
 
 

Information Resource Exchange Group Highlights 
Wednesday, March 11, 2015 

 
The 94th meeting of the Information Resource Exchange Group (IREG) was called to order at 
the Delaware Valley Regional Planning Commission’s office by Chris Pollard, Senior GIS 
Specialist, DVRPC, and IREG Coordinator. Twenty-three people were in attendance. Highlights 
from the December 10th meeting were available as a handout and on the internet.  

Presentations 

Wikimapping – Steve Spindler, Wikimapping, outlined the development process for an online 
public engagement mapping tool and to build a product that works for majority of users. His 
experience included asking good questions, determining needs before solutions, modularizing 
change requests so that they can be reused elsewhere, and iterating improvements and new 
ideas to achieve a superior product. His planning process included creating archetypes of 
common users including planners, government officials, advocacy groups, and enthusiasts. 
Wikimapping provides a complete online interface; however, there is also the ability to export 
results such as comments, feedback forms, survey data, geospatial points and lines, 
geolocation information, and uploaded pictures into common geodata formats. 

Debris Management – Matt Werner, City of Philadelphia Office of Emergency Management, 
presented the City of Philadelphia’s efforts to standardize their debris management process and 
create a disaster recovery plan for major events. Before developing a plan for recovery, it was 
important to identify likely scenarios and their impacts. Three extreme weather events were 
modeled for debris creation using FEMA, City, and other federal datasets. These scenarios 
predicted up to one million cubic yards of debris could impact the city after a disaster. The 
Debris Management Plan illustrates the cleanup efforts required to remove debris and sets in 
place effective preparedness plans with contractors, federal agencies, and city departments. 
Quick mobilization is key in recovery efforts and that requires having a plan in place ahead of 
time. Debris Management Sites were identified around the City as viable locations to store 
debris before it can be removed from the city and limit the expense of cleanup. Criteria for sites 
included suitability for debris management, efficiency of operations, proximity to debris, size, 
and impervious area. By providing a detailed plan, the City will be at a greater advantage in 
obtaining federal reimbursement for debris management. 

Information Items 

• Aerial Orthoimagery is being flown this spring for the entire region.  
• Burlington County is developing a Bike Map for release later in the year 



• The Census Bureau will be eliminating the 3-year ACS. The 1-year and 5-year ACS data 
will still be released on schedule. 

• PennDOT is completing their Local Roads inventory for the entire state. 
• NJ TransAction will be held April 21-23, 2015 in Atlantic City. 
• MACURISA is planning their yearly event in June at Princeton University. 
• UPenn Center for Public Humanities  is holding a conference in June. 

The next scheduled IREG meeting is Wednesday, June 10th, 2015. 

The Delaware Valley Regional Planning Commission (DVRPC) fully complies with Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, the Civil 
Rights Restoration Act of 1987, Executive Order 12898 on Environmental Justice, and related nondiscrimination statutes and 
regulations in all programs and activities. DVRPC’s website, www.dvrpc.org, may be translated into multiple languages. Publications 
and other public documents can be made available in alternative languages and formats, if requested. DVRPC public meetings are 
always held in ADA-accessible facilities and in transit-accessible locations when possible. Auxiliary services can be provided to 
individuals who submit a request at least seven days prior to a meeting. Requests made within seven days will be accommodated to 
the greatest extent possible. Any person who believes they have been aggrieved by an unlawful discriminatory practice by DVRPC 
under Title VI has a right to file a formal complaint. Any such complaint may be in writing and filed with DVRPC’s Title VI 
Compliance Manager and/or the appropriate state or federal agency within 180 days of the alleged discriminatory occurrence. For 
more information on DVRPC’s Title VI program, or to obtain a Title VI Complaint Form, please call (215) 592-1800 or 
email public_affairs@dvrpc.org. 

 

 

http://www.dvrpc.org/GetInvolved/TitleVI/pdf/Title_VI_Complaint_Form.pdf
mailto:public_affairs@dvrpc.org
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