.i:Orrl®tnltv view Whlcl\ Includes fair distribution of traffic on all roads. 

¢~:~~1~~.~:C~9:a:~ra~n~opposed to 2007 Pendot proposal as well as the proposal In the 2002 Urban Engineers 
S the CAPACITY of Swamp Road by widening il Swamp Road encompasses 
i:liSlile1otial ~ej,ghll01'11oo<:fs ~nd .a college In a rural setting. Except for a few brief rush periods, Swamp 
~~;Is u,nat~r utlliled ar\d..frea of traffic congestion. Thus Increasing the capacity either per IM Pendot 
l:lrO•P.CJ!~at or per the Urban t:ngineers proposal Is not justified. 

The .key problem on Swamp Road Is LACK OF SAFETY DUE TO HIGH TRAFFIC SPEED. The speed 
.unl"'"'-'o' chfld~E'm in resld!lntial neighborhoods along side Swamp Road. The speed is also unsafe for 

~Jttal;Dc·l11iX that con~ists of latge trucks, collegiulllden", ra$ldents, and pets. 
Plll~t!Qiliill'$ are petltlonlng to. RIGHT SIZE the Improvement project and save tax payer dolla~S. With 

1:t~~.~·-~~~ knowledge of the traffic patterns, the petitloners a:re proposing FIVE LOW COST 
tJ These actions are sufficient to Improve safety on the Swamp Road belllleen 

MfiiRoad. 

Add 4-way stop at the entrance to Colonial Commons. This wfll reduce traffic speed and make the road 
ltwlll -!llso allow College end Colonial Commons people in cars as well as on foot to extt on to and 

·Swamp Road safely and ln reasonable Ume. 

Aod a stop sign on Swamp Road at the 1"v.1nlrlg-!;lrid!~e Intersection to eliminate the' safely risk posed by 
l8<;j( of sufficient sight dlstanca. 

the +-way at WoAI)Ington Mill 

landscape bushes on 
collelle from the entrance across from 

obstruct the view 
entrance. 

a new third entrance to ltle collegl!.d'bwn the hill from the entrance to ColoRlal Commons towards 
of lhe-roflege property. This would streamline the flow of car and pedestrian tramo and Improve 

l~'de111.safety lit side the college. It will also reduce congestion at the Colonial Commons entrance. 
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aild rewmm.endations is fimited IG the portion of the Swamp Road 
Bridge Road & DaviS Feed MHI. 

I) :=~=~:areal~ working with residents In other Swamp Road communities to 
r.l Road community view which Includes fair dlstnbutlon of tr1lffic on an 

l;};l'etr~o~ers are oppQSed to 2007 Pando! proposal as well as the proposal In the 2002 
E;nglneers Study f9r Increasing the CAPACITY of &,vamp Road by widening il . 
fOr a few brief rush perki>ds, Swamp Road Is under utillzed and tree of traffic 

. Tnus irfcreaslng 'ths capac!~ althar per the Pendot proposal or per the Urban 
Is not justitiBd. lnste,ad the lntegrftX of the counby road needs to be 

key pi'Oblem on Swamp Road Is LACK OF Sli>.FETY DUE TO HIGH TRAFFIC 
LACI< OF SHOULDERS. Ths $peed is unsafe for children In resld&ntial 

slde SWamp Road. The speed Is also unsafe rar the tral!lo mbc that 
la11;1&.11TUili(S,.t::c>lltllg'e students, residenta, .horse back riders, and pets. 

l..'f'r:G\I'ide a 4 foot paved shoulder on one side of the road that will havt! the least Impact 
homes. 

a stop sign on Swamp Road at the Twining intersection to ellmlnalQ the 
risk posed by the lacl< of sufficient sight distance and calm the traffic. 

At.the horse farm, add a nsw horse crossing. The acssing shouk:l have alraffic signal 
~"'",_" be a?fvaled by people either riding or waikh-lg tha horsaa. .:f 
~,-.fiteb!iA the 4-Way sto~ at Worthington Mill Road. 

tile CUI1"eelt I'DB!fwaV *'Jgn Including the stop signs at PeRn Pari~ and Mill 
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Swamp Road Improvement Project · 
·Nob Hill Homeowne·rs Association· P~tltlon 

We, the uoden;tgned residents of Nob Hill Homeowners Association, wish to express our 
dissatisfaction with P.ennOOT's.proposed plqn to Increase the lane and shoulder widths of 
SV4!mP Road to over forty (40) feet as well as other proposed road changes that !ole believe 
will result In increased vehicle speed, commuter traffic and quarry truck volume. 

We support a·ny ana all ,efforts by local mllni!::lpalltles, County and State elected officials and 
·plannil'lg .cqmm~lons that will. distribute .the volume of quarry trucks equally between ' 

. Uodenhurst, stQC?P.Vi!le; and $wamp "Roads, as well at Rpute 413, ant;! thereby Improve the 
ql!aiityof life iSsues currently lmpactlng residents of the Nob Hill Development. 

Effo~ to Introduce traffic calming measures onto Swamp Road that result In lower vehicle 
speeds are Sll!lporuid. We also encourage PennDOT 'to take Tyler State Park land· and !1Q1 
Nob Hill corprnon ground Into consideration for any road widening that dOS;S take plac!!. 
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Sw111mp Road Improvemel!lt P roject 

Petition By R11sbland Rcsideet~ 

' We, the undersigned, wish to express our dissatisfilction with PennDOT's proposed plan 
to iw;re.age the-lane and shoulder widths as other proposed road changes that we believe 
will xesult ill. increased vehicle speed, commuter traffic. and quaay truck volume. As well 
as the safety for our clilldren and quality of life concem.s. 

We sapport any and all efforts made not to iDa:ease the lane and shoulder width's and to 
have the quany truck traffic distnouted eventy: between Lind.enburst., stoopville, Route 
413 and Swamp Rd. 

Efforts to introduce 1rafii.c calmmg measures onto Swamp Road that tesult in lower 
vehicle speeds are supported. 

Printed Name 
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Newtown Township 
Board of Supervisors Work Session 

October 15, 2007 

Members Present: Anne Goren, Chairman; Philip Calabro, Vice Chairman; Jerry 
Scbenlanan, Secretaryffreasurer; Richar.d Weaver, Member; Tom T~rele, Member; 
Paul Beckert, Solicitor; John Boyle, Acti.og Township Manager and Matthew 
Johnston, Engineer. 

Abo Present: H. Joseph Phillips, George J. Donovan AlA & Associates; James M. 
Linske, George J . Donovan AIA & Associates; Theresa K.atalinas, Bucks County 
Courier Times; Dave Sanders; Various Newtown residents includingNickki Parlet, 
John Sties, Nancy Crescenzo, Jay Sensibaugh, Jen Dix, John D'Aprile, Dennis Fisher, 
Nancy Yasalorus, Ethel Hibbs and Mike Gallagher. 

Call to Order : Chairman Goren called the meeting to order at 8:13P.M. 

Chairman Goren advised that prior to calling tonight's meeting to order the 
Board of Supervisors met i.o Executive Session to discuss matters of personnel, 
land acquisition and litigation. She also advised that the Board will be voting to 
retain Joe Czajkowski as the Township Manager at the oert meeting on October 
24, 2007, be will start in that position on December 10, 2007. 

Traffic Safety Resolution- Swamp Road- Proposed by Swamp Road Residents 
Group 

The SUpervisors discussed the proposed Traffic Safety Resolution for Swamp Road, 
various documents were provided for their review. 

Mr. Johnston advised the Supervisors with regards to the Resolution proposed by the 
Swamp Road Residents Group. He discussed li.De item I and advised that he would 
not recommend removi.og the Swamp Road corridor improvement project from the 
report but he would recommend that the quality of life issues along Swamp Road be 
recognized in the report and that the report support context sensitive design solutions 
to address the quality of life issues as well as safety and mobility issues along with the 
project. He defined what be means by sensitive design solutions. He discussed the 
re-evaluation for the reclassification of the roadway. He advised that currently 
reclassification of the roadway itself would not make Swamp Road eligible for traffic 
calming and on the PennDot qualifications. He discussed line item 2 and advised that 
it is not a Traffic Engineering aspect, but be did not see any concerns with that item. 
He discussed line item 3 and advised that the proposed project does not i.Dc:rease 
capacity. He advised that be has no concerns with regards to line item 4. He 
discussed li.De items 5, 6 & 7 and recommended that those items be evaluated. He 

r 
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advised that stop signs should not be used for traffic calming and explained why. He 
advised that Pennoni bas begun researching the Twining Bridge intersection. 

Mr. T!.rele commented with regards to the original PennDot plan and the entrance of 
the Colonial Commons. Mr. Johnston suggested a traffic signal be researched rather 
that a stop sign. 

Mr. Scbenkman thanked Mr. Johnston for his input. 

Mr. Fisher discussed the September 26, 2007 Supervisors meeting and the 
recommendation to reject the current PennDot Swamp Road Improvement Plan. but 
still consider improvements to the roadway. 

Mr. Johnston agreed that the Township should still continue to address the concerns 
on Swamp Road. 

Mr. Fisher discussed the Bucks County Regional Traffic Study. 

Mr. Jirele questioned what the Board's next steps should be. 

Mr. Scbeokmao. advised the other Supervisors on his concerns and that he is in favor 
of passing a Resolution. He also advised that he has begun drafting a Resolution 
regarding the matter. 

Mr. ru-ele advised that be is also in favor of passing a Resolution. 

Mr. Sensibaugh discussed a letter regardlllg the matter that was passed out at a prior 
Supervisors meeting. He also discussed the Jointure's Highway Classification Map 
and the PennDot Design Manual, Section 2.1.07. He advised that he believes that 
Swamp Road should be classified as a major collector not a principal arterial. He 
feels that the Township needs to correct the classification of the roadway. 

Mr. J obnston discussed the PeooDot roadway classifications and their definitions. 

The Supervisors discussed the traffic studies conducted in April and June of200S. 

Mr. Scheokman advised on the purpose of tonight's discussions. 

The Supervisors discussed the speed limit of the roadway. Mr. Johnston advised on 
bow the speed limit is determined. 

Ms. Parlet commented on the traffic report presented at the September 26, 2007 
meeting and the quarry trucks. Ms. Goren advised that the quarry owners would not 
allow tho trucks to be inspected by the Police before they left the quarry. 

80S Work Scssio. 
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Ms. Hcnnan commented that at the May 30, 2007 Regional Traffic Planning Task 
Force meeting she asked PenoDot officials if they had gone to the Fedc.ral Highway 
Ado:Unistration and asked them to make an exception to the 85% speed limit rule. 
She discussed the need to change the standard operating procedures. 

Mr. Johnston discussed the speed limit and enforcement issues. He advised that he 
has never requested the Federal Highway Administration to make an exception to the 
&5% speed limit rule. 

Ms. Crescenzo discussed the Township's Police Department patrolling Wrightstown. 
She suggested that the Township request Wrightstown Township to allow the Police 
to iDspect the quany trucks right outside of the quarries. She commented on driving 
to Doylestown. She discussed Stoopville Road with regards to traffic r.alming and the 
similarities to Swamp Road. She requested that the Township conduct a traffic study 
of the roadway. 

Mr. Fisher discussed the public's comments/recommendations that he bas heard and 
suggested that the Township request exemption from the Federal Government Mr. 
Johnston advised on his feeliogs with regards to requesting exemption. 

Ms. Crescenzo commented with regards to the Traffic Advisory Committee. Mr. 
Trrele advised on his opinjon with regards to getting another committee involved 

Ms. Cresceoz.o requested the term quality of life be defined. Ms. Goren advised that 
the term quality of life with regards to the roadway defines safety, noise and 
accessibility. 

Ms. Crescenzo discussed an article with regards to seniors and crosswalks, she 
commented on the need for pedestrian safecy. 

Mr. Calabro discussed the State Laws with regards to crosswalks and pedestrians. He 
requested signs being posted in the center of the roadways. Mr. Boyle advised that 
could be done. 

Mr. D' Aprile discussed Swamp Road being closed to quarry/heavy trucks for 
approximately thirty (30) years due to the culverts and the past traffic figures being 
inaccurate. He commented with regards to the quarry trucks and enforcement. 

Mr. Schenkman advised that be bas drafted a possible Resolution and read it aloud to 
the other Supe.visors and the public. 

Mr. T!rele suggested having Mr. Schenkman's Resolution reviewed by the 
Supervisors and to discuss the matter further at the next meeting. 
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Mr. Schenkman advised that he would forward a copy of the Resolution to Mr. Boyle 
tomorrow. 

Ms. Herman suggested that the Townships need to start ma.ki.og the physical safety of 
the residents and the roadways the highest priority; sbe explained why she feels this 
way. 

Mr. Schenkman advised that he would like Mr. Johnston to receive a copy of 
tonight's minutes to be in.cluded in his report to the Regional Traffic Planning Task 
Force. 

Municipal Complex - Update- Donovan & Associates, Architects 

Mr. Pb.illips updated the Supervisors with regards to the proposed Municipal Complex 
expansion. The Supervisors were provided various documents for their review. He 
advised that he and Mr. Linske are here. tonight to discuss the design plans and design 
issues with regards to LEED Certification. 

Mr. Linske updated the Supervisors with regards to the proposed design plans. He 
discussed the site plan and the revisions. 

Ms. Goren questioned the size of the proposed salt storage shed compared to the 
existing one. Mr. Phillips and Mr. Linske advised that the proposed salt storage shed 
would be double the size of the current salt storege shed. 

Mr. Linske advised the Supervisors with ~:egards to the proposed Administration 
Building. 

Ms. Goren question·ed the number of people that would be able to fit in the public 
meeting room. Mr. Linske advised that approximately 120 people would be able to fit 
in the public meeting room. 

Mr. Calabro questioned if the public conference rooms bad a separate entrance. Mr. 
Linske advised that there are separate entrances/exits for the public conference rooms. 

The Supervisors discussed the restroom areas for the public conference rooms. 

Mr. Linske advised that the doors and the cashier/receptionist windows could be 
locked when th.e employees have left for the day. 

The Supervisors discussed the cashier/receptionist windows with regards to safety. 

Mr. Schenkm.an commented with regards to the Supervisor's boardroom (Room 130) 
and the workroom (Room 131 ), he suggested that a door be installed connecting the 
two (2) rooms. He also commented with regards to the Township Manager's office 
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(Room 134) and the Administrative Assistant's office (Room 135), be suggested that 
a door or window be installed connecting the two (2) rooms. 

Mr. Linske advised the Supervisors with regards to the elevations of the proposed 
Administration Building. 

The Supervisors discussed the audio-visual room and accessing the room. 

Mr. Jirele commented with regards to the building being ADA complianL 

Mr. Linske advised the Supervisors with regards to the proposed additions and 
renovations to the Police Building. He discussed the building elevations. 

Mr. Linske advised the Supervisors with regards to the proposed Public Works 
Building. He discussed the look of the exterior of the building and advised that the 
shell of the building would be a prefab steel building. 

Ms. Goren commented with regards to having an area for stray dogs. Mr. Phillips 
advised that he would speak to Mr. Crossland with regards to the matter. 

Mr. Linske updated the Supervisors with regards to the proposed renovation of the 
existing Public Works Building for use by the Parks & Recreation Department. He 
discussed the eJCterior of the building. 

Mr. Scbenkman questioned if there has been any direction with regards to the old 
Schoolhouse. Mr. PbJWps advised that building was discussed years ago and 
concepts were worked on. Mr. Schenkman advised that he would like to see past 
plans for the Schoolhouse. Mr. Phillips advised that access is a problem with that 
buildi.og, but he would supply the Supervisors with any information he has. 

Mr. Calabro commented with regards to having walkways connecting the front of the 
clifferent buildings. Mr. Linske advised that it is possible to have walkways 
connecting the front of the buildings. 

Mr. Phillips advised the Supervisors that the plans being reviewed tonight are strictly 
architectural. 

The Supervisors discussed the entrances to the buildings being covered by some type 
of canopy/overhang. 

Ms. Goren commented with regards to Leadership in Energy and Environmental 
Design (LEED) Certification and possible grants. Mr. Pbillips advised the 
Supervisors with regards to Leed Certification and grants. He advised on the LEED 
rating system and that the Township needs to make a decision soon with regards to 
being LEED Certified. He advised that the LEED Certification requires a third party 
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consultant to be involved through the design process. He questioned if the Township 
wacts to take the next step with regards to being LEED Certified. He advised that the 
third party consultant with regards to LEED Certification would be The Stone House 
Group. 

The Supervisors discussed the benefits of building a LEED Certified building, but not 
going through with the certification process. 

Mr. Phillips discussed the pay back with regards to going green_ 

The Supervisors discussed the future with regards to utility cost 

Mr. Schenkn:um commented with regards to LEED Certillcation buildings and where 
it's been done. Mr. Phillips advised that be would provide that information to the 
Township. 

Mr. Phillips discussed the possibility of having a representative from The Ston.e 
House Group make a presentation before the Supervisors. 

The Supervisors discussed the social benefit of the LEED Certification. 

Mr. Schenkm.an commented with regards to Mr. Linske email sent on October 3, 2007 
to Mr. Boyle and the decisions made about mecbanicals. Mr. Linske advised on the 
comments made by the recommendations made by the Mechanical Engineer. Mr. 
Scbenkman advised that he feels that the Board should review that information 
themselves. 

The Supervisors tb.aDked Mr. Phillips and Mr. Linske for their time. 

Ms. Crescenzo questioned the total square footage of the proposed buildings. Mr. 
Phillips advised !ttat the total square footage of the proposed buildings is 
approximately 52,000 square feet. Ms. Crescenzo questioned the cost per square foot 
Mr. Phillips advised that the cost per square foot for the Administration and Police 
Buildings are approximately $170.00 - $200.00 per square foot He advised that the 
next step in the process is to come back to the Board with revised figures and it is his 
intent to do that in about a month. 

PetSmart- Sign Variance Application 

Mr. Sanders updated the Supervisors with regards to the PetS mart sign variance 
application. The Supervisors were provided with various documents for their review. 
He discussed possible alternatives with regards to the signs. He advised that be is 
hear tonight to get the Board's input and that it is the applicants hope that the 
Township can come to an agreement where the applicant will amend their application 
to comply with the Board's wishes and the Board can withdrawal it authorization of 
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the Township Solicitor to attend the hearing and oppose. He advised that the store is 
scheduled to open on October 29, 2007 and that he is schedule to appear before the 
Zoning Hearing Boru:d on October 23, 2007 with regards to the matter. Mr. Sanders 
discussed the three (3) options. Option 1 shows the PetSmart sign (54"- 169.21 Sq. 
Ft) being located above the store entrance, the grooming sign(lS"- 12.35 Sq. Ft) 
and the Banfield sign (20"- 17.72 Sq. Ft.) being located with one (1) on each side of 
the storefront. Option 2 shows the PetSmart sign (48" -133.70 Sq. Fi.) being located 
above the store entrance, the grooming sign (15"- 12.35 Sq. Ft) and the Banfield 
sign (20"- 17.72 Sq. Ft) being located with one (1) on each side of the storefront 
Option 3 shows the PetSmart sign (48" - 133.70 Sq. Ft.) being located above the store 
entran.ce and the Banfield sign (20" - 17.72 Sq. Ft.) being located on the right side of 
the storefront. He advised with regards to the request for the height variance for the 
main sign over the entrance. He advised that he is looking for guidance with regards 
to the location of the signs, the height and the number of signs. 

Mr. Beckert advised the Supervisors on the concerns of the Planning Commission. 
Their first concern is with regards to there only being one (1) entrance into PetS mart 
and that the grooming and Banfield signs where not directional signs but advertising 
signs. The second concern was with regards to the building being occupied by other 
tenants and having mon: signs on the storefront. The third concern was with regards 
to the size of the signs having some relation to the facade of the building. 

Mr. Sanders discussed the fa~ade of other buildings in the area and advised that the 
Acme building has five (5) signs located on the storefront. 

Mr. Calabro commented with regards to the sign locations on the building. Mr. 
Sanders offered possible alternatives for the locations of the signs. 

Mr. Scbenkman commented with regards to the building and the store entrances. Mr. 
Jirele advised that currently there are three (3) separate entrances on the front of the 
building. 

Mr. Sanders discussed lhe sizes of the proposed PetSmart signs. 

Mr. J'l.l'ele advised that he prefers the smaller 133.70 Sq. Ft (48") PetSmart sign and 
that he supports the Banfield sign. He advised that he would be in favor of option 3. 

Mr. Scbeokman and Mr. Jirele suggested having the Banfield and the grooming signs 
located together. Mr. Sanders advised that he could roak:e that suggestion to 
PetS mart 

Mr. Calabro advised that he is in favor of option 2. Whicb showed the three (3) signs 
in three {3) different locations, he felt it gave more balance to the storefront 
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Ms. Goren advised that she agreed with Mr. Calabro with regards to having the three 
(3) signs in three (3) different locations. She advised that she is in favor of option 2. 

Mr. Weaver advised that he is in favor of option 2, having the three (3) signs in three 
(3) different locations. 

Mr. Sensibaugh commented with regards to the other tenants in the building and the 
size or location of their signs. 

Mr. Sanders advised that he would discuss the Supervisors recommendation for 
option 2 with PetSmart and update Mr. Beckert. 

Mr. Schenkman made a motion to rescind its authorization oft he Township Solicitor 
to attend the Zoning Hearing and oppose. 11ze motion was seconded by Mr. Weaver 
and passed unanimously (5-0). 

Resolution of the Board of Supervisors- Regarding the referendum for the 
Buc.ks county Open Space Bond Issue 

The Supervisors agreed to table this matter until the next televised Board of 
Supervisors meeting. 

Solicitor Report 

Mr. Beckert advised the Supervisors on the add-on requested by Wrightstown with 
regards to the Toll Hibbs development in Wrightstown Township; there are two areas 
in questions. The first area in question is with regards to a strip of land along th.e 
frontage that borders Stoopville Road; he questioned whether the Township desires 
the right-of-way to be dedicated to Newtown Township. The Board agreed that they 
would like that right-of-way. The second area in question is with regards to lot 46 (48 
acres of open space) on the subdivision plan, .818 acres .ofthe 48 acres is located in 
Newtown Township. The Supervisors discussed Wrightstown owning the .818 acres 
in Ne.wtown Township and agreed they did not want that Mr. Jirele suggested that 
the parcel be subdivide and that the Township would take control of the land within 
Newtown. Ms. Goren advised that it looks like two (2) parcels are in question. Mr. 
Beckert advised that be would look into the matter further and update the Supervisors. 
The Supervisors discussed taking control of the property located in Newtown and the 
right-of-way being dedicated to Newtown Township. 

Community Comments 

Ms. Crescenzo questioned where the Township is getting I. 7 Million Dollars to buy 
back the Acme building. Mr. Schenkman advised that the Township is borrowing the 
money through a bridge loan from The First National Bank of Newtown. Ms. 
Crescenzo questioned if the matter has come before the community. Mr. Beckert 
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advised that it has not happened yet. Ms. Crescenzo commented with regards to th.e 
matter coming before the community before it happens. She discussed rumors that 
the building would be tom down to build a parking lot and the building having 
asbestos and possible ground contaminatioo. Mr. Schenkman and Mr. Calabro 
advised that the Township is aware of the problems. 

Ms. Crescenzo commented with regards to the Township hiring a new Manager, the 
job done by the Actiog Manager and how tonight's announcement looked insensitive. 
The Board advised that Mr. Boyle did receive notice prior to tonight's public 
announcement. 

Ms. Crescenzo discussed the start date of the new Manager and his involvement with 
the Budget process. The Supervisors advised with regards to the new Manager and 
the Budget. 

New Business 

Mr. Jirele advised that he has been approached by a soccer organization with the 
request to have temporary lights at the Staples Field. He discussed having a public 
discussion before giving autborizat:ion and giving proper notice to the public. He 
requested that the matter be put on the October 24, 2007 agenda. The Supervisors 
agreed to discuss the matter at the October 24, 2007 meeting. 

Adjournment 

Without objection, the meeting was adjourned at 10:55 P.M. 

Respectfully Submitted by: 

Christy Holley, Recording Secretary 

Anne Goren, Chairman 

Phil Calabro, Vice Chairman 

Jerry Schenkman, SecretarY/Treasurer 
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Thomas Jirele, Member 

Richard Weaver, Member 

John Boyle, Acting Township Manager 
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RESOLUTION NO. R.-I.)- "'9~. 

A RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS NEWTOWN T~P, 
BUCKS COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA TO SUPPORT TRAFFIC CA~'!'~ A 

AND OTHER TRAFFIC SAFETEY MEASURES ON SWAMP ROAD V 

WHEREAS, Newtown Township is part of the Regional Traffic Task Force 
organized by the Delaware Valley Regional Planning Commission; and 

WHEREAS, The Swamp Road Improvement Project undertaken by PennDOT 
has undertaken a study of Swamp Road, and has issued recommendations for road 
improvements, traffic calming and other traffic safety measures; and 

WHEREAS, The Report of the Regional Traffic Task Force as presently written 
calls for the removal of Swamp Road and the Swamp Road Improvement Project from 
consideration in its recommendations; and 

WHEREAS, The Newtown Township residents along Swamp Road have 
expressed a clear desire to have their concerns heard and addressed by any 
governmental or quasi-governmental entities working on the traffic issue on Swamp 
Road, and being of the opinion that their concerns have not been heard nor adequately 
addressed by these entities, and demanding that they be so heard; and 

WHEREAS, It is the desire of the Board of Super.(isors of Newtown Township to 
have all our roads as safe as possible for both driVers and residents of our Township, 
and particularly to ensure that Swamp Road and Stoopville Road be afforded all 
reasonable traffic calming and traffic safety measures as recommended by the various 
studies undertaken that address these issues, as well as other recommendations made 
by residents or other knowledgeable parties; and that no roadway be given an undue 
burden of traffic during the implementation of any of said recommendations, nor 
thereafter; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT AND IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED by the Board of 
SupeNisors of the Township of Newtown, Bucks County, after public hearing, including 
input and presentations by the Delaware Valley Regional Planning Commission, 
Newtown Township Traffic Engineer and Traffic Consultant and the concerns of the 
citizens of Newtown Township, as follows. 

UPON MOTION DULY MADE, seconded and carried it was 

I. RESOLVED, that the Newtown Township Police Department be directed 
to continue its enhanced enforcement of speed limits and truck details along Swamp 
Road; 
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II. FURTHER RESOLVED that the Newtown Township Board of Supervisors 
believe based upon available evidence presented to it that congestion on Swamp Road 
is a limited phenomena occurring less than 2% of the time and corresponding with the 
beginning and end of the school day at Bucks County Community College; and 
therefore there is no proven need for redesign of Swamp Road in order to mitigate 
concerns regarding congestlon; 

Ill. FURTHER RESOLVED that the Newto'flll Township Board of Supervisors 
hereby request the Commissioners of Bucks County and the Officials of Bucks County 
Community College review and evaluate improvements for traffic flow both at the 
entrances of the college and within the college with the aim of reducing congestion 
which considerations should include review of the academic schedule so as to stagger 
traffic approaching and departing the college; 

IV. FURTHER RESOLVED that a priority be given to evaluating the 
placement of a stop sign and pedestrian crosswalk at the Twining Bridge Road 
intersection with Swamp Road. 

V. FURTHER RESOLVED that a priority be given to the evaluation of the 
placement a Four Way stop sign, or traffic light, and pedestrian crossing at the entrance 
of Colonial Commons/the western entrance of Bucks County Community College. 

VI. FURTHER RESOLVED that appropriate steps be taken to secure an 
,.- evaluation of the placement of a traffic fight and pedestrian crossing or other appropriate 

traffic safety measure at the entrance of Tyler Walk and Swamp Road. 

' 

VII. FURTHER RESOLVED that appropriate steps be taken to evaluate the 
;eclassification of Swamp Road in Newtown Township from a minor arterial road to a 
major collector road, so as to make it potentially available for more traffic safety 
improvements. 

VIII. FURTHER RESOLVED th!;lt all traffic studies conducted in Newtown 
Township include a priority analysis of Quality of Life among the criteria for road 
improvements. That said category shall include noise and visual disturbances, taking of 
private property for road expansion, air quality, preservation of open space and green 
space, the . peace and enjoyment of a resldenfs home, and overall environmental 
Impact 

IX. FURTHER RESOLVED that we support a traffic speed study to see if the 
speed limit on Swamp Road in Newtown Township can be reduced to a safer speed. 

X. FURTHER RESOLVED that such Quality of Life Standards be suggested 
to other members of the Jointure and the RTTF members for their consideration. 
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XJ. FURTHER RESOLVED that the SWamp Road Improvement Project and 
the DVRPC Traffic Task Force Report be coordinated to the greatest extent reasonable, 
so that all roadway wori< is done in such a way to assure that there is minimum impact 
of the residents of SWamp Road and Stoopville Road during construction, and that any 
rerouting of traffic between the roads is planned to keep the time of such rerouting to a 
minimum. 

XII. FURTHER RESOLVED that the appropriate Township officials are 
authorized to take and implement any action in order to effectuate the proposals and 
recommendations contained herein. 

XIII. FURTHER RESOLVED that this Resolution be made part of Newtown 
Township's submission to the Regional Traffic Task Force and be made part of ifs 
report along with any supporting documentation provided by Newtown Township. 

XIV. FURTHER RESOLVED all previous Resolutions or other actions of the 
Board of Supervisors inconsistent herewith are hereby repealed to ti:Je extent of said 

· inconsistencies. 

XV. FURTHER RESOLVED this Resolution shall take be effective immediately 
upon enactment. 

p-
This Resolution enacted this >~ day of D d:J k , 2007. 

ATTEST: 

.3~1/.317 
I 

RICHARD WEAVER, MEMBER 

THOMAS JIRELE, MEMBER 

( 
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{ BUCKS COUNTY REGIONAL TRAFFIC STUDY 

STATEMENT OF JERRY SCHENKMAN, SUPERVISOR NEWTOWN TOWNSHJP 

l1le Bucks County Regional Traffic Study (BCRTS). "was a cooperative effort of Lower Makefield, 
Newtown Borough, Newtown Towru;hip, Nurlhampton, Upper Makefield, Wrlghtstov.n, and Yardley 
Borough to collectively identify, systematically investigate and comprehensively address concerns 
surrounding traffic and truck safety and mobility in the region." (BCRTS Final Report, Executive 
Summary, p.5) Our common concerns to be addressed were, among other things: 

I. General traffic safety and mobility; 
2. Large volumes of heavy truck traffic from the Wrightstown quarries; 
3. Traffic speeds, appropriateness and consistency in speed limit zones; and, 
4. Traffic growth as a result of regional development. (ld) 

These issues, stated plainly in the opening pages of the Final Report, bide an underlying issue that bas 
not been addressed anywhere in the Study, and to be fair, was not in the mandate originally given to the 
DVRPC when it undertook this task. It is the failure of this undertaking to start at the right place that 
makes this Report and its Recommendations unacceptable as presented. To elucidate from the points 
above, the inclusion of"mobility," and "regional development," have been assumed as givens, without 
any discussion or debate as to the nature of those concepts, and therr impact on the lives of our residents 
throughout this region. For Newtown Township, and I imagine for all our .municipalities, we can no 

.-- longer simply accept as a fact of life that there will be more development "upstream" from our 
communities, and that we, as "downstream" toWnShips and boroughs must carry the burden of this 
growth due to where we sit along this river of continual development. As this issue relates to roads, we 
are clear that building wider and straighter roads do lit11e to improve our quality of life. It can be said 
without metaphorical excess, that too often such ''improvements" are actually the opposite to us. The 
strategies employed by PennDot are designed to enhance mobility and regional development at the 
expense of those living along those roads, and who use these byways for local transportation. This is 
abundantly clear to us, yet nowhere is it discussed openly in this Report. 

Until this is corrected, this document is fatally flawed and should not be accepted for any official 
purpose. Newtown Township believes that the time has come to directly address the questions innplicit 
in this Report and its Recommendations. AU of us in municipal government must insist that any review, 
analysis, public discussions, and ultimate recommendations, include the issue of Quality of Life, and 
that until this is accomplished to our satisfaction, that no Report or Recommendations without that 
element be considered as adequate for our needs. Unless we stand firm for our corrunuoities that the 
REAL IMP ACT of road projects be included in the entire process, and not just as "comments" attached 
to the document, we wt11 invite all who observe us to believe that we are sufficiently satisfied with this 
volume. We should not be satisfied. And we are not satisfied. 

If we reject this Report, what do we do next? Newtown Township bas some suggestions. They are: 

I. Review and adopt a Resolution similar to the one passed by Newtown Township on October 24, 
2007, that calls for, among other things, the inclusion of Quality of Life as a priority in all road 
project planning. 
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2. Maintain and expand this Task Force to continue the necessary work we have bcguo. We \ i 

recommend this group continue to meet as often as needed to complete the work begun here. \ ( 
DVRPC may have run out of funds to do this work, but we have oq obgoing stake in the outcome, 
and must individually and collectively consider the value of continued participation, as well as 
the cost. 1 

3. The expansion mentioned above should include a local residents ttaffic group. They should be 
self-appointed by their neighbors, and meet regularly to educate themselves on the issues, express 
themselves to the municipalities, and even lobby in Harrisburg and Washington. The municipal 
gove.mmeut should appoint liaisons to these groups, and keep their Boards a.od Councils abreast 
of all news. 

4. We should continue the dialogue begun here with our State and Federal representatives. They are 
the ones who can voice our concerns where they need to be heard. Toward that end, we should 
either invite them to participate directly in the process we promote, or meet with them separately 
to advise thern of what we are doing, and what we want. 

5. The suggestions articulated at page ES-5 of the Executive Summary, dealing with "continued and 
expanded activities directed at communication, collaboration and cooperation ... " should be 
examined and implemented to the greatest extend possible by the follow-on group, including, but 
oot limited to an annual "Transportation Summit" to evaluate and promote Tecomm.endations, and 
inviting the school districts to join us. 

We agree that there are certain immediate traffic safety measures that can be done quickly to improve 
traffic conditions, and do not require further study or excessive cost. Each of us has our own list of 
these locations and fixes, and we can inform you of them quickly. Once we do let you know, we 
implore you to get to work taking care of these problem areas. The long term improvements we desire 
will take a bit longer to come forth, but we all agree that in this case, the quick fix is likely better than 
the difficult, expensive one. So, there is no need to wait on them. 

I would like to end this statement by reading from the letter of Donald S. Shanis, PhD, the Deputy 
Executive Director of the DVRPC, to the Task Force, of October 23, 2007. In it, he says: 

"Perhaps most importaot, the conduit and process for continuing open and fuctual communication
Through the~ Regional Traffic Planning Task Force a.o.d active community participation- have been 
Tested and strengthened." 

This is very true. When T 1hink ofUow much 1 have learned as a member of this group, I am amJIZed and 
gratified. 

I want to personally thank Mr. Shanis, Mr. Coyne, and all the other people who have worked diligently 
on this project on our behalf for their sterling effort. I do not for a moment want to suggest that we are 
not extremely grateful for all you have provided us. In fact, truth be told, it is because you have done 
such a good job educating us, that we now insist on taking this further. You have been exemplary 
teachers. Now the students are ready for independent study on behalf of the people we represent We 
will use all we can from your labor to move us forward. 

TI1ank you all verymueh for all your ht::lp, and for listening to us. 

JS 
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Ms. Sue Herman 
Residents for Regional Traffic Solutions, Inc. 
P.O.Box285 
Newtown, PA 18940 

March s, 2008 

Re: Buc.ks County Regional Traffic &tu.dy Report Addendum 

Dear Ms. Herman: 

Thank you for your letter of February 11, 2008 regarding the Bucks County Regional 
Traffic Study Final Report (dated October 2007) and the distribution of the J\ddendum to the 
Final Report (dated January 2008). At your request from a previous letter, we prepared that 
Addendum which included all written materials received from the seven participating 
municipalities in the project from the date of tire dnUt report in July 2007 through October 2007. 
At your request, we prepared hard copies of those letters, pre-punched the copies for inclusion in 
the Final Report's 3-ring binder, and distributed those letters to all who received a hard copy of 
the Final Report Hard copies were sent to each municipal manager in numbers equal to the 
mllliicipal representation on the Task Force, plus an extra hard copy for the municipal manager's 
binder. Hard copies were also sent to State Representatives Steil and Petri, area school districts, 
PennDOT, and the Department of Community and Economic Development. In addition, an 
electr9Iiio version of the ~ddendum was posted via a link on the project website's home page, in 
both a viewable and downloadable format at www.dymc.org/BCRTS. 

In your current letter, you now request that we prepare a CD· ROM that includes the Final 
Report-togeth~ with materials in the Addendum and distribute that CD-ROM to all who received 
the Final Report. At this point I must decline your request. We feel that we have made every 
effort to distribute the information requested, and have provided it in both hard copy and in 
digital format via the website. All members of the Task Force now have the materials, and our 
work with this project is now complete. Future directions and decisions regarding the project will 
now be made by m.embers of the Regional Traffic Planning Task Force. 

• ONWEAL111 OF Pa<NSYLVANIA • BUCKS COUNTY • CHEI!Te\ COUNTY • OEI.AW~ COUNTY • MONTGOMERV COUNTY • CITY Of' PHilADELPHIA • CITY OF CI<ESTm 
6 OF NEW JeRSEY • ~URI.INGTON COVNTY • CAMDEN COUNTY • GLOUCESTER COUNTY • Me:RCE.R COUNTY .. CITY OF CA.UOEN • CITY OF TReHTON 
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cc. State Representative David Steil 
State Representative Scott Petri 
Charles Martin, Bucks County Commissioner 
Lynn Bush, Bucks County Planning Director 
Don Shanis, DVRPC 
Jerry Coyne, DVRPC 
Regional Traffic Planning Task Force Members 
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RESOLunON REGARDING THE BUCKS COUNTY REGION At TRAFFIC STUDY 
REPORT (dated October 2007) and the 

JANUARY 2008 ADDENDUM TO THE REPORT 

WHEREAS, on January 14. 2008 Lower Makeneld Township wrote to the 
Delaware Valley Regional Planning ~onunlssion (DVRPC) maldgn certain requests 
regarding the Bucks County Regional Traffic Study Final (sic) Report, dated October 
2007 (hereinafter "the BCRTS"); and 

WHEREAS, the DVRPC did not take action on a number of the requested items 
ht th.e aforementioned letter, 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Lower Makefield Township 
Board of Supervisors calls upon the Regional Traffic Planning Task Force (RTPTF) to 
direct the DVRPC, as its consultant in the drafting of the BCRTS, to take the 
following actions: 

I. Include in an Addendum to be published and distributed in all 
formats in which the BCRTS was published and distributed (ie .. hard copy, CD
ROM and digitAlly on the website www.BucksCountyRe~onalTrafficStu<ly.o~, a 
statement that the participating municipalities in the RTPTF have not accepted the 
content3 of the report as their preferred solutions and that at the October 29, 2007 
meeting of the RTFTF, the municipalities could not agtee upon how to accept the 
document. and that the municipalities did not accept the BCRTS. 

11. lnc:lude in an Addendum to be published and distributed in all 
formats in which the BCRTS was published and distributed, a statement that, at the 
October 29, 2007 meeting o£ the RTPTF, its members did not accept the BCRTS as a 
"Final Report" as the title of the report might otherwise suggest 

m. Publlsh a CD-ROM tha.t replaces the original BCRTS CO-ROM that 
wa.s distribut.ed to Sh~eholden, and distribute the replacement to Sharehotdets with 
a formal written communic;~.tion that clearly explains why the original BCRTS CD
ROM is being replaced. The repalcement CD-ROM shall include the chan.ges set 
forth in Paragraphs I an.d II herein as well as the Tanuary 2008 Addendum to Final 
&port. 
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the lower Makefield Township Board of 
Supervisors opposes the BCRTS and the Tanuary 2008 Addendum to Final Rettcnt. 

RESOLVED, this _day of March 2008. 

Matt Maloney, Secmary/ Treasurer 

LOWER MAI<EPIELD TOWNSHIP 
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 

Greg Caiola, Chainna.n 
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TOWNSHIP OF LOWER MAKEFIELD 

BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 
MINUTES - MARCH 19,2008 
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The regular meeting of the Board of Supervisors of the Township of Lower Makefield 
was held in the Municipal Building on March 19, 2008. Chairman Caiola called the 
meeting to order at 7:30 p.m. noting that the Board met in Executive Session from 6:30 
p.m. to 7:30 p.m. discussing personnel and real estate matters. Mr. Maloney called the 
roll. 

Those present: 

Board of Supervisors: 

Others: 

PUBLIC COMMENT 

Greg Caiola, Chairman 
Steve Santarsiero, Vice Chairman 
Matt Maloney, Secretary 
Ron Smith, Supervisor 
Pete Stainthorpe, Supervisor 

Terry Fedorchak, Township Manager 
David Truelove, Township Solicitor 
Kenneth Co Iuzzi, Chief of Police 
James Majewski, Township Engineer 

Mr. Bob Lambert stated he would like an update on the deer management issue and 
railroad crossings. Mr. Majewski stated he received word today from CSX there may be 
a problem with establishing quiet zones because of technical issues and he would further 
investigate and get back to the Township. Mr. Lambert asked'ifthe Township is able to 
implement equipment for quiet safety zones would the Township be required to purchase 
the equipment and what is the Township's liability. Mr. Majewski stated the Township 
would ass4me liability in the event of an accident. . 

Mr. Caiola stated as to the deer management issue, an archery group is looking into deer 
management practices within the Township. He stated the Township has looked at sharp
shooters in the past and are assessing the cost. Mr. Lambert asked if Falls Township is 
using the same archery club that Lower Makefield Township is exploring for their deer 
management. Mr. Fedorchak stated that Mr. Shissler just worked with Langhorne on 
their deer management. Mr. Lambert stated he would rather see archery practices at a 
minimal expense to manage the deer. Mr. Smith stated the Board members recently met 
with the archery club and many of whom have attended some of our meetings have 
assured the Township if chosen their services would be at a minimal ccst. 

Ms. Virginia Torbert, Yardley-Langhorne Road congratulated the Pcnnsbury Men's 
basketball team noting what a great year they had. She noted they recently played at the 
Palestra and the Township is very proud of them. 
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Mr. Bob Lambert asked why the golf course chose not to renew the maintenance contract 
with the golf cart company and asked who would maintain the golf carts and related 
equipment. Mr. Fedorchak stated the golf course is comfortable with the staff mechanic 
maintaining the golf carts and related equipment since they are familiar with these golf 
carts and have worked on the same carts at the golf course of the last four years. 

The motion unanimously carried. 

SUPERVISORS REPORTS 

Mr. Caiola Stated the Historical Commission met this week but he was unable to attend 
the meeting and they are working on the Open House Tour scheduled for May 4, 2008. 
He updated the Board on the other upcoming meetings this month his is liaison to. 

Mr. Stainthorpe stated the Cable TV Advisory Board met last week and noted Mr. 
Zachary Ruben will be Chairman this year and will hold meetings every other month. 

Mr. Maloney stated the Zoning Hearing Board met and the cell tower issue that was 
discussed at earlier Board of Supervisors meetings has been continued to April 15, 2008 
by the Zoning Hearing Board. 

Mr. Smith stated the Elm Lowne Committee is scheduled to meet next week, the Sewer 
Authority did not meet this month, Special Events is very busy with planning the 
Macclesfield event in May and the Regional Traffic Task Force met and there was 
discussion on the !ast traffic report completed. 

OTHER BUSINESS 

Mr. Santarsiero stated the Citizens Traffic Commission bas asked for two Resolutions in 
response to the Bucks County Regional Traffic Commission report that was recently 
published and asked Ms. Torbert to come to the podium to explain the Resolutions. Ms. 
Torbert stated the Citizens Traffic Commission approved a Resolution in October 2007 
and January 2008 in response to the Bucks County Regional Traffic Commission final 
study prepared by the DVRPC. Ms. Torbert read the Resolution and asked the Board to 
request thar the Regional Traffic Planning Task Force prepare a supplemental report to 
include all of Lower Makefield Township's comments that were not included in the report 
and label it as an interim report. She stated the Citizens Traffic Commission also 
recommends the March 18th Jetter be sent to the project manager for the DVRPC. 

Mr. Santarsiero moved and Mr. Maloney seconded to pass the Resolution requesting the 
inclusion of Lower Makefield Township's comments into the Bucks County Regional 
Traffic Commission report and label the report as an interim report. The motion 
unanimously carried. 

_31~/ 31'7 
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Mr. Santarsiero stated the second Resolution talks about clarifying the record of previous 
meetings and requests publication of a new CO-ROM by the Regional Traffic Planning 
Task Force to correct the record. 

Mr. Santarsiero moved and Mr. Maloney seconded to approve the Resolution to request 
publication of a new CO-ROM by the Regional Traffic Planning Task Force to correct 
the record ofa prior meeting. 

The motion unanimously carried. 

APPOINTMENTS TO BOARDS AND COMMISSION 

Mr. Maloney moved and Mr. Santarsiero seconded to appoint Ms. l<aaren in Steil to the 
Historical Commission. The motion unanimously carried. 

There being no further business, Mr. Santarsiero moved, Mr. Caiola seconded and it was 
unanimously carried to adjourn the meeting at I 0:40p.m. 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Molt Maloney, Secretary 





R.R.T.S. 
Residents for Regional Traffic Solutions, Inc. 

PO Box 285 
Newtown, PA 18940 

rrtsbuckspaS@gmail.com 

Candace Snyder; Director, DVRPC Office of Public Affa irs and Communications 
190 N. Independence Mall West, gth Floor 

Philadelphia, PA 19106 

June 27, 2014 

SUBJECT: Draft DVRPC FY 2015 Transportation Improvement Program {TIP) for Pennsylvania 
WRITIEN TESTIMONY SUBMISSION RE. TWO (2) PROJECTS: 

(1} Stoopville Road Improvements - Phase 2 (MPMS# 88083) 
(2) Swamp RD/ Penns wood RD Bridge Over Branch of Neshaminy Creek (MPMS# 64781} 

Dear Ms. Snyder, 

It has been brought to my attention that there may have been some pages missing in the 377-page 

WRITIEN TESTIMONY SUBMISSION that Residents for Regional Traffic Solutions, Inc. gave you at 

yesterday's Public Meeting. 

Enclosed please find a complete set of pages numbered 240/377- 251/377. We respectful ly request 

t hat you replace the pages numbered 240/377- 251/377 in our original WRITIEN TESTIMONY 

SUBMISSION with the enclosed set of pages. 

Thank you and we apologize for t his inconvenience. We would appreciate your acknowledgement t hat 

our request has been done in an email addressed to rrtsbuckspaS@gmail.com. 

Susan Herman 
President 

CC: Barry Seymour; Executive Director, Delaware Valley Regional Planning Commission 
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COUNCIL ROCK SCHOOL DISTRtCT 
A.OMINISTRATlON & BUSINESS OFFICES 

The CflAnC'GIIor Center 
30 NOM Choancellor Street 

Newtown. PA 1~0 

.. .. 

T1&110'11f'f F. KIRBY. EcS.O. 
sur>a~~rnCNOENT OF SCHOOL$ 

lElHHOI£ (t15) ~1000 
,.~ (215) 944·1CX11 

Govemor Edward Rendell 
MaiD Ctpitol Bw1ding 
Harrisburg. PA 17120-3006 

Mb:t-cb 30, 2004 

RE: Worthington MllJ Rosel, Wrightstown Towns.hlp, Budai County, PA 

Dear. Governor R~U: 

I would like to bring to your attention a safety issue regarding the safe: 
transportation Qf our scboot students. 'Ibis situation. involves providing s.M'e bus 
transportation for om student! Oll th~ ehavo-refercru:ed :o:ad. 

WorthingtOn Mill Road has been designa«ed by the Department ofTransportat.ion 
as a bttmdous road fbr s~ol dU.ldren to wAlk to school o~ to tl:ltotr bus atop. A3 a result, 
we:: m-e~ to pick up md drop off studems residing on Worthin&ton Mill Road in 
th~ traffic lane in front of their homes. During the put s~ YCMS, we have ~eraged 
~opping 40 times pee day on thb l .l·tnlle section of winding. narrow, mlllor con ector 
road. 

Dtlr lldmlnisttation has mceived many reports of quarry t::r'ttclcs paniDg ~pped 
school buses &cu:n our driven, school studenu, and parents. Th.e 34.000 lb. to 80,000 lb. 
trucb cftc:a. uc urutblc to stop in tfme. Parcats of sdlool students presented me with 
'Videotape of70 heavy trucks tnveling Worthingtoil Mill from 8:00a.m. to 9:00a.m. on 
Janl.W)' 13, 2004, when our b~ wcro JUD.nin:. The potential for a tragic acddmt ls 
clear and JttUent. 

We find it difficult to understand why thi$ hlgh vobune of heavy truck trtlffic 
would be divc:rted onto $uch an inapproprbte road. It fs clearly a~t frolll'thc 
pi~ and videos that this road is in..adoqua%C for commercial truclc traffie. Worthington 
Mill Road under its present~~ requires ilnmedl8tc actioc to eosuro the: ~a.r~ 
of our studeatJ. · 
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The CoU!lCil Rock Schoo~ District would support a truck ban on thls 1.1-mile 
segment of Worthington Mill Road between Swamp Rllad and R.outo 413 in the int~ 
of the sa.fe1:Y Qf our &Moot students sod bus drivers. J:n. addiUo~ it is obYi~ that tho 
principal arterial highways in tho arta In rae aafi:r aod appropriate roads for this high 
volume ofheavy industrial truck traffic. 

We request your pet'$oaal and ilrrmediate involv=nctrt !n t0$0lving this safety 
jssne befurll a ttagio accident .occurn. 

TFK/tm 

Sincerely. 

tf~P:~ 
Timothy}:. Khby, Ed.D. 
Supc:rlntendont ofScbooll 

r 
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Township of Lower Makefield 

February 10, 2004 

.. 
Honorable David J. Steil 
Pennsylvania State Representative 
8 North State Street 
Newtown, PA 18940 

: 

BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 

Frank J. Fazzalore, Chairman 
Nonnan F. Stalnthorpe, Vice-Chairman 
Scott I. Fegley, Secretaryffreasurer 
Grace M. Godshalk, Supervisor 
Steven J. Santarsiero, Supervisor 

RE: STOOPVILLE ROAD 
REHABILITATION PROJECT 

Dear Representative Steil: 

The Lower Makefield Township Board of Supervisors is stro~gly opposed 
to the Stoopville Road Rehabilitation Projec~ in Newtown Township. 

The Supervisors feel it is critical that industrial traffic be channeled to 
the Newtown Bypass and that the rehabilitation of Stoopville Road will 
only prove to further invite large truck traffic through residential 
neighborhoods at higher speeds. 

All state and municipal officials should recognize that commercial traffic 
is best suited for the higher level roads in our region, that is, PA Traffic 
Routes 413, 232, 332, Newtown Bypass and Principal Arterial Highway, 
Swamp Road which is the location of the four industrial quarries. 

Your perseverance in working toward amicable solutions to regional 
traffic problems is commendable and sincerely apprecii:ited by the Board 
of Supervisors and the residents of Lower Makefield Township. 

TSF:ms 

1100 EDGEWOOD ROAD 
VAQI"\1 ~V PA 10nl!\7. 1 ~OR 

Terry S. Fedorchak 
Township Manager 

,ZL/.;Lj~~? 

TERRY S. FEDORCHAK 

Townshlo Manaoer 
(215) 493-3646 

FAX: (215) 493-3053 
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• 
cc: 

• 

Scott Petri, State Representative 
.Tommy Tomlinson, State Senator 
.Joseph Conti, State Senator . . 
Bucks C~unty Commissioners · · · 
Board of Supervisors 
State Trc;msportation Commission 
Andy Warren, PennDOT 
Delaware Valley Regional Planning Commission 

-
' 
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Township of Lower Makefield · 
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 

Frank J . Fatzalore, Chairman 

May 25, 2004 

Pete Stainthorpe, Vice·Chalrman 
Scan I. Fegley, Secretaryffreasurer 
Grace M. Godshalk, Supervisor 
Steven J. Santarsiero, Supervisor 

John Coscia, Executive Director 
Delaware Valley Regional Planning Commission 
The Bourse Building 8th Floor 
111 S. Independence Mall, East 
Philadelphia, PA 19106 

Dear Mr. Coscia : 

RE: STOOPVILLE ROAD 
REHABILITATION PROJECT 

Lower Makefield Township Board of Supervisors is pleased to note that 
the Stoopville Road Rehabilitation Project is not included on the draft 
Transportation Improvement Plan, and we are writing to urge that any 
requests to modify that aspect of the draft TIP be denied. 

The Supervisors feel it is critical that industrial traffic be channeled to 
the Newtown Bypass and that the rehabilitation of Stoopville Road will 
only prove to further invite large tnlck traffic through residential 
neighborhoods at high speeds. 

It should be recognized that commercial traffic is best suited for the 
higher level roads in the Lower Bucks County region, that i~, .PA Traffic 
Routes 413, 232, 332, Newtown Bypass and Swamp Road which is the 
location of the four industrial quarries. 

Your favorable consideration of this request is appreciated. 

TSF:ms 

1100 EDGEWOOD ROAD 

Sincerely, 

7Lt{J 
Terry S. Fedorchak 
Township Manager 

).. '/ </ /31~ 

TERRY S. FEDORCHAK (215) 493·3646 
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cc: Board of Supervisors 
Joseph Conti, State Senator 
Tommy Tomlinson, State Senator 
David Steil, State Representative 
Scott Petri, State Representative . 
State Transportation Commission 
AndJ: Warren, PennDOT 
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Recent crash/incident history involving heavy commercial traffic io our region 

August3, 2000 

October 16, 2000 

Accident where an empty quarry truck killed one woman, permanently 
injured another woman, and went through the wall of a bank. 
The August 4, 2000 Bucks County Courier Times article, entitled Runaway 
truck kills woman and crashes into bank. stated, "A woman was killed and two 
people were injured yesterday morning when a dump truck plowed into two 
cars on Eagle Road [Newtown Township], then slammed through the wall of 
the First Union Bank aJ the Village of Newtuwn Shopping Center." 

The woman who was killed was driving a large automobile and the woman who 
was permanently injured was io a small compact car. This incident exemplified 
the danger and damage that occurs when a quarry truck gQes out of control. 
Because of the nature of these vehicles (empty weight = 20,000 lbs., loaded 
weight "" 80,000 lbs.), truckers should be encouraged to take Swamp Road 
(shortest route) to the Newtown Bypass, a four-lane, limited-access, divided 
highway built specifically for commercial traffic. These behemoth trucks 
should be kept out of residential areas. 

Note this quote from AAA World, March/April, 1999: 

"Keep in mind that trucks typically weigh 20 to 40 times as much as passenger 
cars. 
Automobiles are extremely vulnerable ~hen they coUide with a large truck. 
The collision between an 80,000-pound truck and a 2000-pound car is similar 
to taking a sledgehammer to an empty tin can. 98 PERCENT OF PEOPLE 
KILLED IN TWO-VEHICLE CRASHES TNVOL VING A CAR AND A 
LARGE TRUCK ARE THE AUTO OCCUPANTS." 

Accident between a gasoline tanker and loaded gravel truck on Taylorsville 
Road in Upper Makefield Township. 
The October 17, 2000 Bucks County Courier Times article, entitled Crash spills 
fuel near canal. stated, " A gasoline tanker and loaded gravel truck [weighing 
72,000 lbs.] collided yesterday on Taylorsville Road in Upper Makefield tearing 
a hole in the tanker truck and spewing 1200 gallons of fuel onto the road. 
Eleven tons of gravel were tossed into the woods from the other truck near the 
Delaware Canal." 

This incident exemplified the danger and damage that occurs when a quarry 
truck goes out of control. Because of the nature of these vehicles (empty 
weight = 20,000 lbs., loaded weight = 80,000 Jbs.), truckers should be 
encouraged to take Swamp Road (shortest route) to the Newtown Bypass, a 
four-lane, limited-access, divided highway built specifically for commercial 
traffic. These behemoth trucks should be kept out of residential areas. 
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October 31, 2002 

November 1, 2002 

Fatal accident between a quarry truck and automobile on Windy Bush 
Road,Solebury Township. 
The November J, 2002 Bucks County Courier Times article, entitled Woman 
killed in collision with dump truck. stated. " A 49-year-old New Hope woman 
was killed yesterday morning when the car she was driving collided with a 
dump truck on Windy Bush Road near Pidcock Creek Road in Solebury .. . A 
load of stone spilled onto the roadway .. . " 

The woman who was killed was driving a small compact car. This incident 
exemplified the danger and damage that occurs when a quarry truck goes out of 
control. 

* "Fatalities from large trucks have increased approximately I 0% 
from 1995-1998. Trucks with a gross weight more than 10,000 
lbs., account for a disproportionately large share of traffic deaths 
based on miles traveled. 

People in passenger vehicles are especially vulnerable in collisions 
with large trucks because of the vast difference in weight between 
cars and large trucks." 

*Quotation from the Washjngton D.C. based organization, 
Advocates for Highway & Auto Safety 

Email from Sue Herman to the Lower Makefield Township Supervisors 

"Dear Scott, Wes, Grace, Pete and Frank, 
I am sad to refer you to thefron~page ofthe BUCKS section in today'sr 
Courier Times. The article is entitled, Solebury- Woman killed in conision 
with dumo truck 

This sad event drives home the point made in this quote: 

'Keep in mind that trucks typically weigh 20 to 40 times as much tU passenger cars. Automobiles are 
extremely vulnerable when they collide with a large truck. The collision between an 80,000-pound truck 
and a 2000-pound car is similar to taking a sledgehammer to an empty tin can. 98 PERCENT OF 
PEOPLE KILLED IN TWO-VEHICLE CRASHES INVOLVING A CAR AND A LARGE TRUCK ARE 
111£ AUTO OCCUPANTS.'-
AAA World, March/Apri/1999 

April 21, 2003 

These trncb are riven the opportunity to choose Lindenhurst Rd and travel 
at outrageous speeds 2417 rather than using the Bvpass, a (our-lane limited 
access divided highway built specificalfv (or such commercial traffic. Tire 
Bvpass Is where this traffic helonu. 

I look fon.,ard to the 1 V4 BOS meeting where we will discuss this critical 
malter. 1

' 

A 200 lb. truck tire flies into a back yard along Lindenhurst Road. 



May 5, 2003 Lower Makefield Township Board of Supervisors meeting where Sherry 
Yesilsoy presented the Board with written documentatloo regarding a tire 
incident that happened to her neighbor. · 
The Board suggested that this document be included with the information to be 
reviewed at the meeting with the Secretary of Transportation. 
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- On ~.\pril 21, 2003 G. Magilton@ 1705 Powderhorn Dr. was working in his backyard 
en he thought he heard thunder. The 'thunder' turned out to be a 2001b truck tire 

1
_. wheel that had been jettisoned by a passing vehicle and landed in his Backyard. ( 

aitial investigation revealed that the tire had be~n jettisoned by a vehicle traveling 
South on Lindenhurst Road. The tire traveled across the opposing fane of traffic where 
it struck the curb, bounced into the air and ·new approximately 40 ft, coming to rest in 
the middle of his backyard. While investigating the tire that landed in the backyard, a 
second- matching- jettisoned tire was discovered 100ft further north on another 
resident's backyard burm. 

Lower Makefield police have been to the scene and have created an Incident Report. It is a miracle that 
no persons or vehicles we~e caught in the path of this massive debris. 

.cident19 ireincident21 

) 
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R.R.T.S. 
Residents for Regional Traffic Solutions, Inc. 

Mr. Gary Hoffman, P.E. 

PO Box 285 
Newtown, PA 18940 

RR TSbuckspa@aol.com 

. Deputy Secretary for Highway Administration 
Keystone Building 
400 North St., atn Floor 
Harrisburg, PA 17120-0095 

Representative David Steil 
2 North State Street 
Newtown, PA 18940 

April23,2004 

RE: Written Comment Submission for the Regional Traffic Meeting 
held at Bucks County Community College on April22, 2004 

.-.... Dear Mr. Hoffman and Representative Steil, 

Thank you for accepting these written comments that I understand will become part of 
the record for the regional traffic meeting. While I do not believe Representative Steil 
publicly announced that written comments would be accepted for one week after the 
meeting, several residents overheard him telling me this at the end of the meeting. We 
thank you for the opportunity. 

Although I was disappointed that Representative Steil denied me permission to show 
two brief videos during my public comment, I appreciated that he retrieved them from me 
after the meeting and said they would be included in the summary of the meeting. 

VIdeo submissions 

• Submitted a CD that contains 3 videos entitled Bypassing the Bypass, 
CBSMYW3 Newscast, and Truck Danger on Worthington Mill Road. See Exhibit I. 

(Note that 90% of the commercial traffic turns off the Newtown Bypass onto lindenhurst 
Road, the first leg of a residential route that literally "bypasses the Bypass•. The residential 
route is comprised of lindenhurst, Stoopville and Worthington Mill Roads.) 

• Submitted a CD entitled FOX 29 Newscast: Using rail to haul stone from the Swamp 
Road quarries. See Exhibit II. 

,U"()/3;?1 
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Recommendation to engage a consultant to do a regional study for planning 

Mr. Hoffman suggested the townships engage a consultant to do a regional study for 
planning and said dollars are available through the Delaware Valley Regional Planning 
Commission (DVRPC); federal funding is available. 

The Townships must engage a consultant who is outside the Bucks County 
umbrella of politics, or an OBJECTIVE regional plan will be unattainable. History 
has shown that the players under the Bucks County umbrella of politics make 
transportation decisions based upon self-interest and political agendas, in total disregard 
for the safety of the citizenry at large (See ExhibitJ1! , Abbreviated historical accounting 
of manipulation of truck traffic). 

Who fairs under the Bucks County umbrella of politics? 

• Senator Joseph Conti: In spite of attending a public traffic meeting at lower 
Makefield Township (LMT) in 1999 and pledging to make the truck traffic problem his 
#1 priority, he has shown a lack of leadership on this issue. In a recent Courier 
Times article (Exhibit 3!'~> he claimed about all he can do is Mcajole" local officials to 
do the right thing. 

RRTS comment: This statement is ir;~consistent with the fact that state senators 
and representatives are deeply involved with transportation issues throughout our 
state and country. RRTS has developed a relationship with the Delaware Valley 
Regional Planning Commission (OVRPC)* and it Is apparent that the transportation 
wishes of state senators and state representatives greatly influence planning 
decisions in the region. Senator Conti's lack of action on the truck issue speaks 
volumes about his disinterest in protecting the safety of the citizenry at large. 

• Representative David Steil: 
1) When LMT requested taking over Lindenhurst Road from PennDOT in the 

interest of protecting its citizenry (November 2002), Representative Steil 
interfered. The tum back was denied, the only road tumback that Penn DOT 
District 6 has denied in 1 0 years I 

2) In response to RRTS members' request to have stone moved by rail, 
Representative Steil is quoted in the Bucks County Courier Times article in 
Exhibit :ll1; as saying, "The DVRPC did a small study on trains and said the 
idea didn't even merit a full study ... The economics do not look very good: 

•see Exhibit :rz:. new DVRPC CD entitled Creating Tomorrow Todav. DVRPC 
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