MEETING MINUTES
OF THE DVRPC REGIONAL CITIZENSCOMMITTEE
JULY 14, 1998

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:

The minutes of the June 9, 1998 RCC meeting were gpproved as mailed.

CHAIRMAN'S REPORT:

Dennis Winters, RCC Chair, announced that long-time RCC member, 1lly Sobd, isin the University of
Pennsylvania Hospitd in critical condition; RCC members are urged to send cards to his family.
Winters a0 reviewed the hand-outs he had placed outside the meeting room; namely a brochure and
newdetter entitled Getting There and news clippings on saving agriculturd land and on pededtrian
safety. He then outlined a presentation sponsored by the Clean Air Council and the Sustainable Energy
Education Program that could be made available to the RCC at its August meeting. The RCC agreed
to add thisto its August agenda.

DRAFT FY 1999 REGIONAL AIRPORTS CAPITAL PROGRAM
RECOMMENDATIONS:

Roger Moog, DVRPC's Manager, Office of Aviation Planning, explained that the Y ear 2020 Systems
Aviation Plan was adopted in 1995. In conjunction with the gods of this plan, the region’s capita
needs are reviewed annually and recommendations are then forwarded to the Federa Aviation
Adminigration (FAA) and state aviation divisons. These recommendations are presented as advisory
only and represent what the region believesto be its priorities. Funds are then alotted from the federd
aviation trugt fund, as wel as through state block grants and stete aviation funds.

The RCC received aligting of the FY 1998 regiond grants, FY 1998 funding totaled $23 million, a
sgnificant increase over FY 1997 funding, with monies for smal arportsincreasing sgnificantly. For
the coming fiscal year (October 1, 1998 - September 30, 1999), funds are recommended for
Philadelphia Internationa Airport (PHL), which will use a sgnificant amount for the new runway
(runway8/26). Access roadswill also be needed into the new terminal area.  In addition, 10 smaller
arports have been identified as needing public support; among these are Cross Keys, Buehl, Wings,
Pottstown Limerick, Brandywine, New Garden, and Summit. Without these federa funds which lock
the reliever arportsinto the regionda aviation system, there is the risk that these properties will be sold
to developers.

Moog discussed the Situation regarding Wings Airports, noting that loca neighbors are opposed to



congtruction of an extended runway.

The neighbors have demanded that their state legidators enact legidation that requires the approva of
residents before federd or state funds can be used for expansion or congtruction. This legidation,
which gpplies only to Montgomery County, has now caused a backlash in Washington where the FAA
believes that thisdlowslocd legidatorsto control federd funding. It presents a conflict with the use of
block grants; the Airline Owners and Filots Association (AOPA) hasinitiated a lobbying effort in
Washington to pull these funds out of Pennsylvania. The DVRPC Board and the Commission’'s
Aviation Committee have adso expressed their desire to see this legidation overturned. The RCC
discussed the number of helicopters and the leve of fixed wing aircraft using Wings Airport. Moog
pointed out that the new runway in question would handle the same weight and Size aircraft as before;
thisisamply asafety sandard issue. The Committee also discussed the attrition of small airports, and
the use of conflict negotiation to handle the Wings issue,

ACTION TAKEN BY COMMITTEE:
MOTION (by Lorraine Brill, seconded by Sue McNamara) to recommend that the
DVRPC Board endorse the recommendations of the Regiond Aviation Committee
for improvements to the regiona aviation sysemin FY 1999.

MOTION CARRIED. (Seeltem A onvoting record.)

TRANSPORTATION INVESTMENT STUDY FOR THE PROPOSED [-295/1-76, NJ
ROUTE 42 INTERCHANGE:

Don Shanis, DVRPC Deputy Director of Trangportation Planning, stated that the new TEA-21
legidation has diminated the mgor investment sudy (MIS) phase and integrated it into the
environmenta impact satement (EIS) process. With thisin mind, the transportation investment study is
another means of examining the need for a project. Shanis stated that the study for the proposed |-
295/1-76, NJ Route 42 interchange will not go before the Board because the project is dready in the
Work Program in part. He highlighted the degree of congestion in this area, noting thet there are major
safety issues. DVRPC is currently working with consultants on the study and will be looking for public
input. A series of meetingswill be hed thisfal to further examine theissue; two public meetings are
scheduled for September and November, and four stakeholder meetings will be held with agencies and
providers who will evauate the process and citizen input.

Don Nigro pointed out that this highway project isin an areawhere a proposed rall line has been the
focus of debate. Gloucester County is devoid of rail service, and these highways can benefit from
trangt dternatives. Shanis dated that prior sudies will be examined, as will trangt dternatives. The
RCC dso discussed the need to examine land use issues, the cost of the project, and tying the study
into the New Jersey State Development and Redevel opment Plan.



Shanis then requested the RCC' s recommendations for effective public involvement.

John Pawson emphasized the need for completely open public meetings, in which citizens can fredy
share their comments with the entire audience.  Other suggestions included spesking with key
community and organizationd leeders; usng highway messaging to announce public meetings, mailing
notices by bulk mail to ensure mass education; and using school district newdettersto get the word out
about the project. The RCC asked that a representative of this committee be appointed to the
stakeholder group. The RCC then reviewed the Transportation Subcommittee’ s recommendation,
which was put into aforma motion.

ACTION TAKEN BY COMMITTEE:

MOTION (by Sue McNamara, seconded by Don Nigro) to recommend that the

DVRPC Board support the Transportation Investment Study. The RCC viewsthis  largdy
as atrangportation capacity problem. We believe that trandt dternativescan  sgnificantly, or even
fully, address the mohility pressures of the areg; the

Burlington-Gloucester MIS needs to be considered. Specificdly, the dternatives to be

studied should include:

1. Light rail and modified light rail (modified PATCO) dternatives to Mantua where the

Camden-Glasboro freight line intersects Route 55;

2. Furthermore, Atlantic City Rail Line improvements should include --

a The addition of one peak hour pesk direction round-trip;

b. Lessen trave time of each run by 20 - 35 minutes to what it was 50 years ago;

C. Directly extend service to Suburban Station.

AMENDMENT (by Peggy Killmer, seconded by Lorraine Brill) to include the wording:

In addition, the RCC encourages vigorous consistency with the New Jersey State

Development and Redevel opment Plan, with particular emphasis on the transportation
improvements listed above.

AMENDMENT (by Peter Javsicas, seconded by Ernest Cohen) to add this wording to the

beginning of the motion: The RCC favors an gpproach that gives top priority to public
trangportation solutions to the problem.

FIRST AMENDMENT CARRIED; SECOND AMENDMENT FAILED.

MOTION CARRIED, ASAMENDED. (Seeltem B on voting record.)

TIPAMENDMENT 9744:

Sue McNamara, Transgportation Subcommittee Chair, reviewed TIP Amendment 9744 which had
been submitted by the City of Philadephia. The Philadel phia Department of Streetsis developing a



geographic information system (GIS) which will compile hard-copy roadway and trangportation facility
data. Funding to hire a consultant to help with this development is requested in the TIP.

The RTC had a problem with this request; namely, isthis project eigible for highway funds? Because
the RTC voted to table this amendment, it will not come before the DVRPC Board for action. Lorraine
Brill introduced a letter sent to the RTC from Joe Syrnick of the Street Department, providing more
information about the project, its scope and funding.

ACTION TAKEN BY COMMITTEE:
MOTION (by Lorraine Brill, seconded by Ajay Creshkoff) to recommend that the
DVRPC Board approve TIP Amendment 9744, provided that al information
generated by the project be readily accessible to the public, including Internet access.

MOTION CARRIED. (Seeltem C on voting record.)

TIPAMENDMENT 9745:

Sue McNamara sated that TIP Amendment 9745, also from the City of Philadelphia, encompasses
remedia painting on parts of ten bridges in order to prolong the lives of various structural members.
Funds will be taken from the Gowen Ave. Bridge project. The RTC gpproved thisaction. The
subcommittee recommends that the RCC approve TIP Amendment 9745.

ACTION TAKEN BY COMMITTEE:

MOTION (by Sue McNamara, seconded by Cathy Zukoski) to recommend that the
DVRPC Board approve TIP Amendment 9745.

MOTION CARRIED. (Seeltem D onvoting record.)

TIPAMENDMENT 9746:

TIP Amendment 9746 is arequest from PennDOT to add an extension to Winding Way into an
indugtrid Ste and to bypass the intersection of Routes 252 and 3. The Arco site in Chester County is
being taken over by SAP America, which is funding the engineering. State highway funds would be
used to congtruct the extenson. The RTC voted to gpprove the amendment pending the determination
of the need for an air qudity analyss and the acceptability of thisandyss. The subcommittee disagreed
with the use of state funds for private development. The subcommittee recommends that the RCC deny
gpprova of TIP Amendment 9746 because it encourages SOV usage. The RCC discussed trangit
options; the need for bicycle and pedestrian accommodations; and the use of public funds for
congruction on private property. Theissue of using public monies for private economic development
will be taken up by the Trangportation Subcommittee at its next meeting.
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ACTION TAKEN BY COMMITTEE:

MOTION (by Sue McNamara, seconded by Ernest Cohen) to recommend that the
DVRPC Board deny approva of TIP Amendment 9746 because it encourages
single occupancy vehicle (SOV) usage.

AMENDMENT (by Ernest Cohen, seconded by Elaine Cohen) to add the wording:
Congderation should be given to adding rail service on West Chester Pike and onthe  Newtown
Square Rall Route.

AMENDMENT (by Bill Rafsky, seconded by Bob Machler) to table the motion
and send it back to subcommittee to investigate thisissue further.

MOTION TO TABLE FAILED.

AMENDMENT (by Peggy Killmer, seconded by Harry Hyde) to add the wording:
The RCC takes this opportunity to reaffirm its position that bicycle and pedestrian
congderations, as mandated by TEA-21, should be part of dl federd and Sate
funded projects.

FIRST AMENDMENT FAILED; SECONDED AMENDMENT CARRIED.
MOTION, ASAMENDED, CARRIED. (Seeltem E on voting record.)

SUBCOMMITTEE REPORTS:

The Trangportation Subcommittee brought up the issue of the Horsham Road CMS, which the RCC
had voted againgt last month; a recent newspaper article stated that the highway will be extended
beyond the origind recommendation in the CM S and will be financed through additiond state funding.
The subcommittee questioned whether thiswill again come before the DVRPC Board for action. Don
Shanis sated that he had requested information on thisissue from Montgomery County. The county
confirmed that the roadway will expand to five lanes, with three lanesin the new extengon; the county
a 50 sees no need for thisto come to DVRPC again because they believe the CM S indicated the need
for thisextenson. They darified that grantswill go through the Montgomery County Indudtrid
Deveopment Authority. Shanis stated that he will follow up on thisissue; the subcommittee will dso
place thisissue on its next agenda.

Ms. McNamara reported that the subcommittee reviewed the Criteria for Highway Projectsand for
Transit Projectsand felt they were both adequate. They were not sure what to do with Ajay
Creshkoff’s paper on the criteria. Creshkoff explained his thinking, stressing the need to review the



TIP ranking procedures aswell. Thisissue will go back to the subcommittee for further sudly.
ACTION TAKEN BY COMMITTEE:

MOTION (by Sue McNamara, seconded by Claudia Crane) to recommend that the

RCC send aletter to John Coscia regarding the RCC' s project evauation criteria, urging

their distribution within the agency and dtating thet these criteriawill be addressedto each
daff person making a presentation. Thisletter will point out that these criteriawere approved and
sent to John Coscia gpproximately two years ago and are important for project evauation. A
copy of the criteriawill be atached to this correspondence.

MOTION CARRIED. (Seeltem F on voting record.)

Ms. McNamara then brought up the issue of ranking projects for congestion management and air
qudity (CMAQ) and trangportation enhancement (TE) funds. Thisissue has been addressed to Chick
Dougherty, DVRPC’'s Manager of the Office of Capital Program Development. The RCC strongly
believesthat citizens should not be shut out of the process.

ACTION TAKEN BY COMMITTEE:

MOTION (by Sue McNamara, seconded by Claudia Crane) to recommend that the
DVRPC Board take a stand supporting citizen involvement in the CMAQ and TE
ranking process, using a diverse stakeholder group as exemplified by the previous
procedures under ISTEA,; this process should be promoted in both Pennsylvaniaand
New Jersey.

MOTION CARRIED. (Seeltem G onvoting record.)

Ernest Cohen announced that the Y ear 2020 Task Force wants to change its mission to go beyond the
god of examining the Y ear 2020 Plan’s priorities and implementation; be believes the task force should
be renamed the Delaware Valley Sustainability Task Force. Ajay Creshkoff stated, aso a member of
the task force, stated that he believes this should be an environmenta task force to examine the effects
of trangportation impacts on humans and the naturad and manmade environment. Dennis Winters
emphasized the continued need to evauate dl projects for their compliance with the Year 2020 Plan.
The RCC dready has an Environmenta Subcommittee charged with reviewing environmental impact
gatements. Cohen, Creshkoff and John Pawson will draft a brief summary describing a suggested
direction for the task force, to be presented to the RCC in August. Dennis Winters will draft an outline
of the NEPA process for the RCC.

Bill Rafsky stated that the Regiond Housing Committee will propose five various housing sudies for the



FY 2000 Work Program. He expressed his concern with promoting these projects in atimely manner.
The Legidative Subcommittee meeting was canceled this month.

FY 2000 WORK PROGRAM:

The RCC will discuss Work Program priorities in August.

NEW BUSINESS:

The RCC discussed the possible need for anew dternate to the RTC, since llly Sobd istooiill to
continue this respongbility. Thisitem will be placed on the August RCC agenda. Candace Snyder will
take care of sending a card from the RCC to Illy Sobel and/or his family.

The RCC will meet at 12 Noon on August 11; the Legidative Subcommittee will meet at Noon on
August 5; and the Transportation Subcommittee will meet & 12 Noon on August 6.



